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The Shop
We stock an incredible selection of the best rated 

craft beers from around the world but if beers aren’t 

your thing then maybe our selection of artisan Gins, 

Rums, Vodkas, Whiskeys and more can tempt you.

Opening times

Mon - Fri  9am-5pm • Sat  10am-2pm

3.8% A.B.V.
BEST BITTER

alto nomine

4.2% A.B.V.
BEST BITTER

 
  triple�fbrewery

  @triple�fbrewer

  triple�fbrewery

triplefff.com
01420 561422  |  sales@triple�f.com

3 Magpie Works, Station Approach,  

Four Marks, Hampshire, GU34 5HN

Contact Town & Country today.

Town & Country is a trading style of T & C Cars Limited and is a credit broker not a lender.

Model shown: Vitara 1.4 Boosterjet SZ5 manual including dual tone paint (£800) available at £23,299 on the road. Fuel economy and CO2**
results for the Vitara 2019 range Mpg (l/100km): Combined from 44.8 (6.3) to 52.3 (5.3). **CO2 emissions: 143g/km to 121g/km. The fuel
consumption you achieve in real life conditions and CO2 produced will depend upon a number of factors including the accessories fitted
(post-registration), variations in weather, driving styles and vehicle load. **There is a new test used for fuel consumption and CO2 figures.
The CO2 figures shown however, is based on the outgoing test cycle and will be used to calculate vehicle tax on first registration. Only
compare fuel consumption and CO2 figures with other cars tested to the same technical standard.

*0% APR and No Deposit available on all Vitara models. Hire Purchase product available on 0% APR over 24-36 months. Personal Contract
Purchase product available on 0% APR over 25-37 months. Offer is available from participating Authorised Suzuki Dealers only. Offer cannot be
used in conjunction with any other offer unless otherwise stated. Credit is available to UK residents aged 18 years or over, subject to status, from
Suzuki Finance, a trading style of Suzuki Financial Services Ltd, St. William House, Tresillian Terrace, Cardiff, CF10 5BH. This offer is subject to
availability and Suzuki Financial Services Ltd reserves the right to withdraw or amend this offer without notice or prior warning. Suzuki Financial
Services Ltd, part of Lloyds Banking Group. Offer correct at the time of being published. Excludes Channel Islands and Isle of Man.

Request a test drive today

Town & Country Cars
165 London Road, Holybourne, Alton, GU34 4HA, 01420 82288

cars.suzuki.co.uk/dealers/town-country-cars-alton

ROBERT MOODIE 
at Clare Laughland Interiors 

Master Upholsterer 
since 1973 

 
Is your sofa or perhaps your favourite chair 
In need of a little loving care? 
Don’t push it aside or take to the ‘tip’ 
Just give us a ring and we’ll mend it 

Loose covers or fitted, or down to the frame 
We will restore it, elaborate or plain 
Fabrics and braids for us to enhance 
Our craftsmanship’s shown if given the chance 

Specialists in reupholstery of antique 
and contemporary furniture 

 
Workshop: The Old Milking Parlour, Mellow Farm, 

Dockenfield, Surrey, GU10 4HH 
robertmoodie@clarelaughland.co.uk 
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There’s definitely a feeling of Lockdown Fatigue doing 
the rounds and so a huge thank you to everyone who has 
contributed to this edition. I am extremely grateful to you 
and particularly to the new writers whose contributions 
really do enrich the magazine.  We all sought new challenges 
during the first lockdown but it’s been a bit difficult to keep 
it going a year on. I hope with every cell in my body that 
we are past the worst and that the incredible work of the 
vaccine developers and the huge team of vaccinators and 
their support group will pay off. To everyone involved in 
that work from the village, many many thanks.
Speaking of thanks, I want to pay tribute to Peter (Speedy) 
and Jill Robinson who are deserting us to seek sunnier 
climes abroad. Peter was a founder member of the village 
cricket club and has served without break on the committee 
for the 25 years of its existence. Jill too has been a coach, 
tea lady and officer of the committee for ever and without 
them, the club would not be what it is today. 
Thanks also to Jo and Paul and their staff at the village 
shop who have served us tirelessly not only through the 
pandemic crisis but since they came to the village. Sadly 
they too are moving on and we welcome the new team 
and wish them every success in their new venture. 
The pub have been beset by crisis after crisis. Carey and 
Lorne contribute massively to the wellbeing of the village 
in ways that many will be unaware. For years the brewers 
have eyed the land the pub stands on covetously, so if it is 
to remain a pub, we need to support the pub all we can.  
Every time they have lifted themselves to serve us, a new 
lockdown has put them back. They are the most resilient of 
people but they need and deserve our support.
The unsung heroes among us, the frontline NHS workers, 
continue to put their lives on the line on a daily basis. If 
this were a war, we would honour them. Should we now 
be erecting a tribute to those that have served?  I think we 
should. What do you think? Although there are scores of 
people who have worked heroically through the pandemic, 
those staring death in the face on a daily basis require a 
unique kind of courage and I think we should recognise it.
So, as the Spring and Summer beckon us, let’s keep our 
heads up, help each other and support our community. We 
are so blessed to have easy access to wonderful walks and 
beautiful countryside. Life could be so much worse. Take 
care every one and from all of on the production team, do 
all you can to stay safe.
Jerry Janes, Editor   jerrymjj@outlook.com
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Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor
Sorry I’ve not been in contact for so long 
but life has been a little weird here.  When I 
say weird I truly mean weird.  
I’ve not been able to use the laptop for months because 
my humans are home ALL THE TIME.  Unless the humans 
can justify ‘an essential journey’ they have to stay at home.  
They used to go to work on a train (I think it is a big blue 
and orange tube that races past me when I am on my walks 
- I might ask The Cat as she seems to know far more than 
she lets on) and they would be away from the house for 
hours but now they are at home ALL THE TIME.  They don’t 
go out – except when I drag them out for a walk.  The 
plus side of them being at home ALL THE TIME is that we 
are walking more. I think I have finally convinced them that 
being outside in all weathers is fun and enjoyable. Even the 
grumpy smelly teenager humans seem happy enough being 
outside – which again is very strange as they used to go to 
school (a big building with lots of other smaller humans). 
School life now seems to be conducted in the dining room 
– the smaller humans sit around the table trying to look at 
their individual laptops whilst ‘Mum’ (yes I’m encouraged 
to call her Mum even though she is clearly NOT) gets very 
upset that no one seems to want to do any work.  
Both ‘Mum’ and ‘Dad’ are also trying to work – again on 
separate laptops.  This week there was uproar in the house 
as the ‘internet’ went down. I don’t understand what ‘the 
internet’ is but I did check the entire house and couldn’t 
find anything that was ‘down’.  The humans had to rely on 
4G hotspots that day.  Now here I thought I could help find 
a ‘hot spot’ so I went and sat on the warm place in the hall.  
Clearly the best ‘hot spot’ in the house but none of the 
humans thought this was a good place as they kept telling 
me I was in the way.
I am hopeful that I will be taken to my favourite beach this 
year.  The furthest we got from home in the last twelve 
months is Alice Holt and that was to buy a Christmas Tree 
(this was deemed ‘an essential journey’). There seems to 
be a lot more Canines around taking their humans for walks.  
As a proud member of the Countryside Canine Community 
I do try and remind my fellow canines to put their owners 
on leads near sheep and to clear up after themselves.  
I must dash – I want to do some research on ‘Vaccination’ 
– it is a word the humans have been talking about a lot 
recently.  I think it is something to do with them being at 
home ALL THE TIME, wearing masks, not going out and not 
seeing other people.  But I can’t be sure.  It is because of 
Vaccination that I have managed to get onto the laptop – 
first time in almost a year.  
So, other than having to share the sofa all day every day 
which really is tiresome it has been quite nice having the 
humans around more and I am certainly much fitter than I 
used to be thanks to all the extra walking. 
In dog affection, Shep  (I know who you are…. Ed.)

Marion Aldridge – the 
Hawk lady of Holybourne
Having moved into the village thirty eight or thirty nine 
years ago and with Marion working at Treloar College and 
husband John at Alton Infants School, it wasn’t long before 
Marion became the carer of her first “big” bird, a Buzzard.  
She trained it to fly free and it lived in a Weathering in the 
back garden. It wasn’t really a bird of prey so she traded it in 
for a bigger model, this time a Harris Hawk which travelled 
all the way down from Cheshire in the back of the car. Not 
the best behaved of creatures, it would insist on coming 
into the house to watch television and endeared itself to 
neighbours by screaming whenever it was in its cage. After 
8 months it was traded in at the Hawk Conservancy for a 
bigger model, this time a female red tailed Hawk (left). It 

spent almost 30 years with John 
and Marion, becoming instantly 
recognisable in the village to a 
generation of children and their 
parents.
Briar, as she was named, was a 
magnificent bird that Marion and 
John trained to hunt for rabbits 
though she would occasionally 
disgrace herself by catching a 
pheasant.  Local landowners 
and farmers were often very 
willing to allow Briar to dispose 
of destructive rabbits and her 
catches also fed some more 
of Marion’s pets, a succession 
of Ferrets which might now be 
spotted about her person if the 
weather ever warms up. They 
too had been trained to chase 
rabbits out of their burrows so 
that Briar might pounce on them 
to really give them a bad day.
Like all captive birds Briar was 
only a “pet” on her own terms 

and that might occasionally mean going absent without 
leave after a free flying session. Marion soon learned 
however that she would always return providing there 
was a lure of tasty morsels in her fist.  Sadly Briar finally 
died in 2020 and since then Marion has contented herself 
with a succession of pet Ferrets. Not everyone’s idea of 
cuddly playthings but Nugget and Gold, now succeeded 
by Mike and Tom, are full of character and energy whose 
desire to hunt has sadly, like everything else, been curtailed 
by the Covid enforced lockdown. Keen walkers, John and 
Marion are still wandering their way around the walks of 
Holybourne and are a fount of knowledge on the pets they 
have had. Stop and chat. They are the friendliest of people 
and always prepared to pass the time of day.
Jerry Janes
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Holybourne Village Association
When I was a boy a Zoom was a multi-coloured rocket 
shaped ice lolly that, if you were lucky, you could persuade 
your parents to buy for you on a sunny summer’s day. These 
days, because of lockdowns and social distancing, most 
of us recognise this as an online meeting for business or 
personal reasons. Pat and I have found Zoom invaluable 
for keeping in touch with our family and friends. We 
have read bedtime stories to grandchildren in different 
households at the same time, participated in quizzes on a 
range of subjects, (Harry Potter being the favourite theme 
with the younger members currently), an area in which 
our knowledge is sadly lacking. We’ve played various 
games, such as Bird Bingo and Trivial Pursuit, and organised 
scavenger hunts. This last has been especially good as 
we have been able to sit calmly drinking our refreshments 
while watching other family members rush round their 
homes collecting all sorts of different items! Cocktail hour 
has also been observed, and Covid restrictions compared, 
with friends in Edinburgh, Paris, and California. Interestingly, 
because of time differences, it seems it is still perfectly 
acceptable to consume alcohol at morning coffee time in 
the USA!
HVA meetings have now been held online for nearly a 
year, and though not substituting totally for face-to-face 
meetings, they have proved remarkably successful. The 
pitfalls experienced by the Handforth Parish Council have 
been mostly avoided and all attendees have been very 
disciplined and have contributed well. In fact, turnouts 
have improved, probably due to the fact that you don’t 
have to leave the comfort of your own home, on what 
could be a cold wet evening, to attend. We have also 
been very pleased to welcome villagers who have joined 
to discuss specific issues, such as the parking problems, 
or the Veolia incinerator planning application, and this is 
something we want to encourage so we can get views 
from all sections of the community. So, don’t be shy, come 
and join us at our monthly meetings! Joining details are 
easily available from secretary@holybourne.com. Details of 
the business conducted can be found in the minutes of our 
meetings on the Holybourne.com website. Many thanks to 
all attendees, committee members and our Councillors for 
their help and contributions.
This year, as hopefully things improve on the Covid front, 
we hope to be able to start holding events again. A summer 
fun day such as a village picnic is definitely on the cards, 
and surely, we will be able to hold our usual Remembrance, 
fireworks and carol singing events again later in the year, 
even though they may have to be held in an appropriate 
socially distance manner.
A big thank you to our District Councillor Graham Hill and 
County Councillor Andrew Joy for making funds available 
to allow us to purchase a new defibrillator which is 
stationed outside the White Hart. Graham and Lesley Cook 

have looked after and maintained the original defibrillator 
for the last 12 years and deserve the thanks of the whole 
village. It was however becoming obsolete and obtaining 
spares was becoming impossible. The new one, which is 
registered with the local ambulance service, is an updated 
automatic model which includes a CPR function to guide 
users through the whole resuscitation process. Hopefully 
though, none of you will need to use it!  Carey Robertson is 
taking over responsibility for the new one.
Finally, for no reason other than I think it is a fun bit of 
trivia and that it demonstrates that nothing is impossible 
if you are determined enough, I leave you with this. At the 
1904 Olympics in St Louis, American George Eyser won 
6 medals; 3 gold, 2 silver, and I bronze in the Gymnastics 
events. The rather wonderful and notable feature about this 
was that George had a wooden leg!
David Houghton chairman@holybourne.com
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Books Beat Boredom!
Looking for something to do while at home?
We would love you to listen to children read 
or read to them while they’re not at school.

Introduce your favourite book to the younger 
generation; let them introduce you to one of 
their favourite books or pick an entirely new 
book – all that we ask is the book chosen is 
age appropriate.  Children would benefit from 
the reading routine while not at school and 
it will hopefully provide some much needed 
entertainment and company for people at 
home.  All interaction will take place remotely 
on whatever technology is available for both 
listener and reader.
Holybourne & Neatham children will 

be matched with local 
residents.  If you are 
interested   in finding 
out more (whether 
parent of child or 

resident), please contact                                     
Tessa Laughton:  

tessa.laughton@gmail.com

We are a small group of  mature
carers who can provide care in the

privacy of  your own home.

Assistance with personal care
Continence care

Arranging appointments
Meal preparation, shopping

Light housework
Daytime sitting service

Overnight stays

We are all insured and work
independently but still work together

as a team so we can provide cover
for any holidays or sickness.

References available
Tel: Carol 07753 178468

Email: c.may981@btinternet.com

CAN'T YOU DO
ANYTHING RIGHT ?

HOME COMPUTER SUPPORT & TUITION
" My PC Home Help ! "

Friendly, Professional Support for
Windows PC, Apple Computers, iPads etc.

visit: www.myPChomehelp.co.uk

Computer Repairs, Virus Removal & Upgrades
Broadband Wired/Wireless Solutions & Setup
One To One Home Tuition for all Abilities
Smart TVs and other Home Technology

I Supply, Install & Support PCs, iMacs & iPads

Call RICHARD SIERS on Bentley (01420) 22844
enquiries@myPChomehelp.co.uk

Free quotation and
consultation
Fully qualified and
insured
References available

Specialists in Ponds,
Water Features, Paving
and Timberwork

For all your
hard and soft
landscaping needs

Tel: 01730 601931
Mob: 07795 615526

thrivelandscapes@aol.com
www.thrivelandscapes.org
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The start of the new year is a great time to 
reflect on last year, but also to look forward. 
Like for so many people, the past year has been 
challenging and with the announcement of the 
third lockdown we became extremely worried 
that the pre-school may not survive. However, 
despite currently operating at a financial loss, 
we have lots to be thankful for, most notably 
that we have not had any Covid cases to date. 
We are so pleased to remain open in the 
current climate, supporting local children and 
their families in the crucial early years.
Since re-opening in June 2020 the structure of 
our day changed to incorporate a strict cleaning 
regime and additional safety measures. But our 
commitment to the children is the same. Each 
day the children receive a warm greeting and 
every resource and surface touched during our 
session is thoroughly cleaned to ensure the 
environment is safe for the next day. 
Some of our children are staying at home at 
the moment, but thankfully Hampshire County 
Council confirmed we could continue claiming 
funding for all children. We were worried that a 
further loss of income, on top of the additional 
cleaning costs, could, like for so many settings, 
be the end of us. It is tough, as our cohort is a third smaller 
than last January and the added restrictions of the third 
lockdown mean we are unable to hold open days and 
invite families in to see the setting as the busy fun-filled 
learning environment we are so proud to have. 
But, we have lots to look forward to! The children are 
enjoying playing with lots of new resources Father Christmas 
brought when he visited the pre-school, particularly the 
small-world vehicle collection. We also replaced some of 
our large mobile storage units with open shelving, to allow 
the children to easily choose what they play with.

We continue to support and share activities with the families 
at home. All the children received a Christmas activity book 
in their party bag to help keep them busy. Then in mid-
January we emailed our home learners information on how 
to make bird feeders. We were then able to all join in with 
the ‘RSPB Big birdwatch’ at pre-school and home.
As an early years setting it is essential we are able to 
continue to nurture the young children’s development and 
well-being, as Bill Gates said, “The first five years have so 
much to do with how the next 80 turn out”.

We wish to thank everyone for their support at this 
time. Please contact us if you would like to view the 
pre-school setting (out of hours only), or discuss 
your requirements. We would love to hear from you! 
We are now offering places for September, but only 
have a few places remaining for the current year. 
Holybourne Village Pre-School operates from 
Holybourne Village Hall and is open 9am-3pm on 
Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays and 9am-
12pm on Thursday and Friday. Children start with us 
from 2.5 years up to school age. Children who are 
entitled to Early Years Funding attend completely free 
(no top-up fees). For enquiries please contact Sue 
on: 07748 824942 or holybournevillagepreschool@
yahoo.co.uk  You can also find out more via the 
Holybourne Village Pre-School Facebook page.
Kate Gee

Holybourne Village Pre-School

Above: 2020 lockdown outdoor fun; Below: the Big Birdwatch
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ROOKERY
BARNS LTD

Complete your country home...

Quality, Style and Service since 1998
tel: 01420 488870 | www.rookerybarns.com

As your local barn specialist, we have designed and 
constructed over 900 oak barn-style buildings in the last 20 
years. We offer to take care of every stage of your project:     

� Designing your barn
� Securing planning approval if required
� Groundworks and landscaping
� Barn construction and erection
� Roofing, electrics and internal fit-out
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Coronavirus nurse:  front line diary
I leave the peaceful lanes of 
Holybourne in the dark to start 
my twelve-hour shift and drive 
past the duck pond and church; 
their steady reminders that in all 
this turmoil we have constants.
As I walk into the hospital on 
another dark winter’s morning, I 
can feel the sadness and pressure 
of the night shift that has just 
been, and the day ahead of me. 

I see a scared patient being rapidly transferred down the 
corridor, the fear in his eyes which I can only just see with 
the oxygen mask attached to him. 
I walk past A&E on the way to my ward and I glance in 
to see nurses and doctors in their PPE with their heads 
bowed, looking shattered.  
The day already feels gloomy and I brace myself for our day 
on the Children’s ward. ‘Hi Alison’ say the night team, ready 
for their shift to end. I listen to handover and note child 
after child with significant mental health issues needing our 
care on the ward today. We have no broken bones to fix 
today, instead we have a heavy burden of broken young 
people to support and protect. 

The pandemic has had a deep 
impact on children who are 
arriving on our ward in greater 
numbers and at a younger ages 
after self-harming or taking 
overdoses. Children are the lost 
tribe in the pandemic. While 
they remain (for the most part) 
perplexingly immune to the 

health consequences of Covid-19, their lives and daily 
routines have been vastly disrupted. 
Children in mental health crisis used to be bought onto our 
ward perhaps twice a week. This has now increased to 
once or twice a day. Some children as young as ten years 
old have tried to harm themselves or take their own lives. 
Today myself and the day team will be supporting, 
encouraging and caring for the teenage girls on our ward 
who have severe anorexia needing artificial feeding support.  
We are also managing a profoundly psychologically 
disturbed teenager who tried to take his life and is now 
looking for ways to harm himself with equipment on our 
children’s ward. I glance over to the next bay, and there is 
the withdrawn teenage girl who has taken a toxic overdose 
and is on treatment. 
I take a call from A&E – there’s another child who has self-
harmed needing to come to my ward and a Covid-19 
mother and baby needing admission to my ward as well. 
The PPE is checked for the Covid admission, and we 
welcome both onto the ward; needing our care, time and 
compassion. 

Three of us have our Covid vaccinations at midday – the 
two doctors and myself walk to the hospital vaccination 
area joking as we walk feeling we are about to get a ‘super 
power’ jab. We feel invincible as we return to the ward full 
of optimism and it feels an honour and fantastic to be part 
of the national recovery plan.
We work on through the twelve hour shift supporting, 
listening and wiping away the tears of sadness from the 
children who are overwhelmed by the isolation of this 
pandemic. We have abandoned our skills of mending 
broken bones and find ourselves digging deep to give our 
support to the broken young people and children. These 
are not skills learnt in a classroom; these skills come from 
within us – our compassion, our care and our empathy. 
As I walk to my car at the end of our shift that evening 
with the day team, we all admit to feeling so burdened by 
the weight of the mental health issues on our ward. I am 
drained and exhausted as I drive towards home, but I smile 
as I see the village church and duck pond; looking exactly 
as they did this morning. 
‘Hello mummy!’ says my twelve-year-old daughter Olivia as 
I open the front door. She has waited up for me and wants 
to tell me all about her online lessons and longs for my 
company and time. I think of the young people I have left 
behind on my ward, and I hold her a little tighter as I hug 
her feeling so thankful she is somehow coping. 
Alison Tait

When I think back to this time last year, we were being 
propelled into the unknown. We got through the first wave 
on adrenaline, anxiety and energy from endless chocolate. 
The stream of Covid19 patients dried up over the summer, 
but never entirely, so we barely had time to catch our 
breath. As things ramped up again at the end of last year, I 
felt like people outside of my work family were living in an 
alternative reality as they were seemingly making plans to 
spend Christmas with loved ones. I think it was expected 
we would get to a peak equivalent to the first wave and 
then it would then teeter off in a similar fashion. The reality 
has been wildly different, and you only have to look at 
graphs of hospital admissions to see what we worked 
through in January and February. I’ve never experienced 
anything like it.
A trip to ICU is usually the worst day of someone’s life, 
and a monumentally awful day for the people who love 
that person too. Every day is filled with tragic stories. 
Additionally, our ICU still needs to function as an ICU for 

Life in Life in 
the ICUthe ICU
Part 2Part 2

continued...continued...
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Holybourne Holybourne 
BuntingBuntingI wanted to tell you about my 

Mum Lisa Dale. She is an ODP at 
Frimley Park Hospital. Now, many 
of you might not know what an 
ODP is but it stands for Operating 
Department Practitioner. She is 
one person who has to be there 
when you need an operation. 

She will be the last person you see as you go to sleep. In 
the last year with Covid 19 she has worked so hard to try 
and keep everyone safe. For example, when you have to go 
on a ventilator you have to be put to sleep and she has to 
be there. She is one of only 48 in the whole of Frimley Park 
Hospital out of over 8000 workers.  She and her work mates 
have worked morning and night, weekends and Christmas 
to try and keep us all safe and well. Right at the beginning in 
March last year she even moved out of our house to live in 
a hotel to keep me and my family away from any infection 
as she worked around the clock to set up the hospital for 
what they knew was coming.
I wanted to tell you about my Mum because we are all 
so proud of her for what she does not just for us but for 
everyone.  Last year the village had a whip round and the 
owner of the White Hart came around and bought us lots 
of nice food and drink from them and the village shop. She 
was so touched it made her cry to know that people in the 
village had gone to so much trouble.
So if you see my Mum as she goes out on one of her walks 
say hi to her it will definitely brighten up her day.
Lexie Dale, Holybourne paper girl

In July 2020, finding I had a lot of time on my hands, I 
thought that I would make my hobby into something more. 
I have always loved making items for friends and families 
especially for new babies! I have decided to focus on 
personalising bunting and cushions. My favourite part is 
putting the colours and fabrics together and coming up 
with new products to make.

Life in the ICU part 2, continuedLife in the ICU part 2, continued

My Mum the ODPMy Mum the ODP

all the non-Covid tragedies. We now have a lot of long stay 
patients who we work really hard with for months to get 
them off of the ventilators. It’s a long slow slog. We wake 
people up from the medically induced comas and try and 
get their bodies functioning again.
Sometimes they haven’t seen any natural light for months. 
When patients are in ICU for a long time, they can get very 
disorientated, low in mood, and delirious, especially in 
current times when they cannot have any visitors. Evidence 
shows that a simple trip outside, to see daylight, when 
we are beginning to rehab them has great benefit. We are 
lucky that our ICU has a backdoor direct to the outside, 
where we can wheel the patients out in their beds, to feel 
the sun (or the rain) on their skin. It is a big task to gather 
and precariously balance all the equipment needed to 
keep them safe and alive for a seemingly small trip. The 
difference in mood after a trip outside is staggering.
I’ve decided to take on the outside garden area as a 
project (pictured). We’ve got three planting areas, and 
some benches. Previously, some staff and former patients 
have donated pot plants to brighten it up. It’s a nice east-

facing sun trap, even if it is surrounded with ugly hospital 
buildings. I’ve applied a thick mulch of compost to all the 
beds which was donated by a local company. The daffodils 
and tulips I planted earlier in the year are just popping up, 
I just need to plan what I’m going to plant next.
It has been hard. But I don’t deny that the majority of 
people are having a hard time currently. I’m grateful for the 
team that I work in, the security of my job and the health of 
my loved ones.
Sophie Legg
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For the first time we have an entire family nominated as 
Holybourne Heroes. Ruth Randall explains why...
We would like to nominate Tom, Sarah, Jonah and 
Jemima Main from Mill Cottage Farm Experience as 
Holybourne Heroes.
Our first contact with the family was soon after we moved 
here when Sarah used the church for a charity event 
raising money for Breast Cancer Awareness.  Later that 
year she brought the donkeys from Mill Cottage Farm to 
walk through the church during the Crib Service.  These 
are just two of the numerous events that Mill Cottage farm 
supports and arranges in our local community.   As you will 
know, the donkeys from Mill Cottage brought lots of cheer 
throughout last December when they walked through the 
village to wish everyone a ‘Happy Christmas’ with a team of 
suitably dressed shepherds!  (I have lots of photos of this 
event if you would like one or two; Gordon and I were two 
of the shepherds and it was such fun).
In December Gordon and the other ministers were putting 
together a short video of the Christmas story and I asked 
Sarah if we could film at the farm with the sheep; it was very 
short notice but Tom and Sarah were absolutely brilliant in 
helping.  All we had asked was if we could stand in the 
field and film, but by the time we had arrived within the 
hour they had corralled the sheep for us, as well as setting 
up a fire and a manger scene.  This is just one example of 
how supportive and brilliant they are!
Since we arrived in Holybourne we have always enjoyed 
walking along the farm trail, but it has really come into its 
own during lockdown when we have seen so many more 
people walking there and enjoying seeing the animals.  
In addition, Sarah has been putting up regular ‘trails’ for 

Holybourne Heroes

adults and children alike which are both educational and 
fun.  They have also occasionally been setting up a pop up 
farm when restrictions have allowed so people can meet 
and handle some of the animals.  
I am a volunteer with Alton Community Cupboard (ACC) 
and am very aware of how much Tom and Sarah do to 
support the charity.  As I expect you know, the remit of 
ACC is to collect and redistribute food from the local 
supermarkets that can no longer be sold.  Any food that 
isn’t suitable for human consumption goes to the farm for 
the animals and if there is an excess of food that can still be 
eaten by people then Sarah lays it out on a table in front of 
Mill Cottage for people to pick up and enjoy.  In addition, 
Tom has used his vehicles several times to help ACC move 
fridges and other bits of heavy/large equipment.
Sarah and Tom homeschool their children Jonah and 
Jemima who are as equally community minded as their 
parents.  They are super little people, full of energy, and so 
enthusiastic about the animals and the place where they 
live.   The children gave us a ‘private tour’ of the farm a few 
months ago and when Bramble, the new baby donkey was 
born, Jonah invited me into the field to see her when she 
was just a few hours old.  Such a privilege.  The children, 
along with Tom and Sarah, always have time to chat to 
anyone walking by the farm and to answer any questions 
they might have. 
Tom and Sarah have many challenges running the farm, 
particularly at the moment with all the restrictions, but they 
continue to soldier on always with smiles on their faces.  
They have a great faith in Jesus and I am sure they will tell 
you that is why and how they remain so positive despite all 
that life throws at them.  They truly are Holybourne Heroes!

I have now decided 
to focus on ‘mini 
bunting’ which 
is very popular 
and affordable! 
Everything is 
homemade in 
Holybourne, on my 
dining room table! 
I try to re-cycle 
fabrics as I want 
this venture to be 
as eco-friendly as 
possible. I am collaborating with local companies and 
local stockists, Holybourne Shop and Westend Flower 
Farm, both stock the bunting.
If you would like to see more of what I do look out for 
my stock in the Shop, take a look at my social media 
‘Holybourne Bunting Company’ or just drop me an email  at  
Lauren.stubbings@hotmail.com if you’d like to order.
Lauren Stubbings
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Well, the beginning of 2020 was set to be a productive 
year, I had just set up my own mediation business and had 
my sights set on helping people resolve their legal issues 
without going to Court…. then COVID hit us with a bang!  
My plans were definitely hampered and the mediation 
world went a lot quieter, partly trying to adjust to life on 
zoom and wondering whether mediations could still be 
successful virtually and partly due to clients being hesitant 
to proceed with mediations on a virtual basis. Can you 
imagine? Living with your ex-partner and sitting in separate 
rooms in the house on zoom trying 
to participate in a productive 
mediation? It is not ideal, is it?
Whilst everything was up in the air 
with mediation, I had many more 
‘legal’ enquiries flooding in and 
decided therefore to carry on with 
my usual solicitor work which was 
busy!  The Court System was already 
in backlog prior to COVID but since 
the lockdowns, the legal process 
has become even more delayed.   
The Courts are working hard to 
get through the backlog and still 
conducting hearings, also virtually 
and by telephone, but with both 
the delays and uprise in emergency 
applications it will take some time 
for the system to get back on track.   
Sadly, many of the enquiries I have 
encountered over the last 12 months 
have either been exclusively or had 
some element of domestic abuse 
and sadly these are situations that 
are not always appropriate for 
mediation anyway, for obvious 
reasons.  
I have throughout my career handled, 
many domestic abuse cases, often 
those regarded as very high risk 
situations and therefore, whilst 
incredibly difficult, I do feel particularly passionate and 
privileged when I am able to assist clients through these 
very sensitive and often dangerous times.   Some clients are 
so financially vulnerable that they do not have the funds to 
pay for legal advice initially and this can be overwhelming 
for them.  It is therefore important to find a solicitor who 
is experienced in this particular field and happy to offer 
some free initial advice (yes, some of us do still exist)! Or 
help can always be given by the Citizens Advice Bureau. 
It is evident that there was a surge in domestic violence 
incidents compared to the same period for 2019. 
Awareness is being raised on how these figures will 

ANI: Action Needed Immediately!ANI: Action Needed Immediately!
continue to increase throughout 2021, which sadly does 
seem inevitable with us now in the third lockdown and so 
many families being confined to home, financial pressures 
and the stresses of home schooling.  
Nationwide, companies and social media have really 
pulled together and done a great job of raising awareness 
on this serious issue and offering sharing code words or 
specific numbers for victims to call.  The latest campaign 
in raising awareness is promoted by Boots pharmacy, so if 
a customer goes into Boots (and some other Pharmacies) 

and asks for an ‘ANI’ (pronounced 
Annie) the staff will know that 
it would be an ‘Action Needed 
Immediately’ situation and they will 
be taken into a private room and 
offered support.  Equally, if a victim 
calls 999 followed by 55, it will also 
have the same effect and help will 
be sought immediately. The victim 
can remain silent on the phone and 
the police will be aware that an 
emergency situation has arisen and 
will send help. 
There is much on the internet about 
what can be done to help victims 
of domestic abuse and also to 
recognise the signs as many victims 
will stay silent, so do have a read 
and continue to raise awareness 
where you can, even if it is just 
sharing a post on Facebook. It all 
helps and it really could be a matter 
of life and death for some.  Domestic 
abuse occurs in all walks of life, 
backgrounds and takes many forms, 
often together and sometimes in 
isolation.  It maybe psychological 
but not physical or financial but not 
emotional. During my career I have 
also acted for many men as well as 
women. 

Should anyone have any queries relating 
to this subject, or wish to simply have 
a chat, whether that be in a personal 
or legal capacity, do feel free to 
contact me confidentially and do 
not suffer in silence.
Stay safe everyone. 
Kellie – Jayne Cox
www.kjcoxsolicitor.co.uk
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Homeschooling - Pourquoi non?
Pandemic paralysis and lockdown lethargy had truly 
numbed me, when I had a call from my son Michael in 
London. My just-turned 8 year old granddaughter needed 
some Beginners Catch-up French tuition. Could I help? Yes, 
here was something I could actually get stuck into.
On the appointed day and hour, the ping of my IPad 
announced the Zoom invitation. Sign in, join with video 
and use internet audio were duly tapped, and there was 
my granddaughter beaming at me. “Salut, Granny, ça va?” 
Wow! What an encouraging start.
“Salut, Letty. Très bien, merci, et toi?”
“Oui, très bien. Granny, I’ve got some news for you. Do you 
want the good news or the bad news first?”
“Oh, good please.”
“Well, I’ve earned 13 house points for my lockdown work 
last month.”
“Well done, Letty, 13 – ‘treize’ in French. (I think, here we 
go, numbers.) Shall we count to 20 in French?”
“Yes, I mean ‘Oui’ – un, deux, trois …..” We hesitate at 12. 
“Douze” I volunteer, and on we go until 17, ‘dix-sept’.
“That’s a funny spelling. Why don’t we say the ‘p’ Granny?”
“Well, there are quite a few letters they don’t pronounce in 
French words, Letty. They are silent.”
“Oh, I see. Shall I give you the bad news now?”  (Pourquoi 
non? Why not?)
“Yes, what’s happened?”
“Well, my favourite old penguin toy has a broken leg.”
“Oh non,” I sympathise, (thinking parts of the body next on 
my list). “Do you know the French for leg, Letty?”
“Mmm, I’ve forgotten.” I help with ‘la jambe’, and show her 
the flashcard and get her to repeat it.
“Why is it ‘la’, Granny? I thought ‘the’ was ‘le’.”
“Yes, they both mean ‘the’ – that’s something we have to 
remember in French. (Won’t confuse her by mentioning the 
plural ‘les’ at this point.) Showing her the next picture of a 
mouth, I ask “What’s this? ‘Qu’est-ce que c’est?”
“Mmm, la main?” pronouncing it English ‘main’.
“Non, c’est la bouche,” pointing to my mouth, and she 
carefully pronounces it correctly. “Let’s write down that 
question and answer in your note-book, shall we?” I 
suggest.

“Yes, I mean ‘Oui.’ I’ll share 
my screen with you, Granny, 
so you can see what I’ve 
written.” Great, and we 
identify a few more parts of 
the body with the aid of the 
flashcards and questions, 
and then, “What’s ‘broken’ 
in French, Granny? Can I 

write that down too?” (Pourquoi non? Why not?)  I spell 
out ‘cassée’ for her and decide not to go into adjective 
endings and accents just now.
“We’ve bought all these new coloured pens, Granny. Look!” 
(Ah, colours, good. They’re on the list, too. This is relevant.) 
“Can you hold up the pens and tell me the colours in 
French, Letty?”
“Yes, I mean ‘oui’. Rouge, bleu - what’s ‘yellow?”
“Jaune.”
“Oh yes, ‘jaune’, but it doesn’t show up very well. I’m going 
to draw you something in ‘bleu’. Guess what this is.”
There  follows a pause while she draws, and I re-arrange all 
my carefully prepared visual aids and get ready to identify 
the drawing. The screen goes black. Silence.
“Can’t see you, Letty. Are you still there?” She reappears.
“Yes, ‘oui’. I’ve just learnt how to turn the camera off, and 
I know how to enlarge and make things disappear now. 
Right, what’s this?” and she shows me a sketch of a blue 
snake, not one of the creatures on the list I have in front of 
me, (but this could lead to identifying more animals.)
“Ah, c’est un serpent! Can you draw a spider – 
‘une araignée’?” I know this is a French word 
she knows, although the spelling is more 
of a challenge, so we get a red spider up 
on the screen, followed by ‘un chat’ and 
‘un poisson’!
“Here’s something special, Granny”, says 
Letty, continuing to draw. Just a minute. 
There!” And a red heart appears with ‘I love you 
Granny’ written through it.
“Ah, merci, Letty,” I stutter, “Je t’aime aussi - I love you too.”
“Well, that’s not like any lesson I’ve ever taught”, I think to 
myself as I gather together all my carefully prepared and 
planned paraphernalia. Then immediately MIchael texted 
me. “Thanks, Mum, that was amazing!  Letty’s had a blast. 
Can we do it again next week, every week?”
‘Pourquoi non?’  Why not?
Liz Lawrence
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We had Barrie’s Wessex Marathon exploits in the last issue, 
so we follow with the (pre-Covid) London Marathon.

Right, here we are gathered in Greenwich Park – so let’s 
have a final check! Name label pinned to front of vest? Yep. 
Vaseline between the toes? Yep.  Bladder empty? Yep.  
Jelly babies in pocket? Yep.  Headband on? Yep.  Vaseline 
on the important parts? Hang on a minute........... um, Yep.  
Surgical dressings for nipples in back pocket? Yep. And 
you are SURE your bladder is empty? For Pete’s sake, YEP. 
OK, Final stretch of ham strings? Yep. 
Great. I would say by the restlessness up ahead it looks like 
we’ll soon be ready to start! Good grief! Look at 
how much water those other guys are drinking 
prior to the start – their bladders must be near 
to bursting. What do they think they are, camels?
Yeeha! Here’s the count down 10, 9, 8.............. 
and we’re off! Now, remember to control 
yourself – don’t go off like a frightened gazelle. 
Just get into a steady rhythm. There’s 26.2 miles 
to go, so we must be patient. In, out, in, out – 
metronomic style! Is the road rising to my feet – 
no! I’m pounding down upon it on my way to 
glory! Oh yes! This is the life!
Wow! Even after just 1 mile out from Greenwich 
Park there is a sprinkling of people at the side of 
the road shouting “Come on Barrie!” That’s really 
emotional – NO, get a grip on yourself, don’t start 
being overcome at this stage! Keep that for later.

Wait a minute, what’s that pain in my chest? Don’t say that 
my heart’s going to start playing up at this early stage. It’s 
like a small pin prick stabbing at my rib cage. Oh! That’s 
very worrying!  OK relax you idiot! It’s only a safety pin that’s 
come undone. So much for “safety”. The body’s getting 
used to the flow now. No! Nobody can stop me now. I’m 
Red Rum. I’m Desert Orchid. I’m Pegasus the winged horse 
flying across the ground with the greatest of ease. 
Here we are at 5 miles, in Woolwich. There are still lots of 
runners around me. I just love that tee-shirt there that says 
“Are we nearly there yet?” We’re beginning the second 5 
miles now – just four 5-mile sections to go (plus a bit). 
That’s right – be positive!
And here’s the Cutty Sark. She looks fabulous and so, 
apparently, do we according to one woman’s sign that says 
“you may feel like crap but you look really great” Oh no! 
Now there’s a pain in my left foot and it keeps “clicking” 
every time I plant it down. Surely I’m not going to be 
defeated after all those miles of preparation? Plough on 
and try to ignore it – it’ll probably go away.
At last, there’s the Lucozade filling station at 10 miles. We 
haven’t reached the half way mark yet but look at the great 
crowd in Jamaica Road as Tower Bridge looms up. Yes, 
we’re on the bridge now and the crowds are going wild. 
The music is terrific but I can still hear the call of “Come on 
Barrie!” Yes, now I’m flying – I’ve got my second wind. The 
climb up the first half of the bridge is shattering and I seem 
to be overdoing it somewhat in response to the mania of 
the crowd. I’ll just free wheel down the far side basking in 
the admiration of the assembled masses! I LOVE you all!
Yes, there’s the arch of balloons and the large clock telling 
me that we are at the half way mark. Mind you, my body is 
saying “yes, that’ll do. Half a marathon is a fine achievement 
– let’s call it a day at that – after all, it’s all Mo Farah did 
when he started.”
Look, you’ve just been passed by a man in a shark outfit and 
this isn’t good enough! No, come on! You can’t let all your 
friends down, especially all those people in the village at 
home who are supporting you financially. And hey! Look 

who’s shouting encouragement to 
you now – it’s only your two sons 
wanting to give you high fives and 
hugs on behalf of your family.
There you are, this must be 16 miles 
done by now. Ignore that shooting 
pain in your thighs and stop looking 
around for a taxi.
Miles 17 to 19 are the twisty parts 
of the course and wherever I look 
I seem to see runners at the side 
of the road being massaged back 
to fitness by St John Ambulance 
people and some who cannot 
be resuscitated being carried off 
elsewhere! I’m so proud that I’ve 
not found it necessary to ask for aid.

Running theRunning the
London London 
MarathonMarathon
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As an administrator of the Holybourne Community group 
Facebook page, I see from time to time, issues that are 
annoying people and I thought it might be useful to refer 
to a few and perhaps suggest that we might all think about 
things that could prove annoying at a time of great stress.

A perennial cause for concern is, you won’t be 
surprised to learn, dog poo!  It is just about compulsory 

in the village to own a dog and while most owners are 
perfectly considerate and responsible about clearing up 
after their hound, there are clearly some who, for whatever 
reason, are determined to foul the reputation of all other 
owners. As a cat owner, I share the loathing of everyone 
with those that either don’t clear this toxic substance up, 
or who bag it and then heave it into a nearby tree or bush 
where it cannot break down organically.  Please don’t do it.

Another issue that popped up with some strength 
was the use of the churchyard as a playground by 

children. For many local residents who have loved ones 
commemorated or buried there, the distress this might 
cause is understandable.  I think most of us would agree 
that it’s not an appropriate place for ball games, though 
for years, I imagine children cutting through, might have 
hidden from each other behind headstones in innocent 
games of hide and seek.  I suspect that no one would want 
the church to have to put up signs reminding people of the 
sanctity of this beautifully maintained place?  In defence of 
young children however, these things have to taught, not 
simply assumed, so a word as villagers wander past with 
their children might not come amiss?

One of our community who has much farming 
experience, has also drawn attention to the need 

for care when using footpaths that run through cropped 
fields. In the foul wet weather we have had over the winter, 
the increased number of walkers has resulted in footpaths 
getting wider and wider as people try to avoid the deep 
mud.  This will result in damage to crops and can be 
avoided simply by wearing appropriate footwear. If it is 
ankle deep then wear wellies or walking boots!  In many 
places around the village, footpaths have gone from being 

a metre wide to three times this width and it’s really not 
fair on the landowners. As the adage goes, there’s no such 
thing as bad weather, just bad clothing. 

Readers might recall the article in the last magazine 
exhorting late night or early morning walkers to wear 

high visibility vests so that motorists can see them.  There 
are routes in the village that are particularly dark such as 
parts of Howards and Church Lanes.  Another contributor 
has suggested that with all that is going on in relation to 
coronavirus, many more people are out and about walking/
running the roads and lanes of Holybourne. However, 
unfortunately, many people do not seem to be aware of 
the ‘rule of the road’ that states ‘If there is no pavement, 
keep to the right-hand side of the road so that you can see 
oncoming traffic.’ (Highway Code, rules for pedestrians, 
item 2  www.highwaycodeuk.co.uk/rules-for-pedestrians).  
This seems a sensible approach and of course all pedestrians 
would be much safer if traffic would slow down. The HVA 
are considering what might be done to introduce a 20mph 
speed limit through the village but ultimately, just as with 
the issue of parking sensibly away from junctions, this is 
down to the behaviour of individuals.

If you don’t belong to the Holybourne Community 
Facebook page please do pop along for a look if you 

are a social media user. It’s a really effective forum for sharing 
ideas, making our community aware of local enterprise and 
generally checking up on each other. 
Jerry Janes

Facebook Gripes

One of the worst aspects of this part of the race is 
the fact that people keep shouting “not far to go 

now” when you know that there’s still seven miles to go 
and that your body is saying “OK that’s enough! What are 
you trying to prove? Surely you realise that this is already 
further than a man in your physical condition should be 
attempting. What are you? Crazy or something?”
Oh yes, that’s a great placard you are holding up there 
madam saying “Who needs toenails anyway?” That’s a great 
help. So, here we are at Tower Hill and mile 23. Somehow 
still going. The crowds are truly amazing and lifting me 

through the pain barriers even though I’m very, very 
tired. There, at last, is the Embankment, Waterloo Bridge, 
the London Eye and dear old Big Ben calling me on. On 
Birdcage Walk the crowds are 10 deep and urging me on 
to draw on final reserves I didn’t know I had. 
Here, too, are my two brilliant sons with their final verbal 
injection of energy and stimulation. With Buckingham Palace 
and the Mall just 200 yards to go, the pain and fatigue still 
feels intense but the finish line lures me on to cross it with 
a huge sigh of relief.
I’ve done it! I’ve gone and done it! Oh Man! What a day! 
When did Kathryn Jenkins finish? Damn her! Oh well, maybe 
next year, after my toenails have recovered!
Barrie “Marathon-man” Lawrence

Don’t Like

Running the London Running the London 
Marathon. Nearly there...Marathon. Nearly there...
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Quilting showcase
The quilt has taken me more than a year to complete and 
was started by someone else. I acquired from a lovely lady 
called Jacquie a whole load of fabric and with it was this 
pattern for the quilt.  It had been started and I’m not sure 
why but I decided it was sad not to complete it. I have 
done other quilts but I think this is my favourite. The baby 
quilt was done for a relative. I don’t usually show things off 
to people apart from close friends and family but for once 
I thought I would.  Lynn Kelly
We’re grateful Lynn shared this with us. Any other artists out 
there that would like us to showcase their work? [Ed]

We moved into Oak Cottage in November 2006. Oak 
Cottage is a grade 2 listed house first built, we think, 
around 1720. It originally comprised two cottages which 
were homes for blacksmiths and wheelwrights employed 
by the owner of the adjacent property the Forge.  We were 
interested in the history of the house and went down to 
Winchester to investigate the history further at the county 
archives.  We found that the cottages were first referred 
to as being on the Turnpike Road which made sense as 
London Road used to be the main road between London 
and Southampton.
We then did a check of the census to see who lived in the 
two cottages. We found that during the 1800s there was a 
family of eight living in one of the cottages including a maid 
and then a family of six in the other.  The house is L shaped 
and the “long” bit of the L is where the two cottages were 
before the house was extended and modernised. The 
cottages had one room upstairs and one room downstairs 
so they were tiny cottages to hold so many people. We 
suspect that we have had the odd ghost passing through 
here and there! Not surprising for such an old house.
We bought the house as home for our blended family 

Oak Cottage
London Road

having both been widowed young and left with a boy and 
a girl apiece.  We were very fortunate to meet each other 
and had a living apart together relationship for seven years 
with Rob being in Ashtead and me being in Alton. We were 
able to buy Oak Cottage when three of our four children 
went to Alton College. We had quite a search to find it. We 
started looking in January 2006 and had three houses fall 
through before Oak Cottage came back on the market. We 
came to see it in early October and knew immediately that 
it was the right house for us and were fortunate to complete 
the sale very quickly. It has been a very happy family home 
so out of a sad situation came a happy ending. We were 
married in Holybourne Church in 2015 and expect our third 
grandchild at the end of February.
Caroline Wallis and Rob Law

Our
House
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CROUCHER & SONS
GENERAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Your Trusted Local Family Company

OUR SERVICES
 Internal & External Maintenance & Repair
 Garden Services:

○ landscaping
○ patio
○ Paths and paving
○ decking
○ tree surgery
○ grass cutting
○ assembling garden structures
○ gutter/fascia cleaning and replacement

 Painting & decorating:
○ Interior walls
○ Cupboards and furniture
○ Outbuilding

 Plumbing and Electrics
 Fully qualified carpentry
Other services available, contact us for a quote!

CONTACT US
croucherandsons@gmail.com  07915 151714

Tel: 01420 87654 whitehart@holybourne.com 139 London Road, Holybourne, Alton, Hampshire. GU34 4EY

Mon-Sat
8am - 11pm

Sun
8am - 10.30pm

FOOD

Mon-Fri
8am-3pm / 5 - 9pm

Sat  8am - 9pm

Sun 8am - 8pm



19www.holybourne.com Spring 2021 Holybourne
Neatham& Village Magazine

Preventing homelessness among 
young people locally
I first heard about Step By Step listening to a radio 
programme about homelessness. A young man from 
Aldershot was being interviewed. He had experienced 
homelessness and was expressing his gratitude at finding a 
charity that provided him with both accommodation and 
support plus a personalised programme to follow which 
kept him fully occupied every day.  He said Step By Step 
had completely turned his life around. I realised then that 
a charity specialising in preventing homelessness among 
young people existed locally.
Visiting Step By Step offices in Aldershot, which also 
accommodates 31 young people, you could not help but 
be impressed both with the facility itself and the approach 
Step By Step uses to empower young people to break the 
cycle of homelessness.
They know that putting a roof over a young person’s head 
is not enough to break the cycle of homelessness. Naturally 
having somewhere to stay that is safe, secure, clean, warm 
and provides hot cooked food, all the things we take 
for granted, is vitally important and without it it’s virtually 
impossible to move on.
However by providing that accommodation Step By Step 
becomes their home, their permanent address. Without an 
address, accessing education, employment, even a bank 
account is also virtually impossible.
So what is it that Step By Step does that enables them to 
claim they “break the chain of homelessness” for young 
people? Each young person is individually assessed 
and allocated a Step Worker to help them discover their 
individual aspirations and skills so they can thrive.  That 
Step worker listens to their ambitions, their aspirations, their 
goals.  They then work with their Step worker to achieve 
those goals and to move towards an independent life.
Step By Step teaches the life skills they will need to live an 
independent life. How to cook, clean, look after clothes, 
look after yourself. How to budget, manage money, access 
training and education. How to write a CV, present yourself 
at interviews, and when ready how to access employment, 
and where possible how to be reconciled with family.  In 
addition, counselling, mentoring, mental health support, 
encouragement, confidence, self-esteem, are readily given 
and we continue to listen.
The average age of a young person who comes to Step 
By Step is 18 and they typically stay for 18 months, at 
which point they are ready and able to support themselves 
independently.
49% of the young people we help are female.
“Good News” – Our Step By Step approach works. 90% 
of the young people we work with progress towards an 
independent life. 

Step by step

Today, we accommodate and support up to 272 young 
people locally every night of the year.  To hear for yourselves 
the truly amazing stories of how these young people, 
despite encountering enormous difficulties through no 
fault of their own, go on to lead independent lives please 
visit our website www.stepbyatep.org.uk   They really are 
Superstars.
Where does the money come from? Most comes from Local 
Government which is the actual Housing Benefit the young 
people are entitled to and which we use to provide the 
accommodation they enjoy.  The balance, approx. 20%, 
which provides the” Wrap Around Services” - Life Skills, 
Counselling, Mentoring, Mental Health Support etc – in 
fact the “Glue” that makes it all work - is unfunded. Without 
those services we would just be a hostel. We would not be 
breaking the cycle of homelessness. 
To provide those vital services we rely on donations - from 
individuals, groups, businesses and I am always happy to 
talk about the impact those donations make.
Thank you for listening. 
Gordon Pope, gordon.pope@stepbystep.org.uk
PS. I have taken on the Step By Step 272 challenge by walking 
from the home of author Elizabeth Gaskell in Holybourne 
to the home of author Jane Austen in Chawton 272 times!  
“Such a worthwhile cause - one I’m sure Mrs Gaskell would 
have supported wholeheartedly” Libby Tempest, Chair of 
the Elizabeth Gaskell Society.
Should you wish to support please visit;
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Gordon-Pope4 
and to find out more about the Step by Step 272 Challenge 
and how you can get involved visit:
www.stepbystep.org.uk/news/introducing-the-272-challenge/



20 Spring 2021 www.holybourne.comHolybourne
Neatham& Village Magazine

HOLYBOURNE VILLAGE HALL

Available for public hire, offering a
maximum capacity of 60 people, a fully-
fitted and equipped kitchen, toilet
facilities and full level access.
The hall is situated in the centre of the
village, just a few yards up Church Lane
from London Road.

HOURLY HIRE RATES
Holybourne Residents
Weekdays: £9.50
Weekends before 18:00 £11.00
Weekends after 18:00 £12.50
Non-Holybourne Residents
Weekdays: £11.00
Weekends before 18:00 £13.50
Weekends after 18:00 £18.00

BOOKING ENQUIRIES
Vickie Kemp
01420 549074 / 07737 369803
villagehall@holybourne.com

ONLINE HALL AVAILABILITY
www.holybourne.com
Select the ‘Village Hall’
Press “Click Here to Book”

The china, glass and cutlery in the kitchen are all included in the cost of the hire.
Hirers must ensure that the duration of their booking is sufficient for any setting up and clearing up. Free access to the hall cannot be given for this purpose.

TREE SURGERY . TENNIS COURT MAINTENANCE . HEDGE CUTTING
STUMP GRINDING . GARDEN MAINTENANCE

crosscourtservices.com

EXPERIENCED AND QUALIFIED

EXPERIENCED 
AND QUALIFIED

£5 MILLION 
INSURANCE
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Sonic Property
Covid life for Holybourne’s rock star
In the last issue I wrote about Holly Yendell, a young 
woman whose fashion design business had been kicked 
off the catwalk even before it had started by the onset of 
Covid-19. This time I have met a young musician, Jacob 
Walters, who similar to Holly, was at the outset of something 
he hoped would be big when the world shut down and 
with it, his chance to perform in public.
“I’d seen the stress of life as doctors from both my parents 
so that was definitely a path I had no desire to follow 
and fortunately for me, they could not have been more 
supportive of my desire to pursue a career in music. They 
come to all my gigs and have encouraged me in 
my dreams. I know how lucky I am.”
So, after studying locally at Alton College and then 
at Bath Spa University Jacob set out to entertain 
and was just beginning to be offered regular gigs, having 
performed in London, Bristol and Winchester as well as 
other pub venues more locally, when it all stopped. “I had 
a gig at a London venue just before the first lockdown and 
when I got there, there was no one there. It was a sign of 
what was to come.”
Returning home to Holybourne Jacob describes the 
realisation of the magnitude of what was happening as 
“crushing”.  Clearly, there were two possible routes to 
follow: to mope and despair at the cruel world or to lift his 
head and start to write music again. It has been the latter 
that has kept him sane and he has found his creative muse 
here in Holybourne. 

If you haven’t watched Jacob perform then I urge you to 
look up “Sonic Property” on Instagram, Youtube, Spotify 
and other streaming services.  By his own admission, Jacob 
likes to dominate the stage – he is a performer but first and 
foremost, an entertainer. His band, Sonic Property, has a 
bass player, a lead guitarist, a drummer and a vocalist and 
Jacob is every one of them.  When performing he plays the 
lead guitar and sings, having recorded the bass and drums 
as backing tracks. He leaps about the stage like a demented 
bunny rabbit and if you can think of a Salvador Daliesque 
Guy Fawkes, that is his dress code.  He loves to perform 
and not being able to has hit him hard.  “That’s the biggest 
challenge really, knowing I can do it and believing I still 

will be able to pick things up again when 
this is all over.  The Arts have made such 
a hugely positive contribution to public 
mental health during the lock down and 
it is so depressing that politicians attach 
so little value to it.  Instead of encouraging 
performance, creativity and diversity in 
the Arts, the prevailing attitude seems to 
be to discourage it. It’s maddening.”
Working with another talented young 
man of the village, George Carmichael, 
whose specialisation is in Film, Jacob has 
written the backing music for George’s 
production and together they are working 
on the video for Jacob’s latest single, set 
to be released around Easter. Titled, “I sat 
by the ocean” it will be available through 
the streaming services mentioned above. 
Both these young men and Holly too, are 
determined not to let the current crisis 
hold them back. Once again, we might 
look to the young as role models for how 
not to let Covid beat us.
Jerry Janes, Editor
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PETER CHIVERS PCS
WASP NEST TREATMENTS
DON’T GET STUNG
CALL FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE NOW

FOR ALL YOUR PEST CONTROL NEEDS:
Wasps, Bees, Rats, Mice, Moles, Cluster Flies, Squirrels,
Cockroaches, Rabbits, Pigeons, Bird-Proofing,
Emergancy Wasp Nest Treatments, Mole Trapping Specialist

Providing quality tuition in your local area.
English, French, German, Spanish,

Portuguese & EFL
- All ages and levels -

Alton Language Workshop

www.altonlanguageworkshop.org
alton.language.workshop@gmail.com

www.MillFarmOrganic.com

Tel/Fax: 01420 22331
Open: Wed– Sat 9am-5pm
Isington Nr. Alton GU34 4PN

Farm Shop
& Cafe

Organic Beef , Lamb & Pork
Meat Boxes from £59
Fresh ‘Artisan’ Bread, Fruit+Veg

Local Hampshire
produce

The Thorne Family
aatt

KEMP & STEVENS
Funeral Directors

Robin Thorne Dip FD LMBIFD Gill Thorne Dip FD LMBIFD
Michael Thorne Dip FD LMBIFD Geoff Thorne MBIE Dip FD LMBIFD

IInnddeeppeennddeenntt ffaammiillyy--rruunn FFuunneerraall DDiirreeccttoorrss aanndd  MMoonnuummeennttaall  MMaassoonnss

9933 HHiigghh SSttrreeeett,, AAllttoonn,, HHaammppsshhiirree GGUU3344 11LLGG  0011442200  8833117777

iinnffoo@@kkeemmppaannddsstteevveennss..ccoo..uukk      wwwwww..kkeemmaappaannddsstteevveennss..ccoo..uukk
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continued...

The house known as The Lawn in Holybourne was built by 
Thomas Eggar the Younger around early 1808. During its first 
60 years it saw a number of occupants, as described in the 
previous issue of this magazine.
 In 1865 the authoress Mrs Elizabeth Gaskell (right) 
purchased the property for £2,600, for her and husband 
William to enjoy in their old age, away from the grime of 
Manchester.  The purchase was without his knowledge as 
he was reluctant to move.  They never resided there.  Whilst 
on a visit to The Lawn, Elizabeth returned from church and 
was resting by the fireside when she suddenly suffered a 
heart attack and died on 12th November 1865.  She was 
55 and William her husband had to be told that not only 
had she bought a house in Holybourne, but that she had 
died in it.  It is believed that the Gaskell family retained 
ownership of The Lawn for some years.
 In April 1871 the lease on the property was taken up 
by Arthur Hardy Wood, who had spent his childhood at 
Thedden Grange, the son of John Wood, a wealthy Yorkshire 
mill owner.  Arthur, aged 43, married his cousin Annis 
Matilda Hardy on 14th October 1871.  Her sister, Florence, 
was the wife of Montagu George Knight of Chawton House, 
a descendant of the brother of the famous author Jane 
Austen.  It was at The Lawn that Arthur and Annis’ son, 
Percival Gathorne, was born in 1873, he was baptised in 
Holybourne on 20th May.  In September 1873 Arthur Hardy 
Wood signed a lease for 10 years for Winchfield House, 
Winchfield, Hampshire.  It is not known when he moved 
there, but probably before 27th March 1875 when a sale of 
household furniture from the The Lawn was advertised in 
the Hampshire Chronicle.
 The next tenant was Edward Thornton, an ex-
soldier.  In October 1852 the London Gazette announced 
him to be “Lieutenant, Vice Rix, retired Bedfordshire 
Regiment of Militia”, in 1861 he held the rank of Captain.  
Edward’s first wife, Mary Jane Mountain, died on 24th 
April 1875, the following year aged 62, he married Frances 
Eleanor Hutton, when she was 29.  It is supposed that soon 
after the marriage they took up residence at The Lawn, 
however they can only have lived there for a short time as 
by the 1881 he was resident at Shinfield Lodge, Berkshire.  
Edward Thornton’s death aged 69 was announced in the 
Derby Daily Telegraph of 14th September 1883: 

The Lawn: the next 50 years, 1865 - 1891

 Sarah Elizabeth Foster was next.  She was the 
daughter of Quaker couple Mary and Sampson Foster, a 
wealthy banker.  The Foster family can claim a Royal lineage 
going back to King Edward I, while Sarah’s grandmother 
Mary (nee Lloyd) was descended from Sampson Lloyd II 
who was a founder of the world-famous Lloyds Bank.  In 
1871 Sarah Elizabeth was living in Alton Lodge, Anstey, 
“unmarried with independent means”, with three servants. 
Sarah’s brother Joseph (right) was then Curate of the old 
13th century church of St John in Greatham, now a ruin.  
The new church, completed in 1875, 
was erected by their brother, William 
Fry Foster of Le Court as a memorial 
to their parents.  Joseph’s wife Letitia 
died in 1874 leaving four sons aged 
from 11 years to 3 months, he would 
have found it very difficult to raise 
his children and continue as Curate.  
He gave up his position at Greatham 
church in 1875, so it is speculated 
that Sarah took a lease on (or bought) The Lawn, and moved 
to Holybourne with Joseph and his boys.  Joseph returned 
to Greatham as Rector of St John the Baptist in 1879, but 
died the following year:  
 In 1881 Sarah Elizabeth Foster was resident at The 
Lawn as head of the family with Joseph’s son Raymond 
Foster aged 6, while the older boys were away at school.  
By 1891 Sarah had moved to Mist Bank in Alton.  
 Le Court in Greatham, subsequently came into the 
possession of Group Captain Leonard Cheshire (of the 
legendary 617 ‘Dambusters’ Squadron) who founded 
the Cheshire Homes there.  The Victorian mansion was 
demolished in the 1950s to be replaced by more practical 
accommodation for disabled people.
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Holybourne Theatre
Every Cloud…
Whilst the coronavirus pandemic has completely disrupted 
all our lives it has enabled work at Holybourne Theatre to 
progress at a faster pace than originally planned.  Please 
don’t misunderstand me, it has been a terrible year for 
many and the theatre has had to cancel all performances 
and workshops for the first time in seventy years but it has 
provided time for the new foyer and many maintenance 
projects to be completed.  I am pleased to announce 
that we have just received formal building sign-off 
and everything is fully operational.  There are still some 
cosmetic items to do, but the hard work is over.  I must 
publicly thank Pete and Teresa Stone who have spent 
almost every weekend at the theatre for the last 15 months 
painting, wiring and plumbing- without them this project 
could never have happened.  I must also thank the many 
organisations who have provided funding and support; 
Garfield Weston Foundation, Helen Robertson Charity, 
Mouth and Foot Painting Artists Fund, Rank Foundation, 
EHDC Councillors Ginny Boxall and Graham Hill, Alton Beer 
Festival, Holybourne Village Association, EHDC Grants, 
Rotary Club of Alton, GreenMan Folk Club, Alton Lions Club, 
The Tricycle Shop, Waitrose plus all the members, friends 
and residents of Alton and Holybourne who supported 
our fundraising activities.  The final cost of the new foyer 

The Lawn: the next 50 years, Continued
 The Rev Frederick Rudge then occupied The Lawn 
from sometime between 1881 and 1885.  He had studied 
at Trinity College, Cambridge, and been ordained Deacon 
in 1854, and Priest in 1856.  In 1866, aged 38, Frederick 
married Mary Ann Turner, but no record has been found of 
children born to them.  He held a number of ecclesiastical 
posts until the Rudge’s moved to Holybourne and took 
up residence at The Lawn.  Mrs Rudge advertised in the 
Morning Post of Thursday 28th May 1885 for a cook: 

 The Reverend Frederick Rudge died on 24th December 
1886 age 58 at The Lawn, his death was reported in the 
Hampshire Advertiser on 1st January 1887.   Probate was 
proved on 9th February 1887:  
“Personal Estate £5,888 12s 5d.  The Will of the Reverend 
Frederick Rudge formerly of Meesden Rectory in the 
County of Hertford but late of The Lawn Holybourne in the 
County of Southampton Clerk who died 24th December 
1886 at The Lawn.”

Mary Ann apparently then moved to Godalming. 
 The next, tragic, resident of The Lawn was William 
Wynne Apperley, from 1886 to 1891.  He was born in 1844 
in West Bengal, India, and married Margaret Coningham 
(nee Tremenheere) in 1882, their son George Owen Wynne 
was born two years later.   In 1886 they took up residence 

at The Lawn. Unfortunately William did not enjoy the 
property for very long, sadly he took his own life at home 
on 6 September 1891 whilst suffering from melancholia.  
He is buried at St Mary’s Upper Froyle.  His will was proved 
on 13th October 1891, with his personal estate £4,631 
9s. One can imagine the distress of his widow Margaret, 
having now lost her second husband. By 18th February 1893 
The Lawn was occupied by the Hewitt family. 
Linda Habberfield, archive@holybourne.com

was in the region of £120,000.  Let’s hope a grand opening 
can happen in the near future.
It is likely that theatres will be one of the last venues to 
re-open.  There are many good/bad luck traditions in the 
theatre, one of which is to leave on a light permanently 
on the stage whilst a theatre is unoccupied – a ghost light.  
We hope to return soon to normality and youth theatre 
workshops, but in the meantime there are other projects 
to do: hearing loop, defibrillator, CCTV,  curtains, porch… 
and so the list goes on.  All this means that when we do 
return, we can provide better facilities and experiences for 
both members and audiences.  Let’s hope the end of the 
pandemic is in sight and the show can go on.
Bob Yelland
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Luminosa

Young and Rising Voices having fun in rehearsal

The Choir that Keeps on Singing
It hasn’t been the best time for the arts but the local family 
of choirs, collectively known as Luminosa, has been quietly 
but consistently conserving its passion for music throughout 
the pandemic and striving to keep its members singing 
together and continuing to plan for the future. They have 
maintained their standard of singing, firstly on-line each 
week on Zoom and, more recently for 8 weeks before the 
subsequent lockdown, at their regular rehearsal quarters of 
The Maltings in Alton, a Covid-secure venue. The fact that 
this choir has galvanised its resources to keep music alive is 
testimony to the power of singing to prevail. 
Inspired by its talented and charismatic choral director, 
Rebekah Abbott, who is currently Head of Voice with 
the Royal Marines Band Service, and its patron, Neil Ferris, 
Chorus Director of the BBC Symphony Chorus, members 
are always motivated to excel, and Covid-19 has not 
diminished the choir’s ethos of singing captivating music at 
a high level of expertise.
Luminosa is proud of the ‘connectedness’ of its membership 
which is one of the mainstays of its success. During the 
pandemic this has been a particular blessing, sustaining the 
emotional and mental health of its members, young and 
old, enriching self-esteem, confidence and community 
through singing.
The Choir was due to celebrate its 10th anniversary 
with a landmark concert in March 2020 with an exciting 
programme of music, including an inspiring commission. 
Plans are being made to celebrate Luminosa’s decade of 
choral success as soon as possible.
In the meantime, homes of Luminosa members of all ages 
are filled each Tuesday evening with the strains of uplifting 
singing. The main choir, Luminosa Voices, are rejoicing in 
Haydn’s Creation, full of unsullied optimism expressed in 
some of the most lovable and life-affirming music ever 
composed. This is in preparation for a summer concert 
which the Choir is optimistically planning, to include 
Haydn’s magnificent oratorio and other positive music 
full of light and hope, with singing by the Chamber Choir, 
Luminosa Chamber Voices, along a similar theme. 

Luminosa Rising Voices (ages 10-16) and Luminosa Young 
Voices (ages 6-11), the choirs creatively led and managed 
by youth music specialists, Jonathan Upfold and Josh 
Robinson, are working on an exciting virtual choir project in 
which young singers are collaborating in the composition 
of an original song which they will perform on-line later 
in the year. They are also continuing to sing pieces on the 
theme of radiance and light (Here Comes the Sun, I Can 
See Clearly Now and others) and will also perform in the 
summer concert. 
The choirs look forward to the time when they can meet 
and sing together once more and perform in a post-
pandemic concert. In the meantime, they wish to thank 
administration and staff at The Maltings in Alton for their 
significant support enabling the Choir to sing live when 
government guidance has allowed. The Maltings have 
worked intelligently and with a consistently supportive 
and positive attitude throughout this time, collaborating 
with the Choir on risk assessments, operation of QR codes, 
spacing and temperature checks to allow the choir to 
sing together as safely as possible. Luminosa cares for its 
members and will continue to follow stringent guidelines 
when rehearsals can once more be live at The Maltings. 

Luminosa is one of Hampshire’s most 
vibrant choral groups. Sponsored and 
supported by Polestar, local pension 
& investment advisers, the Choir is 
keeping alive what is in danger of being 
lost through this difficult time. Always 
keen to hear from new members, there 
is a collective warm welcome waiting! 
Why not come and trial a rehearsal for 
free? For information about the work of 
the choir, its ethos and how to get in 
touch see: www.luminosamusic.com
Sue Greenhalgh, Publicity officer
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call:01420 561661

EMERGENCY CALL OUT24/7
www.altonpumps.com

We’ll keep you flowing
Pump Supply

Pump Servicing

Blocked Drains

Drain Repair

Septic Tank Empty*

Treatment Plant
Installation*

Does your tank comply with
the Septic Tank & Soakaway
regulation changes?
Call us today to discuss your
requirements.

TANK NEED EMPTYING?

BLOCKED DRAIN?
PUMP PROBLEMS?
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Right: Alton Buckle, 6/7th Century Anglo-Saxon
Found in Mount Pleasant, Alton
In the Curtis Museum collection

Sadly our two venues remain closed at the time of writing. 
But you can still access local Culture and History on our 
websites 
www.hampshireculture.org.uk/curtis-museum 
www.hampshireculture.org.uk/allen-gallery 
and on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/allengalleryHCT  
www.facebook.com/curtismuseum
There are many interesting photos of Old Alton as well 
information on items in the Collections, and if you have any 
queries - or perhaps recognise a scene – you can post a 
comment on Facebook or email me. I will be checking the 
emails every week and if you need us to provide some 
extra background, both I and Local Historian Jane Hurst will 
be glad to help.
We are hoping to re-open around Easter, at which time you 
will be able to visit the Allen Gallery Garden in all its Spring 
glory. To whet your appetite, so to speak, we include the 
view above, taken before all these lockdowns.
Cerian Gale, Manager
cerian.gale@hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk
01420 82802

Curtis Museum & Allen Gallery



28 Spring 2021 www.holybourne.comHolybourne
Neatham& Village Magazine

We have expanded to fulfil our customers needs

• Servicing
• Air conditioning servicing and re-gas
• Main dealer standard fault diagnostic equipment
• Brakes
• Cam-belts
• Tyres & wipers
• Exhausts
• Batteries

• Clutches
• All makes & models  undertaken
• Free courtesy car
• VW Kombi van specialist

01420 474541
www.brandautos.co.uk | enquiries@brandautos.co.uk

8 Kingsley Business Park, Kingsley, Hampshire, GU35 9LY

MMIIKKEE  GGAARRWWOOOODD  LLTTDD
IIsseekkii

  CCoommppaacctt  ttrraaccttoorrss
&&  DDiieesseell  EEnnggiinnee  MMoowweerrss

CCoolllleeccttiioonn  oorr  MMuullcchhiinngg  
ssyysstteemmss

SSTTIIHHLL
 CHAINS SAWS BLOWERS 
STRIMMERS  SHREDDERS
HEDGECUTTERS ELECTRIC 
BATTERY AND PETROL

CCAALLOORR  GGAASS
CCAASSTTEELL  aanndd  VVIIKKIINNGG  MMoowweerrss

SShheelllleeyyss  BBaarrnn      EEaasstt  WWoorrllddhhaamm    AAllttoonn    00114422008844445588

KKAAWWAASSAAKKII
 ATV’S & MULES

Battery Pruner
Up to 4 inch 
cut
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An amazing new ‘forest school’ for treloar’s
Treloar’s are delighted to have received an astounding 
£5,750 donation from Homes Estate Agents following 
a charity promotion which the local agent organised 
throughout the summer and autumn last year. 
A number of charities in the locality, including Treloar’s, 
were included in the initiative with Homes donating £250 
for each deal, where a property was launched to market 
between May and September, which then went on to 
successfully complete before year-end.
The donation from Homes, in the form of a huge cheque, 
was unveiled in a surprise presentation to Katherine 
Paddington, Primary School Teacher and some of her 
students. Katherine has been instrumental in spearheading 
a new ‘Forest School’ project which will be created 
within the grounds of Treloar’s and provide students with 
a stimulating outdoor learning area, comprising a host of 
sensory educational experiences. They were delighted 
at how much had been raised, as it now provides an 
immediate kick-start to begin the project. 
Treloar’s managed to capture this moment on video and 
you can watch for yourselves here:
Lucie Sim Davis, Corporate Fundraiser at Treloar’s said “We 
are so grateful to Homes Estate Agents for this donation and 
hugely thankful to their customers as well for making this 

Alan Titchmarsh launches “Walk for Treloar’s”
Join Alan Titchmarsh MBE VMH DL and Walk for Treloar’s this 
Easter whilst raising money to support our young people. 
Walk for Treloar’s is set to take place across the Easter 
weekend – Friday 2nd April to Monday 5th April - and will 
see those taking part getting their walking shoes on and 
completing a distance of either 4 miles or 8 miles, however, 
this could also be a chosen distance in your local area. 
Alan Titchmarsh, Treloar’s Patron, broadcaster, TV presenter, 
poet, novelist and gardener is proud to be launching this 
virtual event to raise much needed funds for the charity.
“You never walk alone when you walk for Treloar’s” says 
Alan, something we are delighted to agree with thanks to 
the generosity of local companies Fyffes, Newbury Building 
Society and ILS, who are kindly sponsoring this event.
To sign up, go to www.treloar.org.uk/walkfortreloars 
and pay your £5 registration fee. We also ask that those 
participating pledge to raise £50 to support us in raising 
funds during these difficult times. 
Once you have signed up, you’ll receive a digital event 
information pack from our fundraising team followed by 
your very own Walk for Treloar’s t-shirt to wear on your 
walk. Whatever distance you decide to do, please don’t 
forget to stay up to date with the latest Government advice.

Treloar School & College

With your support, we can help every single one of our 
young people have the opportunity to explore and achieve 
much more than they or their parents would ever have 
imagined possible.

possible.  This has given our funding efforts for the ‘Forest 
School’ initiative a massive boost. When completed this 
year, it will be hugely beneficial for our School students, 
allowing them to spend more time learning outdoors and 
improving their overall health and wellbeing. There can’t 
be many better ways for our students to combat the 
challenging Covid-19 times than this!”
Finally, Rob Barr, Director of Homes Estate Agents was 
equally enthusiastic, “We love supporting Treloar’s 
wherever we can and our entire team is hugely motivated 
to help out. It’s almost impossible to do justice to the 
tremendous work done at the School but it really shines 
through when you meet the students and experience their 
obvious enthusiasm and pleasure at being here. We are 
so pleased to support the ‘Forest School’ project,  as it’s 
going to be truly great extension to the learning resources 
at Treloar’s and let’s hope more funds can be raised to get 
it completed, as soon as possible.”
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Winter, when trees are dormant and not using water, 
rain falling on the ground can be absorbed into the soil, 
transported by gravity through cracks in bedrock where it 
enters and replenishes the ground water table. At certain 
points, where bedrock and the water table are exposed 
near the edge of a valley, water seeps from the ground as 
springs, cutting a gully as it travels downslope as a tributary 
stream and flows towards the river on the valley floor. This 
is ground water. Chalk steams are primarily supplied with 
groundwater from springs which arise all along the northern 
Wey valley from Alton to Holybourne. These are referred to 
as land springs or lavants in the writings of Gilbert White. 
Where the soil contains clay or marl, as does the lower chalk 
strata behind the village street, rain water cannot always 
soak into the ground but runs along the surface contributing 
to the water in streams but also flooding road surfaces and 
fields. This is surface runoff. Holybourne is subject to both 
ground water and surface runoff. 
On my Boxing Day walk down Neatham Mill Lane, 
approaching Haw Bridge I noticed a flood sign, but the 
lane was dry. However, the tributary from the fields above 
Neatham filled its channel and was flowing swiftly down 
across the riverside field to the Wey. In summer this channel 
is dry. The next day I decided to investigate Holybourne’s 
tributaries from the north side of the London Road. Walking 
into the village from Alton I went down Howards Lane 
to view Holybourne Pond, the source of The Bourne that 
flows between the gardens of Howards Lane and Church 

Lane before passing under the village street, along the 
grounds of The Lawn where it is ducted under the railway 
embankment to flow down slope along the eastern end of 
Mill Cottage Farm, thence under the footbridge to enter the 
Wey. This is the stream that gives its name to the village and 
the largest, but not the only, tributary.
Following along the village street from the top of Neatham 
Mill Lane is a house name ‘Old Stream Acres’ (labelled on 
map) with a reconstructed well in the front garden that 
lends a clue. No stream is shown above ground on the 
Explorer Ordnance Survey map as the stream appears to 
be culverted underground on both sides of the street. 
However, a tributary is shown on the map (labelled 
‘Bonham’s Drain’*) running through a wooded strip along 
the eastern edge of the ancient monument Roman fields off 
New Lane track coming towards Cuckoo’s Corner. I followed 
the line of trees with the stream hidden from view in a deep 
gully to the North-east corner of the second grassy field 
where a public footpath leads right and over a footbridge 
offering good views of the tributary with its flint gravel bed 
both downstream through the trees and upstream where it 
bends left to the base of an arable cereal field  The footpath 

Our River

 Above: Surface runoff at Neatham flows toward Wey at 
Haw Bridge

 Top right: Flood water at Neatham Mill Lane near Haw Bridge
 Lower right: Map showing the local water courses
  (Free mapping www.openstreetmap.org)
*Not a known official name for tributary

continued on page 32...
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goes on to the other side of the wooded strip. Entering the 
field, I saw surface water lying and draining into a narrow 
gully that formed the headwater of the tributary. Here the 
marly lower strata of chalk outcrop, impeding the drainage 
and bringing ground and surface runoff water combined 
to form a stream. I then backtracked to the London Road 
downhill, past a terrace of white cottages set back from the 
road, then a terrace of three aligned with the pavement and 
a new house. Here I heard the noise of running water and 
there in a narrow ditch between two properties was our 
stream which was then culverted under the road. Crossing 
to Compton Close the stream was not visible so was clearly 
ducted underground through the close, under the railway 
embankment and probably to the river. It was not shown 
on the map as being above ground, but in earlier times 
would have drained into the feeder channel to water 
meadows along the river as described in an earlier issue of 
this magazine (p31 map has an added dashed black line 
as conjecture for route of the culverted section based on 
the formerly open channel shown on old 25in map, Ed).

Continuing along the street, under the road bridge carrying 
the A31, and almost down to Haw Bridge, another gully 
was gushing water into a road drain, presumably from 
a spring in the field above. At Haw Bridge the Wey was 
murky and bank full (to use geographer’s terminology) but 
there was a good view of the tributary stream from the 
fields above Neatham but also a wide swathe of water 
coming under a field gate of surface runoff from fields 
on the malmstone that tends to get puddled after heavy 
downpours impeding its drainage. Crossing the bridge to 
the foot of Neatham Mill Lane the road was under water, 
the result of Storm Bella that gave high winds and heavy rain 
overnight.  The water was too deep to be navigable in my 
walking boots, so it was backtracking along the street. On 
leaving the village I encountered six primroses in bloom on 
a sunny bank and a week before 2021. 
As villagers are so often aware, from contributions of 
photos of flooding, Holybourne is subject to both ground 
water and surface runoff flooding, all due to rainfall, the 
nature of the geology and topography.
June Chatfield

Our River, Continued
Rainbow over Holybourne Down

Source of the tributary
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The Church building is closed! But…
The Church is very much alive!
In March last year as Boris Johnson announced we were 
going into lock-down my heart sank. Having arrived in 
Holybourne less that nine months earlier I had so many 
plans, hopes and dreams for our lovely village church, 
its faithful congregation and this wonderful community 
of Holybourne. But…little did I know just how amazingly 
adaptive people can be when the challenges of a 
worldwide pandemic strike!  
The last twelve months have subsequently been a time of 
learning new skills and ways to communicate and grasping 
unexpected opportunities. Here is a flavour of some of the 
different activities that have emerged…      

• Everyday: Morning Prayer (9am) 
and Night Prayer (8pm) on 
Facebook Live. I’ve been amazed 
at how many people consistently 
tune in including folk from 
Canada, India and other parts of 
the world!

• Sunday Worship - pre-recorded on YouTube. There 
are consistently over 100 who watch this.

Plus…
• Saturday Prayers (10am) on Zoom 
• Thursday Afternoon Tea (4pm) on Zoom
• Midweek Encouragement - once a week on YouTube
• Sunday Fortnightly Informal Evening Service (6pm) on 

Zoom
• Sunday Church@4 fortnightly (4pm) on Zoom
• Collective Worship for schools – on YouTube
• An Alpha course on Zoom
• A Prayer course on Zoom

You would be most welcome to join us for some or all 
of these online services and activities.  Do contact me 
as below or take a look on the Parish of the Resurrection 
website https://potr-alton.co.uk/
Of course, funerals continue. It is always a huge privilege to 
come alongside those going through the tragedy of losing 
a loved one. Weddings have reduced in number but we’ve 
still had the joy of some amazingly intimate weddings 
including the wonderful marriage of Ali and Kevin Harris so 
beautifully shared through the last edition of this magazine. 
Let me share one highlight that’s been taking place over 
the last few weeks. We’ve been running an Alpha course, 
which is a simple introduction to the Christian faith. We’ve 
run two of these since I moved to this Parish. However, the 
most recent had to take place via Zoom. I really wasn’t sure 
whether it would work. How wrong I was! To give you a 
flavour, here are some thoughts from a Holybourne resident 
who came on this latest online version...

Church News

“Initially I was hesitant about attending an Alpha course as 
I wasn’t sure what would be expected of me. Having now 
finished the recent Alpha course I can assure anyone else 
who is hesitating please don’t it is a truly joyful, friendly, 
informative and rewarding experience. For those who 
don’t know Alpha provides a safe and welcoming space 
in which believers and non-believers can explore the 
Christian faith.
The session begins, after a quick ice breaker, with a short 
film on a particular issue such as “Why are we here?” 
or “Who is the Holy Spirit?” We then breakout into small 
groups where we are encouraged to discuss and ask any 
questions we have around any of the issues raised in the 
film. A particularly inspiring feature included in each film 
is a testimonial from an individual whose life had been 
transformed through coming to know Jesus and letting 
Him into their life. I found these testimonies to be both 
humbling and encouraging to hear.
Everyone’s Christian journey moves at its own pace 
and wherever you are in your journey Alpha is there to 
help you move further along that road. It has certainly 
strengthened and allowed me to keep in touch with my 
faith and make new friends along the way. I certainly 
won’t be hesitating in recommending Alpha to others. For 
some of the participants on our course this wasn’t their 
first Alpha and I hope it won’t be the last for me.”

So, here’s my challenge to all you lovely folk in Holybourne. 
We’re running another Alpha course on-line beginning on 
the evening of Wednesday, 5th May. Why not give it a go? 
It is totally free, lasts about 90 minutes and you might just 
enjoy it. If you’d like to book a space or find out more give 
me a call or send me an e-mail. 
Before that, of course, we will be celebrating Easter and 
marking the day when Jesus rose from the dead three days 
after dying on the cross.  It is the most important of all the 
Christian festivals.   We don’t know yet whether we will be 
able to celebrate in the actual church building as it will 
depend on the restrictions at the time, but be sure that we 
will be marking the occasion somehow and not just with 
chocolate eggs! 
With love and prayers
Rev Gordon   07572 000491 gordon.randall@sky.com 
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A J Robinson
Painting and Decorating

Interior/exterior painting and decorating service

Contact Allan on - Tel: 01420 89519 Mob: 07860232233

Email: ajrdecorating@aol.co.uk

Est 1989

www.philipcowdreyplumbingheating.co.uk
Tel/Fax: 01420 89937
Mobile: 07702 192152
Email: pcowdreyphs@gmail.com

LPG
Registered

BUILDING & PLUMBING

David C. Andrews
Building & Plumbing

Established 1967
Employing indentured and certifi ed
tradesmen able to carry out all 
aspects of their respective trades.
No job too small or too big.
Commercial, Industrial,
Domestic.

01420 84454
david.c.andrews67@gmail.com

Solar Power
Installation
Specialist

All electrical
installations
carried out

07774 479570

www.hankinelectrical.co.uk

01420 80935

Part P Compliant

andy.hankin@outlook.com

YOUR LOCAL
PEST CONTROL
EXPERTS

tcpestcontrol@tcpestcontrol.co.uktcpestcontrol.co.uk

Totalcare
pest control

0800 468 1404

We also have a full pest bird proofing and 
fouling clearance service

TotalCare is part of the Cleankill family

Wasps
Rats
Mice
Cockroaches
Moles

Flies
Ants
Fleas
Squirrels
Pigeons

Same day sevice and free onsite advice

pest control
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Focus on the positive
We will start where we left off. The Mill Cottage Team along 
with Rev Gordon & Ruth, Tamsin, Dixie & Mallory, Erin, Beatrix 
& Asa completed tours of the whole village at Christmas 
with our donkeys. It was a real delight to see all the smiling 
faces. We are in the early stages of thinking about doing 
something similar at Easter, so watch this space.
Our new donkey shelter has been so useful – the donkeys 
have somewhere warm and dry with hard standing all year 
around. Added to this, we have just started lambing and 
so the other half is full of lamb pens. It is so much more 
convenient for us. It has been somewhat frustrating (to say 
the least) to have our Mobile Educational Farm work trickle 
into the diary only to be postponed, but we hope to share 
the joy of springtime and lambing through our Facebook 
page and with walkers along the footpath.
We have continued to see many people taking advantage of 
the wonderful walks around the village – we are so blessed 
to live in such a beautiful area with such a community 
spirit. When John at Cuckoos Corner offered several loads 
of free woodchip from the trees he was having ‘pruned’ 
we gratefully accepted. There was so much left after we 
had remade the veggie patch and chicken run paths, we 
saw the path to Mill Lane needed a helping hand. Shifting 
barrowloads of woodchip certainly kept us fit and warm 
and it will make everyone’s life easier not having to wade 
through mud!

We know some people have found Lockdown 3 harder, 
but for us it has felt more normal. The first couple of months 
in any year are quieter anyway with animal numbers at their 
lowest and very few Mobile Farm visits, so Tom falls back 
on his accountancy work for the tax deadline. This year, 
it looks like we may have no Mobile Farm work until after 
Easter but can only hope the Summer Term is a bumper 
one! There must be a limit as to how long the government 
will continue handing out payments to businesses which 
cannot operate due to the restrictions and to staff who 
cannot work?
One positive that has come out of the past year is the surge 
in popularity of local foods and self-sufficiency. We have 
heard that many people are now growing a few of their 
own vegetables and sourcing locally produced foods 
at the village shop. For our part, we have been drinking 
raw goat’s milk and making goat’s cheese and yogurt for 
much of 2020. The nanny is now expecting kids again this 
spring so we have stopped milking her, and had hoped to 
be able to get milk from the Pies Farm vending machine, 
Four Marks – we have heard such amazing things about it. 
However, we are currently sticking to our ‘reducing plastic’ 
drive and have gone back to home delivery in glass bottles 
by Milk & More.
Let’s hope we get back to ‘normal’ – whatever that may 
be – soon!
Sarah & Tom Main

Mill Cottage Farm
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Setting up a business during the pandemic may seem 
like an unwise thing to do, unless you specialise in PPE! 
However, horrified by the way the corporate company I 
worked for (and loved for many years) treated their staff 
and customers during this pandemic, setting up my own 
business soon became more than just a way out, it became 
a matter of principle!
When the world turns upside down you suddenly realise 
that a comfortable and secure job isn’t as secure or as 
comfortable as you had of thought….or had hoped.  So 
mid-way through 2020, I started my mission with my long 
term colleague, and personal friend, Louise Gibbs - one 
of the hardest working humans I know, to set up our own 
Lettings business. Having worked in the property and 
lettings industry since the early 2000s, there is not a lot we 
don’t know or haven’t come up against over the years, so it 
certainly made sense to take this next step.
Quitting a job you love during a pandemic has felt like 
walking off a cliff edge. It has been one of the scariest things 
we have done, and I have wondered on many occasions 
whether we were doing the right thing.  Taking that step 
over the cliff edge is the hardest part, and I would say 
to anyone considering a change or a new venture to ‘just 
start’. We are amazed at the support we have received from 
colleagues, friends and family as well as all our wonderful 
customers who believe in us. We can’t wait to see what the 
rest of 2021 brings!
If anyone would like advice on lettings, whether you are a 
tenant or a landlord, or, considering a buy to let purchase 
locally please do get in touch on 01252 265303 or visit 
www.lklettingsco.com
Katie Jones

Setting up a business
during a pandemic!!

Katie Louise 

Call now on 07748 865844
Holmes for Homes

NEED AN ELECTRICIAN
OR A HANDYMAN ?

We pride ourselves on delivering
a friendly, professional and quality

service at competitive prices.

www.holmesforhomes.co.uk

From additional Sockets and Downlights,
new Consumer Units to complete Rewires.

Painting and Decorating to putting up
TV Brackets, Mirrors and Blinds.

No job too big or too small

Looking  
for advice  
on lettings?

Whether you are a landlord, a tenant or considering 
investing in property.

We offer a professional, high-quality and comprehensive  
in-house service, dedicated specifically to the lettings 
industry. With over 30 years property experience, we 
understand that high standards and full transparency  
are the key to success.

www.lklettingsco.com

01252 265303

office@lklettingsco.com

@lklettingsco
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I don’t think any of us would have thought what has 
happened in the last 12 months has happened, when we 
talked about the weather being too good in the summer 
edition of the magazine. COVID-19 has had a massive 
impact on all our lives in some way or other in the last 12 
months. Let me wish everyone that is reading this article 
well and truly hope that you and your families are safe and 
healthy in these tricky times. 
To be truly honest, the cricket 
season of 2020 was devastated as 
a result of COVID-19 with only a handful of 
games being played through the summer for 
the adult teams and no cricket whatsoever 
for the junior section of the club. Having had 
such a successful summer in 2019 when 
the 1st XI consolidated their position in the 
division after being promoted in 2018 and 
the 2nd XI securing promotion at the 
end of the 2019 season, hopes 
were high for a great 2020. 
Not only that but it was to 
be celebratory for the club 
as we had reached our 
25th Anniversary from when 
we were established in 1995. 
Although not a lot of cricket 
was played last summer, 
there was still an enormous 
amount of work that was put 
into the clubhouse, the ground 
and the wicket. A huge thanks to Patrick Garlick, Rob Milner 
and a number of the senior members of the club for pulling 
together and preparing the ground and wickets for the 
cricket that was played. Well done team as an enormous 
amount of work goes into getting us ready for cricket that 
doesn’t get seen or recognised.
2020 has also been a year of change for the club with both 
Peter Robinson, Jill Robinson and Micky Roberts taking a 
step back from official duties. Peter (Club Chairman), Jill 
(Various Roles, latterly Club Welfare Officer) and Micky 
(Various Roles, latterly Club Captain) have given endless 
time, energy, commitment and their organisational skills to 
the club since we were first founded. They all have life 
plans that mean they cannot commit the time that they 
once could, and although they will still be around the club 
(spending their money at the bar hopefully!), they will not 
be there in any official capacity. Words are never enough 
for these 3 people and what they have done for the cricket holybourne_cricket_club

www.holybourne.play-cricket.com @HolybourneCC

Holybourne CC

club but THANK YOU all so much for everything you have 
done. You have been amazing in every capacity for the 
cricket club and will be sorely missed from the running of 
the club, but hopefully NOT strangers on a Friday night or a 
Saturday during the summer.  
With the vaccination programme truly accelerating at the 
time of writing (Feb 2021) the cricket club can really start 
planning for the summer season with some hope and build 
back the momentum in participation numbers and success 

that we were having pre COVID. The 2021 summer will 
start in earnest as always on Friday nights, when colts 
training (under 9s to Under 15s) will start from 6pm. 

The first session is planned for the one of the first 
Fridays after Easter. 
More details will follow 

in the coming weeks as we 
are being led by the government 

on when we can open safely. Please 
follow us on social media and news locally 

to find out the exact date. Clearly this is all COVID 
permitting and we will at all times being 
abiding by government guidelines. Please 
bring your children down to have a go at 
the sport if they haven’t tried it before, or to 
back to the sport that was missed massively 

through 2020. We have an experienced and 
great set of coaches that will ensure the sport is 
enjoyed by all. Alternatively, just come down for 

a drink, enjoy the atmosphere and the weather 
(hopefully?) in the (probably) best beer 

garden in North Hampshire. 
We are clearly now looking in the local community for a 
new Chair of the committee as Peter has stepped down. 
Anyone know of anyone or would like to be considered 
then please get in touch. We are also looking for more 
parent volunteers to help with the bar, with the general 
organisation or even to play if you fancy it. We have sides 
that play across all ages of junior cricket, including a girls 
side that was thriving in 2019 as well as two senior sides 
that play in the Hampshire leagues – please come along 
and help your local cricket club – we need you!! 
Follow us on Instagram, Twitter and Facebook to also find 
out about our social calendar for 2021 when we hope to 
be able to celebrate our 25th year properly with friends. 
Andy Maddock (President) and the Committee

Holybourne Cricket ClubHolybourne Cricket Club
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HOLYBOURNE 

Red Sunflower 
Competition 

Rules: none! 
Prizes awarded for the tallest and best looking plants - the judges' decision is final! 

Value of prizes will depend on number of entries 
Seeds lOp each, maximum of 10 per household. 
Please add your details to the entry list attached. 

Cultivation Advice: 
Sunflower Red Sun produces an abundance of 3 to 4 inch Deep Red flowers with intense black centres on strongly branched 
plants growing to 6ft with an 1 8in spread. 

Days To Germination: 14-21 days 
Ideal Soil Temp. for germination: 68 - 86°F or 20 - 30°C 
Planting Depth: ¼in or 6mm 
Spacing, Seed: 4 - 6in or 10 - 15cm 
Seeds can be started indoors 3 to 4 weeks before last spring frost. 

Spacing, Plant: 24 - 36in or 60 - 90cm 
Plant Height: 5-6ft or getting towards 2m ! 
Light: Full Sun 

Or direct-sow seeds outside after all danger of frost has passed to a depth of 1/4 inch. Can be sown as late as 100 days before 
last frost. When seedlings are 2 to 3 inches high, thin to individual pots. Replant thinned plants. Protect from snails and slugs 
whilst young. Steadily harden off before planting out after all danger of frost has passed. May require staking/ support in 
exposed positions. 

Any questions - please contact Ysanne Legg: 01420 89418 or i8spys@gmail.com or via Facebook
Sponsored by Garthowen Garden Centre, Four Marks 
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Bathroom 
Design 

Board 
Cutting 

Free 
Parking 

Delivery 
Service 

Expert 
Advice 

Lift to 1st 
Floor 

Timber | Building Materials | Paving | Fencing | Bathrooms 
 Hand Tools | Ironmongery | Decorating | Doors & Windows 

Waterbrook Road, ALTON, GU34 2UD | 01420 571234 

Trade & 
Public 

Welcome 

Order 
by phone, 

web, or 
call in! 
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www.ideal-for-bathrooms.co.uk

High-Quality Printing

Your partner in design

01252 314765 / 01252 330683

High-Quality Design

Parish & Church Magazines . Magazines . Newsletters
Brochures . Leaflets . Calendars . Postcards
Greeting Cards . Stationery . Banners . & More

Graphic Design . Page Layouts
Photo Editing . Text Editing
Content Management

Please get in touch if you would like us
to help you to make your newsletter or
magazine make its mark.

info@imprintcolour.co.uk www.imprintcolour.co.uk

01420 594644 info@sl-design.co.uk www.sl-design.co.uk

Imprint Colour Limited,
Unit 3 Pegasus Court, North Lane,
Aldershot, Hampshire. GU12 4QP

Stephen Lewis Design Consultancy, 4 Archery Rise, Alton, Hampshire. GU34 1PG

A High-Quality
Partnership


