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The Shop
We stock an incredible selection of the best rated 

craft beers from around the world but if beers aren’t 

your thing then maybe our selection of artisan Gins, 

Rums, Vodkas, Whiskeys and more can tempt you.

Opening times

Mon - Fri  9am-5pm • Sat  10am-2pm

3.8% A.B.V.
BEST BITTER

alto nomine

4.2% A.B.V.
BEST BITTER

 
  triple�fbrewery

  @triple�fbrewer

  triple�fbrewery

triplefff.com
01420 561422  |  sales@triple�f.com

3 Magpie Works, Station Approach,  

Four Marks, Hampshire, GU34 5HN

Contact Town & Country today.

Town & Country is a trading style of T & C Cars Limited and is a credit broker not a lender.

Model shown: Vitara 1.4 Boosterjet SZ5 manual including dual tone paint (£800) available at £23,299 on the road. Fuel economy and CO2**
results for the Vitara 2019 range Mpg (l/100km): Combined from 44.8 (6.3) to 52.3 (5.3). **CO2 emissions: 143g/km to 121g/km. The fuel
consumption you achieve in real life conditions and CO2 produced will depend upon a number of factors including the accessories fitted
(post-registration), variations in weather, driving styles and vehicle load. **There is a new test used for fuel consumption and CO2 figures.
The CO2 figures shown however, is based on the outgoing test cycle and will be used to calculate vehicle tax on first registration. Only
compare fuel consumption and CO2 figures with other cars tested to the same technical standard.

*0% APR and No Deposit available on all Vitara models. Hire Purchase product available on 0% APR over 24-36 months. Personal Contract
Purchase product available on 0% APR over 25-37 months. Offer is available from participating Authorised Suzuki Dealers only. Offer cannot be
used in conjunction with any other offer unless otherwise stated. Credit is available to UK residents aged 18 years or over, subject to status, from
Suzuki Finance, a trading style of Suzuki Financial Services Ltd, St. William House, Tresillian Terrace, Cardiff, CF10 5BH. This offer is subject to
availability and Suzuki Financial Services Ltd reserves the right to withdraw or amend this offer without notice or prior warning. Suzuki Financial
Services Ltd, part of Lloyds Banking Group. Offer correct at the time of being published. Excludes Channel Islands and Isle of Man.

Request a test drive today

Town & Country Cars
165 London Road, Holybourne, Alton, GU34 4HA, 01420 82288

cars.suzuki.co.uk/dealers/town-country-cars-alton

ROBERT MOODIE 
at Clare Laughland Interiors 

Master Upholsterer 
since 1973 

 
Is your sofa or perhaps your favourite chair 
In need of a little loving care? 
Don’t push it aside or take to the ‘tip’ 
Just give us a ring and we’ll mend it 

Loose covers or fitted, or down to the frame 
We will restore it, elaborate or plain 
Fabrics and braids for us to enhance 
Our craftsmanship’s shown if given the chance 

Specialists in reupholstery of antique 
and contemporary furniture 

 
Workshop: The Old Milking Parlour, Mellow Farm, 

Dockenfield, Surrey, GU10 4HH 
robertmoodie@clarelaughland.co.uk 
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Well, the plague rumbles on, Spurs lose (again) and while I 
have avoided Covid (thank you scientists) I have contracted 
the mother of all colds. In short, I need Christmas to boost 
my spirits and nothing does it quite as well as watching my 
grandchildren on Christmas day. The Rev Gordon does like 
to remind us it is Someone’s Birthday and I know that the 
Church will be arranging all kinds of Christmas events, the 
HVA are holding their usual Carols by the Tree at the pub 
and a spirit of goodwill to all men will pervade for a day of 
so. And then what? It would be so easy to slip into “Here 
we go again” as Covid numbers rise and restrictions are 
maintained.  One of my personal lifts comes from editing 
this magazine and I enjoy the intimacy with village affairs 
that my role and membership of the HVA gives me. I am 
now in my fourth year as Editor and feel strongly that it is 
time someone else had a go. I’d be very happy to support, 
help and mentor anyone who fancies it. It really is not 
terribly onerous. 
Rob Law produced a brilliant Fireworks display after 
the disappointment of lockdown cancellations, Adrian 
Stratta does the village proud with his organisation of our 
Remembrance Ceremony and we have the first female 
Chair of the HVA in the person of Kellie-Jayne Cox. All are 
working hard for the village but everything we do could be 
enriched if we had more volunteer support. Lots of things 
could happen if people were prepared to get stuck in and 
organise them. Please contact me or the HVA if you feel 
there is anything you could do or would like have a go at. 
We have had to bid a very sad farewell to Carey and Lorne 
Robertson, the White Hart landlords for the past five years. 
Their contribution to village life, not always sung from the 
rooftops, has been massive and particularly so during 
lockdown. Lorne’s creation of the village Whatsapp group 
has been central to communication in the village and been 
such a wonderfully enabling medium for so many. We thank 
you and wish you ever success in the future.
Alton Town Council’s funding to the tune of £30k has 
enabled a really good refurbishment of the village 
playground and I am grateful for the support of Councillor 
Graham Hill in facilitating that work. Please, can everyone 
keep an eye on it so it can be enjoyed for years to come. 
I wish everyone a very happy Christmas and the best of luck 
in the New Year. Surely things can only get better? From 
myself, the advertising team of Kay Tomlinson and Vickie 
Kemp and our designer Stephen Lewis, have a super 2022.
Jerry Janes, Editor   jerrymjj@outlook.com
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Holybourne Village Playground : major refurbishment
Some time ago, while pushing my granddaughter on a swing, 
I noticed a parent filling in a hole at the bottom of the slide. 
Asking him what he was up to, he pointed out the danger 
and said that he felt it needed to be addressed.  I came 
away, marvelling at his gesture but also reminded of the 
value to the village of the playground and its equipment. By 
the time of delivery of the magazine, the refurbished village 
playground will have been up and enjoyed for a month 
or so. Clearly those responsible for steering the project all 
hope that it is appreciated by its users and looked after 
by the community that it serves. Inevitably with a limited 
budget it will never be possible to meet all the needs of 
all the people and I am acutely aware that older children 
will not find a great deal to thrill them in the new facilities. 

Jerry Janes & Graham Hill

The village was granted £30,000 by Alton Town Council 
for the refurbishment. This seems an extraordinary amount 
of money and enough surely to build something rivalling 
Alton Towers? Sadly these things come at a price and much 
as we would have liked to have provided concrete table 
tennis tables for instance, it just wasn’t possible. Having 
said that, perhaps there are people in the village who might 
like to take on fundraising for such items?
Having appealed, largely unsuccessfully, for advice on 
what to provide, it was really left to myself, the proud 
grandparent of young children and Cllr Graham Hill, our 
Town and District Councillor, to prioritise what might be 
possible.  Our initial budget of £20,000 was increased by 
fifty per cent to enhance “inclusivity” for disabled and very 
young children and this has allowed us to provide much 
more than would otherwise have been possible.  Gone are 
the hopeless swings for younger children which have been 
replaced by better ones that allow more excitement for our 
youngest customers. 
The popular balance walk which had deteriorated so much 
over the years has been replaced and enhanced by a much 
more challenging circuit which now links to the Monkey 
bars.  A new climbing frame for little ones and a new shelter 
for older ones are among things that have been provided.  
Safety has been at the forefront of everyone’s thinking and 
we hope we have provided an exciting array of challenges 
that engage all children.  The old favourites such as the Zip 
Wire and circular swings have been retained and the village 
now has a playground of which to be proud. Let’s all keep 
an eye on it to maintain it so it can continue to be enjoyed 
by another generation of children.
We have also included a shelter to provide cover for 
children and parents whenever it rains or the sun shines 
too strongly. Being open on two sides it enables parents to 
keep a watchful eye on their children.
Councillor Graham Hill is certainly very pleased with what 
has been achieved. “It’s been great that we have been able 
to secure funding for this project in the village.  The Town 
Council is delighted to have been able to make significant 
improvements to what was here already. All this funding 
comes from developer contributions relating to house 
building in Alton and is the biggest investment ever in 
Holybourne.  Let’s all enjoy seeing it being used safely.”
Local mum Leah Edwards is delighted with the new 
provision. “It’s beyond amazing, especially for smaller 
children now, and you can really see the thought and care 
that has gone into the park. We 
love it and to live only 100 metres 
away makes us incredibly lucky!” 
If you would like to organise fund 
raising for further equipment, 
please do get in touch the HVA 
or with the magazine editor with 
your ideas.
Jerry Janes
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The HVA has a new Chair in 
the person of Kellie-Jayne 
Cox and she starts her term 
of office with these words 

about her predecessor:
On behalf of the HVA I would like to express thanks and 
gratitude to David Houghton for his wonderful efforts and 
hard work in chairing the HVA for the last three years. David 
has steered the committee during this time which has no 
doubt benefited all of us who live in the village.  Thank you 
David from us all, I have big shoes to fill!
For those that do have a genuine passion for events and 
issues that affect our village please do think about joining 
our committee or attending some meetings. We are always 
grateful for the contribution of our guest speakers. We meet 
on the second Tuesday of every month (apart from August) 
at 8pm. Meetings in person have now resumed at the 
village hall, but it is possible for people to join via zoom 
should they wish to attend virtually.
Best wishes to all who live in Holybourne.
Kellie-Jayne Cox chairman@holybourne.com

Dear Friends
Well another year has rolled 
past. I can’t believe that it 
is almost Christmas. I have 
spoken to the cat about 
this pandemic and (as I 
suspected) she knew far 
more than myself.  The cat 
reports that this situation is 
now ‘the new normal’ and I should expect the humans to 
be working from home for the foreseeable future.  This is 
great from my perspective as it means I get to go for a walk 
at least once a day as everyone like to get out for a leg 
stretch.  Unbelievable as it may sound but sometimes there 
is an argument about who is going to take me.  I have also 
been fortunate in that sometimes I don’t have to walk in the 
rain as the humans wait until the rain has stopped as they 
too don’t like getting wet.  The children have gone back to 
school so the house is less chaotic.  I am no longer accused 
of being in the way which definitely is a good thing.
I have been taken on so many lovely walks – Frensham 
Ponds was excellent.  This walk combined my love of 
walking with my love of swimming.  It was a great game 
chasing the humans (both big and small) when I came out 
the water.  We have also walked in Beech woods – I saw a 
deer not so long ago there.  I have also been taken to Hinton 
Amptner several times which is a National Trust Property in 
Bramdean.  Lots of lovely walks although some of the time 
I had to be on a lead.  The humans took a picnic and had 
lunch outside under a tree.  I managed to surreptitiously eat 
a pork pie – it was a great day out!
The walks around the village remain great fun.  I note that 
the fireworks will be taking place once more on the cricket 
pitch.  The cat has already told me how much she dislikes 
the big bangs and has said she will be spending the night 
in front of the fire.  I will probably try and join her although 
the rug never seems quite large enough for the pair of us. 
I have some sad news – my much loved friends Daisy and 
Lily are leaving the village.  This has been hard to accept.  
Their humans run the village pub – The White Hart.  They 
have always welcomed me there and there has always 
been a tasty treat.  I will miss them ever such a lot and wish 
that they will come and see us often. 
Wishing you a very merry Christmas – enjoy the festivities 
and don’t eat too much turkey.
With love.

Holybourne
Village
Association

A Dog’s Life...
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Books Beat Boredom!
Looking for something to do while at home?
We would love you to listen to children read 
or read to them while they’re not at school.

Introduce your favourite book to the younger 
generation; let them introduce you to one of 
their favourite books or pick an entirely new 
book – all that we ask is the book chosen is 
age appropriate.  Children would benefit from 
the reading routine while not at school and 
it will hopefully provide some much needed 
entertainment and company for people at 
home.  All interaction will take place remotely 
on whatever technology is available for both 
listener and reader.
Holybourne & Neatham children will 

be matched with local 
residents.  If you are 
interested   in finding 
out more (whether 
parent of child or 

resident), please contact                                     
Tessa Laughton:  

tessa.laughton@gmail.com

We are a small group of  mature
carers who can provide care in the

privacy of  your own home.

Assistance with personal care
Continence care

Arranging appointments
Meal preparation, shopping

Light housework
Daytime sitting service

Overnight stays

We are all insured and work
independently but still work together

as a team so we can provide cover
for any holidays or sickness.

References available
Tel: Carol 07753 178468

Email: c.may981@btinternet.com

CAN'T YOU DO
ANYTHING RIGHT ?

HOME COMPUTER SUPPORT & TUITION
" My PC Home Help ! "

Friendly, Professional Support for
Windows PC, Apple Computers, iPads etc.

visit: www.myPChomehelp.co.uk

Computer Repairs, Virus Removal & Upgrades
Broadband Wired/Wireless Solutions & Setup
One To One Home Tuition for all Abilities
Smart TVs and other Home Technology

I Supply, Install & Support PCs, iMacs & iPads

Call RICHARD SIERS on Bentley (01420) 22844
enquiries@myPChomehelp.co.uk

Free quotation and
consultation
Fully qualified and
insured
References available

Specialists in Ponds,
Water Features, Paving
and Timberwork

For all your
hard and soft
landscaping needs

Tel: 01730 601931
Mob: 07795 615526

thrivelandscapes@aol.com
www.thrivelandscapes.org
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A Day in the Life...
I arrived at nine this morning and ran to see what activities 
had been set up for us today. I especially asked for the 
pirates yesterday before I went home, so it was brilliant 
to see a big trough of water flowing around islands with 
a water wheel, boats, treasure chests and of course lots 
of pirates everywhere! I got stuck in straight away. I was 
getting quite wet, when Sue asked me to find my name 
and put it in the pocket of the “Who’s at pre-school today?” 
chart. It was easy to find mine, I see it every day on my coat 
peg, my water bottle and shoes and I write it on all my 
pictures and cards so I know they are mine at home time.
I heard “Meunier” playing in the music room so I knew 
it was time for French. I joined in, “Bonjour Sarah, ça va 
bien!” We sang songs with actions and then looked in the 
sac magique and found lots of toy animals: mouton, vache, 
cochon.. and we counted them together. We played my 
favourite game with the colours bag. Sarah always brings 
different coloured items and we learn new colours as we 
dip our hand in the bag and pull something out. So far we 
know, rouge, bleu, orange, vert, violet, rose, noir et blanc. 
Today’s French story was “Jouons à cache-cache”; I could 
tell it was about a brother and sister playing hide-and-seek. 
I liked lifting the flaps to help look inside cupboards and 
under furniture in their house. I got a sticker for doing well 
in French – I stuck it on my water bottle, it said “Bon travail.”
Snack time was good, I had milk with my grapes and my 
friend Archie sat by me. Archie and I are both going to 
Andrews’s Endowed school in September. Our teacher 
is coming to visit us soon at pre-school so we will know 
her quite well by the time we start big school. We finished 
snack quickly so that we could go outside to play. There are 
different toys every day – my favourite is the sandpit under 
the sunshade. Today the bikes and scooters were out. I had 
to pedal hard along the track because Archie came on the 
two-seater bike as a passenger. 
By lunchtime I was happy to have a rest and enjoy my 
packed lunch while chatting to my friends. I know which 
foods are healthy for me and that it’s important to drink 
plenty of water every day because we talked about it at 
carpet time.
After lunch I chose the role-play area – today it was set up 
as a doctor’s surgery. I had lots of calls on the telephone 
and the appointment book was full. The nurse and I had 
lots of patients who needed bandages as well as medicine.
Jess asked me to go and make a gift for my Dad for Father’s 
Day. It’s a secret but it involved clay. In a few days, when 
it’s dry, I’ll use lots of lovely paint on it. I can already tell my 
Dad will love it because he always loves things I make for 
him. 
After another play outside on the roller boards (I am very 
proud that I can now clip my own helmet on and take it 

off again) I remembered I needed to make a card for Nana 
and Grandad because I am going to visit them tomorrow. 
I decided to do a painting of myself too. I hung it up to 
dry on the line using pegs. The painting was for my friend 
who lives at The Lawns. I can’t go indoors to see her at the 
moment, but I still wave to her through the window when 
we go over to the garden there to practise for sports day 
and she looked really happy when I showed her my basket 
of chocolate eggs which I found in the Lawns garden for 
pre-school’s Easter egg hunt this year.
We did some singing and dancing in a big circle with Jess 
and then it was time for stories. The first one we chose was 
“The Very Hungry Caterpillar” because we’ve been watching 
our caterpillars at pre-school change into chrysalises over 
the past two weeks and they ate SO much it was amazing! 
We check on them every day and today the last chrysalis 
hatched out of its cocoon as a butterfly. We put flowers 
inside the net and some sugar solution for it to eat because 
it’s not ready to leave yet, until its wings dry out. After 
story time, Sue asked us what we would like to play with 
tomorrow at pre-school. We all shouted “climbing frame” 
and “trampoline!”
As I went to collect my coat ready for home time, I 
remembered to go and check on my sunflower. I planted 
it at pre-school weeks ago and it’s getting really tall. All 
the children at pre-school are growing a sunflower for the 
village competition. I’m excited to see if mine will win!
Ready with my lunch box, water bottle, card and coat, I’m 
all set to go home. I can get my coat on and off by myself 
as well as my shoes. Doing these things at pre-school every 
day has given me lots of practise for going to big school. 
We’ve also been practising getting changed for PE ready for 
big school in September. I showed Mum and Dad at home 
and they said I am nearly as fast as my big brother and he’s 
in Year 1 already!
I say goodbye to everyone at pre-school and soon I’m 
walking with my Mum towards Andrews’ Endowed, to 
collect my brother. Mum asks me, “So what did you do at 
pre-school today?” Err, this could take a while…
Martha, pupil of Holybourne Village Pre-school, age 4.

Holybourne Village Pre-school has an experienced team 
of practitioners, with many years of supporting children 
through a happy early years phase, helping them settle, 
building their confidence and independence and finally 
preparing them for primary school. We have excellent 
relationships with local primary schools. We are receiving 
a high level of enquiries about places for September, so 
if you are interested in visiting Holybourne Village Pre-
school, please call us for a chat on 07748824942 or email 
us holybournevillagepreschool@yahoo.co.uk  Alternatively, 
more information can be found on our Facebook page.
Kate Gee

Holybourne Village Pre-School
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ROOKERY
BARNS LTD

Complete your country home...

Quality, Style and Service since 1998
tel: 01420 488870 | www.rookerybarns.com

As your local barn specialist, we have designed and 
constructed over 900 oak barn-style buildings in the last 20 
years. We offer to take care of every stage of your project:     

� Designing your barn
� Securing planning approval if required
� Groundworks and landscaping
� Barn construction and erection
� Roofing, electrics and internal fit-out
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Villagers will probably be aware of the campaign mounted 
to oppose the construction of twelve hundred houses on 
Chawton Park Farm. Some well-organised, well-funded and 
well-targeted pressure has forced East Hampshire District 
Council to consider again the sense of building in that 
location. It’s not out of the woods yet (pun intended) but 
questions have been raised in the highest quarters which 
may result in that site being rejected.
So why might this be important to Holybourne?  EHDC is 
obliged by the government to formulate a Local Plan which 
identifies appropriate sites for development which meets 
the Government’s housing targets.  The Chawton Park Farm 
site is on this list as a highly placed candidate but if that site 
is rejected then the Council will have to find somewhere 
else for a huge number of new houses. One site now being 
brought back into focus is at Neatham Down which lies 
on the other side of the A31 Alton by-pass opposite the 
industrial estate.  Such a proposal would see six hundred 
or more houses being built in a development in green 
fields and which breaks for the first time the unwritten 
policy that Alton would not breach the barrier provided by 
the by-pass. If this is accepted then we could see the by-
pass becoming an inner relief road and Alton (or whatever 
it would be called) marching unrelentingly towards the 
boundary of the South Downs National Park. 
Does this matter to Holybourne? The impact on traffic, 
schools, medical care and local infrastructure would be 
huge and the new settlement so disconnected from Alton 
that Council Planners originally dismissed it outright. It 
would have no connection to the town, lie entirely separate 
from the town and be unsustainably remote from the town 
in any way other than by car. It would alter irrevocably 

Neatham Down 
new town???

the appearance of Alton and be a bigger settlement than 
Holybourne itself.
Do we want this or care? I have always supported 
appropriate development and even when a Member of 
EHDC’s Planning Committee I had a reputation for promoting 
development. Communities die when populations age. I 
can remember a decade ago when a village school not a 
million miles from Alton had two pupils from that village 
in the school as the residents aged out of families and into 
retirement. I’d hate to see that in Holybourne and love to 
see the traffic of students to Andrews Endowed, Eggars 
and the College marching past each day. This can only be 
maintained by sensible, reasonable development of family 
homes. The key I would argue however is in the words 
“sensible” and “reasonable”. In my humble opinion, what 
is being proposed in Neatham is neither of those. Which 
community would those families belong to? Who would 
define that side of the A31 as Alton?
Currently because of the existence of the National Park 
in which development is severely restricted, 90% of all 
development in East Hampshire has to take place outside 
the Park. In simple terms, of the two biggest settlements in 
East Hampshire, Alton and Petersfield, Alton must take nine 
houses to every one that Petersfield takes. I pity first time 
buyers in Petersfield but it puts huge pressure on Alton, 
Bordon and Liphook for example. 
So what can we do? If you feel this would be a disastrous 
development for Holybourne and Alton then please join 
the steering group set up by the HVA to plan a campaign 
of opposition. We need to be as well organised as the 
Chawton Park campaigners have been. If we do nothing 
then that six hundred will grow and grow and far from 
being on the edge of Alton, we might end up surrounded 
by Alton. Contact your District Councillor Graham Hill 
(Graham.Hill@easthants.gov.uk) and let him know how 
you feel. The group being set up to oppose it can be 
contacted via the HVA Facebook page or website. Give it 
some serious thought. Your village needs you!
Jerry Janes
Images taken from report commissioned by EHDC, available 
as a PDF from: www.easthants.gov.uk/draft-local-plan
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Lynch Hill site viewed from the south west from the A31 (Google Street View)

Lynch Hill site in red outline;
Cream area is EHDC’s existing settlement policy boundary

Since becoming the representative of Holybourne Village 
Association (HVA) for the Alton and District Residents’ 
Association (ADRA) I have made fairly regular trips across 
to Penns Place (EHDC HQ) to make the Councillors and 
planners aware of the views of Holybourne residents which 
are not always the same as of the rest of Alton.
While Holybourne village is part of the Alton Town Council 
area and HVA has the status of a Residents’ Association, 
Holybourne is a village in its own right with its own history 
and identity. It is the only part of Alton with its own 
ancient Church, Pub, Village shop, Village Hall, Theatre 
and historic (18th century) School. Not many Residents’ 
Associations can boast all this and put on a Firework 
Display, a Remembrance parade and a Community Carol 
Service outside the Pub every year. We therefore have a lot 
to preserve.
A major problem for us is that Holybourne is on the very 
edge of the Alton Town Council area and the plans that 
affect us are often not in the Holybourne Ward or even in 
the ATC area. The plan to develop Lynch Hill will affect us, 

Protecting Holybourne from the Protecting Holybourne from the 
developers & keeping residents safedevelopers & keeping residents safe

both visually and practically, far more than the rest of Alton, 
or Binsted in whose Parish it sits.
Having fought off the development, in partnership with 
ATC, several times, it finally slipped through in August 2019 
when most people were on holiday.
The industrial development of Lynch Hill will be an 
eyesore, particularly for Holybourne because of the rising 
land behind the village and will be clearly visible from 
Brockham Down. The site is much less visible from other 
parts of Alton and completely invisible from Binsted.
A far bigger problem, however, will be the access to the 
site. Unless the access road can be built across a ransom 
strip from Waterbrook Road, the Planning Authority has 
given permission for another junction from Montecchio 
Way between the A31 roundabout and Mill Lane (indicated 
by arrow on plan). Locally we are very concerned about 
the danger of another junction on such a short distance of 
road, which will mainly be used by heavy lorries moving off 
towards the A31 from a standing start across Montecchio 
Way. Strangely, Hampshire Highways made no objection.
This situation has now been exacerbated by planning 
permission being given to the Lidl development on Mill 
Lane, not in the Holybourne Ward but again affecting us far 
more than the residents of the neighbouring Ashdell Ward, 
especially as it will increase traffic at the junction of Mill 
Lane and Montecchio Way and introduce yet another set 
of traffic lights.
Another decision in this case, which will make life much 
more difficult for Holybourne and Barley Fields residents 
is the acceptance by the Planners to put the pedestrian 
access (pavement) on the “wrong side” of Montecchio 
Way which will mean people crossing Montecchio Way via 
an unregulated crossing between two set of traffic lights 
and traffic moving between lanes, or walking to the new 
shopping area along an unmade grass verge.
It is unfortunately too late for us to change the decision 
about the Lynch Hill development but we do still have time 
to influence the pedestrian route to the Lidl shopping area 
and must make every effort to do so.
Pat Lerew

Viewpoint
for top image

Proposed site
entry point
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Many apologies for the lack of recent updates from 
Holybourne Village Hall. The various lockdowns and 
Covid-19 restrictions have played havoc with the hall, its 
income and plans, and for a long period it was only open 
for Holybourne Village Pre-School.  With the gradual re-
opening we have had to implement various steps (one-
way systems, signage, hand sanitisers etc.) and, although 
the trustees have worked hard on this, reporting on it would 
not have made fascinating reading in the village magazine!
Our long-delayed Toilets Refurbishment is finally complete, 
and the trustees are extremely pleased with the results.  
Gone are the utilitarian whitewashed breeze blocks, 
replaced by painted plastered walls, making it look less 
like a neglected and unloved public convenience!  New, 
modern sanitary ware, and a greatly improved and 
regulated hot water heating system have been installed.  
The difference is staggering.  Grants were applied for 
from many funders, and our particular thanks go to East 
Hampshire District Council, iGas, and Alton Town Council 
for their grants in support of the project.
New heating controls have been installed in the main 
hall – the rather unreliable meter that needed to be fed 
with pound coins is no more, which should make the 
environment more pleasant and easier to control.  Currently 
the hall is absorbing the additional cost, particularly as we 
come into the coldest part of the year, but the impact will 
need to be assessed and the hire charges may be revised 
accordingly to compensate.

The Winners: 
• Paula Perkins: Tallest (10ft and was still growing)
• Barbara Hogg: Most majestic
• Lynda Croucher: Most total heads (54) and still counting 
• Erin Wills: Best and most dinner guests (bumble bees etc)
• Di Martin: Highest plus youngest child height 13.3ft and 

still growing, both child and sunflower !!!
We had so many categories including “The sunflower 
with no Heads”, the “Lazarus award”, the “Mice got mine” 
award, the Lankiest award, the “Against all odds” award, 
the “Seven dwarfs” award, and yes, the list was endless.
81 households participated and the village was awash with 
red sunflowers, so thank you to everyone. Everyone was a 
winner, with trophies for the winners and packets of seeds 
for everyone else, so if you haven’t picked up your packet 
of seeds yet please contact me. Get your gardens ready 
though for next year as the competition will be run again.
Ysanne Legg

The Village Hall is an ageing building and requires quite a 
bit of maintenance to keep it in shape.  Next on the list is 
the roof on the “lean to” section of the building, particularly 
the windows embedded in the roof over the tables and 
chairs store.  At the time of writing, plans for a fund-raising 
wine-tasting evening are in the advanced stage and it is 
hoped that this will make a significant contribution to the 
cost of the project.  We are also planning the return of the 
Spring Fundraising Quiz, at the moment pencilled in for 
Saturday 4th March. Quizmistress Hilary “Mrs” Amor has 
offered to set the questions this time, and it is hoped we 
can beat our previous fundraising record of £700!
Unfortunately, we have lost our WI representative trustee 
and two of the other trustees have announced their intention 
to step down at the next AGM.  If you want to help make 
a difference to your Village Hall, can spare some time and 
are interested in stepping up then please let us know – 
we meet for around 90 minutes every couple of months.  
There are a few legal obligations involved, but these are 
not onerous and with several trustees having served well 
over ten years there has never been a hint of trouble as we 
all look out for each other.  If you’re interested, please drop 
an email to villagehall@holybourne.com for more details.  
We also hold occasional “Working Parties” where volunteers 
attempt any maintenance tasks that fall outside the usual 
weekly cleaner’s responsibilities, but do not require 
specialist skills or knowledge – essentially if you can hold a 
trowel, a screwdriver or paintbrush and can spare an hour 
or so then we’d love to see you.  Check out our Holybourne 
Village Hall Facebook page for details of the next one. 
Ben Kemp

Red Sunflower 
competition 2021

Village Village 
Hall NewsHall News
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Just when 6 year old, John, should be out playing chase 
in the school playground with his friends, he’s stuck in 
hospital having yet more tests, and dose after dose of 
chemotherapy.
Just when 12 year old Amanda should be performing in 
the school Christmas Play with her friends, she’s in hospital 
again having a partial removal of a tumour.
Just when teenager Cheryl should be out with her friends, 
she’s here in hospital without a hair on her head and looking 
like a shadow of the girl she was a few years ago.
Just when Mums and Dads should be glowing with pride 
at their children’s achievements in everyday life, they are 
sleeping alternate nights in their children’s rooms, trying to 
stay positive, putting on brave faces but wondering what 
the futures are for their beautiful children. Waking each 
day with this enormous cloud hanging over them, they 
are hoping, beyond hope, that the wonderful teams of 
surgeons and nurses that care for their children can achieve 
the miracle of restoring normal life to these young children 
who have done nothing to deserve such devastating 
illnesses.
Great Ormond Street Children’s Charity works ceaselessly to 
ease the burden on families, raise their spirits and support 
children and young people through life-saving  treatment.

If you have a baby or toddler, would love to meet some 
other families in the area and have some time where the 
little one/s in your care can do some craft, play games, sing 
songs and learn a little bit about Jesus then Teddies is the 
place for you!    
The Teddies meet on a Wednesday morning at Holy Rood 
Church from 9.45am until 10.30am, when we always finish 
with a ‘teddy bear hunt’.
We are currently a small group, but we would love to have 
a few more people join us.   
There is no charge, but there are refreshments and you will 
find a warm welcome.   Perhaps you would like to bring 
along your own teddy with you?!
If you have any questions please contact Sarah, who leads 
the group, or Ruth (details below).  
We look forward to greeting some new ‘Teddies’ very soon.
The Teddies Team: Sarah, Alan and Ruth   
Ruth (ruthmaryrandall@gmail.com/ 01420 549567)
Sarah (sarahebbutt@gmail.com)

Great Ormond Great Ormond 
Street Hospital Street Hospital 
Children’s CharityChildren’s Charity

Teddies!Teddies!

In any children’s hospital the environment has a profound 
effect on mood and wellbeing, helping children and 
families who are dealing with intense stress.
In Great Ormond Street hospital, the GOSH charity 
fund finances Support Teams in three main ways. First, 
it provides Play Experts, who interact with patients and 
siblings each day, to bring fun into the hospital and help 
patients come to terms with their illnesses. Secondly, 
the GOSH Arts team provides creative stimulation and 
brightens up the community with art and lots of live music, 
including bringing in soloists and musical groups, as well 
as celebrities from the sports world and from TV and film. 
Thirdly, it supports the non-denominational team of people 
providing religious guidance, prayers and companionship 
to children and adults alike. 
Importantly, the Charity also helps provide accommodation 
for parents to stay overnight with their offspring which, of 
course, is vital for the child’s reassurance.
Donations to the charity are essential to maintain its work 
and the contribution of £555 to the fund made in October 
by Holybourne  residents is much appreciated by the 
families and medical staff alike.
So, the GOSH Children’s Charity says “Thank You to all those 
who contributed. Thanks Holybourne.”
Barrie Lawrence
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At 1045, the pipes and drums from the Rose and Thistle 
Band burst through the air on a dry crisp autumn morning, 
a welcome change from the downpours of years past.  
Holybourne’s Annual Remembrance was underway; the 
people were determined to march, a community emerging 
from lockdown and COVID.  The parade reflected this; 
back were the crowds, the band were over double their 
number from years past, as were the cadets, schools 
and scouts. This is what Remembrance is all about; never 
forgetting the sacrifice of those before, giving their today for 
our tomorrow.  This was our community bonding, coming 
together to demonstrate recognition, love and affection for 
one another, the children coming to learn and understand 
why this event is so important and what it means.  It has to 
be said the children always become the stars of any show.
 The why of Remembrance has been all around us.  It was 
100 years ago that Royal British Legion were formed at the 
end of the First World War.  Then, as now, their mission 
was to assist and support ex-service personnel; to sustain 
their health and welfare, addressing both the mentally and 
physically wounded.  In parallel with today, the legion 
created the first TB hospital 100 years ago for the numerous 
trench causalities and came to treat the subsequent victims 
of Spanish Flu.  
Major Stratta also paid tribute to the conduct of British 
soldiers around the harrowing and challenging situation 
they found themselves under during the extraction from 
Kabul.  Denoting the cessation of conflict from which the 
UK has been embroiled for the last 20 years, the Wars on 
Terror, arising from the 9/11 atrocities, are nominally ‘over’ 
for us but what has been left behind?  It was evident 
our soldiers acted selflessly, with humanity and dignity.  
Whatever one might think of the political shenanigans and 
directions, the community will always answer the call, as 
before, to conduct and behave to the highest traditions of 
our forebears.
The parade stood silent, a huge reflective group.  Revd 
Gordon Randall offered his direction and prayers to guide 
our thoughts.  A big thank you to the many villagers who 

make this event happen. We are grateful for our Civic and 
Serving leaders for attending and representing us during 
such testing times.  Leading the wreath laying was Damian 
Hinds MP, followed by the Mayor Cllr Pam Jones and 
Councillors.  For the Forces, Captain John Fitzpatrick RN led 
the way followed by Luke Watson Royal Signals, and Flying 
Officer Moxham from Odiham, who delivered the Kohima 
Epitaph. Laying the Police wreath was WPC Paula Jackson, 
who has served locally her full career and due for retirement 
this year.  It was heartening to see so many children laying 
wreaths from the Scouts, Cadets and schools; each such 
budding stars of our future. A few poor young souls wilted, 
a shame, yet our former HVA Chair Christopher Everett was 
on hand with his medical bag and prescription (at 87), 
demanding more Ready Brek for kids!
As we marched off to The White Hart to listen to the 
band play outside and enjoy the Remembrance punch, I 
will reflect on Lorne and Carey.  Sadly they are leaving the 
pub after their five years of service to the community, as 
expressed by Lorne who kindly stepped-in as speaker to 
say a heartfelt goodbye.  He spoke poignantly of his youth 
in Canada, gave thanks to the community for their support 
over the COVID times and what it meant to them both, to 
keep the continuity spirit of Remembrance.  It is not only 
the acts of the highest and mighty, but also the humbling 
and humanitarian service from the unseen that binds us 
all within this, our very special village community. We Will 
Remember Them.
Maj (Retd) AM Stratta PARA

Battlefields Trip 2022
If anyone would like to see the context of the First World War, 
I will be organising another Battlefields trip to Belgium and 
France around Easter next Spring. It has proved to be a hugely 
moving and informative trip for villagers, friends and family 
and if you are interested, please drop me an email and I’ll add 
you to the mailing list. All Covid allowing of course...  
Jerry Janes – jerrymjj@outlook.com

Act ofAct of
RemembranceRemembrance



14 Winter 2021 www.holybourne.comHolybourne
Neatham& Village Magazine

Many people in Holybourne have helped out during the 
pandemic; medical staff, volunteers providing ‘neighbour-
care’, those helping at vaccination centres and so on, 
but if you are a member of the Holybourne Support Hub 
on WhatsApp you can’t have failed to notice the calm 
advice that Helen Walters has offered since the start of the 
pandemic regarding Covid 19, particularly at the beginning 
of lockdown in the spring of 2020.   
As a public health consultant, Helen continues to share her 
experience and knowledge with us as a village and, as such, 
her ‘voice’ is well respected throughout the community as 
she has posted up to date information and data.     It is 
for this reason, along with the fact that she helped ‘rally 
the troops’ who made the scrubs for the local surgeries 
last year, that Helen has been nominated as a ‘Holybourne 
Hero’. 
However, you should also be aware that Helen is involved 
in many other aspects of village life including:
• Member of the Living Space team, a small group that helps 

to run the church under the leadership of Rev Gordon
• Leading prayers on Sunday mornings in a thoughtful and 

reflective manner
• Playing the flute as part of the church band
• Being a key member of the Crib Service planning team
• Helping to arrange ‘Carols around the Christmas Tree’ 

outside the White Hart

Holybourne Hero: Helen WaltersHolybourne Hero: Helen Walters

• As a member of Cycle Alton, signposting us all to new 
initiatives including cycle trails and training, and helping 
the Eco Church team of the Parish of the Resurrection to 
install cycle racks at Holy Rood Church

Phew! I feel exhausted…and I haven’t even mentioned 
Helen’s job or the fact that she is married to Charlie and 
supports their two grown up children Beth and Jacob!   
I hope you will join me in offering our grateful thanks to 
Helen for all she does for us in our wonderful village. 
Ruth Randall
I support Ruth’s nomination wholeheartedly. Helen keeps 
us all on the straight and narrow without being officious or 
condescending. Her “here’s the evidence, take it or leave 
it” attitude has been so helpful during the pandemic.Ed

Noah WolfeNoah Wolfe
Life in the fast laneLife in the fast lane
Noah is a 12 years old resident of Holybourne. He 
had an extremely successful 2021, racing in 2 different 
cadet kart series, making history by becoming the first 
double KartMasters GP Cadet Champion in 26 years 
and achieving some amazing results (see lower left).
Noah now moves into the very tough Junior series 
where he will be racing much older competitors.  
In readiness for 2022, his intensive winter training 
programme includes track sessions, fitness sessions, 
simulator sessions and mental coaching sessions.
Noah, who recently started at Eggars School said, “I 
am very excited about the challenges I have ahead 
with my racing and my new school. I am looking 
forward to learning lots in 2022 and seeing what we 
can achieve.”
Noah has a big team to help him navigate his way 
to hitting his goals and will once again be relying on 
everyone for their support.
You can follow Noah by checking:  
Instagram: noahwolferacing  
Web: www.noahwolferacing.com 

Honda Cadet 2021
Vice British Champion PF Challenge Cup Champion  
British Open Champion KartMasters GP Champion  

Total of 9 Final Wins & 7 Fastest Laps
 

IAME Cadet 2021
3rd in British Championships IAME WaterSwift 2021  
KartMasters GP Champion 10th in the World Championships  

Total of 6 Final Wins & 6 Fastest Laps 
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On November 6th, the skies above Holybourne Sports Field 
were illuminated by a stunning display of pyrotechnics, 
restarting an annual tradition that was sadly disrupted by 
last year’s lockdowns.
The event was a total sell-out, with audience numbers 
limited for insurance purposes. All profits will be donated 
to support good causes in the village.
Local villagers came together to organise and marshal 
the event, which takes a surprising amount of effort and 
planning. Of specific note was the food and drink ably and 
cheerfully provided by the White Hart’s Lorne and Carey, 
supported by a volunteer bar team. Jerry Janes provided 
witty and convivial commentary over the PA system, 
encouraging youngsters to countdown the bonfire and 
firework lighting. 
The large bonfire, topped by Kenny the Guy (created and 
donated by Tina Rhodes), started the event. What took 
many hours of hard work, to both collect damaged and 
discarded pallets from local sources and to build the day 
before, rapidly lit up the sky before disappearing into a 
pile of burning embers.
A team of four firers, Nick Cane, Paul Crossley, Richard Kelly 
and Rob Law, safely managed to launch a colourful and 
dramatic display of fireworks that was the culmination of 
the evening.
Although the reasons we hold and attend fireworks night is 
almost lost in the mists of time, it is a tradition that is eagerly 
anticipated by both young and old.
Thanks to everyone who donated their time and effort to 
pull-off this successful event!
Rob Law
The best things don’t happen in the village by chance. They 
are the result of a huge amount of work and effort and we 
owe an enormous debt of gratitude to Rob Law who put 
together a team to ensure Guy Fawke’s night went off with 
a bang. Ed.

Fireworks
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Tel: 01420 87654 whitehart@holybourne.com 139 London Road, Holybourne, Alton, Hampshire. GU34 4EY

Mon-Sat
8am - 11pm

Sun
8am - 10.30pm

FOOD

Mon-Fri
8am-3pm / 5 - 9pm

Sat  8am - 9pm

Sun 8am - 8pm
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Spirit-inspired Art
As a Psychic Medium and Healer, I’ve always been very 
connected to my spiritual side, but it was a surprising 
turn of events when during 2020, whilst shielding for 
four months, I found myself renewing my interest in more 
creative endeavours.  This included writing poetry and 
making abstract art.  My treatment room, which was lying 
dormant, got converted to a make-shift art studio and I 
spent a lot of time watching videos of other artists work via 
their YouTube channels to see what interested me.
Each piece of art I create is inspired by Spirit.  I use my 
mediumship to connect with the spirit world and ask my 
guides to inspire me with a blessing to write on the blank 
canvas and to paint something that is meaningful. It was 
particularly nice working in the cabin during the warmer 
days last summer, listening to meditative music with the 
doors wide open and a variety of painted canvasses laid 
down on the lawn drying naturally, in the hope no flies or 
ants would find themselves in a sticky situation!
The technique that I felt most suited to my style of painting 
was acrylic fluid art. You mix the acrylic paint with a 
pouring medium, to make the paint flow across a canvas 
more easily, and adding drops of silicone, such as treadmill 
lubricant or hair serum, to create a lacing/cells effect.
Various ways of pouring and manipulating the paint can be 
employed to generate different patterns and images:
Ring Pour: layering different colours of paint into a small 
paper cup and pouring it from a small height.  Differing the 
height as you pour will produce a circular pattern with rings 
(the blue image close-up).  You can then hold the canvas 
and tilt it to move the paint around to cover the whole area.  
Flip Cup Pour: flip the cup upside down onto the canvas, 
lift one part of the cup so that the paint bleeds out and 
move the cup around the canvas in different directions.

Have you have found any painted rocks on your walks?  Love 
on the Rocks - Alton has just turned four. Started in October 
2017, the Facebook group now has 2,400 members. It was 
inspired by the ‘Kindness Rocks’ movement whereby rocks 
are painted and hidden to spread happiness one rock at 
a time. Many rocks have found their way around the globe 
to delight of both painters and finders. Pre Covid, we were 
having regular rock-painting events which we hope to start 
again soon. In the interim, our Facebook page has guides 
and tutorials, including how to get begin without buying 
any special materials. Why not have a look to see the rocks 
that have been painted over the years. If you find a painted 
rock please take a photo and post it on our Facebook page 
as it makes us happy and encourages us to paint more. You 
may then keep or re-hide the rock for others to enjoy.
If there is sufficient enthusiasm, perhaps we could start 
our own village group, meeting on an evening to paint 
together? Any thoughts?
Ysanne Legg,  facebook.com/groups/2012762782276252

Swipe: applying the 
paint randomly or 
in individual circles 
(4 canvas Sun Set 
image) on the canvas 
and using a sheet of 
acetate, dampened 
kitchen roll or pieces 
of cardboard to 
swipe the paint 
across the canvas.
Blowout: layering the paints over one another in a line or 
a ‘puddle’ and using a hair dryer to force it out to create a 
cloud effect (Sea Dragon image).
Some of the accessories you can use are chain (like you get 
on a sink plug) or string to lay down in the paint and pull it 
along to get feather or floral shapes, sink plug drainers where 
you pour the paint into it and it bleeds out through the 
holes creating multicolour and layered floral impressions.  
You can even cut the base of a fizzy drink bottle and pour 
different colours of paint one by one over the top in the 
same way. So, as you can see, there are many wonderfully 
creative ways to have fun with abstract acrylic art.
Jan Morgan, Althea Healing & Althea Art
altheahealing@gmail.com

Love on the Rocks!Love on the Rocks!
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HOLYBOURNE VILLAGE HALL

Available for public hire, offering a
maximum capacity of 60 people, a fully-
fitted and equipped kitchen, toilet
facilities and full level access.
The hall is situated in the centre of the
village, just a few yards up Church Lane
from London Road.

HOURLY HIRE RATES
Holybourne Residents
Weekdays: £9.50
Weekends before 18:00 £11.00
Weekends after 18:00 £12.50
Non-Holybourne Residents
Weekdays: £11.00
Weekends before 18:00 £13.50
Weekends after 18:00 £18.00

BOOKING ENQUIRIES
Vickie Kemp
01420 549074 / 07737 369803
villagehall@holybourne.com

ONLINE HALL AVAILABILITY
www.holybourne.com
Select the ‘Village Hall’
Press “Click Here to Book”

The china, glass and cutlery in the kitchen are all included in the cost of the hire.
Hirers must ensure that the duration of their booking is sufficient for any setting up and clearing up. Free access to the hall cannot be given for this purpose.
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Focus on the positive
After 12 months of either being shut down or with new 
lockdowns being announced, leaving the diary looking like 
a Hokey Cokey session, the summer term was fantastic for 
us. We were up to capacity with the reduced staffing we 
currently have. As I type, we are in the ‘normal’ lull between 
September and November. It is exciting to see some of 
our traditional Christmassy bookings in the diary – in fact 
we have been surprised that all the Saturdays booked up 
very quickly. We are trying to remain optimistic that they 
will indeed go ahead, particularly as all our work is based 
outside. Looking at 2021 overall, and if the Christmas 
bookings all go ahead, it looks like we will have achieved 
just over 50% of pre covid work, mostly in schools, which 
is very encouraging.
During our lull time, we have finally completed the 
concreting in front of the ‘new’ barn (put up this time last 
year) so that we no longer just stumble over rubble and 
there is a proper rain run-off. It has been good to see the 
alpacas and donkeys using it during the recent deluges, 
and we have watched with delight as the majority of the 
trees we planted, both beside the barn and along the 
footpath, have ‘taken’ and are not just twigs any more. On 
that note, the enthusiastic Mini Farmers have been busy 
planting beech, hazel, horse chestnut and oak and we 
currently have about 100 pots on our patio, some with little 
trees already making good progress. We will decide the 
best area for these when they are a bit bigger.
We took a bumper crop of hay right at the end of July, 
thanks to the damper spring that we had. We were weather 

Mill Cottage News
watching closely and managed to get the last bales in by 
10pm one Friday before the rain started at 2am on the 
Saturday! Thanks goes to Rob Parish who baled it for us and 
for the MCFE Team who brought it all in over two evenings.
Another project we have completed is to replace all the 
fencing around the goat field and pig runs. The original 
fencing has lasted 16 years but it was no longer a guarantee 
that the animals were kept off the road. It was a mission to 
complete as we had a time constraint of needing it done 
before we left Farmer Hollie in charge of everything for ten 
days while we took a break in North Wales!
When we came to take down the trails along the footpath 
towards the end of October, we intended on keeping the 
“Inspiration Alley” and the popular teddy bear numbers 
trail. However, someone clearly had other ideas, and we 
found 95% had suddenly been removed and taken from 
our land. It was a shame the person hadn’t communicated 
with us and discovered that others were still enjoying some 
of the trails, and a bigger shame that they didn’t also do a 
litter pick at the same time.
Let’s hope 2022 is even more “normal” and we get to 
do some of the Summer Saturday Fetes again, which we 
enjoy so much, and which so many communities rely on to 
bolster the type of community spirit which is so vital.
On that note, look out for the Holybourne Nativity on 
Thursday 23rd December from 2pm – more details will be 
on the MCFE & Holy Rood Church Facebook pages.
Tom & Sarah Main
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Life under Covid for Holybourne’s very 
own rock star
Readers might recall that in the last issue I wrote about Holly 
Yendell, a young womight look to the young as role models 
for how not to let Covid beat us.
Jerry Janes, Editor

TREE SURGERY . TENNIS COURT MAINTENANCE . HEDGE CUTTING
STUMP GRINDING . GARDEN MAINTENANCE

crosscourtservices.com

EXPERIENCED AND QUALIFIED

EXPERIENCED 
AND QUALIFIED

£5 MILLION 
INSURANCE

Call now on 07748 865844
Holmes for Homes

NEED AN ELECTRICIAN
OR A HANDYMAN ?

We pride ourselves on delivering
a friendly, professional and quality

service at competitive prices.

www.holmesforhomes.co.uk

From additional Sockets and Downlights,
new Consumer Units to complete Rewires.

Painting and Decorating to putting up
TV Brackets, Mirrors and Blinds.

No job too big or too small

Looking  
for advice  
on lettings?

Whether you are a landlord, a tenant or considering 
investing in property.

We offer a professional, high-quality and comprehensive  
in-house service, dedicated specifically to the lettings 
industry. With over 30 years property experience, we 
understand that high standards and full transparency  
are the key to success.

www.lklettingsco.com

01252 265303

office@lklettingsco.com

@lklettingsco
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continued...

It is likely there has always been a travellers’ route through 
the valley of the River Wey.  The Romans constructed a road 
from Winchester through Alton and Holybourne, towards 
Farnham, and here, where it was crossed by another of their 
roads running from Chichester to Silchester, the substantial 
settlement of Vindomi developed around a Mansio or 
posting station.  After the departure of the Romans in the 
fifth century AD, maintenance of roads fell to the Lords 
of the Manor and later the parish, and the road through 
Holybourne remained in use. 
As the main route between London and Winchester, kings 
and queens would have passed through the village. John 
Ogilby’s book of strip maps, ‘Britannia’, published in 1675, 
shows the route from Alton towards Farnham (below left).  
The ‘Rill’ is presumably Holybourne’s Bourne stream. Ogilby 
noted that the Post Office named this route one of their 
Principal Roads.
The Turnpike  As the population increased so did wear on 
the roads. Stage coaches began to appear in 1637 adding 
to the existing commercial and private traffic.  
In order to raise revenue for road maintenance, Parliament 
sanctioned in 1663 the first turnpike road. The term ‘turnpike’ 
comes from an older system where a pike formed a barrier 
and was turned to allow access, on payment of a toll fee. 
In 1753, Parliament passed the first Turnpike Road Act for 
the repair of the road through Holybourne, stating that 
“Whereas the roads leading … through Holyborn (sic) … 
are, from the nature of the Soil, the Narrowness thereof in 
many Places, and by reason of the many heavy Carriages 
frequently passing along the same, become deep and 
ruinous; and dangerous to Carriages and travellers; …” This 
section of the turnpike was administered by Winchester 
Upper District Trust. 

Milestones (both pictured below) The 1766 General 
Turnpike Act made milestones compulsory on all turnpike 
roads.  Holybourne’s 46 mile stone sits opposite the school, 
while the 45 mile stone is situated alongside the side road 
to Bonhams Farm (the old A31).        
The Coaches By 1738 Holybourne’s road was busy with 
through traffic.  An Almanac that year recorded the “carrier 
from Alton arrives at White Swan, Holborn Bridge, on 
Wed at 10 ..; carriers from Winchester to London Thomas 
Waldron wagon; carriers from Soton to London Robert 
Waldron wagon”.  In 1750 a coach to London “The Alton 
Machine” ran three days a week. 
During the turnpike era roads improved, permitting the use 
of lighter and faster vehicles, and by 1784 five coaches ran 
daily to and from London through the village.  Records from 
1792 tell us that “Post from London comes in every day 
except Monday; Collyers coach from Southampton daily; 
Befant’s new coach from Southampton; Gosport diligence 
daily except Sunday; Gosport heavy coach Mon Wed Fri; 
Knight’s wagon up Mon down Thu; Brookman’s and Aflett’s 
waggons London to Southampton every day”.  In the early 
1800s three coaches passed through every day – ‘The Age’, 
‘The Times’ and ‘Red Rover’. 
Wheeled traffic through Holybourne greatly reduced when, 
in 1845, the new railway from Farnham to Alton opened.  
Villagers must have had mixed feelings, the relative peace 
and quiet being welcome, but the loss of passing trade a 
blow to those in business.  The Turnpike Trust was finally 
abolished in 1872, after toll income reduced drastically. 
Upkeep was then abandoned to the parish, until in 1889 
newly formed county councils became responsible for 
main roads, then in 1936 trunk roads became a financial 
responsibility of the Ministry of Transport.
The Local Traffic  Through the centuries the road has 
seen many comings and goings, serving the many and 
varied enterprises in the village which have included  
farms, malthouses, mills, schools, a church and chapels, 
breweries, tannery, blacksmith and wheelwright, 
coachbuilder, hotel and guest houses, public houses, 
garage, transport cafe, tearoom, restaurant, theatre, 
builders, coal merchant, cobblers, rake makers, carpenters, 
cabinet maker, plumbers, painters, nurseryman, shop and 
bake-house, grocer, butcher, fishmonger, dairyman, sweet 
shop, haberdasher, machine tools factory, agricultural 
depots, post office, maternity home, and a home for the 
elderly.  Pilgrims would break their journey to bathe in the 
healing waters of the Holy Bourne spring at the church.

London Road: Holybourne’s Thoroughfare
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We have expanded to fulfil our customers needs

• Servicing
• Air conditioning servicing and re-gas
• Main dealer standard fault diagnostic equipment
• Brakes
• Cam-belts
• Tyres & wipers
• Exhausts
• Batteries

• Clutches
• All makes & models  undertaken
• Free courtesy car
• VW Kombi van specialist

01420 474541
www.brandautos.co.uk | enquiries@brandautos.co.uk

8 Kingsley Business Park, Kingsley, Hampshire, GU35 9LY

MMIIKKEE  GGAARRWWOOOODD  LLTTDD
IIsseekkii

  CCoommppaacctt  ttrraaccttoorrss
&&  DDiieesseell  EEnnggiinnee  MMoowweerrss

CCoolllleeccttiioonn  oorr  MMuullcchhiinngg  
ssyysstteemmss

SSTTIIHHLL
 CHAINS SAWS BLOWERS 
STRIMMERS  SHREDDERS
HEDGECUTTERS ELECTRIC 
BATTERY AND PETROL

CCAALLOORR  GGAASS
CCAASSTTEELL  aanndd  VVIIKKIINNGG  MMoowweerrss

SShheelllleeyyss  BBaarrnn      EEaasstt  WWoorrllddhhaamm    AAllttoonn    00114422008844445588

KKAAWWAASSAAKKII
 ATV’S & MULES

Battery Pruner
Up to 4 inch 
cut
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ALLEN GALLERY
EXHIBITIONS 
• Alton Camera Club will be in the Main Exhibition area 

from 6th November to 5th December.   FREE
• Martyn Kee: About Faces  

Local artist’s exhibition of traditional hand-painted acrylic 
portraits. 4th Dec – 23rd Jan 2022. Café area.  FREE

• From Dawn to Dusk  
A selection of paintings by W H Allen which capture the 
changing light and atmosphere of the rural landscape as 
the day progresses from sunrise to sunset.  
15th Jan – 19th Mar 2022. Main Exhibition area. FREE

Allen Gallery &
Curtis Museum

London Road: Holybourne’s Thoroughfare - continued
During the middle ages many people attended the regular 
Neatham Markets, and visited the monks at Neatham 
Grange.  For some years Alton agricultural show was held 
on the ‘balloon field’, and fairs and circuses on the field 
now occupied by Eggars school.  Victory and Coronation 
Parades traversed London Road, and nowadays an annual 
November Remembrance Parade is held and regular cycle 
and running races begin and end in the village. 
David Andrews remembers: The stretch of road from the 
Queens Head pub to the school was called the Holybourne 
Straight.  The travellers would race their horses and carts 
along this bit of road on late Saturday afternoons in the hop 
picking season.  It had no speed restriction.
Les Human remembers: When I first went to School at 
Holybourne – it must have been around 1944 - I remember 
lots of troop movements coming past the School.  One was 
D-Day-ish time, during preparations, about May 1944.  
Maintenance and Improvements  The picture above right 
is circa 1890 and shows a pavement and a rather churned 
roadway.  In 1902 locals wrote to Alton Rural District Council: 
“in view of the heavy rates said to be caused by expenditure 
on our highways, our roads in Holybourne should be kept 
in better condition”.  In 1909 the government began to give 
grants to local authorities for road maintenance. Until it was 
culverted in the 1920s, the stream at Cuckoos Corner ran 
right across the main road.  
The Price of Progress  With the proliferation of motor 
vehicles road conditions in Holybourne became a serious 
issue, crossing the road being extremely hazardous.  
Junctions were dangerous and electric street lighting was 
only installed in the 1960s.
Karen Bennett remembers: In the 1950s street lighting was a 
few widely spaced old gas standard lamps, as a child out 
after dark I ran from each patch of bright light to the next.  
Traffic accidents were not uncommon. Eddie Hobbs drove 
the break down truck from Smiths Garage and saw some 
dreadful accidents at the Binsted road junction:
“Four motorists were severely injured in a head-on collision 
between two cars at Holybourne today.  Gloucester Citizen 
01 January 1937”  
“In the accident at Holybourne Leslie West received severe 
injuries.  He died this morning.  Portsmouth Evening News 
11 August 1939” 
“A Coach driver was sent to prison following a fatal accident 
in which a crippled cyclist was knocked from his machine.  
15 July 1943” 
“Ernest Holford (74) of London Road, Holybourne received 
fatal injuries yesterday when struck by a car near his home.  
30 July 1955”
“Mr Houghton was hit by car by the Queens Head when 
delivering hot cross buns on Good Friday morning, he 
never fully recovered.”

The Bypass  By the 1960s traffic through Holybourne along 
the A31 main trunk road had become extremely heavy and 
sometimes gridlocked, something had to be done. The 
Alton bypass and Montecchio Way linkroad were opened 
in 1970, rerouting vehicles away from Holybourne to the 
great relief of local residents, although the village suffered 
a loss of passing trade.  The old road disappears under the 
embankment at Cuckoos Corner, where its line of cats eyes 
is still visible. 
Linda Habberfield 

continued...
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Ca l l  Peter  Ch ivers  on : 01256 389124
O r  M o b i l e :  0 7 8 0 3  0 9 6 6 4 2
B P C A  M E M B E R  -  F U L L Y  I N S U R E D
9  S T E N B U R Y  D R I V E ,  P R E S T O N  C A N D O V E R ,  B A S I N G S T O K E
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PETER CHIVERS PCS
WASP NEST TREATMENTS
DON’T GET STUNG
CALL FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE NOW

FOR ALL YOUR PEST CONTROL NEEDS:
Wasps, Bees, Rats, Mice, Moles, Cluster Flies, Squirrels,
Cockroaches, Rabbits, Pigeons, Bird-Proofing,
Emergancy Wasp Nest Treatments, Mole Trapping Specialist

Providing quality tuition in your local area.
English, French, German, Spanish,

Portuguese & EFL
- All ages and levels -

Alton Language Workshop

www.altonlanguageworkshop.org
alton.language.workshop@gmail.com

www.MillFarmOrganic.com

Tel/Fax: 01420 22331
Open: Wed– Sat 9am-5pm
Isington Nr. Alton GU34 4PN

Farm Shop
& Cafe

Organic Beef , Lamb & Pork
Meat Boxes from £59
Fresh ‘Artisan’ Bread, Fruit+Veg

Local Hampshire
produce

The Thorne Family
aatt

KEMP & STEVENS
Funeral Directors

Robin Thorne Dip FD LMBIFD Gill Thorne Dip FD LMBIFD
Michael Thorne Dip FD LMBIFD Geoff Thorne MBIE Dip FD LMBIFD

IInnddeeppeennddeenntt ffaammiillyy--rruunn FFuunneerraall DDiirreeccttoorrss aanndd  MMoonnuummeennttaall  MMaassoonnss

9933 HHiigghh SSttrreeeett,, AAllttoonn,, HHaammppsshhiirree GGUU3344 11LLGG  0011442200  8833117777

iinnffoo@@kkeemmppaannddsstteevveennss..ccoo..uukk      wwwwww..kkeemmaappaannddsstteevveennss..ccoo..uukk
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WEEKEND WELCOME VOLUNTEERS 
Are you looking to give back to your local community while 
being part of a supportive team? 
This public-facing opportunity is key to caring for 
Hampshire’s heritage and making it accessible through your 
Community Museum. As a Weekend Welcome Volunteer 
you’ll provide our visitors with a warm welcome and 
ensure they have a great experience. You’ll also help our 
Museum Manager with the opening and upkeep of the site, 
as well as the following: 
• Welcoming and interacting with the public to ensure all 

visitors have the best possible experience  
• Assisting with retail and café sales, this would include 

cash handling and record keeping  
• Touring the galleries and assisting visitors, while helping 

to maintain security for the museum  
• Assisting staff with the setting up and the maintenance of 

events, exhibitions and activities  
• Supporting the implementation of evacuation procedures 

and following guidance to help maintain  safety and 
security on site  

• Assisting with cleaning, preparation and the presentation 
of the museum, gallery and garden

A bit about you:  You’ll bring strong customer service 
and communication and interpersonal skills, and use them 
to interact with visitors with confidence and enthusiasm. 
You’ll enjoy being part of a small team and able and willing 
to help us maintain a safe environment. If you are familiar 
with cash handling and sales it would be an advantage, but 
we can provide training if this is new to you. 
What we can offer you:  We will provide appropriate 
information, coaching, training and ongoing supervision 
to support you. You’ll be part of a friendly and dedicated 
team with the opportunity to meet new people, learn new 
skills and pass on your own experience. You will build skills 
and abilities which, if you wish, will transfer to a career 
situation. Most importantly, you’ll be playing a part in 
keeping these very special sites open.
Who we are: The Curtis Museum and Allen Gallery 
are managed by Hampshire Cultural Trust which is an 
independent charity.
More information and contact: Volunteer slots are 
available are on Saturdays and Sundays with the following 
approximate timings: 09:45 – 13:30 and 13:30 – 17:00 
(Curtis Museum) and 10.15-13:30 and 13:30-16:30 (Allen 
Gallery).  We are very flexible about when you volunteer, 
with most volunteers on average giving their time once 
a week. You are welcome to apply for more than one 
volunteer position. You can specify as to whether you want 
to volunteer at just the Curtis Museum or Allen Gallery, or 
both.  If you are interested in applying contact:
volunteer@hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk  
01420 82802

ALLEN GALLERY (continued)
TALKS
• Alton’s Big Dig (Part 2)  

Keith Baker and David Quick fill us in on what they and 
their colleagues discovered at the second Big Dig, in July 
this year, following on from a very successful first Dig in 
2019. Thursday 11th Nov 7.30. FREE, donations welcome.

• Christmas Card Workshop  Wednesday 1st December.  
Bookable online, please see the website for further 
details, or ring the Museum.

CURTIS MUSEUM
Get Ready for Christmas - Late Night Opening To tie 
in with the switch-on of Alton’s Christmas Lights. Why not 
explore the Museum following our special Bauble Trail. 
Then buy some early Christmas presents and stocking-
fillers.19th November, 5pm -7pm.
New Book  
“The John Whites of Selborne” by Ronald A Chalmers  
This book consists of  biographies of three relatives of 
Gilbert White the naturalist – his father, his brother, and his 
nephew.- all called John, but were very different. The father 
was originally a barrister in London. Later he settled at The 
Wakes in Selborne, leading a blameless life  “devoted …to 
family life, country pursuits, music, …charitable interests” 
and the improvement of his own garden and the Village of 
Selborne in general. He died in 1758.
His son John – younger brother of Gilbert – was a much 
more interesting character.  A somewhat rackety young 
man (often in debt), he attained a more sober maturity 
as Chaplain in Gibraltar.  Here he became a naturalist of 
note.  He corresponded with many famous naturalists 
round the world, including Carl Linnaeus. In some respects 
John might be considered greater than Gilbert, to whom 
he sent specimens and observations which greatly helped 
Gilbert’s own studies. It was John who suggested to his 
brother that birds migrated ahead of cold weather, rather 
than hibernating as was previously thought. He eventually 
returned to England as Vicar of Blackburn Parish Church, 
and died in 1780.
John’s son John (known in early life as “Gibraltar Jack” from 
his birthplace) became his Uncle Gilbert’s amanuensis 
before training as a surgeon.  He had quite an adventurous 
life, including being captured on his way to India with his 
wife by a French privateer, during the Napoleonic wars.  He 
died in 1821.
This informative and learned book, a great addition to 
works on Gilbert White’s background and the early days of 
Natural History, is on sale in the Museum for £5.
OPENING TIMES & WEB  
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday  
Curtis: 10am – 4pm.  Allen: 10.30 – 3.30pm  
www.hampshireculture.org.uk/curtis-museum  
www.hampshireculture.org.uk/allen-gallery

Allen Gallery & Curtis Museum continued
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As you read this you will be very aware that we are heading 
Coffee, cake and a warm welcome in the village church!
“I have made so many new friends since I started coming to 
the coffee mornings.  
 It is really lovely to feel part of a community.”
You may already be aware that we have a coffee morning 
at Holy Rood Church every Tuesday from 10am to 12noon; 
everyone is welcome, including dogs and children!   We 
don’t charge (although donations are welcome) but we do 
offer tea, coffee and cakes along with healthy snacks, and, 
most importantly, a warm welcome!    Some people pop in 
for a quick cuppa and a chat for ten minutes, others stay for 
the whole two hours.   From 11.45am we have a short time 
of prayer for our community, our country and our world.   
You do not have to pray out loud and there is no pressure 
to stay.  
The coffee morning has been meeting for over two years 
now and it has been great to meet new people and to see 
friendships form and blossom.   
Why not come along and join us?
Ruth (ruthmaryrandall@gmail.com / 01420 549567) 

The village church now has its own piece of cycling 
infrastructure in the form of three beautiful bike stands.
The church is keen to do its bit to protect the beauty of 
creation and as part of that is becoming an Eco Church 
(yes, that is a “thing”). A number of church regulars 
cycle to church but have nowhere to lock their bikes. So 
permissions were sought and thought was given to where 
a bike rack should be best positioned. It was important to 
have them somewhere easy to get the bikes to, a respectful 
distance from graves, visible from the road and invisible for 
wedding photos. In October a team, led by Charlie Walters 
helped by Rob Law and John Hubbard, set about putting 
in three robust bike racks.
The hope is that the racks will encourage people to cycle to 
church. They are also well positioned for people who want 

to lock up their bikes 
before walking some 
of the St Swithun’s 
Way and the other 
wonderful footpaths 
we have around us.
Helen Walters

Church Coffee 
Mornings

Church of the 
Holy Ride?

“There is always something to look forward to on a Tuesday 
morning at Holybourne church. Meeting friends from the 
village and surrounding areas, we have lots to talk about 
and also many laughs, not forgetting the yummy home 
made cakes made by Ruth with her big welcome.” 
Tuesday morning is a real highlight for us. A chance to meet 
new faces as well as old friends.
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An (ac)curate representation 
of the nativity scene???

The Real King
As you read this you will be very aware that we are heading 
at a rate of knots towards Christmas. I wonder what comes 
to mind when that word Christmas is mentioned? For many 
it will be the nativity scene and children dressing up. 
There’ll be Mary, in blue of course, clutching a well wrapped 
doll. Alongside her will be Joseph wearing something cut 
out of a deck chair. Somewhere around are shepherds with 
tea towels covering their heads and toy lambs under their 
arms. There will be hundreds of angels with little gauze 
wings, oh yes, and kings in old fur coats with plastic crowns 
set firmly on their heads. You can’t have Christmas without 
Kings can you? So, in most nativity scenes there will be the 
three described as Kings. 
In fact, as we read the Christmas story we see that there 
are several kings. There are the ones who came with those 
gifts and then there is Herod who made such an effort to 
remove the Christ child. But these are not the true King. 
Herod clearly wasn’t. Yes he had power but as soon as 
mention was made of a King of the Jews his insecurity came 
to the surface in that massacre of the children. His crown 
rested as uneasily on his head as the plastic crown of the 
child making his way forward to the crib tightly clutching 
the jam jar representing the myrrh. 
The wise men also weren’t the real kings. These men may 
have been powerful, rich and influential but they knew 
that there was someone greater. They were esteemed and 
honoured and yet they came like humble servants to bow 
before this child. 
It is from them we get a glimpse of who is the real king 
and also what our attitude to him should be. It was Jesus 
who caused the concern in Herod’s mind by threatening 

Church News
his self and his own kingdom. Jesus is the true King who 
demands we lay aside our pride and self and worship him 
alone. It was Jesus who these wise men came searching 
for, whom they worshipped and to whom they gave their 
gifts. It is still Jesus who alone deserves our worship and 
the sacrifice of our lives. 
This Christmas there will be many “kings” but I hope for 
each of us the real King will stand out. With that in mind we 
warmly invite you to come and join us at the Church of the 
Holy Rood here in Holybourne, as we worship King Jesus 
this Christmas.
Please join us for our Christmas services:
19th December: Carol Service  

6pm; a wonderful opportunity to sing favourite carols.
22nd December: Carols round the Christmas Tree  

7pm at the White Hart
23rd December: Crib Service  

Any time from 2pm to 3:45pm. Please do dress up 
warmly in your favourite nativity costume. This fun 
relaxed service will also include our local donkey 
friends and a number of other animals via our friends 
at Mill Cottage Farm! Most of the service will take place 
at locations around the churchyard – there will be 
singing, storytelling, and lots of fun.     

24th December: Midnight Service  
11:30pm; a reflective service of Holy Communion that 
celebrates the birth of our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

25th December: Christmas Day Holy Communion  
Starting at 9:30 am.

And remember … “Jesus is the reason for the season!”
Rev Gordon   07572 000491 gordon.randall@sky.com 
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call:01420 561661

EMERGENCY CALL OUT24/7
www.altonpumps.com

We’ll keep you flowing
Pump Supply

Pump Servicing

Blocked Drains

Drain Repair

Septic Tank Empty*

Treatment Plant
Installation*

Does your tank comply with
the Septic Tank & Soakaway
regulation changes?
Call us today to discuss your
requirements.

TANK NEED EMPTYING?

BLOCKED DRAIN?
PUMP PROBLEMS?

Holybourne Theatre
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Luminosa

Young Singers Weave Their Own Magic 
Luminosa Young and Rising Voices are going from strength 
to strength and, following the resounding success of 
their October half term ‘Spooktacular’ are recruiting new 
members. Many singers aged 6-16, including members 
from the two youth choirs, learnt songs, put movements 
to the pieces, sang solos, read from scripts and performed 
in an entertaining show at the end of their two-day music 
workshop.
Directed by Josh Robinson and Jonathan Upfold, leaders 
of Luminosa’s two youth choirs, the young singers joined in 
enthusiastically with songs from some well-loved musicals, 
such as The Addams Family, Wicked, Into the Woods, Little 
Shop of Horrors and many more. As Jonathan, one of the 
choir leaders, said: “The confidence that we saw growing 
in the children was just amazing. It was a pleasure to work 
with them.”
A parent commented: “I can’t believe how much the 
children have learnt in such a short space of time; to 
learn words AND music off by heart. It was lovely to see 
my daughter singing so confidently. We will definitely be 
joining the choir.” 
Luminosa’s vision is to bring outstanding expertise and 
vibrant choral experiences to singers of all ages.  Running 
four choirs in Alton for ages ranging from 6 upwards, 
Luminosa is a trailblazer in bringing exciting performances 
to singers and audiences alike. This most recent workshop 
is no exception.   
The workshop was also made possible as a result of 
another of the Choir’s exciting developments. They are now 
generously sponsored by Hattingley Valley Wines, based 
near Alresford, Hampshire, and winner of the Best Sparkling 

The Choir that Keeps on Singing

Wine at Wine GB 2020 Awards. As Hattingley’s Director 
and Head Winemaker, Emma Rice, said: “We felt it was time 
to support a local community group who are producing 
exceptional music – in synergy with our ethos of producing 
exceptional quality local wine. Luminosa’s choirs will prove 
to be an invaluable resource for local children and adults to 
experience music and singing in a supportive environment, 
something that they will have missed out on for the last 18 
months.  We are proud to support such a local community 
group, one that we can also thoroughly enjoy and share 
with a wider audience.” 
Anyone wanting to join any of the choirs, should get in 
touch with Luminosa via operations@luminosamusic.com 
Sue Greenhalgh, Publicity officer
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A J Robinson
Painting and Decorating

Interior/exterior painting and decorating service

Contact Allan on - Tel: 01420 89519 Mob: 07860232233

Email: ajrdecorating@aol.co.uk

Est 1989

www.philipcowdreyplumbingheating.co.uk
Tel/Fax: 01420 89937
Mobile: 07702 192152
Email: pcowdreyphs@gmail.com

LPG
Registered

BUILDING & PLUMBING

David C. Andrews
Building & Plumbing

Established 1967
Employing indentured and certifi ed
tradesmen able to carry out all 
aspects of their respective trades.
No job too small or too big.
Commercial, Industrial,
Domestic.

01420 84454
david.c.andrews67@gmail.com

Solar Power
Installation
Specialist

All electrical
installations
carried out

07774 479570

www.hankinelectrical.co.uk

01420 80935

Part P Compliant

andy.hankin@outlook.com

YOUR LOCAL
PEST CONTROL
EXPERTS

tcpestcontrol@tcpestcontrol.co.uktcpestcontrol.co.uk

Totalcare
pest control

0800 468 1404

We also have a full pest bird proofing and 
fouling clearance service

TotalCare is part of the Cleankill family

Wasps
Rats
Mice
Cockroaches
Moles

Flies
Ants
Fleas
Squirrels
Pigeons

Same day sevice and free onsite advice

pest control
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Continued...Ivy berries

Frost on leaves

Into winter
As autumn turns into winter and day 
length declines, the visual view of the 
landscape changes. This is particularly 
the case in the state of the trees as they 
prepare for dormancy over winter. 
About 30-40 years ago full autumn 
colour would appear over the third or 
fourth week of October followed by 
leaf fall triggered by frosts and winds 
in early November. In recent years, 
including 2021, the tree canopies 
have remained primarily green through 
October and only in mid-November 
showed autumn colours. Leaves fall 
first from the top canopies of tall 
trees, especially the large willows by 
Upper Neatham Mill. Lower canopies 
and small trees like hazel and sallow 
retain leaves for longer, so the edges 
of King’s Pond in Alton are currently 
golden. Temperature obviously is one 
influence on change in leaf colour, but so is day length that 
switches on certain plant hormones. The trees along the 
Wey in Holybourne experience natural lighting, being away 
from street lights. However, in Ashdell Road, Alton two of 
the three field maples are predominately yellow while the 
one next to the street light is still green as its day length is 
changed. We take artificial lighting for granted these days 
but what effects might this be having on human physiology? 
Look out for seasonal plants such as holly with berries 
that are only produced on female trees, ivy is noticeable 
on trees as the leaves drop but growing in more sunny 
locations you have the flowering shoots that have simple 
instead of lobed leaves. These flower in late autumn 
providing valuable nectar for insects about to hibernate 
and in the early months of the year the blue-black berries 

are a welcome food source for birds in the hungry gap. On 
hedgerows on the chalk there will be silvery seed heads of 
wild clematis, also known as old-man’s beard.
Whilst ordinary South Western Railway trains will trundle 
along the line below Holybourne, from Alton station 
they will be joined by the second appearance of steam 
illuminated trains of the heritage Mid Hants Railway that 
goes from Platform 3 in Alton to Alresford. Good views of 
these can be had from King’s Pond and also from the railway 
bridge in Mount Pleasant, Alton over the deep cutting 
where you can see the train arriving and then change side 
to see it departing and its illuminated roof. There are also 
wall-rue ferns on the top of Mount Pleasant Bridge (east 
side) and last year the Alton Natural history Society found a 
rustyback fern on the west side during their fern walk. The 
steam illuminations were very popular last year, obtained 
wide media coverage and provided a touch of colour 
following the pre-Christmas lifting of the second Covid19 
lockdown in 2020. They were the project of two railway 
volunteers who also provided extra illuminations inside the 
carriages. 
Ferns  
Many wild flowers die back during the winter period but 
most ferns stay green over winter. Alongside the northern 
Wey by Upper Neatham Mill are some clumps of hartis 
tongue fern and male fern that like the damp calcareous 
soil of the steeper river banks. Look on the backs of 
mature fronds to find brown areas that produce spores, 
so distinguishing them from flowering plants. The leaves, 
properly known as fronds, are undivided and strap-like in 
hart’s tongue fern but are not so thick and twice divided 
into pinnae and pinnules in male fern. The tips of the 

Our River
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pinnules are rounded rather than pointed as in shield ferns. 
Hart’s tongue fern and male fern also grow on the banks of 
the Bourne where it is ducted under London Road and also 
on the vertical bank of the northern Wey upstream behind 
Alton station where spring water emerges from the ground. 
The river banks are good places for the dispersed spores 
to germinate into the next stage or generation of the fern 
life cycle known as the prothallus. When a fern spore 
germinates it forms a flat disc of green cells that looks like 
a young thalloid liverwort, related to mosses. When these 
mature they develop sex organs below the thallus and the 
motile male gametes when released have to swim with 
flagella threads in a film of moisture - either dew or rain 
to fertilise the female gametes that are still retained in the 
prothallus. After fertilisation a small new fern plant will 
grow. This is why ferns associate with wet places. Philip 
Harris, a member of the South London Botanical Institute, 
has had some success in growing a number of species of 
ferns from spores and for the lime-loving wall-rue he uses 
cuttlefish as a growth medium to replicate lime mortar.

Our River, Continued

Other smaller ferns can be found growing on mortar of 
walls including bridges of the river or railway as the railway 
line runs close to and parallel with the river south of the 
village. Maidenhair spleenwort grows high up on the north-
facing side of the railway bridge over Upper Neatham Lane. 
Wall-rue is the smallest of the wall ferns but has dark green 
divided fronds with spores on the backs and between 2-5 
cms long. Maidenhair spleenwort is longer reaching bout 
10 cms and is mid-green and once-pinnate with pairs of 
small rounded pinnae. It also grows on the railway bridge 
in Paper Mill Lane and the brick culvert of the Wey beside 
Costa Coffee in Alton and seems to be spreading.
Ferns planted in gardens
The base of a brick garden wall behind Upper Neatham Mill 
House has been planted with a number of ferns obtained 
from horticultural suppliers. Most are native species but 
the Japanese holly fern (Cyrtomium fortunei var. clivicola) 
identified from its label is from the Far East. The fronds are 
a pale green and below are numerous round patches of 
sporangia. I have seen it growing in a garden in Alton too. 
Native ferns found here are shield fern, male fern, broad 
buckler fern and hart’s tongue.
Dr June Chatfield

Lines of brown spore-bearing 
sporangia on hard fern

Hart’s tongue

Wall-rue from spores

Male fern
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I have to say that gearing up for the start of 2021 season was 
probably one of the hardest that the cricket club have had 
to prepare for since its inception over 25 years ago. In Peter 
Robinson (Chairman) and Micky Roberts (Club Captain) we 
lost two founding fathers of the club that took with them a 
lot of experience and know how. On top of that, the whole 
of the world population were in the process of coming out 
of COVID-19 lockdown with little or no real guidance from 
government. 
Given that the club had 
had little cricket through 2020 
and with a virtually new committee I 
think the club has coped admirably. I 
want to thank publicly the committee 
for their tireless work, energy and 
commitment to getting the club 
back on its feet and in many ways 
thriving in 2021. Your time and effort 
is priceless - no one will know how 
much it takes to not only volunteer but 
immerse yourself in the cricket club 
week after week, much of it unseen, so 
THANK YOU.
We managed to get the club back 
up and running for the start of the 
season especially on Friday nights 
and made it COVID 
secure. Those nights 
are becoming more 
INCLUSIVE for the 
wider community not just cricket parents and die-hard 
cricketers. It is the best pub garden in Hampshire when 
the sun sets over the downs!! On those Friday nights we 
have also introduced separate food vendors from the local 
community including Posh Scoff, alongside the traditional 
HCC BBQ. And on the back of the social side of the club 
being re-invigorated, we organised a HUGE end of season 
Hog & Slog day that the club will never forget: 6-a-side 
cricket tournament, followed by a Hog Roast and dancing!! 
More to come next summer!!
On the adult playing front, Harry Martin and Rob Milner led 
the 2 adult sides well and after a promising start to the 
season fell away through August as we struggled to put out 
two teams out on a Saturday. From a junior perspective, it 
has just been great to get all the youngsters back playing on 
a Friday night and matches through the summer – A HUGE 
thanks goes to Martin Kitching who organises most of it on 
his own, ably supported by Paul Taylor and Paul Allen as 
coaches on Friday nights. 

holybourne_cricket_club

www.holybourne.play-cricket.com @HolybourneCC

Holybourne CC

The challenges we face as a small village club are no 
different to what we have had before, but because we 
have come out of a pandemic, maybe they are a little 
starker:
• We need to find more adult players to fulfil all our 1st XI 
and 2nd XI fixtures. Without more players we will only be 
able to put out one side in 2022. From that there is only one 
way unfortunately it will go: if we don’t get this right we 
will eventually have no adult teams playing the Hampshire 
Leagues. Ideas and suggestions are being discussed, unless 
we collectively come up with a plan that is the harsh reality.
• We need more adult players and parents to volunteer to 
help with duties across the club. We have not been great in 
the past in asking for help, but now it is different, we need 
the help. There are too few people, doing too many roles 
across the club and the balance is wrong.
• We need more coaches/players to help on a Friday night 
coaching
The last word: Given where we started in January 2020, 
when we started to bring the club back from being 

“mothballed’’, it is amazing the progress that the 
club have made on several fronts. With the tweaks 
here and there, as above, the club will be properly 
thriving again. It just needs YOU. We are still 
looking in the local community for a new Chair of 

the committee. If anyone knows of anyone or would 
like to be considered then please get in touch. We are 

also looking for more parent volunteers to help with the 
bar, general organisation or even to play if you fancy 
it. We have sides that play across all ages of junior 

cricket, including a girls’ side that was thriving in 2019 as 
well as two senior sides that play in the Hampshire leagues 
– please come along and help your local cricket club. 
Without players and volunteers we would not exist as a 
community club. 
Follow us on Instagram, Twitter and Facebook to also find 
out about our social calendar for 2021 when we hope to 
be able to celebrate our 25th year properly with friends. 
Andy Maddock (President) and the Committee

Holybourne Cricket ClubHolybourne Cricket Club
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It seems a long time since I started the first walk of my Step 
By Step 272 challenge, 6th February this year, walking from 
Elizabeth Gaskell’s House in Holybourne to Jane Austen’s 
house in Chawton 272 times.
Though a lot of things have changed in that time, some 
things never change, including the demand for the services 
of Step By Step in preventing Youth Homelessness locally.
At time of writing, 6th November, 237 walks have been 
completed (so only 35 left!) and I have been constantly 
moved by the generous sponsorship, interest and 
recognition of the vital work Step By Step does, shown by 
both friends and strangers alike.
Many just cannot believe that such an organisation, doing 
such vital work, exists locally, let alone that it has been 
doing so for the last thirty years.  All agree that in 2021 these 
services shouldn’t be necessary but also recognise that in 
fact the numbers are going in the opposite direction, Youth 
Homelessness is increasing.
Every year in the UK, thousands of young people find 
themselves homeless, usually as a result of family 
breakdown, leaving care, substance misuse (usually by 
another family member) or escaping domestic abuse. It has 
been estimated that 1 in 100 young people will experience 
homelessness at some point in their lives. For a young 
person, homelessness is frightening, lonely and degrading.
Being homeless does not always mean sleeping rough 
on the street. In fact, the majority of homelessness can 
be regarded as ‘hidden’. This might be a young person 
sleeping in their car, on a friend’s sofa or living in transient 
conditions. Whatever the case, the common factors are a 
lack of stability, support and opportunity.
Being without a permanent place to call home can impact 
all aspects of a young person’s life, including education, 
work, life skills, mental health, and personal safety. It is 
clear that youth homelessness is a serious issue in need of 
addressing.
Young people need more than just a safe and stable place 
to live if they are to truly move on with their lives. 

Still Stepping Out 
for Step by Step!

The support Step By Step offers includes one-to-one 
mentoring, life skills training, mental health counselling and 
personal development opportunities. When it’s time to 
move on from Step by Step, over 90% of young people 
have the skills and confidence to live independently and 
leave homelessness behind them for good.
Currently Step By Step provides accommodation & support 
to, on average, 272 young people locally every night of the 
year. The average age is 16 ¼, 60% are young women and 
the average stay with Step By Step is 18 months.
And we have some fantastic news – 8 of our young people 
are off to University this year – a record.
Without your support this simply would not be possible.
Visit: www.justgiving.com/fundraising/gordon-pope4
And to find out find out more about Step By Step visit; 
www.stepbystep.org.uk/about-us/young-peoples-stories/
PS. The Final Walk is on Friday 17th December leaving The 
Lawns Holybourne at 2pm. All are welcome.
Gordon Pope
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Bathroom 
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Free 
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Expert 
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Timber | Building Materials | Paving | Fencing | Bathrooms 
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www.ideal-for-bathrooms.co.uk
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