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Call -  07466 304501
Phone is staffed from 9.00am - 5.00pm Weekdays

Email - altonmutualaid@protonmail.com
All personal information is held in strictest confidence

How we may be able to help you:

Picking up shopping, prescriptions and essential supplies
•

1 on 1 phone calls/video chats/online support
•

Sign posting to community support organsiations
•

Posting mail

Contact us to request support
or

why not volunteer?
Stay safe - wash your hands

SOLIDARITY!
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Brexit and an election are behind us since the last issue and 
Praise the Lord, the daylight hours are increasing but as I 
get older I find myself feeling grateful that I have survived 
winter. The weather is getting more extreme, divisions are 
being forced on society and in some areas, the tradition of 
keeping an eye on the vulnerable seems a distant quaint 
notion.  How blessed we are in Holybourne in the affluent 
South, where life expectancy is years greater than in the 
North, flooding is only happens on London Road and snow 
is something that skiers yearn for when going abroad.  Now 
however, as the Covid-19 virus begins to explode all over 
Europe there is a great leveller on the rampage.  Should we 
all assume a responsibility for each other and in the words 
of the great novelist Henry James, “Be Kind”?  It seems 
sensible to watch out for our neighbours. After all, we’d 
be grateful for their help wouldn’t we? 
In this issue we see the first corporate “Heroes of 
Holybourne”, read about scores of fanatical cyclists who 
ride out of Holybourne twice a week and recognise 
and congratulate Holybourne Cricket Club on their 25th 
anniversary season. It was my privilege to be the club 
President for a period of time and I always felt that besides 
being a robust cricketing outfit with a wonderful enthusiasm 
for spreading the cricketing gospel to youngsters, the club 
was also a strong social presence in the village. 
The Chair of the HVA takes up the dialogue about traffic 
in the village and recognises sensibly that there is no easy 
solution. Senior members of the village who remember 
London Road when it used to be the main road to London, 
tell us that it is not so bad now as it was then.  Was there as 
much kerb side parking then? Fewer cars of course.
I’ve had another letter which makes it three so far! Two 
are from the same source though so please, if you have 
anything you’d like to say, please do drop me an email 
or letter. Please do contact me if you’d like to write for 
the magazine. We get contributions from many different 
organisations and individuals, some of which are pretty 
tenuous in their connection to Holybourne but if I feel it 
would be of general interest, then I’ll include it if we have 
space. Photos illustrating articles are always very welcome.
May you have a happy Easter and may the dreaded lurgy 
avoid you and yours. Please look out for vulnerable and 
elderly who might need assistance during the crisis. 
Anyone who is alone and needs help is welcome to email 
me or call me and I’ll see what the HVA can do to help.
Jerry Janes, Editor   jerrymjj@outlook.com
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Traffic and lollipop lady struggle top cope with parked cars near Andrews Endowed School

Letter to the Editor Stop Press: Covid-19
Dear  Sir 
I would like to ask the Holybourne Village Association’s 
Committee members their thoughts on the car parking 
in London Road ie. from Complins to Cuckoo’s Corner.   
Weekends seem the worst as some locals seem to be using 
the road as a car park. 
During harvest time I followed a young man driving a 
large tractor and trailer through the village from Bonhams 
to Church Lane.  He struggled through the village and had 
to keep stopping to squeeze past vehicles on several 
occasions getting out to fold their wing mirrors in to give 
himself an extra 2 inches.  He then had a dreadful time 
trying to manoeuvre the rig to turn up Church Lane due 
to the cars parked right opposite the junction.  I took my 
driving test in 1961 and the Highway Code then stated that 
parking should be nowhere near a turning.   I don’t believe 
that has changed. (Editor’s note: It hasn’t!)
There is an accident just waiting to happen outside 
Andrews Endowed School either in the morning at 8.45am 
or after school at 3.30pm.  Recently one of my employees 
had a near miss with a woman who jumped out of her car 
and immediately opened the back passenger door to let 
the child hop out into the road – not the pavement side, 
road side (I have lobbied the headmistress about this).  It 
was fortunate my chap was driving steadily but he was 
shaken up by the potential prospect had he been travelling 
any faster. 
I understand the parking of Treloars staff by the Holybourne 
Theatre has been triggered by their policy that caught 
travelling at more than 10mph on Campus twice, the staff 
are barred from parking on site.
As Holybourne is now a suburb of Alton perhaps the car 
parking problem could be addressed.   We do still have 
agricultural ties so large farm machinery does need to 
access the village and emergency service vehicles (fire 
engines particularly) would I’d imagine struggle to pass 
through by Holybourne Shop. 
The HVA’s focus on this matter would be appreciated. 
David Andrews

Some articles in this edition refer to 
events and groups that may no longer 
be running. Please do check things 
out before setting off.
I have never (despite my advanced 
years) lived through a global 
conflict.  The Corona virus makes 
me feel as if one is starting however.  
We are having our freedom of movement and assembly 
curtailed by a government similarly lacking in experience of 
dealing with anything like this.  They are, we have to hope, 
doing their best to keep us safe.  It continues to amaze me 
however how many people are choosing to ignore their 
advice. If contagious people turned bright florescent green 
we would not approach them. Yet people are daily risking 
their lives and the lives of others by ignoring the obvious. 
Keep your distance, avoid groups, wash your hands often 
and if you need help let someone know.
On Facebook see the Holybourne Community Group 
(facebook.com/groups/359140898001143/). As part of a 
national scheme, local volunteers are operating the Alton 
Covid-19 Mutual Aid Group advertised on page 2. If you  
have a problem, you could also email your town and 
district Councillors whose contacts are on the opening 
page of this magazine. Alternatively get in touch with me 
and I’ll do my best to help.
We need to help each other in ways we feel safe. The Church 
has always been a place of refuge over the centuries. Why 
not wander in if you need some space? We need to keep 
an eye on the elderly and vulnerable. We need to support 
the shop now and the pubs when they reopen. Use local 
takeaways if you can.  Society is facing a huge challenge 
and in my opinion not coming out of it very well.  We see 
huge queues in supermarkets and an “Every one for him or 
herself” attitude in the behaviour of many. Holybourne is 
not Society – it is community, so let’s show how we look 
after each other and hold firm to the values that make our 
village such a great place to live. 
Good luck and stay safe.  
Jerry Janes, Editor
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Holybourne
Village Association
Currently, amongst all the issues with which HVA deals, 
traffic flow through the village and road safety are top 
of the agenda. London Road and its associated lanes are 
much more suited to a few horses and carts than today’s 
level of vehicle movements. Whilst the main objective is 
to achieve a good unrestricted route through the village 
for all vehicles, be they private cars, agricultural, service, 
or emergency vehicles, there are obvious constraints. It is 
not an option to widen the road due to housing on both 
sides, let alone the cost! Many residents have nowhere 
else to park except on the roadside, and customers for the 
shop and post office also need parking. As the volume of 
traffic increases, with many households having two or more 
cars, the problems only increase and most of us will have 
experienced the challenge of weaving through the parked 
cars outside the shop or by the school. Trying to turn out 
or into Howard’s or Church lane, particularly for larger 
vehicles, can also be a nightmare.
So, what can be done to improve things and meet the 
needs of all villagers and visitors? The answer is not readily 
obvious! Some things can easily be done to help, such 
as not parking on the roadside if other parking facilities 
are available. This should be possible for those visiting 
or working at Treloars or the Lawn, for example. Also 
please avoid parking opposite the junctions of Howard’s 

Free quotation and
consultation
Fully qualified and
insured
References available

Specialists in Ponds,
Water Features, Paving
and Timberwork

For all your
hard and soft
landscaping needs

Tel: 01730 601931
Mob: 07795 615526

thrivelandscapes@aol.com
www.thrivelandscapes.org

CAN'T YOU DO
ANYTHING RIGHT ?

HOME COMPUTER SUPPORT & TUITION
" My PC Home Help ! "

Friendly, Professional Support for
Windows PC, Apple Computers, iPads etc.

visit: www.myPChomehelp.co.uk

Computer Repairs, Virus Removal & Upgrades
Broadband Wired/Wireless Solutions & Setup
One To One Home Tuition for all Abilities
Smart TVs and other Home Technology

I Supply, Install & Support PCs, iMacs & iPads

Call RICHARD SIERS on Bentley (01420) 22844
enquiries@myPChomehelp.co.uk

and Church lanes. We are currently in discussion with the 
council to get lines painted at the appropriate places to 
enforce this. Longer term solutions are more difficult to 
come up with, however.
The situation outside our schools at drop off and pick up 
times is also worrying from a safety point of view and has, 
on occasion, been described as “an accident waiting to 
happen”. Please take extra care at these times. Please make 
sure children are let out of cars on the pavement side and 
certainly not into the road in the path of oncoming traffic! 
Please, also park responsibly, not obscuring crossings or on 
the zigzag lines!
The HVA would be delighted to hear from anyone who has 
any views or possible solutions to these problems.
By the time you read this, the new Holybourne website, 
should be up and running. Well done to Kate Carmichael 
who has led this initiative, and the others who have helped 
to make this, what I am sure will be a really useful tool for 
the whole community. Please use it and let us have your 
feedback and any suggestions or items or events you 
would like posted.
Normally the HVA meets monthly, except August, at 8pm 
in the village hall on the second Tuesday of the month. 
Agendas and minutes of meetings are posted on the 
website. You are always welcome, particularly if you have 
any good ideas or want to raise any issues.
David Houghton chairman@holybourne.com



6 Spring 2020 www.holybourne.comHolybourne
Neatham& Village Magazine

So far this term we have been enjoying the outdoors and 
making the most of our beautiful grounds, even though 
the weather has been a bit challenging.  We were lucky 
to be able to ‘borrow’ some pigs from our friends at Mill 
Cottage Farm again this winter.  The pigs stayed with us for 
two blocks of around 10 weeks each, living in the school’s 
Secret Garden, where in return for regular meals of the 
scraps from our children’s fruit break and some pignuts, 
they worked to reduce the overgrowth of weeds and 
brambles to make the area more child friendly.  The children 
enjoyed having the opportunity to visit the pigs and help 
feed them, and are now keen for us to borrow sheep and 
llamas, apparently!  Forest School has begun again, and this 
term it is the children in Year 6 and Year 2 who are receiving 
their lessons.  They needed to be particularly hardy for their 
first lesson last week, which took place in the sleet and 
freezing temperatures.  Just one day before, children in 
Year 1 had been outside with their clip boards, delightedly 
taking note of signs of spring.  
We are still busy with all things ‘Three Hundred’.  We are 
constantly looking at ways to improve the school for the 
children now and in the future.  We have a fundraising 
campaign on the go at the moment, as we are seeking to 
upgrade the outdoor play space and increase our digital 
provision.  Our Just Giving page can be found by visiting 
www.justgiving.com/aesdt
Following on from last term’s Tercentenary theme ‘Giving 
Thanks’, this term’s theme is ‘Giving Back’.  We have 
challenged our whole school community to undertake 
as many Random Acts of Kindness as we possibly can in 
celebration of Thomas Andrews’ gift to Holybourne village 
of our primary school three hundred years ago. 
Each family has been given a chart to record their RAKs on, 
and we are encouraging them to share with us on social 
media the things they have been doing.  On the gate this 
week I was greeted by a pupil in Year 4 who proudly told 
me that on the way to school that day she had seen a boy 
from another school who had got his bike stuck in a ditch.  
‘So I asked if he needed some help, and he said he did, 
so I helped him.’  Then she added, ‘I think that counts as a 
Random Act of Kindness, doesn’t it?’
If you have a suggestion for an Act of Kindness you would 
like us to carry out for a community group or a person in 
need in the village, please let us know.  
We are making preparations for our Big Birthday Summer 
Celebration on Saturday 11th July. We hope you will all 
come and join us for a day of musical performances, 
traditional summer fair stalls and games, food and drink 
and an opportunity to see some of the history of the school 
from our archive.  
Kind regards from Maria Lloyd, Headteacher, and the staff 
and pupils at Andrews’ Endowed School.  

Andrews’ Endowed School

Books Beat Boredom!
Looking for something to do while at home?
We would love you to listen to children read 
or read to them while they’re not at school.

Introduce your favourite book to the younger 
generation; let them introduce you to one of 
their favourite books or pick an entirely new 
book – all that we ask is the book chosen is 
age appropriate.  Children would benefit from 
the reading routine while not at school and 
it will hopefully provide some much needed 
entertainment and company for people at 
home.  All interaction will take place remotely 
on whatever technology is available for both 
listener and reader.
Holybourne & Neatham children will 

be matched with local 
residents.  If you are 
interested   in finding 
out more (whether 
parent of child or 

resident), please contact                                     
Tessa Laughton:  

tessa.laughton@gmail.com
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Maria Lloyd’s interesting article (HVM Winter 2019) gives a 
chronology of the history of Andrews’ Endowed School 
founded in 1721 as a charity for “a free school for the poor 
children of Holybourne….”, the school received its Statutes 
from the Bishop of Winchester in 1740. The archival record 
is thin until 1800, when the school was taking twenty 
boarders who were not taught with the free scholars. 
It is appropriate in the tercentenary of the birth of 
Gilbert White of Selborne to follow his connections with 
Holybourne. In 1772 his brother, the Reverend John White, 
who had served as Chaplain to the Garrison in Gibraltar, 
was presented with the living of the church at Blackburn, 
Lancashire. John White and his wife Barbara returned to 
England in July and all spent the winter with Gilbert White 
at Selborne whilst the vicarage at Blackburn was being 
prepared for them. Their son John junior (nicknamed 
Gibraltar Jack) had already been taken to Selborne in 1769. 
After the winter was over they moved north but left Jack 
at Selborne in the care of his Uncle Gilbert for two more 
years. News of Jack is derived from family letters, mostly 
the correspondence between Gilbert and John White that 
was quoted in Rashleigh Holt-White’s Life and Letters of 
Gilbert White of Selborne (1901). Being an Oxford graduate 
Gilbert White was well qualified to continue with Jack’s 
education. A letter from Gilbert White to his nephew Sam 
Barker (December 1772) reports that Jack was functioning 
as his amanuensis, copying from White’s letters for use in 
his book The Natural History of Selborne that was then in 
preparation. The original manuscript of the book, bought 
by The Gilbert White Museum in 1980, has some entries in 
Jack’s handwriting. A digital copy of the manuscript can be 
viewed on the museum website www.gilbertwhiteshouse.
org.uk.
Writing to John White in September 1773 Gilbert White 
says “Jack makes English themes and writes letters; we have 
gone through Phaed[rus] and now read Virg[il] Georgics.” 
By October 1773 we read “Jack has gone through several 
volumes of the ‘Spectator’, and now seems much delighted 
with Derham’s ‘Physico-theol[ogy].’ However, “he does not 
manage yet to read Virgil with that exactness of quantity that 
might now be expected; but construes well both in prose 
and verse.” By January Jack is busy reading and “I make him 
refer all the way to maps”, while in February 1774 we find 
“he is now of real service to me” and Gilbert White took him 
on visits to his aunt Rebecca Snooke in Ringmer, Sussex, to 
his brother Thomas in London and his old college friend 
the Reverend John Mulso in Meonstoke. Jack was now 14 
so thought was being given to his future and finding him an 

apprenticeship, but this was not easily arranged. Education 
continued with Uncle Gilbert (March 1944) as “sometime 
ago I put Hume’s ‘History of England’ into Jack’s hands”. 
The schooling at Holybourne may have been to round off 
his education and prepare him for a career.
Whilst at Selborne Jack was also the author of one of the 
letters in The Natural History and Antiquities of Selborne. In 
March 1774 after some months of wet weather there was 
a spectacular landslip at Hawkley near Selborne that was 
the sensation of the district. At the time Gilbert White and 
Jack had just returned from London, Gilbert with a cold, so 
he sent Jack along to report. Jack’s account was given in a 
letter to his cousin Sam Barker at Rutland and later used in 
an undated letter (45) to Daines Barrington in White’s book, 
published in 1789.
The reference to schooling for Jack at Holybourne comes in 
a letter of April 1774 from Gilbert to John White regarding 
a school bill to be paid: “it will not be in my power to pay 
Mr Willis because I laid out much more in town [London] 
and am bare of cash.” Gilbert White worked as a Curate all 
his life and never held a full living as Vicar and at the time 
he was Curate at Farringdon just three miles from Selborne.
By August 1775 Jack was in Lancashire, finally in an 
apprenticeship with a surgeon in Manchester. He later 
went on to work as a surgeon in Salisbury, Wiltshire and, 
after Gilbert White’s death, in Alton where his mother had 
gone to live after the death of Gilbert White for whom she 
kept house at “The Wakes” after John White senior died.
The scenario at the Holybourne school was probably that 
Jack was a boarder with the Headmaster, taught separately 
along with other private pupils, for the school itself was 
for local poor children. There is a parallel in Gilbert White’s 
own education at Basingstoke where, when preparing 
for entry to Oxford University, he was a pupil of the 
Reverend Warton, Vicar of Basingstoke, along with some 
of Warton’s own sons. As with Jack at Holybourne the 
archival trail is thin but Gilbert White recalled an incident 
from his school days at Basingstoke of the undermining of 
the town of the ruins of the Holy Ghost Chapel in Letter 
26 of the Antiquities. Ruins of the chapel are still extant in 
Basingstoke Cemetery. Likewise Gilbert’s youngest brother 
the Reverend Henry White took in pupils that boarded in 
his house to supplement his income, having 11 children 
to provide for. Even if school records at Holybourne 
had been more complete in the eighteenth century, it is 
possible that initially private pupils were the concern of 
the Headmaster and not incorporated in official school 
records as they were taught separately. The author of the 
biography of Gilbert White (1901) Rashleigh Holt-White 
was a family member so schooling of Jack at Holybourne 
would be from oral family history.
June Chatfield
• A separate website has been set up for events 
concerning the tercentenary so for details visit:  
gw300.gilbertwhiteshouse.org.uk

GW300
Gilbert White’s 
Nephew at 
School in 
Holybourne
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ROOKERY
BARNS LTD

Complete your country home...

Quality, Style and Service since 1998
tel: 01420 488870 | www.rookerybarns.com

As your local barn specialist, we have designed and 
constructed over 900 oak barn-style buildings in the last 20 
years. We offer to take care of every stage of your project:     

� Designing your barn
� Securing planning approval if required
� Groundworks and landscaping
� Barn construction and erection
� Roofing, electrics and internal fit-out
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Random Acts of Kindness
On a recent visit to Andrews’ Endowed School, I was 
delighted although not surprised) to be treated with 
kindness and care. With their recent endeavours to fill a jar 
with “kindness pebbles” I would be surprised if the jar was 
not filled within the first month! What counts as a random 
act of kindness and what is just every day kindness?
We have seen several lists in the last few months of 
“Kindnesses” such as smiling at someone, that those who 
are feeling virtuous are supposed to tick off, take their 
selfie and then pat themselves on the back. But surely, 
random acts of kindness should be so ‘everyday’ that 
lists are irrelevant - they should happen without thinking, 
anonymously and without the expectation of any reward.”I 
like to think Holybourne and Alton are pretty good at this. 
It is unusual for folks not to say hello to each other when 
passing in the street, or smiling at someone we pass who is 
not known by us. In our experience, neighbours generally 
do look out for each other and help each other out if there 
is a predicament.
For example, over the space of a few days, we were aware 
of the following “random acts of kindness”: Pushing a 
broken down car away from the traffic lights to a place 

Mill Cottage Farm
of safety; an elderly villager checked on to ensure they 
had everything they needed during the bad weather; a 
big log that needed teamwork to move from blocking the 
footpath; an anonymous volunteer litter picking after the 
floods; escaped animals (not our own!) being rounded up 
from the A31 and so many others it would be hard to list 
them all. Thank you, Holybourne and Alton, for being a kind 
place to live. 
I know it is not always the case, and I could mention the 
two electric fence batteries that went walkabout - not such 
an act of kindness and something that has meant us moving 
the boar and sow back to where they can have their fence 
run off the mains.
Down on the farm, the ram certainly did his job back in 
the autumn and we have twenty bouncing lambs. We are 
looking forward to goat kids, more piglets, alpaca cria and 
donkey foals over the coming months. Farm visits to the 
schools and nurseries have started again in earnest, animals 
and farmers alike are desperate for some sunshine on their 
backs…!!
Sarah & Tom Main
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Memories ofMemories of
HolybourneHolybourne
I have lived in Holybourne all of my 75 years so have seen 
the changes. 
As a boy our family Dad, Mum sister, Granny and Grandad 
lived in the bungalows behind the Queens Head.  The 
Holybourne boundary was the centre of Chandos Lodge 
where Sir Owen and Lady Richardson lived.  He once said 
to me 
“If I walk out of my front door I am in Holybourne but if I 
walk out of my back door I am in Alton”. 
From the Queens Head to Holybourne School the road 
was known as “The Holybourne Straight”.  My Mum, Mrs 
Cuff, Mrs Jefferies and Mrs Read could stand outside the 
Queens Head and watch us to along the road to the school 
entrance.  When I started school in 1949, Fishers Camp and 
still being used by American soldiers.  The Nissen huts 
were later turned into living accommodation to ease the 
housing shortage in Alton.   
From the Queens Head to Mr Campbell’s Farm (on the right 
opposite Treloars Drive) there were no houses, no proper 
footpath on the left of the road and no footpath at all on 
the other side.  

We are a small group of  mature
carers who can provide care in the

privacy of  your own home.

Assistance with personal care
Continence care

Arranging appointments
Meal preparation, shopping

Light housework
Daytime sitting service

Overnight stays

We are all insured and work
independently but still work together

as a team so we can provide cover
for any holidays or sickness.

References available
Tel: Carol 07753 178468

Email: c.may981@btinternet.com

Late on Saturday 
afternoons after a visit 
to “The Royal Oak” on 
the corner of Turk Street, 
the “hop pickers” from 
Bonhams would race 
their pony and carts 
along the straight bit and 
their wives and children 
would hang onto the 
pram on the back.  
Madness!  
Mr Eastwood was the 
Holybourne lengthman, 
looking after all paths, 
ditches, drains etc in the 
village.  We walked on the 
road if the path was too 
bad but later it was tarmacked.  Both sides of the road had 
a big ditch about three to four feet in depth which carried 
all the water off the road.  I can’t recall any road flooding 
then.  Both ditches went into another ditch and culvert 
down the boundary of Mr Campbell’s and the allotments 
under the railway onto the moors, later the council tip and 
now a road and factory / shop units. The bottom of the left 
hand side of the Grange Field this side of the railway line 
was always marshy, at times a spring rose up in the centre 
of the field.  
The road was not always busy.  As I said, sometimes we 
walked in it.  When we went to choir practice Thursday 
night and Sunday Evensong, very often we only saw the 
green Aldershot number 14 buses. They used to pass along 
the straight road by Fisher’s Camp. There was the odd car, 
motorbike or push bike.  As time went on the traffic got 
heavier and by the early 1960s it was getting very heavy at 
weekends in the summer and bank holidays.  There used to 
be a point policeman at these times, one at Market Street 
where it meets the High Street, one at Ackender Road 
where it meets the main road, one at the Selborne and the 
Whitedown Lane main road crossroads and one at Chawton 
where the Meon Valley road meets the main road through 
to Winchester.  This took place most weekend evenings 
except Bank Holidays when they would be manned most 
of the day and evenings. 
I recall one August Bank Holiday in the early 1960s my Dad 
and I were at Bonhams Farm repairing the hop kiln roofs.  
We came down Bonhams Drive to the main road about 
12 noon and the traffic was built right back to Alton.  We 
pulled up at the Queens Head well after 1pm. 
When they started the new by-pass link road into Alton, Kay 
the girls and I were living at “Railway Cottages” 19, Upper 
Neatham Mill Lane, and as they built up the high bank for 
the link road, I had a pig sty at the end of the garden which 
stopped the dirt from rolling on into our garden.  That link 
road in my opinion changed a lot of village life.  
David Andrews

A preserved Aldershot & District bus 
displaying No 14 route
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was described as victualler. Their fourth son John was 
recorded as licensee in 1861.  Sarah died in 1866 and she, 
together with Benjamin and Henry, is buried in Holybourne 
churchyard.
John married Mary Huntley in 1844, their large family of 
sixteen children consisted of nine girls and seven boys, the 
youngest of them, Frank, being born in 1872.  A newspaper 
cutting from The Hampshire Advertiser in 1858 advertised 
the sale by auction of a “freehold messuage or dwelling 
house together with outbuidlings and extensive garden 
ground now in the occupation of  John Burningham ...”
Their son Walter at age 14 appeared before the Magistrate 
in 1874 for getting up to mischief.

The Burninghams took part in various village activities, 
some of the men played for the local cricket team, and 
Mr T Burningham in 1887 was the organist. In 1887 A Mr T 
Burningham sought a situation as gardener in the Exeter and 
Plymouth Gazette. 
In 1905 and 1906 John was listed in the District Directory 
as carpenter, undertaker and florist, and his brother Thomas 
as builder and undertaker.  In 1911 Thomas was a market 
gardener.
John and Mary’s son John, a carpenter born in 1855, and his 
wife Elizabeth, lived in Church Lane.  They must have been 
very anxious when they watched three of their sons march 
off to fight in World War I with the Oxfordshire and Bucks 
Light Infantry.  Edwin and Benjamin returned home safely 
but sadly John was killed in Arras France in April 1917 and 
is buried at Warlincourt Halte British Cemetery, Saulty.

Their cousin Thomas Cecil, son of Thomas, also served in 
the armed forces, apparently in the Royal Navy from 15 Jun 
1915 until March 1918, and confusingly also in the Air Force 
from May 1916.  All four men are remembered on the War 
Memorial plaque in London Road.  Thomas Cecil and his 
brother Kenneth were both school teachers.
In 1924 John Burningham was still resident at Five Heads 
Farm/Church Farm (now called Church Cottage) but he 
died towards the end of that year. By 1931 it seems there 
were no Burninghams resident in Holybourne. 
Linda Habberfield

The Burninghams The Burninghams 
of Holybourneof Holybourne
The first recorded Burningham in Holybourne was Henry, 
born 1762 in Froyle, the son of John Baldwin Burningham 
and his wife Ann. In 1784 Henry was indentured to 
Holybourne carpenter Thomas Trimming and around this 
time he married Sarah.  Later he was listed under Froyle 
Gentry in a local directory, and was prominent in the 
community with a seat on the bench of the assizes.  The 
couple produced two sons, both baptised in Holybourne, 
Benjamin born 1785, and Henry who died in 1797 aged 
just seven years.
Benjamin married Sarah Willis in August 1813 and over 
the course of sixteen years they had six children: Henry in 
November 1813, Benjamin 1815, William 1818, Sarah 1820, 
John 1823, and Elizabeth 1831.

In 1841 Benjamin was recorded in the census as a carpenter, 
but was also the licensee of the White Hart public house 
which occupied the old building, shown below.  This was 
replaced by the current building in 1900.

The 1842 tithe map apportionments show that Benjamin 
Burningham also owned property, a cottage and garden 
a few doors away from the pub, and three cottages and 
gardens on the corner of Mill Lane opposite Anstey Park 
where the creche is now.
In 1842 Benjamin’s daughter Sarah celebrated her marriage 
to Henry Gardener at Holybourne, but the following year 
tragedy struck the family when the eldest son Henry died 
due to an incident at work.
When Benjamin died in 1849, his wife Sarah continued 
to run the White Hart for a while, in the 1851 census she 
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Snuggleband
Much as I had suspected, Holybourne has immensely 
talented entrepreneurs who unless we happen to stumble 
upon them, remain hidden from sight.  One such far sighted 
individual is Primary School teacher, Katherine Shafe who 
from her home in Barley Fields, has developed a product 
that meets an age old demand from parents feeding young 
babies.
“Necessity really is the mother of invention,” Katherine 
reflects.  “I was a breast feeding mum, tired of supporting 
my baby’s head on my arm, where it would often end up 
stuck to me.  I looked around for something that would 
allow me and my baby, to be more comfortable while 
feeding and discovered that there was nothing purpose 
made so I set out to make something.”
Many hours later, with a crash course on how to use a sewing 
machine from her patient mother, the first Snuggleband 
came into existence. Essentially a cushioned band that is 
slipped over the mother’s arm and which supports the 
baby’s head, it offered immediate relief and soon attracted 
the attention of covetous other mums.  Indeed, Katherine 
points out, it is equally supportive to bottle feeding dads 
as well as mums!
“Very soon, friends and acquaintances were asking where 
they could get one and that was the start of the production 
line.”  With a new baby it was hard to find time to meet 
the demand but once the idea formed that it might be a 
small business, Katherine realised that there was no going 
back.  The first ones were made to order and any that were 
surplus, “I tried never just to make one at a time,” she recalls, 
were sold as soon as they were seen.
“A big breakthrough came when, recently I had my 
Snugglebands shared on social media by Sophie Hinchliffe 
(better known as Mrs Hinch) and Stacey Solomon (who 
commented that her Snuggleband was the ‘best invention 
ever!’) With a combined following of over five million 
people, these celebrity endorsements led to my Etsy shop 
quickly selling out, saw me sewing into the small hours and 
had me asking friends and family alike if they’d like to look 
after a two and three year old for a few hours!”  Katherine’s 
product and name even appeared in “Hello!” magazine!
The powerful thing that becomes immediately apparent 
when meeting Katherine is that this is a young mum whose 
drive for her business originates from a real need that she 
has herself experienced. It’s not a “frill” that might come in 
handy one day but a genuine help for hard pushed mums.  
The development of prototypes was fed by comments 
from customers and her own experience with two children, 
two years apart. 
“I learned early on that Velcro as a fastener was not a 
good idea.  Too noisy, it would wake sleeping infants 
(every parent’s nightmare) and it attracted fluff, so buttons 
became the order of the day.  I also knew it would have to 
be machine washable (babies are not too choosy about 
where they are sick) and completely portable.”  
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Charlie Walters
GP, van converter and “International” cyclist
You will read elsewhere in this edition of the HVA magazine 
about the White Hart Vueltas, Holybourne’s very own 
cycling club and might recall the article in the last edition 
about the home boat building exploits of Mike Barnsley.  
Bringing the themes of cycling and DIY together is Dr Charlie 
Walters, a founder member of the cycling club and the 
converter of his very own campervan which allows him to 
pursue his hobby to an international level.
A practicing GP in a Bordon surgery, Charlie does not 
get a great deal of time to pursue his passion for cycling 
so what time he does get, he maximises by travelling to 
cycling events in his purpose built ex-army Peugeot Boxer 
van. Lovingly remodelled to include all creature comforts 
it can carry two bicycles unobtrusively and has allowed 
him to compete in events that offer qualifying credit for 
international Gran Fondo world championship races. He 
and fellow Vueltas rider Tim Parker have both represented 
Britain abroad and achieved impressively fast times 
amongst Europe’s amateur cream.
“The vehicle took fourteen months to convert from a 
rusty white van to the functional purpose designed and 
comfortable campervan that it has become,” Charlie 
recalls.  “Besides getting me and my wife Helen to race 
events, I also long to use it to go skiing in the French Alps 
so it includes a great deal of insulation and even if electrical 
hook up is not available, gas heating, which should keep 
us warm.”
While Helen (also a doctor) gets her exercise through 
running, Charlie is only slowly returning to that after having 
given it up some years ago because of injury. It is cycling 
however that is very clearly his passion. By his own admission 
he is not among the youngest in the Vueltas group but he is 
certainly amongst the keenest and is a regular on their Friday 
and Sunday outings. Though numbers vary enormously 
depending on weather and other commitments, the group 
numbers around 70 and Charlie is proud of the relaxed 
atmosphere that welcomes anyone with a bike and a wish 
to pursue some exercise, drink coffee and eat cake.

Snuggleband continued
Like all small businesses with a good idea, the main 
problem is to somehow get it out there.  Snuggleband can 
be found on social media, on Facebook and Instagram (just 
Google it) and Katherine is just about to go live with her 
own web site. “See what happens is probably not the best 
of business plans” Katherine admits, “but I am meeting a 
need and my customers are thrilled with the quality and 
design of the Snugglebands.“
So if you know of any feeding mums and dads, or friends 
or relatives who are expecting, then perhaps this would 
be a wonderfully useful gift.  If you’d like to know more, 
Katherine can be contacted through her Etsy website  
www.snuggleband.co.uk or snuggleband@gmail.com

“Gran Fondo” roughly translated means, “Big ride” and are 
mass participation cycle events that have enjoyed huge 
popularity through Europe for decades and are now 
becoming worldwide. Just as “Park runs” have encouraged 
millions of people to get out and run on a weekend 
morning, so riders like Charlie and Tim have been inspired 
to compete in European races against riders who represent 
countries throughout Europe.
“I qualified as a British rider for three consecutive years 
before actually taking part in a Gran Fondo abroad and 
chose Varese in Italy as my first attempt. I was suffering 
from a chest infection at the time so did appallingly badly 
but the bug for the ‘Big Ride’ had set in and since then 
I’ve done better.”  Last summer he raced in Poland cycling 
150Km in under four hours and was the third placed British 
rider in his age group. “Tim Parker did similarly well but for 
some reason he appears to be in a different age group to 
me” Charlie muses.
Other events such as the “Chase the sun” across Italy and 
the slightly less romantic “Chase the sun” across England are 
under Charlie’s cycling belt and he has no desire to give up 
soon. Even an accident in which he broke his hip only kept 
him out of the saddle for a couple of months.  Perhaps it’s 
just as well that his doctor wife accompanies him on most 
of his trips.
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The Thorne Family
aatt

KEMP & STEVENS
Funeral Directors

Robin Thorne Dip FD LMBIFD Gill Thorne Dip FD LMBIFD
Michael Thorne Dip FD LMBIFD Geoff Thorne MBIE Dip FD LMBIFD
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Walkiesplease Ltd can help! We have a number of
year’s experience working and caring for dogs and
cats. We have a caring, local team who are all fully
insured, police checked and can be trusted to offer
an affordable option to meet your pet’s needs.

Working Long Hours?
Less Mobile?
Young Children?
Going away?
(Day Trip, Holiday, Hospital)

Doggy Day Care
Day care in the comfort
of a carer’s home,
including a walk

Dog Walking
Service
4 dogs max, a photo of
each walk

Dog boarding
Home Comforts of a
warm family home and
regular walks.

We also do pet visits for puppies, elderly dogs, cats or other small animals.
We can help you keep your Pets Happy and Healthy!!

  walkiesplease * 07546 500828 /01420 82611 *  hbswed@aol.com

Ca l l  Peter  Ch ivers  on : 01256 389124
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B P C A  M E M B E R  -  F U L L Y  I N S U R E D
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PETER CHIVERS PCS
WASP NEST TREATMENTS
DON’T GET STUNG
CALL FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE NOW

FOR ALL YOUR PEST CONTROL NEEDS:
Wasps, Bees, Rats, Mice, Moles, Cluster Flies, Squirrels,
Cockroaches, Rabbits, Pigeons, Bird-Proofing,
Emergancy Wasp Nest Treatments, Mole Trapping Specialist

Providing quality tuition in your local area.
English, History, French and German

- All ages and levels -

Alton Language Workshop

www.altonlanguageworkshop.org
07967 158975

alton.language.workshop@gmail.com

 

 

Yoga Classes 
with sue       

Holybourne Village Hall   Mondays  4.30-5.30 and 6-7.30pm 
Holybourne Church Wednesdays 7-8pm 
Broxhead Cricket Pavillion, Lindford  Mon & Tues 10.30-12 
Medstead Church Hall, Fridays 10-11.30 

1:1s and small groups also by arrangement 
Contact for enquiries and to book: 

07946 078559 
suetupper@btinternet.com 

www.suetupperyoga.co.uk for more details 
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When Things Go Wrong!                                               
The day of the monthly meeting had arrived. A Yoga teacher 
had been booked ages ago. Everything was prepared for 
an evening of relaxation and fun for members and guests 
alike. Prosecco was waiting by the front door. Cakes had 
been made. 4 o’clock just time to check emails and answer 
phone.  
An email from the Yoga teacher...
So sorry to let you down but I am really not feeling well. I 
won’t make it tonight.
Reply…
Thanks for letting us know. Hope you feel better soon.
Panic. Need a plan B. 
The next hour was spent frantically looking on line for a 
replacement Yoga teacher.  No such luck at this late hour.
Will everyone be happy with just bubbly and cake tonight?
Or can we step up to the challenge?
A few of us do Yoga regularly. How hard could it be?
After watching a few simple lessons on line thanks to You 
Tube and some scribbled notes, we were ready.
The result - an impromptu evening of fun and relaxation as 
planned. 

Holybourne Honeys WI

Moral of the story – things are never as bad as they seem 
and the Honeys are always such a valuable resource to rely 
on.
Look out for our 2020 programme on the new village 
website and notice boards. Visitors welcome on the third 
Thursday of the month £5.
holybournesec@hampshirewi.org.uk  
holybournewi@gmail.com

The Friends of Alton Abbey are fund-raising to provide a 
ramp access to the Abbey church. At present the sloping 
steps with white rail (seen in the picture) are very hazardous 
for all, not just the disabled.
On 30th May there [might] be an afternoon with Sue Morris 
and Alfred Bradley who will present a fascinating insight 
into the life of C. S Lewis  “Surprised by Joy   C S Lewis 
(1898 – 1963)”.  Aslan ... Puddleglum ... Reepicheep 
... the Dufflepuds ... Prince Caspian – many of us will 
remember these and many other much-loved characters 
from The Chronicles of Narnia, Lewis’s series for children, 
which he wrote whilst also in post as one of Oxbridge’s 
most scholarly academics. Lewis’s personal journey from 
atheism to Christianity was central to his life, and an 
unlooked-for romantic experience of extreme emotional 
intensity gave him powerful insights to human nature, 
as many will remember from Richard Attenborough’s 
film “Shadowlands”.  Born in Northern Ireland, he had 
spent some of his most formative teenage years living in 
Surrey at Great Bookham near Leatherhead  – a period he 
always described as the most perfect in his life. This talk 
will incorporate extracts from Lewis’s extremely diverse 
writings showing how that lad grew into one of Britain’s 
most popular writers of fantasy, science fiction, and moral 
debate.

Events at Alton Abbey

The talk will start at  2.30pm  and will be followed by tea.  
Tickets, which must be booked in advance, are £10 each, 
and are available from “Tickets”, Friends of Alton Abbey, 
Alton Abbey, Beech,  Alton, GU34 4AP. 
Cheques should be made payable to   “Friends of Alton 
Abbey’ and please include a SAE & a telephone number 
and/or email address.
On July 24th we hope to hold a Hymns and Pimm’s evening 
starting at 7.30pm. There will be more information available 
nearer the time, so do contact us about that or anything 
else: friendsofaltonabbey@gmail.com   
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The Bar
Our newly refurbished bar with roaring fire, cosy 

snugs, booths and bar seating serves all our core 

beers plus our seasonal brews and guest ales. 

We have the best artisan spirits, mixers and a soft 

drinks menu that’ll make every non-drinker drool! 

We also have a guest cider each week as well as a 

bottled range from local producers.

Opening times: 

Wed & Thur 5-10pm • Fri 3-10:30pm • Sat 12-10:30pm • Sun 12-6pm

Brewery Tours
Do something different or better still, buy a Brewery Tour as a gift!  

Our tours include a half pint of any Triple fff beer available at the time, to 

drink as our Brewer walks you through our brewery. Two further half pints can be 

enjoyed in our onsite bar afterwards. Vouchers are available online, by giving us a 

call or popping into our onsite shop.

The Shop
We stock an incredible selection of the best rated 

craft beers from around the world but if beers aren’t 

your thing then maybe our selection of artisan Gins, 

Rums, Vodkas, Whiskeys and more can tempt you.

Opening times:

Mon & Tue 8am-5pm • Wed-Fri 8am-7pm • Sat 10am-5pm

   triplefffbrewery

  @triplefffbrewer

  triplefffbrewery

triplefff.com
01420 561422 | sales@triplefff.com

3 Magpie Works, Station Approach, 

Four Marks, Hampshire, GU34 5HN

3.8% A.B.V.
BEST BITTER

alto nomine

4.2% A.B.V.
BEST BITTER
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Friends of Alton Station
After a very long saga, the 1892 footbridge at Alton station 
was removed at 5.45am on Saturday 7th March. The centre 
section was removed by crane and put onto a low-loader 
lorry and transported to Brant Storage, near Beech on the 
A339. This was a great success and the haulage company, 
Phill Bascombe Transport, did a fantastic job of getting it 
craned into its new home in one piece.
It is sad to report that the hopes of FAS to recover pieces 
of the remaining stair sections were scotched by Network 
Rail. The demolition company cut it all up with great gusto 
and it was carted away in skip lorries whilst the FAS team 
were dealing with unloading the central section. We feel 
that we were cheated of recoverable parts, meaning that 
the stair sections will have to be built as replicas.
Given the virus outbreak, we have mothballed the bridge 
for now. Once things get going again, we will need to make 
a start on restoration. As well as donors to help with the 
costs, we will be seeking volunteers to help with carpentry, 
project management and fund-raising, so if you can help in 
some way, we would be glad to hear from you.
Stephen Lewis, Chair of Friends of Alton Station  
www.Fr iendsOfAltonStat ion.org.uk   
www.facebook.com/f r iendsofa l tonstat ion  
w w w. j u s t g i v i n g . c o m / c r o w d f u n d i n g / a l t o n -
stat ion-footbr idge-campaign
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White Hart News

It is often said that the local pub is the heart of any 
community. Here in Holybourne, I believe, that is most 
definitely the case. The White Hart run by Lorne and Carey 
Robertson is a wonderful resource for the village offering 
excellent food, drink and company to all. However, apart 
from running a successful commercial enterprise, they have 
fully integrated themselves and gone the extra mile to help 
enhance the wellbeing of the local area. At our fireworks 
night, for example, they give their time and effort freely 
providing excellent food and drink at cost price only. Free 
refreshments are provided at our Remembrance and Carol 
singing, and many groups and societies are welcomed into 
the pub and are well supported. Thank goodness, they can 
survive on little or no sleep! A friendlier and more lovely 
couple you will struggle to meet, always ready for a chat 
and to help you put the world to rights. Let us not forget 
the other member of the family, Daisy the dog, who is there 
to welcome all her doggy friends! Don’t tell anyone but 
there are free dog biscuits behind the bar!
I have no hesitation in nominating Carey and Lorne as 
Holybourne heroes!
David Houghton

Hello Holybourne and Neatham from the White Hart 
in Holybourne
Well it has certainly been a while since I wrote anything for 
the magazine (I am sure many of you are surprised I had 
nothing to say for once!), however normal service will now 
resume. 
I hope that in spite of all the uncertainty over Brexit, 
Coronavirus and all the other doom and gloom in the world, 
that you will all be rest assured that The White Hart is a great 
escape.  To that end we have a pretty full calendar for the 
year ahead to make sure there is something for everyone. 
For the year ahead we will feature live music every month, 
along with our annual Hart Fest on July 18th with an all day 
line up of music, BBQ, Beer Festival, Bouncy Castle and 
more.  So make sure this date is marked in your calendars. 
Our Quiz night is now on the last Tuesday of the month 
and our Quizmaster Tim Newman has changed the format 
slightly, so it’s a bit less mastermind and a bit more fun.  So 
if you fancy a bit of a laugh with some friends and have 
a desire to show the world (or at least Holybourne) how 
clever you are, then we look forward to seeing you at the 
next one. 
On the food front we are making some big changes this year 
in order to ensure we have lots of great things to tempt you 
with.  You will see a broader vegetarian and vegan offer on 
the menu, along with a greater focus on local produce and 
seasonality than ever before.  Our kids menu is undergoing 

a substantial revamp to make sure it’s great value, healthy 
and most importantly enticing. We are also working hard 
with our suppliers to ensure we can offer even better value 
in our food so your hard earned £s stretch a bit further. 
Finally on the food front we will continue with our “Supper 
Club” as it has been well received, so if you’ve not been 
yet please do book for April 25th which will celebrate the 
bounty of Spring!  This is a great night with a tasting menu 
format featuring six courses with an optional wine pairing.  
It allows our apprentices to showcase some of their skills, 
along with delivering some exceptional food! It really is not 
to be missed. 
We are of course looking forward to summer after all of this 
rain, so we will be having a few more events in the garden! 
A proper British garden party for the 75th Anniversary of VE 
Day, a few BBQs planned for those great events like Father’s 
Day and Easter and of course we will be showing great 
sporting events like the Euros and Wimbledon.  So the 
garden is going to get some TLC with some more tables, a 
Ping Pong table, and you will even be able to order food 
and drink from your table rather than queuing at the bar.  
On a personal note (shameless plug) I am supporting a 
great local charity this summer and undertaking a pretty 
serious challenge as I join Team Endeavour in climbing 
Kilimanjaro! This is a fantastic charity which provides 
support to service personnel and their families when other 
avenues may either be unavailable or to slow to respond.  

Holybourne Heroes
Carey & Lorne Robertson
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Tel: 01420 87654 whitehart@holybourne.com 139 London Road, Holybourne, Alton, Hampshire. GU34 4EY

Mon-Sat
8am - 11pm

Sun
8am - 10.30pm

FOOD

Mon-Fri
8am-3pm / 5 - 9pm

Sat  8am - 9pm

Sun 8am - 8pm

In the past Team Endeavour has 
helped with funeral expenses 
for a young family who sadly lost 
a child to meningitis, provided 
support for injured personnel when 
injuries forced career changes, 
arranged support for families to 
have important experiences with 
children when parents have been 
terminally ill and much more. This 
charity is administered by a great 
friend of mine whose life has been 
dedicated to the service of others, 
so I am proud to get behind this 
great initiative. This year a team of 
12 will undertake the challenge of 
one of the world’s great mountains 
and one of our team will attempt 
to become the third person in the 
world to do so in a wheelchair. So 
to that end I have a goal of raising 
£4000 to support this charity and 
I am hoping that many of you will 
feel this a great undertaking and help support it.
If you would like more info, to donate, or bid on some 
of the auction items (which will range from tables for 
Christmas Day, having me as a private chef for a dinner party 
etc) then please feel free to visit my Just-Giving page:

TEAM ENDEAVOUR
OUR MISSION TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE

www.justgiving.com/Lorne-Robertson. You can also drop 
in the pub at any time and have a chat if you would like to 
know more or offer some support. 
On a final note, Carey, the team and I, would all like to say 
a big thank you for your continued support.  
Lorne the Landlord 
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Kindness, care, choice 
and community

Purpose-built property with a 
home-from-home feel and 
accessible gardens.

Rated

GOOD
by the 

Care Quality 

Commission

Brendoncare Alton
Nursing, dementia and respite care 
in a warm and safe environment.

Visitors are always welcome to look 
around the home and meet our team

For more information, please call 
us on 01420 593704 or email 
alton@brendoncare.org.uk

Brendoncare Alton
Adams Way, Alton, GU34 2UU

www.brendoncare.org.uk

Registered charity no. 326508

call:01420 561661

BLOCKED DRAIN?
PUMP PROBLEMS?
TANK NEED EMPTYING?

EMERGENCY CALL OUT24/7
www.altonpumps.com

We’ll keep you flowing
Blocked Drains

Drain Jetting

Pump Supply & Service

CCTV Surveys

Septic Tank Emptying*

Treatment Plant 
Installation*

*A re you read y for  the 2020 
S eptic  Ta nk & Soakaway regulation 
changes?  Alton Pump Services can

ACT NOW
help - call us today 
to discuss your 
requirements.

A lovely bunch of hard working, 
dedicated tradesmen who 
couldn’t do enough to help.

Clear pricing and an incredibly fast 
response. Thank you so much!““
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By the time you read this latest edition of the Holybourne 
Magazine, our village’s new website will have launched!
The new site (www.holybourne.com) builds on the legacy 
site, with a great new facelift and lots of interesting, useful 
and topical content.  
Kate Carmichael, who led the project to give the site a 
modern digital makeover, said, “It came from one of those 
conversations, where someone asked me where they could 
find out more about the village and it became apparent 
that we had a great opportunity to build something that 
was of genuine use to the community.”
Kate, on behalf of The Holybourne Village Association, 
sought the support of East Hampshire District Council, who 
kindly provided a grant to pay for the new website.  She 
then worked with existing webmaster Jill Gravestock and 
local web designer Carl Saunders to turn idea into reality.
Kate and Jill were keen not to duplicate all the great 
information that already goes into various other websites 
for Holybourne and its surrounding area.  But they wanted 
to build a site that brought together all these “information 
loose threads” into one place.
“We are delighted that, with Carl’s help, we have designed 
something fresh that is a ‘one-stop-shop’ for all our 
community’s local information needs,’ said Kate.
The site is indeed bursting with content. There’s a “What’s 
on?” calendar of events, information on Holybourne’s 

Holybourne Gets a 
Digital Facelift

myriad clubs and societies, plus links to useful local 
businesses and services.
Have you visited the new site yet?  Get online and take a 
look around, you might be surprised at what you find!
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Although the new extension is far from finished, Holybourne 
Theatre decided to take the opportunity of the annual pantomime 
to showcase the progress so far.  Nearly 1,000 people were 
welcomed into the theatre over three weekends to enjoy “Hansel 
and Gretel”.  The new foyer was temporarily carpeted (thanks to 
Castle Flooring of Fareham), filled with photos of the show and 
a stunning glass shop counter acquired from Sanford Bros the 
jewellers in Alton which ceased trading last year.  This all provided 
an excellent opportunity to explain our vision for the foyer and 
demonstrate the benefits that this will bring to the theatre.  Our 
plan is to complete the foyer before the 2021 pantomime when 
all will be in full working order.  Work continued on the foyer 
during the pantomime run; during the week the internal room 
walls were built and heating, power and lighting will be added 
shortly.  This did however mean cleaning the whole area at 

Holybourne Theatre
the start of each weekend in order to ensure safety and have 
everything looking at its best.

Holybourne Theatre has held an annual pantomime for about 70 
years, but – as far as I can tell – has never performed “Hansel & 
Gretel” (pictured).  Many of the Brothers’ Grimm tales have been 
rewritten as pantomimes, but some of their darker stories have 
been overlooked.  I was surprised at how many of the audience 
and cast were not familiar with the story. Perhaps it is considered 
too frightening as a children’s story?  Most of the Brothers’ Grimm 
fables have dark elements, but these are often edited out or de-
emphasised (particularly by Disney). However, this is impossible 
with Hansel & Gretel because the sinister plot is central to the 
story.  For those of you unfamiliar with the story of Hansel & Gretel 
here is a short synopsis. The two children are abandoned in the 
forest by their stepmother, they become lost and discover a 

house made of gingerbread and sweets.  The house 
belongs to a witch who fattens children up with the 
sweets in order to eat them.  The children overpower 
the witch and push her into her own oven.  So – you 
can see the challenge for any pantomime writer!  
Thankfully we found an excellent script with lots of 
humour and not too scary.  At the end of every show 
the cast members meet the audience, and many 
young children wanted a photo with the scary witch 
– so I think we got the balance right.

As I look ahead to 2020 we have more fundraising 
and building ahead of us, but the hard work is now 
behind us.  We are beginning to work on a show 
about the children evacuees during the war and a 
murder mystery for later in the year.  So please keep 
an eye on noticeboards, sign up to our monthly 
newsletter on our website or follow our Facebook 
page to hear the latest news.  We do appreciate your 
support.

Bob YellandThe partially-finished foyer with temporary carpet 
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Concert Rescheduled  
Saturday 5th December
Farnham Maltings, Farnham  
(performance by Luminosa Voices and Chamber Voices) 

Start time: 7:30pm (to include a talk by composer Cecilia 
McDowall on the Da Vinci Requiem)

Venue: Farnham Maltings, Bridge Square, Farnham, GU9 7QR

Programme: Cecilia McDowall: Da Vinci Requiem; Vaughan 
Williams: 5 Mystical Songs plus a brand new work from local 
composer Ali Willis performed by our Chamber Voices.

Soprano: Sarah Dacey

Baritone: Stuart Orme

Conductor: Rebekah Abbott

Organist: Michael Higgins

Ticket release date to be confirmed - watch this space for more 
information! If you hold tickets for the 28th of March, we will be in 
contact with you to deal with your booking.

Luminosa
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We have expanded to fulfil our customers needs

• Servicing
• Air conditioning servicing and re-gas
• Main dealer standard fault diagnostic equipment
• Brakes
• Cam-belts
• Tyres & wipers
• Exhausts
• Batteries

• Clutches
• All makes & models  undertaken
• Free courtesy car
• VW Kombi van specialist

01420 474541
www.brandautos.co.uk | enquiries@brandautos.co.uk

8 Kingsley Business Park, Kingsley, Hampshire, GU35 9LY

MIKE GARWOOD
AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERS

T: 01420 84458    F: 01420 88594 www.mikegarwoodltd.co.uk
Shelleys Barn, Shelleys Lane, East Worldham, Alton, Hampshire, GU34 3AQ

Generators 1-120KVA

ATVs & Mules

Deisel Engines
Collection or Mulching systems

Electic, battery & petrol:
Chainsaws, Blowers,
Strimmers, Shredders,
Hedgecutters
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Children’s TV favourite Basil Brush delights students 
and staff of Treloar’s 
On Thursday 30 January, students and staff of Treloar’s in 
Alton, Hampshire, were treated to a visit by Basil Brush 
who came to tour the School and College and find out 
about the work of Treloar Trust.
The tour began by meeting members of staff, taking plenty 
of selfies along the way before a rousing sing-a-long with 
school students in the Tech Hub.
Basil also visited a number of classrooms across the School 
and College to meet and speak to students, who were keen 
to stroke his furry tail and plenty of hugs were had, too.
The students at Treloar’s have complex physical disabilities, 
so meeting the celebrity fox was a great opportunity for 
them to use their communication skills to answer Basil’s 
questions about their experiences.
Basil Brush said of the visit:
“What a fantastic day I had seeing the amazing things 
Treloar’s are doing for their students. I had huge fun joining 
in with the classes, chatting and singing, so much so I had 
to have forty winks in the sensory classroom – ha ha!
Seeing the incredible technology that young people use to 
communicate was fantastic…after my day there the words 
inspiring and humbling come to mind with the sheer 
dedication of the staff.
It was a booming pleasure to be invited to witness close 
up what is possible and making what seems impossible 
achievable and creating happiness. I have never seen so 
many smiles! It brought a tear to my eye, but also hope in 
my heart. Well done to all students, teachers and carers. 
Boom! Boom!”

Treloar School & College

Martin Ingram, Principal of the School and College said:
“We were delighted to have such a unique celebrity visitor 
to our School and College. 
Everyone had a great time meeting Basil Brush, and we look 
forward to further visits in the future.” 
Treloar’s host another successful Future Fest 
For over twenty years the Future Fest has continued to 
offer an opportunity for students from Treloar School and 
College in Alton, Hampshire to meet service providers from 
a variety of sectors - from housing to advocacy services, 
care organisations and activity providers to universities. 
Future Fest 2020 was held on Friday 14th February with over 
40 organisations taking part. 
The event was established in 1998 to fulfil the aim of helping 
to prepare students to manage their lives as independently 
as possible once they leave the School or College. Treloar’s 
continues to encourage its students to make choices 
relevant to their future lifestyles.

Feedback from exhibitors 
and attendees was 
overwhelmingly positive. 
A parent commented: “I 
feel that, even if only one 
or two exhibitors prove 
useful then that’s all I need 
for the event to have been 
worthwhile”
One of the exhibitors 
commented: “Thank 
you very much the 
opportunity for us to have 
a stall again at Future Fest. 
We feel it is a great 
networking event and we 
look forward to next year, 
we have already put the 
date in the diary”.

Basil Brush visits Treloars

Treloar’s Future Fest
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YOUR FRIENDLY,
COMMUNITY OPTICIANS

Come in now or call for an appointment

Ganders Barn | Ganders Business Park
Kingsley | GU35 9LU

Sight Testing

OCT Scans

Contact Lens Fitting & Supply

Minor Eye Conditions

Organic Beef , Lamb & Pork  
Mill Farm Meat Boxes from £59,  
Fresh ‘Artisan’ Bread, Fruit+Veg   

Local Hampshire produce 
ARTISAN MARKET &EASTER EGG HUNT 

Saturday 11th April 10-4 FREE ENTRY 
Farm trails, walks + hot drinks, cakes! 

Farm Shop & Cafe 

Tel/Fax 0142022331 
Open: Wed– Sat 9am-5pm 
 Isington Nr. Alton GU34 4PN 

WWW.MILLFARMORGANIC.COM 
Follow us  
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Holybourne Church: Reverend Gordon Randall
As you read this at the beginning of April, Easter is only 
a week or so away and therefore Lent is almost over. That 
means if you have given up something for Lent it is nearly 
at an end! I do know people who give up cakes for Lent 
and so enjoy a hot cross bun on Good Friday. My wife, Ruth 
usually gives up chocolate for Lent so for her Easter Day is 
a real bonanza! 
While for many the Easter egg is just a nice treat over a bank 
holiday weekend, for those in the Christian church the egg 
is the symbol of new life and Jesus breaking out of his 
tomb on the first Easter day—the day of resurrection. That 
is something to celebrate!
May God bless you all this Easter time wherever you may be. 
Rev Gordon, Associate Vicar, the Parish of the Resurrection 
(Alton, Beech and Holybourne).   
For further information about the church and the parish 
www.potr-alton.co.uk and www.facebook.com/potralton    
Alternatively you can contact Rev Gordon on 01420 549567 
or at gordon.randall@sky.com
Corona Virus: Helping our neighbours
You may be aware that various forms or postcards offering 
help to neighbours who are self-isolating have been 
circulated via social media over the last few days. The 
ministers of Alton Churches would like to encourage people 
in this troublesome time to offer such help to those around 
us, if you feel that it is appropriate and safe for you to do 
so. To help us with this we have produced this supporting 
others sheet which can be printed out and used.
If you decide that you are able to help people in this way, 
please think carefully about the following guidelines:
• Please be realistic about what help you are able to offer
• Plan regarding payment for goods purchased
• Follow good safeguarding procedures
• In cases of specific need please refer to specialist services 

(e.g. Foodbank, Citizens Advice)
• Contact your minister should you require extra support.
A new email address AltonChurches@gmail.com has been 
set up to offer further support as is needed. This will be 
manned by different local ministers and checked daily. If 
you take up this method of help I would be delighted to 
know especially if you wouldn’t mind being contacted to 
help others in your immediate area of the parish.
Worship resources 
As we are currently unable to meet for Sunday Services, 
we are providing various ways to continue worshipping at 
home. Each week we will offer prayers, resources, videos 
and songs. Each week we will be uploading a YouTube 
video, linked from the POTR website, providing you with 
a document of simple worship that you can use at home. 
This has been produced by the Methodist Church.

Church News
You can watch live streaming from various places. How 
about going to one of these:
www.winchester-cathedral.org.uk
www.ccwinch.org.uk
www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-
service-daily-prayer (Church of England’s daily prayer).
Message from the Diocese 20/3/20
Today many schools will close, while teachers and other 
staff continue to provide teaching to those studying at home 
and to children of key worker and certain other families. 
Bishop Tim has written to headteachers of CofE schools 
across the diocese to thank them and their colleagues for 
this vital provision.
The Church of England has published further guidance 
intended to ensure the continued availability of wedding, 
baptism and funeral ministry, with information available 
on the national website and further advice being given to 
clergy today.
As we enter the first weekend without “church” as we may 
have previously known it, we are filled with hope as we 
hear of the many ways in which Christians are reimagining 
mission and ministry in these difficult times. Our churches 
are not buildings but communities of people, and we know 
that as we meet with God in new ways over the coming 
weeks, we will be united in worship even while we cannot 
come together in person.
Just as the Archbishops have reminded us, clergy and lay 
ministers will continue to offer prayers in their homes and 
churches at the heart of our communities. This daily rhythm 
of prayer, which is at the heart of a ministry of service goes 
on, and from wherever we are we can join the constant 
prayer of the Church, for the world, for others, and for 
ourselves.
Many churches will be live streaming prayers, worship and 
preaching this Sunday. Each week Christians will also be 
able to tune into a Sunday service broadcast across all BBC 
local radio stations at 8am. The first service this Sunday will 
be led by Archbishop Justin. This radio service will offer 
those who may find it more difficult to access services 
online the opportunity to be a part of a worshipping 
community, from wherever they are able to tune in.
Don’t forget that there is a growing resource of materials for 
prayer at home here , and that Sunday is not only Mothering 
Sunday but also a National Day of Prayer and Action.  
Together with our brothers and sisters from Churches 
Together in England, we invite you to, “at 7pm this Sunday, 
light a candle in the windows of your homes as a visible 
symbol of the light of life, Jesus Christ, our source and 
hope in prayer.
With our prayers and best wishes
The Bishops and Bishop’s Staff Team
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A J Robinson
Painting and Decorating

Interior/exterior painting and decorating service

Contact Allan on - Tel: 01420 89519 Mob: 07860232233

Email: ajrdecorating@aol.co.uk

Est 1989

Solar Power
Installation
Specialist

All electrical
installations
carried out

07774 479570
www.hankinelectrical.co.uk
01420 80935

Part P Compliant

www.philipcowdreyplumbingheating.co.uk
Tel/Fax: 01420 89937
Mobile: 07702 192152
Email: pcowdreyphs@gmail.com

LPG
Registered

BUILDING & PLUMBING

David C. Andrews
Building & Plumbing

Established 1967
Employing indentured and certifi ed
tradesmen able to carry out all 
aspects of their respective trades.
No job too small or too big.
Commercial, Industrial,
Domestic.

01420 84454
david.c.andrews67@gmail.com

Totalcare Pest Control
Your local pest control experts

Wasps
Rats
Mice
Moles
Flies
Ants
Fleas
Squirrels










Same day service and free on-site advice

For fast response call
Justin on 07909 527863

88 Queens Road, Alton GU34 1HX
www.tcpestcontrol.co.uk email: justin@tcpestcontrol.co.uk
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Spring 2020
Two storms named Ciara and Dennis hit the area two 
weeks apart in February, depositing steady rain at already 
waterlogged ground and this combined with renewed 
spring action from ground water along the Wey valley. 
This month the river has been full and fast and at times 
opaque brown with soil washed off arable fields from the 
surrounding hillsides. This turbidity was seen right at the 
source of the northern Wey in Will Hall Farm, Alton and from 
its main tributary the Caker Stream that has its confluence 
with the Wey in Mill lane close to the Holybourne boundary. 
After Storm Dennis, Truncheants Lane, parallel with the 
Caker Stream, was under water and in the flood hollow and 
balancing pond wither side of the Hangers Way footpath 
in Wilsom Road the line of the stream could not be seen 
amid the flood waters, but the next day the flood had 
receded and the stream was only slightly turbid with river 
gravel bottom just visible again. In Flood meadows, Alton, 
the marsh at the end of Tanhouse Lane was demonstrating 
its value in holding back flood water from the town. 
Headwater streams are typically “flashy” spiking quickly 
after heavy rain but soon draining and clearing afterwards 
with the silt settling wherever the flow slows.  Rivers are 
linear features and a location is at the mercy of events 
upstream.
Walking along the Wey in Holybourne on Sunday 23rd 
February the river, although high and fast flowing, was 
essentially clear again. On the banks were open flowers 
in the sunshine of the Lesser Celandine and blue of Field 
Speedwell and in the village purple of Lesser Periwinkle 
and Scented Violet, the first of the violet species to flower. 
Forty years ago I would look for these in early March but 
they seem to be at least a week earlier now. At the edge of 
the river at Neatham Mill were new shoots of Yellow Flag, 
so spring is under way, along with the increase in bird song 
now the days are lengthening. 
Dr June Chatfield OBE, Chair, Northern Wey Trust

Our River

London Road’s deep end
While it is enormous fun to drive full speed through the 
deep puddle adjacent to Upper Neatham Mill Lane which 
stretches for fifty metres along London Road, it is no fun at all 
if you happen to be walking along the pavement on either 
side at the same time.  Parents and children, dog walkers 
and joggers, have all been soaked by the bow wave of 
cars and vans. Please disperse the water with alacrity when 
the road is clear but in times of heavy pedestrian traffic, 
it is unkind in the extreme to soak people and might be 
construed as common assault.  Until the County Council 
do something about it and it’s been like this for more than 
fifteen years, we are going to have to be sensible and kind.
Jerry Janes

London Road Lake!

Lesser celandine
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Local  
Window Cleaning 

  
A service you can trust 

 
 

 

Please contact us for a free quote 
 

0800 0883 883  
info@harvardwindowcleaning.co.uk 
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The White Hart The White Hart 
VueltasVueltas
Breathing synchronised to the rhythm of the pedals. Wind 
whistling past the ears. Eyes searching for lurking potholes 
and treacherous drain covers. Fingers flicking their way 
through the gears, as the road rises up another Hampshire 
hillside.  Legs maintaining a constant cadence. Body still, 
ready to shift weight. The soft mechanical hum of the chain 
as it slides through the derailleur. A clear shout from the 
front of the peloton warning of an oncoming car.  The thrill 
of a swift descent. 
This is road cycling. 
We are the White Hart Vueltas. 
The club consists of a group of cyclists of all standards, 
with membership growing from a dozen originals in 2013 
to seventy plus cyclists today.  Our “club house” is in the 
White Hart, whose landlords have always been enthusiastic 
supporters. The name “Vueltas” comes from the Vuelta a 
España, the Spanish equivalent of the Tour de France. 
We have no fees, no rules and no elitism. Our shared 
enjoyment of cycling unites us and we encourage and 
celebrate the achievements of all our members - whether 
it is a new arrival cycling their first 25km Friday evening 
“TT”, or having not one but two cyclists (Charlie Walters 
and Tim Parker) compete for GB at the Amateur World 
Championships Road Race. 
We love our bikes!  From entry-level machines, to top-of-
the-range models worthy of professional cyclists (and not 
forgetting an occasional tandem), there’s a huge variety on 
show, all of which provide no shortage of subject matter 
for discussion and friendly banter.  
A tenet of the cycling community is that the ideal number 
of bikes to own is “N+1”, where “N” is the number you own 
today. One of our members, Phil Canale, was inspired to 
pen this poem for our 2019 year-end awards evening:
Tim Carmichael

N+1
N+1, you may have heard of it
Where the number you have currently is N
If you have nine of your favourite item   
Then N+1 says you need ten

N+1, it’s an interesting formula
It applies to things we like
We all have items we can’t resist buying, 
For me, well… it’s a bike
 
Bike you say? Well actually no
It’s more than one you see
N+1 is a great calculation
That takes us to two, or three
 
Three bikes? You’re kidding? No I am not
In fact it’s quite a few more
Cos with N+1 you keep calculating
And then the bike number is four
 
Four bikes? No way, I bet you have five
I’ll raise your bet to six 
With N+1 you keep on counting
It’s one way I get my fix!
 
The formula works on other things too
Sheds are one for the guys
In the interest of equality and not stereotyping 
There’s handbags, regardless of size
 
Small ones, large ones, the choices are endless
Buying one takes you to heaven
I’ve moved on from handbags, I’m back on to cycling
Where N+1 takes me to seven
 
Seven? Ok, we must be there?
Surely there cannot be eight?
Funny you say that, but there’s N+1
That’s why this formula’s so great
 
A roadie in carbon, a titanium one too 
And an alloy for winter time need
All these have gears for getting up hills
But the fourth is a single speed 
 
Five is a mountain bike, six is a classic
You really can’t beat the oldies
Seven and eight are a couple of Bromptons 
Otherwise known as my foldies
 
And there we have it, this ode to my passion
For me cycling is lots of fun
Christmas is coming, I know what I’m asking for
All thanks to N+1
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Congratulations to everyone in Holybourne Cricket Club for 
reaching a gigantic milestone of 25 years old since reforming 
back in 1995. Our success has been in part due to the great 
support we get from the residents of Holybourne, our 
players, coaches, juniors and parents who have supported 
the club over many years. It’s also due to the boundless 
enthusiasm of past and present committee members and 
friends of the club who pick-up the burden of hard work 
that goes on behind the scenes – we are truly grateful. 
We also need to recognise the contribution from Cherida 
Cannon and her family for the provision of the sports field 
on a long-term lease for the benefit of the village and to 
David Andrews, Chairman of the Holybourne Sports Field 
Trust and his fellow committee members. 

Cricket has long history in the village – we have a fixture 
card dating back to 1894 when things were very different 
with eight games played and only four of these were in 
Holybourne. In 2020 much has changed – we expect to 
play over 80 competitive matches in a four month window 
from May to August across all age groups so let’s assume 
that we play half that number of games in Holybourne you 
can quickly see the amount we rely on volunteers to make 
it all happen. 
I asked Mick Roberts, Club Captain to say a few words 
about the new beginning for HCC and as he describes it 
“the barmy hot summer of 1995”. 
“After a conversation held in the White Hart between Messrs 
Taylor and Robin Patterson-Knight it was thought that there 
was enough interest within the village to form a cricket 
side to play some friendly games on Sundays against other 
villages throughout Hampshire as long as they liked a beer 
before and after the game. The first two matches in 1995 
were basically inter-club games to gauge interest and see if 
enough of us could remember what to do. The first bunch 

of stars to grace the scorebook back then included Messrs 
Taylor, Robinson, Croucher, Kelly, Fitzgibbon, Minett, 
Hooper, Colbran and yours truly.
Some of us liked playing so much we then decided to start 
playing on a Saturday for Alton Bass CC and this was where 
our partnership with them started. It enabled us to play 
our games at the Bass Sports Ground whilst the pitch in the 
village was worked on to get it up to the required standard 
which was achieved in 1997 due mainly to the hard work 
of Phil Croucher. 
Under the leadership of Dave Mcgahey and Richard Kelly 
the club continued to thrive and we are lucky to have had 
very committed Chairmen and Presidents in the club over 
the years including our editor Jerry Janes. The formation 
of our own Saturday League Team followed in 1999 when 
we welcomed the likes of Rowlands, Parker, Carey, Rosati, 
Ayres, Millard, Adams, Pinnock and Kersley to bring down 
the average age and increase our ability. Our rise up through 
the leagues since we started has been phenomenal with 
our 1st XI still playing at County level. This platform of 
league cricket mixed with a strong Sunday social team was 
the perfect launch-pad for us to start looking at introducing 
a Colts section to the club.
The Colts section has produced so many talented 
youngsters over the years including Hampshire’s all-rounder 
Brad Taylor and still continues to provide the backbone of 
our Senior Teams. As a club the strong emphasis we place 
on our motto of “Playing to Enjoy” is shown throughout 
and we have a great history of families representing us and 
it’s still true today that there are plenty of dads and their 
lads playing in the same team – the Maddocks, Rhodes, 
Millard, Milner, Street, Frost, Patel and Hudson to name a 
few. So, hopefully with more to follow and who knows in 
twenty years’ time we might have Dudman, Martin, Carey 
and Spencer adding to that list plus the first grandchild 
following in the footsteps of the original players from the 
past 25 years.

Holybourne Cricket ClubHolybourne Cricket Club
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Throughout our history events (and partners) off the field 
have played an important role in bringing many villagers 
together at various social events. We have had great times 
with Firework Displays, Hog Roasts, Quiz Nights and many 
other themed Disco parties that have provided great fund 
raisers for us to develop the facilities both on and off the 
pitch”. Thanks Mick.
In a closing, a few words from our President Andy 
Maddock; “The future for Holybourne Cricket Club looks 
great with our 2nd XI promoted to the HCL Regional North 
East Division 1 which follows the promotion of the 1st XI in 
2018 to the HCL County Division 4 North – this is a brilliant 
performance over two seasons with our home-grown 
talent really stepping-up to the mark! Our Junior Section 
continues to feed talent into the senior team and thanks 
to Paul Taylor for his dedication to coaching players in the 
club since the beginning and Paul Allen for his support. 
On the organisation side, thanks to Martin Kitching for 
organising the junior squad managers and ensuring they all 
turn-up where they should be, on the right day and at the 
right time. Let’s really make our 25th year one to remember!”
2020 will be a year full of celebrations so keep an eye the 
new notice board by the gate of the sports field or on 
our website: http://holybourne.play-cricket.com/. The first 
event will be a new format T100 Inter-Club Match followed 
by a Quiz Night on Saturday 2nd May. To celebrate VE 
Day we are holding a Family Funday and Picnic on the 
Bank Holiday, Friday 8th May (VE Day). On 24th May we 
are planning an exciting 25th Year Anniversary Celebration 
for the Club involving our friends from the Football and 

Cup final Photo

At the time of writing the first team still remain unbeaten in 
the league and cup.  The first team have only completed 5 
league games but boast 100% record and are also still in 
both cup competitions as we enter the final period of the 
season.  The reserves have managed to play 9 games and 
despite their best efforts and close results they languish  
near the bottom of the table , but with still plenty to play 
for.  
We would like to say a big thank you to Kevin Bramley for 
managing the reserves over the last two seasons  but due 
to other commitments Kevin has stepped down.  However 
we are pleased to announce the arrival of the Eagle (Crystal 
Palace ) fan Dean Coupar who has agreed to take over 

the role.  We just hope that the lads can understand the 
cockney slang and hopefully manage an improvement in 
results. Unfortunately due to the recent wet weather neither 
team has managed to play for a while so we are expecting  
a backlog of fixtures going into the spring.
After matches the teams still congregate as the White Hart 
for kangaroo fining sessions which will be donated to a 
local charity at the end of the season.
We are always on the lookout for new players.  If you are 
aged over 35 and looking to play football (generally every 
other Sunday ) and also like to  socialise after the match 
then please get in touch .
Gary Magee, Team Manager   07464 549009

  Holybourne Veterans’ Football Club  Holybourne Veterans’ Football Club

Cycling Clubs. On 4th July we will join our American 
cousins celebrating Independence Day with a very Wild 
West theme! The final event of the year will be the hotly 
contested President’s XI versus the Chairman’s XI – it will be 
an action-packed summer!
The first Friday for outside Junior Coaching is 1st May 2020 
starting promptly at 6pm and the first league games start on 
Saturday 9th May and see HCC 2nd XI at home to Littleton 
& West Hill and the 1st XI away to Whitchurch both games 
starting at 1pm.
We look forward to welcoming everyone at the Sports Field 
at some point during the summer.
Peter Robinson
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HOLYBOURNE VILLAGE HALL

Available for public hire, offering a
maximum capacity of 60 people, a fully-
fitted and equipped kitchen, toilet
facilities and full level access.
The hall is situated in the centre of the
village, just a few yards up Church Lane
from London Road.

HOURLY HIRE RATES
Holybourne Residents
Weekdays: £9.50
Weekends before 18:00 £11.00
Weekends after 18:00 £12.50
Non-Holybourne Residents
Weekdays: £11.00
Weekends before 18:00 £13.50
Weekends after 18:00 £18.00

BOOKING ENQUIRIES
Vickie Kemp
01420 549074 / 07737 369803
villagehall@holybourne.com

ONLINE HALL AVAILABILITY
www.holybourne.com
Select the ‘Village Hall’
Press “Click Here to Book”

The china, glass and cutlery in the kitchen are all included in the cost of the hire.
Hirers must ensure that the duration of their booking is sufficient for any setting up and clearing up. Free access to the hall cannot be given for this purpose.

Village Hall NewsVillage Hall News
Due to a number of leaks the Hall was suffering in the 
cupboards on the side closest to London Road, the entire 
roof over this section was re-tiled late last year at a cost of 
around £3000.  Good job too, with Storms Ciara and Dennis 
doing their worst!  There is still some additional work to be 
carried out on the Skylights and to make good the ceilings 
which were damaged where the tiles were replaced.  A 
local roofer is quoting for the work, and it is hoped that this 
will all be complete by the end of the spring.
The trustees are still working hard to improve your Village 
Hall, and now that the entrance lobby and Hall have been 
redecorated, and the hall floor completely resurfaced, 
attention has once again turned to the major refurbishment 
of the hall’s toilet facilities.  Three quotes have been 
received for this, and the estimated total cost for the whole 
project is around £25,000.  The trustees are in the process 
of applying for grants from various funding bodies as, 
although we’ve managed to self-fund all the improvements 
and repairs over the last few years, this is simply way 
beyond the means of the charity.  The original hope  was 
to complete all the works in one “hit” over the summer 
holidays, but at the time of writing we may have to split 

the project into three or four parts as it seems increasingly 
unlikely that all the funding will be in place.
We will also be running fundraising events in aid of the 
above – there’s a Spring Quiz planned, and a wine tasting 
– with Master of Wine, one of only 389 working in 30 
countries worldwide – who has kindly offered to come 
and host it and share some of her knowledge.  Originally 
planned for April, this has been postponed due to other 
activities taking place at the same time in Holybourne.  Do 
keep a look out for when it’s rescheduled, it promises to 
be an interesting and informative evening. If anyone has any 
other ideas that could engage the imagination of the village 
and help the trustees raise funds then please get in touch
As always, you can stay abreast of events at the hall by 
“liking” our Facebook page, or by keeping an eye out for the 
(very!) occasional news bulletins on the hall’s noticeboard.  
If you’d like to find out more about becoming a trustee, or 
have a suggestion to help us improve the hall, then please 
let us know, either via Facebook or by email:
villagehall@holybourne.com.
Ben Kemp, Chairman
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Waterbrook Road (off Mill Lane) 

ALTON, GU34 2UD 
 

01420 571234 

Timber | Building Materials | Paving | Fencing | Bathrooms | Hand Tools | Ironmongery | Decorating | Doors & Windows 

Bathroom 
Design 

Board 
Cutting 

Free 
Parking 

Delivery 
Service 

Expert 
Advice 

Lift to 1st 
Floor 

Trade & 
Public 

Welcome 
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High-Quality Printing

Your partner in design

01252 314765 / 01252 330683

High-Quality Design

Parish & Church Magazines . Magazines . Newsletters
Brochures . Leaflets . Calendars . Postcards
Greeting Cards . Stationery . Banners . & More

Graphic Design . Page Layouts
Photo Editing . Text Editing
Content Management

Please get in touch if you would like us
to help you to make your newsletter or
magazine make its mark.

info@imprintcolour.co.uk www.imprintcolour.co.uk

01420 594644 info@sl-design.co.uk www.sl-design.co.uk

Imprint Colour Limited,
Unit 3 Pegasus Court, North Lane,
Aldershot, Hampshire. GU12 4QP

Stephen Lewis Design Consultancy, 4 Archery Rise, Alton, Hampshire. GU34 1PG

A High-Quality
Partnership


