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The Bar
Our newly refurbished bar with roaring �re, cosy 

snugs, booths and bar seating serves all our core 

beers plus our seasonal brews and guest ales. 

We have the best artisan spirits, mixers and a soft 

drinks menu that’ll make every non-drinker drool! 

We also have a guest cider each week as well as a 

bottled range from local producers.

Opening times: 

Wed & Thur 5 - 9pm  • Fri  3 - 9pm     • Sat  12 - 9pm   • Sun  12 - 9pm

Brewery Tours
Do something di�erent or better still, buy a Brewery Tour as a gift!  

Our tours include a half pint of any Triple �f beer available at the time, to 

drink as our Brewer walks you through our brewery. Two further half pints can be 

enjoyed in our onsite bar afterwards. Vouchers are available online, by giving us a 

call or popping into our onsite shop.

The Shop
We stock an incredible selection of the best rated 

craft beers from around the world but if beers aren’t 

your thing then maybe our selection of artisan Gins, 

Rums, Vodkas, Whiskeys and more can tempt you.

Opening times :

Mon - Fri  9am-5pm • Sat  10am-2pm

 
  triple�fbrewery

  @triple�fbrewer

  triple�fbrewery

triplefff.com
01420 561422  |  sales@triple�f.com

3 Magpie Works, Station Approach,  

Four Marks, Hampshire, GU34 5HN

3.8% A.B.V.
BEST BITTER

alto nomine

4.2% A.B.V.
BEST BITTER
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The last few months have been a real test of community, of 
quality of care and of individuals.  Holybourne has shown 
itself to be full of the most wonderfully altruistic people 
whose personal commitment to looking after those around 
them has been inspiring to see. 
I want to thank those who deliver this magazine because 
without them, we would have no magazine. What would 
be the point?  Thanks also to Tim Carmichael who stepped 
in during the worst of the crisis so far to get magazines out.
Like my wife and me, many have discovered or rediscovered 
the wonderful walks that are to be had around Holybourne. 
It’s been lovely to see families wandering past, recreational 
cyclists and runners out at all times of the day encouraged 
by the far smaller amount of traffic. Many have offset the 
frequent trips to the fridge while in Lockdown with long 
walks. What a shame that the most oft used tracks are 
littered with piles of dog poo. For goodness sake people!
In this edition we welcome lots of new writers telling us 
about their Lockdown experiences: a ward sister from 
Basingstoke hospital giving us her moving account of life at 
the sharp end of the virus; fantastic Scrubs producers and 
individual accounts of our very different lives also appear.  
Along with regular contributors, I hope you enjoy reading 
them all. If you have a pet hate, why not get it off your 
chest?  Don’t be afraid to put an alternative point of view.
A new feature is “Our Home” the first in what I hope will 
be a series of articles about the places in the village that 
people live. It might not be a mansion but perhaps your 
home is interesting because you built it, or because it has 
an interesting history? Why not share it with us?
You will read in this magazine how hard villagers have 
worked for the good of their community.  It might be that 
for really good reasons you have kept your head down and 
your distance from others. If however you find yourself 
with time on your hands, why not make yourself known 
through the Holybourne Community Whatsapp group, the 
Holybourne Facebook pages or the Holybourne website?  
There are always things that need doing and always, sadly, 
people in need of help. Ask not what your village can do 
for you but what you can do for your village. 
Finally can I remind everyone that the crisis is not over? The 
threat and danger are still very real.  Take care, stay safe 
and be sensible. Wearing a mask out of doors when in the 
company of others is the very least you can do.  We all 
ought to be doing it.
Jerry Janes, Editor   jerrymjj@outlook.com
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Editor’s Thoughts
“These are strange times.”  How often have you said or 
heard that over the last few months? When I last wrote 
for this magazine we were at the start of a worrying viral 
outbreak. Now, 60,000 deaths later the true scale of what 
has happened in this country is only just starting to be 
understood.  Did we get it right? Would it have been better 
if people had behaved more responsibly?  What we do 
know is that without the unstinting personal sacrifices and 
incredible courage of our front line medical workers, it 
could have been so much worse.  We owe them a huge 
debt of gratitude and I have floated the idea of a permanent 
tribute to them in Holybourne. What do you think?
Our medics were supported by the superb efforts of the 
Holybourne Scrubs contributors who slaved over hot 
sewing machines turning out more than 200 sets of scrubs 
for local surgeries, care homes and hospitals. Wonderfully 
coordinated by Claire Millard, we again owe them our 
thanks. See page 11 for more on this.
The problem with thanking anyone at all for doing what they 
did on our behalf is that I am bound to miss some people 
or groups. Essential workers, teachers, delivery drivers, train 
and bus drivers, shop workers, those involved in logistics 
and distribution, our wonderful Refuse collectors, the 
Police, Council workers and a host of other people I don’t 
know about all merit our sincere gratitude.  The care staff at 
the Lawn deserve our most sincere thanks.
More locally there were Holybourners who shopped and 
delivered for the vulnerable in our village. People who 
rang the isolated just to chat and keep them aware of what 
was going on in the locale.  I know of those that tended 
gardens, swapped or donated items for people who 
needed them. Our wonderful vicar Gordon Randall and 
his boss Andrew Micklefield and their team of colleagues 
opened up new ways to worship.  They provided solace 
and comfort across the area besides also having to carry 
out the sad duties at cemeteries and crematoria before a 
handful of mourners.
There are always those that rise to the challenge of any 
crisis. Our particular thanks go to Lorne and Carey at the 
White Hart and Paul and Jo at the village shop.  I cannot 
overstate the contribution that they have made to the 
wellbeing of the village. Like the Windmill, the pub refused 
to close and Lorne and Carey found ever more imaginative 
ways of helping people out.  Want some yeast? The pub’s 
the place. Similarly Paul and Jo have not only gone the extra 
mile but sprinted the extra marathon in their willingness 
to meet the needs of the village.  At a time when many 
of us were at home tending the garden with little else to 
do, these four and their employees worked tirelessly and I 
know I speak for the whole village in offering them our most 
sincere thanks.  You can read their own reports elsewhere 
in this magazine.
Finally I want to return to our medics. To my shame I don’t 
know how many people from Holybourne were working 

on the front line. I know some of them and will name them 
elsewhere but it takes a different kind of courage to risk 
your lives on a daily basis for complete strangers. Soldiers 
usually have armour and weapons to protect themselves 
but for long periods of time our medics were ill-equipped 
and facing an enemy that we knew very little about.  Can 
I, on behalf of the Holybourne Village Association and 
therefore on behalf of the village itself, thank and salute 
you. You are the very real heroes of our time.

The Problem with Poo!
During the lockdown, one of the most wonderful things 
for me, has been seeing so many people walking in our 
beautiful environment.  We are blessed to live in such a 
fantastic part of the country but that pleasure is often 
soured by exposure to tons and tons of foul dangerous 
waste. Dog poo to be precise.
What is the problem with Dog poo?  Well…. 
Unscooped poo from your walk is carried by overland 
water flow or is washed into storm drains, ending up in 
faraway streams, rivers and ground water.  We drink that.
Pet waste can spread parasites including hookworms, 
ringworms, tapeworms and Salmonella. When infected 
dog poo comes into contact with your lawn, the poo will 
eventually “disappear”, but the parasite eggs can linger for 
years! When a human or animal comes into contact with 
that soil through everyday activities like walking barefoot, 
gardening or playing, they risk infection from those eggs 
... even years after the poo is gone.  The same is true for 
anywhere else your dog chooses to foul.
Pet waste is teaming with E. Coli and other harmful bacteria 
including faecal coliform bacteria, which causes serious 
kidney disorders, intestinal illness, cramps and diarrhoea in 
humans. (There are 23 million faecal coliform bacteria in a 
single gram of pet waste!)
Dog poo often contains roundworm larvae, which cause 
blindness. If a human ingests a roundworm larva, it can 
migrate through the body causing disease to the brain, 
lungs, kidneys, liver, heart or eyes. So when people 
(especially children) touch soil, dog toys or anything that 
has been in contact with dog faeces and then touch their 
mouths, they can become infected.
Dog poo doesn’t just “wash away” or disappear. So if you’re 
not disposing of your dog’s waste, you’re putting yourself, 
your family, your dog, your water supply and everyone who 
walks around Holybourne at risk.  If you choose to own a 
dog, please be responsible. The only safe course of action 
is to bag your dog’s poo (wherever they deposit it) and 
then put it in an appropriate bin. PLEASE, do not just boot 
it off the path into the undergrowth where children will run, 
walkers will stand to maintain social distance from other 
walkers, or other dogs will scamper.  Pick it up. It’s your 
dog and your poo. If you can’t do this, then give your dog 
away. You don’t deserve to own one of these wonderful 
companions.
Jerry Janes, Editor
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Holybourne Village Association
COVID-19 has really brought out the true spirit of being 
British.  In our village, Lorne and Carey, Paul and Jo have 
done a sterling job ensuring the village had supplies of just 
about everything – including bread flour and yeast.  Arthur 
has continued to maintain our lovely churchyard and the 
pond has provided a haven for wildlife and humans to 
enjoy and reflect.
Various WhatsApp groups have sprung up – some just for 
support others for a very specific purpose – the Holybourne 
Plant Swap group have been particularly active. 
There has been a huge amount of activity on the Holybourne 
Scrubs WhatsApp – originally to make scrubs for one local 
doctors surgery which quickly grew into making over 200 
scrubs for various surgeries, care homes and Alton Hospital 
– you can read more in the article penned by Claire Millard 
and Helen Walters. Lorne has been busy juggling a grocery 
service, laying floor tiles and completing his degree.  
Despite this he has also managed to text instructions on the 
Holybourne Support WhatsApp so we can all enjoy the 
fruits of his labour in his kitchen – pies, fish and chips and 
curries were particularly tasty. 
VE day was a socially distanced event celebrated across 
the village – so many people sat in their front gardens and 
so much bunting and flags it really was a sight to behold.
Life has completely changed  -  people have had to get 
used to working from home, home schooling their children 
but not seeing loved ones has been a real challenge for 
us all.  So many of us have learnt new skills (there would 
seem to be a large amount of bread bakers from what I can 
understand) and how many of us have ‘discovered’ new 
walks around our wonderful village?  How lucky we are to 
live here – with access to open spaces all within a short 
distance from our front doors.

HVA have continued to meet – by the wonder of Zoom.  
Meetings have been far shorter but unfortunately this has 
not meant we’ve spent an extra half an hour at the White 
Hart…
HVA are aware of the proposed Veolia Incinerator on the 
A31.  The No Wey Incinerator group has been formed and 
you can read their article on page 7.  Once we have seen 
and studied the formal proposal, HVA will most likely 
be objecting on the grounds that it is not an appropriate 
location for such a development as it is in a rural area on the 
edge of a national park.
After much research we have drawn a blank regarding the 
ownership of the village pond.  Alton Town Council will be 
discussing the proposal of taking over the ownership.  HVA 
believe that this would be a good idea but we wouldn’t 
want the pond to change in appearance in any major way.  
Do you have a view? We would be interested to hear it. 
Although the date will have passed by the time you read 
this, we are due to make a presentation on this matter at the 
ATC Open Space Committee Meeting on July 22nd.
We meet on the second Tuesday of the month – usually at 
the Village Hall from 20:00 but please drop me an email 
and I will either send you a zoom invite or confirm we are 
meeting in person.
Julia Campbell Vice-chair HVA
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Books Beat Boredom!
Looking for something to do while at home?
We would love you to listen to children read 
or read to them while they’re not at school.

Introduce your favourite book to the younger 
generation; let them introduce you to one of 
their favourite books or pick an entirely new 
book – all that we ask is the book chosen is 
age appropriate.  Children would benefit from 
the reading routine while not at school and 
it will hopefully provide some much needed 
entertainment and company for people at 
home.  All interaction will take place remotely 
on whatever technology is available for both 
listener and reader.
Holybourne & Neatham children will 

be matched with local 
residents.  If you are 
interested   in finding 
out more (whether 
parent of child or 

resident), please contact                                     
Tessa Laughton:  

tessa.laughton@gmail.com

We are a small group of  mature
carers who can provide care in the

privacy of  your own home.

Assistance with personal care
Continence care

Arranging appointments
Meal preparation, shopping

Light housework
Daytime sitting service

Overnight stays

We are all insured and work
independently but still work together

as a team so we can provide cover
for any holidays or sickness.

References available
Tel: Carol 07753 178468

Email: c.may981@btinternet.com

Zumba Rocks Holybourne!
Throughout the Lockdown Ginny 
Upshall of “Mint Condition” (pictured 
below) has had to drum her heels 
waiting for the all clear to reopen her 
business but at the same time has 
held weekly exercise sessions for the 
residents of her road, Downs View. 
For the first time, at the end of June, she 
moved her venue to the sports field and 
invited the whole of the village to join 
in a Zumba session. About a hundred 
people of all ages, shapes and sizes 
turned up for a fabulous hour’s fun in 
the sun. All safely-distanced of course.
Sadly because 
of concerns 
over Covid-19 
it can’t be 
repeated yet, 
but once it is 
safe to do so, 
let’s hope it is!
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The NO WEY INCINERATOR campaign to stop Veolia 
developing an incinerator in Froyle Parish has gained 
wide support. We have developed a website, Facebook 
page, JustGiving page and a Twitter account:  
www.noweyincinerator.com  
www.facebook.com/groups/noweyincinerator  
www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/no-wey-incinerator 
www.twitter.com/weyincinerator
Veolia have submitted their planning application to 
Hampshire County Council.  Hence the campaign is moving 
to the next and most critical phase to date.
It is nearly time for everyone to act.  The next phase is to 
help as many people as possible to object effectively to 
the planning application.  Individual submissions, based 
on the issues, will most influence the decision making 
process.  To this end, there will be a new poster campaign, 
a flyer drop to all local households and media platforms 
will be constantly updated.
The main objections are likely to focus on: visual impact, 
proximity to the South Downs National Park, the noise and 
traffic of demolishing the current Material Recycling Centre, 
the building of the incinerator and then its operation, 

Say: NO WEY

Existing

Proposed

the fact that the waste is commercial and not necessarily 
from Hampshire, there are no identified users for the heat 
generated and that Hampshire needs to recycle more 
waste, not burn it.
Do keep an eye on the website which will be updated 
as the consultants provide the best ‘material planning 
considerations’ to include in your submissions.  Objections 
written in your own style will carry the most weight, but the 
website will include a form that you can complete.  Most 
importantly, when the flyer arrives at your door, please take 
action and submit your objection.  
The visual impact of the proposed development is clear 
from the “before” and “after” composite images below. 
Following the completion of the validation process by 
Hampshire County Council planners, the Veolia planning 
application (33619/007) can be viewed at:  
https://planning.hants.gov.uk/ApplicationDetai ls.
aspx?RecNo=21197 
The public consultation opened on 3 July and the deadline 
for comments is 14 August.  Now the fight really begins.
Sue Stephenson – Media Coordinator
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ROOKERY
BARNS LTD

Complete your country home...

Quality, Style and Service since 1998
tel: 01420 488870 | www.rookerybarns.com

As your local barn specialist, we have designed and 
constructed over 900 oak barn-style buildings in the last 20 
years. We offer to take care of every stage of your project:     

� Designing your barn
� Securing planning approval if required
� Groundworks and landscaping
� Barn construction and erection
� Roofing, electrics and internal fit-out
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It’s a great privilege of the Editor to choose each edition’s 
Holybourne Hero. This time it is a particularly challenging 
decision because of the demands that Covid-19 has made 
on the people of our community.
I want to preface my decision with a heartfelt apology. 
I simply do not know everyone who works in the care 
industry and who lives or comes from Holybourne. If you 
are a GP, a nurse or hospital worker in some capacity, then 
I offer you my gratitude and respect.  If you are a police 
officer, a member of the armed forces, a delivery driver or 
shop worker then once again thank you. Thanks again to our 
inspirational teachers and classroom assistants. But to those 
I have forgotten or fail to mention I can only apologise. 
Sincerely. The list is simply immense. 
It’s a nightmare for family of those working on the front line 
in hospitals and GP surgeries. All you can do is sit at home 
and pray that your loved ones will be ok. To our GPs and 
receptionists thank you. To our pharmacists and those that 
cared for the students at Treloars particularly, thank you. 
This time I am going to name four individuals whose 
courage, determination and sacrifice has elevated them 
above all else in my opinion.  All four are nurses. All four 
have met the virus head on, sometimes ill equipped but 
always surrounded by supportive colleagues and a public 
that has accorded them appropriate hero status:

Alison Tait (see article over page). The 
demands the role has placed on her is 
evident in her account of life on the ward. 
She has helped those in her team and 
also those of us in the village through her 
account, to understand something of the 
traumatic pressure this dreadful disease 
has placed on our trusted medics. She is 
an amazing woman who inspires others.
Katie Minette, the daughter of John and 
Gill Minette is a paediatric nurse at St 
George’s Tooting.  She usually works 
on a paediatric oncology & infectious 
diseases ward but has now been co-
opted onto the Covid-19 testing pod at 
St George’s. Like our next hero, she is a 
young woman who has had enormous 
trust and responsibility placed on her 
shoulders. A recent “poster girl” for 
recruiting, Katie has got on with her job 
and despite their natural anxiety, made 
her parents incredibly proud of her. Us 
too Katie.

Holybourne Heroes

My next hero is another young woman, 
one I had the pleasure to teach and 
someone that has never understood the 
concept of tranquillity or mainstream 
anything. She is Sophie Legg, a fearless 
opponent of Covid and just the sort of 
personality you’d want on your side if 
you were fighting for your life.  Sophie is 
an Intensive Care nurse in the Royal Bath 
Hospital and has been caring for Covid 
patients throughout the epidemic.  She knows the risk she 
faces on a daily basis but is unwavering in her commitment 
to her patients. They are lucky to have her on their side.  Her 
responsibilities meant she could not visit home for some 
months after it all exploded and I know how much her 
worried parents, Ysanne and Peter, missed her. We do as 
well Sophie. Stay safe.
Finally another nurse, another young 
woman and the mother of two young 
children. It takes a special kind of 
courage to work in hospital at this time 
and particularly when you might come 
into contact with potentially fatal bugs.  
It is even more of a challenge when 
you might bring those germs home. 
Eleanor Magee, the daughter of Graham 
and Jo Trott and herself a resident of 
Holybourne is working in the Oncology 
department at Basingstoke Hospital. 
When the virus first appeared she wondered if it might be 
more sensible to live temporarily in Basingstoke but has 
continued to live here while working there. Her role does 
not bring her into daily contact with the Covid patients 
but her dedication to the seriously ill patients she cares for 
merits our appreciation and respect and like the others, she 
is a true hero of Holybourne.
One again I must apologise to any serving medics I have 
not mentioned. I know Dr Charlie Walters has worked in 
his surgery throughout the crisis and that his wife Dr Helen 
Walters has been a reassuring figure in the village from 
whom you know you will get an informed and honest 
answer about the current state of things. I also know that 
neither will welcome any public fuss being made over 
their roles. I know Sister Jane Brown has worked full time 
at Chawton Park Surgery and carried out home visits during 
the emergency and has not always had the reassuring PPE 
that she and the others deserved.  I know too there are 
many others that have worked in medical administration, 
Helen Edwards among them. I thank them all. Your efforts 
have held back what could have become apocalyptic, if 
70,000 deaths is not so already.
So to our four Holybourne Heroes, Alison Tait, Katie 
Minette, Sophie Legg and Eleanor Magee, I welcome you 
to the elite band. Your courage is immense. Your selfless 
commitment should inspire us.  To you all, take care, stay 
safe and thank you.
Jerry Janes, Editor



10 Summer 2020 www.holybourne.comHolybourne
Neatham& Village Magazine

It started as a storm in a distant place where we could 
only sense the faintest of winds drifting our way. Within 
six weeks this storm was to become our entire focus and 
unearth us from our normal lives.
The preparation was starting to build with speed; as 
images came from Europe of endless beds in a Spanish 
museum, of army trucks in Italy carrying bodies away from 
overwhelmed hospitals, and stories of horrendous ethical 
choices having to be made on a daily basis to rationalise 
care; we were briefed that this was soon going to be our 
reality, our hell. 
I then began to experience the most amazing, humbling 
and incredible team work; in my team, in our hospital 
team and in our Trust as a team. Daily briefings from our 
Exec team issued details to guide us, central hubs set up 
immediately to centralise resources, and Senior Command 
teams appearing on our ward supporting us. 
Guidelines changed by the hour which was so stressful to 
keep on top of but everyone was in the same boat and we 
simply did our absolute best. Being resourceful became 
absolutely key. We had to set up as many isolation cubicles 
as we could for potentially positive and confirmed positive 
children so we de-commissioned all our outpatient rooms 
within a day. The playroom was packed up and emptied 
and set up as a 5 bedded bay ready to receive additional 
patients. Oxygen and beds came in, toys went into storage 
and we even found hand bells to use as call bells. I 
realised we could use my own 2 way radios that I use on 
the campsite in France with my children so families could 
call us from their isolation cubicle to the desk. This gave a 
moment of light humour as children radioed us making up 
their call signs through the day and night. 
The news was coming in of the demand for ventilator 
spaces for adults. I welcomed the adult ITU team onto our 
children’s ward to see if we could support this need. Clip 
boards appeared and oxygen demands calculated. We 
were able to offer eight adult ventilated bed spaces on the 
children’s ward if needed. We planned in preparation how 
we would welcome the adult team onto our children’s 
ward and how we would best support them.
The pace was intense and the need to reassure staff was 
huge for me. As the Ward Sister I am in the privileged 
position of knowing my staff and being their leader. I could 
see the stress building and so wanted to reassure my team. 

I drafted an emailed letter to my team, and I checked this 
letter with a friend in the military who took his soldiers 
into Afghanistan. I wanted it to echo the rallying nature 
of a commander taking his troops to war, coupled with 
understanding and reassurance:
Dear  Team, 
I am emailing you as we head into difficult and 
more uncertain times ahead. I want to reassure 
you all of how proud I am of every member of the 
team as we go into the next few weeks. 
We know that this pandemic will sadly get worse 
before it gets better.  For us, this means that we 
could face increasing uncertainty and situations 
that would have been unimaginable just a few 
weeks ago.  We might find ourselves supporting 
different areas of the hospital and having to leave 
our comfort zone and step out of our team for a 
time, we may find ourselves involved in difficult and 
demanding clinical situations. 
In all this, and during every shift you do please 
remember how fantastic you are, what amazing 
care you give, and call upon that conviction you 
have to deliver compassionate care to the patients 
in your hands, their families and the staff we work 
with. I draw personal strength from the confidence 
I have in your individual and collective skills and the 
dedication you demonstrate on every shift.
Please give time to yourself, as it is going to be 
hard, unsettling and at times emotional. Allow 
yourself to know it is okay not to be okay.  Talk to 
friends, team mates and me. I am here to support 
you all, and also acknowledge that this will be 
tough and demanding. I know that you will have 
both professional concerns and, in some cases, 
very personal worries.  It’s going to be a scary time, 
and we should all do our best to recognise that in 
advance – it will make it just a little easier as the 
crisis hits harder.
I will of course be keeping you all up to date with 
any changes that we need to meet as a team, 
and in the meantime may I thank you all for being 
truly fantastic, and it is an honour to be your Sister 
at a time such as this. 
Yours, Alison

I sent the email to my nurses and our Consultants and found 
I had a flood of lovely emotional responses. I had done the 
right thing it seemed. This was uncharted territory for all of 
us and I was trying to be the best leader I possibly could.
The backdrop to all this was the National response and 
the effect this had on our personal lives. Our normality 
was falling apart and daily we were having to adjust to 
massive changes for our children, and our lives. Three of 
my nurses, and myself all had to face our weddings being 
postponed, GCSEs cancelled for my son, George, and other 
staff’s children in the team. Family gatherings cancelled, 
holidays binned, nurses and consultants with partner’s 

A Ward Sister’s A Ward Sister’s 
StoryStory
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jobs threatened. The burden was immense and seemed 
to gather another layer of change and sadness daily. As the 
Sister I was the one to hear the sadness, the concern and 
anxiety. I found myself absorbing their sadness and anxiety, 
but reassured that I must be doing a good job as they 
shared their stories with me. 
I remember as I drove home on Wednesday 18th March 
after a day where I felt so completely drained emotionally 
and physically exhausted I just absolutely sobbed. I am 
not entirely sure how I got home really as I don’t think I 
could really see the road through my tears. As perhaps is 
our instinct in times when we are at our limit, I called my 
mum and sobbed and sobbed. She talked to me as I drove 
and gave me that wonderfully unique motherly reassurance 
that I could do this. I was home and Kevin had never seen 
me so upset, so pale and so drained. 
The expected wave of patients continued to gather pace 
and we braced ourselves for what was to come. We 
prepared our areas, we communicated with our teams, we 
ran simulations to check our drills and we were ready.
As we did this, the nation started to clap and on a dark 
evening on March 26th Kevin and I (pictured) stood outside 
to clap our teams with pride. 
The wave of noise from our village clapping was amazing 
and actually quite emotional. We didn’t know this was 
going to be become a national weekly event with the noise 
growing greater in villages and towns with pots and pans 
being added to clapping hands. 

I drive to work and pass so many 
pictures stuck in windows drawn 
by children thanking the NHS and 
I feel so touched, so valued and 
appreciated, but also slightly 
embarrassed as I am just doing the 
job I love, have always loved with 
such a fantastic team. 
I stood in the Hospital entrance 
as the Nation held a minutes’ 
silence to remember the staff 
who had died. This was so moving and so surreal. I am 
used to standing respectfully for our fallen servicemen in 
November, but not for medical and nursing staff who have 
died trying to save others. 
We continue to go into work as our friends stay at home to 
protect the NHS and we are actually so grateful for this bit 
of normality in our lives, of seeing our work mates, chatting, 
and laughing at our attempts at home schooling. I set up a 
team WhatsApp group at the beginning of all of this and it 
has been so brilliant for team morale and really good fun. 
I feel so incredibly proud of my team. And now as we have 
just celebrated VE day and all that it ended, and all that the 
end of the war created for our nation – not least the NHS, I 
do think we have perhaps begun to value again as a Nation 
the dedication and amazing nature of NHS staff which I am 
so proud to be part of and witness every day in my team. 
Alison Tait

Holybourne Scrubs Can a duvet cover save a life?
Holybourne’s community spirit is often referred to but this 
is a fantastic story of how it actually was put to wonderful 
use.  Dr Helen Walters and Claire Millard take up the story.
It is amazing how many duvet covers our village has tucked 
away - blue, green, floral, striped, Disney characters, dogs 
and bones.
It is also amazing how many sewing skills our village has 
tucked away – pattern printers, pattern cutters, sewers, and 
logisticians (is that a word?).
When Charlie Walters’ GP practice in Bordon were preparing 
for COVID they realised that to reduce the risk of infection 
staff needed to be able to throw their work clothes through 
a 60 degree wash as soon as they got home. They needed 
surgical scrubs and put in an order. It rapidly became clear 
that their order would not be delivered in time. Another 
solution needed to be found.
The call went out and throughout the village linen 
cupboards were scoured, duvet covers from long-past 
childhoods, sheets and pillowcases from past houses and 
past colour schemes were given a new lease of life – in 
order to help those busy saving lives.
COVID meant that Holly Yendell had to delay the launch 
of her exciting range of clothing specifically designed for 
those with physical disabilities: ‘L:able’. So instead she 
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Kelly Scrubs

It’s June and at long last our social interaction no longer has 
to be exclusively through the unflattering distorting lens of 
a gadget with a front facing camera which technology has 
afforded us, enabling us to practise ‘digital togetherness’.
Social distancing has isolated us for so long, but lockdown 
restrictions are being increasingly relaxed and we can meet 
up in person, face to face, and connect as living breathing 
human beings once again. Soon we shall be able to hug 
and embrace each other, fulfilling our most natural instincts 
in the world of being with family and friends. 
Video platforms such as Skype, Facetime and Zoom have 
come the closest to replicating physical connection. This has 
been life under lockdown rules – remote check-ins which 
actually had the unhappy knack of increasing any existing 
feelings of isolation. We could keep social communication 
alive through Zoom chats or Skype birthday parties, but 
they can never substitute fully for the comfort we take in the 
physical presence of others.
Often the experience of seeing family and friends on a 
screen both relieved the ache we felt for their presence 
and also sharpened it. It was bitter-sweet, heightened 

used her fashion design 
skills and equipment 
to print out the large 
pattern pieces for tops 
and trousers: men’s and 
women’s, small, medium, 
large, XL and XXL…
Claire Millard coordinated 
an army of up to 25 
seamstresses in producing 
scrubs in response to 
grateful orders from 
the surgeries. All the 
seamstresses sewed 
around work, home-
schooling and caring 
commitments using striking 
patterns and contrasting pockets to add joy and style. 
The “Scrubs” Whatsapp group buzzed with sewing chat 
– “How are we finishing seams?”, “Which new sewing 
machine do I get?”, “Is anyone else having trouble setting 
in the sleeves?”, “Has anyone got anymore elastic?” – and 
with colourful pictures of finished garments and even some 
being modelled by frontline staff. What set out to supply 
one surgery rapidly expanded into a service that supplied 
5 local surgeries, Alton’s Community Hospital and Brendon 
Care before moving onto joining with “Alton Scrub Hub” to 
provide for other local care homes.
In the end the Holybourne Scrubs group stitched in excess 
of 200 sets of scrubs. And none of it would have been 
possible without the village’s duvet covers. So watch out 
for socialising to begin, where the bunting will be out, 
made from the duvet scraps. An event for all to share in, 
whether you donated, stitched or wore. 
Venue: The White Hart  
Date: to be confirmed when restrictions allow 

Having got the call from the Holybourne Scrubs group, 
Lynn Kelly put her talents to work and resurrected some 
long forgotten fabric (pictured right).
The back-story to these wonderful scrubs is that they are 
made from duvet covers which were used for Lynn and 
Richard Kelly’s grandson when he came to visit.  They 
were probably the first ‘dedicated’ ones Lynn bought and 
therefore had a special place in her memories and were 
not ones she would have willingly thrown away.  She was, 
however, delighted to play her part in making the scrubs 
and so pleased they are being put to a very good use. 
One of many of our community who used their time, their 
talent  and their generosity to contribute to the national 
effort to kit out our medics. We salute you all! (Ed.)

Holybourne Scrubs 
continued The Loneliness of The Loneliness of 

the Long Distance the Long Distance 
LinkupLinkup
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During lockdown I have struggled with life like a lot of 
people. I have had Mental Health issues all my life and 
have lost direction during lockdown. I then discovered 
Diamond Art work. It is actually small crystals you place on 
to a glued background. It is very time consuming but every 
evening it has been a life line. I complete the pictures and 
Pete frames them for me.  I hope to maybe sell some at a 
Craft fair in the future as having completed a least 18 I don’t 
think we can hang them all at home.

by finally pressing ‘close’ or ‘leave meeting’. We were 
having two experiences at the same time, reaching out yet 
realising what we’d lost. The person in front of us may have 
sounded and even looked like our son, daughter, mother, 
father, grandchild  etc, but they were also just pixels. There 
was a gulf between the ease of face to face conversation 
and the more awkward process of interpreting facial cues 
and body language on a screen that might freeze, blur or 
go blank, apparently through no fault of our own!
The biggest discrepancy between video and real life 
linkups of course is touch, and screens cannot deliver even 
the faintest hope of physical contact. Touch is so important 
for warding off loneliness. Human beings have adapted 
to thrive and survive in groups, and neural mechanisms in 
our brains link social relationships to health and wellbeing, 
whether it is joining in our exercise, tai chi, yoga or dance 
classes, being part of a bridge, camera, or sports club, 
walking with our friends and dogs, enjoying a barbecue 
with folk in the garden or having a drink and playing darts 
together at the pub.
In order to relax and  be healthy, the brain needs to know it 
has support; that someone else is there to help, should the 
need arise. Physical contact is the most natural and powerful 
way of communicating that, and whereas video calls help 
us to stay connected digitally, we have nonetheless felt 
lonely, because they will always lack so many of the non-
verbal components and cues that make up the basis of our 
human relationships. 
Liz Lawrence  

Life in Lockdown: Life in Lockdown: 
Doreen PackhamDoreen Packham

Applying  the diamonds with special tool 

An array of Doreen’s artwork
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Living with Autism:
part 2
Readers might recall the article that Kellie-Jayne Cox 
wrote three years ago on the trials and tribulations of living 
with Autism. She takes up her story again…
I had planned to write an article for World Autism 
Awareness week at the beginning of April, but events 
somewhat overtook us!
I last wrote an article in the summer of 2017. At that time, 
I really wanted to raise awareness about autism and give 
special thanks and praise to the wonderful, people, 
services and educational settings that had helped us on our 
journey with our son Henry who was diagnosed with autism 
spectrum disorder and global delay in November 2015.  I 
gave special praise (and still do at every opportunity) to 
the wonderful staff at Bushy Leaze who, as an early years 
setting, are absolutely amazing and helped get us on the 
right path in the very early days.  Henry’s school, Hollywater 
in Bordon continues to exceed expectations.  The staff and 
Head Teacher, Steph Clancey, are wonderful and incredibly 
inspirational.  Ms Clancey’s dedication and passion for 
the students is plain to see.   The daily experience that 
Henry has benefited from at Hollywater since he started 
is exceptional and we are truly grateful for their nurturing 
and attention to individual needs. Whilst they follow a 
curriculum that is tailored to the individual, they work on 
so many other life skills including independence, language 
and personal skills.  For the last two academic years Henry 
enjoyed weekly horse riding lessons provided by the 
Woolbeding Group, Riding for the Disabled.  We got to 
watch Henry ride a few times and it was heart melting to 
see the skills he and his friends had learned as well as the 
therapeutic enjoyment that it brought them all. Henry also 
does cooking every week and recently got to go on the 
Flying Scotsman, which given his love for trains, was a huge 
adventure!
I also have to give huge thanks to Disability Challengers, 
who run holiday and weekend play schemes.  The staff 
there are amazing and Henry always has such a fun time.  I 
worry about their future following COVID - 19 and envisage 
that as a family we will be looking to do a great deal of 
fundraising events for them in the near future as families 
would be lost without their service.
At the time of writing in 2017, Henry was just about to turn 
5 and at that time was still relatively non-verbal and relied 
heavily on visual aids by way of photographs, picture 
exchange cards (known as PECs) and Makaton signing.   
These aids benefited Henry’s communication enormously 
and slowly but surely his words started to follow.   He has 
continued to flourish and now has a broad vocabulary and 
is able to communicate his wants and needs to us which 
is amazing to hear.  Those things that takes his attention 
and interest tends to dictate his use of language and play. 
For example at school he learnt the story of Jack and the 

Beanstalk and the Three Little Pigs so for weeks, probably 
months thereafter, he would re-enact those stories which 
was so lovely to hear.  Henry has such an amazing memory 
which has undoubtedly helped with his vocabulary.  
Another favourite is animals and fish. Again his memory 
has enabled him to learn most names off by heart which is 
quite astounding when watching Blue Planet.
Henry still has a huge love for water, which he finds very 
calming.  Naturally one of his favourite places to visit is the 
seaside. He loves the calming nature of the waves and feel 
of the water. This can be particularly beneficial if he has had 
a period of distress or sensory overload. 
We were naturally quite anxious about the prospect 
of lockdown and potential change to Henry’s routine, 
however, he has coped remarkably well in all honesty. 
Perhaps because we are all here together, he has not thought 
too much of it.   Given the length of time it has gone on for, 
it will undoubtedly take us quite some time to get him back 
into his usual routine when that time comes.  I have worried 
a lot about the absence of schooling during this period 
as it has been impossible to do any ‘home schooling’ 
with him. Like many children with special needs, Henry 
totally detaches home and school, so it is difficult to even 
mention the word school without him getting distressed.  
He has made lots of repeated requests to go to a few of 
his favourite places, including Birdworld, the Zoo and his 
Uncle Adam’s house!  Somehow, we have got through 
those moments and I think it will be more enjoyable than 
ever before when those visits can take place.  
On reflection, I can see that Henry has really benefited from 
this time at home with us all, he is at his happiest when he 
feels safe and secure.   He has loved playing with his trains, 
cars and playing with his big sister Phoebe, who he adores.   
Our real godsend though has been our frequent walks 
which have most definitely kept us all going and made us 
appreciate more than ever how lucky we are to have such 
beautiful walks on our doorstep. 
No doubt many parents have found this period very 
challenging at times, probably for many different reasons to 
us.  It is difficult to fully explain our day to day challenges as 
parenting a special needs child is a very different journey. 
Regardless of that, what many of us have gained is quality 
time together and this is something many of us crave as 
life is so fast paced now.   I for one will certainly always 
be grateful for this precious time together when the world 
around us has been so uncertain.
 It has certainly been a time for reflection and thought and 
so I will end on this note.  I am, of course, biased but have 
always thought that everyone could do with a little bit of 
‘Henry’ in their lives as he really does get so much pleasure 
from the simple things.   Hopefully, if you see Henry walking 
around the village you will be able to see the huge joy on 
his face as he skips along, does a little laugh whilst listening 
to the birds or tilts his head so that he can really feel the 
wind on his face and through his hair.  He reminds us all 
that the simple things in life are so enjoyable and we have 
much to be thankful for.
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Luminosa Voices should have been celebrating their 
tenth anniversary year with special celebrations and 
a particularly magnificent repertoire across three 
concerts. Not being able to perform live so far has 
been a significant disappointment. At the time of 
lockdown, the Choir was making final preparations 
for their landmark concert on 28th March which, 
of course, had to be postponed. However, that 
programme of music will still be performed once 
it is safe to do so.

Covid-19 has affected individuals in the choir which the Luminosa 
family has felt at its heart but music and friendship have sustained 
the ever-growing choir which  has continued to rehearse ‘virtually’, 
pretty much from the start of the ‘Covid months’. They have been 
musically industrious, meeting on Zoom each Tuesday for two 
hours to practise singing techniques, learn new pieces and sing! 
There is even a ‘virtual’ social chat in small groups afterwards. 
Consistently dynamic in her leadership of Luminosa, Choral 
Director, Rebekah Abbott, has applied her skills in musicianship 
and innovation to inspire in the Choir a ‘can-do’ attitude, assisted 
by her strong team of vocal specialists: Jonathan Upfold, Alison 
Willis and Chris Gardner. They collectively give so much to the 
Choir. Pieces that the Choir have been enjoying and refining are 
Copland’s ‘Long Time Ago’, Eric Whitacre’s ‘The Seal Lullaby’ and 
Samuel Barber’s ‘Sure on this Shining Night’. (‘The Seal Lullaby’ 
is one of Luminosa’s much-loved pieces which the family of 
Luminosa choirs has been rehearsing with a view to producing a 
virtual performance combining the forces of all singers from age 
5 upwards. More on this in future articles!) All these pieces were 
on the cancelled programme for the Choir’s American-themed 
July concert. 

Until March, none of the Choir had sung ‘virtually’ before but 
most are now confident using Zoom and delighted to be able to 
keep up their singing and meet as a group, safely from home. The 
Choir’s weekly on-line progress can be followed on Facebook 
and Twitter. 

In place of Luminosa’s Petersfield 
concert on 4th July, the Choir 
hosted its first ever informal 
virtual ‘Come and Sing’ of  Fauré’s 
Requiem. Singers who joined in 
from far and wide learned some 
valuable vocal techniques and 
applied them to singing Fauré’s 
wonderful piece.….all from the 
comfort of their own homes! 

The junior members of the 
Luminosa family have also been 
busy singing on-line. They have 
been working on pieces with an 
American influence, including 
songs from the shows and 
musicals, all accompanied by 

Luminosa Defy 
Covid-19 with 
Music!

supportive videos in between sessions.  They will be joining 
in ‘The Seal Lullaby’ project. Leaders Jonathan Upfold, Josh 
Robinson and Ali Willis include games and interactive activities 
in the singing which makes each rehearsal a very social occasion! 
Luminosa Young and Rising Voices are still having fun and their 
exploits can be followed on their Facebook and Instagram feeds. 
More about these groups of inspiring young singers can also be 
found on Luminosa’s website www.luminosamusic.com

Luminosa Voices hope it won’t be too long before they can 
perform live once again but, for now, are working hard on making 
an even better sound!

Free quotation and
consultation
Fully qualified and
insured
References available

Specialists in Ponds,
Water Features, Paving
and Timberwork

For all your
hard and soft
landscaping needs

Tel: 01730 601931
Mob: 07795 615526

thrivelandscapes@aol.com
www.thrivelandscapes.org
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Well, what a roller-coaster the last few months have been 
and how exhausting both mentally and physically. The 
Covid-19 pandemic has impacted Holybourne Shop & 
Post Office in many ways.
When the lockdown was first implemented, we saw a 
massive upturn in all of the services that we provide at the 
shop. From the increase in mailed items, it felt rather like 
Christmas again with piles and piles of post leaving the 
Post Office each day with people sending essential items 
to their loved ones that they could not see. We also saw a 
huge increase in the number of newspaper deliveries and 
were fielding a constantly ringing telephone which for a 
small team was quite overwhelming.
However, we were able to instantly change our business 
model and pull in additional suppliers to stock the items 
that customers were unable to purchase elsewhere either 
because stocks were scarce, or because they could not 
face the massive queues at the supermarkets. We provided 
items which included flour, yeast, eggs, toilet rolls, Cooked 
Frozen Meals, tons of fresh fruit and vegetables and vast 
quantities of fresh meat from our favourite butcher – Soles 
Butchers of Alresford. So much meat, that we have put in a 
dedicated meat chiller to cope with the influx. Of course, 
all the stock needs putting on the shelves, so well done 
to our staff for getting stuck in and to Paul for facing the 
cash and carry on pretty much a daily basis. Our take-away 
beer service from Triple FFF and Fallen Acorn breweries 
has also been extremely popular. We will continue to stock 
everything that people want and need!!
In terms of employee health, we have so far avoided any 
health impact and this is due to the constant wearing of 
gloves (we have gone through roughly 10,000 pairs so far), 
constant sanitisation and cleaning of the shop, limiting the 
number of customers to only 2 at a time (apologies to our 
neighbours for creating queues down the street at busy 
times and thank you to those who have queued in both 
the sun and the rain!). We have implemented screens at 
the Post Office and Retail counters, removed any touch 
items such as the pick and mix section, coffee machine and 
hot food counter. However, these have been substituted 
with additional items that do not require handling so that 
customers do not miss out. These services will be re-
introduced once we feel that it is safe to do so. We are 
also happy to see the return of “early morning” Carole who 
works in the shop helping us with newspapers/baking/
cleaning who is always full of beans at 5am (unlike Jo and 
Paul!). With the shielding of some of our delivery staff, it has 
been a challenge in re-organising our newspaper delivery 
service but we hope this has been achieved with little 

impact on the service provided (it’s a struggle doing a 2.5 
hour drive before the day is even started properly!!)….
We have also reduced our opening hours from 6am to 4pm 
for the time being so that we can concentrate on providing 
a free grocery delivery service for those in isolation and in 
need, and are delighted to have served a regular group of 
local residents both in Holybourne, Alton and surrounding 
villages such as Froyle, Blacknest, Binsted and Kingsley. 
We have delivered well over 400 food parcels, full of 
essentials such as milk, cheese, eggs, flour, meat, cakes, 
fruit and veg, pastries, household items including the ever 
needed loo rolls, plus lots of chocolate which seems to 
be getting people through this!! Well done to the girls in 
the shop for co-ordinating the deliveries, and to Paul and 
Jez for taking out the boxes. We are more than happy to 
continue this delivery service going forward and to add on 
any additional newspaper delivery requirements. We will 
be returning to normal opening hours shortly.
We would like to say a big thank to everyone who has 
shopped with us, supported us, and to our suppliers for 
coping with the massive increase in requirements. A big 
thank you to all our staff for coping with the demand, Stanley 
for looking after crowd control, and lastly a huge thank you 
to the staff at Bentley CE Primary School for looking after 
our daughter Sophia through the last few months – as key 
workers doing extremely long hours, we would not have 
been able to do this without you.
Jo and Paul

By Anna MacInnes from Upper Froyle
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Local  
Window Cleaning 

  
A service you can trust 

 
 

 

Please contact us for a free quote 
 

0800 0883 883  
info@harvardwindowcleaning.co.uk 

Tel: 01420 87654 whitehart@holybourne.com 139 London Road, Holybourne, Alton, Hampshire. GU34 4EY

Mon-Sat
8am - 11pm

Sun
8am - 10.30pm

FOOD

Mon-Fri
8am-3pm / 5 - 9pm

Sat  8am - 9pm

Sun 8am - 8pm
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The White Hart Returns!
So this is our post lockdown world, which I hope is treating 
you well so far?  I am sure by now many of you will have 
been back to the pub, or are hopefully hearing from your 
neighbours about the measures we have been taking to 
keep you safe.  I thought it might however be beneficial 
to recap some of the measures we have taken, just to make 
sure they are clear and everyone feels safe and confident in 
using their local pub. 
First and foremost there are a number of social distancing 
measures, from one way systems to an order and pay app, 
online bookings via our website, along with numerous 
types of PPE used by the team.  This is augmented by not 
only a new cleaning regime but also a change of chemicals 
to enhance this. Our new hand sanitiser is not alcohol 
based but rather works on a change of PH level, so it not 
only sanitises your hands, but also remains effective for 
up to two hours on your hands. We think this a marked 
improvement over the traditional types of alcohol based 
sanitisers which become neutral over a very short period 
of time.  The hard surface sanitiser we are using is similar 
in nature and has an effective life of 14 days, providing 
what we feel is substantial level of reassurance.  In order to 
further complement these measures we have also had an air 
decontamination system installed, which are the two units 
you will notice mounted on the walls in the dining room 
and bar. These use a multitude of technologies that I won’t 
go into at this time, however as the air circulates through 
the units from around the pub they kill any bacteria, virus, 
mould etc that might be in the air. All of these measures form 
part of the extensive risk assessment we have undertaken in 
order to ensure we are a Covid Secure environment.  We 
hope you will feel that we have gone a bit further than the 
basic requirements and feel confident and safe when you 
join us in the future. 

Lockdown was obviously a challenging time for all of us 
and we hope the takeaway food along with the groceries 
provided a bit of respite.  We were certainly overwhelmed 
by the positive feedback and support provided by the 
community, so as we get the business running again you will 
see a return of some of these offers. So please do watch 
our FaceBook, website and social media links for updates 
on these things as they develop. Aside from the takeaway 
food and groceries we were kept busy with renovations 
to the pub, from replacing the kitchen floor, repainting 
much of the pub to completely renovating the toilets and 
most of the flooring throughout the pub! We have certainly 
acquired many new skills from being able to lay tiles and 
commercial flooring, a bit of carpentry and more and we 
are certainly glad to be back to business as usual. To say we 
have a new found respect and admiration for builders is an 
understatement!  We would also like to give a nod to the 
many many people who provided advice, a helping hand 
and at times even some ad hoc counselling to make sure 
we didn’t go insane. There are too many of you to mention 
but it does remind us of what a fantastic community we 
live in and what makes Holybourne & Neatham so special 
to all of us. 
So what does the road ahead look like? Well, we will 
be making a return to some great summer food, from 
revamping our famous burgers a bit, a superfood Nicoise 
Salad and the famous BBQ Ribs. Our Supper Club will be 
back in the autumn, which we hope will be a delight for 
all of the foodies in the community, along revamping the 
bar menu a little bit as well. So we hope it’s a case of there 
being something for everyone.  As always if you have a 
suggestion, a favourite dish, gin or anything else, please 
don’t hesitate to drop us a line. 
In closing we would like to again mention how proud 
we are to be part of a community such as Holybourne 
& Neatham as the support and camaraderie shown by 
everyone really was remarkable. 
We look forward to seeing all of you soon.
Lorne, Carey & Daisy  
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Cry me a River

continued...

On the rare occasions when I have had to attend a funeral 
of a close friend, a near relative or indeed one of my 
parents, I have generally been able to hold it together. 
Until, that is, the organist strikes up a favourite hymn and I 
try to join in. Then there is the familiar lump in the throat and 
my voice cracking up, especially if I try to sing loudly or for 
that matter anything like normal volume. There is something 
about music that amplifies the sentiment, and if you’re 
not careful can turn you into a gibbering wreck! A box of 
Kleenex tissues is no match for the ensuing flood! 
So, on VE Day 2020 I was not at all surprised to see many 
war veterans pretty well composed. But that was only until 
Vera Lynn’s recording of “We’ll meet again” was played. 
After just a few words joining in, tears began to roll down 
veteran cheeks and voices crumbled! These brave soldiers 
who truly loved their fellow men tried to hide their feelings 
but Vera’s voice ringing out was all they could cope with 
and thereafter they completely lost it.
“Keep smiling through, Just like you always do, Till the blue 
skies drive the dark clouds far away. So will you please say 
hello, To the folks that I know, Tell them I won’t be long...”
So, what does it take to produce a piece of music that is 
a tear-jerker or is in any way memorable? Is it the words, 
the melody, the personality of the singer or the particular 
circumstances creating painful or delightful memories?
Well, it’s not necessarily the words – millions and millions of 
hours of orchestral film theme music have been composed 
over the years, for films like Chariots of Fire, Doctor Zhivago 
and perhaps the biggest weepy of them all Brief Encounter 
where Celia Johnson and Trevor Howard tear themselves 
from each other’s grasp to the strains of Rachmaninoff’s 
second piano concerto and go their separate ways. Boo-
hoo. There’s not a dry female eye in the house and not too 
many of the older men either. Why is it that you get more 
teary as you get older? Damn it!
No, it seems we don’t need words to express deep 
emotional entanglement. 
“What was that you said Dolly?” “What about the words in ‘I 
will always love you’ and sung by Witney Houston?” 
“How did it go again?”
I will always love you-oo-oo, You you-oo-oo, will always 
love you oo-oo.
“What great words! What great mind came up with these 
gems? Oh, it’s you Dolly, sorry! No offence meant!”
No, it’s definitely not words like these anyway!
But, hang on a minute! What about the poignant words 
used when love fails. Here’s ABBA at breaking point:
“Knowing me knowing you (a-ha), There is nothing we can 
do
Knowing me,  knowing you (a-ha), We just have to face it’
This time we’re through, Breaking up is never easy, I know

But I have to go. Knowing me knowing you, It’s the best I 
can do.”
Oh, yes that’s poignant all right! The words have it!
So, who is going to make the case for melody? 
If you ask the Liverpool fans, most of whom couldn’t hold 
a tune in a handcart, they would say that ‘You’ll never walk 
alone” is a rattling good tune and they really enjoy belting 
it out. Bless ‘em.
“When you walk through a storm, Hold your head up high
And don’t be afraid of the dark. At the end of the storm 
there’s a golden sky
And the sweet silver song of a lark.
Walk on through the wind, walk on through the rain
Though your dreams be tossed and blown”
Joe Cocker also made a good tune but asked “What would 
you do if I sang out of tune? Would you stand up and walk 
out on me? Lend me your ears and I’ll sing you a song, I’ll 
try not to sing out of key”
 Apparently he could do it with a little help from his friends!
Oh yeah! So maybe there’s a case for melody winning out 
in the end!
Look out! Keep your heads down, here comes diva Gloria 
Gaynor making the case for personality and telling us that in 
spite of the many problems and challenges you have faced 
her with, no matter what – she will survive!
What a fabulous person she is and boy! does she make a 
huge case for the importance of personality.
When it comes to memorable occasions what could be a 
better case than a pair of lovers, arms spread-eagled on the 
prow of a liner aiming for New York whilst Celine Dion sings 
“My heart will go on” 
Who knows how that film ends? Certainly, it is a journey to 
remember!
That tune is jolly hard to get out of your mind however you 
view it.
So, is it words, melodies, personalities or memories that 
create the greatest music? What is it that will bring friends 
together hugging and kissing, singing and reminiscing? 
Most of all I would say it is LOVE SONGS and heartbreaks 
that top the sentimentality stakes.

Get a grip man! For Goodness Sake!
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Walkiesplease Ltd can help! We have a number of
year’s experience working and caring for dogs and
cats. We have a caring, local team who are all fully
insured, police checked and can be trusted to offer
an affordable option to meet your pet’s needs.

Working Long Hours?
Less Mobile?
Young Children?
Going away?
(Day Trip, Holiday, Hospital)

Doggy Day Care
Day care in the comfort
of a carer’s home,
including a walk

Dog Walking
Service
4 dogs max, a photo of
each walk

Dog boarding
Home Comforts of a
warm family home and
regular walks.

We also do pet visits for puppies, elderly dogs, cats or other small animals.
We can help you keep your Pets Happy and Healthy!!

  walkiesplease * 07546 500828 /01420 82611 *  hbswed@aol.com
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PETER CHIVERS PCS
WASP NEST TREATMENTS
DON’T GET STUNG
CALL FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE NOW

FOR ALL YOUR PEST CONTROL NEEDS:
Wasps, Bees, Rats, Mice, Moles, Cluster Flies, Squirrels,
Cockroaches, Rabbits, Pigeons, Bird-Proofing,
Emergancy Wasp Nest Treatments, Mole Trapping Specialist

Providing quality tuition in your local area.
English, History, French and German

- All ages and levels -

Alton Language Workshop

www.altonlanguageworkshop.org
07967 158975

alton.language.workshop@gmail.com
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1:1s and small groups also by arrangement 
Contact for enquiries and to book: 
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suetupper@btinternet.com 

www.suetupperyoga.co.uk for more details 
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Lockdown not Shutdown                                                
Holybourne Honeys have continued 
during lockdown with good humour and 
determination. Here are some of our stories 
and experiences.
Like many in the village we had some volunteers 
who made scrubs for local surgeries and 
hospitals. Whilst most are competent sewers 
others were unwavering in their endeavour….
‘On day one I sewed the patch pockets on the 
inside of the trousers rather than the outside. 
Then I somehow sewed the trouser legs 
together. It took me five minutes to sew the 
seam and an hour and a half to unpick it! Gave 
up and did some gardening. Had another go 
next day and things did improve. As there are some 
more scrubs arriving tomorrow for me to sew I must 
have passed the test!’
Others enjoyed time with family and in the garden... 
‘If you teach the children/ grandchildren about plants 
and gardening they can get on with the hard work of 
digging and planting and then you can step back and 
put your feet up!’
It has been a thought provoking time…
‘I’ve become aware of our lovely countryside, really 
listened to the birdsong, enjoyed peaceful early morning 
walks, seen wild animals up close, marvelled at the evening 
skies and appreciated the peace and quiet due to the lack 
of cars and planes.’
Lockdown made some come to appreciate the wonders 
of technology…
‘I do everything on line now, something I was determined 
not to as I had given up technology a few months ago for 
my New Year Resolution!  I have been really thankful for my 
laptop during the past few months’
Revisit skills to share with others…
‘I was five years of age when I made a Christmas card for 
a friend. He gave it back saying ‘I don’t want a homemade 
card I want a card bought from a shop!’ We are still friends 
and giggle about it now many years later. Recently having 

Holybourne Honeys WI

exhausted my supply of birthday cards and unable to buy 
more I decided to make him a second card. Since then I 
have been using my spare time to make my own greetings 
cards. Yes they are basic but made with love!’
Joining together on line…
Zoom meetings have been held instead of our monthly 
meetings. During our online meetings we have had a 
facemask making demo followed by a facemask fashion 
show, catch up chats, shared information and ideas plus 
participated in a fun scavenger hunt.
As lockdown eases we are able to meet up to six people at 
a time, in gardens and open spaces, with social distancing 
in place of course!
If you would like to join us for virtual meetings you will be 
very welcome. Please contact us.
holybournesec@hampshirewi.org.uk  
holybournewi@gmail.com

Cry me a River continued
Well, all you Sandys and Dannys out there  – it’s so obvious 
– it’s those Summer Nights
“Tell me more, tell me more ……………..”
So to blazes with the beauty of the words
“Summer loving had me a blast, Summer loving happened 
so fast
I met a girl crazy for me, Met a boy cute as can be

Summer days drifting away to Oh oh the summer nights.
Tell me more, tell me more, Did you get very far?
Tell me more, tell me more Like does he have a car. Wella, 
wella, wella”
Wow! Knock me out baby. You just capped the lot! I’m 
crying buckets.
It’s LOVE that wins after all!
Barrie Lawrence
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Continuing the links between Holybourne and the Reverend 
Gilbert White of Selborne in this, his tricentenary year, we 
now explore the Holybourne truffle hunter.
With his time as a Fellow of Oriel College, Oxford and with 
brothers living in fashionable London, Gilbert White had 
a sophisticated palate and definitely would be classed 
as a “foody”. The first mention of truffles in his Naturalists 
Journal was on 13th July 1768 when visiting his youngest 
brother Henry at Fyfield near Andover.
“Trufles begin to be taken for ye first time in my Brother 
Henry White’s Grove; & will continue to be found in great 
abundance every fortnight till about Lady Day” (25th March).
Further entries on the Fyfield truffle hunter’s activities were 
20th February 1773, 6th August 1774, 11th March and 1st 

July 1775, 4th November 1776, 6th September 1779, 4th 
September 1780 and 4th November 1783. It appears the 
truffle hunter had a good relationship with Henry as they 
shared the truffles equally and he was quite informative as 
to the practice. Although there were some years of plenty, 
from 1776-1780 the harvest was low, down to half a pound 
only in 1780 compared to seven or eight pounds in a good 
year. The truffle hunter informed them that they were never 

abound in wet conditions but the small size in 1779 was 
attributed to lack of moisture, as is true with fungi generally 
and in 1783 the failure of the crop according to Henry was 
that they had been “devoured by large broods to turkies 
that have ranged much about his home filed and little 
groves.”
It was on 23rd October 1783 that Gilbert White gives his first 
account of the visit of the truffle hunters to Selborne:
“Two truflers came with their dogs to hunt our hangers and 
beechen woods in search of truffles; several of which they 
found in the deep narrow part of the hill between coney-
croft-hanger & the high wood, known by the name of the 
coach road.”
The next mention of the truffler in Selborne is on 12th 
November 1789: 
“The hogs [pigs] have been turned out for some weeks into 
the high wood and hanger [to feed on beech mast]….The 
pigs find no doubt many truffles in the high wood where 
they are said to be abound.”
Pigs naturally detect and dig up truffles and are used for 
truffle hunting in France, whereas dogs had to be trained, 
usually a poodle-type which was intelligent with a good 
sense of smell. 
Subsequent reports in Selborne were on 11th October 
1789, 19th January and 21st October 1790. In the eighteenth 
century the selling price for truffles at source was 2s 6d/1lb, 
that was a third of a labourers weekly wage so in a good 
year it could prove profitable and the local gentry would 
be visited with truffles for sale. On 11th October 1789:
“A trufle - hunter called on us, having in his pocket several 
large trufles found in this neighbourhood. He says these 
roots were not to be found in deep woods, but in narrow 
hedge-rows and skirts of coppices. Some trufles, he 
informed us, lie two feet within the earth: & some quite 
on the surface: the latter he added had little or no smell, 
& are not so easily discovered by the dogs as those that 
lie deeper. Half a crown a pound was the price which he 
asked for this commodity”.
As the Rev, Dr, Chandler was staying at “The Wakes”, one 
presumes that a sale was made. This truffle hunter was 
quite informative! The next year we have specific reference 
to the Holybourne truffle hunter on 21st October 1790:
“I conclude that the Holiburne trufler finds encouragement 
in our wood, and hangers as he frequently passes along 
the village: he is a surly fellow, & not communicative. He is 
attended by two little cur-dogs [mongrels] which he leads 
on a string.”
Presumably the information White had acquired on the 
Selborne truffles came from a more communicative source, 
but the Holybourne truffler did call at “The Wakes” and 
make a sale on 24th October 1790:
“Dr Chandler [again a house guest] buys of the Holiburne 
trufle-man one pound of trufles: price 2s 6d.”
Earlier that year a truffle man searched the tall hedges in 

Holybourne 
Truffle Hunter 
at Selborne 
meets Gilbert 
White

Carlo Vittadini’s truffle classification of 1831 identified 
more than 60 species of truffles in Europe



25www.holybourne.com Summer 2020 Holybourne
Neatham& Village Magazine

White’s own grounds and found little.
Does anyone in this village have knowledge of the 
Holybourne truffle hunter of the eighteenth century? Where, 
one wonders, did he pick up his skills? Were truffles found 
under beeches on the edge of Holybourne Down?
Truffles are cup fungi (Ascomyetes) in which the cup 
remains closed and underground, posing a problem of 
distribution of spores - the reason toadstools come above 
the ground. This is solved by the smell and taste of the 
truffles. There are several species of which the largest and 
culinary delicacy is the Summer Truffle (Tuber aestivam), 
a black knobbly sphere. The edibility of truffles is well 
known to wild animals: mice, rats, voles, squirrels and deer 
detect and eat the fruiting bodies, dispersing the spores in 
their droppings. And it is not just mammals, but insects too 
as there is a special Truffle Fly (Heleomyza) that detecting 
the smell goes down cracks to lay eggs on the truffle and 
a Round Fungus Beetle (Anistoma cinnamonea) and some 
truffle hunters will look for swarms of the flies as a hint on 
where to look. The famous truffles of Perigord in France are 
a different species not found here and these days some are 
cultivated under young oak trees.
Truffles, like many of the woodland fungi, are mycorrhizal, 
forming a mutually beneficial association with trees in which 
the fungal mycelium (the vegetative mass of fungal threads)
wraps round the ends of tree roots, effectively extending 
the root system of the tree helping to extract water and 
minerals from the soil, taking back as premium from the tree 
sugars produced in photosynthesis. 
In England the Summer Truffle has been known from the 
eighteenth century on poor lime – rich soils under the 
canopy of beech trees in Hampshire, Wiltshire, Dorset, 
Sussex and Kent but are rarely found now. The last of the 
professional truffle hunters was Alfred Collins of Winterslow, 
Wiltshire who gave up in 1935. The occupation and skills 
would pass from father to son and there were a number 
of men working truffles. In 1860 the truffle hunters of 
Winterslow petitioned Parliament for exemption from the 
dog tax of 12 shillings a year “being poor labouring men…
where there is a great many English Truffles grow, which we 
cannot find without dogs, we do therefore keep and use 
a small pudle [poodle] sort of dog wholy and solely for 
that and no other….it has been carried on by our ancestors 
for generations without paying tax for the dogs.” Also, 
against them was the unreliability of the crop. So, was the 
Holybourne truffle hunter one of a line and did he have his 
sons continuing the practice into the nineteenth century? 
Also, keep an eye out for squirrels digging up truffles from 
lawns near beech trees. A modern colony of edible truffles 
was found in the University of Leeds botanical garden when 
a gardener investigated the cause of squirrels digging holes 
in the lawn.
June Chatfield
• A separate website has been set up for events 
concerning the tercentenary so for details visit:  
gw300.gilbertwhiteshouse.org.uk

George Cobb, 
Holybourne 
Schoolmaster 
for 30 years.

George Cobb was born in Froyle in 1831 and baptised 
there on 7 August.  He was the third son of William Vincent 
Cobb and his wife Hannah (nee Ives), who later had two 
more sons and a daughter.  George presumably attended 
Andrews’ Endowed School in Holybourne which admitted 
children from Froyle as well as Holybourne, Alton and 
Binsted.  He is recorded in the 1841 census in Holybourne 
with his mother and siblings, while his father William aged 
40 is listed in Alton Anstey as manservant to Elizabeth and 
Sarah Miller ‘of independent means’.
By 1851 nineteen year old George Cobb was in the 
employment of the Miller sisters at Anstey House as 
footman, his younger brother Charles was a page there, 
whilst father William was butler in Upper Froyle to Henry 
Burningham, County Magistrate.  Ten years later, in April 
1861, the census records George employed as footmen 
to wholesale tea dealer Charles Hilhouse in Herne Hill, 
London.
The 1719 Will of Thomas Andrews, which endowed the 
Holybourne Free School, required the headmaster to be a 
clergyman of the Church of England, but in 1861 this rule 
was relaxed and the first true schoolteacher was appointed 
in the form of George Cobb, former footman.  How this 
surprising transformation from footman to schoolmaster 
came about is not documented.
In 1863, on 4 April in London, George married Margaret 
Babb, a servant at St Paul’s Cathedral School, and she quickly 
took on the role of schoolmistress to assist her husband.  
The Cobbs resided in the schoolhouse and between 1864 
and 1882 produced six children.
As well as an education the pupils also received where 
necessary assistance with books and clothing, and 
apprenticeships were arranged for the boys.  The School 

Hampshire Advertiser 19 June 1869  
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Kindness, care, choice 
and community

Purpose-built property with a 
home-from-home feel and 
accessible gardens.

Rated

GOOD
by the 

Care Quality 

Commission

Brendoncare Alton
Nursing, dementia and respite care 
in a warm and safe environment.

Visitors are always welcome to look 
around the home and meet our team

For more information, please call 
us on 01420 593704 or email 
alton@brendoncare.org.uk

Brendoncare Alton
Adams Way, Alton, GU34 2UU

www.brendoncare.org.uk

Registered charity no. 326508

call:01420 561661

BLOCKED DRAIN?
PUMP PROBLEMS?
TANK NEED EMPTYING?

EMERGENCY CALL OUT24/7
www.altonpumps.com

We’ll keep you flowing
Blocked Drains

Drain Jetting

Pump Supply & Service

CCTV Surveys

Septic Tank Emptying*

Treatment Plant 
Installation*

*A re you read y for  the 2020 
S eptic  Ta nk & Soakaway regulation 
changes?  Alton Pump Services can

ACT NOW
help - call us today 
to discuss your 
requirements.

A lovely bunch of hard working, 
dedicated tradesmen who 
couldn’t do enough to help.

Clear pricing and an incredibly fast 
response. Thank you so much!““
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was regularly inspected and it must 
have been gratifying to receive 
such an encouraging assessment 
as this in 1869.   This was followed 
by equally positive results each 
year as reported in 1870 and 1873.  
Interestingly, in 1873 the boys’ 
three ‘r’s, geography and Holy 
Scripture were praised, whilst it 
was the girls’ needlework that was 
mentioned.
Other members of staff assisted 
the couple.  In 1873 Miss Caroline 
Neath was infants mistress while 
Margaret Cobb taught the older 
girls.  Miss Murrant and Miss Triggs 
were assistant teachers in 1878, 
and in 1881 Charles Frederick Dory 
was a schoolmaster and organist, 
and the Cobb’s son Charles 
Geoffrey and daughter Margaret 
H (both pictured right) were 
assistant teachers. 
The School suffered from maintenance issues, the Log Book 
tells us that “water comes through the main classroom ... 
into the Master’s house … through the boys’ cloakroom”.  
A new classroom for the girls was added in 1882, but 
much decay went on behind the fine Georgian façade.  
Nevertheless the School was often the venue for concerts 
featuring vocal and instrumental music.
In 1875 the Holybourne branch of the Hampshire Friendly 
Society was sanctioned, with George Cobb appointed 
agent, he was still in the post in 1888.  He was also 
apparently a keen gardener, acting as Hon. Secretary for the 
Holybourne Vegetable, Fruit and Flower Show committee, 
and winning prizes for his peas, potatoes, fruit and flowers 
in the Show of 1887.
George and Margaret were still running the School in 
April 1891 but later that year, when George reached his 
60th birthday, they retired and a Mr Rickus took over.  At 
the Trustees meeting on 5 April 1892 they were granted 
pensions, as were Miss Murrant and Miss Trigg.  
The Cobbs went to live in Anstey Cottage in Anstey Mill 
Lane.  George was kept busy as agent and traveller for 
the Holybourne brewer John Fowler Complin.  Sadly on 
14 April 1895 George collapsed and died whilst strolling 
home from the residence of his daughter Margaret, Mrs 
Willis Burningham . 
His funeral was held in Holybourne on Friday 18 April, 
attended by many villagers, including members of the 
Hampshire Friendly Society, and Mr Rickus and 20 children 

George Cobb, Holybourne 
Schoolmaster for 30 years 
continued

from the School.   The 
coffin was borne by four 
of Mr Complin’s men and 
the service conducted by 
the Rev. Hamilton.  Among 
the many beautiful wreaths 
was one from the school to 
which most of the children 
had contributed.  Mr George 
Cobb would “be missed by 
many in the neighbourhood, 
his genial manner and bearing 
always winning the esteem of 
those who knew him”.
Linda Habberfield, from 
the Holybourne Archive

20 April 1895 Hampshire Chronicle

CAN'T YOU DO
ANYTHING RIGHT ?

HOME COMPUTER SUPPORT & TUITION
" My PC Home Help ! "

Friendly, Professional Support for
Windows PC, Apple Computers, iPads etc.

visit: www.myPChomehelp.co.uk

Computer Repairs, Virus Removal & Upgrades
Broadband Wired/Wireless Solutions & Setup
One To One Home Tuition for all Abilities
Smart TVs and other Home Technology

I Supply, Install & Support PCs, iMacs & iPads

Call RICHARD SIERS on Bentley (01420) 22844
enquiries@myPChomehelp.co.uk
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Complins Brewery broken ‘Codd-neck’ bottle

Simon Millard reflects on our local history.
When he emailed and asked, “Why don’t you write an 
article for the village magazine?” he said it would be easy. 
He said ”You have lots of interesting stuff to prevaricate on.” 
And suddenly it was rabbit in the headlights time. Those 
of you who know me, know I am sentimental and often at 
odds with a fast moving world we inhabit.
Unfortunately the editor knows me too well though. I have 
many fond memories of travelling to far flung corners of the 
Hampshire Cricket League in the height of hot Hampshire 

The Prince of Wales 
& Complins Brewery

summers with him discussing the landscapes we passed, 
the state of the teaching profession and the news of the 
day. This was all prior to me playing cricket badly and him 
umpiring to a similar standard! He knew I wouldn’t be able 
to resist reading my own words! 
From an early age I have always peered longingly into sepia 
coloured postcards hoping that through some miracle I 
could be transported to stand next to the photographer 
as he packed up his camera and ask him why he selected 
that view to capture for posterity. In a more innocent and 
slower moving world, were photographers aware that the 
world was about to inflict such terrible wounds upon itself 
in the form of wars?
So in search of a little more knowledge about the place I live 
I was delighted at the start of the year to find this old image 
of The Prince of Wales formerly called The Compass. If you 
look carefully you can just make out along the front of the 
building the Brewery that supplied it with beer: Complins 
of Holybourne [the brewery buildings were located on the 
NW part of ‘Complins’ now occupied by nos 7 - 17, Ed].
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My interest was spiked when I found the pictured broken 
codd-neck bottle from The Complins Brewery minus the 
neck in the garden a few years ago (children often smashed 
the bottle to retrieve the marble that created the seal). 
Rummaging through a junk shop in Frome in Somerset I also 
found this stoneware flagon (pictured below) proudly 
advertising the brewery. It begs the question, why was it 
there? The answer to that we will never know however it is 
another welcome addition to my hoard of stuff. Provoking 
further questions about its history and story.                         

According to research the 
pub consisted of a bar, 
tap-room, smoking room 
as well as a detached 
club room. The landlords 
included Benjamin Arnold, 
Elizabeth Clark and Henry 
Collop.
It seems that the Prince of 
Wales, which has a timber 
frame and dates from the 
1560s, had a history similar 
to many village public 

houses being bought and sold on a regular basis by 
different breweries. The top left image shows it now being 
owned by Farnham United Breweries, dating the image to 
before 1927.
The top right image shows it now part The Courage Brewery,  
the cockerel branding standing proudly on the standard 

outside. The car driving up the road 
suggests post war? [The picture 
below that might have been taken in 
the cold winter of 1946/47, Ed].
As I suggested at the beginning of 
this article, I am not a historian, so I 
spoke to Roger who has lived in the 
pub since it was de-licenced in the 
late 80s when the bypass took away 
the passing trade. Thanks to him for 
his time and research. However I am 
merely an interested observer. If this 
article does nothing but get people 
talking and sharing memories then a 
few minutes typing is time well spent.
Left:  The Prince of Wales as it is today. 
When you walk past you can still see 
where the framework for the sign 
writer was attached.
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We have expanded to fulfil our customers needs

• Servicing
• Air conditioning servicing and re-gas
• Main dealer standard fault diagnostic equipment
• Brakes
• Cam-belts
• Tyres & wipers
• Exhausts
• Batteries

• Clutches
• All makes & models  undertaken
• Free courtesy car
• VW Kombi van specialist

01420 474541
www.brandautos.co.uk | enquiries@brandautos.co.uk

8 Kingsley Business Park, Kingsley, Hampshire, GU35 9LY

MIKE GARWOOD
AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERS

T: 01420 84458    F: 01420 88594 www.mikegarwoodltd.co.uk
Shelleys Barn, Shelleys Lane, East Worldham, Alton, Hampshire, GU34 3AQ

Generators 1-120KVA

ATVs & Mules

Deisel Engines
Collection or Mulching systems

Electic, battery & petrol:
Chainsaws, Blowers,
Strimmers, Shredders,
Hedgecutters
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Ever wondered what happened to the original London 
Road route when the A31 by-pass was built?  David 
Andrews tells all….
The map shows the roads as they were in 1938 [with the 
alignment of the current A31 shown as a red dashed line, 
Ed]. The photo bottom left shows how Cuckoos Corner used 
to look. After the by-pass was built, the junction here was 
changed by altering the junction on the right to Binsted. Up 
on the bank to the left of the Binsted turning stood a pair 
of cottages which were demolished to make it easy for the 
alterations of the Binsted Road. The old A31 is still visible 
to the left of the triangular turning point, running adjacent to 
the pair of Rock Cottages and Bonhams Lodge, with a 100 
yard section of the old road essentially becoming part of 
the drive up to Bonhams Farm House.  
Coming back into the village, Lower Neatham Mill lane used 
to lead down to Denyers Mill (it was a working mill then) 
then ran straight up to Neatham Manor and back out and 
pick up the Binsted Road at Hawbridge (as it still does).  
The subway is there now under the new A31. The photo 
centre right is of Lower Neatham Mill Lane around 1960 
before the changes with the mill clearly visible.
[The bottom right Google Street View image shows the old 
road, with evidence of its removed line markings and cat’s 
eyes, disappearing under the new road embankment. The 
private drive to Bonhams Farm is to the left where a person 
is visible. Further east, a section of the old road alignment 
now provides the lay-by access for the Veolia site. On the 
map here, this section starts roughly where it is labelled ‘MS’ 
(milestone) and off the right-hand edge of the map, Ed]

London Road???
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YOUR FRIENDLY,
COMMUNITY OPTICIANS

Come in now or call for an appointment

Ganders Barn | Ganders Business Park
Kingsley | GU35 9LU

Sight Testing

OCT Scans

Contact Lens Fitting & Supply

Minor Eye Conditions

Organic Beef , Lamb & Pork  
Mill Farm Meat Boxes from £59,  
Fresh ‘Artisan’ Bread, Fruit+Veg   

Local Hampshire produce 
ARTISAN MARKET &EASTER EGG HUNT 

Saturday 11th April 10-4 FREE ENTRY 
Farm trails, walks + hot drinks, cakes! 

Farm Shop & Cafe 

Tel/Fax 0142022331 
Open: Wed– Sat 9am-5pm 
 Isington Nr. Alton GU34 4PN 

WWW.MILLFARMORGANIC.COM 
Follow us  
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Our church buildings 
may be closed but 
the church is alive!
Friends, our church buildings 
may be closed but the church is 
alive! These last few weeks of lock 
down in the midst of this dreadful 
Coronavirus have bought a mixture 
of extraordinary suffering, anxiety 
and pain. However, at the same 
time we have seen an upsurge 
of community spirit, a renewal 
and revival of the adage to love 
our neighbour and an outpouring 
of generosity and kindness. In 
many ways our perspectives have 
been re-aligned. A new picture 
is emerging of things that really 
matter. 
At the point I discovered we were 
being instructed to lock our church buildings I felt a heavy 
heart. What I failed to anticipate was the extraordinary 
innovative response to maintain a church presence which 
quickly followed. It has been uplifting to witness the 
increase in people coming to church! Not physically to a 
building but a willingness to gather as a body of people. 
We now hold two services every day. From 9 am to 9:30 
am and 8 pm to 8:30 pm via the Parish Facebook Live 
facility. Every Sunday a service with songs/hymns, prayers, 
readings, a short talk and more is offered via our YouTube 
Channel. There is also a short offering called ‘Teddies’ 
aimed at younger children. Every other Sunday we hold 
an informal evening service via Zoom. In addition, a mid-
week encouragement goes out via YouTube and Facebook, 
we hold a Saturday Morning prayer meeting through Zoom 
plus coffee mornings and afternoon teas also via Zoom. It 
has also been a privilege to offer a short YouTube film for 
the children of Andrews’ Endowed School each week. 
For those without access to a PC we’ve been providing a 
weekly paper-based church service as well as distributing 
‘prayer bags’ and other goodies. Even the Archbishop of 
Canterbury has joined us via a recorded freephone facility. 
It’s been a particular comfort for some who are unable to 
access a computer. Perhaps try it out… (The line is available 
24 hours a day) on 0800 804 8044.      
The number of people engaging with all of this far exceeds 
what we would normally experience before the lock down 
began. Perhaps more important has been witnessing people 
reaching out to others. Anything from collecting shopping 
and prescriptions through to making regular phone calls, 
send written cards of encouragement to residents in the 
Lawn Care Home and offering help in other ways. Support 

Church News

for the Alton Foodbank has been marvellous and other 
initiatives such as the Alton Community Cupboard have 
also warmed many hearts and supplied vital food and 
support for people in desperate need.  
In all of this please spare a thought for people who have 
lost loved ones during this period. I’ve taken a number of 
funerals and it is heart breaking for the bereaved unable 
to experience a hug from close members of their families 
and friends and the numbers of those attending being 
considerably restricted. Please also remember all those 
seeking to get married. Back on 1st February we ran a 
marriage preparation course for a number of couples 
eagerly expectant of their forthcoming wedding day. They 
have had their plans thrown into disarray by the necessary 
emergence of the lock down.       
Finally, whilst this period has been incredibly challenging 
for so many it has also been an honour to be living in 
Holybourne during this time. Experiencing the outpouring 
community spirit at things like the VE Day celebrations, the 
Thursday evening clap (which gave me an opportunity to 
attempt to play my bugle), the friendly conversations with 
folk whilst out walking (properly socially distanced) and 
just an overwhelming sense that people really care.
And… if you’d like to tune into any of our services just take 
a look at the ‘Parish of the Resurrection’ Facebook page or 
view our YouTube Channel. https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCc4Yohp8QaWPbHb0YhpYi3w
Alternatively send me an e-mail or give me a call. 
Email: gordon.randall@sky.com  
Phone: 01420 549567  
Mob: 07572 000491       
Love and prayers, Rev. Gordon                
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A J Robinson
Painting and Decorating

Interior/exterior painting and decorating service

Contact Allan on - Tel: 01420 89519 Mob: 07860232233

Email: ajrdecorating@aol.co.uk

Est 1989

Solar Power
Installation
Specialist

All electrical
installations
carried out

07774 479570
www.hankinelectrical.co.uk
01420 80935

Part P Compliant

www.philipcowdreyplumbingheating.co.uk
Tel/Fax: 01420 89937
Mobile: 07702 192152
Email: pcowdreyphs@gmail.com

LPG
Registered

BUILDING & PLUMBING

David C. Andrews
Building & Plumbing

Established 1967
Employing indentured and certifi ed
tradesmen able to carry out all 
aspects of their respective trades.
No job too small or too big.
Commercial, Industrial,
Domestic.

01420 84454
david.c.andrews67@gmail.com

Totalcare Pest Control
Your local pest control experts

Wasps
Rats
Mice
Moles
Flies
Ants
Fleas
Squirrels










Same day service and free on-site advice

For fast response call
Justin on 07909 527863

88 Queens Road, Alton GU34 1HX
www.tcpestcontrol.co.uk email: justin@tcpestcontrol.co.uk
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A New Normal
Since the last issue, when we wrote about random acts of 
kindness, it seems that kindness has been far more needed 
whether random or not, in recent weeks. We are particularly 
thankful for the volunteers at the Alton Food Bank and 
Alton Community Cupboard whose kindnesses have really 
made a difference to so many. They (amongst others) have 
allowed us to save on buying in pig food as we have been 
able to feed the fruit and vegetables that would otherwise 
have gone to landfill. We thank them all.
It has been an “interesting” few weeks, from 17th March when 
Sarah spent six hours on the phone and answering emails 
taking cancellations and postponements of everything 
in the diary up to the end of August. To lose our entire 
busy season so suddenly was devastating and shocking 
in equal measure, and then as time has progressed during 
“lockdown” we have realised the bigger public bookings 
for the rest of the year will also be lost. We are grateful that 
we were able to carry on doing school visits right up until 
the lockdown announcement, and then the next day, Tom 
was able to start a new job in a warehouse on the industrial 
estate. We hope David & Kay at Absolute Aromas realise 
they are currently keeping our animals fed.
The week before lockdown, we let go our part time 
member of staff for this year as we could see we would 
not have the work for her, or any of the students who are 
seasonal staff on Saturdays and in the holidays. The other 
50% of her job is as a carer so she had plenty of work on 
that front. Next, we furloughed our full-time member of 
staff but allowed her to get any other work otherwise we 
could see the knock-on effect for her and her husband 
being unable to pay their bills.
Even though we have always home educated our children, 
what is happening at present is not normal home education. 
It is a very restrictive “lock down education” which bears 
little resemblance to HE. Most HE children do not have to 
stay at home for all their education except for a daily walk. 
We are usually very much visiting people and places and 
can’t wait for a bit more freedom!
During the panic buying weeks, we began to receive 
requests for eggs, chicks, fertile eggs and incubators and 
even our laying hens. Our hens can only lay so many eggs 
a week and it is dependent on the weather, the age of the 
hens and also the helpers not dropping any eggs, so we 
were having to limit sales per person. If only we had known 
there would be such a demand for point of lay chickens, 
we would have hatched some chicks out in the autumn so 
that we had hens ready to sell by March!
We stared at months of all the physical work (and expense) 
of looking after the animals with no staff to help, and 
nothing to keep the mind active. Suggestions had been 
made about live recordings, but this would take a lot of 

Mill Cottage Farm

time and we also didn’t have the technology available 
without involving others. We began to look at the footpath 
and how we could use that for the local community to 
enjoy. We are absolutely convinced that mental health is 
of vital importance. I would argue more important than 
physical health, particularly at the present time. Therefore 
encouraging walking and engaging with the natural world is 
very much part of this. It has been an absolute pleasure to 
see people finding new footpaths, discovering new routes 
and really getting to know the local fauna and flora. I have 
heard of several people in the village downloading wildlife 
identification apps, joining the “30 days wild” movement 
and learning the names of plants and insects – what a 
positive outcome to lockdown!
Knowing that people would be walking the footpath 
regularly, we decided to put a different themed ‘trail’ up 
each week, some more serious than others. So far, we have 
had everything from bird identification to fairy doors, life 
size zoo animals to flags of the world. They have been 
great fun to produce and we have loved hearing and 
seeing others enjoying them too.
As I write this on the 1st June, we have just begun to carry 
out our first mobile farm visits using the new design which 
we will develop as things ease more. For now: socially 
distanced, small groups only, using back gardens whilst still 
allowing hands on fun.
Sarah & Tom Main
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Imagine you are featured in one of those TV house-
hunting shows.  You’re on “Location, Location, 
Location”.  When Kirsty and Phil are quizzing you 
over your ideal home, how would you describe 
it?  How many words would you use to point out 
the “must haves…” and the “it would be a bonus 
ifs…”?  We used just one – “different”.  
After a life in the Army and approaching our 
25th wedding anniversary, Kate and I wanted 
to live somewhere, well, different.  Under no 
circumstances should it resemble an Army Quarter.  
We were facing our 15th house move and the plan was to 
get away from the less-than-salubrious accommodation 
typically rented from my former employers.  We’d had 
the outside toilet.  Been there.  We’d had the subsidence-
induced trip hazard leaving every room.  Seen that.  We’d 
had the back door that didn’t shut and seemed to invite in 
the Atlantic gales.  Done that.  
So, different please, Phil. The good news is that we 
discovered Holybourne without having to go through the 
TV cliché of “Nice space, loads of potential, but if only it 
was closer to London.”  Or, as one of our friends who did 
appear on the show once said, with masterfully pompous 
understatement, “Wrong postcode, darling.”
We bought the Old Post Office on London Road in 2014 
and moved in that summer.  We loved the idea that the 
door in the middle and the front windows gave it a “face” 
to admire.  And, boy, was it different!  Thatched.  Grade 2 
Listed.  Made of Malmstone. 300 years old.  And altogether 
sturdier than your average Army Quarter, though with the 
same hint of damp coming through in places, so we didn’t 
feel too out of place.
The building, which dates from the 1720s, had served as 
the local Post Office from between the wars.  We still have 
one of its original signs on display.  It is said that at one 

Our House
The Old Post Office

stage, the lady of the house was the postmistress and her 
husband was the dairyman, who used to decant milkchurns 
into bottles on the stone floor of what is now our utility 
room.  We have two churns-come-planters standing sentry 
at the back door to acknowledge those times.
People often talk about houses having character.  If so, 
for the first few months, I could have sworn ours’ was 
“benevolently homicidal”.  The house was both welcoming 
and, thanks to its low ceilings and old oak beams, apparently 
trying to kill us too.  I would find myself sitting, slightly 
stunned, as I had yet again failed to duck going through a 
doorway.  The phrase “pain-assisted learning” leapt to the 
unbruised parts of my mind too often in the early days.  
Guess I’m a slow learner.
Since arrival, we have worked hard to adapt our home to 
our needs.  We have redecorated throughout, repaired 
rotten floorboards, re-carpeted the flat surfaces and 
painted the vertical ones.  And occasionally painted the 
carpet in our enthusiasm.  On the way, we have discovered 
previously untapped DIY skills and honed down a shortlist 
of really talented local tradesmen when our DIY courage has 
deserted us.  This summer, we had all the leaded windows 
renovated, which was done superbly.  Now they actually 
shut, so no more flashbacks to those Atlantic gales.  

The garden is Kate’s masterpiece.  After early 
groundwork to move the drive, re-lay the lawn, 
and plant a yew hedge, we made an interesting 
discovery.  Digging away the last stubborn roots 
of an old laurel bush, my shovel went “clunk”, 
not the sound I was expecting.  Some rummaging 
revealed a concrete slab with a metal ring attached 
in its centre.  The only thing missing was the “Lift 
here” sign and the Indiana Jones incidental music.  
Levering aside the slab, we discovered a pristine 
stone-sided well, which we now know is one of a 
line of wells in this part of the village.  Judging from 
the debris at the bottom and the lack of plants, 
it probably hadn’t seen sunlight for a century.  A 
quick scan of google / yellow pages / local gossip 
revealed that the magnificent Andy Hankin fulfilled 
the brief of “electrician who is also a cave diver”.  

Our well, converted to a garden feature and seating area
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March 15th, 2020, a poignant date in the history of 
Holybourne FC, a 4-2-win Vs Ropley to take us top of the 
table and our final game before grassroots football was 
officially cancelled due to Covid-19.  The season was 
cancelled and Football became irrelevant.
Since Lockdown we have all been busy adapting to life 
in these unprecedented times, working from home, zoom 
meetings, virtual workouts but most importantly ensuring 
that loved ones are well and keeping safe.
Our team have been keeping themselves in shape probably 
more than ever based on information gained from social 
fitness apps.     If there is one positive that will come 
out of the curtailment of the season and lockdown then 
individual fitness levels have never been better.  There have 
also been   weekly quizzes organized by our very own 
Dan Hazel, which have kept us all connected.  Now that 
pubs are opening we intend to try to complete our end of 
season awards at the White Hart.
On Father’s Day one of our players Mark Heffernan (Heffers) 
took on a phenomenal ultra-running challenge in aid of the 
Teenage Cancer Trust fund.  He decided to take on this 
challenge after two friends whose daughters Mark taught 
were sadly diagnosed with rare cancers.   A PE Teacher and 

Alton Cricket player, Mark was inspired to attempt a 100km 
challenge equating to a century of laps around Jubilee 
fields where we have been playing our home matches 
this season and home to Alton Cricket Club.  A few of his 
teammates came down to support him and joined him in 
some laps.  Mark completed his challenge in an incredible 
time of 10 hours 23 minutes.  The initial fundraising target of 
£500 has been well exceeded, and to date it stands at over 
£7000.  Amazing effort Heffers!
Off the pitch our treasurer Peter Care applied for a 
government grant for pitch and ground improvements and 
we were successful in receiving a grant of £1500 which we 
intend to use towards pitch and ground maintenance .  We 
hope that when football is safe to start again, we will be 
playing more of our home games at the sports field.
Next season we will continue to have two teams.  The first 
team were promoted to Division 3 and the reserves will 
be playing in Division 6.   We are always on the lookout 
for new players.  If you are aged over 35 and looking to 
play football (generally every other Sunday) and also like to 
socialise after the match, then please get in touch. Finally, I 
would like to wish all the readers a safe, relaxing summer.
Gary Magee, Team Manager   07464 549009

  Holybourne Veterans’ Football Club  Holybourne Veterans’ Football Club

He kitted up, fished out the debris and installed a pump 
and some lights.  Great job, Andy.
My daughter designed the stonework that now caps 
the well and provides garden seating.  This was quite a 
transformation, and now the central feature of a garden 
resplendent in plants, flowers, vegetables and fruits to 
complement the annual crop of apples off our tree.  The 
aim was for colour and to encourage bees and butterflies 
and Kate has done a wonderful job.
Also outside, we have built a workshop and converted the 
garage into a garden room.  Throughout all of this work, 
given the property’s listed status, we have stuck to our 
mantra of “our home, country’s heritage”.  We have found 
the Heritage Team at East Hampshire District Council to be 
helpful and pragmatic in the advice they offer.  We worked 
closely with them, for instance, to address the surprise 
damp that our surveyor didn’t spot.  But I’ve forgiven him, 
because he’s my dad and he only charged me the price of 
lunch in the White Hart…

Our House continued Ah yes – the White Hart.  That most local of locals.  It seems 
to have a gravitational pull on us to join fellow cycling friends 
for a post-ride Friday pint or to nip across for a weekday 
supper when the freezer has only 6-month old stew left in 
an otherwise empty drawer.  Just too easy, right?
And that provides the clue to the most endearing quality 
of our 300-year old home.  Yes, it’s beautiful.  Yes, it has 
a lovely garden.  And, yes, it has been a thrill to settle 
in our own home, after an itinerant life beforehand.  But 
most importantly, it is at the heart of a genuine community.  
Welcoming people, marvellous neighbours and a sense of 
belonging.  That’s what a real home feels like.
Tim Carmichael
This is the first of a series of articles about houses in 
Holybourne. We are rich with historic and interesting 
dwellings. If you’d like to write about your house, you 
don’t have to live in a mansion or an ancient building 
but anything with some general interest would be 
good, Ed.  jerrymjj@outlook.com
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HOLYBOURNE VILLAGE HALL

Available for public hire, offering a
maximum capacity of 60 people, a fully-
fitted and equipped kitchen, toilet
facilities and full level access.
The hall is situated in the centre of the
village, just a few yards up Church Lane
from London Road.

HOURLY HIRE RATES
Holybourne Residents
Weekdays: £9.50
Weekends before 18:00 £11.00
Weekends after 18:00 £12.50
Non-Holybourne Residents
Weekdays: £11.00
Weekends before 18:00 £13.50
Weekends after 18:00 £18.00

BOOKING ENQUIRIES
Vickie Kemp
01420 549074 / 07737 369803
villagehall@holybourne.com

ONLINE HALL AVAILABILITY
www.holybourne.com
Select the ‘Village Hall’
Press “Click Here to Book”

The china, glass and cutlery in the kitchen are all included in the cost of the hire.
Hirers must ensure that the duration of their booking is sufficient for any setting up and clearing up. Free access to the hall cannot be given for this purpose.

Treloar’s has launched its own fun virtual challenge to raise 
vital funds during the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.
Step Up For Treloar’s was launched on 11 May to encourage 
supporters to take on a simple challenge of completing 
1,907 steps in any way they wish such as walking, running 
or climbing steps at home. This number is to celebrate the 
year that the charity Treloar Trust was founded.
After completing the challenge, participants are encouraged 
to donate £5 to a special Step Up For Treloar’s JustGiving 
page and nominate two friends or family to take on the 
challenge as well.
Money raised will go towards supporting the costs of the 
vital trips that Treloar’s transport team are carrying out to 
deliver equipment, medicine and supplies to vulnerable 
students who are shielding with their families at home.

Culture and History are still alive and well!
Hampshire Cultural Trust has set up a website while their 
venues are closed: www.cultureoncall.com
There are Virtual Tours of Galleries and Museums, information 
about historic items held in the County Collection, 
interviews with Conservators and Volunteers, etc.
HCT re-opened some of it museums on 4th July, with 

Simon Birch, CEO of Treloar’s said: “In April, over 100 
deliveries were made across the country, crossing thousands 
of miles, with our fantastic transport team working around 
the clock six days a week.
Each trip costs on average £70, and these costs are not 
covered by any other funding. The costs continue to 
increase as more of our students need our help.”
To find out more and to take part, visit:  
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/step-up-for-treloars 

Treloar Trust

Curtis Museum the remainder scheduled for opening in August and 
September. In all cases, online pre-booking is required, 
but where entry is normally free, this applied to booked 
tickets. For up-to-date information, please see our website.
We look forward to seeing you again.
The Curtis Museum and Allen Gallery, Alton
(01420 82802)  www.hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk
Hours: Gallery open from 16th July: Thur-Sat: 10am - 4pm  
  Museum open from 1st Sept: Tue/Wed 10am - 4pm
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Waterbrook Road (off Mill Lane) 

ALTON, GU34 2UD 
 

01420 571234 

Timber | Building Materials | Paving | Fencing | Bathrooms | Hand Tools | Ironmongery | Decorating | Doors & Windows 

Bathroom 
Design 

Board 
Cutting 

Free 
Parking 

Delivery 
Service 

Expert 
Advice 

Lift to 1st 
Floor 

Trade & 
Public 

Welcome 
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High-Quality Printing

Your partner in design

01252 314765 / 01252 330683

High-Quality Design

Parish & Church Magazines . Magazines . Newsletters
Brochures . Leaflets . Calendars . Postcards
Greeting Cards . Stationery . Banners . & More

Graphic Design . Page Layouts
Photo Editing . Text Editing
Content Management

Please get in touch if you would like us
to help you to make your newsletter or
magazine make its mark.

info@imprintcolour.co.uk www.imprintcolour.co.uk

01420 594644 info@sl-design.co.uk www.sl-design.co.uk

Imprint Colour Limited,
Unit 3 Pegasus Court, North Lane,
Aldershot, Hampshire. GU12 4QP

Stephen Lewis Design Consultancy, 4 Archery Rise, Alton, Hampshire. GU34 1PG

A High-Quality
Partnership


