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All the cars we sell are carefully selected
& come with full Warranty and Dealer backup.

Car Locator Service Available
Cars Sourced To Customers’ Requirements

Cars Bought Directly - i.e. If Surplus To Requirements
Part Exchange & Finance Facilities

For an appointment to view our showroom please call:
Office: 01420 488824          Mobile: 07831 439 777

or email: sales@elitecar.co.uk
B3004 Kingsley

NrAlton, Hampshire

VW • JAGUAR • AUDI • ALFA ROMEO • BMW • SEAT • SUBARU • LEXUS • MERCEDES • MINI

HONDA •  SAAB • PEUGEOT • NISSAN • FORD • TOYOTA • RENAULT • MG • PORSHE • VAUXHALL

www.elitecar.co.uk
SPORTS • COUPE • PRESTIGE

DIESELS • CONVERTIBLES
EXECUTIVE • ESTATES
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Christmas 2016 signals the end of a year marked by change, 
division and crisis. A year of Brexit, Trump and agony in 
Syria. A slap in the face for Western democracy, a punch in 
the nose for liberal values and a potentially deadly blow to 
the battle against climate change. But now it’s time for us 
to stop wallowing in that fog of disillusionment, to dry our 
eyes, straighten our backs and remember how to smile: this 
is Christmas, when we give thanks, celebrate the goodness 
in life and show our love for each other.
Holybourne has a long tradition of showing that love, and 
this year has been no different. The last few months have 
seen the village turn out in droves, first to the spectacular 
fireworks display, then to the superbly organised 
Remembrance Parade. In this issue we’re lucky to have 
some fabulous images of both these events accompanying 
articles by Richard Kelly and Adrian Stratta respectively. 
We’re also a village which embraces change: we said 
goodbye in November to our pub landlords, Mark and 
Sam Adamson, and extend a very warm welcome to their 
successors at the White Hart, Lorne Robertson and Carey 
Ryan. We look forward to meeting them at the Carols round 
the Tree on 21st December, if not before.
The winter edition’s dazzling local star is none other than 
teenage singing sensation Sapphire, an online phenomenon 
who has wowed her peers with not only her incredible 
voice but with her inspiring message. See page 18 to find 
out how this Holybourne girl puts her fame to good use. A 
man with his own inspiring message is Revd Chris Bradish, 
whose thought-provoking article on page 27 examines 
the evidence of growing inequality in our nation, against a 
larger backdrop of hopefulness.
You’ll find all the usual updates from our schools, sports 
teams, galleries, farms and collectives. Not to mention the 
immensely knowledgeable June Chatfield who keeps us 
up to date with changes in our environment. June is also a 
talented photographer, setting a high standard in capturing 
our surroundings at their most beautiful. We’re always 
delighted to receive images of the village and its environs 
so please do send them our way.
Huge thanks, as ever, to all our contributors and advertisers 
without whom the magazine would cease to exist! From 
the team at the Holybourne and Neatham Village magazine, 
very best wishes to all our readers for a truly wonderful 
Christmas and fruitful, peaceful start to 2017. 
See you in the spring.
Tessa Laughton, Editor

In This IssueFrom the Editor
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Holybourne Remembrance Parade (12/11/16) outside 
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Porter & cross
Developments ltd

Extensions • loft conversions • kitchens
bathrooms • refurbishments • remodelling

Our business is built on a passion for craftsmanship, a
keen eye for detail and a continued reputation of quality,
reliability and good old-fashioned customer service.

Nothing is too much trouble.

Darren Cross
M: 07971 907758
T: 01420 543504

Brendan Porter
M: 07788 424212
T: 01420 87471

www.PorterCross.co.uk
enquiries@portercross.co.uk www.philipcowdreyplumbingheating.co.uk

Tel/Fax: 01420 89937
Mobile: 07702 192152
Email: philip.cowdrey@virgin.net

wilkinschimneysweep.co.uk/northhants

TRADITIONAL BRUSH AND VACUUM SERVICE
NESTS REMOVED
CAGES, CAPS AND COWLS FITTED
SWEEPING CERTIFICATES ISSUED
PROFESSIONAL CLEAN SERVICE
FULLY INSURED
POLICE CHECKED Tel: 01256 830 777

For all enquiries and to arrange a visit contact
Sue or Gemma on 07748824942 or email
holybournevillagepreschool@yahoo.co.uk

Small Pre-School for children aged
2 years 6 months to 5 years
 Full days, mornings or afternoons available
 Lovely village setting
 Ofsted registered and inspected
 All staff fully CRB checked, qualified to a minimum of level 3

and undertake regular training
 Wide range of activities and educational opportunities
Weekly French lessons
 Excellent links with Andrews Endowed Primary School
 Children from Alton and surrounding areas welcome
 Funding available for all 3 and 4 year olds
 Registered 2 year old funding provider

Holybourne Village Hall, Church Lane, Holybourne, GU34 4HD
Holybourne Village Pre-School
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Autumn term is in full swing at Holybourne Village Pre-
School, and it’s certainly been a busy one! Numbers are 
once again looking very healthy, with our full day sessions 
proving ever popular. After bidding farewell to our older 
children in July, we welcomed many new starters and 
their families in September and October. There was also 
a reshuffle in our committee with many members stepping 
down at our AGM in October, and willing new members 
joining. Being a trustee-managed Pre-School we rely on and 
appreciate all the hard work of our volunteer committee 
members. Their next fundraising event will be the Christmas 
raffle on Friday 16th December, keep an eye on Facebook 
for details.

Over the holidays the staff worked very hard to set up 
‘tapestry’, our new online learning journal. Using our new 
tablets, staff can upload photos, videos and observations 
directly to a child’s tapestry account. Parents and family 
members can then log in at any time to see what their 
child has been doing, and they can even add their own 
observations and comments. This has helped to improve 
our partnership with parents and feedback has been very 
positive. “It’s about as close as you can get to being a fly 
on the wall,” said one parent. “Tapestry is a fantastic way 
to still feel connected to my son whilst he is at Pre-School, 
and to see how he is learning and growing through play,” 
agreed another.
We would not have been able to set up tapestry without the 
£500 donation from Alton Beer Festival, and the proceeds 
of other fundraising events we have undertaken throughout 
the year. We have even been able to purchase a portable 
modem to allow ourselves Internet access.
Whilst on the subject of fundraising, we have now received 
our lovely new resources from the Sainsbury’s Active Kids 

initiative. We are always overwhelmed by the support of 
the families and villagers who donate their vouchers to us. 
This year we were able to purchase a role play road sign 
kit, pop-up football goals, world music CDs and CD player, 
dancing ribbons and a new pop-up book tent to name but 
a few items, so thank you all very much! 
The second half of this term has been a busy time, with 
Halloween, Guy Fawkes, Remembrance and Children in 
Need before the finale of Christmas. Village Hall users 
may have noticed our new display, bringing together 
some of these events in craft form to make a big autumn 
masterpiece. The children really enjoy getting messy and 
we use these craft activities as a way to facilitate discussion 
to help them understand different events.
As Christmas is nearly upon us, Pre-School activities will 
take on a festive theme, with carols and glitter a plenty. We 
will once again be visiting the Church, with the fabulous 
Holybourne Teddies (toddler group) putting on a Christmas 
session just for us. We will also take the children up to 
Andrews’ Endowed to watch the dress rehearsal of their 
nativity and to join Miss White and the Acorns for a morning 
of Christmas crafts. Term will finish on Friday 16th December 
with our Christmas party, raffle and a special visit from Mr 
F. C. himself! 
We would like to take this opportunity to wish our families 
and the residents of Holybourne a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year.

Gemma Urquhart, Deputy Manager
Holybourne Village Pre-School operates from Holybourne 
Village Hall and is open 9am-3pm Mondays and 
Wednesdays and 9am-12pm Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday. We accept children from 2 years 6 months and 
we have some immediate availability. For enquiries 
please call Gemma or Sue on 07748824942 or email 
holybournevillagepreschool@yahoo.co.uk. You can also 
find out more about us by liking us on Facebook!

Holybourne Village Pre-School
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Treloar School and College students 
were the stars of the show at this year’s 
annual Mansion House fundraising 
gala dinner in London on 12th October 
with HRH The Countess of Wessex 
GCVO in attendance. Jocelyn Watkins, 
Head of Music, gave a brief welcome 
and introduced the students who 
then gave wonderful performances 
of songs from the musical ‘The 
Lion King’. Bethany Arnott, Treloar’s 
teacher, provided sign language for 
the 210 guests present, encouraging 
them to join in. The students were 
accompanied by the Royal Marines Concert Band Quartet.
Also on 12th October the Dummer Fair returned to Dummer 
Cricket Club. For the first time all proceeds from the fair 
benefited Treloar’s. The fair welcomed over 1,000 attendees 
across the two days and had over 95 stalls selling a range 
of products from food and clothing to Christmas gifts and 
raised £24,000 in aid of Treloar’s.

Lucy Wilkins, great, great grand-niece of Treloar’s founder 
Sir William Treloar, decided she wanted to take on a 
challenge to raise funds for Treloar’s and trekked Mount 
Kilimanjaro, raising £3560. One of 30 climbers and 116 
Tanzanian support workers, Lucy said this was the most 
mentally challenging thing she had ever done and would 
be an experience she will treasure forever.
Team Treloar’s were out in force at the first ever Parallel 
London event on 4th September this year. Held at the 
Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, the push/run challenge is 
the first event of its kind and was open to all ages and all 
abilities. Treloar’s students, supporters and staff ran, walked, 
pedalled or were pushed around the different courses 
covering 10km, 5km, 1km or 100m. This push/run event was 
made into a full day out with a family-friendly festival onsite 
which featured food, music, dancing, technology and art. 
The Friends of Treloar’s held their very popular annual 
Tea for Treloar’s Christmas Fair on 9th November at Froyle 
Village Hall. On sale were the usual beauty products as 
well as vendors selling Christmas gifts and festive cakes and 
sweets.
Treloar’s staff member Martin Sinclair was inducted into the 
National Football Museum Hall of Fame in early October. 
Martin, who has played for Great Britain in two Paralympic 
games, has 50 caps for England’s Cerebral Palsy team 
and is an ambassador for The Football Association and 
Southampton FC’s Saints Foundation.
Are you planning to make a New Year resolution? Will you 
give something up for the whole of January? Would you be 
willing to give up something in aid of Treloar’s? Thousands 
of us make a New Year’s resolution and give something 
up (well, for a week at least!) but how about we give you 
some extra motivation to keep going? And in return you 
can help change our students’ lives… to find out more visit 
www.treloar.org.uk/fundraising/resolution. 
Carolyne Warne   carolyn.warne@treloar.org.uk

Treloar School 
& College

Centre: Lucy Wilkins at the peak of Mount Kilimanjaro 
Above: Martin Sinclair (centre) with his Hall of Fame trophy

Treloars students and staff with HRH the Countess of Wessex
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Fresh Local Seasonal

Now Open 7 Days A Week

01420 88950  www.montys.co

7 Normandy St, Alton. GU34 1DD

CAN'T YOU DO
ANYTHING RIGHT ?

HOME COMPUTER SUPPORT & TUITION
" My PC Home Help ! "








Whether a Home or Small Business user.
I can Help with your PC Problems !

visit: www.myPChomehelp.co.uk

Friendly, Professional Support for PC, iMac & iPad

Computer Health Checks and Virus Removal

Hardware & Software Maintenance and Upgrades

Broadband Wired & Wireless Solutions and Setup

One to One Home Tuition for Users of All Abilities

Supply and Installation of PCs, iMacs and iPads

Contact Richard Siers
on Bentley (01420) 22844

YOGA CLASSES with Sue

Come and learn to move, strengthen, balance,
breathe and relax. Have fun, meet new people.

Improve your health and well being.

Contact for enquiries and to book:
01420 88274 / 07946 078559

suetupper@btinternet.com

Holybourne Village Hall Mondays 6-7.30pm

East Worldham Village Hall Mondays 10-11.30am

Providing quality tuition in your local area.
English, History, French and German

- All ages and levels -

Alton Language Workshop

www.altonlanguageworkshop.org
info@altonlanguageworkshop.org
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Eggar’s School
It’s beginning  
to look a lot like Christmas!
Christmas will soon be upon us with pantomime visits, 
our Senior Citizens’ Christmas Party and our Advent carol 
service in Holybourne Church. As a very busy autumn term 
draws to a close, we can reflect on a challenging and 
rewarding few months at Eggar’s.

Starting and 
finishing at Eggar’s
Our new Year Sevens have 
settled in brilliantly and 
have already made a big 
contribution to Eggar’s 
in their first term at ‘big 
school’, which now doesn’t 
feel quite so huge! As Year 
Seven began their Eggar’s 
experience, Year 11 finished 
theirs. They certainly went 
out with a flourish with 
some fantastic exam results.

Making the grades
We had our best ever set of GCSE results, with 76% 
achieving A* - C (including English and Mathematics). The 
English and Mathematics results were again outstanding 
with English achieving 86% and Maths 83% A*- C, with a 
third of all students achieving A*- A. The levels of progress 
the students made overall were significantly above schools 
nationally. Their success was celebrated in style at the 
Presentation Evening in November.

Blooming winners
Our summer of success continued when our site team won 
GOLD in the Alton in Bloom competition. Ryan Heighes, 
site manager Dave Webb and Colin Leach were delighted 
with the award. Dave commented:  “It is the culmination of 
a lot of hard work but it is also so rewarding getting the site 
looking great all the year round.”

Trips & Visits
Whether day outings or longer international expeditions, we 
know trips and visits can build confidence, independence 
and personal development. A party of Year Eights went to 
Marchants Hill, Hindhead for a long weekend in October 
and had a fantastic time doing anything from abseiling to 
archery; from climbing to orienteering. Also in October a 
group of year Eight and Nines went on a Modern Foreign 
Languages trip to Paris where they experienced the sights, 
sounds and tastes of the French capital. Délicieux!

Alumni
The Eggar’s School Alumni Association (ESAA) aims to 
keep all our ex-students in touch, to share experiences 
and to inspire and motivate our current student body. We 
hope to connect or reconnect our former students with 
news and regular events. If you went to Eggar’s, join ESAA. 
Simply register at: www.eggars.net/alumni 

Sportslines
It has been another successful term for our sports teams 
and our rugby teams in particular. Year Seven finished their 
first Hampshire tournament with five wins and two losses. 
They also had a recent fixture with Robert Mays School and 
won by six tries to nil. Year Eight were unbeaten at their 
Hampshire tournament, scoring 21 tries and only conceding 
one. Year Ten have progressed to the quarter finals of the 
Hampshire Bowl where they will play either The Petersfield 
School or Springfield School. We look forward to further 
success next term!

Cakes, jumpers, shoeboxes & mufti days
The autumn term has seen some terrific charity work 
across all year groups. Cakes have been made, sold and 
eaten in aid of Cancer Research. There have been mufti 
days for Mindstorms and Children In Need. Operation 
Christmas Child has been in full swing with shoeboxes 
being decorated and filled with toys and school supplies 
for needy children around the world. Year Seven also have 
a Christmas jumper day in aid of Save the Children. It really 
is beginning to look a lot like Christmas!

Celebrate Christmas with us!
You are warmly welcome to our Advent Carol Service this 
year at Holybourne Church on 15th December at 7pm. Come 
and join our students and staff for the annual festivities!
For more information on Eggar’s please do not hesitate to 
visit www.eggars.net or contact us on 01420 541194.. 
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For all aspects of Tree Surgery, Hedge Cutting & Fencing
Tennis Court Maintenance and Refurbishment

01420 85199
crosscourtservices@gmail.com

CROSS COURT SERVICES (Alton) LTD

Local and friendly business, with over 13 years experience

Fully Qualified and Insured
Please contact us for a free quotation

Plus FREE 
home visits if you

can’t get to us

Services include: 
Divorce | Separation | Civil partnership | Matters relating to children | Collaborative law | Conveyancing 

Lasting Power of Attorney | Court of Protection | Probate and estate administration | Will drafting




 


 
 

   

      

             
               

JC Solicitors, Charwell House, Wilsom Road, Alton, GU34 2PP

Call 01420 544 273 or email: tania@jcsolicitors.com
www.jcsolicitors.com

Make sure all your loved ones are taken care of.

Woof!
Make a standard Will 

for£149plus VAT*

Exclusive offer

And put Bertie’s mind at rest!

Book a FREE 1/2 hour appointment 
and find out just how easy it is.  

Call 01420 544 273

*Applies to all standard wills where everything is left to one another and then onto substitute beneficiaries. More than 4 beneficiaries or legacies, foreign property, |
complicated family arrangements, or high net worth estates are not standard.
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As we have had a short lull between the busy spring and 
summer and the flurry of Christmas bookings, our thoughts 
have turned to the festive season. We have been asked 
once or twice whether the animals get a special meal on 
December 25th, so here it is: Christmas at Mill Cottage
Do the animals all get together for stocking opening, 
followed by dinner in the barn, a sleep in the afternoon 
and then play Ring o’ Roses and sing carols? Well, I am 
afraid that it really is just on Blackberry Farm (anyone else 
remember those books?)
Christmas starts for us in March each year when we collect 
and incubate turkey and goose eggs. Given that the turkey 
chicks in particular seem to have a death wish, we always 
try and rear a few more than we need. This year we will 
have no ‘spares’ as it were. One turkey always wings its 
way to friends for Thanksgiving – just to Barleyfields rather 
than America! The others are all prepared a couple of days 
before Christmas.

Our Christmas bookings for the mobile farm start in mid-
November with fairs, craft events and switching on Christmas 
lights. Then there are the nativity events at churches, 
preschools and residential homes, some requiring the 
animals, some requiring us to retell the Christmas story. Our 
last bookings finish on Christmas Eve, often after the rest 
of the animals have been fed and the birds shut in for the 
night. This year we once again hope to be at Holy Rood 
Church, Holybourne for the crib service at 4pm (get there 
a little before and meet the animals). We hope that Maggie 
will take her annual amble around the Church. We are also 
at St Mary’s Church in Alton for their 5pm service.
Christmas Day dawns and if we are honest, the feeding 
routine morning and evening is much the same 365 days 
of the year. We avoid asking staff to work over Christmas 
so it means all feeding, fresh water, opening up, shutting 
up, dealing with any incidents or ill animals must be done 
by yours truly. One Christmas Eve after high winds the 
night before, we had to have an impromptu rebuild of the 
donkey house roof to make sure they had shelter when they 
got back from the Church Service.
So, whilst we are at home over Christmas, we often find we 
have a houseful of guests who can be roped in to helping 
out with a variety of farm tasks, some more essential than 
others. One Boxing Day found Dad clearing logs out of the 
river and the traditional walk replaced by a litter pick along 
the banks.
There is certainly never a dull moment – we have the phrase 
“not bored yet!” - and there is always something to do, but 
we wouldn’t change the lifestyle for anything even though 
it means it’s business as usual over the festive season. Spare 
a thought for those who were hatching out your Christmas 
dinner when you were planning your summer holidays and 
for those outside come rain, snow or shine keeping flocks 
and herds happy. Happy Christmas to you all!
Tom and Sarah Main  www.mcfe.org.uk

Mill Cottage News

Saving our Heritage Footbridge
Friends of Alton Station

This photo records a small but momentous occasion 
at Alton Station. On the 15th November our appointed 
engineer, Kim Collins of Integral Engineering Design (centre) 
along with Paul Ebbutt (left) and Gary Appleton, were 
granted access inside the closed footbridge. This kicked 
off the work to make an independent engineering survey 
of the footbridge. And thanks to Jane Hurst, we now have 
the proof for the story of the ladies of Alton demanding 
the footbridge be covered in 1892. Whilst the listing was 
turned down, we are continuing to work on a range of 
aspects to show that the footbridge can be saved.
Stephen Lewis, Chair of Friends of Alton Station
www.Fr iendsOfAltonStat ion.org.uk

Jack & Gobble the male turkeys
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01420 82288 www.tccdirect.co.uk
165 London Road, Holybourne, Alton, Hampshire, GU34 4HA

Competitive servicing
and repairs on all
makes and models
Servicing, MOT
station, repairs &
valeting by our
fully-trained staff

* Terms & Conditions Apply

The ALLGRIP 4WD* system reacts to any terrain
and the Radar Brake Support** senses other
vehicles on the road and brakes automatically if
necessary. There’s also a voice controlled audio
and navigation system†. Ordinary it isn’t.

*Optional extra on SZ5 models and standard on S models.
**SZ5 and S models only. † SZ-T, SZ5 and S models only

SUZUKI CELERIO

£6,999OTR
Available from just

The sporty-looking Swift has great fuel
economy, while a Euro NCAP 5 star
rating means it’s one of the safest cars
on the road. The Swift’s sharp handling
and innate responsiveness make this
compact car so much fun to drive, you
might not want to get out.

The Suzuki Celerio offers
class-leading boot space
and lots of room for up to
5 passengers. It’s  highly
fuel-efficient, light on CO2
emissions, and easy to
drive too – thanks to great
agility and all-round
visibility.

SUZUKI
SWIFT

£8,999OTR

SUZUKI
VITARA

£14,499OTR
From

From

MIKE GARWOOD
AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERS

T: 01420 84458    F: 01420 88594 www.mikegarwoodltd.co.uk
Shelleys Barn, Shelleys Lane, East Worldham, Alton, Hampshire, GU34 3AQ

Generators 1-120KVA

ATVs & Mules

Deisel Engines
Collection or Mulching systems

Electic, battery & petrol:
Chainsaws, Blowers,
Strimmers, Shredders,
Hedgecutters
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Saturday 12th November 2016
The air raid siren sounded over Holybourne at 10.45 am, 
calling villagers to gather around the war memorial on 
London Road. To the beat of the British Legion Band of Old 
Basing and coordinating the Standards of the British Legion 
and RAF Association, Parade Marshall Sargeant Tom Bagley 
from the Air Cadets led parade troops from the Army 
and Air cadets, the scouts and both Eggars and Andrews 
Endowed Schools.
The invited dignitaries and speakers gathered at the 
memorial, having assembled in the Old Prince of Wales, 
where Roger and Gwyneth Eldridge offered their customary 
Stirrup Cup.  Major A. M. Stratta introduced the event to the 
300 strong gathering and welcomed Padre Wendy Mallas 
to conduct the service.  
The previous day, HRH Prince Harry had read ‘The Soldier’, 
by Richard Brooke, at the National Memorial Arboretum. 
Now he was upstaged by Holybourne’s own poets, with 
Deputy Lieutenant Alan Titchmarsh reading local poet 
Edward Thomas’ ‘As the Team’s Head Brass’. This 100 year-
old poem paints a vivid picture of the ravages of war on 
rural Hampshire life.  Alan then introduced 11 year-old 
Henry Brand from Andrews Endowed, undoubtedly a 
future star, who fluently recited ‘In Flanders Field’ by John 
McCrae. 
Mr David Tomlinson, Holybourne Village Association 
Chair read the names of the fallen from WWI, followed 
by the Exhortation read by Brigadier Tim Carmichael. 

Local trumpeter Tony Wilman played the Last Post, as the 
Standards were dipped at 1100hrs for the 2 minutes’ 
silence. Tony played Reveille, as the Union Jack was raised.
The first wreath was laid by Deputy Lieutenant Alan 
Titchmarsh, followed by our local MP, Damian Hinds, civil 
dignitaries of the Mayor, Councillor Matthew Bayliss, local 
Councillors Andrew Joy and Glynis Watts, and finally David 
Tomlinson. Wreaths were then laid on behalf of the Armed 
Forces, followed by Derek Morne for the Royal British 
Legion and Pop Chandler for the RAF Association.  For the 
village, the scouts and the schools laid their wreath, before 
Holybourne’s Curate, Rev Chris Bradish laid the Holybourne 
Church wreath. The Masons and Mr Wombell represented 
The Lawn. 
Col Max Joy read the Kohima Epitaph, before Rev Andrew 
Micklefield conducted the Act of Commitment and 
the Blessing. Sgt Bagley then marched the parade off to 
the White Hart, to receive the wonderful reception and 
Remembrance punch offered by Mark and Sam, their 
last Service as our publicans. As old comrades recalled 
past glories and new friends were made, clearly ‘we will 
remember them’.
A big thank you to all those in the village who support this 
event, from The Lawn gathering their residents in the rain to 
watch the march-past, to those who organised the printing, 
those manning the road closures, David for the sound and 
Karen for organising the wreaths – thank you.
Maj (Retd) AM Stratta PARA

Holybourne Service of Remembrance
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Solar Power
Installation
Specialist

All electrical
installations
carried out

07774 479570
www.hankinelectrical.co.uk
01420 80935

Part P Compliant

Ca l l  Peter  Ch ivers  on : 01256 389124
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PETER CHIVERS PCS
WASP NEST TREATMENTS
DON’T GET STUNG
CALL FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE NOW

FOR ALL YOUR PEST CONTROL NEEDS:
Wasps, Bees, Rats, Mice, Moles, Cluster Flies, Squirrels,
Cockroaches, Rabbits, Pigeons, Bird-Proofing,
Emergancy Wasp Nest Treatments, Mole Trapping Specialist
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Contact: Gary Magee – Managing Director
T: +44 (0)1252 781952  /  M: +44 (0)7464 549009
E: gary@2grlogistics.com  /  www.2grlogistics.com

2GR Logistics provides innovative logistic 
solutions. Whether you are looking for Time 
Critical shipments, specialist project services 
or general courier / freight forwarding services.

Time critical
AOG / Dedicated Express Transport by Road, UK & Europe 
wide Air Charter  / Premium Air Freight / Ship Spares / 
Hand Carry Out of Hours Clearances

Specialist sectors
Temperature Controlled  / Abnormal Loads / Project 
Forwarding Exhibitions & Events / Concerts & Show 
Logistics / Export Packaging

General courier / freight
Air Freight / Sea Freight / UK Domestic - Same Day
European Road Freight / Expediting / Logistics 
ManagementGlobally

accomplished
logistics solutions

Air / Road / Sea

CALL TODAY

FOR A
 Q

UOTE

During August a great time was had by 
all on our trip to Denman College in 
Oxfordshire, where we were treated to 
fantastic weather and delicious food. 
In September we enjoyed a wonderful 
WI special birthday celebration tea at 
The Four Seasons Hotel in Dogmersfield, 
and later in the month learnt about the 
fascinating history of Holybourne at our 
monthly meeting.
A display of interesting facts about 
Holybourne WI history can be seen 
in The White Hart pub, superbly put 
together by Linda Habberfield.

Sadly, we lost our much loved 
president, Jean Johnson, who passed 
away in October. She will be greatly 
missed.
The WI welcomes all women over 16. 
So if you’d like to get a bit more out 
of life you are very welcome to join us 
on the third Thursday of the month at 
7.30pm in Holybourne Village Hall. 
Coming in the New Year – Bollywood 
dancing, wine tasting and lots more!

Sharon Buckle & Wendy Ostler 
holybournewi@gmail.com

Holybourne WI
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Timber & Sheet Materials 

Decorating Doors & Windows 

Bathrooms 

Ironmongery & Tools 

Building Materials 

Kitchens 

Plumbing & Heating 

Landscaping & Fencing 

Wood Flooring 

coom
ersltd 

Haslemere   |   Bordon   |   Oakhanger 
01428 643756             01420 477466             01420 473448 

coomers.co.uk 
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Holybourne’s  
Magic Well  
The following newspaper 
cutting of a letter from George 
Self, Orchard House, Alton, 
was found in the Holybourne 
Archive, newspaper and date 
unknown:
“Sir, - Since reaching what is 
called the ‘age of years and 
infirmity,’ I have seldom had 

any view of Holybourne, our old happy hunting ground, 
except from the windows of our minibus, on its errands 
of mercy. But sometimes, while passing through the 
village, I wonder if their “magic well” is still in existence.  
One story of its powers is when a close relative suffered 
with warts all over her hands and, being a little girl, 
consulted Aunt Liz. That lady was one of the local 
“wise women” of the day.  Before the days of health 
insurance for everyone, these ladies, from all walks of 
life and often combining medical knowledge with a 
little folklore, were great help to folk in times of sickness 
and even to over-worked doctors. Indeed, there must 
be many over-70s who would not be living today but for 
the assistance given to their parents, especially during 
the epidemics that swept the country after the Great 
War. The little girl, Jennie, was rather hesitant because 
Aunt Liz was a busy woman, the wife of a railway worker, 
raising her own family and so she had no time for 
malingerers. When she told her about the problem, she 

said she would have to find a water well – and not just 
any well. She took her to that special well, somewhere 
between the chapel and the Old Forge at Holybourne.
She gave Jennie some peas, one for every wart, and 
told her to throw them down the well, one at a time 
and not to say a word to anyone.The warts vanished 
and have never re-appeared.  I wonder if that well is 
still there.
Yours etc.
GEORGE SELF,

Orchard House, Alton.”

Do you know the location of the magic well? Is it in your 
garden? Is it the well featured in the Winter 2011 issue of 
HVM?  Are there more wells in the village? If you have the 
answers to any of these questions, please call me, Linda, 
on 01420 83623.

I have a few more questions: where exactly were the National 
Benzole petrol pumps on London Road (Streamacres?) and 
when did they disappear? What did the shop next to the 
White Hart sell and when did it close? Can you describe 
the Vineries Tea Shop and Mapey’s Restaurant, and when 
did they close?
Why not come and read about the history of the village 
in the Holybourne Archive at the Lawn.  All contributions 
welcome: documents, articles, and especially your 
memories.  Call me to arrange a visit.
Linda Habberfield  
01420 83623  lindahabberfield@aol.com

From the Archives

This year, I was very relieved that Remembrance 
Day and Fireworks were not on the same day! Last year, 
setting fireworks up in the morning, changing for the 
Remembrance Parade and then getting back to the 
sports field for the evening made the organisation quite 
challenging. This year the fireworks event was held on 
5th November itself, as it conveniently fell on a Saturday. 
650 tickets were sold in advance and the event went very 
smoothly. Richard Kelly and Nick Cane did a great job of 
organising it, the “mortar platoon” of trained firers outdid 
themselves, and the fireworks were spectacular! 
As in the past, our Holybourne Remembrance Parade was 
well attended but, though the rain held off for most of the 
proceedings, we did not escape completely unscathed. 
The heavens opened and everybody, including the band, 
dignitaries, marchers and attendees got a light soaking! It 
was another memorable event, efficiently organised by 
Adrian Stratta.

At the HVA AGM in October, the Holybourne Cup was 
presented to Nick Cane for his outstanding contribution 
to the village. Over the years, he has been instrumental 
in organising “Friends of the Pond”, Speedwatch, SHIFT, 
Summer Fest and the Fireworks and he is a very worthy 
recipient of the prize. Also at the AGM, the HVA committee 
gained some new members, which is very good news. 
I am delighted that Kate Care has taken over the role of 
Secretary, and that we welcome Vickie Kemp back to the 
role of Treasurer. 
After several years in the village, Mark and Sam Adamson 
are sadly moving on from the White Hart, but we are very 
pleased to welcome Lorne Robinson and Carey Ryan, who 
have exciting new plans for the pub. We are looking forward 
to the annual carol-singing around the Christmas tree on 21st 
December, when Lorne and Carey will be offering mulled 
wine to the singers. Come along and join us!
David Tomlinson, Chairman, HVA Committee

Holybourne Village Association
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Last month she released a covers EP, put the finishing touches to 
five original songs, performed at 10 schools and corresponded 
with thousands of followers. Not a slack schedule for an adult 
artist. Sapphire, however, is only 13.

Born and bred in Holybourne, Sapphire has been singing and 
recording music since the age of seven. Bursting onto the screens 
of teenagers in countries ranging from the US to Uruguay, this softly 
spoken village girl has stunned young audiences with the power 
and range of her voice. Best known for her covers of tracks by 
artists such as Ellie Goulding and Taylor Swift, Sapphire appears 
to be living out the ultimate teen fantasy. “I’ve had responses 
from people like Megan Trainor and Little Mix,” she says. “It’s just 
amazing.”

“I’ve always wanted to be a singer,” she says, sipping a hot 
chocolate between recording sessions in the studio newly set 
up for her at the family’s gym, Mint Condition. “It’s always been 
my dream and I just can’t believe I get to do it every day of my 
life.” 

It all started at home, when parents, Nick and Ginny, suspecting 
their seven-year-old eldest daughter was unusually talented, 
investigated setting up a YouTube channel to record some of the 
songs she loved to sing at musical theatre class. “To begin with 
we just filmed me singing, one take with a backing track,” says 
Sapphire. “Then we got my first recording microphone and it 
was really cool. I was so happy.”

Sapphire entered her first competition, Kids Got Talent, aged 
eight – and won. She quickly went on to bag the Ryan Seacrest 
Award for best cover song, and was a grand finalist in the national 
singing competition ‘Open Mic UK’ when she was ten and 11. 
Along the way, she picked up 280,000 young followers online 
who, “because we must believe in ourselves to be the real us”, 
according to Sapphire, call themselves ‘Unicorns.’ “OMG I LOVE 
UR COVER OF THIS SONG UR AN AWESOME SINGER!!” yells 

one, “Saw u live. U r amazing and an inspiration to all hopefuls!” 
gushes another. Sapphire responds, always polite and grateful 
for any support, sending out hugs and emojis and loving them 
all back. 

But life’s not all fun for a young star. Training and practice take 
up a large part of her time. “I have two singing teachers: one 
for pop singing and one for classical and musical theatre. I see 
them twice every week. My pop music teacher helps me with 
my performance songs and I do musical theatre and classical 
grades.” Pop and classical complement each other, according to 
Sapphire, “There are so many techniques you can use for both. I 
just love mixing them up.”

When she’s not practicing scales and riffs, working on videos 
for Dreamworks TV or recording her latest cover in the spare 
bedroom at home, Sapphire is beginning to write her own 
songs, touching on subjects which, because they’re personal to 
her, she knows her audience will identify with. “They’re always 
about something I can relate to. I love that I can take a subject like 
growing up and I can really express everything through my lyrics.”

Sapphire recently toured schools all over the country, performing 
and talking to her peers about subjects such as cyber-bullying, a 
core concern in a world of social networks. There is no substitute 
for face-to-face interaction, even for an Internet sensation, says 
Sapphire. “I love talking to people and inspiring them. Whether 
it be about cyber-bullies, anxiety, body image, relationships, 
anything related to teens. So to get to do that in person in front 
of people, not just talking through a screen, is just incredible.”

Sapphire considers herself extremely lucky to have her family at 
her side. She and her younger sister, Skye, are home-schooled, 
allowing them to be more flexible with their learning and tailor 
it to accommodate their busy schedule.  “We’re always learning. 
We try to incorporate the places we visit into our learning. We 
went to Berlin a few weeks ago when I was performing there, 

Local Star: Sapphire
Holybourne’s home-grown Internet sensation
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and we learnt about Germany and Berlin as part of 
our studies.”

Strangely enough, though her success has been 
built online (her YouTube views have reached a 
staggering 65 million), Sapphire says her true love 
is live performance. “It’s the best feeling in the 
world,” she says. “I find it harder to perform in 
front of three people than in front of thousands.” 
Sapphire has recently played to crowds in Berlin, 
Cologne, New York, Birmingham and Wembley 
Arena. “I’d like to perform everywhere,” she says. 
Other ambitions include “releasing my own music, 
having a top 10 hit – a No 1 would be amazing – 
and performing on TV.”

Despite her high aspirations, this diminutive diva 
says she still suffers from nerves. “I find it very 
strange if I don’t get nervous,” she says. “Nerves 
show you’re passionate about what you’re doing 
and you want to make it good. If I don’t get nervous 
then I worry that I’m too confident and that it’s all 
going to go wrong.”

But this rising global star hasn’t forgotten her 
home. “Alton is actually my third biggest instagram 
following because I did a performance at a school 
a few months ago. Whether paid or for free, 
performance is the key.” Above all, she insists, it 
has to be fun. “If you’re not enjoying it, don’t do it. 
But if you are, keep going. It’s the best thing ever 
when you get somewhere.” The key to success, she 
knows, is staying grounded. “I’m a perfectionist,” 
she says, “but there’s no such thing as perfect. You 
need to keep your feet on the ground.” 

Tessa Laughton  
Follow Sapphire at www.Sapphireofficial.com
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HOLYBOURNE
SHOP & POST OFFICE

 Parcel weighing & mail despatch

 Free cash withdrawals from
most major banks

 Business and Personal Banking

 Currency on demand:
Euros and US Dollars

 70 currencies available
to pre-order

 MoneyGram

 Travel Insurance

Services
 Holybourne Cider

 Holybourne Honey

 Tunworth Cheese

 Lyburn Cheeses

 Isle of Wight Cheeses

 New Forest Chocolates

 The Cold Pressed Oil Co. Ltd.

 Hogs Back Brewery

 Upham Brewery

 Parsonage Farm Charcuterie

A Traditional Village Shop with Great Local Products
01420 83323 www.holybourneshop.co.uk      Visit us on Facebook & Twitter

130 London Road, Holybourne, Alton, Hampshire, GU34 4ES

 Paper Deliveries

 Dry Cleaning

 Freshly Baked Bread & Pastries

 Jack’s Beans Coffee Machine

 New Selec�on of Fine Wines

 Tradi�onal Pick & Mix Sweets

 Na�onal Lo�ery & Scratch Cards

 Groceries

 Sta�onery

 New Range of Gree�ngs Cards

Local Products

Your Fitness Experts

BOOK
NOW

www.mint‐condi�on.com

Mint Condi�on, The Barn,
Steyne Farm, Binsted, Alton,
Hampshire, GU34 4NU

Group Exercise Classes

Monday Pilates 6.15 ‐ 7.15pm
Monday Spinning 6:30 ‐ 7.15pm
Thursday Pilates 7.00 ‐ 8.00pm
Friday Pilates 9.30 ‐ 10.30am

Get Results With Our Personal Service
We are not just a gym. We are not just Personal Trainers. We are different. Mint Condi�on
in Binsted is the area’s only dedicated Personal Training Health Club and Gym.

Our highly experienced, dedicated Personal Trainers work one‐to‐one in our unique,
secluded and private gym set in a converted barn in beau�ful countryside.

Call to book in for a free fitness consula�on and tour.

01420 590590
Contact Us

recep�on@mint‐condi�on.com

Opening Hours
Monday: 9-12am & 5-9pm
Tuesday: 9-12am & 5-9pm
Wednesday: 8am-1pm
Thursday: 9-12am & 5-9pm
Friday: 8am-1pm
Saturday: 8-12am

No need to be a member and suitable
for all abili�es

Note: All other times are available by
appointment & the hours are subject to change.

Joining Mint Condition
is as easy as 1,2,3:
1. Book in for a FREE Consultation and Tour
2. Fitness MOT & Assessment
3. First Personal Training session
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It went boom
bang-a-bang!
Saturday November 5th 2016, 8 am: I arrived at 
the sports field to do some preliminary pacing 
out with the firing team (aka the Holybourne 
Mortar platoon). The forecast was dry and the 
marquee was on its way from the White Hart. 
Once it was set up, the hog cooking nicely, 
the bonfire stacked four metres high and our 
fireworks laid out to the platoon’s precise 
plan, we waited for dark and the arrival of our 
customers. The sun descended in a cloudless 
sky, we were in for a cold, dry evening, perfect 
for Holybourne’s bonfire night.
From 6.30 pm the crowds streamed in. We’d 
increased our capacity to 650 and the tickets 
had sold out a week in advance. Our guests 
bought their food and drinks and the youngsters 
ran around with colourful bunny ears and glow 
sticks brightening the darkness.
The best of our guy competition entries, Sophia 
and Poppy, arrived and walked their guys out to 
the bonfire. Then, safely back with the crowd, 
they watched as the flames licked out from the 
base of the fire and their hard work was gone in 
a puff of smoke – a bit like mine really.
Then on to what the crowd had come for – the 
fireworks display. It cost a lot of money but it 
really was a spectacular show and credit goes 
to the firing team. I suspect their reward – aside 
from satisfying their pyromaniac tendencies – 
was the series of ‘oohh’s and ‘aahh’s coming 
from across the barrier rope.  20 minutes of 
bangs culminated in an amazing finale, before 
the crowd started to wend their way home.
I have many people to thank for the success 
of the evening: firstly, all those who helped to 
create this event, after months of planning and 
hard work. A special tribute goes to Nick Cane, 
without whom it would not have happened. 
Secondly, the customers. You did us proud this 
year by turning up in your hundreds, hopefully 
you all enjoyed it. 
Apologies to those who missed out on tickets. 
We limit crowd attendance to ensure we do not 
damage the field too much and for insurance 
reasons. If we exceed the agreed limit there is 
a risk that the insurance would be invalidated. 
As for 2017, both Nick and I are retiring from 
the event. If you are interested in organising 
fireworks for next year please contact David 
Tomlinson, Chairman of the HVA.
Richard Kelly
Photographs by ©Lee Ellis
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and newsworthy jokes within a well-
known story with familiar characters. 
This has been the practice for over 
two hundred years and builds upon 
an Italian theatre style of Commedia 
dell’Art combined with British Music 
Hall traditions. Commedia dell’Art is a 
form of improvised comedy with the 
actors playing comic characters each of 
whom were fixed stereotypes: the joker, 
the lovers, the hero, the villain and so on.  
As they toured the country the players 
would locally adapt their performance 
whilst portraying a familiar story. 
British Pantomime also has its ‘fixed’ 
characters; the outrageous Dame, the 
evil villain, the lovers, the village idiot, 
good and bad spirits and the plots are 
varied from Cinderella, Aladdin and 
Peter Pan through to Robin Hood, the 
Snow Queen and even Frankenstein.
The Puss in Boots story raises more 
question than answers, but that’s 
probably true of most fairy stories! 
The old miller has died and in his 
will left the mill to his oldest son, the 
donkeys to his middle son and a cat 
to his youngest son. Not only can the 
cat talk, but he is very clever and helps 
his new master to become rich, all in 
return for a pair of boots. Unfortunately, 
the plan to become rich and marry 
the king’s daughter does require the 
killing of a local ogre who has magical 
powers. Why the cat wants or needs 
boots and how he came to talk is never 
explained!  The important thing is that 
the plot contains all the right characters 
and ingredients for a great family 
pantomime with lots of opportunity for 
comedy and songs.
Puss in Boots opens on Saturday 28th 

January and runs for three weekends 
with both matinee and evening shows. 
Last year was a complete sell out, so 
please do buy your tickets early. Tickets 
are £8 each, or £25 for a family of four 
and available online from the theatre 
website or in Alton at Wildly Upbeat 
Printers, John Trimmer Walk.
Bob Yelland  
bobyelland@gmail.com

It is probably due to my old age, but it seems 
barely a few weeks since we finished our last 
pantomime and here we are again preparing for 
the next. This year we are staging Puss in Boots, 
which we last performed in 2012. This is unusual 
because we normally try to avoid repeating titles 
within a ten year period, but the choice is down to 
the director and he was keen to revisit this bizarre 
fairy story. Although the plot is familiar, the script is 
new and will contain references to Donald Trump, 
Brexit and Toblerones. It is very much in the spirit of 
pantomime that the plot contains local references 

Holybourne Theatre
Puss in Boots returns

www.holybournetheatre.co.uk



23www.holybourne.com Winter 2016 Holybourne
Neatham& Village Magazine

The Village owes a thank you ...
to Arthur Beagley, for his dedication in looking after the 
Holybourne churchyard. Arthur is seen there many times a 
week caring for both the landscape and pathways, which 
are immaculate. He says he loves doing it but deserves a 
special thank you for his hard work.
Nominated by Michael Fidler
If you know of someone in the village who 
deserves a thank you, do write and let us know.  
tessa.laughton@gmail.com. 

December 2016
10 Hampshire Farmers’ Market, 10am - 2pm, High st, Alton  
 Craft Market, 10am until 3pm, Market Square, Alton  
 The Snow Queen, 2.30pm,  
  Gilbert White Field Studies Centre, Selborne  
 Alton Abbey Advent Concert, 7.30pm, Alton Abbey, Beech 
 Christmas Tree Festival, 10am - 4pm, St Lawrence Ch, Alton

11 Christmas Tree Festival, 10am - 12pm, St Lawrence Ch, Alton 
 Santa Run, 12pm - 4pm, Market Square, Alton  
 Candlelight Christmas Teas,  Langrish House, Petersfield

14 Christmas Wine Tour & Tasting at Hattingley Valley  
  www.hattingleyvalley.co.uk or 01256 389 188

16 Carol Concert for St Matthew’s church, 7.30pm  
  Phoenix Theatre and Arts Centre, Bordon  
  Tickets £5: www.phoenixarts.co.uk or 01420 472664

17 Wonder of Christmas, 7.30pm, Alton Maltings Centre  
 Waverley Singers Concert of Christmas songs and Carols  
 7.30pm, St Andrews Ch, Farnham  www.ticket-source.co.uk

21 Carols round the Tree, 7pm, The White Hart, Holybourne
December 2016: Longer-term events
1 - 23 This is my Theatre: A Christmas Carol, Privett, Alton 
1 - 30 Santa’s reindeer & friendly farm animals at Birdworld 
  www.birdworld.co.uk  
3 - 19 The Story of Christmas Traditions at Hinton Ampner 
  £15, book on 0344 249 1895  
10/11, 17 - 24 Watercress Line Santa Specials  
   www.watercressline.co.uk  
17 - 18 Santa Special at the Rural Life Centre, Farnham  
26/27 Christmas Leave, Watercress Line

Letters & Village News

Let Us Remember Them
Come join us to pay tribute to our boys that died far away

And pray that each one of them will be remembered some day 

Give a thought to them fighting in water, slime and mud 

To each noble hero who fought and shed his blood 

Such tragic wars, now long past, must ne’er occur again 

Through a deeper understanding, let us share in all their pain 

Vernon Burford

Poetry Corner

Unsung
Heroes

What’s On

At long last renovations to the sports field pavilion have 
been completed. An impressive new turret clock now 
sits in the centre of the pavilion roof. This has been a long 
awaited project by the trustees of the sports field who 
have, over the last two or three years, been budgeting 
for this work to improve the appearance of the pavilion. 
Beneath the clockface the trustees have fitted a Hampshire 
rose plaque. The trustees are grateful to the Holybourne 
Cricket Club for all their hard work, which has transformed 
the pavilion from a farm shed into what it is today. They 
are grateful for all continued support in the running of the 
Sports Field.
Sally Lloyd

Sports Field News

Suspicious Vehicles?
Suspicous Activity?
Anti-social Behaviour?

Non Urgent: Phone 101

Urgent: Phone 999
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Kemp & Stevens

Robin Thorne Dip FD MBIFD
Gill Thorne Dip FD MBIFD
Michael Thorne Dip FD MBIFD
Geoff ThorneMBIE Dip FD MBIFD

One of Alton’s oldest independent family run businesses
serving the local and surrounding community for generations.

THORNE FAMILY
INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS

93 High Street, Alton, Hampshire, GU34 1LG
01420 83177 / 83377 (24 hours)

Proven Treatments, Relaxation Therapies, Combination Treatments

01420 84487 info@bodycheckuk.co.uk   www.bodycheckuk.co.uk
68 - 70 High Street, Alton, Hampshire, GU34 1ET

ChiropracticRelaxationFlotationMassage

Body Check

“Come in, Relax, Feel better”

Massage, Flotation, Chiropractic & Relaxation Centre

If You Need:
Transport for Doctor & Hospital Appointments

Collection of Prescriptions - Shopping
or just a Friendly Ear

New drivers are always required
Please call us if you can help,
even if in a very small way.

Mileage paid if required

Contact us on:
01420 89418

Holybourne
Care Group

WE ARE HERE TO HELP
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Talks and exhibitions in the new year
Local Archaeology  
by David Graham, our local archeologist.  
12 January, 7.30pm. Free entry.   

Who Was William Curtis? Five distinguished 
members of an Alton family, by Jane Hurst. 
26 January, 7:30pm. £5

Trees Around the Town 
by Jim Dickinson, Alton’s Tree Warden 
 23 February, 7:30pm. £5

WH Allen: A European Affair 
3 January – 11 March
Featuring work from the artist’s earliest 
visits to France and Italy, up to the inter-
war period. Includes paintings from 
Switzerland, northern France and the 
Channel Islands. Free entry.

Curtis Museum local history archives
The local paper has given us varied views of the festive 
season over the years – in 1896 it intoned, “Christmas in 
Alton promises to be, so far as outside appearances 
go, as dull as it has been in former years.”  Bah humbug, 
as Scrooge might say.  The article goes on, “This, however, 
is only a natural state of things, for Christmas, of all 
seasons of the year, is the time when absent members 

A friend in need …………
Do you need to get to a doctor’s or dentist’s appointment?  
Do you have a meeting in town which you can’t miss... 
But you don’t have a car... or a friendly neighbour is not 
available? Then Holybourne care group may well be able to 
help. We have a team of volunteers willing to give their time 
and services to make sure you can get to those important 
appointments. In most cases we can drive those unable 
to drive, afford taxis or call on a friend to get where they 
need to be. We can also provide a friendly ear if you need 
someone to talk to.
The care group has been coordinated 
by Ysanne Legg for a number of 
years and many people in the village 
will testify to the help they have 
received. If you are in need of the 
service please call Ysanne on 01420 
89418 and she find one of the team 
to help you out.  The more notice, 
the better the chances of a kind 
volunteer being available.

of the family return and the family hearth, rather than 
the public hall, is the place of merriment.”

In 1914, despite the onset of war, the paper reminded us, 
“On December 15th, Mr A J Martin, auctioneer, Market 
Street, Alton, will hold his annual Christmas market at 
Alton.  Special prizes are being offered by the tradesmen 
of Alton and the auctioneer for - fat calves, sheep, 
hogs, porkers, turkeys, geese, ducks, poultry, eggs and 
butter.” So, plenty of seasonal fare around. Rationing 
was not introduced until the last year of the war.
During the Second World War, the earlier introduction 
of rationing made it a different picture, “So rare have 
sweets become in these days, that when a consignment 
of liquorice of all sorts (sic) arrived at an Alton store this 
week, a queue soon formed to buy it.  (Alton Gazette 
December 13th 1940).”

Things were not always so bleak in midwinter.  The 
Gazette exclaimed on November 18th 1938, “There may 
yet be strawberries for Christmas! In a wood near Alton 
on Sunday violets and primroses were picked and 
there were enough blackberries to make a pie.  At 
Holybourne, a tree has a second crop of apples and at 
Privett, foxgloves are in bloom.” 

Merry Christmas.  Roll on Spring.
Jill Line
  
The Curtis Museum and Allen Gallery, Alton  
01420 82802  www.hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk  
Hours: Tues-Sat, Gallery 10.30 -4.30, Museum 10 – 5 

Curtis Museum & Allen Gallery

Holybourne Care Group
This service depends entirely on volunteers. Whilst we 
have a dedicated team, more helpers would be really 
useful and would reduce the number of calls to any one 
volunteer. If you have an interest in the community and feel 
able to offer your services, please contact Ysanne on the 
number above. The commitment is not extensive and you 
are under no obligation to agree to any specific request.

………. is a friend indeed
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Free quotation and
consultation

Fully qualified and
insured

References available

Specialists in Ponds,
Water Features, Paving
and Timberwork

For all your
hard and soft
landscaping needs

Tel: 01420 543806
Mob: 07795 615526

Thrivelandscapes@aol.com
www.thrivelandscapes.org

The Lawn Residential Home

Set in beautiful grounds, we provide 24 hour
care to the highest standard based upon the
principles of dignity, individuality and free
choice

01420 84162
www.fote.org.uk/the-lawn

Giving older people the opportunity
to live fulfilled and respected lives

David C. Andrews
Established 1967

Extensions
Alterations
Plumbing & Heating
Roofing & Leadwork

•
•
•
•

Contractors to
Local Authorities

Tel: 01420 84454
Email: david.c.andrews67@gmail.com

Howards Farm, Howards Lane,
Holybourne, Alton. GU34 4HH

www.MillFarmOrganic.com

Tel/Fax: 01420 22331
Open: Wed– Sat 9am-5pm
Isington Nr. Alton GU34 4PN

Farm Shop
& Cafe

Organic Beef , Lamb & Pork
Meat Boxes from £49
Fresh ‘Artisan’ Bread, Fruit+Veg

Local Hampshire
produce
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“Where is the one who has been born 
king of the Jews?” (Matthew 2:2)
There’s a story that runs like this: there was a mayor of a 
small town who had brought in so many improvements 
to local life that over several years he had transformed the 
town. And so the community decided it was high time to 
pay him tribute.
The party was held at the local town hall, and all agreed it 
was a great celebration. The decorations were superb, the 
music was loud, the room crowded and noisy. The food 
was delicious and the wine flowed. It was the best party 
the town had ever had.
Over coffee the next morning in the local cafe, someone 
wondered aloud if the mayor had enjoyed it. No one knew. 
In fact, as the day wore on, people began to realise that 
actually, no one had even seen the mayor there that night. 
Later they discovered that the mayor had been at home all 
evening, waiting for the lift that he had been promised into 
town. But people were so busy preparing for the party, that 
no one had remembered him. And so he had missed the 
party in his honour. Apparently no one had even noticed 
his absence.

Church Corner
It sounds a lot like Christmas. People get together to 
celebrate, the food is great, the music warms the heart - 
but has anyone seen the guest of honour? We sing about 
him, we act out nativity plays about him, but in reality, 
the season has become about US. Our menus, our travel 
plans, our presents, our decorations. At what point in the 
proceedings do we give ourselves time to notice whether 
he is among us, or not? 
As a Parish we offer you many opportunities to draw close 
not to just the story, but to Jesus who is the guest and also 
the host. Our many acts of worship over the Christmas 
period are our gift to you to celebrate and worship and 
take time to recognise Jesus, the Son of God in our midst, 
among us, and it is indeed such a wonderful time of the 
year.  
Where is the one who has been born 
king of the Jews?  He is here, God 
with us, Emmanuel.
I look forward to being with you as 
we worship together. I wish you a 
very Happy Christmas.
Revd Andrew Micklefield  
Andrew-micklefield@gmail.com

Sunday 11th December
10.30am, Church of the Holy Rood, Holybourne

Christingle Service
6.30pm, Church of the Holy Rood, Holybourne 

Service of Nine Lessons and Carols

Sunday 18th December
10.30am, St Lawrence Church 
Christmas Lighthouse Service
10.30am, All Saints Church 
Carols & Christmas Readings

4pm, Beech Village Hall
Christmas Nativity & Carols

6.30pm, St Lawrence Church
Service of Nine Lessons and Carols

Christmas Eve
4pm, Church of the Holy Rood, Holybourne 

Crib Service
4pm, St Lawrence Church

Crib Service
11.30pm, All Saints Church

Midnight Communion
11.30pm, St Lawrence Church

Midnight Communion
11.30pm, Church of the Holy Rood, Holybourne

Midnight Communion

CHRISTMAS SERVICES  
IN THE 

PARISH OF THE RESURRECTION

Christmas Day
8am, St Lawrence Church

Holy Communion
8am, All Saints Church

Holy Communion
9.15am, St Peter’s Church, Beech

Christmas Communion
9.15am, Church of the Holy Rood, 

Holybourne
Christmas Communion

10.30am, All Saints Church
Christmas Traditional Communion
10.30am, St Lawrence Church
Christmas All-Age Communion
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COUNTY BLINDS & SHUTTERS

Studio 4, Manor Farm, Lasham, Alton, Hampshire. GU34 5SL
Tel: 01256 381666   www.countyblindsandshutters.co.uk

If you are looking for inspiration or wish to talk through your requirements,
please call us to discuss or arrange a FREE home appointment
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‘The rungs on the social mobility 
ladder are growing further apart’ 
– what am I doing?
Just occasionally it pays to be a bit disorganised. When I 
sat down to write this piece with the deadline looming, I 
had a clear idea of what I would write, but then (cue the 
usual procrastination), I noticed on my news-feed that the 
Social Mobility Commission, chaired by Alan Milburn, had 
just published its annual report, State of the Nation 2016: 
Social Mobility in Great Britain. The Commission’s Report 
was put before Parliament on 16th November 2016.

It paints a sadly familiar picture 
of a “them and us” Britain 
divided along the fault-lines 
of wealth and opportunity. 
But its conclusion – that most 
families are now worse off 
than their parents’ generation 
- is staggering. When you 
boil it down, across the 
country, social mobility 
is going backwards not 
forwards, despite successive 
government attempts to 
tackle it. We’re told that 

“Whole tracts of Britain feel left behind. Whole communities 
feel the benefits of globalisation have passed them by. 
Whole sections of society feel they do not get a chance to 
succeed.” 
Whilst I am undeniably one of the ‘haves’, this is simply 
not the kind of society I want for myself, others and future 
generations. Personally, it’s a real wake-up call. The report 
points to the global financial crisis as the watershed 
moment following which the richest and best connected 
have become exponentially more wealthy at the expense 
of the majority and especially the poorest. 
I remember well the events of October 2008 when Lehman 
Brothers went under. I had only been a junior lawyer for a 
few weeks and it was a crazy, uncertain time that was rough 
for everyone, including many of my colleagues and friends. 
But, since the fall-out, the research is clear that it’s been the 
most privileged that have moved on best, with the least 
able left to pick up the pieces. Oxfam reported earlier this 
year that the richest 1% in the world now have as much 
as the rest combined! When you look at the textbooks, I 
suppose all this is no surprise: surely it’s just what we’d 
expect from a market-driven economy, but to quote the 

report, it has resulted in a social “hollowing out” among 
“left behind Britain” which has a real human cost that we 
simply can’t ignore.  More broadly, the evidence suggests 
that there is a rupture in the social contract in which we 
are all stakeholders. “Low levels of social mobility infringe 
Britain’s implicit social contract: that those who work 
hard will have a fair chance to get on. That is why social 
mobility, all too often seen as an issue for a minority in 
our country, is an issue for the majority.” In other words, 
whatever our relative wealth or ability to advance ourselves, 
social mobility is a problem for us all and which can only – 
truly – be solved by us all. 
The report claims all this means the government needs to 
make fundamental social reforms over the next decade 
because “tinkering with change will not do the trick” or 
help “make Britain one again”.  According to the report, 
the areas that need tackling head-on are: helping parents, 
schools, jobs and housing.  
The report is obviously high-level and its recommendations 
don’t offer much to help individuals respond. But, it 
did remind me of the words of a great South American 
theologian, Gustavo Gutierrez who, writing in the 1960s 
said, “An unjust situation does not happen by chance; 
it is not something branded by a fatal destiny: there 
is human responsibility behind it.”  So, the question I’m 
asking is, what am I doing? And what can we do together 
to be part of the solution and not the problem? After all, it 
says the recommendations are not just for the government 
but also for employers, universities, colleges, schools, 
councils and communities. 
As you know, we haven’t been in the village very long, but 
we’ve been amazed at how much good stuff is happening 
here. It’s a great blessing to be a part of things!  But, where 
we’re not already doing so, the report is a call to help open 
up further opportunity across our community so that others 
can access what we already enjoy and the benefits we 
already share. 
Here’s the best bit.  Underneath all the stats, it’s an incredibly 
inspiring and hopeful vision of what a fairer society might 
look like. In the Christian calendar, Advent is a time for 
waiting, but it is a certain kind of waiting, full of hope, 
for what has already been promised. As we get ready for 
Christmas – presents, travelling, angels’ wings made from 
coat hangers - it’s brilliant to be with you and to think that 
we’ll soon be celebrating the birth of Jesus together, whose 
message of peace and social transformation can inspire us 
to play our part in the great challenges of our time, and 
especially, to coin a good biblical phrase, ‘for the least of 
these’.  
I look forward to seeing many of you at our various Christmas 
services at the Church of the Holy Rood, but may I take this 
chance to wish you all every blessing for a peaceful and 
happy Christmas and New Year.      
Revd. Chris Bradish  revchrisbradish@gmail.com
Social Mobility Commission:  
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/social-mobility-
commission

From the
Rectory
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Into Winter
Due to an exceptionally warm autumn, at the beginning 
of November most leaves are on the trees and some still 
green. The tall willows at the foot of the Mill Cottage pig 
field, by the footpath from Alton, are changing to yellow 
and falling to line the path. Here colourful fungi were in 
evidence on dead wood; all part of nature’s recycling. 
Thin threads of fungal hyphae will be permeating the logs, 
digesting and using nutrients from the wood that underpin 
the production of the spore-bearing toadstools. Some 
red campions are in flower. These normally colour the 
waysides in May but can have a second minor flowering 
later in the year and I have even seen them in flower on a 
Christmas Day walk. There is always an element of surprise 
in a country walk.

Rivers for physical geography
Our northern Wey and its tributary, the Caker Stream, are 
headwaters rising from chalk springs in Alton and from near 
Hartley Park Farm on the Selborne Road. The two join just 
downstream from Anstey Mill in Mill Lane, Alton at the foot 
of Lynch Hill Hanger, and then meander across the marshy 

ground on the valley floor by the fishing pond where the 
river is further fed by springs. A public footpath leads off 
near the end of Mill Lane and follows the river under the 
A31 road bridge to Upper Neatham Mill where another 
public footpath goes over the river bridge past the mill 
house and that is a vantage point to see into the river and 
its varying depths and river bed.
River meanders erode the banks on the outside of a 
bend where fast water undercuts the bank, while on the 
opposite side, on the inside of the meander, slow water 
causes silt to deposit, giving a shallow bank. The riverbed 
varies from place to place – stones, gravel or silt – and this 
changes seasonally. There are also pools of deep water 
and shallow fast flowing riffles over stones, which build up 
to ‘islands’ with water braiding, or directed and speeded 
up either side, giving clean gravel appreciated by trout for 
egg-laying and anchorage for water weed. Eventually the 
islands disappear. There is such an island, initiated by a tree 
fallen across the river from Lynch Hill Hanger, just upstream 
from the Mill Lane fishing pond. Woody debris in streams 
is now appreciated in moderation, although excess can be 
a flood risk.
Following the riverside footpath through the other Mill 
Cottage fields, there is a stretch where the eroding outer 
curve of a meander that was threatening the footpath has 
been artificially strengthened by the Environment Agency 
to limit further erosion. The dark green rushes, their tops 
eaten by the sheep and goats, indicate the dampness of 
soil with spring seepages, but now is a time of relatively 
low spring flow so none of the springs on the valley floor 
were running above ground at the beginning of November.
Continuing on the path to the footbridge over The Bourne, 
it is worth looking to one side to see the clean, mostly 
flint, gravel bed with pockets of fine dark silt in areas 
near the bank where the water is still. Slow water causes 
silt in suspension to be deposited, whereas it would be 
carried along in fast water. Looking the other side of the 
footbridge, the channel of The Bourne upstream is covered 
with cresses, but the water is still flowing below these.
Old Ordnance Survey maps from about 1800, available 
as large scale in the Curtis Museum and Alton Library, and 
smaller Landranger scale as Cassini Historical maps, give 
views of the river channel in earlier times before modern 
development.

Our River

Sheep near Mill Cottage, Upper NeathamFungi on logs on the path by Upper Neatham Mill

Upper Neatham Mill pond
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Gaston Field
Planning permission for land behind Chandos Lodge and 
the Grange came with the condition that the field opposite 
Eggar’s School become public open space, preserving a 
strategic gap in the developed environment. This triangle 
of land is bounded on one side by the railway line, then by 
Montecchio Way and on the third side by Garston Way, the 
access to the new development that is part of Holybourne 
parish. ‘Gaston’ was the original spelling for the field in the 
Holybourne tithe map for 1843 and ‘Garstons’ the name of 
the house built on part of it in the early twentieth century, 
later to become enlarged as ‘The Grange’. The map shows 
the land as open fields (the railway running through the 
southern part came later in 1852). It tells us that Sir Thomas 
Combe Miller (of Froyle) owned Gaston and the field to 
the east (Butts Close), both occupied by William Twitchen 
and used as arable land. William Twitchen is remembered 
in one of the new road names, Twitchens Road.
The trees and shrubs alongside Montecchio Way were part 
of fairly recent highway landscaping but some trees of 
greater age were present near the entrance, in the centre of 
the field and by the railway line. The conspicuous mature 
English oak by the site entrance was brought down in Storm 
Jake at the beginning of March this year, together with an 
old ash in the field. This occasioned a site visit to record 
the trees on 11th March, when opportunity was taken also 
to look at the wooded area by the railway line.
A second visit was made on 30th June when, as well as the 
seasonal differences with trees in leaf and plants in flower, 
it was possible to observe other changes to the land that is 
still in the hands of developers, although the new houses 
are now occupied. Unfortunately most of the fallen oak 
and ash timber had been cut up and removed – a pity 
as dead wood is a valuable habitat, especially for insects 
and fungi, adding interest to the open space. However, 
several slices of the oak trunk were left at the side of the 
access road and this provided an opportunity to count 
annual tree rings – about 175, making the oak tree almost 
contemporary with the tithe map. The tree rings differ in 
their width from year to year and so give a record of past 
weather conditions. Each year, new wood is added to the 
outside of the trunk immediately under the bark and the 
most recent 18 tree rings (c.1998-2016) are wide showing 
good rates of growth that may reflect the recent run of 
warm and wet summers. The tree’s ‘diary’ warrants further 
study and comparison with meteorological data. Maybe 
one of these tree slices could go to the Curtis Museum and 
help tell the story of the last two centuries of Alton’s history 
and climate.

The second change was that the field had been ploughed, 
showing less evidence of flints from river terrace gravel seen 
on the weathered surface in March and instead, substantial 
clods of silty clay. When broken open the green and rust 
patches were typical of ‘gleyed soil’ from waterlogged 
situations. River beds are not always of uniform texture with 
patches of mud, sand and gravel, constantly changing. 
There was standing water in part of the field during the 
earlier visit in March. 
Rather disturbing was the fact that ploughing had taken 
place below the canopy of the trees by the railway, 
including around a significant English oak. Disturbance to 
the surface roots of the trees by ploughing and pressure 
from heavy equipment is harmful and could lead to their 
premature demise. Surely conditions and adherence to 
British Standards should prohibit this sort of action below 
the tree canopy. This would not only protect the operative 
tree roots but also prevent mechanical damage to the 
lower bark that can so easily provide an entry for pathogens 
giving disease. Many well run amenity sites and botanical 
gardens now have a policy for not mowing under trees. It is 
important to protect existing mature trees on new amenity 
sites as they provide homes and livelihood for animals as 
well as ready visual beauty in countryside and welcome 
shade in summer.  Over 260 species of insects are known 
to depend on the English oak.
Some tree planting has been done on grass adjacent to 
Garston Way, but unfortunately this has included three 
copper acers, not part of the English countryside. If only 
they had been oaks! A group of existing mature trees (English 
oaks and sycamores) has been preserved in a green square 
on the edge of the development, a nice feature which 
should have been echoed in the new adjacent plantings.
In the summer some wild flowers, naturally grown, were 
in evidence along the edge of the access road, making 
a welcome splash of colour and attracting insects to 
nectar. A third visit, on 31st October noted additional tree 
plantings in the field. It was good to see that these are of 
native species. 
Villagers of long residence in Holybourne may have useful 
recollections of the use and condition of this field in living 
memory and these could be shared in the village magazine. 
My thanks to Jane Hurst, local historian and volunteer at the 
Curtis Museum for providing details on the tithe map.
June Chatfield, Chair, Northern Wey Trust  
All photos by author
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All Footcare treatments including:

To arrange an appointment phone or email:

ROUTINE NAILCARE ● CORNS & CALLUS
VERRUCAE ● INGROWN TOENAILS

07980 363 058
dan@footnotepodiatry.co.uk
www.footnotepodiatry.co.uk

Dan is available for home visits in the
Alton area including the outlying villages

Unable to travel to a clinic?
Painful feet?
Having problems with corns?

HCPC registered and DBA checked Podiatrist
Dan Aston BSc (Hons) MChS
FOOTNOTE PODIATRY

WORRY NO MORE !!

Alton Town Council is offering a scheme to encourage
families in Alton to come together and take part in
a variety of sports in the Town's open spaces.

Community Sports Bags are available to hire for:
£5.00 for 3 days/weekend (Fri pm - Mon am)

or £10.00 for 7 Days per bag.
Bookings require a £25.00 damage/loss refundable deposit

and proof of ID and address.

Bags include: Football, Basketball, Cricket Bat, Bean
Bags, Bat & Ball, pair of Hockey Sticks & Ball, Rounders

Bat, Frisbee, Skipping Rope, Velcro Mitt Catch Set.
Additional equipment can be booked upon request including

a Rainbow Parachute, Skittles, Rugby Ball and Netball.

For bookings contact Alton Town Council:
Tel: 01420 83986 or email events@alton.gov.uk

Town Hall, Market Square, Alton, GU34 1HD
Collection can be arranged from the Town Hall or Anstey Park.

On Saturday December 17th 2016, Holybourne’s resident 
cycling club will be embarking on our second annual 
Christmas ride. The White Hart Vueltas are a local collective 
of riders from Holybourne and Alton who regularly ride 
from The White Hart. Formed in 2013, the club (with no 
rules) started life as 13 intrepid cyclists in pursuit of coffee 
and cake on bikes. Since then the group has grown to over 
40 regular riders who take part in a Friday night circuit ride, 
a Sunday morning spin and many mad challenges through 
the year.  
The Christmas ride will see the cyclists leave The White Hart 
fuelled up on tea, coffee and bacon sandwiches for a 40 

mile ride to The White Hart in Overton where we will dine 
on a sumptuous Christmas lunch. It’s then a leisurely 20 mile 
ride home, finishing back at our White Hart to re-carb and 
re-hydrate! Christmas cycling jerseys are a must, decorated 
bikes are preferred and if you can get flashing fairy lights in 
as well, you are a Christmas star!  
If you are interested in joining us on a ride, please visit our 
facebook page and drop us a message, or simply turn up 
at The White Hart on a Sunday morning ready to head out 
at 9am.  
Philip Canale  
www.facebook.com/whitehartvueltas

White Hart Vueltas
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Our 21st season finished on a real high with a sixes 
competition on the Sunday of the August bank holiday, 
where we hosted seven teams from in and around Alton 
in a friendly and sociable afternoon of cricket. It was great 
to see so many people of all ages turning out to support 
the event, many of whom stuck it out to the end despite 
the showers. Our home grown talent Brad Taylor, the U19 
England Captain, turned his wrist with a couple of overs 
– his last appearance before his departure to Adelaide in 
Australia for the summer season. We are grateful to Waitrose 
and the ECB for sponsoring this event with the gift of £100 
in food vouchers, which was enjoyed by all!
We held our Awards Evening on Friday 16th September 
2016 for both junior and senior players. Congratulations to 
everyone who received an award. Once again, a big thank 
you to the coaches, in particular Paul Taylor and Paul Allen. 
Thanks to the managers and parents (on behalf of their 
children!) who make all the games possible.

For the keen cricketers amongst us who never put a bat 
down, colts training starts again on Monday 7th January 
2017 at Eggars School. Years Four, Five, Six and Seven will 
train from 6.00pm to 7.30pm; Years Eight, Nine, Ten and 
11 from 7.30pm to 9pm. We are pleased to announce that 
Martin Kitching, kitchingmartin2@gmail.com, will be taking 
over the running of the colts section. A big thank you to 
Rob Milner who has done a great job of organising the 
managers, parents and fixtures over the last couple of years.
Preparations for next season are already underway with 
the pavilion being redecorated and a few repairs here and 
there. Thanks to the Sports Field trustees for the new clock 
tower and if you have not seen it yet come and have a look 
next April when the pavilion bar and BBQ will be fired-up 
again for the start of the 2017 Season – everyone welcome! 
We are always looking for new players of any ability to join 
the Holybourne club so if you are interested please call 
Mick Roberts on 07973 489262.
Lastly, if you are stuck for a present then take a look at the 
great range of sporting products and Holyboune’s own 
cricket gear available to purchase on our website:  
https://shop.kalibazar.co.uk/club/holybournecc  
May we wish you all a great Christmas!
Peter Robinson, Chairman & the Committee of HCC

Holybourne Cricket Club

After finishing 2015/2016 in fourth place, the team were 
full of optimism going into the 2016/2017 campaign and 
looking forward to another season in Division Four.
At the annual league meeting in August however, to our 
amazement, we were told by the League that we had 
been promoted to Division Three by finishing fourth. The 
team who finished third and eight points above us were 
to remain in Division Four – after the exchanging of a few 
brown envelopes – claiming that they felt that they could 
not compete in Division Three, but we could. Who says 
corruption doesn’t exist in football!
We can report that our recruitment policy is ongoing and 
we have signed 4 new players. Kim Lydon, brother of 
legendary Sex Pistols front man John Lydon, has added 
some steel to our midfield. Kim is also joined by his friend 
Ben Biggar (centre forward) to keep our only other striker, 
Fobby, company.  Fingers (the clue is in the handshake) 
is a combative midfielder, and Dean, a newcomer to the 
area and recent signing from Crystal Palace, is a versatile 
defender and diehard Crystal Palace Ultra fan!

Division Three is proving tough, with several teams 
competing below their level. We are four league games into 
the season and we have a consistent record: four games 
and four defeats. With a goal difference of -17, we are well 
and truly rooted at the bottom of the league. However we 
are pleased to report that we won a cup match against a 
division Four team, the Odiham Crocs old boys, 4-2, which 
hopefully bodes well for the start of a successful cup run. 
At the time of writing the manager’s job appears to be very 
safe. Several offers of resignation have been declined by 
the board. Our team sprit remains buoyant and our mission 
to return to Division Four continues.  
If you are aged over 35 and enjoy losing week in, week 
out, or if you just enjoy playing football and a pint at the 
pub then please get in touch. You’re welcome to join our 
Christmas festivities on Saturday 17th December at the 
White Hart from 7pm.  Contact Will 07795 286 721 or Gary 
07464 549009.
William Ponsonby

Holybourne Veterans’ Football Club
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HOLYBOURNE
VILLAGE HALL
Available for public hire, offering a maximum capacity
of 60 people, a fully-fitted and equipped kitchen, toilet
facilities and full level access.
The hall is situated in the centre of the village, just a
few yards up Church Lane from London Road.

HOURLY HIRE RATES
Holybourne Residents
Weekdays: £8.50
Weekends before 18:00 £10.00
Weekends after 18:00 £11.50
Non-Holybourne Residents
Weekdays: £10.00
Weekends before 18:00 £13.50
Weekends after 18:00 £18.00

BOOKING ENQUIRIES
Vickie Kemp
01420 549074 / 07737 369803
villagehall@holybourne.com

ONLINE HALL AVAILABILITY
www.holybourne.com
Select the ‘LOCAL’ option, then
‘Village Hall’ option, and click
on the availability link.

The china, glass and cutlery in the kitchen are all included in the cost of the hire.
Hirers must ensure that the duration of their booking is sufficient for any setting
up and clearing up. Free access to the hall cannot be given for this purpose.

www.holybourne.com/Vil_hall.html
www.flametip.com/hvhbook.htm

The kitchen refurbishment project and its associated tasks are occupying 
a lot of the trustees’ time at present – much work has been done on 
the design and specification as well as researching potential sources 
of funding and the criteria necessary to qualify. Grant applications will 
be submitted in the New Year. We must thank the Alton Beer Festival for 
their kind donation of £500 towards our goal, which at the moment we 
anticipate being £10,000. Regrettably, our initial supplier does not seem 
able to work with a charity reliant on grant-awarding bodies and their 
twice-yearly cycles. Despite significant efforts to get them to engage 
with us, the limited validity of their quotes and insistence on money 
up front mean that we have reluctantly had to start looking elsewhere.  
We’re really disappointed after five month’s hard work that it has come 
to this – the quality, design and price were excellent, but to commit 
to their timescales and requirements would render us ineligible for 
any funding.  So, back to the drawing board. As a result of this, we 
now expect the refurbishment to take place in the summer holidays. 
If anyone would like to help us with a donation, it would be very 
gratefully received.

Work is well in hand on our Winter Fundraising Quiz - probably long 
gone by the time you read this!  We’re looking forward to our guest 
quizmaster Patrick Burridge testing the mettle of Holybourne’s finest 
trivia minds and are hoping to raise somewhere in the order of £500 
towards the kitchen refurbishment fund.

There are several ways in which you can get involved with Holybourne 
Village Hall, without having to commit too much time. Ideally, we’d 
like two or three more trustees, but the giving of time or expertise can 
sometimes be more useful than a cash donation.  For example, work 
on the updates to our Health and Safety Policy and our Fire Safety Risk 
Assessment nears completion and – having only limited experience of 
these sorts of matters on the committee – if someone with the necessary 

knowledge would be prepared to look over the documents we’d be 
really grateful. If you’re not an expert but you can hold a screwdriver, 
paintbrush, broom, hose or trowel, we’d definitely welcome your 
efforts at one of our working parties, usually held on a Saturday morning 
between 10am and 1pm. If you feel you’d like to assist, please let us 
know and we’ll keep you informed of the dates of forthcoming work 
parties and the objectives for each.  No obligation to attend and help 
– but coffee and tea provided for the workers!

You may remember that the insulation at the hall was substantially 
increased by three volunteers from the trustees back in February 2015, 
causing what had been a rather chilly, space to warm up more rapidly 
and retain the heat for longer.  We had some really positive feedback 
from our hirers last winter, and some more good news has just arrived 
in the form of notification from our energy suppliers that our monthly 
direct debits are being reduced, so it looks as if we will finally start 
keeping pace with the bills.  A long-term but very welcome benefit!

Lastly, and somewhat unpleasantly, someone has decided that the 
Village Hall green bins double up as dog waste bins.  They really don’t, 
and the trustees of this registered charity pay council tax just like every 
household in our village to get our bins emptied. There are several 
EHDC public bins positioned in Holybourne for this purpose, and we 
respectfully request that the dog owner concerned avails themselves 
of these facilities. 

Check our Facebook page or the Village Hall news bulletins on 
our noticeboard to be kept up to date with details of events at the 
hall. If you’d like to get in touch with suggestions for fundraising or 
improvements, please  contact us via the Facebook page or via email at 
villagehall@holybourne.com

Please see our advert below for details of our current hire rates and 
how to book the hall.  Hoping to welcome many of you to the hall in 
the New Year!

Ben Kemp, Chairman, Trustees of Holybourne Village Hall

Village Hall News
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We have expanded to fulfil our customers needs

• Servicing
• Air conditioning servicing and re-gas
• Main dealer standard fault diagnostic equipment
• Brakes
• Cam-belts
• Tyres & wipers
• Exhausts
• Batteries

• Clutches
• All makes & models  undertaken
• Free courtesy car
• VW Kombi van specialist

01420 474541
www.brandautos.co.uk | enquiries@brandautos.co.uk

8 Kingsley Business Park, Kingsley, Hampshire, GU35 9LY
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Choose the agency that, for the fourth year running, has been 
judged by its peers as the best large agency in the UK. 

Hamptons Alton. 01420 408079   |   alton@hamptons-int.com
hamptons.co.uk

Quality Printing

Your partner in design

01252 314765 / 01252 330683

A Partnership
of Quality

Quality Design

Parish & Church Magazines . Magazines . Newsletters
Brochures . Leaflets . Calendars . Postcards
Greeting Cards . Stationery . Banners . & More

This summer’s new all-colour Holybourne
Village Magazine was a joint project - we
hope that you like it.

Please get in touch if you would like us
to help you to make your community
newsletter or magazine make its mark.

info@imprintcolour.co.uk www.imprintcolour.co.uk

01420 594644 info@sl-design.co.uk www.sl-design.co.uk

Imprint Colour Limited,
Unit 3 Pegasus Court, North Lane,
Aldershot, Hampshire. GU12 4QP

Stephen Lewis Design Consultancy, 4 Archery Rise, Alton, Hampshire. GU34 1PG




