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The Shop
We stock an incredible selection of the best rated 

craft beers from around the world but if beers aren’t 

your thing then maybe our selection of artisan Gins, 

Rums, Vodkas, Whiskeys and more can tempt you.

Opening times

Mon - Fri  9am-5pm • Sat  10am-2pm

3.8% A.B.V.
BEST BITTER

alto nomine

4.2% A.B.V.
BEST BITTER

 
  triple�fbrewery

  @triple�fbrewer

  triple�fbrewery

triplefff.com
01420 561422  |  sales@triple�f.com

3 Magpie Works, Station Approach,  

Four Marks, Hampshire, GU34 5HN

Contact Town & Country today.

Town & Country is a trading style of T & C Cars Limited and is a credit broker not a lender.

Model shown: Vitara 1.4 Boosterjet SZ5 manual including dual tone paint (£800) available at £23,299 on the road. Fuel economy and CO2**
results for the Vitara 2019 range Mpg (l/100km): Combined from 44.8 (6.3) to 52.3 (5.3). **CO2 emissions: 143g/km to 121g/km. The fuel
consumption you achieve in real life conditions and CO2 produced will depend upon a number of factors including the accessories fitted
(post-registration), variations in weather, driving styles and vehicle load. **There is a new test used for fuel consumption and CO2 figures.
The CO2 figures shown however, is based on the outgoing test cycle and will be used to calculate vehicle tax on first registration. Only
compare fuel consumption and CO2 figures with other cars tested to the same technical standard.

*0% APR and No Deposit available on all Vitara models. Hire Purchase product available on 0% APR over 24-36 months. Personal Contract
Purchase product available on 0% APR over 25-37 months. Offer is available from participating Authorised Suzuki Dealers only. Offer cannot be
used in conjunction with any other offer unless otherwise stated. Credit is available to UK residents aged 18 years or over, subject to status, from
Suzuki Finance, a trading style of Suzuki Financial Services Ltd, St. William House, Tresillian Terrace, Cardiff, CF10 5BH. This offer is subject to
availability and Suzuki Financial Services Ltd reserves the right to withdraw or amend this offer without notice or prior warning. Suzuki Financial
Services Ltd, part of Lloyds Banking Group. Offer correct at the time of being published. Excludes Channel Islands and Isle of Man.

Request a test drive today

Town & Country Cars
165 London Road, Holybourne, Alton, GU34 4HA, 01420 82288

cars.suzuki.co.uk/dealers/town-country-cars-alton
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With Russia blasting its way into a sovereign state, Covid 
still wreaking devastation and death in the world and 
national politicians’ behaviour defying normal standards of 
decency and honesty, I find myself wondering what kind of 
world our children are growing up in and where they will 
find the role models we would wish for them.  Nationally, 
globally, there is so much which promotes despair but at 
a micro level, I am continually impressed and moved by 
the generosity and kindness of people in our community.  
No sooner had the Ukraine crisis erupted but people on 
the village Whatsapp group were asking where they could 
take donations for relief. Requests for help are met instantly 
and donations rather than sales take place when someone 
expresses a need for something. 
In the last issue I wrote about the possibility of a huge 
number of houses being built at Neatham Down and not a 
soul has talked to me about it. Presumably it prompted no 
concern? Before Froyle Estates sold up, the idea of building 
a thousand homes in the fields behind the Children’s 
Playground was explored. That number might be modified 
but it won’t have gone away. Do we care about that? It’s 
a bit closer to home.  Expect some developments there 
soon. I mean, ideas, not houses. Well, not yet.
For the first time since I inaugurated it, we have no 
Holybourne Hero this time as I have received no 
nominations. Surely there are unsung heroes in our midst?  
If you know of anyone who works to enhance our village 
experience in any way, please do get in touch. 
The trust set up to manage the village’s sports and recreation 
field is facing an unprecedented challenge in working out a 
sustainable relationship with the new commercial owners 
of the land. As a village we cannot take the availability of 
the field for granted and what will certainly have to change 
is the idea that the field is there for use without charge for 
one off events.  More details in this issue. 
Can I echo the Chair of the HVA in appealing for volunteers 
to help organise events for the Queen’s Jubilee weekend. 
If you have any thoughts or a willingness to help in any way, 
please do contact me as soon as possible. 
Finally I am absolutely delighted that Mary Blackwell is 
joining the Magazine production team as the Assistant 
Editor. She is already bringing some great ideas to the 
magazine and has invited you to contact her on a range of 
issues. Her email: mary_blackwell2004@yahoo.co.uk
Take care everyone and continue to stay safe.
Jerry Janes, Editor   jerrymjj@outlook.com
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Editors’ Snippets
Welcome to Mary Blackwell,  
our new Assistant Editor
Hello Holybourne;
I’d like to introduce myself to you; my partner Chris and I 
moved into Holybourne in July 2018. We rented a house 
initially to see if we liked living here.  In the end we were 
lucky enough to be able to purchase the house we were 
renting.  In fact it was the only one we could buy, because 
it was in the middle of lockdown. From the time it became 
ours, we set about taming the rather wild garden. I was 
lucky enough to meet Chris some six and a half years ago, 
which prompted our move to Hampshire to be nearer our 
various children and grandchildren.
Prior to living here, I had retired to a village called Bathford, 
near Bath.  It has a wonderful community shop and I 
very much enjoyed helping out in various ways there. In 
addition I helped with the annual flower show, which was 
a major event in the village and much loved. I was a little 
disappointed that Holybourne did not have a flower show, 
especially since we have a very famous gardener in our 
midst.  Perhaps we might have some people in the village 
who might like to get involved in organising one?
I worked in Dubai from 2004 to 2012. It was an amazing 
experience and introduced me to many very interesting 
places such as Syria, Lebanon, Bahrain and Oman. I worked 
for Emirates airline; prior to that I had worked for a local 
authority where the single staff perk consisted of being 
able to pay council tax in twelve instalments instead of ten. 
When I joined the airline I was stunned to find out about 
all the amazing perks. It was hard leaving and having to go 
back to flying economy!  Throughout my working life my 
profession was Human Resources, specialising in training. 
I was around when computers first became part of the 
workplace and saw many senior managers almost weep 
when a desktop computer replaced their secretaries. 
When I first started work in 1974, being female, I was sent 
on a typing course! I did have the last laugh on that though; 
when computers came in I could type pretty well and was 
not reduced to one finger tapping.
My hobbies are gardening, the WI, painting and doing 
various fitness classes at the local gym. I have come to 
love Holybourne and am gradually getting to know more 
people. I look forward to meeting a few more in the course 
of my work as Assistant Editor.

Alerting petrol heads & EV enthusiasts
In future editions we are hoping to hear stories about 
your love for your current car or motorbike, or tales and 
hopefully, photos, of previously owned vehicles. Mary is 
happy to come and interview you and arrange for photos. 
She is a bit of a car buff currently on her much loved fifth 
Porsche. There are some interesting vehicles seen on our 
streets from a 4 x 4 ‘Magic Box’ to a rather lovely Mustang.  

International Experiences
As we’ve heard, Mary spent her last eight years at work 
in Dubai, so we can look forward to more tales from the 
Middle East in the future!  Have you worked abroad or 
spent time travelling and have tales of far flung places? 
These days many young people do gap years and have 
very interesting stories; we’d love to hear about them or 
other experiences and will publish them in future editions 
of our magazine.

Do you love Holybourne?
Whether you have lived here for 1 month for 50 years; we 
would love to hear your thoughts about Holybourne and 
why you chose to settle here.

Hobbies and passions
Do you have an interesting hobby or something about which 
you are very passionate?  We would love to hear from you.  
You can send in an article or ask Mary, our Assistant Editor 
to come and interview you.  Whether it is bird watching, 
hiking, long distance running or art; we would like to get to 
know more about you and your interest.

Calling all Holybourne Gardeners
For our future magazines we would like to feature some 
gardens in Holybourne. Even if it is very small; we would 
like to invite you to be interviewed and photographed. 
It may be a plant or shrub of which you are very fond 
or proud, or your pond, or statue etc. Maybe even your 
vegetable plot or meadow area.

Contact us now!
For any of these topics or anything else of interest, you 
can send in a piece you wrote yourself or Mary can 
interview you. Photos much appreciated or we can send 
a photographer. Email: mary_blackwell2004@yahoo.co.uk

A fishy tale 
Many of you in the village like a stroll around, 
encompassing our wonderful duck 
pond.  So there are many people 
watching it through the seasons, 
counting ducklings, ensuring the 
geese are OK and generally that all 
is well.  On the 22nd February 2022 at approximately 14:40 
an extraordinary sighting was made at the pond! A fish at 
the churchyard end of the pond, about 30cm in length and 
grey, carp like.  I cannot tell you how thrilled I was to see 
this, accompanied by my partner Chris, who stared on in 
shock.  About 18 months ago, in the summer of 2020, I told 
Chris I had seen a fish like this and nobody else had ever 
mentioned this to us or seen one.  He was sure it was just 
a strange ripple or piece of wood.  I was convinced I had 
seen a fish of reasonable size.  Today, there is no need of 
any supper; he is still eating humble pie!! 
Mary Blackwell, Assistant Editor and chief fish spotter
[Ed’s note: I have seen the photo, sadly too blurred to use 
for the magazine but a genuine fish….]
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The HVA committee has been busy on your behalf since 
the last magazine. We have continued to pursue the 
appropriate authorities about Traffic issues in the village, 
John Rapley is working hard to facilitate the process of the 
village pond being adopted by the Town Council which 
should ensure its long term health and we are very much 
hoping that celebrations will take place in the village to 
mark the Queen’s Jubilee weekend.  Some ideas have 
been shared on the Holybourne Whatsapp group and 
Facebook page but nothing tangible has yet been settled.  
We are thinking of a picnic in the playground and street 
by street picnics.  We are organising bunting for the village 
but would welcome ideas and offers to organise from keen 
villagers. We also thought it might be lovely for residents to 
open their gardens to villagers. 
It would be great to have as many people on board as 
possible to celebrate and come together as a community. 
Please do contact Jerry Janes on jerrymjj@outlook.com
Please look carefully at the article on the Sports Field. It 
would be a tragedy if the village was to lose this wonderful 
facility. Additionally, we continue to monitor suggestions 
to build behind the Playground and will listen to ideas put 
forward by Redbrown Ltd in due course.  Watch this space.
Kellie-Jayne Cox chairman@holybourne.com

In 1996 when I was the town mayor, I was approached 
by the then Manger of the CAB who asked for help with 
an increasingly serious problem they with their poorest 
clients. At the time all applications for Social Security 
payments had to be made, in person, at the offices in 
Aldershot and many of the CAB’s clients simply had no car 
and no money to pay for bus fares to Aldershot and back. 
The manager told me of situations she had been aware of 
where mothers had walked to Aldershot and back from 
Alton, pushing a buggy.  Similarly she had also experienced 
situations where the father had spent all the housekeeping 
on drink leaving his family destitute but unable to claim any 
statutory support. 
In response I set up what has become the Alton and Local 
Parishes Fund, a charity whose stated aim is to provide 
help for those for whom all statutory support has been 
exhausted. Twenty six years later our core clients remain 
the CAB but now also include the Alton Food Bank and the 
Women’s Refuge, also situated in Alton. We are also open 
for applications from individuals and for references from 
the “Caring” agencies such as Social Services, the clergy, 
schools etc. 
We are a small charity and have deliberately kept 
our operation low key in case we are overwhelmed. 
Nevertheless, we have been able to continue to provide 
vital support where it is most needed in our community. 
The charity has continued to operate mainly as a result of 
the fantastic work of our secretary and treasurer of many 
years and because of an anonymous annual donation 
which has amounted to several thousand pounds. That 
appears to have dried up now however and so the point 
of this article is to suggest that if you have any fundraising 
ideas or fancy helping the charity in any way, please do get 
in touch with me.
Clearly with the rise in inflation, fuel costs, astronomic 
gas and electricity price increases, our work becomes 
increasingly in demand. Please can I ask you to keep an 
eye out on the most vulnerable in our village community, or 
don’t be shy in asking for help? We are not the only source 
of assistance out there and given our straitened times, no 
one should be embarrassed about seeking relief. Surely in 
the 21st Century in this first world country in which we live, 
no one should be cold or hungry in Holybourne?
Jerry Janes

Holybourne
Village Association

The Alton and Local 
Parishes Fund (ALP)

 
 

 
 
 

Seeds £1 for 10 
On sale NOW  
Closing date: 

Sunday August 28th 2022 
Organiser: Ysanne 

CONTACT DETAILS 
Facebook: Ysanne Legg 
Landline: 01420 89418  

Email: i8spys@gmail.com 

Everyone is a winner 

Holybourne  
RED 

SUNFLOWER 
 Competition 2022 
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Come in now or call  
for an appointment

YOUR FRIENDLY,  
COMMUNITY 
OPTICIANS

Sight Testing

Contact Lens  
Fitting & Supply

Minor Eye Conditions

WE WOULD LOVE TO SEE YOU AT BLIINX 

T 01420 478899    WWW.BLIINX.CO.UK

Reiki and Reflexology

Your body is the most precious thing that you
own, so why don't you invest in your well-

being and book an appointment today

C O N T A C T  L I S A  H A Y N E S
 

      
A M E T H Y S T R O S E H O L I S T I C S . C O M       

A M E T H Y S T  R O S E  H O L I S T I C S

0 7 9 1 7 4 5 1 1 8 8
 
 
  I am a VCTC qualified and insured Reflexologist and registered Reiki

Master Practitioner. 
My tranquil, Covid19 Secure treatment room is based in Holybourne,

Alton Hampshire 

We are a small group of  mature
carers who can provide care in the

privacy of  your own home.

Assistance with personal care
Continence care

Arranging appointments
Meal preparation, shopping

Light housework
Daytime sitting service

Overnight stays

We are all insured and work
independently but still work together

as a team so we can provide cover
for any holidays or sickness.

References available
Tel: Carol 07753 178468

Email: c.may981@btinternet.com
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Can I thank you and Carrie for your kind invitation to join 
you on your party bus. It was such a suave card with its 
gold script writing, I put it straight on the mantle piece for 
everyone to see! It was only when I looked at it for a second 
time, the day after, that I realised you were inviting us to 
join the TORY PARTY bus, presumably for electioneering 
purposes – somehow I thought you were asking us to join 
you both for a bit of a do with, say, 30 other people, a 
finger buffet, champagne and funny hats. Something like 
that!
I now realise my mistake and see the relevance of your 
request for a significant donation – I thought that things in 
the Country must be pretty bad if you needed us to pay 
towards the cost of the buffet on the bus! (Needless to say, 
we would have been happy enough to bring a bottle of 
wine, a box of chocs for Carrie or even something for the 
children!)
As it happened, my wife and I wouldn’t have been able to 
attend because she is a “Vegan ++” and therefore cannot 
eat or drink anything that has been anywhere near another 
human being and certainly not a politician (right wing or 
not). As for my part, the damn prostate is playing up, so 
these days I don’t drink anything after 6p.m., otherwise I’m 
up all night!
That brings me to the donation to the Tory party. We’ve 
been going through a tough spell this last year, what with 
my having to get private treatment for my gout (Dear old 
NHS not available), so we cannot promise more than about 
£500. Though, now we are in our dotage, I suppose we 
could consider selling our old exercise bikes (with panier 
bags) as well as my wife’s wardrobe of old dance frocks 
and sequinned peplums. Mind you, I’d have to ask my 
younger son about this because he is likely to want to give 
these latter proceeds to the Labour party instead.
 If we do make a donation, my wife wants to know if you 
give Nectar points, like we get when we buy petrol, so we 

get something back for our contribution. Looking forward 
to your clarification on this point Boris.
Whilst I am writing to you I thought I would share with you 
an idea I have been mulling over for some time; a great 
idea for raising funds for the Tory party. It takes the form of 
a game.
The game is for four players, two on each side of a virtual 
net with a fifth person as scorer. They represent Boris and 
Michael Gove on one side and Keir Starmer and Angela 
Rayner on the other. Each ‘serves’ one serve across the net 
in the form of a challenging question and the object of the 
game is to respond to the question with a funny one-liner.
The questions would be something along these lines: 
Boris lobs this grenade over to Kier: “Have you ever had 
the courage to go down a zip wire given that, if you were 
to get stuck half way down, you might end up looking a 
complete idiot?” When Kier responds, he gets 1 point if he 
makes his own side laugh/ giggle, 2 points if he makes the 
other side laugh but no points at all if no one laughs. It now 
falls to Michael to serve to Angela. E.g. “Was it you who 
responded “a packet of crisps and a Buck’s Fizz please” 
when the Speaker called you to “Order”?  Keir to Boris 
“Would you like Angela to give you a really good haircut, 
sort out your split ends and tame the whole thing?”  And 
then Angela to Michael “Would you please apologise 
for your side calling us Supine Protoplasmic Invertebrate 
Jellies?” 
Boris, I hope you’ve got the idea and that your marketing 
people can work this up into a suitable board game. If 
so, they could promote this on both sides of the pond. It 
should sell well in the US because their leaders absolutely 
LOVE you in America. (Though not so much in France and 
mainland Europe.)
Well, that’s all for now. Thanks again for contacting us. We’ll 
send you something sometime.
Sebastian D.  (Contributed by B. Lawrence)

Dear Prime Minister...
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ROOKERY
BARNS LTD

Complete your country home...

Quality, Style and Service since 1998
tel: 01420 488870 | www.rookerybarns.com

As your local barn specialist, we have designed and 
constructed over 950 oak barn-style buildings in the last 24 
years. We offer to take care of every stage of your project:     

� Designing your barn
� Securing planning approval if required
� Groundworks and landscaping
� Barn construction and erection
� Roofing, electrics and internal fit-out

R
O
OK

ERY BARN
S

years

900
barns
20

AR
CH

AN
T}P

RO
O

F  
   

 A
RC

HA
N

T}P
RO

O
F  

   
   

AR
CH

AN
T}P

RO
O

F

AR
CH

AN
T}P

RO
O

F  
   

 A
RC

HA
N

T}P
RO

O
F  

   
   

AR
CH

AN
T}P

RO
O

F

AR
CH

AN
T}P

RO
O

F  
   

 A
RC

HA
N

T}P
RO

O
F  

   
   

AR
CH

AN
T}P

RO
O

F

AR
CH

AN
T}P

RO
O

F  
   

 A
RC

HA
N

T}P
RO

O
F  

   
   

AR
CH

AN
T}P

RO
O

F

AR
CH

AN
T}P

RO
O

F  
   

 A
RC

HA
N

T}P
RO

O
F  

   
   

AR
CH

AN
T}P

RO
O

F

AR
CH

AN
T}P

RO
O

F  
   

 A
RC

HA
N

T}P
RO

O
F  

   
   

AR
CH

AN
T}P

RO
O

F



9www.holybourne.com Spring 2022 Holybourne
Neatham& Village Magazine

For14 years a (new to) Holybourne resident, Jackie Nelson, 
sponsored an Indian child through the local Fleet-based 
charity Compassion UK. However, in 2017, Compassion 
were told to cease all operations in India and Jackie lost 
any means of contacting her child virtually overnight. This is 
the story of her search to reconnect with Janaki.
Janaki was three years old when I first began my child 
sponsorship journey with her. The Compassion profile of 
her provided a picture of a small Indian girl in front of a 
shanty house and briefly described the circumstances 
of her parents and their situation of generational extreme 
poverty. My sponsorship could provide Janaki with a local 
church-based programme that included some food every 
day and additional classroom education which would 
provide her with opportunities for a better future. So began 
a relationship of ten years where we corresponded two or 
three times a year and we learned more about each other.
In the early years, Janaki’s English skills restricted our 
communications but we shared pictures and she learned 
more about my family here in the UK whilst I learned a little 
about hers. Janaki was clearly a quick learner and her letters 
got longer, initially translated by a local programme worker, 
and later she began to write them herself. I learned how 
her mother had married at the age of 14 and her father 
struggled with alcohol and finding regular work; how they 
lived in a small rural village in one room with a kitchen area 
in the rear yard; and how she aspired to become a teacher 
and to break the cycle of poverty that had affected her 
family for generations.  
However, the political situation in India was changing 
and in late 2016 the Indian government announced that it 
was closing down Compassion’s programmes across the 
country. Within three months all communication ceased 
between the 145,000 children and their corresponding 
sponsors. For me, losing contact with Janaki was heart-

Gotlam village

Finding Janaki

wrenching. What would happen to her? How would she 
be able to complete her education? Would she now be 
married off and would everything she had achieved so far 
be wasted?
My husband Tony and I have always had a passion for 
overseas travel and we had been to India on many 
occasions. So, for us it was natural to want to search for 
Janaki and re-establish a direct connection with her. We 
had three pieces of information: her name, her village and 
the local name of the programme – not much to go on in a 
country of 1.35 billion people…
Through many hours of searching databases and asking 
friends and contacts in India to help, we eventually found 
the village – in a remote part of eastern India in the state of 
Andhra Pradesh, and a contact point on the programme. 
So on our holiday to India in 2018 we detoured to that part 
of the country and hired a taxi to take us to the village. We 
needed to tell the local driver where the village was located 
as he didn’t know! Arriving late morning in 35C temperature 
we first located the building that housed a medical centre 
(another part of the organisation) and then arranged for the 
programme leader to bring Janaki to meet us in the centre. 
It was very emotional and more so when we were invited 
into her home in the village and met her parents and family. 
She lifted up the mattress of the family bed and showed us 
all my letters and photographs she had accumulated over 
the ten years. Many tears were shed in joy.
Reconnecting with Janaki has enabled us to continue to 
sponsor her involvement in the local programme and she 
is now at college studying the equivalent of ‘A’ levels – 
Maths, Physics and Computer Science. Her dream is still 
to become a teacher and help to provide opportunities 
for more local children in the future. We have visited her 
a few more times since that first journey and we hope to 
continue our relationship with her for many years to come! 
If you’d like to sponsor a child through Compassion then 
they can easily be contacted through their webpage. It can 
be a joy-filled experience.
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Free Delivery and complimentary stacking

www.theknottywood.co.uk
01420 730047    07938 341623

Hampshire & Surrey's premium supplier of Seasoned Kiln
Dried Wood. Woodsure ‘ready to burn’ certified, with a
less than 20% moisture content which is better for your

appliance and the environment.
Available now to order: Seasoned Kiln Dried Wood,
Kindling, eco friendly firelighters and smokeless fuel.

HOLYBOURNE VILLAGE HALL

Available for public hire, offering a
maximum capacity of 60 people, a fully-
fitted and equipped kitchen, toilet
facilities and full level access.
The hall is situated in the centre of the
village, just a few yards up Church Lane
from London Road.

HOURLY HIRE RATES
Holybourne Residents
Weekdays: £10.50
Weekends before 18:00 £12.00
Weekends after 18:00 £13.50
Non-Holybourne Residents
Weekdays: £12.00
Weekends before 18:00 £14.50
Weekends after 18:00 £19.00

BOOKING ENQUIRIES
Vickie Kemp
01420 549074 / 07737 369803
villagehall@holybourne.com

ONLINE HALL AVAILABILITY
www.holybourne.com
Select the ‘Village Hall’
Press “Click Here to Book”

New prices as shown from 1st January 2022. The china, glass and cutlery in the kitchen are all included in the cost of the hire.
Hirers must ensure that the duration of their booking is sufficient for any setting up and clearing up. Free access to the hall cannot be given for this purpose.
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A massive thanks to Master of Wine Xenia Ruscombe-King 
for hosting our wine tasting event.  We raised just under 
£400 on an entertaining and informative evening from 
which the feedback was overwhelmingly positive.  And, 
of course, thanks to everyone who came and supported it, 
we couldn’t have done it without you!  We’re looking at a 
total outlay of around £2000 on the roof, so this puts us a 
fifth of the way there.
The new heating is installed and there have been some 
teething problems – it seems it was somehow “knocked” 
onto manual mode and had therefore been running 
constantly for quite some time, which explained why it 
was always so lovely and warm in there.  Goodness knows 
what the next energy bill will look like – and that’s before 
the “up to 54%” price rises come into effect!  We have 

From our legal correspondent...
On 6th April 2022, the long awaited ‘no fault’ divorce will 
come into effect. Up until now when applying for a divorce, 
it has to be proven that the marriage has irretrievably broken 
down and the spouse applying needs to demonstrate 
this by proving one of five facts: Adultery, Unreasonable 
behaviour, Desertion for two years, two years separation 
with consent from the other party or five years separation 
without consent.
The key changes from the new law are as follows:
1. Couples can make a joint application for divorce
 The first change is that divorce proceedings no longer 

have to be initiated by one partner alone. Instead, a 
couple can make a joint application. While that may 
seem like a technical measure, supporters of the new 
law argue that it removes an in-built imbalance that 
undermines attempts to split amicably.

2. Minimum of twenty weeks cooling off period
 The new law also lays down a minimum allowable period 

of twenty weeks between the initial application and the 
conditional order, and another six weeks between the 
conditional and final orders. That means that even the 
smoothest divorce will take at least six months or more 
to complete, compared to 3-4 months under the current 
process.

3. Divorce can be granted without blame
 The current list of five permissible ways to prove the 

breakdown of marriage has been replaced by a single 
mechanism. Now all that is required is for at least one 
spouse to provide a legal statement to say the marriage 
has broken down irretrievably. This statement counts as 
conclusive evidence and cannot be contested.

already had to increase the hire charges to help cover the 
ever-increasing cost of electricity and gas and the trustees 
will be keeping a close eye on the situation going forwards.
At the time of writing, preparations are well underway for 
our Spring Quiz on Saturday 5th March, it is hoped that this 
will be a great evening and push us considerably further 
closer to our roof target.
We are very fortunate that a new trustee has come forward 
as we were getting a bit worried – two trustees have 
stepped down, and two have announced their intention to 
come off the committee at the next AGM.  This still leaves 
us a few people short, so if you would be interested, 
please get in touch.  We’ve also started an e-mailing list to 
keep people informed of events we’re organising at the 
hall, such as the quiz and working parties.  If you’d like to 
“opt in” to this, please email villagehall@holybourne.com 
with “email opt in” in the subject line.  Otherwise, we’ll try 
to keep our Facebook page updated with news and events 
as they occur.
Ben Kemp

Family Law Matters

Village Village 
Hall NewsHall News

We shall wait with patience to see whether the uptake on 
this process is popular or given that it does not shorten the 
process in anyway, may mean that parties still choose the 
more traditional route. 
[Ed. I’m grateful for this advice but please do not assume 
it implies any kind of encouragement on my part to boot 
your partner out at the earliest available opportunity.]
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The sky’s the limit and things are 
definitely looking brighter as more 
countries are opening, restrictions are 
reducing, and customer confidence is 
definitely coming back

So what is travel looking like for 2022?!
As Australia marked a significant milestone by opening up 
its borders this week to vaccinated travellers along with 
Canada following behind. And Thailand opening with 
their test and go scheme we hope to see more countries 
following behind with fewer restrictions as we move 
forward
So where is popular with clients?
After two years of not being able to travel, not only is 
customer confidence growing, but so is the desire to tick 
off those big bucket list items. January and February for 
Cochoa Travel has seen not only a significant increase in 
enquiries and bookings, but the value spent has been 
double what we have seen previously along with people 
being more adventurous
From the Indian Ocean, Maldives and Mauritius especially, 
America from Las Vegas, New York and New England are all 
proving very popular for sure as well as Lapland to which 
2023 dates have already been released early for a number 
of resorts due to such high demand this year
Once in a lifetime trips, special anniversaries and family 
trips have accelerated!
The key is to book ahead where possible to avoid 
disappointment. With two years of re-bookings happening 

Travelling to a Brighter horizon...Travelling to a Brighter horizon...
for customers and the world opening again, last-minute 
deals as we have previously seen prior to covid are not as 
available as they once were
For vaccinated passengers the general rule of thumb for 
returning to the UK is completion of a passenger locator 
form and proof of vaccinations
Each of the various countries that you are travelling to 
will have their own requirements. Generally speaking, 
passengers need to present their vaccination record, proof 
of travel insurance which must include covid cover as 
well as cover if the holiday cannot go ahead because a 
member of your party tests positive. This is something that 
happened to a client of mine only last week and luckily, we 
were able to move the holiday to another date because of 
the flexibility I have with suppliers I work with and also they 
were covered on their insurance. You also need to check 
with the airline that you are travelling with as well to review 
if they have any additional requirements
For un-vaccinated travellers it is stricter and therefore they 
need to refer to the Foreign Travel Advice.
The website that I swear by for any trip that I plan is the 
Government foreign travel advice website enclosed below 
as well as reviewing the induvial airline you are travelling 
with if travelling outside the UK
www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice
It can all seem very overwhelming when you first start 
looking and planning a holiday, but perhaps is another 
reason to use a travel agent as we take the pressure and 
information overload away.
Suzie Nelson, Cochoa Travel  suzie@cochoatravel.co.uk
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Sean was the youngest son of Ernest and Gill Baddeley.  His 
Dad was a Grenadier Guard.   Sean was born in Farnham on 
23rd September 1969 and he and his brother Keith spent 
their younger years growing up at Partridge Green in Alton.  
His Mum and Dad parted and after a short spell in a flat in 
Alton, the family moved into Howards Lane with the local 
Farmer, David Newman.    David and Gill married and Sean 
gained two stepbrothers, Tim and Duncan.  
It was David who created the nickname “Coo” with 
reference to the racing pigeons Sean kept as a teenager. 
Sean and Duncan were both keen snooker players and 
perfected their sport at the Watney’s Sports club.  Through 
his whole life Sean enjoyed Snooker and played for 
both the White Hart and the Queens Head pool teams at 
different times.  If there were a televised tournament at the 
Crucible everyone at home had to be extremely quiet so 
that Sean could listen to the silence which seems to be 
part of Snooker games.
After leaving Eggars school Sean started work on Manor 
Farm and in 1989 went off to Sparsholt Agricultural College 
for a year.  He returned to the family farm but had a short 
spell in 1992 working at a dairy farm in Rotherwick.  He 
often talked of having his own dairy herd but sadly this did 
not come to fruition.  
In 2000 Sean became a Dad for the first time when Henry 
was born and two years later Georgia followed.  In 2015 
Georgia opted to live with her Dad and did so right up until 
he passed away.
After David’s death in 2005 Sean took over the beef herd 
and the 1000 acre tenancy of Manor farm which he farmed 
up until 2020.  In 2016 a hydraulic pipe burst when he was 

underneath the boom of his sprayer out in one of the fields.  
Sean was crushed and broke several ribs.  We have since 
wondered if that was the beginning of the damage to the 
Aorta which finally ended his life.   
Sean was actually a strong swimmer.  On a holiday in the 
Algarve he swan out an estimated mile to retrieve Henry’s 
beach ball and the following year had to pluck Georgia out 
of the holiday complex swimming pool after she tumbled 
in whilst playing with her dalmation dominos poolside!
Sean  visited Australia three times and had a great love for 
the country.   If things had worked out differently he may 
well have retired there.  
When a charity shooting event had been held on Manor 
Farm, Sean donated the proceeds to the Air Ambulance.  
When he died a just giving memorial fund was set up and 
£1300 was raised so that was also donated to the Air 
Ambulance in Sean’s memory.  
Someone said to me after he died, love him or hate him 
Sean was a “big character” and we just don’t seem to have 
the big characters anymore. I can personally confirm he 
could be a tyrant however he could be very funny, he had 
a big laugh, he absolutely loved a party and I still expect 
to see him walking along to the pub wearing his big boots 
and his shorts and often sporting a red golfing umbrella.
RIP Cooey 
Sally Lloyd

Sean Baddeley “Coo”Sean Baddeley “Coo”
23.09.69 – 06.06.2123.09.69 – 06.06.21
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After an interesting Zoom meeting about Jane Austen for 
our January meeting; we actually met in person on the 
17th February in the Village Hall to hear a very interesting 
talk given by two colleagues from the Hampshire WI.  The 
theme was how climate change is affecting women and 
girls in the world.
Although there are many theories on what is causing more 
extreme weather globally and a rise in temperatures, 
nobody seems to be arguing that it is happening and that 
we can all do things to help.

It was very interesting 
to hear that in so many 
countries in Africa 
and Asia, women are 
suffering the impact 
of climate change and 
in many cases more 
so than men.  This is 
because when more 
extreme heat or drought 
affects an area; women 
are much less mobile 
than men due to their 
family responsibilities, 
often multigenerational.
Even in developed 
countries, research has 
found that due to the 
difficulty in accessing 
health, education, 
finance and legal 

Holybourne Honeys WI

advice, women seem to suffer more than men. Caring 
responsibilities often mean lower pay, which limits options 
a great deal.  I was amazed to hear that after Hurricane 
Katrina in the USA, the female Afro Caribbean community 
were significantly impacted and partly because of the 
difficulty in accessing help.
In various natural disasters, such as Katrina and the 2004 
tsunami, studies have shown that women are fourteen 
times more likely to die in natural disasters; in the tsunami, 
three times more women died than men.
The WI are asking us all to be more aware of our consumption 
generally as buying more and more stuff has an impact.  We 
all used to be much better at making do and mend. For 
many, the lockdown has helped wean us off buying more 
things. Although Jeff Bezos does not seem to be suffering 
too much! Maybe we all have more work to do on curbing 
our on line shopping habits. Oh yes, and wear more 
jumpers rather than turning the thermostat up!!
Looking forward...
By the time you read this, our March meeting will have  
heard about Iran. Most of us know little about what it is 
really like to live and work in such a place. In April we are 
on much more familiar territory with a chocolate workshop! 
There are also a few pop up events happening including 
coffee and cake at the pub. We are hoping for a few new 
members and visitors for those meetings; details on the 
village notice board and website.
(Meetings take place on 3rd Thursday of the month, in the 
Village Hall at 19:30)
If you need any details about membership please contact…
Mary Blackwell  holybournesec@hampshirewi.org.uk
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Aromatherapy Experts since 1994, 
based locally in Alton.

1 Absolute House
Mill Lane

Alton
GU34 2PX

www.absolute-aromas.com
Phone: 01420 540400
Email: relax@absolute-aromas.com

@absolutearomas
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Hollie Farr

What a relief to get back to ‘normal’! The diary is looking as 
full as it used to be and even Saturdays are being booked 
up again too. There is a distinct appetite for Community 
Events again and with the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Year in 
full swing, we have many Fairs and Fetes back in the diary.
As we type, we are coming towards the end of our lambing, 
which has been a traumatic one. We have had so many sets 
of triplets, of which only three sets have all survived. We 
have got twenty live lambs in total from thirteen ewes, which 
is a good result if we don’t think about the other lambs that 
didn’t make it. It has certainly tested our skills with strange 
presentations, and it would appear a lack of good quality, 
natural colostrum is a deciding factor for survival. After 
multiple farm staff, both in the night and during daylight 
tried to help one of our ewes, we eventually had to 
admit defeat. It meant we gave a final year vet student the 
opportunity to carry out a C-Section during Storm Eunice in 
order to remove two dead lambs in order to save the ewe’s 
life. That’s one for her CV! Unfortunately, the first lamb was a 
monster size and had blocked the exit for the more normal 
sized one behind. The ewe is currently eating, drinking and 
chewing the cud and appears to be recovering well from 
her ordeal. But this is a sheep we are talking about so by 
the time this is printed, who knows what the outcome of 
the story will be!
We always like to keep our followers up to date on social 
media which can be a blessing or a curse. How much can 
you really tell people? While we don’t wish to portray 
the idyllic lifestyle with no problems, we also want our 
Facebook posts to be uplifting and prompt a smile from 
our followers. However, it is difficult to find a positive 
angle on the death of thirteen lambs and one ewe. We love 
seeing people enjoy the lambs gambolling in the fields, 
but getting them to that stage involves blood, sweat and 
tears… and hours of time.
We enjoyed watching the antics of Jeremy Clarkson and 
the more down to earth Kaleb Cooper on Clarkson’s Farm 

Mill Cottage News
last year, as it showed the real life pitfalls of the idyllic 
farming lifestyle. I still feel a Lamborghini tractor would be 
excessive though!
We have had a spate of surprise arrivals over the past 
couple of months. The baby rabbits were due to the over 
enthusiastic helpers leaving all the hutch doors open. We 
also had one litter of piglets arrive just before Christmas and 
another sow produced eight piglets in February. Neither 
sow had been near the official breeding boar. The father of 
both litters must have been one of the piglets we bought 
from Farmer Bryan at Longdown Activity Farm in May 2021 
when they were a couple of months old. We think we have 
made sure this kind of surprise won’t happen again (the 
sausages taste good), but I suppose we should wait three 
months, three weeks, three days (the gestation of a pig) 
before being emphatic about that!
Sarah Main
I was so excited when 
I saw the Mandarin 
Duck pair on the village 
pond. I hope we will 
see some ducklings 
there in the spring. 
They are my favourite 
type of duck. They 
nest in trees like Wood 
Ducks.
The male plumage is orange, blue, green, light brown, black 
and white, and they have a red beak. The females have light 
brown, grey, white and black feathers and a pale beak. The 
males are easier to see because of the bright colours. They 
originated from China and Japan. They are about as big as 
a call duck. They lay eggs about as big and green as a Call 
Duck egg, so smaller than a chicken egg.
I hope they are here to stay and other villagers spot them 
too. I just love ducks.
Jonah Main
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We have expanded to fulfil our customers needs

• Servicing
• Air conditioning servicing and re-gas
• Main dealer standard fault diagnostic equipment
• Brakes
• Cam-belts
• Tyres & wipers
• Exhausts
• Batteries

• Clutches
• All makes & models  undertaken
• Free courtesy car
• VW Kombi van specialist

01420 474541
www.brandautos.co.uk | enquiries@brandautos.co.uk

8 Kingsley Business Park, Kingsley, Hampshire, GU35 9LY

MMIIKKEE  GGAARRWWOOOODD  LLTTDD  
 IIsseekkii  

  CCoommppaacctt  ttrraaccttoorrss  
&&  DDiieesseell  EEnnggiinnee  MMoowweerrss  

CCoolllleeccttiioonn  oorr    
MMuullcchhiinngg  ssyysstteemmss  

  

SSTTIIHHLL  
 CHAINS SAWS BLOWERS 
STRIMMERS  SHREDDERS 

HEDGECUTTERS ELECTRIC 
BATTERY AND PETROL 

CCAALLOORR  GGAASS  
CCAASSTTEELL  aanndd  VVIIKKIINNGG  MMoowweerrss  

SShheelllleeyyss  BBaarrnn      EEaasstt  WWoorrllddhhaamm    AAllttoonn    0011442200  8844445588  

KKAAWWAASSAAKKII  
 ATV’S & MULES 

Battery Pruner 
Up to 4 inch 
cut 
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George Frederic Noad served as Headmaster of Andrews 
Endowed School in Holybourne from sometime before 
1851 until probably 1860.  He was born to Humphrey 
Minchin Noad, a dyer, and Maria Noad on 18th September 
1812 and baptised in Rode, Somerset on 8th October as 
George Frederick, although subsequent records leave out 
the ‘k’.  
George studied at Oxford University, where he achieved 
Bachelor of Civil Law in 1838, and Doctor of Civil Law in 
1846. He then held various scholastic appointments until 
1867. 
He married Jane Fuller, a farmer’s daughter, on 13th July 
1844 at Aston Tirrold, then part of Berkshire.  The following 
year their first child Maria Jane was born in Hull, followed 
closely by Helen Martha, George Henry Carden, and Charles 
Frederick Carden in 1849.
In 1951 the census records George F Noad as ‘Clergyman 
without care of souls, Head Master of Grammar School’ at 
Holybourne Endowed Grammar School, with Jane, his 26 
year old wife, and their four children.  Also resident there 
were George’s mother Maria and Jane’s sister Mary, together 
with seven pupils, four of them relatives, and four servants.   
Noad was assisted by Susan Allen and Ann Elizabeth 
Baigent as schoolmistresses.
Later that year another daughter, Emily, was born, followed 
by Mary Carlotta Eliza, Sophia Louisa, Florence Katherine 
Elizabeth, and in 1859 Fanny Valentina.  There were now 
two sons and seven daughters.
George frequently advertised his school in the press. The 
first (shown on the right, 2nd from top) is a cutting from the 
Hampshire Chronicle 10th January 1852. The next advert is 
from 6th August 1859 and the last is from 28th January 1860.
White’s Directory of 1859 describes Holybourne’s Free 
Grammar School: 
“There is a good house for the master and a large school room 
for the boys, but the girls are taught by a schoolmistress at 
her own house. The endowment (by the founder Thomas 
Andrews) now yields about £160 per year, applied as 
follows: £40 to the schoolmaster; £20 to the schoolmistress; 
£15 for books, stationery, firing, etc; £20 for clothing some 
of the scholars; and about £40 for apprentice fees.  There 
are about 40 boys and 30 girls as free scholars, and the 
master is allowed to take other pupils, both as boarders 
and day scholar.” 
In May 1860 George Noad advertised for pupils for the 
school he planned to open in Reading (see advert, right 
from the Berkshire Chronicle dated 12th May 1860). By 
October he was Principal of Bridge House Classical and 
Mathematical School, Reading.  In July Francis Robert 
Carden was born.

Andrews Endowed School Headmaster
George Frederick Noad (1812 - 1876)

continued...
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George Frederick Noad
continued
It is unclear who was then headmaster of Andrews School.  
At the schoolhouse in 1861 the head of the household 
was Samuel Brindley, a carpenter.  Boarding with the family 
was Andrew Thomas McFarland, a teacher of English and 
Latin.  Susan Allen was still the schoolmistress, assisted by 
Elizabeth Coleman.  By 1865 the position of headmaster 
was held by George Cobb, assisted by his wife Margaret.
At that time the Electoral Register of 1861 qualified the Rev. 
George Frederic Noad to vote by possession of a house 
in Bridge Street, his abode.  The census recorded George, 
Jane and Helen as visitors at Aston Tirrol, Berkshire at the 
home of Jane’s mother Martha, while the other children 
were at St Giles, Bridge Street, Reading.  The last child, 
Edward Arthur Carden, joined the family in 1862, poor 
Jane having borne eleven children in seventeen years
Evidently the school was not a success as George Noad 
was adjudged bankrupt, as recorded in the London 
Gazette in Nov 1866 (top right).  However George was 
soon employed as Rector of Cold Norton, Essex in 1868 in 
a ‘Freehold Benefice Rectory’.
In 1871 the family were in Cold Norton together with a 
niece, a nephew, and three servants. This is shown in the 
census of that year (2nd from top).
George Frederic Noad died in 1876 aged 64 and was 
buried in St Stephen’s, Cold Norton on 30 November.  The 
monumental inscription reads
GEORGE FREDERICK NOAD, Rector of Cold Norton, 
died Nov 25 1876
MART his daughter died Dec 4 1872
Lord, all pitying, Jesu blest, grants them Thine eternal rest

St. Stephen, Cold Norton - where George Noad was rector and is buried

However George’s affairs were not yet settled.  A notice in 
the London Gazette in 1877 (above) advisd all creditors to 
send their claims to “the Solicitor of the defendant, Charles 
Frederic Carden Noad” by 23rd February.  It was not until 
1879 that his estate was finally resolved at less than £450.
Jane, his wife, lived for a time in Clapham, then at Reigate 
until her death in 1895 aged 70.
Linda Habberfield 
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Carols outside the pub which remains at the heart of the village

Friends of Alton Station
I last wrote about the progress of the project to save the 
1892 Alton station footbridge in the Spring 2020 issue. The 
bridge had just been lifted out by Network Rail and we had 
moved it to Brant Storage for... storage.  There it stayed, 
covered with tarpaulins, all through the pandemic. Whilst 
it’s condition was only marginally worse after nearly two 
years, we took the decision to have it dismantled.
We engaged a company called Green Oak Carpentry to 
undertake this work. The photo shows the work in progress 
and the news made the front page of the Herald local 
paper that week. The components have now been moved 
off site to a new home where they are undercover. The 
generous person providing us with the new storage site 
is very happy to be supporting our project and having it 
protected from the elements allows us a breathing space 
as we work towards the next step.
We now have the task of assessing the work that needs 
doing, getting this costed, securing a site where the bridge 
can be re-erected, drawing up a plan of action and then 
finding enough money to complete the project. We are 
still planning to establish a charity to take over the project, 
allowing us to claim back gift aid on donations made. We 
have been lucky to have one major donor, as well as a 
number of grants, but the public have given us £3,660 to 

date through our Just Giving crowd funding page which all 
helps us to amass enough funds to get the ball rolling.
All the work outlined will take time, but the coming stage 
of the project will be crucial if we are to succeed in not 
only restoring the bridge, but in putting it back on display 
for its new lease of life. 
Stephen Lewis, Chair of Friends of Alton Station  
www.Fr iendsOfAltonStat ion.org.uk   
www.facebook.com/f r iendsofa l tonstat ion  
w w w. j u s t g i v i n g . c o m / c r o w d f u n d i n g / a l t o n -
stat ion-footbr idge-campaign
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Kemp & Stevens Funeral Directors

Call us for immediate support, advice or to arrange a home visit. 
We are here to help 24 hours a day.

www.kempandstevens.co.uk

Proudly serving the local community

• 24 hour service
• Bereavement advice
• Transparent pricing
• Home visits
• Private chapels of rest
• Memorial masonry
• Prepaid funeral plans
• Floral tributes

The Thorne family at Kemp & Stevens Funeral 
Directors are here to support and guide you. We offer 

a friendly and professional service to families.

Alton

01420 83177
93-95 High Street GU34 1LG

Ca l l  Peter  Ch ivers  on : 01256 389124
O r  M o b i l e :  0 7 8 0 3  0 9 6 6 4 2
B P C A  M E M B E R  -  F U L L Y  I N S U R E D
9  S T E N B U R Y  D R I V E ,  P R E S T O N  C A N D O V E R ,  B A S I N G S T O K E
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PETER CHIVERS PCS
WASP NEST TREATMENTS
DON’T GET STUNG
CALL FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE NOW

FOR ALL YOUR PEST CONTROL NEEDS:
Wasps, Bees, Rats, Mice, Moles, Cluster Flies, Squirrels,
Cockroaches, Rabbits, Pigeons, Bird-Proofing,
Emergancy Wasp Nest Treatments, Mole Trapping Specialist

YOUR LOCAL
PEST CONTROL
EXPERTS

tcpestcontrol@tcpestcontrol.co.uktcpestcontrol.co.uk

Totalcare
pest control

0800 468 1404

We also have a full pest bird proofing and 
fouling clearance service

TotalCare is part of the Cleankill family

Wasps
Rats
Mice
Cockroaches
Moles

Flies
Ants
Fleas
Squirrels
Pigeons

Same day sevice and free onsite advice

pest control

Providing quality tuition in your local area.
English, French, German, Spanish,

Portuguese & EFL.

  All ages                All levels

Alton Language Workshop

www.altonlanguageworkshop.org
alton.language.workshop@gmail.com
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ALLEN GALLERY
EXHIBITIONS 
• Through Olly’s Eyes (see main picture)  

Olly Coulson is a local disabled artist. At the age of 8, he 
was knocked off a bike and suffered a brain injury that 
left with him unable to write or walk properly, and mental 
and emotional issues.
Olly’s passion for art started at Treloar’s School and 
College and has been further enhanced by being an 
active member of Creative Response, Artscape, Art 
Venture, Art Invisible and Outside In. Olly has had pieces 
exhibited at Flora Twort Museum, Fabrica, Pallant House 
and Piano Noble Gallery (in conjunction with Outside In).
Olly has developed a love of creating Mer-people 
(Mermaids and Mermen), portraits, scenic landscapes, 
and using driftwood, sweet wrappers and other recycled 
materials. In the Café area.  Exhibition until 27th March FREE

TALKS
• The Social History of the English Civil War Soldier  

By Alan Turton  
Alan is a military historian specialising in the English 
Civil War and the period up to the mid-18th century.  
From 1987-2011 he was the curator of the English 
Civil War site of Basing House (once the largest 
private house in Tudor England), which underwent 
the longest siege of the English Civil War.  
Thursday 14th April, 7.30 pm.  
FREE, donations gratefully received.

Allen Gallery & Curtis Museum
CURTIS MUSEUM
New Exhibit:  
Adlam’s Bakery lamp  
We have a new exhibit at the 
Curtis Museum - an exterior 
gas lamp from Adlam’s 
Bakery, which was on Market 
Square.
There has probably been 
a building on this Market 
Square site since the Middle 
Ages, but the first recorded 
bakery only dates from 1851.
Henry Adlam took over the 
property in the 1880s which 
became the family home for Henry, his wife Alice May and 
their five surviving children for the next 50 years.
The bakery became such an Alton institution that when 
Henry and his sons retired the new owners, the Buck family, 
who bought the property in 1963, kept the Adlam name 
over the door.
The bakery closed its doors for the final time in the early 
1990s
OPENING TIMES & WEB  
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday  
Curtis: 10am – 4pm.  Allen: 10.30 – 3.30pm  
www.hampshireculture.org.uk/curtis-museum  
www.hampshireculture.org.uk/allen-gallery
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Everyone is welcome to join us at any of our services when we come together to worship God, share time together as well 
as learn more about the Bible and how it applies to our lives today.  
Refreshments are served after the morning services and before the afternoon service.  You will find a warm welcome!  
If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact me at gordon.randall@sky.com or on 01420 549567.
Rev Gordon
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WHAT DOES EASTER MEAN FOR YOU?
...is it just another chance to have a holiday...to indulge 
with a few chocolate eggs or maybe buy something new 
to wear for Spring? I believe Easter is the most important 
celebration in the Christian calendar. Easter is a holiday 
that celebrates the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. After his 
crucifixion, death, and burial, three days later, he arose 
from the grave. I believe in doing so, he conquered death 
and redeemed us from sin if we believe in Him. This means 
.. the CROSS, EASTER and THE RESURRECTION are pivotal 
to the Christian Faith. 
So, without Easter Christianity does not exist! If it could be 
proved that the resurrection of Jesus from the dead never 
happened, the Christian faith would be destroyed in one 
moment. And I’d be out of a job! There is a verse in the 
Bible that says “…if Christ has not been raised, your faith is 
futile and you are still in your sins….we are of all people 
most to be pitied.” 
Right from the very start, the Christian community staked 
the whole validity of their message on this one single fact 
– Jesus had risen from the dead. Christianity claims to be 
verifiable based on this single historical claim. Disprove the 
resurrection of Jesus and Christianity is dead.
The birth of Christianity is remarkable. After Jesus was 
crucified the men and women who had followed him 
became a frightened, depressed and disillusioned group. 
They hid from the authorities and ran from the public 
eye for fear of being caught. But after they witnesses the 
Resurrection they gave their lives for what they knew to be 
true. They were suddenly transformed, unafraid, and started 
an international movement that has spread worldwide.
British adventurer, writer and television presenter, Bear Grylls 
is a Christian and he said of his faith: “Faith has been and is 
the backbone of my life. Christianity is not about religion. 
It’s about faith, about being held, about being forgiven. It’s 

Church News
about finding joy and finding home. We all want that, but 
nobody wants religion. Why do people turn away from 
faith? They’re not, they’re turning away from religion most 
of the time. I’ve yet to meet anyone who doesn’t want to 
be forgiven or held or find peace or joy in their life. We try 
loads of other stuff but it doesn’t fill the void like Jesus.”
The church came into existence because hundreds of men 
and women were utterly convinced that God had broken 
into human history and raised Christ from the dead offering 
the gift of forgiveness, hope, love and life.
Friends, the Church of the Holy Rood is more than a 
building that appears at the end of Church Lane.  People 
gather there to worship God because they believe the 
Resurrection really did happen. We strive to be more 
about the gift of forgiveness, hope, love and life rather than 
religion! Please do come and join us for our Easter Sunday 
Service at 9:30am on 17th April or at any of our services. All 
are welcome! Blessings this Easter!
Rev Gordon   07572 000491 gordon.randall@sky.com 

Key Amnesty!
Do you have a key to Holy Rood Church? 
We are in the process of tightening up our security 
procedures for the church and are aware that historically 
a number of people have had keys for the church who 
perhaps no longer need them. If this is the case, please 
could you let us have the key back?  You can drop it in at 
The Vicarage, 7 Church Lane, anonymously if you wish, or 
message me and I will come and pick it up.
If you do have a key and still need it, please let me know so 
we can ensure our list of current keyholders is up to date.
Thanks everyone, Ruth Randall
01420 549567/07981 609014/ruthmaryrandall@gmail.com 
(married to Rev Gordon, just in case you are wondering)  
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Coffee, cake and a warm welcome!
What:  Coffee Morning (including tea, cakes and healthy 

snacks too)
Where: Holy Rood Church, Church Lane
Day: Every Tuesday, including during school holidays
Time:  10am to 11.45am (ending with a short time of 

prayer from 11.45am to 12noon) 
Who for: Everyone, including children and dogs!
Cost: No charge, although donations are welcome
Everyone is welcome to join us for refreshments and good 
company.  Some people pop in for a quick cuppa and a 
chat for ten minutes, others stay for the whole two hours.   
From 11.45am we have a short time of prayer for our 
community, our country and our world.   You do not have 
to pray out loud and there is no pressure to stay.  
The number of people coming along has been increasing; 
some people are church members, others have never been 
in the church before.   EVERYONE is welcome.   It is great 
to see new friendships form and blossom.   
Why not come along and join us?
Ruth (ruthmaryrandall@gmail.com / 01420 549567)

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not 
hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as 
these.”    Matthew 19;14 
If you have a baby or toddler, would love to meet some 
other families in the area and have some time where the 
little one/s in your care can do some craft, play games, sing 
songs and learn a little bit about Jesus then Teddies is the 
place for you!    
The Teddies meet on a Wednesday morning at Holy Rood 
Church from 9.45am until 10.30am, when we always finish 
with a ‘teddy bear hunt’.
We are currently a small group, but we would love to have 
a few more people join us.  
There is no charge, but there are refreshments and you will 
find a warm welcome.   Perhaps you would like to bring 
along your own teddy with you?!
If you have any questions please contact Sarah, who leads 
the group, or Ruth (details below).  
We look forward to greeting some new ‘Teddies’ very soon.
The Teddies Team – Sarah, Alan, Corinne and Ruth
Ruth (ruthmaryrandall@gmail.com/ 01420 549567)
Sarah (sarahebbutt@gmail.com)

Church Coffee 
Mornings

Teddies
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Luminosa
Luminosa Celebrates 12 Fabulous Years 
with a Tribute to Women Composers 
Luminosa Voices have extra spring in their step and joy 
in their voices this Easter as they celebrate their twelfth 
anniversary, two years later than scheduled, with a concert 
on 2nd April at the magnificent All Saints Church, Odiham. 
The evening will showcase music from composers who 
have all drawn on inspirations from the past for their text. 
At the heart of the programme, the Choir is honoured 
and excited to be performing the large-scale Da Vinci 
Requiem which was composed by Cecilia McDowall 
for the 500-year anniversary of the artist’s death in 2019. 
It has been performed only once before in the UK, in the 
same year at its premiere in May at the Royal Festival Hall, 
London by Wimbledon Choral Society, under the baton 
of Neil Ferris. Composed from Leonardo’s Notebooks and 
his reflective and penetrating insights into the nature of 
mortality, this work sheds new light on familiar requiem 
texts through its palette of light and shade and textural 
detail. The composer’s distinctive fusion of fluent, melodic 
lines with occasional dissonant harmonies and rhythmic 
exuberance speaks directly to listeners, instrumentalists 
and singers alike. The piece is powerfully 
communicative and will be conducted by 
Rebekah Abbott, Artistic Director of Luminosa, 
and accompanied by Michael Higgins at the 
wonderful Odiham organ and a beautiful 
grand piano, hired especially for the concert. 
The evening will be enhanced by a rare and 
thrilling opportunity to hear an illuminating talk 
by world famous composer, Cecilia McDowall, 
about the links to Leonardo Da Vinci within this 
work, the composition process and about the 
composer herself.
Also in the programme is Vaughan Williams’ 
Five Mystical Songs, based on the devotional 
poetry of the seventeenth century Welsh-born 
poet and Anglican priest, George Herbert. 
The work is a fitting musical prelude to 
Easter: opening with simple, direct, intrinsic 
spirituality and finishing with the majestic 
Antiphon, “Let all the World in Every Corner 
Sing”. Stuart Orme is the Baritone soloist who 
will join Luminosa for this performance.
Luminosa is also delighted to have 
commissioned a new work, Salve Deus, Rex 
Judaeorum, an impassioned portrayal of the 
Easter Cantata, by composer Alison Willis. 
Alison has breathed musical life into the work 
of Aemilia Lanyer (1569–1645), one of the first 
Englishwomen to publish a volume of original 
verse at a time when there was still suspicion 
of women’s work in print.  Both Rebekah and 

The Choir that Keeps on Singing

Alison fell in love with the honesty in her writing. The 
poem is a daring version of the story of Christ, told from 
a female perspective. The cantata takes as its focus Pilate’s 
wife who, according to Matthew 27.19, tried to dissuade 
her husband from ordering Christ’s death. This moving and 
compelling piece is a synthesis of choral clarity, striking 
chords and harmony. Its composer, Alison Willis, is already 
a feted musician, having composed Non Omnis Moriar for 
the BBC Singers and A Light Not Yet Ready to Go Out for the 
London Concert Choir, raising awareness of, and money for, 
Breast Cancer Now.
With robust direction by Artistic Director and 
Conductor, Rebekah Abbott, the addition of high-quality 
instrumentalists and soloists, and motivated by a shared 
philosophy of outstanding collective music- making, the 
Choir has enjoyed consistently enthusiastic responses from 
audiences over twelve successful years. Luminosa looks 
forward to performing these vibrant pieces at Easter, with 
its focus on spiritual celebration and human growth, in the 
beautiful setting of All Saints Church, Odiham on Saturday 
2nd April. Doors open at 6.30pm for the concert at 7.30pm. 
Luminosa is grateful for the sponsorship of Hattingley 
Valley Wines which enables them to offer tickets at just 
£15 for adults (under 12s-£5). More information and online 
ticket purchases can be made on the Choir’s website:  
www.luminosamusic.com



28 Spring 2022 www.holybourne.comHolybourne
Neatham& Village Magazine

www.philipcowdreyplumbingheating.co.uk
Tel/Fax: 01420 89937
Mobile: 07702 192152
Email: pcowdreyphs@gmail.com

LPG
RegisteredCall now on 07748 865844

Holmes for Homes

NEED AN ELECTRICIAN
OR A HANDYMAN ?

We pride ourselves on delivering
a friendly, professional and quality

service at competitive prices.

www.holmesforhomes.co.uk

From additional Sockets and Downlights,
new Consumer Units to complete Rewires.

Painting and Decorating to putting up
TV Brackets, Mirrors and Blinds.

No job too big or too small
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Continued...

Spring on the river
As I write in mid-February there are few signs of spring 
along the river: buds on trees are not yet swollen and no 
flowers were to be seen as the month has been cold with 
frosts and biting northerly winds. Just a few catkins (male 
flowers) are out on the hazels. In the riverside pastures of 
Mill Cottage Farm, lambing is under way and in the fields 
beyond the footbridge where the non-breeding sheep 
are kept there is an abundance of fresh molehills. Gilbert 
White of Selborne used to shovel up this fine mould and 
use it as potting compost and he also studied the habits 
of earthworms concluding that they were beneficial to the 
gardener and farmer.
The gardens in the village in the more sheltered environment 
of Church Street had an abundance of Snowdrops in 
bloom and purple and pale lilac Crocuses were coming 
into flower in one of the lawns. There were a couple of 
Daffodils in flower by the pond and the odd flower on 
Lesser Periwinkle. Along the roadside in Howards Lane, just 
single flowers of Lesser Celandine and Dandelion. By the 
time the magazine is distributed hopefully spring will be 
further advanced.

Dr. Trevor Weston MD, MRCGP  
of Neatham Mill; 1928 - 2019
Nearly 50 years ago Trevor Weston, when travelling through 
this area from London saw Neatham Mill, he thought it 
looked an interesting building and decided to investigate 
and it was for sale. The vendor was a pharmaceutical 
company that had bought the mill speculatively to use as a 
warehouse, a common post-working function of redundant 
mills. Due to the very limited and narrow access, unsuitable 
for regular use by heavy vehicles, they were refused 
planning permission. When Trevor applied for more details 
he was told that their AGM was in six weeks’ time, they 

were keen to dispose of the 
property as soon as possible 
and that he could have it for 
the price that they paid for it, 
and so the deal was done and 
the mill purchased in 1972. At 
the time it was hardly a “des. 
res.” being ruinous and had no 
previous history of domestic 
accommodation. Janet and 
Trevor Weston moved in in 1975. 

Our River
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Trevor was born in 1928 at Herne Hill, SE London, later 
moving with his parents to Enfield in Middlesex, now part 
of London. When he left school he was accepted by St 
Bartholomew’s Hospital (Barts), a teaching hospital, for 
medical training qualifying (MRCGP) in 1951 after gaining 
experience in hospital and general practice. Then, he was 
called up for National Service, joined the Army and was 
drafted to the Royal Army Medical Corps, serving in Korea 
and later in Japan near Hiroshima as a Medical Officer. This 
started his love for foreign travel. 
On being demobbed he set up his own general practice 
in Camden, north London having spotted a need for one 
there. He also undertook research on hearing loss and 
balance problems in the elderly leading to a DM doctorate. 
Following this he ran a hospital hearing clinic and, following 
his interest in health education, wrote various booklets for 
the layman published by the British Medical Association, 
a Family Medical Dictionary in Colour published in 1971 
by Hamlyn and served as Editor of the British Medical 
Association’s family medical publications. He kept on his 
practice in Camden, living in London during the week, 
latterly working part-time, until retirement at the age of 70. 
I first encountered Trevor at a meeting in Holybourne 
Village Hall in 1993 that Robin Truscott (Countryside Officer 
at East Hampshire District Council) had called for riparian 
owners, parish councillors, fishermen and all interested 
in the northern River Wey. This was to restart the Northern 
Wey Trust that had been formed in 1990 but which had 
gone dormant following the death of its instigator Cllr C 
O G Smith of Holybourne. Trevor was duly appointed 
Chairman providing leadership for the group and hosting 
its committee meetings at the mill for a number of years. 
He was still then working in London Monday to Thursday. 
The Treasurer elected at the time was Naomi Bowen of 
Issington Mill, so two key officers were mill owners. 
Retirement gave Trevor opportunity to indulge in his many 
outside interests in the arts, frequently using the capacious 
mill buildings to host charitable events, often with catering 

Our River, Continued

master-minded by Janet. These included theatrical 
performances like Ovid’s “The Art of Love” and music 
recitals by students of the Royal Academy of Music and 
the Guildhall School of Music. His activities also included 
publishing under Clarion Publishing and Prospero Poets 
including works of well-known poets like Ted Hughes 
and Wendy Cope, as attractively designed books often 
illustrated by linocuts and other art media.
In the early days at the mill in the 1970s and 1980s the 
Westons investigated various ways in which the large 
area of land outside the mill could be used and also the 
possibility of electricity generation using the mill machinery 
that was still intact, but it did not prove viable as it could 
not be brought into the National Grid at the time. For some 
years, with Janet permanently in residence at the mill, they 
ran a flock of poultry (chickens and ducks) selling the eggs 
locally and in London. One of the responsibilities of living 
in a mill is the need to adjust the weir in the event of heavy 
storm surges, which is difficult when one wants to go away. 
With the aid of the Environment Agency an automatically 
adjusting weir was fitted. Starting with a ruin and helped 
by many friends on voluntary DIY work parties at weekends 
with all well fed and watered, great fun was had by all and 
a very attractive and characterful home was created at the 
mill while retaining the integrity of the original mill building.
Trevor’s health declined in his last few years but he said 
that he had had a very happy life and he died peacefully at 
home at the mill with his family around him. He had lived at 
Neatham Mill for over half of his long life.
I am grateful to Janet Weston for background information 
on Trevor’s life, a very modest person, and her recollections 
of restoring the mill.
Dr June Chatfield

Trevor in the punt in the head-race behind the mill. He and 
Janet undertook weed clearance and pulling of non-native 
Himalayan Balsam.

Trevor manning a stand for the Northern Wey Trust at the Alton 
Show in the 1990s
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Holybourne Sports Field Trustees

Aerial view of the area (Google )

Holybourne Sports and 
Recreation Field Trust
You have probably all heard that the land surrounding 
Holybourne and indeed, a lot of it in the village itself is 
under new ownership. Froyle Settled Estates have moved 
on and the whole of the Estate is now managed by Belport 
on behalf of the new owners, Redbrown Ltd.
The owners of Froyle Estates lived in the village and were 
very much part of it. They leased the children’s playground 
and the Sports and Recreation field for a peppercorn rent 
to the village and Cherida Cannon, the matriarch of Froyle 
Estates was a founding member of the Trust who manage 
the Sports Field.  David Andrews and David Maxwell, also 
founding members, are still members of the Trust and a 
new quartet have just joined the Trustees with the aim of 
continuing to be able to offer the facilities to the village.
Froyle Estates were a family concern. The new owners 
are very much a corporate entity and like all commercial 
interests have a responsibility to their stakeholders to run a 
successful business. Sadly this means that they are driven 
by different imperatives and quite naturally expect their 
assets to pay their way. This includes the Sports Field. 
Currently the major clients of the Trust are the Cricket club 
and Veterans Football club. The Cricket club pays an annual 
fee to the Trust for the use of the field as its home base.  
The field is also occasionally used for other events such as 
the annual Fireworks display and rarely now, a caravan rally. 

SAVE OUR SPORTS FACILITIES!

The Trustees are facing an unprecedented challenge. The 
new owners want to charge a commercial rent for the 
field which amounts to a three hundred per cent increase 
which would prove impossible for the Trust to pay without 
passing that charge onto our clients. The Cricket club has 
had a very lean two years because of the pandemic and 
unless a new funding source or regime can be found, 
there is the possibility that the field will have to be given 
up and Holybourne will no longer have any sports facility.  
Additionally, because the fields’ historic status, there is a 
requirement to fence the field and that is now necessary 
and will cost something approaching ten thousand 
pounds.
The Sports and Recreation field is actually a listed ancient 

monument and no work which disturbs the surface of the 
field can take place without extraordinary consent 

being sought. Indeed, the only acceptable use 
according to English Heritage is “light grazing” 

which rules out cattle and probably horses. 
It might be argued therefore that there is 

no commercial value to the field at all; in 
fact, it is a liability as owners are required 
to ensure the safety and maintenance 
of the field as an ancient monument. 
Should the Sports and Recreation Field 
Trust surrender the lease, then that 
responsibility falls on the new owners. 
Clearly the village would not want to 

lose its only sports facility. What can we 
do then? Should we be squeezing the 

Cricket club out of existence or out of the 
village?  What other fund raising uses could 

we put the field to in order to raise money? 
Should we try to buy the field? If anyone has any 

clever ideas please do let the trust know, perhaps 
in the first instance by emailing me.

Jerry Janes   jerrymjj@outlook.com
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ALTON PUMP SERVICES
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I don’t think any of us would have thought what has 
happened in the last 2 years has happened, when we 
talked about the weather being too 
good in the summer edition of the 
magazine in 2019. COVID-19 has 
had a massive impact on all our lives in some 
way or other in that time and now there are 
more uncertainties in all our lives as we come 
out of the pandemic. 
The cricket season of 2021 was just great 
to be back playing across both adults 
and junior cricket. The 1st XI consolidated 
their position in the league, having been 
promoted for the 2020 season, the same 
with the 2nd XI. The challenge we have had 
across the club and continuously will do so, is 
attracting adults and children to give the game 
a go and play. It has felt through the winter 
that we are almost starting again with the club 
needing to attract players to ensure that the 
club has a future.
The running of the club 
relies on a few, already busy 
people and we need more 
and more to help. As the adage 
says: ‘’Many hands make light work.’’ It could never be 
truer in the club. Words are never enough for people that 
commit their time and energy to ensure the club not only 
survives, but thrives. You know who you are and a massive 
THANK YOU all so much for everything you have done. 
The 2022 summer will start in earnest as always on Friday 
nights, when Colts training (under 9s to Under 15s) will start 
from 6pm. The first session is planned for the one of the first holybourne_cricket_club

www.holybourne.play-cricket.com @HolybourneCC

Holybourne CC

Fridays after Easter. More details will follow in the coming 
weeks. Please follow us on social media and news locally 
to find out the exact date. Please bring your kids down 
to have a go at the sport if they haven’t tried it before, or 

back to the sport that was missed massively through the 
last two years. We have an experienced and great set 
of coaches that will ensure the sport is enjoyed by 
all. Alternatively, just come down for a drink, enjoy 

the atmosphere and the weather (hopefully?) in the 
(probably) best beer garden in Hampshire. 

We are a club that thrives on the help of volunteers and 
people that play cricket. Parent volunteers to help with 
the bar and general organisation on a Friday night. Players 
to play in a competitive and social cricket on a Saturday. 
Without these two groups, the club will just not survive. 

With the landscape that the Sports Field Trust 
is battling now with new owners, we need 
this club to thrive in the community. Without 
the volunteer body getting bigger and more 
players on a Saturday, there is every chance 

that the club will not be here in five years’ time.  
We have sides that play across all ages of junior 
cricket, including a girls side that was thriving in 

2019 as well as two senior sides that play in 
the Hampshire leagues – please come along 

and help your local cricket club – we need you!! 
Follow us on Instagram, Twitter and Facebook to also find 
out about our social calendar for 2022 when we hope to 
be able to celebrate our 25th year properly with friends.
Andy Maddock (President) and the Committee

Holybourne Cricket ClubHolybourne Cricket Club
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Christmas, the official enquiry into Boris’s raves at Downing 
Street, the Winter Olympics, Storm Eunice and the war in 
the Ukraine - what a start to 2022.  
Here we are at the time of writing with only a few fixtures 
remaining for both teams. The first team after gaining 
promotion to Division 2 have found the jump in level 
extremely challenging but have competed well and the 
results have not always justified the performances.  A 
welcome return to Division 3 is expected. The reserves 
have fared slightly better and currently sit mid table in 
Division 7.  At times is has been challenging to get both 
teams out with injuries and covid etc.  
Off the pitch, we have carried on raising funds for local 
charities through our light-hearted kangaroo court fining 
system.   In November we arranged a social at the Darjeeling 
in Farnham (pictured) and raised a nice sum of money 
which went towards providing local xmas hampers for 
struggling families in Alton.   
Farewell Des – Our very popular Jamaican striker has 
departed overseas to the USA for pastures new.  He will be 
fondly remembered for the pre match arrival with reggae 
music blaring from the car, his excellent Jerk Chicken that 
he cooked for us all at the White Hart in the summer and 
most memorably his farewell speech at the Darjeeling in 
Farnham.
As we continue to grow, we are always looking for new 
players especially now as we have 2 teams turning out on 
a regular basis. The founding members are not getting any 
younger so we need to reach out to our younger network 

Holybourne Veterans’ Football ClubHolybourne Veterans’ Football Club

to help spread the word.  The only 
criteria is that you must be over 
35 years of age, enjoy a game of 
football, post-match pint and 

enjoy a bit of banter!   Please 
do get in touch with 

me if this sounds 
interesting or just 

a good excuse to 
leave the house on a 

Sunday morning.  You will be 
more than welcome!

Gary Magee, Team Manager  
Gary6570@btinternet.com  

07464 549009
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Bathroom 
Design 

Board 
Cutting 

Free 
Parking 

Delivery 
Service 

Expert 
Advice 

Lift to 1st 
Floor 

Timber | Building Materials | Paving | Fencing | Bathrooms 
 Hand Tools | Ironmongery | Decorating | Doors & Windows 

Waterbrook Road, ALTON, GU34 2UD | 01420 571234 

Trade & 
Public 

Welcome 
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www.ideal-for-bathrooms.co.uk

High-Quality Printing

Your partner in design

01252 314765 / 01252 330683

High-Quality Design

Parish & Church Magazines . Magazines . Newsletters
Brochures . Leaflets . Calendars . Postcards
Greeting Cards . Stationery . Banners . & More

Graphic Design . Page Layouts
Photo Editing . Text Editing
Content Management

Please get in touch if you would like us
to help you to make your newsletter or
magazine make its mark.

info@imprintcolour.co.uk www.imprintcolour.co.uk

01420 594644 info@sl-design.co.uk www.sl-design.co.uk

Imprint Colour Limited,
Unit 3 Pegasus Court, North Lane,
Aldershot, Hampshire. GU12 4QP

Stephen Lewis Design Consultancy, 4 Archery Rise, Alton, Hampshire. GU34 1PG

A High-Quality
Partnership


