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The Shop
We stock an incredible selection of the best rated 

craft beers from around the world but if beers aren’t 

your thing then maybe our selection of artisan Gins, 

Rums, Vodkas, Whiskeys and more can tempt you.

Opening times

Mon - Fri  9am-5pm • Sat  10am-2pm

3.8% A.B.V.
BEST BITTER

alto nomine

4.2% A.B.V.
BEST BITTER

 
  triple�fbrewery

  @triple�fbrewer

  triple�fbrewery

triplefff.com
01420 561422  |  sales@triple�f.com

3 Magpie Works, Station Approach,  

Four Marks, Hampshire, GU34 5HN

Contact Town & Country today.

Town & Country is a trading style of T & C Cars Limited and is a credit broker not a lender.

Model shown: Vitara 1.4 Boosterjet SZ5 manual including dual tone paint (£800) available at £23,299 on the road. Fuel economy and CO2**
results for the Vitara 2019 range Mpg (l/100km): Combined from 44.8 (6.3) to 52.3 (5.3). **CO2 emissions: 143g/km to 121g/km. The fuel
consumption you achieve in real life conditions and CO2 produced will depend upon a number of factors including the accessories fitted
(post-registration), variations in weather, driving styles and vehicle load. **There is a new test used for fuel consumption and CO2 figures.
The CO2 figures shown however, is based on the outgoing test cycle and will be used to calculate vehicle tax on first registration. Only
compare fuel consumption and CO2 figures with other cars tested to the same technical standard.

*0% APR and No Deposit available on all Vitara models. Hire Purchase product available on 0% APR over 24-36 months. Personal Contract
Purchase product available on 0% APR over 25-37 months. Offer is available from participating Authorised Suzuki Dealers only. Offer cannot be
used in conjunction with any other offer unless otherwise stated. Credit is available to UK residents aged 18 years or over, subject to status, from
Suzuki Finance, a trading style of Suzuki Financial Services Ltd, St. William House, Tresillian Terrace, Cardiff, CF10 5BH. This offer is subject to
availability and Suzuki Financial Services Ltd reserves the right to withdraw or amend this offer without notice or prior warning. Suzuki Financial
Services Ltd, part of Lloyds Banking Group. Offer correct at the time of being published. Excludes Channel Islands and Isle of Man.

Request a test drive today

Town & Country Cars
165 London Road, Holybourne, Alton, GU34 4HA, 01420 82288

cars.suzuki.co.uk/dealers/town-country-cars-alton

ROBERT MOODIE 
at Clare Laughland Interiors 

Master Upholsterer 
since 1973 

 
Is your sofa or perhaps your favourite chair 
In need of a little loving care? 
Don’t push it aside or take to the ‘tip’ 
Just give us a ring and we’ll mend it 

Loose covers or fitted, or down to the frame 
We will restore it, elaborate or plain 
Fabrics and braids for us to enhance 
Our craftsmanship’s shown if given the chance 

Specialists in reupholstery of antique 
and contemporary furniture 

 
Workshop: The Old Milking Parlour, Mellow Farm, 

Dockenfield, Surrey, GU10 4HH 
robertmoodie@clarelaughland.co.uk 
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By Christmas I will have been editing the village magazine 
for three years and while happy to continue for now, I feel 
it isn’t sensible to go on for too long. As a voluntary role, it’s 
hugely stimulating and requires two or three days of work, 
three times a year, to put the magazine together. Do we 
have any budding journalists or editors out there? Would 
anyone like to work with me for a few issues before taking 
over? Please do get in touch if you feel you might like to 
have a go. The job requires no involvement in advertising or 
layout which are handled by a wonderful team.
I talked about Covid fatigue in the last issue, but I wonder 
how enduring the changes that have been forced on us 
during the pandemic will be. In my naivety, I imagined 
that people would love working from home. While this is 
true for some, lots want to go back to their normal working 
environments - they miss the camaraderie and interaction. 
We all loved to see Carbon emissions tumble but can this 
be sustained? Do we, should we, care as a community?  
We have no “Our House” in this issue - please give it 
some thought for another time. Similarly, do you have any 
nominations for future Holybourne Heroes? I am certain 
there are people in the village who work for the benefit of 
others but who never get any recognition. Any thoughts?
I am extremely grateful once again to everyone who has 
contributed to this edition and particularly to those who 
are first time writers. The honesty with which people share 
their ideas is humbling to me as Editor and I welcome 
submissions from anyone who feels they have something 
to say. We are bipartisan (no politics), but do feel you can 
share your hopes and aspirations.
Finally if you do manage to have a holiday this year, enjoy 
it in whatever form it takes. If you can’t get away, you might 
like to simply enjoy our village life. Thomas Gray extols 
the virtue of such tranquillity in his sublime poem “Elegy 
written in a country church yard”.
The curfew tolls the knell of parting day,
 The lowing herd wind slowly o’er the lea,
The plowman homeward plods his weary way,

 And leaves the world to darkness and to me.

Perhaps sometimes, despite Covid, despite everything we 
might remind ourselves how lucky we are.
Huge thanks to the production team and to all our readers, 
let the sun shine on you.
Jerry Janes, Editor   jerrymjj@outlook.com
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My Life As A Smallholder
I blame my ex-husband.  He started it all by giving my Mum 
a couple of chickens to keep in the garden for eggs when 
my parents moved to a property with paddocks. This then 
grew into a large flock of chickens of different rare breeds.  
A couple of pesky Pigmy goats then joined the tribe and 
were soon replaced by sheep. It was at that point where 
it became clear, that this over-sized hobby of Mum’s had 
become a small holding. 
For more than 30 years, Mum, now in her mid-80s, has 
managed the smallholding on a day-to-day basis and over 
the past ten plus years I’ve co-managed it with her part-
time.  The sheep have become the mainstay of our lives as 
shepherdesses, whilst the chickens are more manageable 
for Mum to look after by herself.
The flock of chickens now counts at around forty, and we 
have standard and bantam sized birds, about four or five 
different breeds, only some of which are used for showing 
locally and nationally. 
Currently we have around 20 adult sheep including four 
retired ewes, one young ram used for stud (Tufty) and one 
wether (neutered ram) used for company.  Over recent 
years we have decreased the size of the flock, breeding 
from less ewes and retiring others, to make managing it all 
a bit easier.
We only bred from seven black ewes this year, which 
resulted in two single lambs, three sets of twins and two 
sets of triplets.  Mum is well practiced in dealing with 
prolonged or difficult births, with me in attendance taking 
direction.  Having a small holding and livestock means 
you are usually covered in mud, have hay seeds in your 
hair, you’re out in all weathers, and any plans you have for 
the day can be changed in an instant.  We are licensed 
to transport animals as well as being advocates for animal 
welfare and we ensure we keep ourselves up to date with 
information, rules, regulations and advice issued by DEFRA 
for sheep and birds.
We have busier times in the year, like lambing season, 
shearing, trimming the sheep’s feet and tails, worming and 
fly-strike spraying, administering medications or preparing 
them for shows. These tasks normally take three of us to do, 

Jan & Mum Maggie folding & rolling the fleece to 
place in the bags

Our two breeds: Black Welsh Mountain (with lambs) & 
Torddu Badger Face Welsh Mountain 

so my younger sister comes to help.  Alongside this we 
have indispensable trusted helpers who have been with 
us long term and who help to maintain the property and 
the land, muck out the stables, fix fences, chop up fallen 
trees, etc.
Welsh Border Collies have also been a tradition for our family.  
Ironically, even though all our collies come from pedigree/
working stock, we’ve never used them for herding because 
it takes a lot of training and practice to bring a dog up to 
trial standard.  However, I have set myself a goal to try and 
do this with my bitch Gwenllian (Gwen) when she’s of the 
age to do the training.  Hopefully then, Mum and I won’t 
have to run around six-acre fields trying to corral wayward 
sheep into the hurdles for inspection anymore.
As an animal psychic and healer, I work a lot with animals 
of all types, but I have a particular affinity with our rams - 
I’m known as the ram whisperer within the family.  They are 
quite belligerent and can knock you over and break your 
bones if they feel threatened in any way. Certainly.  Having 
built up a relationship with all the rams we’ve had over 
the years, I can sit on the ground and pet them, they will 
gently nudge me with their heads & horns if they’re not 
getting enough attention from me, but we would never 
recommend anyone else to approach or get that close to 
them.
One of the incredibly difficult aspects of having sheep 
in fields is experiencing the actions and the aftermath of 
irresponsible dog owners who don’t have control over 
their dogs and who allow dog to chase the sheep or attack 
them. We have signs on all our gates stating it is a crime for 
dogs to be allowed to worry livestock and we ask for all 
dogs to be kept on the lead whilst in the fields.  Legally, the 
owner of the livestock can shoot any dog that is worrying 
livestock.  We don’t hold gun licenses and wouldn’t want 
to, but we always hope that dog walkers are mindful of the 
damage that can be done caused by their beloved pets 
when they’re not on the lead.
There are also the joyful times, like watching the new lambs 
gambolling around a paddock, their little tails wagging, 
or them sleeping on top of their mothers’ backs and the 
occasional win at a show where we come higher than 4th 
or 5th in the ranking!
Jan Morgan - Fircones Flock, Hampshire
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This year the HVA AGM will be held on 
Tuesday 12th October hopefully in the village 
hall and in person! Last year’s virtual meeting 
achieved the necessary, but it was just not the 

same. Even Zoom hasn’t mastered how to pass 
round a glass of wine after the meeting yet. Hopefully as 
many of you as possible will attend and help plan for the 
year ahead.
This will be my last meeting as Chairman, as now that I have 
reached my three score and ten years, you need a younger, 
more dynamic person, and someone more in tune with the 
needs of the village. It has been a great privilege to lead 
the HVA, an enjoyable and rewarding experience, and I 
have been supported by some wonderful, dedicated, and 
tireless people who always have the best interests of the 
community at heart.
It is often said that if you need anything doing, ask a busy 
person! That is so true, as many of our group multitask in 
many different ways. There is a limit to this, however, and of 
course, many hands make light work, (that’s enough of the 
homilies for now), so new members of the committee are 
always needed. Please consider coming and helping out, 
everyone has something to offer and has their own skills 
that can be put to good use.
There is a wide range of subjects that need addressing, 
such as planning applications, traffic issues, village events, 
environmental matters and a thousand and one other things. 
HVA punches well above its weight compared to other 
similar organisations, and we have the ear of our Councillors, 
who all attend regularly and give us great support.  Apart 
from anything else it is a good way of getting to know 
people from all parts of the village and, no doubt, we will 
be resuming our post meeting visits to the pub soon! Come 
on, you know you want to, really! Why not put your name 
forward, and volunteer to join the committee at the AGM.
Hopefully we will be able to run all our events this year, 
starting with a village picnic on 25th July. Please watch out 
on our website www.holybourne.com or facebook page 
for details. Fireworks ordered last year and held over are 
ready to go for our bonfire event, and our Remembrance 
parade should be able to welcome unlimited numbers 
this year. Finally, lets look forward to singing carols round 
the Christmas tree with our friends and neighbours in 
December. Do you remember singing? That thing that you 
have only been allowed to do on your own in the shower! 
Let’s enjoy the good times again.
Best wishes to you all and take care.
David Houghton chairman@holybourne.com

As we gradually return to some 
sort of normal and with more 
events beginning to happen, I 
wanted to draw your attention 
to the village website.
At the beginning of last year, 
thanks to a council grant and 
with help from Carl Saunders 
(pinkfish.co.uk) and Jill 
Gravestock, I revamped the 
village website. I felt the village 

residents needed one place where they could find out 
more about the organisations in the village, the schools and 
facilities, where they could look at events happening, find 
out which day was bin day, research the history, catch up 
with local news, read the HVA news and minutes… Since 
then, following further suggestions, I have added a news 
archive, planning application section and the Holybourne 
magazine can be read on the site now.
I update it weekly so content should always be current. If 
you wish to add an event or have any further suggestions 
on how it can be improved, please contact me.
Kate Carmichael, secretary@holybourne.com

Holybourne
Village
Association

Village website
holybourne.com
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Books Beat Boredom!
Looking for something to do while at home?
We would love you to listen to children read 
or read to them while they’re not at school.

Introduce your favourite book to the younger 
generation; let them introduce you to one of 
their favourite books or pick an entirely new 
book – all that we ask is the book chosen is 
age appropriate.  Children would benefit from 
the reading routine while not at school and 
it will hopefully provide some much needed 
entertainment and company for people at 
home.  All interaction will take place remotely 
on whatever technology is available for both 
listener and reader.
Holybourne & Neatham children will 

be matched with local 
residents.  If you are 
interested   in finding 
out more (whether 
parent of child or 

resident), please contact                                     
Tessa Laughton:  

tessa.laughton@gmail.com

We are a small group of  mature
carers who can provide care in the

privacy of  your own home.

Assistance with personal care
Continence care

Arranging appointments
Meal preparation, shopping

Light housework
Daytime sitting service

Overnight stays

We are all insured and work
independently but still work together

as a team so we can provide cover
for any holidays or sickness.

References available
Tel: Carol 07753 178468

Email: c.may981@btinternet.com

CAN'T YOU DO
ANYTHING RIGHT ?

HOME COMPUTER SUPPORT & TUITION
" My PC Home Help ! "

Friendly, Professional Support for
Windows PC, Apple Computers, iPads etc.

visit: www.myPChomehelp.co.uk

Computer Repairs, Virus Removal & Upgrades
Broadband Wired/Wireless Solutions & Setup
One To One Home Tuition for all Abilities
Smart TVs and other Home Technology

I Supply, Install & Support PCs, iMacs & iPads

Call RICHARD SIERS on Bentley (01420) 22844
enquiries@myPChomehelp.co.uk

Free quotation and
consultation
Fully qualified and
insured
References available

Specialists in Ponds,
Water Features, Paving
and Timberwork

For all your
hard and soft
landscaping needs

Tel: 01730 601931
Mob: 07795 615526

thrivelandscapes@aol.com
www.thrivelandscapes.org



7www.holybourne.com Summer 2021 Holybourne
Neatham& Village Magazine

A Parent’s Perspective
There are so many things that go through your mind before 
dropping your child off at pre-school for the first time. Will 
my child like it there? Will they make friends? Will they like 
the staff? Will they learn things and have fun?
Thankfully, the answer to all of these questions was yes. 
Both of my daughters loved (and are loving) their time at 
Holybourne Village pre-school; my eldest starting in 2017 
and my youngest last Autumn. Having had such a great 
experience previously, I knew my youngest would really 
enjoy herself; so when she started, any concerns I had 
were completely different and entirely Covid related.
As a first-time parent, drop offs were particularly emotional; 
being my daughter’s first time away from family and 
socialising with other children on a regular basis. Thankfully 
the staff were so friendly and welcoming, they comforted 
my daughter and soon she was running through the door, 
forgetting to even say bye! 
When my youngest joined, there was the added 
complication of Covid, which delayed her start. Things were 
obviously different this time round; making you question 
whether they would be safe, whether the children would 
be able to play together (or even how much of an impact 

lockdown would have had on them!) and if pre-school 
would feel ‘normal’ and be like how it was before. Again, 
any worries were soon cast aside, as new Covid friendly 
measures were put in place, including socially-distanced 
drop offs and pickups, wearing masks and regular hand 
washing. The children played together just like before. My 
daughter was equally as happy as my eldest was in pre-
Covid times, and has made best friends, who she will be 
starting school with in September. 
Having been a trustee on the pre-school committee and PR 
officer for the past four years, I think I will miss pre-school 
just as much as my daughter, when she leaves this summer 
but I know future children will have the best time there! In 
fact, my eldest, who’s about to go into year 3, still asks if 
she can go back to pre-school, see the teachers and play!
If you would like more information about the pre-school, 
or to reserve a place, please contact Sue Husbands on 
07748824942 or email holybournevillagepreschool@
yahoo.co.uk 
You can also find out more via the Holybourne Village Pre-
School Facebook page.
Kate Gee

Holybourne Village Pre-School

We all enjoyed a nature walk in the wilderness!! Collecting 
some early autumn leaves in 2020
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ROOKERY
BARNS LTD

Complete your country home...

Quality, Style and Service since 1998
tel: 01420 488870 | www.rookerybarns.com

As your local barn specialist, we have designed and 
constructed over 900 oak barn-style buildings in the last 20 
years. We offer to take care of every stage of your project:     

� Designing your barn
� Securing planning approval if required
� Groundworks and landscaping
� Barn construction and erection
� Roofing, electrics and internal fit-out
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Towards the end of 2020, I 
was finishing an exercise class 
when there was an appeal for 
anyone willing to help with the 
Covid vaccination programme.  
After spending a good few 
hours doing on-line classes and 
completing myriad forms, both 

my wife, Lynn, and I turned up for work at the vaccination 
centre in Chineham, Basingstoke.
The initial process - designed I guess by someone young 
and immersed in current technology - relied on sending 
out texts with ‘clickable’ links to book an appointment.
Problem 1. A lot of the first target group do not have 
mobiles or, specifically, smartphones.
Problem 2. Many of the early target groups are daunted 
by use of the technology and, not surprisingly, were also 
sceptical of a text arriving asking them to click on a link.  
Scams anyone?
Problem 3. Many people do not keep their details up to 
date with their GP, therefore the recorded numbers were 
not valid
So our initial role was to back up that process by calling 
people on land lines - if the surgery could find one.  If 
calls failed, the process reverted to the surgery for letters 
to be sent out.  After a few weeks, a dial in number to 
the call centre was instigated and further messages went 
out inviting patients to call in to make an appointment.  
Aaarghhhh!!  We were totally inundated and many people 
had to sit in a call queue for very long periods.  Apologies 
if you were one of those but we were working as fast as 
we could.
We talked with hundreds (probably thousands by now) 
of very nice people.  The great majority were grateful for 
the vaccinations being available despite, in some cases, 
the issue of getting from Alton to Basingstoke.  There 
were obviously those who could not make the trip being 
housebound or with no access to transport from family 
or friends but largely everyone did their utmost to get 
there.  Of course, it was to ultimately benefit them but the 
challenges must have appeared insurmountable to a small 
few.
Time moved on.  The challenges became different.
A typical call:  
Hi, Can I book an appointment for a vaccination please?  
Yes, of course.  The first appointment I can offer is two 
weeks on Tuesday.  Oh, I was hoping for next Monday.  
Sorry, the first is two weeks on Tuesday.  Don’t you have 
anything a week on Friday?  No, the first is two weeks on 

A day in the life of 
Covid Vaccination 
Centre call handler

Tuesday.  Oh, that’s a problem (I’m walking the dog, I have 
a lie in on Tuesdays, I might be going to Tesco that day ….).  
What part of ‘the first one is …’ don’t you understand?
But there were moments of real amusement.  So here are a 
few things which still cause me to chuckle.
There was the case where we were trying to contact a lady 
of reasonably advanced years.  Her husband answered 
and asked if we could call back as she was at the top of a 
ladder cleaning the top of the caravan.  No emancipation 
issues there at least!!
And my personal favourite: I was calling a gentleman to ask 
if he wanted the vaccine.  He danced around the subject 
for a minute or so before declaring, “No, I am not having 
it.”  May I ask why for the records?  “Well, back in March 
2020 I had a dream.  In the dream I ate Marmite and did 
not catch the virus.  So every morning for the last year I have 
eaten Marmite on toast for breakfast and have never caught 
the virus despite my wife and children all catching it.  My 
dreams always come true!”  I was sorely tempted to go out 
and buy shares in Marmite.
So there you are.  We have finished working there now 
(end of May) but the work goes on.  At the time of writing 
the centre has done in excess of 130,000 vaccinations so 
despite everything it must be classed as a real success.  I 
do know that at one point it was in the top 5 in England for 
the progress it had made with the vaccination programme.  
From our personal perspective it has been a challenging, 
frustrating yet very rewarding experience.
Richard Kelly
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You may remember my article last summer about Dogs for 
Autism, the only charity to specialise in dogs for autistic 
people of any age, anywhere in the UK.  You may also have 
seen us on the streets of Alton recently on Channel 5 News!  
I’m a Holybourne resident, and our CEO, a former Treloars 
teacher, lives in Beech, so although we are a nationwide 
charity we have very local roots. I’m very happy to report 
that Luna, the black lab I was training for a young girl in 
Hook, is now living full time with her family, and is usually 
to be found next to her autistic partner – and enjoying 
being part of a busy household!
As I’m sure you are aware, charity fundraising has been 
massively impacted by the pandemic and we really need 
support to continue our life-changing work; it occurred to 
me that perhaps the village might consider having a Village 
Charity of the Year?  Of course, I would hope that Dogs for 
Autism could be the first recipient!  We could bring a dog 
or two along to any village events, visit the schools, the pre-
school and The Lawn (our dogs have full public liability 
insurance), and perhaps do a 
talk at the village hall…
If this would be of interest, 
please get in touch
Jan Kiley  
jan.kiley@dogsforautism.org.uk

What do you think? Let me 
have your ideas please.
Editor, jerrymjj@outlook.com 

I retired in June 2019 having worked at Waitrose HQ as 
compliance manager for the Buying teams. In lockdown 
as I was unable to follow my usual hobby of sailing and 
instructing others to sail, so I decided to take an online 
twelve week dog training course with weekly assessments. 
It certainly kept me occupied and engaged during the initial 
lockdown period and I thoroughly enjoyed and passed it 
with Distinction. During this time I saw the opportunity to 
foster dogs needing assessment and training before being 
placed in new homes.
The first dog was called Mel. I fostered her from Spain and 
through a fellow John Lewis Partner, I was introduced to a 
family looking for a dog, so having managed to get some 
basic training done with her, she then went onward to her 
new “forever” home where she has settled very quickly and 
is a very happy dog with her new name of Maggie.
I then became foster carer to a Sprocker called Bramble 
who had to be removed from his family as he had started 
having some behavioural issues around the children. He 
was a lovely and lively boy who I had for a few weeks of 
remedial work including a visit to the vets so he could be 
made ready for his forever home in the North of England. 
I then had two more rescues from Spain, Nela and Bache 
who were very different personalities and needed different 
types of help. Nela went onwards to a secondary foster 
on a farm where she is now part of a large dog pack and 
feels more settled, I am not sure she will ever be very 
comfortable with humans! Bache was a delight and took 
to home life really well. Another former John Lewis Partner 
met her and decided her gentle and friendly nature made 
her ideal for him and his wife to adopt. Bache is very happy 
in her new home.
I then took in another spaniel called Ruby, a seven year 
old working cocker, who like Bramble, had started to have 
behavioural issues around children. Ruby is a little princess 
around the house but a really happy working dog when 
she is running out in the fields. Amongst other difficulties 
she is an anxious soul who has benefited greatly with more 
exercise and the quiet life of Pie Cottage where I live. 
After much consideration, I have adopted her and she is 
now joining in everywhere I go, including working in the 
marina, right next to the John Lewis Office for the sailing 
Club, so she is joining in their meetings as well as mine! 
This Spring Ruby has successfully completed a Sponsored 

walk and raised £750 for 
Dementia UK, a cause 
very close to my heart 
as my mum who passed 
away last December, had 
increasingly struggled 
because of the effects of 
this disease. 
Lis Gray

Lockdown:
new opportunities

Dogs for Autism
Village Charity?
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Rob with wife and nominator Caroline

Rob trained as a mechanical engineer and worked as a 
subsea Oil and Gas Engineer at BP before he retired in 
2019. Before moving to Holybourne in 2006, he had not 
really been involved in the community, but the terrible 
flooding problems which faced Holybourne in 2014 led 
him to become one of the first members of the Hoybourne 
Floodwatch team (along with Bob Page and Chris Everett) 
who were all instrumental in getting Hants CC to open a case 
for Holybourne to have significant drainage improvement 
works to ensure that, for the future, the village could cope 
with the increasing deluges which we now have. Hants CC 
completed a significant upgrade to the village drainage 
system following those floods and Rob joined the HVA 
as the representative to cover all things water related in 
Holybourne. He now carries out consistent inspections of 
the drains along London Road and regularly ensures that 
the grit traps up Brockham Hill are cleared to prevent run 
off flooding. He is actively pursues new flooding cases 
with Hants CC such as  the current  flooding problem along 
Howards Lane near the church and the regular flooding at 
the bottom of Lower Neatham Mill Lane. Hopefully these 
can be sorted once life starts to return to normal.
In addition to this, Rob is also the main organiser of the 
Holybourne Fireworks each year. It takes an enormous 
amount of work to plan the event. It starts with the ordering 
of the fireworks which is quite a task. The next job is to 
assemble the firing team (normally led by Tim Carmichael) 

The house known as The Lawn in Holybourne was built by 
Thomas Eggar the Younger around early 1808. During its 
first century it saw a number of occupants, as described in 
the previous two issues of this magazine.
 By 18th February 1893 The Lawn was occupied by 
Captain the Hon. Archibald Robert Hewitt RN (Ret) 6th 
Baron Lifford. He was born in 1844 in Warwickshire, the 
son of James Hewitt, 4th Viscount Lifford and Lady Mary 
Acheson.  Hewitt was commissioned in 1858 in the Royal 
Navy and retired from the military in 1890 with the rank 
of Captain.  He married Helen Blanche Geach in 1878 and 
the union produced four children: Norah, Evelyn James, 
Archibald Rodney, and lastly Anne Rachel Millicent.  
 Various newspapers and periodicals referred to 
the Hewitts while they were in residence at The Lawn.  
In February 1893 a newspaper advertisement asked for 
a “Good plain cook.  Full particulars Hon. Mrs Hewitt, 
Holybourne”, and in April 1900 Mrs Hewitt advertised for a 
chaperone in the Morning Post: 

and the team of safety marshals, the event insurance, St 
John’s ambulance, catering and the sale of glowsticks and 
novelties, as well as manpower to build the bonfire and 
then to clean up after it. He is normally on duty for the whole 
weekend. Holybourne punches well above its weight for 
the quality of its firework display so the fact that it does is 
down to Rob.  His final duty for the village is to ensure that 
the church clock runs on time. This involves regular ascent 
up steep ladders and calibrating weights and measures to 
ensure that the clock keeps time and chimes the quarters at 
the right time too.  Rob always laughs and says that he does 
these things because he is an engineer through and through 
and likes nerdy things but seriously, it is the training to be 
an engineer which equips him with the skills to deal with 
these very important features of village life! For all these 
reasons, he deserves the nomination of Holybourne Hero!

Holybourne Hero
Rob Law

The Lawn: the next 65 years, 1892 to 1958

It is not known exactly when the family left The Lawn, but 
the census of 1901 records the family in Kent. 
The advertisement above for the auction of furniture at The 
Lawn was placed in the Hampshire Chronicle on 24th May 
1902. Certainly they were no longer living in Holybourne 
by July 1905 when the property was occupied by Henry 
Charles Bigge. Archibald Robert Hewitt died in 1925 aged 
81 and is buried at Lyndhurst, Hampshire. 

continued...continued...
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 Rear Admiral Henry Charles Bigge was born in 
Northumberland in 1847, the son of John Frederick Bigge 
and Caroline Mary (nee Ellison).  He joined the Royal Navy 
in 1861 aged 13, was in September 1890 appointed 
Captain, and Flag Captain in 1899.  In July 1901 Henry 
married Beatrice Eveleen Wade and the couple appear 
to have moved almost at once into The Lawn.  They were 
respectively 54 and 41 when they wed and do not appear 
to have had any children.  
 In 1905 “a fire of small dimensions, and confined 
to the kitchen, was discovered by a servant at the Lawn, 
Holybourne, the residence of Rear-Admiral Bigge. The family 
were absent at the time.  The Alton Brigade attended.”
 Henry died on 26th January 1908 at home in 
Holybourne, his death was reported in the Gloucestershire 
Echo the next day (see below). The value of Henry’s 

effects was £9,632 17s 6d. He was buried in Holybourne 
churchyard, his memorial inscription reads:  
“Before the throne Henry Charles Bigge Rear Admiral RN son 
of the Rev John Bigge Vicar of Stamfordham, July 7th 1847 
– January 26th 1908”
 It is not known how long Beatrice remained at The 
Lawn after her husband’s death. She died on 9th September 
1924 in Torquay.  The next reference we have to occupants 
is contained in the 1911 census - Robert Crossman and his 
family.
Robert Crossman was born in Cornwall in 1862, the son of 
Major-General Sir Wm. Crossman, KCMG MP and Catharine 
Josaphine (nee Morley), and was educated at  Oxford 
University.  He married Elsie Helen Clogstoun in February 
1891, and their daughter Marjorie Patricia Tompkins 
Crossman was born in 1892.  
By 1911 Robert ”living on ‘private means” and his family 
were resident at The Lawn, which was rented from the 
Gaskell family.  There were also four servants living there.
 In October 1914 Elsie Helen died aged 50 and 
was buried in Holybourne churchyard. The following year 
Marjorie married quietly in Holybourne (see notice at top 
of next column). No record has been found of precisely 
when Robert left The Lawn, but by 1920 the occupants 
were Frances Willoughby Luxton and wife Florence Emily.

 Robert Crossman died on 20th April 1934 at Worcester 
Park, Surrey.  There is a memorial stone in Holybourne 
churchyard which reads:  ‘In loving memory of Robert 
Crossman  died April 20th 1934’.
 Francis Willoughby Luxton was born in New 
Zealand in 1874, the son of Robert Willoughby Luxton and 
Alice Lucy (nee Bishop). He was educated in England and 
by 1901 was a qualified civil engineer. He went to India 
and in 1909 was a Lieutenant in the Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway Volunteer Corps. In 1915 he married Florence Emily 
Liversidge (aged 38) in Bombay. He served his country 
during World War I and on 5th Nov 1918 was appointed 
“Captain of 1-13th Gt. Indian Peninsula Rly. Battalion”.
 Francis and Emily returned to England together 
in 1919. Mrs Luxton may have very soon in 1921 bought 
The Lawn from the Gaskell family, as the couple were in 
residence by 1920 but in 1921 the property was sold to 
James McCardie Martin for £5,500.  The conveyance reads 
“All messuage, stabling, outbuilding 9 acres 7 perches 
and the bed of the river Bourne and also that cottage and 
garden adjoining the said premises having a frontage of 17 
feet 7 inches”.
 The Luxtons only moved as far as The Bourne in Church 
Lane, Holybourne.  Florence was active in the community, 
as a councillor for the Holybourne ward and JP for the 
County of Southampton.  She died in December 1958 aged 
82, and by February 1960 Francis was living alone at 140 
London Road, Holybourne, where he died in 1963. There 
is a memorial stone in Holybourne churchyard to Florence 
and Francis, he is also mentioned in the church porch:   
“To the Glory of God the bells in this church were restored 
in 1951 by public subscription. R.A.W. Wilkinson Vicar, F.W. 
Luxton and R.C. Mylward Churchwardens” 
 James McCardie Martin (right) 
was born in 1859 in Coleraine, son of the 
Rev. John F. Martin. He was educated at 
Edinburgh University where he qualified 
L.R.C.P. and L.R.C.S. in 1880 and joined 
the Royal Navy in 1882, reaching the 
rank of Staff Surgeon in 1884. He was 
mentioned in Despatches and awarded 
a D.S.O. “James McCardie Martin, Staff Surgeon, Royal Navy.  
In recognition of services during the recent Expedition to 
Benin” for gallantly carrying the mortally wounded Dr Fyfe, 
R.N. from the field.  
 James married, in 1899, Edith Lambert, daughter 
of Henry and Maria Lambert Matier, of Belfast, they had 

The Lawn: the next 65 years,The Lawn: the next 65 years,
1892 to 1958 - continued1892 to 1958 - continued
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no children.  He retired in 1904 with the rank of Deputy 
Inspector-General of Fleets and Hospitals, but served again 
during the Great War as a Major.  In 2011 James’ medals 
were auctioned for £7,200.  Sometime after 1920 the 
Martins moved into The Lawn.  James had once owned 
a ranch in Alberta, Canada and was a keen horseman and 
hunter, and member of the Author’s Club.  The couple were 
frequent visitors to Bath.

James died on 30 June 1932 and is buried in the churchyard 
in Holybourne.  The inscription reads:
“IN LOVING MEMORY OF  SURGEON CAPTAIN JAMES 
MCCARDIE MARTIN  D.S.O. R.N..  DIED 30TH JUNE 1932,  
FELL ASLEEP  IN GOD’S KEEPING AND OF HIS WIFE EDITH 
LAMBERT MARTIN  WHO DIED ON THE 28TH DECEMBER 
1939  I SHALL BE SATISFIED WHEN AWAKE IN THY LIKENESS”
 It appears that Edith remained at The Lawn for a few 
years until the house was bought by Edward Arnold Gere.  
Edith Lambert Martin died in 1939 aged 70 in Bournemouth.
 Edward Arnold Gere was born in 1873 in Cheltenham 
to Edward William Gere, then an American citizen, and 
Mary Catherine Gere. He worked as an apprentice on the 
Railway from 1893 to 1896, then entered the Patent Office.  
He married Caroline Carlton Giles in 1914 and their son 
John Arthur Giles Gere was born in 1921.  
 In 1936 Edward Gere bought The Lawn, and was to 
live there for the next twenty years until his death in 1956.  
With him were his wife Caroline, son John Arthur, young 

Carol Mary Fraser who was either his ward or Mrs Gere’s 
niece, and Mrs Gere’s sister Mrs Agnes Furley.  During the 
WWII a bombed out family from Portsmouth, Mrs Riley 
and her five children, were billeted at The Lawn. One of 
the children, now Vera Butler remembers that time.  The 
children slept head to toe in a back bedroom (far right 
window in photo of the house below).

 The stables next to the gardener’s cottage housed 
a donkey and Carol’s horse. Mrs Gere kept five ducks, one 
used to come up about four o’clock every day and tap 
her beak on the lounge window so the family would feed 
them.  There was a driveway to the stables and a path to the 
front door.  Carol taught Vera to read and was the youngest 
Riley’s godmother. There were no servants at The Lawn, but 
people came in during the day or Mrs Riley cooked. 
In 1949 Agnes Furley was mentioned in the Portsmouth 
Evening News on 13th March:
 Mrs Gere died in July 1955, followed by Edward in 
October 1956.  Eighteen months later on 30th April 1958, 
the sale of the property to the Friends of the Elderly was 
completed.  The conveyance was between J A Geere 
and the Friends of the Poor, for the sum of £7,700.  The 
Lawn became home to elderly residents who were able to 
enjoy this gracious house and beautiful grounds.  The first 
residents arrived between February and September 1959.  
 Miss Carol Fraser described the lawn as it was at the 
point of sale: “On the ground floor were the dining room, 
a large hall (now the library), study and drawing room.  

For years before, the front door seems 
to have been at the side of the house 
into what is now our library.  Where the 
kitchen and bathroom belonging to 
our large ground floor rooms are now 
situated were store cupboards (still in 
situ) and pantries.  A door under the 
stairs led to the cellars which had a coal 
fired furnace.  Our dining room had a 
passage down the north side giving 
access to the kitchen and servants hall.  
From this passage, a boxed in staircase 
led up to the servants’ bedrooms and 
bathroom.  In the Geres’ time there 
were in all nine bedrooms.  The kitchen 
had a back door leading to a courtyard 
accommodating oil drum, coal shed, 
kennels etc.”
Linda Habberfield   
archive@holybourne.com
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Amethyst Rose Holistics
My name is Lisa Haynes and I’m a 
Reflexologist & Reiki Master Practitioner, 
based in Holybourne. I have also 
worked in education for over 26 years. 
As a teacher and Special Educational 
Needs Coordinator, I’ve always been 
an advocate for integrating holistic 
approaches which involves engaging 
and developing the whole person. 
I believe in focusing on the physical, emotional and 
psychological wellbeing of a child as well as the academic 
development.
Over the years I have tried a range of natural therapies 
to support my health and wellbeing. My discovery of 
reflexology began with my own struggles with fertility, 
which led to over 3 years of very challenging times. Regular 
reflexology treatments helped me to reduce the stress and 
anxiety linked to the challenges I was facing.
Having a baby was the turning point for me. After many 
years of allowing my work life balance to diminish, and 
the repercussions that this had on my health and general 
wellbeing, I decided to reduce my work commitments 
and I started to live a healthier, more balanced lifestyle. I 
decided to train in Reiki and Reflexology and now enjoy 
seeing the noticeable difference that they have had on 
clients’ health and wellbeing. 
The importance of well-being
The impact of the ongoing crisis is taking a huge toll on our 
mental health and well-being in different ways. Many of us 
haven’t had time to relax and unwind, which can lead to 
feelings of stress and being overwhelmed. 
When individuals are healthy and strong, the energy 
flows around and through their body, bringing health 
and vitality to their physical being and mental, emotional 
selves. However, when the body is in a state of imbalance, 
particularly after illness, injury or periods of stress, these 
vital energy pathways become blocked, preventing the 
body from functioning effectively. 
Reflexology and Reiki are relaxing and rebalancing therapies 
tailored to meet individual needs. While they do not claim 
to cure, they can offer support alongside conventional 
medical treatments. They can release any blockages and 
activate the natural healing processes of your body and 
restore physical and emotional well-being. They can evoke 
a sense of calm, inner-peace and an increased ability to deal 
with life’s challenges during times of stress and disconnect. 
Many recipients say they notice themselves sleeping better 
and find that their mood and sense of wellbeing improve. 

What is Reflexology?
Reflexology is based on the 
theory that different points on 
the feet, or hands, correspond 
with different areas of the 
body and reflexologists 
work these points and areas. 
Applying gentle pressure to 
these reflexes can improve 
circulation, induce relaxation 
and enable homeostasis.
Research shows reflexology 
can help to: 

• reduce stress and anxiety
• reduce pain
• lift mood
• improve general well-being
• aid sleep 
• improve circulation & decrease high blood pressure
• Induce deep relaxation 
• Promote detoxification
• Revitalise
• Stimulate the immune system

What is Reiki?
Reiki is a Japanese technique for 
stress reduction and relaxation. 
The practitioner works on re-
adjusting the energy of the 
client using a technique that 
channels energy by means 
of a light non-invasive touch, 
placing their hands gently on or near the clients clothed 
body in a sequence of hand positions, which cover the 
whole body. There is no massage or manipulation. 
Reiki can help to: 

• manage symptoms of anxiety, fatigue and pain.
• replenish vital energy
• aid relaxation
• release tension
• improve your mood
• aid sleep. 

“Your body is the most precious thing that you own, 
so why don’t you invest in your wellbeing!”
Please contact me to find out more.
Lisa Haynes

Holybourne Business ShowcaseHolybourne Business Showcase

www.amethystroseholistics.com    07917451188    lisa@amethystroseholistics.com
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I was interested to see the paragraph on Mrs Gaskell and 
“The Lawn” together with an image of her in the previous 
issue [The Lawn: the next 50 years]. The full story of her life 
as a Unitarian Minister’s wife in Manchester, raising a family 
and writing classic nineteenth century novels is told in a 
well-researched and readable biography Elizabeth Gaskell 
by Jenny Uglow published by Faber and Faber in 1993, a 
book that I re-read during Lockdown. Much of its material is 
sourced from Elizabeth Gaskell’s personal letters and gives 
a first-hand account of events. In addition to her novels 
Mrs Gaskell also wrote the first biography of her friend and 
fellow northern novelist Charlotte Bronte. 
Elizabeth Gaskell was brought up in Knutford, Hertfordshire 
and during her married life in industrial Manchester she 
really missed the peace and greenery of the southern 
counties. In her early 50s she was working under constant 
pressure from publishers as her novels were first issued 
as sequels in literary magazines, a common form of 
publishing in the nineteenth century. All this pressure led 
her to feeling unwell and she needed to escape from 
Manchester so in 1864 she decided to buy a property in 
the south as a retirement retreat for her and her husband. 
Her novels were decidedly profitable and this gave her the 
financial independence to make the purchase without the 
involvement of her husband.
In March 1865 she took herself off to Paris to write and enjoy 
a change of scene. On return to England she spent time 
in London and, together with her daughters Marianne and 
Meta, she went house-hunting. “The Lawn” in Holybourne 
was visited only by the daughters and a decision was 
made to buy it so, leaving the legal work with solicitors in 
London she returned to Manchester. The initial plan was to 
let the house to a tenant for three years and use the income 
generated to pay off a loan. Back in Manchester she had 
problems with the drainage system of the house there to 
sort out as well as keeping her writing up to schedule. Also, 
the owners of “The Lawn” Mr and Mrs White were causing 
delays while finding a tenant was harder than she thought. 

She even began to have 
doubts about the project 
“It’s an unlucky house & I 
believe I was a fool to set 
my heart on the place at 
all”.
However in September 
1865 Mrs Gaskell left 
Manchester for the last 
time: she was in London 
ordering furniture from 
Heals and by the end of the 
month a break was needed 
so she proceeded initially 

to Newhaven taking work on her last novel Wives and 
Daughters with her but the lodgings proved unsatisfactory 
so it was then across the Channel to Dieppe in France 
and more congenial accommodation for the rest of her 
break. Meanwhile she had dispatched her servant Hearn 
to Holybourne to clean and sort out furnishings and then it 
was back to England to finalise the purchase of “The Lawn” 
where she spent the last ten days of her life. It was her 
first and only visit. From here she wrote to husband William 
Gaskell to say that they had crossed the Channel “and were 
now spending the remainder of our time & money at a little 
village on the borders of Hampshire”.
Writing to one of her solicitors, Thurston, she says: “Every 
day we like it better & better even in the midst of all the 
half furnished state, painters & charwomen….Last night the 
ringers rang the three church bells, and then came to say 
they had been ringing for our ar[r]ival….” In spite of all that 
was to be done in the house she was planning to finish 
her story (Wives and Daughters). After ten days she wrote 
to her other solicitor William Shean who was due to come 
soon to complete the purchase. On the Monday morning 
as he read her letter Thurston Holland “walked through the 
door to tell him that Lily [Elizabeth] was dead.”
During her short stay at “The Lawn” she entertained her 
daughter Florence and son-in-law Charles and on the 
Sunday she took daughters Flossy and Julia to church where 
the clergyman commented on how well she was looking. 
After church she showed a poor widow around the 
house and then walked in the garden with her son-in-law. 
Everyone then met for early tea in the drawing room at five 
o’clock when, in the middle of a sentence, she collapsed 
with a heart attack. A doctor was called but it was too late. 
William was informed and came down to Holybourne and 
arranged for her coffin to be taken to her childhood home 
of Knutsford in Hertfordshire for burial.
June Chatfield

Mrs Gaskell’s arrival 
in Holybourne
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Tel: 01420 87654 whitehart@holybourne.com 139 London Road, Holybourne, Alton, Hampshire. GU34 4EY

Mon-Sat
8am - 11pm

Sun
8am - 10.30pm

FOOD

Mon-Fri
8am-3pm / 5 - 9pm

Sat  8am - 9pm

Sun 8am - 8pm
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Food for your barbecue Food for the cheese connoisseur

Holybourne Shop
New owners;
New aspirations
It was an absolute delight for me to interview Siddharth 
(Sid) Patel who with his wife Neha, are the new owners 
of the village shop and Post Office. Driven by his desire to 
succeed having come to this country in 2005, Sid is now 
on his second business venture in the form of this shop 
since graduating like Neha with a degree in marketing in 
India.  Having moved to London alone in advance of his 
family, Sid worked day and night (literally, in two jobs) 
before settling in Romsey with his family to run a Premier 
Store. He fought off an attempt to remove the Post Office 
from his shop and it was this experience that has inspired 
his recognition of the fundamental role that village shops 
can serve in their community.
“The community value is core to our business and if we 
fail to meet it, we fail the community and the business will 
fail. We want to remove the need for villagers to have to go 
into Alton to buy an ingredient for a meal they are making, 
Pasta sauce or whatever and so we are looking hard at what 
we stock and how we can adapt that to meet what the 
community needs. “
“Talking to my customers is something I simply cannot do 
without and my team, my colleagues are not ‘staff’ but my 
responsibility and our success depends on them so I hope 
the village finds us approachable and helpful.”

Clearly, family is central to Sid’s support system and having 
lost his father at sixteen, he and his siblings were raised by 
his mother who remains an important part of the “team”. 
Having searched for four years for a new business to take 
on, it was Holybourne’s community that drew Sid to taking 
on the shop.  “We have already tried to support community 
initiatives with things like the playground equipment and 
if people are aware of other ways in which we can help, 
then please let us know. We cannot survive without the 
support of the community so we feel it is right that we in 
turn, support the community.”
Sid’s value of “family” extends to the new tenants above 
the shop, Brandon and Kara who having brought them from 
Romsey and provided them with their first home together, 
Sid regards as family. Shuttling between the two shops can 
be tiring but a drop of single malt whiskey in the evening 
soon eases the aching bones and sets him up for the 
following day’s challenges.
It’s bound to be a steep learning curve finding out what 
succeeds in the village but the best way any of us can help 
to maintain the presence of the shop and Post Office in 
Holybourne is to use it as much as we can. Sid intends, 
as his predecessors did, to remodel the shop so it can 
best serve his business plan and his customers. If you get a 
chance, please do go in and say hello. You’ll find him the 
most friendly of newcomers to the village.
Jerry Janes
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HOLYBOURNE VILLAGE HALL

Available for public hire, offering a
maximum capacity of 60 people, a fully-
fitted and equipped kitchen, toilet
facilities and full level access.
The hall is situated in the centre of the
village, just a few yards up Church Lane
from London Road.

HOURLY HIRE RATES
Holybourne Residents
Weekdays: £9.50
Weekends before 18:00 £11.00
Weekends after 18:00 £12.50
Non-Holybourne Residents
Weekdays: £11.00
Weekends before 18:00 £13.50
Weekends after 18:00 £18.00

BOOKING ENQUIRIES
Vickie Kemp
01420 549074 / 07737 369803
villagehall@holybourne.com

ONLINE HALL AVAILABILITY
www.holybourne.com
Select the ‘Village Hall’
Press “Click Here to Book”

The china, glass and cutlery in the kitchen are all included in the cost of the hire.
Hirers must ensure that the duration of their booking is sufficient for any setting up and clearing up. Free access to the hall cannot be given for this purpose.
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As for many, it has been a challenging past year or so for 
Scouting across the country. Locally volunteers have worked 
together, in their own time and their own ways have been 
able to provide remote scouting for all sections from the 
newest Beavers to the seasoned Scouts and Explorers.
During the first lockdown some of the groups embraced 
the ‘new’ technology and began weekly Zoom sessions 
with their sections. Crafts, quizzes, and virtual trips were 
projected into the young people’s homes where eve’s 
dropping parents got involved too.  A little bit of ‘normal’ 
at a very strange time. By the end of the summer term a few 
keen Leaders managed to organise some outdoor activities 
as restrictions eased, which was an opportunity for 
youngsters to catch up with their friends and get outside, 
which for many was so long overdue.
September meant we were permitted to meet outside, 
whilst social distancing…. a new challenge for Scout 
leaders around the country. New versions of old games 
were adapted, and carpet mats and hula hoops had new 
uses. Many young people came back to their groups and 
those that had not been able to Zoom came back to get a 
dose of outdoor activities with their friends.  New children 
joined and our amazing leaders kept working hard to put 
together a fun an interesting programme even without the 
use of buildings and all the normal paraphernalia. 
Winter brought new lockdowns, the odd Christmas 
celebration was squeezed into the ‘open opportunity’ 
before Christmas and then the long New Year set in. Groups 
went back to Zoom sessions and more resources were sent 
out to homes so that all could participate if they wanted to. 
The promise of spring and Easter meant a relaxation in the 
rules again and groups rushed back to face to face activities 
with the lure of lighter evenings helping the planning of 
outdoor activities, such as hiking, cycling orienteering and 
chip testing for our older members!
The Scout motto of old is ‘Be Prepared’, but clearly none 
of us could have been prepared for what this past year has 
thrown at many of us. The new motto of ‘Skills for Life’ has 
meant that our young people and leaders have shown their 
skills of adaptability, resourcefulness and perseverance 
meaning they have been able to develop and build even 
more skills together with new ways of working.
A huge thank you to the adults that have supported these 
groups and thanks also to the parents that organised 
resources and let their living rooms descend into chaos as 
a scavenger hunt ensued around them! Lastly thanks to the 
young people themselves that rocked up, be it on Zoom 
(again) or in rainy May to another outdoor activity but got 
stuck in and had fun! You are all an inspiration to us.
We would welcome anyone to join us, we have lots of 
flexible opportunities, if you are interested and would like 
a chat, please get in touch.
Melissa.salisbury@hampshirescouts.org.uk T: 07710733303 
www.rotherfieldscouts.co.uk/volunteer

Rotherfield Scouts
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TREE SURGERY . TENNIS COURT MAINTENANCE . HEDGE CUTTING
STUMP GRINDING . GARDEN MAINTENANCE

crosscourtservices.com

EXPERIENCED AND QUALIFIED

EXPERIENCED 
AND QUALIFIED

£5 MILLION 
INSURANCE

Call now on 07748 865844
Holmes for Homes

NEED AN ELECTRICIAN
OR A HANDYMAN ?

We pride ourselves on delivering
a friendly, professional and quality

service at competitive prices.

www.holmesforhomes.co.uk

From additional Sockets and Downlights,
new Consumer Units to complete Rewires.

Painting and Decorating to putting up
TV Brackets, Mirrors and Blinds.

No job too big or too small

Looking  
for advice  
on lettings?

Whether you are a landlord, a tenant or considering 
investing in property.

We offer a professional, high-quality and comprehensive  
in-house service, dedicated specifically to the lettings 
industry. With over 30 years property experience, we 
understand that high standards and full transparency  
are the key to success.

www.lklettingsco.com

01252 265303

office@lklettingsco.com

@lklettingsco
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“There is no point playing an instrument that you find 
easy.” Sally Kidston takes on live orchestra performance.
Never afraid to take on a challenge, Sally had the exciting 
opportunity to perform live with Bournemouth Symphony 
Orchestra (BSO) Resound ensemble.
BSO Resound is the world’s first professional disabled-
led ensemble embedded in a major symphony orchestra, 
founded with James Rose, BSO Change Maker and 
Conductor.  Despite only joining the National Open Youth 
Orchestra as a member in 2019 and thanks to Covid-19 
only getting one in-person rehearsal with the orchestra, 
Sally was picked to perform in the BSO Resound’s first live 
concert since lockdown restrictions began!
Sally, just 16 years old will be performing using a Linnstrument, 
an instrument used by touching and moving fingers over 
any of the 200 square ‘keys’. It’s quite a challenge, and it’s 
deceptive to look at. Sally said she wanted a “mental as 
well as a physical challenge” from her instrument and she 
will certainly get it from the Linnstrument!
Sally had just three weeks to learn seven pieces of music 
for the live concert on 17th June with BSO Resound. It was 
no mean feat, especially for someone who has only just 
completed their music GCSE! So what motivates her?
She says Treloar’s Musical Director Jocelyn Watkins has 
always encouraged her class to be “the best versions of 
themselves”, helping to cement her love of music. Jocelyn 
Watkins persuaded Sally to audition for a place in the 
National Open Youth Orchestra and she hasn’t looked back.
Sally’s ultimate goal is to study music at University and adds 
poignantly,“When you’re disabled you have to plan it all 
out. From when you decide to take on the next challenge 
so you can fit in any potential surgery or change to your 
health, to setting long-term and realistic goals, you have to 
think through the hurdles early.”
Most of all, Sally just loves playing music! Her passion is 
clear and, despite the pressure of live performance, she’s 
excited to play as there is “nothing better than performing 
with other people”. For many people, this will be their first 
chance to watch a performance in person and from Sally’s 
beaming smile, you can tell what this means.
And she has a message for other young musicians – “Just 
do it!”. She’d love to see more musicians getting stuck in. 
On her disability she remarked “When you draw a bad 
hand of cards of poker you have to just deal with it” and 
she hopes other people like her considering music take on 
the challenge too!
She particularly values the BSO Resound ensemble adding 
that “It’s empowering to know that if disabled people put 
the effort in and are good at it, the opportunity is available 
to you and it’s not a one off, there is a career out there for 
you.”

Chrissy and Karen

Sally Kidston with her Linnstrument

Treloar School & College

Walking for Treloars
My friend Karen and I saw the article in the last magazine 
about raising money for Treloars and decided we’d like to 
help.  The last charity walk we did together was 14 years 
ago. We did the Moonwalk around London, covering 26.2 
miles for breast cancer research - in our bras!!  This time we 
thought we’d go fully dressed!   
With all the restrictions we have been under, it was a great 
chance for us to meet up for a socially distanced walk.  We 
planned a fantastic walk across the Holybourne Downs to 
Froyle and Yarnham and back into Alton via Anstey Park – 8 
miles was our goal but with a few detours we ended up 
walking for 10!  We set off in sunshine and even experienced 
a mini blizzard.  Thanks to support from family and friends, 
we have raised over £230 for this local charity that we know 
will benefit so much from these donations.
Chrissy White

Ryan Campbell CBE: new Chief 
Executive Officer at Treloar’s
Mr Campbell said, “The Treloar 
Trust is at the forefront of 
providing educational and life 
opportunities for young people 
with complex disability.  As far 
as I am concerned there is no 
better job than to lead Treloar’s into its next phase. I look 
forward to being inspired by the children, young people 
and young adults, and the amazing staff, volunteers and 
supporters who work alongside them”
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We have expanded to fulfil our customers needs

• Servicing
• Air conditioning servicing and re-gas
• Main dealer standard fault diagnostic equipment
• Brakes
• Cam-belts
• Tyres & wipers
• Exhausts
• Batteries

• Clutches
• All makes & models  undertaken
• Free courtesy car
• VW Kombi van specialist

01420 474541
www.brandautos.co.uk | enquiries@brandautos.co.uk

8 Kingsley Business Park, Kingsley, Hampshire, GU35 9LY

MMIIKKEE  GGAARRWWOOOODD  LLTTDD
IIsseekkii

  CCoommppaacctt  ttrraaccttoorrss
&&  DDiieesseell  EEnnggiinnee  MMoowweerrss

CCoolllleeccttiioonn  oorr  MMuullcchhiinngg  
ssyysstteemmss

SSTTIIHHLL
 CHAINS SAWS BLOWERS 
STRIMMERS  SHREDDERS
HEDGECUTTERS ELECTRIC 
BATTERY AND PETROL

CCAALLOORR  GGAASS
CCAASSTTEELL  aanndd  VVIIKKIINNGG  MMoowweerrss

SShheelllleeyyss  BBaarrnn      EEaasstt  WWoorrllddhhaamm    AAllttoonn    00114422008844445588

KKAAWWAASSAAKKII
 ATV’S & MULES

Battery Pruner
Up to 4 inch 
cut
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Focus on the positive
It was lovely to see so many people out and about on Easter 
Saturday for our donkey walk around the village. Along with 
Rev Gordon & Ruth, the Wills family and the Eagle family, 
we handed out posies, chocolate and information about 
the first Easter. We are grateful to the donations received 
which meant we sent £204 to Savannah Education Trust, 
allowing us to sponsor the education and food for three 
children in Northern Ghana.
Since we wrote our last article, we have had many new 
arrivals on the farm including 24 lambs, 5 goat kids, 9 piglets 
(plus another 6 bought in from Longdown Activity Farm to 
cover a shortfall in the right size piglets to go out on visits), 
8 goslings, 14 turkey chicks, as well as many ducklings and 
chicken chicks.
The most encouraging news is that since 16th March, we 
have had one trailer running most days Monday-Friday 
during term time. The holiday and Saturday work is taking 
longer to come back but we can bear with that as long 
as the schools’ work is running. The irony being that our 
weekdays in the summer term could have been booked 
several times over but we were unable to take more work 
without creating unviable staffing and childcare confusion. 
Once all restrictions have been lifted, we hope to be 
able to bring back all our staff and run both trailers again 
regularly. Nevertheless, we feel encouraged to be back to 
75% of ‘normal’, at least for the moment.

One comment that will go down in the MCFE book was as 
we were leaving one school visit to drive the trailer home 
recently. “Are you finished for the day now?” I can’t even 
remember how we replied (after we had removed our 
jaws from the floor) just hoping it was polite!
In between visits, on top of the regular maintenance and 
mucking out, we have shorn all our sheep and alpacas as 
well as a few other small flocks in the area. We are awaiting 
another extended dry spell to make hay again – we are 
very close to running out of last year’s hay. Hay making will 
always remind us of being teased by Sean Baddeley about 
our efforts.
We have completed 3½ pig runs along the footpath near 
the pumping station and also have worked out a trial water 
system by those runs to save lugging buckets of water for 
ages. The next bigger project will be re-fencing along the 
pig runs nearer the house to ensure we don’t have any pigs 
wandering to the industrial estate – although it wouldn’t be 
for the first time!
We hope to be back at Worldham Golf Course on Saturday 
28th August.
Let’s hope we get back to ‘normal’ – whatever that may 
be – soon!
Sarah & Tom Main

Mill Cottage Farm
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Ca l l  Peter  Ch ivers  on : 01256 389124
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PETER CHIVERS PCS
WASP NEST TREATMENTS
DON’T GET STUNG
CALL FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE NOW

FOR ALL YOUR PEST CONTROL NEEDS:
Wasps, Bees, Rats, Mice, Moles, Cluster Flies, Squirrels,
Cockroaches, Rabbits, Pigeons, Bird-Proofing,
Emergancy Wasp Nest Treatments, Mole Trapping Specialist

Providing quality tuition in your local area.
English, French, German, Spanish,

Portuguese & EFL
- All ages and levels -

Alton Language Workshop

www.altonlanguageworkshop.org
alton.language.workshop@gmail.com

www.MillFarmOrganic.com

Tel/Fax: 01420 22331
Open: Wed– Sat 9am-5pm
Isington Nr. Alton GU34 4PN

Farm Shop
& Cafe

Organic Beef , Lamb & Pork
Meat Boxes from £59
Fresh ‘Artisan’ Bread, Fruit+Veg

Local Hampshire
produce

The Thorne Family
aatt

KEMP & STEVENS
Funeral Directors

Robin Thorne Dip FD LMBIFD Gill Thorne Dip FD LMBIFD
Michael Thorne Dip FD LMBIFD Geoff Thorne MBIE Dip FD LMBIFD

IInnddeeppeennddeenntt ffaammiillyy--rruunn FFuunneerraall DDiirreeccttoorrss aanndd  MMoonnuummeennttaall  MMaassoonnss

9933 HHiigghh SSttrreeeett,, AAllttoonn,, HHaammppsshhiirree GGUU3344 11LLGG  0011442200  8833117777

iinnffoo@@kkeemmppaannddsstteevveennss..ccoo..uukk      wwwwww..kkeemmaappaannddsstteevveennss..ccoo..uukk
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Press on towards the Goal!
At the risk of alienating a number of people who don’t 
like sport I can’t let this summer pass without a mention 
of sport. As I write The Euro 2020 football competition 
(postponed to 2021 because of the worldwide Pandemic) 
is underway but of course the pièce de résistance is the 
Olympics scheduled to take place in Japan.
I love playing and watching sports and most weeks I still 
enjoy a game of 5-a-side footy with my some of my mates. 
During the initial lockdown period last year I wasn’t able 
to meet up. So, in an attempt to retain my dwindling footy 
skills I began doing ‘keepy-uppies’ the Vicarage garden. At 
the start I could only manage to keep my football in the air 
a few times but I was determined to spend thirty minutes 
each day to see if I could improve. After a few weeks I hit 
my goal of doing over 300 when I managed 312 in one go! 
Please forgive my sense of pride!  
My efforts to try and keep a football in the air reminded me 
of articles I’ve read about various sports people and the 
incredible dedication involved in becoming a top sports 
person. 
This is true especially with the Olympics. It is far more than a 
matter of just turning up and giving it a go. The commitment 
required, the training and so on just to stand a chance of 
being there let alone picking up a medal is phenomenal! 
For many the goal has been making the Olympic team and 
their efforts to attain that have been remarkable, driven on 
by that goal. Of course come the Olympic events then the 
goal becomes the gold medal. I remember 4th August 2012 
when the Olympic games were in London. In the space 
of 48 minutes Mo Farah and Greg Rutherford, along with 
Jessica Ennis, won Great Britain’s three athletics golds on 
Super Saturday.   

Church News

For each of them and many others the goal, the prize, was 
driving and drawing them on, making them give their all. 
While watching the Olympics and contestants going for 
gold this year it will help me reflect on my keepy-uppie 
efforts. However, more importantly it will also remind me 
how the writers of the New Testament use the image of the 
race as a metaphor for life and for living the Christian life. 
In the Bible we are encouraged to “run with perseverance 
that race that is set before us”, to “run in such a way as 
to get the prize” and “to press on toward the goal”. We 
are to do this “to get a crown that will last forever”. The 
Bible tells us that there is a goal, the goal of heaven and that 
our life is part of the process of moving towards heaven 
but it requires perseverance. It means keeping that goal in 
mind especially when things are tough and so continually 
moving forward. 
I hope that, even if you are not really into sport, there will 
be something in the Olympics that interests and resonates 
with you. But more importantly I hope you can take time 
reflect on the race that you are running. And if you’d like 
to find out more about the Christian faith then why not 
join us for an Alpha course. This provides an opportunity 
within an informal setting for those who want to investigate 
Christianity, are new to a church or those who want to brush 
up on their basic Christian knowledge. 
If you want to find out more please give me a call or send 
me an e-mail.
Rev Gordon   07572 000491 gordon.randall@sky.com 
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Military Wives Choir coming to Holybourne

Kate Carmichael

Next year will be 10 years since we 
watched Gareth Malone form a military 
wives choir at RMB Chivenor.  I, like so 

many others, watched the series with laughter and tears as 
we followed the ladies in their quest to sing and perform. I 
am not going to use the ‘journey’ word!! It was particularly 
poignant for me.  My husband had just returned from a 
deployment to Afghanistan.  I understood the emotions 
of those ladies.  I knew what it was like to be constantly 
waiting for correspondence; trying to run a house and care 
for the children on my own, children who didn’t really 
understand why their Daddy wasn’t there and who needed 
lots of extra love and attention to help them cope with the 
separation; to be hoping and praying that their partner was 
safe and not wanting to turn the news on or listen to the 
radio in case there was a news flash.  The military wives 
choir brought ladies together who shared these same 
experiences, who understood each other and who were 
going through their partners being away on deployment 
together.  They supported each other through friendship 
and music.  It became a support network.  A place to meet, 
to laugh, to cry and to sing.
The military way of life is totally unique.  Over my 28 years 
as an army wife, I lived in 15 different houses, in different 
parts of the UK and in different countries.  We spent two 
years in Paris, three years in Belgium and five years (over 

two different postings) in 
Northern Ireland. It could be 
so rewarding.  I loved the 
experience of living in these 
different places and meeting and 
making new friends. However, 
moving every other year could 
also present challenges.  I had 
many different jobs - from 
estate agent, to military tailor, 
to personal assistant, to teacher and just as you really find 
the perfect job, your husband gets a promotion and you 
are on the move again!  Leaving friends and places you 
love is always hard and of course there is the upheaval of 
the children’s schools.  On top of this, there was always 
the stress of deployment and separation.  You learn to be 
independent, self-reliant and empathetic to others around 
you.  You can move from one place to another and settle 
within a week and job interviews become second nature 
and nothing to be stressed about!
Being with others who understand this way of life is 
really important and it’s probably not such a surprise that, 
following the success of the Chivenor choir, many other 
ladies wanted to be part of such a support network.  It is 
worth noting at this point that the Chivenor choir was not 
actually the first military wives choir.  That was formed in 
2010 in Catterick.  However, it was the television series that 
inspired other ladies to set-up choirs across the country 
and, within five years of the programme, seventy six military 
wives choirs had formed, all over the world. The Military 
Wives Choirs Foundation charity was set up with the 
support of SSAFA (Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Families 
Association) to look after the choirs and Gareth Malone 
became its first patron.
I helped set up the Innsworth choir in Gloucestershire.  
Being a NATO support base, Innsworth had many 
international families and the choir members consisted of 
Italians, Americans, Canadians, and French amongst other 
nationalities.  A truly international choir.   Within three 
months we were singing in a packed Gloucester Cathedral 
with the Royal Marine Association Band .  Stood shoulder 
to shoulder with forty ladies, the feeling of achievement 
and pride was immense when the audience gave us a 
standing ovation.  That was the first of many concerts.  We 
sang at half time at Gloucester Rugby Club, at Tewkesbury 
Abbey and at dinner nights amongst others.  On moving to 
our ‘forever home’ in Holybourne, I decided to take a break 
from the choir but the pull is obviously too strong!  I now 
sing with both the Winchester and the Portsmouth military 
wives choirs.  I recorded the album ‘Remember’ with them, 
which went to the top of the classical charts, I sang with 
Laura Wright and some of the ladies on Radio 2, Good 
Morning Sunday programme, I performed in France with 
them on a Battlefield Tour. We stood together and sang the 
final song for the Military Wives film and, two years ago, I 
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Holybourne Theatre
Youth Theatre restarts
We are Luke Bateman and Elliott 
Williams, more commonly 
referred to as just ‘Luke & 
Elliott’. We have been running 
Holybourne Youth Theatre’s 
weekly sessions for over a 
year now (it’s been an on and 
off year, given all the various 
Covid interruptions) and have 
loved every second of it so far. It 
is genuinely a privilege to be back 
at the Theatre on a regular basis, planning and teaching 
the Saturday sessions that we ourselves so used to look 
forward to as children. 
We’re both 22, grew up in Alton, and have held a passion 
for performance for as long as we can remember. We 
first met hanging up our dripping wet coats in the school 
cloakroom and haven’t looked back since. We have now 
been best friends and Writing/Directing/Acting partners for 
over 15 years, from ‘funny shows’ in our living rooms in 
front of our bored parents to successful runs in London 
and up at The Edinburgh Fringe. Since the age of 6, acting 
and writing as a duo has been our one and only priority. 
We’ve always had a passion for silliness and fun (we’re big 
kids at heart), but we have a bigger passion for ‘organised 
fun’ - this was instilled in us by our workshop leaders of 
the past (our predecessors include Gareth Bale, Dianne 
Byrne, Leanne Vincent-Norgate and Tom Morris), who 
allowed us the freedom to create the work that we wanted 
to create. And by working hard on a set project, the end 
product always merited the rehearsal and the effort. We 
have maintained that ‘organised fun’ mentality throughout 
our career so far.
We can talk until the cows come home about bricks and 
mortar, and we couldn’t be more pleased for the theatre 
to be committed to building an accessible and sustainable 
theatrical space for the future - but what use is laminate 

found myself on a West End Stage with the choir.  There are 
so many amazing memories and shared experiences.
The Military Wives Choirs are not just wives as the name 
suggests.  We are made up of serving personnel, veterans 
and veteran wives, widows, daughters, mothers, as well as 
wives. Many of the songs that we sing are songs that have 
been written and arranged specifically for us.  The beauty 
of it is that we can move from choir to choir and know the 
music.  The music we make together is special, but being 
a part of the Military Wives Choirs is so much more than 
that.  It is about friendship and understanding, confidence 
building, inspiration and empowerment.  The choir has 
given us a voice. We truly Sing, Share and Support.
The last year has been different, as it has for everyone, and 
choir rehearsals have been virtual.  These rehearsals have 
been so important for many.  The support of our friends has 
been even more essential in this strange time and, to some of 
our members who are on their own, the choir has provided 
company and routine.  The guidelines for singing seem to 
have changed and changed again and, as I write this at the 
end of May, we are holding outdoor rehearsals.  I may well 
have been dressed in six layers and snow boots for that 
first rehearsal (it has been unseasonably cold!) but it didn’t 
matter.  We were singing and laughing together again.  The 
next step to normality is carrying out some performances 
and I am pleased to announce that Winchester Military 
Wives Choir will hopefully be performing at the Holybourne 
Theatre on either Friday 16th or Saturday 17th October.  
Tickets will be on sale on the Holybourne Theatre website.  
We really look forward to seeing you there and hope you 
enjoy an evening of music and fun.
Kate Carmichael

continued on page 29...
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call:01420 561661

EMERGENCY CALL OUT24/7
www.altonpumps.com

We’ll keep you flowing
Pump Supply

Pump Servicing

Blocked Drains

Drain Repair

Septic Tank Empty*

Treatment Plant
Installation*

Does your tank comply with
the Septic Tank & Soakaway
regulation changes?
Call us today to discuss your
requirements.

TANK NEED EMPTYING?

BLOCKED DRAIN?
PUMP PROBLEMS?
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New WI committee members, Anne, Sharon and Wendy

Some Changes                                                
Life has certainly been different for the Holybourne Honeys 
WI this past year. Like everybody we have had to learn 
and adapt the way we meet and communicate. But we 
can honestly say, that knowing there is the support and 
friendship of fellow members has been a huge bonus.
So what have we been up to? Once Zoom was mastered, 
we have had our monthly virtual meetings. Speakers have 
had us in tears of laughter, a monthly baking challenge 
had us all creating some delicious food and some great 
quizzes. There were also walking and garden gatherings 
(following guidelines of course.) 
I am writing this as the new President of Holybourne Honeys 
after being elected at our recent AGM having previously 
been treasurer over the past five years. A retired Art & 
Design teacher I have lived in Holybourne for the past 6 
years having previously lived in Farnham where my children 
went to school. Prior to that (many many years ago!) I grew 
up in a Dorset village. Then I lived in Taunton, Bath, Marlow, 
Beverley, and Alderley Edge. So a few places. It is lovely to 
be living in a village again.
We have lots of exciting events planned in our new WI 
programme. Details can be found on the Holybourne village 
website. Any new members would be very welcome.. We 
are a friendly group so come along and join us and see 
what we are about.
Sharon Buckle  -   President
And with that, Sharon passes the baton to me, firstly to 
complete this article, and secondly to briefly introduce 
myself as the new treasurer. I too am a retired teacher; it 
seems there’s a lot of us about! I grew up in a pleasant 
semi-rural Cheshire village not so unlike Holybourne. The 
church, at the centre of the village, has the carving of a cat 

Holybourne Honeys WI

on the tower; this is said to have been the inspiration for 
the grinning Cheshire cat in Lewis Carrol’s famous children’s 
story ‘Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland’. Carrol was born 
in a nearby village. 
My arrival in Hampshire was by a rather indirect route. I 
moved here from the Lake District taking a detour via France. 
I had gone there armed with a sense of adventure and a 
grade 5 O-level in French; not quite enough really but it 
made for an interesting and unforgettable experience. But 
that’s another story. I’m now happily settled in Holybourne 
with my daughter and two of our grandchildren living 
nearby. Perfect! 
I would echo Sharon’s point, the Holybourne WI are an 
extremely friendly group, and a long way from ‘Jam and 
Jerusalem’!
Anne Dunham - Treasurer
holybournesec@hampshirewi.org.uk  
holybournewi@gmail.com

flooring and sparkling LED lights without any actors, and 
more importantly, any young future talent to fill up the 
glorious space that we are extremely lucky to have? Our 
mission since we took over Holybourne’s Youth Theatre 
has always been to take the talent that we have at our 
disposal, re-energise it, and instil in them a sense of that 
‘serious fun’ professionalism we touched on earlier. We 
try to fill our sessions with a healthy mix of quick group 
games, professional acting technique, warm-up exercises, 
and improvisation activities. We always felt, when we 
were HYT members ourselves, that Youth Theatre should 
be as challenging and stimulating as it is fun and daft, so 
we hope we get our blend right. We want the children to 
improve as performers, of course, but we also want them 
to feel at home, comfortable to express themselves and 

Holybourne Theatre continued
muck around with their school friends on the weekend. 
The talent, energy, and cheekiness of the kids never fails to 
amaze us! 
Sometimes we see something special from one of our 
students, sometimes we are in hysterics about something 
they’ve said and sometimes we are deeply moved and 
shocked by their capacity to either entertain or elicit a 
certain emotional response from us given their tender age. 
We cater for students in Year 3 all the way to the end of 
6th form, so we vary our sessions rapidly 
depending on ability, desire, and age. We 
are always on the hunt for new talent, so if 
you or your child think that HYT sounds for 
you, we’d love to welcome you. 
Luke Bateman and Elliott Williams
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A J Robinson
Painting and Decorating

Interior/exterior painting and decorating service

Contact Allan on - Tel: 01420 89519 Mob: 07860232233

Email: ajrdecorating@aol.co.uk

Est 1989

www.philipcowdreyplumbingheating.co.uk
Tel/Fax: 01420 89937
Mobile: 07702 192152
Email: pcowdreyphs@gmail.com

LPG
Registered

BUILDING & PLUMBING

David C. Andrews
Building & Plumbing

Established 1967
Employing indentured and certifi ed
tradesmen able to carry out all 
aspects of their respective trades.
No job too small or too big.
Commercial, Industrial,
Domestic.

01420 84454
david.c.andrews67@gmail.com

Solar Power
Installation
Specialist

All electrical
installations
carried out

07774 479570

www.hankinelectrical.co.uk

01420 80935

Part P Compliant

andy.hankin@outlook.com

YOUR LOCAL
PEST CONTROL
EXPERTS

tcpestcontrol@tcpestcontrol.co.uktcpestcontrol.co.uk

Totalcare
pest control

0800 468 1404

We also have a full pest bird proofing and 
fouling clearance service

TotalCare is part of the Cleankill family

Wasps
Rats
Mice
Cockroaches
Moles

Flies
Ants
Fleas
Squirrels
Pigeons

Same day sevice and free onsite advice

pest control
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Non-native invasive species on the northern Wey are a 
matter for concern as they disturb the structure and balance 
of the river community. In the plant world on the banks 
we have Himalayan Balsam and Japanese Knotweed, both 
here more or less under control but animals established are 
American Mink, Brown Rats and Canada Geese (at Alton) 
together with American Signal Crayfish that have displaced 
our native species, the smaller White-clawed Crayfish. The 
settlement of these has been augmented by the earlier 
demise of Otters leaving vacant niches.
Now allowed to browse in Alton Library with relaxing of 
Covid restrictions, I came across a new book on display 
that immediately took my eye. It is Elegy for a River by Tom 
Moorhouse, published this year, 2021, by Doubleday, 
Penguin Group (library catalogue number 599.354 if you 
want to track it down on the shelves). It is framed around 
the author’s 20-year career as a research conservationist, 
starting with his PhD and active fieldwork experience. The 
first part concerns his work on Water Voles and then goes 
on to the demise of the native crayfish and its replacement 
with the American Signal Crayfish, both topics relevant to 
Holybourne. Water Voles used to be part of the fauna of 
the northern Wey but their disappearance was accelerated 
by the invasion of non-native American Mink that prey 
on them and with the earlier demise of the Otter which 
would have acted as a competitor of the Mink. This is all 
part of a national trend that unfolded in the second half 
of the twentieth century. Tom Moorhouse’s research, done 
in a number of short term post-doctoral research grants, 
sadly concludes that as long as the American Mink remain, 
a larger competitor that is a carnivore, the recovery of Water 
Voles remains elusive.
After funding ran out on Water Vole research, Dr 
Moorhouse was offered a grant still concerned with the 
river environment but this time to investigate the problems 
associated with conservation of the native White-clawed 
Crayfish following the establishment of non-native 
American Signal Crayfish, again, a larger competitor. This 
had been brought in for aquaculture, with Government 
enterprise support, in the 1980s, as a larger species to 
supply the crayfish trade as an edible species, ironically 
for export to Scandinavia. Inevitably some accidentally 
escaped into rivers or were deliberately released and in 
the wake of this the smaller native White-clawed Crayfish 
underwent a dramatic decline. I have memories of finding 
native crayfish in streams in north Hampshire and in the 
River Mole at Box Hill, Surrey in the early 1970s and various 
people in Bentley and Farnham were familiar with them in 
the northern Wey until aquaculture of the American Signal 
Crayfish in the Farnham area led to the American species 
colonising the northern Wey right up to Alton. Apart from 
competition for space and resources, in which our native 
crayfish is at a disadvantage, the real driver was the fact that 

the introduced species carried a fungal disease to which 
the American species has evolved a tolerance but which 
proved fatal to the native White-clawed Crayfish bringing 
it almost to the point of extinction. Again, recovery is 
dependent on the removal of the non-native species. The 
crayfish project was essentially data-gathering on the effect 
of trap and removal of the Signal Crayfish prior to attempts 
at re-introduction of White-clawed Crayfish. However, the 
remedy remains as elusive as in the case of the Water Vole. 
On several occasions I have come across the dismembered 
remains of Signal Crayfish (pictured) on the banks of the 
Northern Wey so perhaps our Grey Heron population is 
already lending a hand in its control.
The salutary story of all this is that wherever there is an 
animal or plant problem it is invariably our own species 
that is to blame – importation of American mink and 
American Signal crayfish for commercial purposes (fur 
trade and food industry). These were bright ideas that 
sadly went wrong and that prove difficult and prohibitively 
expensive to remedy. In their native land species are kept 
in check by predation evolved over the years and also 
resistance to an initially harmful disease. Further parallel 
examples of problems from introductions that exist in our 
village include the Ash Dieback Disease (a fungus) arriving 
from international trade in trees with the Ashes in the far 
East being resistant but our native species are not. And 
again, the Harlequin Ladybird from Japan that was used for 
biological control of aphids in greenhouses that escaped 
and thrives in the countryside, competes with our native 
ladybirds for aphids as food and when they are eaten out 
it feasts on our smaller native ladybird larvae.
June Chatfield

Our River



32 Summer 2021 www.holybourne.comHolybourne
Neatham& Village Magazine

The cricket season is well and truly underway. It has been 
so lovely to see the cricket club open on Friday nights for 
Colts nights; the BBQ being lit and the bar open, as well as 
two adult teams playing league cricket at the weekends.
As I said in the last edition, with the vaccination programme 
truly accelerating at the time of writing, the cricket club has, 
to the best of its ability, delivered some form of normality 
to the summer weekends. We 
have been delivering table service 
on Friday and Saturday nights to ensure 
that we are applying COVID protocols and 
have ‘’changed up’’ what we have been 
doing. For many of the Friday nights we 
have had the BBQ up and running, cooking 
HCC burgers and sausages as we always 
have. For a couple of nights through June 
we invited Posh Scoff to the club to offer 
something different. I have to say on all fronts 
it has been brilliant to see and already Friday 
feels like it is ‘back’. I must say it is great to have 
many local Holybourners coming back to say 
hello. When the sun shines, some say that it is 
one of the best beer gardens in Hampshire!! 
Please come down and say hi – as long as the 
weather is good we are open and as my 
teenagers would say: ‘’the vibe’’ 
is a really good and inclusive 
one.
On the cricket front, just back 
playing games feels like success. The 1st XI are undefeated 
in all cricket in 2021 and the 2nd XI on level par of winning 
and losing. As always, the key is to field two consistent 
sides week in week out, so if you haven’t played in a while 
and fancy a game, please get in touch.
We are also launching our ‘’Hog & Slog’’ on Sunday 29th 

August, where there will be a 6-a-side tournament on 
during the day and live music in the evening. What better 
way to celebrate a summer bank holiday than coming to 
the cricket club. Tickets and details are on social channels. 
We are still looking for the next Chair of the committee for 
the club as well as any volunteers that would like to come 
and help, especially on Friday nights. The help is truly 
welcome and appreciated. Can I add a HUGE thanks to 
the committee for all their hard work and effort, just to get 
us to the start line in April was a massive achievement, but 
now they are bringing energy, commitment and new ideas 
to the club. It is impossible to do so well without you all 
… you know who you are!! holybourne_cricket_club

www.holybourne.play-cricket.com @HolybourneCC

Holybourne CC

Finally, stay safe out there all. Come and see us on a Friday 
night in one of the best beer gardens in Hampshire and 
support your local community.  Follow us on Instagram, 
Twitter and Facebook to find out about our social calendar 
for 2021 when we hope to be able to celebrate our 25th 
year properly with friends. 
Andy Maddock (President) & Committee

Cricket club “bowled over” with new lawn mower
The outfield is cut on a regular basis by Alton Town 
Council but the club likes to cut the pitch between 

the wickets themselves as it is very important to how 
the match is actually played. At the start of this season 

our old lawnmower was becoming difficult to repair, so 
it was now time for it to retire gracefully.
Lawn mowers for cricket pitches are highly specialised and 
therefore very expensive. Fortunately the club was able find 
a really good second hand lawn mower costing £3,000. 

The next challenge was to raise the funds needed to buy 
it. Holybourne District Councillor, Cllr Graham 
Hill heard of the need for financial assistance 
at a HVA meeting and was able to step in 
with a grant of £1,000 from his Councillor 
Grant allocation. 

“Playing sport and particularly team sports is 
very important for both physical and mental 
wellbeing, especially after lockdown. I was 

therefore delighted to help as cricket is such a 
key part of Holybourne village life” said Cllr Graham Hill.
As with the start of every season, but more so re-opening 
after the last 18 months with COVID, we wanted to ensure 
that all our equipment was fit 
for purpose. Unfortunately, 
the mower had just come to 
the end of its life at the worst 
possible time, so the grant 
has been hugely helpful in 
contributing the cost. In turn, 
it has ensured that while we 
can, we are able to prepare 
the wicket for cricket every 
week and actually enabled us 
to update and upgrade our 
equipment for the longer term.

Holybourne Cricket ClubHolybourne Cricket Club
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After a lengthy lay off due to the most recent COVID 
Lockdown our season finally kicked off again in March.   It 
had been a season of mixed fortunes for both teams prior 
to lockdown.  The first team had a 100% perfect start to the 
campaign winning all 5 league games and were sitting in a 
strong position at the top of Division 3. The reserves had 
struggled to get into any sort of form and the lockdown 
came at a good time after some heavy demoralising defeats.  
Since the resumption of the season the fortunes of both 
teams changed.  A combination of double headers, injuries 
and losing some key players took its toll on the first team’s 
performances.   After a draw and defeat against 2nd placed 
Milford, we were no longer running away with the league.   
A couple of hard fought out wins and draws however 
proved good enough for us to confirm a 2nd place finish 
in Division 3 and promotion to Division 2.       The reserves 
showed a vast improvement in their performances picking 
up a couple of wins and draws and running the top teams 
close at times.  
Each year as a club we raise money for local charities and 
this year we decided to raise money for MIND Havant & 
East Hants mental charity.   Lockdown has been mentally 
tough for a lot of people and MIND provide support to 
empower anyone experiencing a mental health problem 
and promote wellbeing across Hampshire.  
We were presented with an opportunity to play a match 
at Aldershot Town FC and arrangements were made with 
Farnham Town veterans to play a friendly charity with all 
proceeds going to the MIND charity.  A big thank you to 
our player James Robinson for organising the event and co-
ordinating with the Head of communication at MIND - Mike 
Lock.  On the night with the generous donations of players 
and spectators we raised a total of £300.
Following on from the match, Mike Lock from MIND came 
down personally to thank us and watch our reserves play 
their last game of the season at Anstey Park and expressed 
his gratitude on their website and testimonial here:
On Sunday 6th June Holybourne Veterans played a 
competitive final game of the season in Alton. Prior to 
the kick-off, Holybourne, led by players James Robinson 

and Gary Magee presented HEH Mind with a cheque for 
£300. The donation had been raised through various club 
activities during 2021; and while this was the first time 
Holybourne had donated to HEH Mind, the club regularly 
raise and donate funds to a range of local charities. 
James and Gary expressed that during the covid pandemic 
the club wanted to support local mental health and 
wellbeing services, stating “we managed to raise £300 to 
donate to our local Mind, we are really pleased with that 
and hopefully it will be a small help”. Mike Lock, Head 
of Communications and Community Engagement at HEH 
Mind added “HEH Mind would like to thank every player, 
club member and supporter at Holybourne Veterans FC for 
their donation and for their desire to support our wellbeing 
provision in East Hampshire.”
There is information about HEH Mind, their wellbeing and 
crisis services at easthantsmind.org. Additional information 
about fundraising and other ways to support HEH Mind 
across Hampshire can also be found on their website. 
Finally, after five seasons in charge I have decided to step 
down as first team manager and concentrate on playing 
once again.    It has been a thoroughly enjoyable experience 
and as a club I am proud that we have expanded to two 
teams with fantastic spirit and still have several Holybourne 
villagers involved.   It is now time for someone to take over 
the reins, but I will still be involved in the management 
team in some capacity.

Our end of season awards night will 
be held once again at the White Hart 
and we are still on the lookout for new 
players, so if you are aged 35 or over 
and want to carry on playing and enjoy 
a post-match pint then get in touch.
Gary Magee, Team Manager 
07464 549009

Holybourne Veterans’ Football ClubHolybourne Veterans’ Football Club
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Holybourners: looking to get active after our enforced lay 
off?  The friendly Alton Tennis Club is back after lockdown.  
Club members are delighted to be able to enjoy a sport 
that is so beneficial, energising and perfect for these 
“Covid times” to meet friends and get active in the fresh 
air so we have had a huge interest in court bookings and 
membership.   Tennis is suitable for all ages and abilities 
and is known to reduce stress.
Anyone interested in joining 
is welcome to attend one of 
our mix-in sessions to try us 
out.  The coaching sessions 
are very popular with Will our 
experienced and encouraging 
coach (pictured here), so be 
quick to take up a place on 
those (non-members as well as 
members).  Learn how to play 
tennis and have fun doing it.
You can find us near the new Sports Centre in Alton, and 
we have parking on site.
The mix in sessions are on Tuesday evenings, Wednesday 
afternoons and Friday and Sunday mornings where you can 
play with others of your standard.  
We have a range of membership and playing options, so 
have a quick look at our website www.altontennisclub.org.
uk   to see what’s on offer or you can ring our Secretary 
on 0798 353 2003.  Or if you prefer, send us an e-mail on 
altontennisclub@gmail.com
Sue Hubbard, Club Sec

Iain suffered a life 
changing injury while 
playing rugby in 2013, 
leaving him with damage 
to his neck and shoulder, 
a traumatic frontal lobe 
and diffuse axonal brain 
injury, global weakness on 
his left hand side, Holmes 
Aides syndrome and 
significant cognitive and 
memory impairments. 
After two years of physio 
and rehab he was finally 
able to lift his left arm 
enough to attempt the 
driving range and building 
up to playing a full round.
It wasn’t until we moved to my family home in Holybourne 
to support my Grandfather in 2018 that Iain started playing 
competitive golf with the Disabled Golf Association and 
later that year joined Worldham Golf Club to start playing 
regularly and maintaining a handicap to enable him to play 
in major competitions.
Joining the DGA opened up the possibilities for him and 
after winning a few events, it gave him the confidence to 
develop his game further.  Since his injury he had missed 
playing competitive sport as Rugby is well and truly out of 
the question! So to be able to play amongst some amazing 
sports men and women, who understand the limitations of 
a disability is wonderful.
The English Open is organised by England Golf and 
forms part of the EDGA Tournament schedule which sees 
international events taking place through out the year.  This 
year the Open was held in the beautiful surroundings of 
Whittlebury Park Golf Club in Northamptonshire , with fifty 
disabled golfers taking part in a two day event.  The event 
comprises of The Main Championship (gross competition) 
The Stableford Competition and there are also prizes for 
the Net Men’s and Net Women’s winners.
Playing off a handicap of 21 Iain was entered in Stableford 
competition and saw him play a gruelling two days of golf 
on Wednesday 23rd and Thursday 24th June after a practise 
round on the Tuesday. Despite the fatigue from the practise 
round, Iain started day one with his usual positive attitude 
and resilience, sending his first drive flying down the centre 
of the fairway. The fast greens proved a little tricky at times 
but he completed a solid round placing 4th on the leader 
board at the end of day one.
Day 2 was always going to be the bigger challenge as pain 
and fatigue create even larger obstacles – a normal round 
of golf will result in a day or two of rest to recover - but he 
dug deep and played an even better round, consistently 

English Open for Golfers 
with a disability 2021  

Alton Tennis Club  

hitting big drives and scoring on nearly every hole. With only 
one Stableford group to finish behind us it wasn’t long until 
the results were in. Iain smashed it into 2nd place finishing 
just a few points behind our friend and fellow brain injury 
survivor Graeme, who by all accounts had been kept on his 
toes having discovered Iain was leading to the 15th.
We couldn’t be prouder of Iain’s achievement, to finish 
in Second place against some amazing golfers only a 
few years since entering competitive golf (and given 
the disruptions COVID has caused after recovering from 
an ankle reconstruction in October 2019!) He will now 
be sleeping for a week to recover before joining fellow 
disabled golfers for a team Pro-Am event on 1st July.
Since Iain’s injury, we have been highlighting the importance 
of recognising and treating brain injuries and showcasing 
disabled golf.  You can follow his progress on instagram @
golfingpositives and facebook and instagram @golfersfore. 
Well done Iain, not only did you achieve a brilliant result, 
you did it with a smile on your face, supporting those 
around you and did not let the fatigue, pain or falls get you 
down. We are all so very very proud of you. 
Megan-Beth Millar  
(wife, caddy, chauffeur and lead cheerleader!)
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