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BBrewery Shop & Off Licence  
  ffff   DDraught beer to takeaway from 2pints upwards   

1150+ Craft Beers from all over the world                            

HHandpicked Selection of Wines and Spirits  

GGorilla Spirits——LLocally produced Gin  

Opening Times: Mon 9-5 / Tue-Fri 9-7 / Sat 10-5 / Sun Closed 

Triple fff Brewery , Magpie Works, Sta on Approach, Four Marks, Hampshire GU34 5HN 

                  Tel: 01420 561422  /  Email: retail@triplefff.com 
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HOLYBOURNE VILLAGE HALL

Available for public hire, offering a
maximum capacity of 60 people, a fully-
fitted and equipped kitchen, toilet
facilities and full level access.
The hall is situated in the centre of the
village, just a few yards up Church Lane
from London Road.

HOURLY HIRE RATES
Holybourne Residents
Weekdays: £8.50
Weekends before 18:00 £10.00
Weekends after 18:00 £11.50
Non-Holybourne Residents
Weekdays: £10.00
Weekends before 18:00 £13.50
Weekends after 18:00 £18.00

BOOKING ENQUIRIES
Vickie Kemp
01420 549074 / 07737 369803
villagehall@holybourne.com

ONLINE HALL AVAILABILITY
www.holybourne.com
Select the ‘Village Hall’
Press “Click Here to Book”

The china, glass and cutlery in the kitchen are all included in the cost of the hire.
Hirers must ensure that the duration of their booking is sufficient for any setting up and clearing up. Free access to the hall cannot be given for this purpose.

The April Fools’ quiz night was very well-received, with many 
positive comments from the contestants and £519 raised towards 
the kitchen refurbishment fund. The Timothy Taylor Landlord 
real ale (kindly sponsored by The White Hart) quenched a lot 
of thirsts! Thanks to everyone who supported it and particular 
thanks to Tim, Vron and Vincent, our Glastonbury-based guests 
who set the questions, scored the answers and collected the 
answer sheets. Congratulations to Simple Minds, who won the 
wine-based prize for fi rst place, and well done to the Back 
Street Preachers and the Magnifi cent Seven who fi nished second 
and third respectively. It had been hoped to hold the next quiz 
on 30th September, and Tim enjoyed his evening so much he 
offered to run it again, but the trustees are really sorry to report 
that he lost his battle with cancer in early July so the September 
quiz will not now be going ahead. The trustees send sincere 
condolences to Tim’s family. 

Attendance at the village hall quiz has been falling in the last 
few years, perhaps due to ‘quiz fatigue’ – there are many more 
quizzes around now than when it started back in 2007. If anyone 
has any thoughts on this, or ideas for fundraising events that might 
have more mass appeal, please contact the trustees.

The Working Party on 22nd April was productive with many tasks 
completed - the exterior of the building and its surrounds were 
worked on by Mike, Janet and the two non-trustee volunteers, 
Caroline and Nick, to whom particular thanks. The fl owerbeds, 
pots, hanging baskets and troughs were all weeded, the water 
butt was re-seated and Caroline did an excellent job of recoating 
the porch pillars and Betty’s Bench in preparation for the summer. 

Vickie, Sue and Matt worked indoors on general tidying, 
maintenance and sprucing up of the main hall, the kitchen and 
the toilets.

The Annual General Meeting was held on 22nd June and the 
attendance – just fi ve people – was rather disappointing. It had 
been hoped that a couple of new trustees could be recruited to 
enhance the breadth of opinion and expertise on the committee 
(this is not a refl ection on the serving trustees), but sadly this 
was a missed opportunity. The serving trustees were re-elected 
en bloc, and all retain their existing responsibilities, although the 
WI user representative nomination is awaited to determine the 
fi nal composition of the 2017/18 committee. So, it’s very much 
‘business as usual’ and more of the same currently planned for 
the coming year.

By the time you read this, the new kitchen will have been 
delivered, with installation due to commence 31st July. The 
hall will be closed for two weeks while the work is completed, 
as obviously the water supply cannot be guaranteed for basic 
sanitation during this period and it is hoped that the new, 
modernised facilities will be ready for use on Monday 14th 
August.

For more information please ‘like’ the hall’s Facebook page, 
or check out the quarterly-ish Village Hall News Bulletins on 
the hall’s noticeboard.  If you’d like to fi nd out more about 
becoming a Trustee, or would like to be put on a mailing list 
for the occasional work party notifi cations, or have suggestions 
for fundraising please get in touch via the Facebook page or at 
villagehall@holybourne.com. See our advert below for details on 
the current hire rates and how to book the hall. 

Ben Kemp, Chairman 
Trustees of Holybourne Village Hall

Village Hall News
3www.holybourne.com Summer 2017 Holybourne

Neatham& Village Magazine

It’s summer, apparently. 
We can tell this by the 
blackberries beginning 
to ripen, the children’s 
voices ringing out 
from playgrounds 
and back gardens, 
the tanned faces of 
friends returning from 
holidays. Not, sadly, 
by the heat. Or even 
the sunshine. But 
no matter, rainy days are 
reading days. And we have plenty to occupy you in this 
edition of the Holybourne and Neatham village magazine. 

In addition to our regular updates from Mill Cottage Farm – 
watch this space for news of baby donkeys – Treloar’s and 
the village schools, we have the latest on the Living Space 
Project at the church, alpacas at the Lawn, culinary delights 
at the White Hart and a chance to fi nd out more about 
Alton’s own 19th century world famous novelist, Jane 
Austen at the Curtis Museum. Speaking of writers, we are 
heavy on local culture this issue. Catch up on Holybourne 
Youth Theatre’s outstanding production of Alice’s 
Adventures in Wonderland; fi nd out how local councillor 
Glynis Watts became hooked on ballroom dancing in 
Alton; and Holybourne’s resident movie producer, Steve 
Milne, whets our appetites for a batch of forthcoming war 
fi lms.

There’s also a river walk with Dr June Chatfi eld, a roundup 
of the season’s sport and a chance to have your say in the 
naming of the ‘Barley Fields’ space.

New to this issue is a feature on one local family’s experience 
of living with autism. I’d like to thanks Kellie-Jane Cox for 
her honesty and bravery in coming to me with this moving 
story about her son, Henry. Are there any stories you, fellow 
Holybourners, think you could, or should, share with the 
village? We all benefi t from the experience of others. Please 
do get in touch if so, we’d be delighted to hear from you.

As ever, many thanks to all our wonderful contributors and 
to the businesses which advertise in the magazine. And 
to you, our readers. Do let us know your thoughts on all of 
the above and anything else on your mind. We’re back just 
before Christmas. Wishing you all a marvellous summer. 

Tessa Laughton, Editor
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For all enquiries and to arrange a visit contact
Sue or Gemma on 07748824942 or email
holybournevillagepreschool@yahoo.co.uk

Small Pre-School for children aged
2 years 6 months to 5 years

 Full days, mornings or afternoons available
Lovely village setting

 Ofsted registered and inspected
All staff fully CRB checked, qualified to a minimum of level 3
and undertake regular training

 Wide range of activities and educational opportunities
Weekly French lessons

 Excellent links with Andrews Endowed Primary School
Children from Alton and surrounding areas welcome

 Funding available for all 3 and 4 year olds
Registered 2 year old funding provider

Holybourne Village Hall, Church Lane, Holybourne, GU34 4HD
Holybourne Village Pre-School
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Well it’s been a great start to the season! The weather has 
been fantastic for cricket and we have seen some closely 
fought matches here in Holybourne as both senior teams 
battle for their position in the league. The Colts have now 
completed their season ready for the summer holidays – 
we’ll have more to report on this in the next issue - and I 
understand the U13’s have had a really great season. 

Friday night training will continue right through to the end 
of August and the bar and BBQ will be open from 6pm 
until late. The bar opens on Saturdays for the senior games 
so please come and grab a beer and watch some cricket, 
you will always be welcome.

The next big event of the summer is the ‘Sixes Competition’ 
a great event that brings together local teams from in and 
around Alton to battle it out, for nothing more than the 
satisfaction of winning. Please come along to support us 

on Sunday 27th August 2017, the bank holiday weekend. 
There will be food, BBQ and bar available all day.

The club Awards Night will be held on Friday 22nd 
September from 6pm for the colts and 7:30pm for the 
senior teams, please remember to put the date in your 
diary.

Finally, thanks to the coaches, managers and parents who 
together make it all work for the younger members of the 
club. Many of our older colts have been introduced to the 
senior game this season and it’s great to see our home-
grown talent coming through the club.

If you are going on holiday, have a great time and don’t 
forget to pack a bat and ball for the beach! Keep an eye on 
the club website at http://holybourne.play-cricket.com or 
twitter @HolybourneCC for news on our social events.

Peter Robinson, Chairman & the Committee of HCC

Holybourne Cricket Club

New Season and a return to Divison Four
As expected, our relegation to Division three was confi rmed 
on the last day of the season despite winning and drawing 
our double header against the Prince of Wales. Our fate 
was sealed but we ended the season strongly and on a 
high.

Our end of season awards were held at the White Hart 
and once again we would like to thank Lorne and Carey 
for looking after us with fi ne curry and copious amounts of 
beer. The player’s Player of the Year went to our midfi eld 
playmaker Micky Wilkinson, who consistently produced 
energetic performances in the engine room. The Golden 
Boot went to Simon Fothergill (Fobby) who once again 
notched up double fi gures. The Manager’s Player of the 
Season was awarded to Craig Tree who could play in goal 
or pitch, happy to run the line and always played with a 
smile on his face.

Next season we will be playing back in Division four and 
we are expecting to be challenging for the title. We signed 
a couple of players in the summer which we hope will 
strengthen our squad and we already have 3 pre-season 
friendlies lined up in August.  Our fi rst pre-season match 
kicks off on August 6th followed by two consecutive 
matches on 13th and 20th. The season is due to start 10th 
September.

We are always looking for new players to join our team. 
Players from all levels are welcome and it is a great 
opportunity to be part of a village team which not only 
enjoys football but also participates in social events thought 
the year.If you are interested in playing please contact me 
on 074764549009 or gary6570@btinternet.com

Gary Magee

Holybourne Veterans’ Football Club
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We have expanded to fulfil our customers needs

• Servicing
• Air conditioning servicing and re-gas
• Main dealer standard fault diagnostic equipment
• Brakes
• Cam-belts
• Tyres & wipers
• Exhausts
• Batteries

• Clutches
• All makes & models  undertaken
• Free courtesy car
• VW Kombi van specialist

01420 474541
www.brandautos.co.uk | enquiries@brandautos.co.uk

8 Kingsley Business Park, Kingsley, Hampshire, GU35 9LY

01420 82288 www.tccdirect.co.uk
165 London Road, Holybourne, Alton, Hampshire, GU34 4HA

Competitive servicing
and repairs on all
makes and models
Servicing, MOT
station, repairs &
valeting by our
fully-trained staff

* Terms & Conditions Apply

The ALLGRIP 4WD* system reacts to any terrain
and the Radar Brake Support** senses other
vehicles on the road and brakes automatically if
necessary. There’s also a voice controlled audio
and navigation system†. Ordinary it isn’t.

*Optional extra on SZ5 models and standard on S models.
**SZ5 and S models only. † SZ-T, SZ5 and S models only

SUZUKI CELERIO

£6,999OTR
Available from just

The sporty-looking Swift has great fuel
economy, while a Euro NCAP 5 star
rating means it’s one of the safest cars
on the road. The Swift’s sharp handling
and innate responsiveness make this
compact car so much fun to drive, you
might not want to get out.

The Suzuki Celerio offers
class-leading boot space
and lots of room for up to
5 passengers. It’s  highly
fuel-efficient, light on CO2
emissions, and easy to
drive too – thanks to great
agility and all-round
visibility.

SUZUKI
SWIFT

£8,999OTR

SUZUKI
VITARA

£14,499OTR
From

From
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We are somehow facing the close of another academic 
year, and what a busy year it’s been! The summer term 
always goes by in a blur, with so much going on. We 
started the term with our sponsored walk and scavenger 
hunt around Holybourne, through which we raised enough 
money to pay for the children to attend our summer outing 
to 4Kingdoms Adventure Park in June. We enjoyed a fun 
fi lled day out, despite it being the hottest day of the year. 
Which brings us to Sports Day. The sun still shone but 
thankfully it was slightly cooler for this event. The children 
did us all proud with their efforts and were rewarded 
accordingly, with medals and ice lollies. Once again thanks 
to the powers that be for allowing us use of the cricket fi eld 
and pavilion. The term and academic year concluded with 
our summer party on Friday 21st July.

We took the opportunity during the summer term to 
prepare our older children for their move up to ‘big 
school’. I have written about school readiness but I feel it 
is important that the whole pre-school journey should give 
children ‘the broad range of skills, knowledge and attitudes 
children need as foundations for good future progress’ 
(Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation stage). 
As practitioners, our aim is to provide children with a skill 
set that provides the ‘foundation’ to their learning and 
development, through school and beyond. Skills such 
as being curious and confi dent about learning, asking 
questions, taking risks and fi nding solutions and being 
comfortable in approaching others. 

A common misconception is that children should be 
learning to read and write during the pre-school years. 
This is certainly not the case. Whilst being able to write 
their name and read simple words is a bonus, it is most 
defi nitely not our main focus - your child has years ahead 
at school to hone these skills. In fact children need to 
develop social, emotional and physical skills as well as have 
an understanding of language before they ever become 
masters at things such as reading and writing.

Obviously, the parent is a child’s fi rst and most enduring 
educator and therefore pays a huge part in preparing 
children for school, simply by doing things such as playing, 

talking and sharing together; singing songs or nursery 
rhymes and making time to talk; reading with, and to, your 
child and even establishing a good sleep routine.

At Holybourne village pre-school it is our passion to ensure 
that each child’s pre-school journey is both meaningful and 
enjoyable. It is a joy watching them develop through their 
pre-school years and beyond.

In other news, we were once again very fortunate to be 
nominated by Graham Trott to receive a £500 donation 
from Alton Beer Festival. We used this money to purchase 
a new storage unit for our mathematical resources as well 
as some new child-sized chairs. Thank you once again 
Graham and the Beer Festival team. We have also just sent 
off this years’ Sainsbury’s Active Kids order. A huge thank 
you to the villagers who have popped vouchers in to us (or 
stopped us in the street to hand us a wedge of vouchers) 
- your kindness and generosity is very much appreciated 
and we will report back with news of our goodies once 
they have arrived in the autumn term.

Finally, this is sadly my fi nal term at Holybourne village 
pre-school. After 10 years of working for such a great pre-
school in this lovely village I am leaving to start a family of 
my own, with my fi rst baby due at the end of September. I 
will leave with fond memories of my time here - it has been 
so rewarding watching the children in the village bloom, 
from tiny two year-old preschoolers to primary school and 
even onto secondary school (my fi rst cohort is in fact just 
coming to the end of year 9!). I thank all of our families, past 
and present, for making my job such a joy.

On behalf of all of us at Holybourne village pre-school, 
I wish you a happy and healthy summer. May the sun 
continue to shine!

Gemma Urquhart, Deputy Manager
Holybourne Village Pre-School operates from Holybourne 
Village Hall and is open 9am-3pm Mondays and 
Wednesdays and 9am-12pm Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday. We accept children from 2 years 6 months and 
are taking applications for September 2017.  For enquiries 
please call Gemma or Sue on 07748 824942 or email 
holybournevillagepreschool@yahoo.co.uk. You can also 
find out more about us by liking us on Facebook!

Holybourne Village Pre-School

Pre-school Sports Day
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Fresh Local Seasonal

Now Open 7 Days A Week

01420 88950  www.montys.co

7 Normandy St, Alton. GU34 1DD

CAN'T YOU DO
ANYTHING RIGHT ?

HOME COMPUTER SUPPORT & TUITION
" My PC Home Help ! "

Whether a Home or Small Business user.
I can Help with your PC Problems !

visit: www.myPChomehelp.co.uk

Friendly, Professional Support for PC, iMac & iPad

Computer Health Checks and Virus Removal

Hardware & Software Maintenance and Upgrades

Broadband Wired & Wireless Solutions and Setup

One to One Home Tuition for Users of All Abilities

Supply and Installation of PCs, iMacs and iPads

Contact Richard Siers
on Bentley (01420) 22844

Providing quality tuition in your local area.
English, History, French and German

- All ages and levels -

Alton Language Workshop

www.altonlanguageworkshop.org
info@altonlanguageworkshop.org

Kemp & Stevens

Robin Thorne Dip FD MBIFD
Gill Thorne Dip FD MBIFD
Michael Thorne Dip FD MBIFD
Geoff ThorneMBIE Dip FD MBIFD

One of Alton’s oldest independent family run businesses
serving the local and surrounding community for generations.

THORNE FAMILY
INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS

93 High Street, Alton, Hampshire, GU34 1LG
01420 83177 / 83377 (24 hours)

 
 

Host families wanted! 
 Do you have a spare room in your home? 
 Do you live within walking/cycling/local bus distance of Treloar’s? 
 We are looking for friendly local families or individuals who could offer one of 
our new starters from Spain a home from home experience 

 As well as providing some extra income for the hosts, offering 
accommodation to a new staff member from overseas can also be a rewarding 
and enriching experience 

 
 What facilities will I need to provide? 
 

 A private furnished bedroom with a desk, chair, wardrobe, mirror etc. 
 Access to a daily bath/shower 
 Access to a kitchen, fridge and cooking facilities 
 English speaking environment 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 How much does it pay? 

 
 £400 per month, inclusive of bills  
 Treloar Trust will pay a £400 deposit and the first month’s rent of £400 in 
advance to the host 
 The employee will then be responsible for paying their rent directly to the host 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 Is the income taxable? 

 
 If this is your only/main home, income up to an annual limit of £7,500 is not 
subject to tax 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 Are there any conditions? 
 

 All interested hosts will be interviewed and a representative from Treloar’s 
must be able to view the property before committing.  

 
 
 

 How do I find out more? 
 

Contact Jana Owens on 01420 547423 or 
jana.owens@treloar.org.uk  
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also was fool’s watercress that smells like 
parsnips (to which it is related in the carrot 
family) distinguishing it from true watercress 
(in the cabbage family). A large grey heron 
fl ew off the river. Herons will settle where 
there are fi sh for them to feed on.

Continuing on the riverside footpath we 
looked at more wetland plants – hard and 
soft rush, sedges and leaves of meadow 
sweet, water mint and brooklime. Creeping 
buttercup was in fl ower giving welcome 
yellow colour and some milkmaids (also 
known as cuckoo fl ower or lady’s smock) 
that is the food plant for the caterpillar 
of the orange tip butterfl y which lays its 
eggs on the young seed pods. The group 
admired the donkeys, pigs, goats (with 
kids), llamas, geese and chickens of Mill 
Cottage Farm before looking at the site 
of the former Upper Neatham Mill (now 
demolished) and returning to the village 
street by the lane where a few of us took tea 
and coffee in the Holybourne Post Offi ce 
and village shop.

On 17th June I repeated that walk with 
Jane Richmond, now Head of Centre at the 
Field Studies Council’s Margam Park centre 
in south Wales. Jane regards herself as an 
Altonian and was at Eggars School before 
her family moved to Gloucester. The hot 
weather brought the completion of the life 
cycle of damselfl ies after a long larval life 
in the water. The Common Blue (with clear 
wings) has a bright blue and black body. 
They have only a short life on land in which 
they mate and the female lays eggs in the 
river habitat. It is always worth looking over 
bridges into the river. At Upper Neatham Mill 
we saw about 20 roach with red on some 
of the fi ns and nine brown trout. Looking 
downstream at Haw Bridge, where the river 
is deep, there were long strands of fl oating 
bur-reed. Upstream, the little tributary from 
above the lane to the Neatham Mill was dry.

June Chatfi eld

Mapeys, once a tea room, where Neatham Mill Lane leads to the river from London Road

Neatham Mill Lane on river terrace gravels drops down towards the river

Alton Walking Festival group in the meadow leading to Upper Neatham Mill

Friends of Alton Station
Just a quick snippet to say that at the time of going to press, 
Friends of Alton Station (FAS) is waiting for the Charity 
Commission to register FAS as a Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation (CIO). This is readiness for taking ownership 
of the footbridge (one of the demands by Network Rail).

We are pushing ahead with fund-raising for the fi rst phase 
to save the centre section of the footbridge, starting on 

Saturday 5th August at Alton Station. This date will probably 
past by the time you read this, but the campaign to raise 
the funds will continue as we work to raise enough funds in 
time to save it from destruction in April 2018. If you would 
like to make a donation, please see our website.

Stephen Lewis, Chair of Friends of Alton Station
www.Fr iendsOfAltonStat ion.org.uk
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It has been a curious transition from spring to summer 
with a cold dry May, some heavy rain and then great heat 
up to 30 C from the middle of June, and virtually no rain. 
Although the river is fl owing well from its ground water 
source water levels are low, particularly noticeable in the 
northern Wey through Alton where mud is exposed at the 
sides of the bank. With the longest day of the year behind 
us the vegetation at the bottom of Lower Neatham Mill has 
changed from fl owers of garlic, mustard  and comfrey in 
early May to meadowsweet and hemp agrimony at the 
beginning of July.

Alton Walking Festival 2017
Seventeen participants joined the river walk in Holybourne 
on 3rd May, despite a threatening black cloud at the 
beginning, but our luck with the weather held out. Starting in 
London Road by the children’s play area we fi rst considered 
the geology and the shape of the land with various types 
of chalk (white and grey) forming the chalk hills behind 
the village, including  the grey marly chalk underlying the 
village being the least well drained. The Bourne and other 
smaller tributaries come from springs arising at the foot 
of the chalk hills and fl ow down to join the northern Wey 
below the village on the south side of the railway line. The 
village street itself has utilised a raised river gravel terrace 
laid down during the fl oods following the Ice Ages when 
water frozen in the soil melted. The  people of early times 
had a good practical sense of lie of the land. We turned off 
from the village street down Neatham Mill Lane through the 
underpass to see Neatham Mill and the various channels 
of the river made for the operation of the mill. In the main 
river was stream water crow-foot with fl ower buds above 

water, a special plant of chalk streams. A large brown trout 
was also seen from the bridge.

Returning through the underpass we followed the footpath 
along the top of the fi eld noticing the willow trees at the 
other end of the fi eld by the river. At the far end a line 
of rushes marked the course of the Bourne making its way 
down the meadow to join the Wey. The footbridge over 
the Bourne gave access to investigate the water shrimps, 
caddis fl y larvae in cases and water snails on the stones. A 
young bullhead fi sh was in one of the net samples. Here 

Alton Walking Festival group on the footbridge where The Bourne enters the Wey

Meadowsweet with white flowers near Upper Neatham Mill

Our River
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9pm) and Thur 12th October (9:30am – 3.30pm). This year 
all the profi ts from the fair will help support Treloar’s. For 
details: www.dummerfair.org.uk 

Do you have a spare bedroom in your home? Treloar’s 
is looking for a few local host families for new staff who 
are joining us from Spain. To fi nd out more, contact Jana 
Owens on 547423 or at jana.owens@treloar.org.uk
Carolyne Warne   carolyn.warne@treloar.org.uk

Gauvain House Opening
HRH The Countess of Wessex GCVO visited 
Treloar School and College on Thursday 25th May 
to offi cially open the newly renovated Gauvain 
House. The Countess, who is Treloar’s Royal 
Patron, last visited the campus in September 
2015. Upon arrival she was welcomed by the 
Lord Lieutenant of Hampshire, Nigel Atkinson, 
and then toured the renovated building, 
meeting students and staff. Her Royal Highness 
then met key staff who had helped to make the 
project a success and experienced a sensory 
music session within the Sensory Lounge.

Ofsted inspected the school’s residential 
provision at the end of March and has rated the 
provision as ‘outstanding’ in all aspects, joining 
the college, which received an ‘outstanding’ 
result at the beginning of 2017, and confi rming 
Treloar School and College as one of the very 
best in the country.

Annual Day of Disabled Sports
On 24th May Treloar’s hosted its fourth annual Day of 
Disability Sports. More than 35 students and staff from 
Perrins, Amery Hill and Alton Convent School came to 
Treloar’s campus to play and learn about disabled sports 
with our students. Students took part in rounders matches, 
table cricket, boccia and wheelchair rugby. Solent Sharks, a 
local wheelchair rugby team, organised the rugby session.

‘Parallel London’ at Olympic Park
On Sunday 3 September, London’s Olympic Park will again 
play host to Parallel London - a fully accessible and inclusive 
mass participation push/run. The multi-distance event is 
open to all ages and abilities – disabled and non-disabled – 
with no equipment restrictions and free buddies for anyone 
who needs support. The push/run forms the centrepiece 
to a wider family festival showcasing the best in inclusive 
attractions. With lots of interactive stands, activities to try 
and displays to watch, plus delicious food stalls, it really 
is a family fun day out. Parallel London is not just about 
racing against the clock but also about celebrating the spirit 
of togetherness, with everyone crossing the fi nishing line 
whilst seeing some of the London 2012 landmarks. To fi nd 
out more about event visit www.treloaractive.org.uk

Dummer Fair
The Dummer Fair has been held around Michaelmas for 
over 20 years and 2016 saw one of the busiest fairs to date 
with 95 stalls and over 1,000 visitors. The fair remains one of 
the most successful in Hampshire with the proceeds going 
to help Treloar’s students. The 2017 Dummer Fair will take 
place at Dummer Cricket Centre on Wed 11th October (6 - 

Treloar School 
& College

HRH The Countess of Wessex presented with flowers by Treloar student at the 
opening of the renovated Gauvain House

2017 Day of Disability Sports
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Introduction to
the Reverend
Martin East

I am grateful to Tess, the editor of the Holybourne 
Magazine, for this opportunity to introduce myself to you 
all, as a new member of the ministry team of the Parish 
of the Resurrection. Although I am new to the team, I am 
not new to Holybourne, having lived here with my wife, 
Norma, since December 2013. However, our move to 
Holybourne coincided with the end of my curacy in the 
North Hampshire Downs benefi ce and a need for clergy 
support at St John’s Church, Hartley Wintney, where I served 
as a part-time assistant minister until Easter this year. So, 
after three and half years of commuting, I am very pleased 
to return to a ministry in my home parish, and to share that 
ministry in Holybourne with the Reverend Chris Bradish, 
who is a curate in the parish and also lives in the village. As 
I am offi cially retired, I see my role as assisting Chris.

Norma and I have two daughters and three grandchildren, 
living locally, which is a great blessing as we can see one 
another regularly. I know how diffi cult it can be for families 
living far apart. It is good to be settled in one area having 
spent thirty-two years in the Royal Air Force followed by 
ten years fl ying in commercial aviation on military contract, 
an enjoyable career but one which required numerous 
moves. 

I came to faith in my mid-forties, totally unexpectedly, 
through a dramatic conversion experience whilst I 
was serving with the RAF in Belize, Central America. It 
changed my life in so many ways, such that I felt called 
to ordained ministry some 15 years later – a call which 
came, coincidently, just before I had to end my fl ying 
career due to medical reasons. I had applied to become 
a ‘self-supporting’ minister and was surprised that I was 
accepted for ordination training at the age of 60, but then 
God surprises us all in many different ways, and it has been 
a hugely rewarding, spiritual and practical journey of faith 
over the last ten years.

It is an immense privilege and a joy to be able to serve the 
Lord and His people at this latter stage of my life. Everyone 
in ministry contributes something different, that is uniquely 
‘theirs’ and refl ects their life experience.  My theology is 
both traditional and evangelical, and very ‘eschatological’ - 
a word which concerns the grand, all-encompassing story 
and meaning of God’s creation, from the beginning to the 
end, and the ultimate destiny for all of us when Jesus returns 
and ‘all things will be made new’. I totally believe this basic 
tenet of Christian faith and it gives me hope, as it seems 
to me that we are living in an increasingly divided and 

confused world, which is becoming ever more chaotic, 
and I truly believe there has never been a more important 
time for people to have faith in God through Jesus Christ.

At any time of the year, but certainly at the height of a 
glorious English summer, Holybourne is a lovely village to 
live in, and the Church of the Holy Rood is a handsome and 
historic church to attend, standing as it does at the source 
of the Holy Bourne - from which our village gets its name 
- a stream that runs through the village, with still traces of 
springs rising beneath the altar. It is thought that our church 
is on a site that has its origins for Christian worship as 
far back as the 7th Century and that building the church 
began soon after the Norman Conquest in 1066. Today, as 
it has for centuries, the church stands at the center of our 
community as a symbol of faith and a focus for the worship 
of God. Join us and fi nd out more about all that is going in 
the church from worship to fellowship to planned major 
improvement works.  

Works to be done to improve accessibility to the church 
and create a more fl exible and welcoming environment for 
the local community are called the ‘Living Space project’.  
You can read an update on progress in Reverend Andrew 
Micklefi eld’s article.

I wish you all a very happy, peaceful and fruitful summer, 
with hopefully, as I write, some heavy rain soon for the 
gardens.  I look forward to meeting you and making 
new friends, in a ministry within the whole parish of the 
Resurrection, but predominantly centered on our church of 
the Holy Rood and our lovely village of Holybourne.

Every blessing,

Martin East, Revd

From the
Rectory
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Holybourne’s Church of the Holy Rood
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We are all delighted that we have received a grant of £10,000 
from East Hampshire towards the Living Space Project. This 
together with the grant of £9,600 from Hampshire County 
Council means that we can prepare for building work to 
start in the autumn.

Many people have been working hard to raise the funds 
over the last two years and we already have £120,000 from 
our local appeal, grant application donations and Parish 
income towards the total of this fi rst and largest phase 
of the Living Space Project. We still need about another 
£30,000 but work can start while fundraising continues.

The Church of the Holy Rood, Holybourne has been at the 
centre of the community for nearly 900 years. Whilst the 
structure has been maintained over the years the interior 
of the church is largely unchanged since the 1800s. For this 
historic building to continue to serve the community and 
to increase its congregation it now needs renovation and 
reordering.

The ‘Living Space’ project will create a warm and welcoming 
facility by building toilets and a kitchen inside the church, 
moving the font to allow easy access for the disabled and 
the elderly and installing moveable pews. A second phase 
will upgrade the heating and the lighting.

The result will be a fl exible space for church and community 
use in beautiful surroundings that will enhance village life 
for decades to come. The vision is of regular community 
activities taking place in the church, sharing facilities and 

getting the most use from this Grade II listed building. It is a 
vital part of the local heritage that deserves to be preserved 
and renovated for the local population. One part of the 
project will be an exhibition celebrating the heritage of 
Holybourne that will attract visitors and residents alike.

If you would like to know more about these exciting times 
and if you would like to contribute to the Living Space 
Project please be in touch with either Revd Chris Bradish 
at the Holybourne Vicarage, tel: 84969 (revchrisbradish@
gmail.com) or Revd Andrew Micklefi eld at The St Lawrence 
Vicarage, tel: 88794 (andrewmicklefi eld@gmail.com).

Living Space Project
Church of the Holy Rood

An artist’s impression of how the area will look once completed

Part of the plans for the new works, including an internal sectional elevation showing how the finished area will look
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Eggar’s School
Community Arts Week
There was an extremely busy and 
creative week at Eggar’s this July with 
over 500 children involved in this year’s 
Community Arts Week.  Organised and 
supported by Tom Yendall on behalf 
of the Mouth and Foot Painting Artists, 
there was an incredible range of arts 
activities to try out in and around the 
huge marquee on the school playing 
fi eld.

Students came from Treloar College 
and from special, community, primary 
and pre-schools from all over the 
county. Participating schools included 
Hollywater, Bordon, Great Binfi elds, 
Basingstoke, Riverside Community, 
Waterlooville, The Ridgeway, Farnham, 
Bushy Leaze Nursery and Little Den Pre 
School. Eggar’s students were ever 
present , providing helping hands as 
well as participation.

Tom Yendall was delighted with 
the way it had gone. “It was another 
fabulous week of activities” he said. 
“I am delighted to be able to extend 
this opportunity for many students 
to come together and experience 
art together. There was some great 
interaction between the Eggar’s 
students and the visiting schools.”

Kath Hitchens, Head of Art at St 
Joseph’s Specialist School and 
College, Cranleigh said

“It was a fantastic day. I was particularly 
excited by the collaboration between 
the youth of all schools. The key is 
getting them to work together.”

The children from Bushy Leaze 
Children’s and Families Centre sent a 
wonderful thank you note afterwards 
which epitomized the 
week of interaction 
and teamwork.

If you’d like to fi nd out 
about our community 
programme or the 
next open events at 
Eggar’s please visit 
www.eggars.net or 
call 01420 541194.
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Plus FREE 
home visits if you

can’t get to us

Services include: 
Divorce | Separation | Civil partnership | Matters relating to children | Collaborative law | Conveyancing 

Lasting Power of Attorney | Court of Protection | Probate and estate administration | Will drafting

JC Solicitors, Charwell House, Wilsom Road, Alton, GU34 2PP

Call 01420 544 273 or email: tania@jcsolicitors.com
www.jcsolicitors.com

Make sure all your loved ones are taken care of.

Woof!
Make a standard Will 

for£149plus VAT*

Exclusive offer

And put Bertie’s mind at rest!

Book a FREE 1/2 hour appointment 
and find out just how easy it is.  

Call 01420 544 273

*Applies to all standard wills where everything is left to one another and then onto substitute beneficiaries. More than 4 beneficiaries or legacies, foreign property, |
complicated family arrangements, or high net worth estates are not standard.
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Glynis Watts did and now appeals to all 
those who claim they have ‘two left feet’
If I can do it, you can too. To anyone considering taking up 
ballroom dancing, do it now, and start enjoying all the fun 
and health benefi ts dancing brings.

My ballroom dancing ‘journey’ started a few years ago 
when I joined the dance classes on a cruise. Frustrated that 
I couldn’t get the hang of it, I joined a dance studio 
in Basingstoke when I got home with a very clear 
idea of what I wanted, and more importantly, 
didn’t want to do. It had to be a social 
activity, no exams or competitions for 
me. Some years (and a second hip 
operation) later, I have four ballroom 
and Latin gowns in my closet and 
am heading off to Blackpool, 
having qualifi ed for the 
National Championships 
in November.

So how did the transformation 
happen? Like so many, I got caught up in 
the ‘Strictly’ phenomenon. Words such as godet, 
fl eckerl, heel turn and rumba hips have become part 
of our everyday language - at least from September to 
Christmas - but the application of those techniques to 
one’s own body in the pursuit of grace isn’t quite as easy 
as it looks. I was taken aback to fi nd out how diffi cult it was 
to walk, even forwards. And walking backwards correctly? 
Almost impossible. As Ginger Rogers said, ‘Ladies have 
to do everything the man does, but in heels and going 
backwards’. Another issue was the apparent disconnect 
between brain and feet. I felt sure I was following the 
teacher, yet somehow always ended up facing the wrong 
way. Of course it did all slowly sink in and, week by week, 
I began to see progress. 

Coming from a country background, the competitions 
– when I eventually succumbed to their allure - were 
something of a shock to my system. There was a lot of 
preening and decorating, and not just amongst the ladies! 
There were beautiful dresses covered in sparkly stones; 
full body tans; as much eye makeup as one could apply; 
false nails and eyelashes; hair braids and yet more sparkles. 
Dropping in to a motorway service station on the way 
home once won me some very strange looks! 

Alton is very lucky to have a number of dance fl oors, and a 
wide range of dance styles to take up. If you haven’t tried 
the steamy Argentine Tango, you really should give it a 
go.  I now take lessons and classes with Vitor, owner of 
Art-v-Motion Dance Academy based at Alton’s beautiful 
Bell House dance studio which is owned by two Strictly 
professional dancers Neil and Katya Jones. We have a great 

Have you caught 
the Strictly bug?

competition squad ranging from pre-teens to ‘aged’, and 
private lessons for all standards. Plus, of course, parties 
and socials. Vitor himself is a Portuguese ballroom and latin 
champion, with boundless energy, loads of charm and a 
determination that his students will excel.       

The competitions encompass all age groups, from tiny tots 
mastering the ‘cha cha chá’, to the over-65s. The qualifying 
rounds for Blackpool are held all over the country with a 
level for everybody.   There is no better feeling than standing 
in the winners’ line clutching your trophy, it’s like taking the 
national anthem at the Olympics!

Blackpool weekend in November is the pinnacle of 
the year, where dancers from every corner of the nation 
compete. We no longer fi t in the Blackpool Tower ballroom 
so have transferred to the beautiful Winter Gardens. To win 
the coveted blue sash in your category is the aim, a distant 
dream for me. It is certainly a fun, adrenalin-fi lled weekend, 
as we witness some beautiful dancing and enjoy time out 
with like-minded friends.

The by-product of all this activity is the benefi t to your 
health, not just physically but mentally too.   You can forget 
your cares for an hour, immerse yourself in the moment. It’s 
so much fun that you don’t notice how hard you’re working.

So take the plunge this autumn and join a dance class. Age 
is no barrier, you’ll never look back. See you in Blackpool 
next year!

Glynis Watts 
Contact the Bell House dance studio on 01420 544338
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Contact: Gary Magee – Managing Director

T: +44 (0)1252 781952  /  M: +44 (0)7464 549009

E: gary@2grlogistics.com  /  www.2grlogistics.com

2GR Logistics provides innovative logistic 
solutions. Whether you are looking for Time 
Critical shipments, specialist project services 
or general courier / freight forwarding services.

Time critical

AOG / Dedicated Express Transport by Road, UK & Europe 
wide Air Charter  / Premium Air Freight / Ship Spares / 
Hand Carry Out of Hours Clearances

Specialist sectors

Temperature Controlled  / Abnormal Loads / Project 
Forwarding Exhibitions & Events / Concerts & Show 
Logistics / Export Packaging

General courier / freight

Air Freight / Sea Freight / UK Domestic - Same Day
European Road Freight / Expediting / Logistics 
ManagementGlobally

accomplished
logistics solutions

Air / Road / Sea
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PETER CHIVERS PCS
WASP NEST TREATMENTS
DON’T GET STUNG
CALL FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE NOW

FOR ALL YOUR PEST CONTROL NEEDS:
Wasps, Bees, Rats, Mice, Moles, Cluster Flies, Squirrels,
Cockroaches, Rabbits, Pigeons, Bird-Proofing,
Emergancy Wasp Nest Treatments, Mole Trapping Specialist

11www.holybourne.com Summer 2017 Holybourne
Neatham& Village Magazine

Growing Together
Summer terms are always great fun in 
primary schools.  Not least, because 
growth is in evidence everywhere. 

Our Early Years Foundation Stage 
pupils, or ‘acorns’ as they are known, 
are rapidly growing into willowy 
saplings who are well prepared and 
ready to move on to Year 1. Their 
Year 6 buddies, who have nurtured 
the acorns so carefully all year, 
have almost outgrown their primary 
school, or at least their primary 
school uniforms!

We recently enjoyed our Year 5 and 
6 summer productions, which yet 
again we were able to hold on the 
wonderful stage at Treloars’, thanks 
to the generosity of our friends at the 
college. During these performances 
of ‘The Amazing Adventures of 
Superstan!’ it was clear to see how much each child has 
grown in confi dence.  The children, some of whom might 
have shied away from public performance a few years 
ago, delivered their lines with impressive comic timing and 
obvious enjoyment. In addition, we were treated to great 
solo singing performances, amazing group dances and 
wonderful songs from the entire cast.  

Earlier in the term, we held a very successful maths 
curriculum theme week in which the children explored 
the idea of having a ‘growth‘ mindset rather than a ‘fi xed’ 
mindset. First of all, the children learned how their brains 
work. They discovered that having a growth mindset means 
we believe we can get better at anything by practising and 
trying hard. We become more determined to succeed, and 
we are more able overcome challenges. The week was very 
inspiring for all the children. As some of our six year-olds 
were able to point out:

“When I do something wrong I will always try again.” (Millie)

“I was worried about doing something wrong but I took a 
deep breath and tried something new.” (Tristan)

“I like it when people tell me how to learn.” (James)

“I liked the growth mindset fi lms and I want to get better at 
maths by listening.” (Jamie)

Nowhere has our growing been more evident than in our 
school garden this year. During our ‘groundforce’ day in 
April, volunteers from our community dug an additional 
allotment bed for the children to use. We are very lucky to 
have a very talented gardener, Mrs Kate Marsh, as our Chair 
of Governors. Together with a group of parent helpers, Kate 
runs a very successful gardening club for our KS2 children. 
Kate also works with all the staff to plan curriculum themed 
planting for each year group.

This year, our gardens have produced more fruit and 
vegetables than ever. We have been able to keep the 
school kitchen stocked with salad, which is put out with 
the school lunch so that the children know they are eating 
the crops they have grown. Our soft fruits have been made 
into cakes and puddings to serve at lunchtime, and our 
carrots and other vegetables have regularly been on the 
menu too. In addition, the children have been designing 
and cooking a whole variety of menus in their classrooms. 
Children in acorns made potato salad from their own 
potatoes and served it with a swiss chard and onion side 
dish. In Year 2 the children have made a variety of dishes 
including rhubarb buns. Year 4 created a range of savoury 
dishes with school grown vegetables as the stars.  Year 5 
devised a range of salad dressings to try with the salads 
they had grown. Afterschool club have planted their own 
Christmas dinner (apart from the turkey), which they will be 
harvesting in December.

The children in all classes have worked extremely hard 
again this year. We are enormously proud of our Year 6s, and 
although we will miss them greatly, we know they will make 
a fantastic contribution to their secondary schools and we 
look forward to hearing about all of their achievements in 
the coming years.

We have met our lovely new acorns, who have joined 
us for a series of welcome sessions, and who have gone 
home proudly clutching the uniforms they are just about 
big enough to wear. We know they will come back in 
September ready to grow in our care.

We wish everyone associated with the school, and everyone 
in the village, a happy summer. See you in September!

Mrs Maria Lloyd, Headteacher

Andrews’ Endowed CE Primary School

‘Eunice’ the life-sized sheep

‘Acorns’ with the fruits (and vegetables) of their labours
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MIKE GARWOOD
AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERS

T: 01420 84458    F: 01420 88594 www.mikegarwoodltd.co.uk
Shelleys Barn, Shelleys Lane, East Worldham, Alton, Hampshire, GU34 3AQ

Generators 1-120KVA

ATVs & Mules

Deisel Engines
Collection or Mulching systems

Electic, battery & petrol:
Chainsaws, Blowers,
Strimmers, Shredders,
Hedgecutters

For all aspects of Tree Surgery, Hedge Cutting & Fencing
Tennis Court Maintenance and Refurbishment

01420 85199
crosscourtservices@gmail.com

CROSS COURT SERVICES (Alton) LTD

Local and friendly business, with over 13 years experience

Fully Qualified and Insured
Please contact us for a free quotation
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Summer is going to be a fun-fi lled time at the Museum and 
the Gallery.

Allen Gallery
Thursday 27th July
“The Beautifull Cassandra”
11am until1pm, £6 per child, pre-booking essential.
With the emphasis on Jane Austen in this bicentenary year, 
there will be a family workshop, based on a story written 
by the 12 year-old Jane. Hear the story, write with a quill 
pen, make a bookmark or poke bonnet to take home. The 
workshop is suitable for six to 11 year-olds, who must be 
accompanied by an adult. 
Saturday 12th August
From 11am until 3pm we are hosting a Local Charities Fete. 
Come and support these worthy causes, take part in games 
and competitions.  
Saturday 19th August
The annual Family Fun Day sponsored by the Friends of the 
Curtis Museum and Allen Gallery.  Stalls, games and prizes, 
hopefully in the garden, but indoors if wet, from 11 am 
until 3pm.
2nd to 30th August
We will host Modern Mosaic: The Natural World in Glass, 
a selection of original glass mosaics and prints by Lizzie 
Tucker.

Curtis Museum & 
Allen Gallery

Roundabout proposal appeal dismissed
The application to build a motorists’ service station 
beside the Holybourne roundabout on the A31 has been 
dismissed at appeal. 

The application, by Lamron Developments, consisting 
of a petrol station, a 60-bedroom hotel and restaurant 
and two drive-thru fast food restaurants, was refused 
by East Hampshire District Council planners in July 2016 
on the grounds that it comprised ‘a major intrusion of 
development in this rural area on a site that lies outside a 
defi ned settlement boundary and which is not allocated for 
development’. In addition the planning authority noted that 
a proven need for the scale of the development proposed 
had not been demonstrated. Due to its excessive size, the 
development would, they said, ‘contrast sharply with the 
open, rural character of the site’ and would result in ‘a retail 
and entertainment destination in its own right, rather than a 
road user facility’.  

The planning application had caused consternation in and 
around Holybourne with more than 90% of comments 
on the EHDC’s planning portal objecting to the proposal. 
Local residents feared that the development would result 
in increased traffi c in an already congested area, ‘adversely 
affecting residents’ safety’ and would be an ‘eyesore’, ‘out 

Curtis Museum
Saturday 29th July 
Dolls’ House Day
Following the success of last year’s event, we are holding 
another day devoted to the smaller side of things. From 
11 am to 4pm. will feature trails for young and old and 
miniature items for sale. Entry is free but donations are 
welcome.

26th July to 31st August
Take part in our Jane Austen family trail around the museum 
on and bring your children to craft activity sessions still on 
the Jane Austen 200 theme on Make or Take Tuesdays: 1st, 
8th, 15th and 22nd August. £2 per activity pack. Children 
must be accompanied by an adult.

Saturday 5th August
As part of the Alton Anglo-Saxon Festival, 11am to 
4.30pm, the re-enactment group Weorod will be pitching 
camp outside the museum to help you explore the 6th 
and 7th centuries. See museum-quality replica artefacts 
and crafts, or investigate various aspects of the period 
with their specialist interpreters. There will also be timed 
presentations throughout the day. Entry is free,donations 
welcome.

Jill Line 
The Curtis Museum and Allen Gallery, Alton 
01420 82802  www.hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk 
Hours: Tues-Sat, Gallery 10.30 -4.30, Museum 10 – 5 

of keeping with the character of this countryside area’, whilst 
bringing ‘no benefi t to local residents and businesses’. 

At a two-day public hearing at Alton Assembly Rooms 
on April 26-27, inspector G P Jones listened to arguments 
from the developers and from the planners. In his decision 
report, published on 16th May 2017, Mr Jones said he 
considered the main issues to be whether the principle 
and nature of the development would be acceptable in 
this location and would comply with relevant development 
plan policies; whether suffi cient information had been 
provided to assess properly its impact on Alton; its effect 
on the character and appearance of the area and, in 
particular, on the neighbouring houses; and its effect on 
protected species. 

While agreeing that there is a need for some hotel 
provision in the area, Mr Jones said the proposal ‘would 
have a signifi cant detrimental impact on the character and 
appearance of the area’, and that a proven need for the 
level of development had not been demonstrated. ‘None 
of the benefi ts of the proposal in terms of sustainable 
development’ he said, ‘would outweigh the signifi cant 
harm that would arise’, concluding that the proposal would 
‘represent a signifi cant intrusion into the countryside’.

Tessa Laughton
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A J Robinson
Painting and Decorating

Interior/exterior painting and decorating service

Contact Allan on - Tel: 01420 89519 Mob: 07860232233

Email: ajrdecorating@aol.co.uk

Est 1989

Solar Power
Installation
Specialist

All electrical
installations
carried out

07774 479570
www.hankinelectrical.co.uk
01420 80935

Part P Compliant

www.philipcowdreyplumbingheating.co.uk
Tel/Fax: 01420 89937
Mobile: 07702 192152
Email: philip.cowdrey@virgin.net

wilkinschimneysweep.co.uk/northhants

TRADITIONAL BRUSH AND VACUUM SERVICE
NESTS REMOVED
CAGES, CAPS AND COWLS FITTED
SWEEPING CERTIFICATES ISSUED
PROFESSIONAL CLEAN SERVICE
FULLY INSURED
POLICE CHECKED Tel: 01256 830 777

David C. Andrews
Building & Plumbing

Established 1967

Employing indentured and certifi ed
tradesmen able to carry out all aspects
of their respective trades.
No job too small or too big.
Commercial, Industrial, Domestic.

01420 84454
david.c.andrews67@gmail.com

50th Anniversary 2017

Come and learn to move, strengthen, balance, 
breathe and relax. Have fun, meet new people. 

Improve your whole health and well being. 
 

     YOGA 
CLASSES with Sue 

 
Contact for enquiries and to book: 

01420 88274  /  07946 078559 
suetupper@btinternet.com 
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www.MillFarmOrganic.com

Tel/Fax: 01420 22331
Open: Wed– Sat 9am-5pm
Isington Nr. Alton GU34 4PN

Farm Shop
& Cafe

Organic Beef , Lamb & Pork
Meat Boxes from £49
Fresh ‘Artisan’ Bread, Fruit+Veg

Local Hampshire
produce

A Day in the Life of Mill Cottage
Someone challenged us to write this, but it is an 
impossible task. There is no typical day and each 
of the three hundred odd bookings we attend can 
be very different from each other. We are delighted 
that the majority of our work is in schools and other 
educational establishments, as this is what our 
original vision was, but we have also attended fairs, 
residential homes, corporate fun days and garden 
centres. We usually have one trailer out Monday to 
Friday (during the summer term this is sometimes 
increased to two trailers) and up to three out on 
a Saturday. Certainly at this time of year we turn 
down as much work as we take on. Maybe we are 
not very good business builders in that we have no 
interest in expanding away from the small, family run 
business to create a multi-vehicle venture.

Tom has always been an early riser, so the 4.30 am 
alarm is not a problem for him. It takes two hours 
to open up, feed everything and load the trailer(s), 
with departure from 6.30am onwards. Depending 
on which direction we are travelling in, we try to 
limit journey times to 50 miles or one hour, but 
with the M3 and M25 generally being congested, 
a journey which should take one hour often takes 
a lot longer. We have learnt that you can travel signifi cantly 
further south and west in an hour than you can north and 
east. Thankfully the trailers are surprisingly cool, whatever 
the weather.

Once at the booking site, set up takes about 30 to 45 
minutes, depending how far equipment and animals have 
to be carried or ushered, and then for the relaxing part of 
the day. Bookings can be anything between two and seven 
hours, and are very varied: they could be a small group of 
older folk reminiscing about the past, or 12 classes of 30 
infant children!

At the end of the visit packing up takes about half an hour, 
followed by the drive home when we hope to avoid the 
worst of the jams. Once all the trailers are back at Mill 
Cottage, everything needs feeding and watering again 
(about an hour). The birds can only be shut in once it is 
getting dark so that can be quite late at this time of year. It is 
good when it gets dark by 8pm as we get an evening back!

Meanwhile, in our spare time, we complete the admin, 
fi ll in DEFRA paperwork, take bookings, ring clients back, 
answer enquiries, shear sheep, make hay and keep the 
veggie plot ticking over! Having an honesty box for the egg 
sales has worked really well for the majority of the time. We 
have only had one incidence of disappearing cash (hope 
whoever it was spent the £1.50 wisely) and one of being 
paid in Euros, which is lovely, but as none of us have valid 
passports, it may be a while before it gets spent!

Tom and Sarah Main  www.mcfe.org.uk

Mill Cottage News
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What a summer it’s turning out to be. We have now been 
at the pub almost nine months and have really enjoyed the 
welcome we have received in Holybourne. We would like 
to say a big thank you to all of you. 

Since the last edition of this magazine we have seen the 
introduction of our stone baked pizza oven, as well as the 
refi t of the kitchen. This means we can offer a fresh, high 
quality menu that will change with the seasons. By the time 
you read this our summer menu will be in full swing, before 
it changes again in the autumn and once again over the 
Christmas period. Yes we did say Christmas! We are already 
working on the Christmas menu, which will be ready to 
print in early September. While we are on the topic of food, 
we will also be starting a gourmet night in September, so 
for all the foodies reading this, please do watch this space! 

Live music has made a return to the White Hart, starting with 
Key Lime Pi at the end of June. They are a great local band 
with a very loyal following and it was great to see the garden 
full of people having a boogie and enjoying themselves. 
We’ve booked them again for a few more dates over the 
summer, along with a selection of support bands. 

Thursday is now also another reason to join us as we 
have started a steak night, which is proving very popular. 
Several cuts of steak are on offer with all the trimmings, 

accompanied by a choice of sauce and a glass of delicious 
Pinot Noir. We think it’s great value and its been getting 
busier every week, so if you haven’t been in yet please do 
book a table and join us. 

The garden has had a bit of ‘tlc’ recently with some great 
new furniture which provides a much more comfortable 
outdoor dining experience. We will look to replace the rest 
of the picnic tables next year with the same furniture since 
it has been so well received.  

The quiz every second Monday is still going strong but 
there is always room for a few more teams, so get some 
friends together and show us what an egghead you are! It’s 
always a great night and a really friendly atmosphere, with 
the proceeds going directly to local charities. In recent 
months we have raised money for the village hall as well as 
Treloar’s, so we are always conscious of giving back in the 
most direct way possible.  

In short there is always something happening at your local 
pub, and whatever the occasion or event we look forward 
to welcoming you. 

Lorne & Carey
01420 87654

White Hart

Tel: 01420 87654 whitehart@holybourne.com 139 London Road, Holybourne, Alton, Hampshire. GU34 4EY

Mon-Sat
8am - 11pm

Sun
8am - 10.30pm

FOOD

Mon-Fri
8am-3pm / 5 - 9pm

Sat  8am - 9pm

Sun 8am - 8pm
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As one of your 5 senses vision is a fundamental part of
your life. At Bliinx we take our time to ensure you have the

best sight you can achieve. Situated in Kingsley we
provide thorough 30 minute eye tests in a relaxed

environment. We have free parking and offer an unhurried
approach for our clients and families

SIGHT TESTS CONTACT LENSES MINOR
EYE CONDITIONS

FRAMES & LENSES

Ganders Barn . Ganders Business Park
Kingsley . Bordon . GU35 9LU
01420 478899 eyecare@bliinx.co.uk
www.bliinx.co.uk

OPENING HOURS
Mon – 09:00 – 17:30
Tues – 09:00 – 17:30
Weds – 09:00 – 16:30
Thurs – 09:00 – 17:30
Fri – 09:00 – 17:30
Sat – 09:00 – 13:00

with his escort, Jo, driver Bob and his bus buddies and it 
is great for his routine and independence. Again, we feel 
very fortunate to have this service in place to transport him 
to and from school. 

Now we have taken several steps forward in our journey 
and I am working to raise awareness for autism and special 
needs in general. I am extremely grateful for all of the 
wonderful professionals and educational support that we 
have on our doorstep, not forgetting the fantastic Treloar’s 
school and college for those children with more complex 
special needs and physical disabilities. Residents of East 
Hampshire are very fortunate to have so much help at hand.

I would like to be able to help families who have less 
support or simply do not know which way to turn. Whilst 

this journey has been - and continues to be - a life changing 
one, we would not change it for the world. Following 
my campaign during autism awareness week in March, I 
received a great deal of support from local businesses, 
including Homes Estate Agents, Biscoes Solicitors, Robert 
Simmons and Taylored Beauty, who are also keen to raise 
awareness. The campaign was so well received that I have 
now started a facebook page called ‘Hooray Henry’ to 
celebrate achievements and to share experiences, concerns 
and knowledge. If anyone wishes to contribute or reach 
out for support in the future please do go to the page, it 
would be great to hear about other peoples experiences.

Kellie-Jane Cox 
www.facebook.com/hoorayhenryjamescox

Hollywater School, opened by Hampshire County Council in 2006
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Holybourne’s Kellie-Jayne Cox tells the 
story of her son’s early diagnosis and 
the care her family has received from the 
community
I recently embarked on a new journey as a parent when 
my little boy, Henry, was diagnosed with autism. From 
an early age, it had been clear that Henry’s development 
was slower than that of other children. We could see this 
particularly in his speech and communication. Various 
professionals became involved and so began a series 
of referrals, assessments and meetings. After about 18 
months, in November 2015, Henry’s diagnosis was made. 
He had just turned three. 

Autism is a spectrum condition, which means that anyone 
with autism may share certain diffi culties, but it will affect 
individuals in different ways. ‘Autistic people see, hear and 
feel the world differently to other people,’ according to the 
National Autistic Society. ‘If you are autistic, you are autistic 
for life; autism is not an illness or disease and cannot be 
‘cured’. Research has shown however, that early intervention 
can signifi cantly assist in a child’s development. We later 
discovered that we were very lucky to have received such 
an early diagnosis. Many parents fi nd themselves fi ghting 
for a diagnosis and often don’t get one until much later. 
Some never get one at all. 

For Henry, the main effects of autism are that it has 
signifi cantly affected his language, communication 
and social development. This is not just about ‘talking’, 
although his speech is signifi cantly delayed, but about 
‘understanding’ language and this, in turn, affects his 
behaviour and how he interacts with others. Making eye 
contact, for example, is something we would expect to 
come naturally. But we have had to work very hard on it 
with Henry using simple games and constant repetition. 
Without eye contact it is very diffi cult to build the 
foundations of communication. Henry also has signifi cant 
sensory diffi culties, meaning that he is sometimes over 
sensitive and at other times, under sensitive. For example 
a simple trip to the supermarket results in massive sensory 
overload: lighting, noise, temperatures, people. It can be a 
very traumatic experience for Henry since he can’t process 
it all. This has often meant that we experience diffi culties in 
social situations or at large gatherings as it makes Henry very 
anxious. We have learned to try new things but if he doesn’t 
cope, we have to leave. 

In sensory terms, water is a particular favourite of Henry’s. 
He fi nds it very calming; the sound of the sea, the feel of the 
water. This has its positive and negatives as it means that we 
know if we go to the beach Henry will love it, but equally 
he has no sense or awareness of danger and therefore will 
always head for the water, whether it be a river, the sea or 
a muddy puddle. He has to get wet. More often than not 
if you come to our house you will fi nd Henry standing at 

Learning to live with Autism
the kitchen sink just 
running the tap. 

We have been 
incredibly lucky 
and have received 
wonderful support 
locally, starting with 
Bushy Leaze Children and Families 
Centre in Alton whose staff, in the 
early days, held our hands and pointed us towards all the 
right places and people. We were fortunate enough to 
secure a special needs place at their nursery which formed 
the foundations of direct support for Henry. My husband 
and I attended the Earlybird programme which is run by the 
National Autistic Society. The course included home visits 
and one to one support for us and for Henry. The centre 
also provided courses run by occupational therapists or 
speech therapists and even simple courses to help parents 
make their own visual aids to help with communication. 
These courses assisted us in forging relationships with 
other parents in the same position.   

We were unsure about the options for Henry’s schooling 
after Bushy Leaze. Should we start him when he turned four? 
Should we try him at mainstream school? Which school 
could suit his needs best? We looked at various special 
needs schools and also spoke with the Headteacher of 
Andrew’s Endowed in Holybourne, where our daughter 
is at school. Maria Lloyd was incredibly supportive and 
assured us that whatever decision we took we would 
have their backing. We went for a visit to Hollywater, a 
community special school in Bordon and as soon as we 
stepped through the door, I knew it was the right place 
for Henry. It reminded me greatly of Andrew’s Endowed, 
with that wonderful welcoming feel. Henry made himself 
at home and was totally comfortable there. We completed 
the process for an Education Health Care Plan which took 
fi ve months as it encompassed the gathering of various 
professional reports across a wide range of disciplines. By 
this stage we had more knowledge and were amazed at 
just how much is affected by autism every day. 

In June 2016 we received confi rmation that Henry had 
secured a place at Hollywater. He would be in a class 
of six and receive a great deal of one to one care. Henry 
started there in September 2016 at which stage he was 
non-verbal, using only a few makaton signs (makaton 
is a language programme using signs and symbols) to 
communicate. Now, a few months on, Henry has a much 
greater understanding of language and is saying words and 
signing profi ciently. He also uses visual aids. 

One of the things I was most nervous about when Henry 
started school was his having to travel on the school bus, 
although from a practical perspective I knew that it had 
to happen. In fact, there was nothing to worry about at 
all, Henry loves going on the bus, he has a great rapport 
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But follow it we will on Saturday 25th November at 7.30 pm in 
St Andrews Church in Farnham, when we perform Carl Orff’s 
Carmina Burana with international concert pianists Nick De Villiers 
and Chad Vindin. The evening also includes works by E!gar and 
Chilcott and features soprano and tenor soloists Monica Bilewicz 
and William Morgan and children from Amery Hill and Eggars 
Schools. Don’t miss it.

Look out for publicity for this event but meanwhile if you 
would like to be on our mailing list, please email me at: 
sue@aspiretoperform.co.uk

Our programme of jazz with the Will Todd Ensemble on Saturday 
15th July was stunning, although we do say it ourselves. Many 
in the audience were impressed with the performances, the 
reviewer wrote that the Mass in Blue with Will Todd himself 
on piano was “a real show stopper,” and performances by the 
Holybourne Singers Young Voices brought the house down. The 
chamber choir excelled in their rendition of the Tippett Spirituals 
and an experienced musician wondered if we would be able to 
follow the evening in the future.

Holybourne Singers & All That Jazz

A lot has been happening at Holybourne WI during the 
past few months including an interesting evening sampling 
award winning wines from Greyfriars Vineyard. We would 
certainly recommend them!

HWI is currently working on a pennant to represent 
Holybourne in 2018 for the 100th anniversary of the start of 
the Hampshire Federation of WIs. Each Hampshire WI will 
make a pennant to be joined up in a celebration bunting. 
We are hoping to base our pennant at the church.

Some of us lucky enough not to be working were able to 
take advantage of the sunshine and organised a pop-up 
garden tour of Holybourne. The beautiful summer day was 
fi nished off with a welcome ice cream from the village post 
offi ce.

Coming up in September, Dave from ‘Unique Chic’ in Alton 
will be showing us how to achieve a range of painting 
effects on furniture. If you have a table or chair in need of 
some updating come and see how it is done.

In October we are looking forward to an evening of colour, 
exotic food, dancing and fun during our Bollywood 
evening. 

Come and meet us on the third Thursday of the month in 
Holybourne Village Hall at 7.30 pm. WI meetings are open 

to all women over 16 and visitors are very welcome at any 
of our meetings.

Sharon Buckle & Wendy Ostler
holybournewi@gmail.com

Holybourne WI

Members at pop-up garden tour of Holybourne
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This is Holybourne Youth Theatre. Of course it could be 
done! The 30-plus cast and crew rose to the challenge 
with the enthusiasm, commitment and excitement that this 
theatre has become known for and produced a show to 
rival those seen on bigger stages than this (and with MUCH 
bigger budgets).

If I had to pick a theme for this show it would be ‘colour’. 
From the word go, the colourful energy hit the audience 
… the music, the songs, the costumes, the make-up, the 
props, the sets. The song and dance routines were perhaps 

It’s always a challenge when it comes to adapting a popular 
classic for the stage, especially a story as dear to our hearts 
as Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll. 
Added to this, the objective of presenting the show as 
unaltered as possible, “no Disney-fi ction, no cherry picking 
of the best bits, no modern interpretation” (to quote 
Directors, Bob Yelland and Stef Dickson). The pages of 
Victorian prose, grammar and nonsense poetry would be 
enough to test any theatre company, but could it be done 
by a youth theatre company?

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland
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her bronze Duke of Edinburgh award. Her duties include reading 
to a resident who is registered blind. Echoing the theme of Care 
Home Open Day 2017, Ariana said, “I fi nd it really interesting, 
talking to residents, they have so much experience and history 
to share.”

Julie Hynd, home manager, said, “We’re always delighted when 
people come to get to know us and fi nd out what we do at the 
Lawn.”

The Lawn is a residential care home for older people, situated in 
a stunning Georgian building which was once the home of the 
novelist Elizabeth Gaskell. Its dedicated, caring and enthusiastic 
staff provide a warm, friendly, modern home for residents, who 
are supported to stay active and remain independent. To fi nd 
out more, or book a visit, please visit: www.fote.org.uk

Friends of the Elderly is a registered charity (no 226064) founded 
in 1905 and is one of the UK’s oldest charities supporting older 
people, particularly those in need due to mental or physical 
frailty, isolation or poverty. Its vision is a society where all older 
people are treated with respect and have the opportunity to 
lead fulfi lled lives.

Deborah Hyde  deborah.hyde@fote.org.uk

Alpacas make friends 
across the generations
Baby alpacas were the star attraction at the 
Lawn’s summer fête on 1st July and made 
friends of all ages.

The charity Friends of the Elderly, which 
runs the Lawn, invited the local community 
to join residents, staff and volunteers in 
enjoying a whole host of fun activities, 
including a visit from the Pennybridge 
Alpaca herd. 

This followed the huge popularity of 
the alpacas’ fi rst visit on Easter Monday, 
organised by The Lawn’s activities 
coordinator Sally Green after animal-loving 
residents had enthused about meeting the 
animals, who originate from the Andes. 

The alpacas proved to be a hit across the 
generations at the Lawn’s summer fête. 
Pennybridge Alpacas was one of the fi rst 
alpaca herds in Southern England, and is based in Up Nately near 
Hook in North Hampshire, close to the Berkshire and Surrey borders 
(www.pennybridgealpacas.co.uk).

Guests at the fete also tucked into cream teas and cake; browsed 
at bric a brac stalls, tried their hands at the tombola, raffl e, ‘hook 
a duck’ and other games, and much more besides. There was a 
marquee to keep the fun going in case of bad weather, but the 
event was bathed in sunshine.

There were also opportunities to look round the Lawn and fi nd 
out about the care it offers older people, as well as fi nding out 
about working or volunteering with Friends of the Elderly.

This special event was part of Friends of the Elderly’s ongoing 
commitment to fostering meaningful activities, encouraging 
friendships across the generations and placing its care homes 
at the heart of their local communities. It followed the charity’s 
support for Care Home Open Day 2017, which saw thousands of 
homes across the country, including the Lawn, open their doors 
to the public to showcase the excellent services being provided 
by dedicated teams of staff 

Ariana Hawkins, a 14 year-old pupil at Amery Hill School in Alton, 
volunteers once a week at The Lawn as she works towards gaining 

Another year has fl own by and it’s summer again! 
The HVA is busy as usual, planning autumn events 

such as remembrance, fi reworks and carols around the tree. 

The main news to report is that the appeal for the roundabout 
proposal was held at the Assembly Rooms in Alton. The 
developers that had applied for planning permission to build 
a petrol station, three restaurants and a hotel on the A31 
roundabout in Holybourne, were appealing the decision of the 
council to refuse permission. In the appeal process, an inspector 
is appointed who has to decide whether the council has made 
the right decision and can only consider the reasons used by the 
council to object. The Inspector had total authority to decide the 
case. He went through every item, one by one, exhaustively and 

The Lawn

fairly. I attended most of the hearing myself, as did several other 
members of the HVA committee. It was very tedious but also 
very thorough. Eventually he dismissed the appeal for a series of 
technical reasons, meaning that the Council’s decision to refuse 
planning permission has been upheld and the development will 
not go ahead. See the article later in this magazine for more detail.

At the AGM, we will be announcing the winner of this year’s 
Holybourne Cup. Before we can do that, however, we would 
like to ask for nominations. We want to offer it to an individual 
who has made continuous and regular contribution towards 
village life over many years. Please send any suggestions in to me 
at chairman@holybourne.com.

David Tomlinson Chair, Holybourne Village Association

Holybourne Village Association

Adorable Alpacas being admired by The Lawn resident
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Free quotation and
consultation
Fully qualified and
insured
References available

Specialists in Ponds,
Water Features, Paving
and Timberwork

For all your
hard and soft
landscaping needs

Tel: 01420 543806
Mob: 07795 615526

Thrivelandscapes@aol.com
www.thrivelandscapes.org

PPorter & cross
Developments ltd

Extensions • loft conversions • kitchens
bathrooms • refurbishments • remodelling

Our business is built on a passion for craftsmanship, a
keen eye for detail and a continued reputation of quality,
reliability and good old-fashioned customer service.

Nothing is too much trouble.

Darren Cross
M: 07971 907758
T: 01420 543504

Brendan Porter
M: 07788 424212
T: 01420 87471

www.PorterCross.co.uk
enquiries@portercross.co.uk

If You Need:
Transport for Doctor & Hospital Appointments

Collection of Prescriptions - Shopping
or just a Friendly Ear

New drivers are always required
Please call us if you can help,
even if in a very small way.

Mileage paid if required

N d i l i d

Contact us on:
01420 89418

Holybourne
Care Group

WE ARE HERE TO HELP

The Lawn Residential Home

Set in beautiful grounds, we provide 24 hour
care to the highest standard based upon the
principles of dignity, individuality and free
choice

01420 84162
www.fote.org.uk/the-lawn

Giving older people the opportunity
to live fulfilled and respected lives
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New Public Open 
Space: Have Your Say

Alton Town Council has now taken ownership of the open 
space known locally as ‘Barley Fields’. Situated opposite 
Eggars School off Montecchio Way, the site has been 
transferred to the council from the developer, Persimmon 
Homes, together with a commuted sum to enable its 
development for use as a public open space. The space 
also includes a small conservation meadow area, a public 
car park and provision for a children’s play area. The monies 
will also cover the cost of maintaining the site over the next 
15 years, so that the provision is at no cost to the taxpayer.

Since the transfer the site has been secured by the council 
with the introduction of knee rails along the road side 
boundary. A height barrier at the entrance to the car park 
and wooden information signs have been installed.

“This is the fi rst addition to Alton’s extensive public open 
spaces for many decades and ensures that our open space 
provision grows in line with the increase in population, in 
accordance with the Alton Neighbourhood Plan.” Said Cllr 
Graham Hill, chairman of the Open Spaces Committee on 
Alton Town Council.

The Town Council would now like to ask residents and 
local people for their views on the design of the proposed 
play area and for suggestions for an offi cial name for the 
site. The consultation will run from Monday 24th July to 
Friday 1st September 2017. Residents are asked to go to 
www.alton.gov.uk and follow the link for details.

The play area has a budget of £29,500 provided by 
Persimmon Homes. An outline specifi cation was compiled 
by offi cers following feedback from local residents 
and quotations were requested in June from selected 
contractors.

Once feedback on the design of the play area has been 
received this will be presented to the Town Council Open 
Spaces Committee, who will then choose their preferred 
scheme at a meeting on 4th October. At the same meeting 
a decision will be made on the naming of the site following 
suggestions put forward through the consultation.

Leah Coney Town Clerk, Alton Town Council

the only nod towards a modern slant and kept the energy 
fl owing whilst also helping to avoid clunky scene changes, 
which are so often the hallmark of amateur productions. 
The addition of a live band felt very special. “It always 
amazes me that we are lucky enough to be treated to live 
music at these youth productions,” said one audience 
member. “The band are so talented and you can really see 
the performers respond to it.”

Alongside the fantastical sets and ingenious props, special 
mention must go to the incredible talents of costume 
designer Teresa Stone. It would be hard to overplay the 
quality and detail of every single one of the 30 costumes 
required to make this show happen. From the rainbow of 
colours of the Caterpillar, Parrot, Mad Hatter, Canary or Fish 
to the understanding of character in the detailed simplicity 
of the March Hare’s tailored outfi t, it was like watching 
an exquisite carnival of which Carroll himself would have 
been proud. This was complimented by the sometimes 
iridescent, sometimes glittery, always larger-than-life make-
up that only added to the surreal and colourful words 
being brought to life on stage by these talented youngsters. 

Speaking of which, there was a LOT of acting talent on 
stage and of all the central characters it would be hard 
and unfair to single out just one or two. But of the others, 
my eye was drawn to the Parrot (Sophia Wharton) and the 
March Hare (Emily Walker), but for quite different reasons. 
Sophia took on the bird-like qualities of Parrot and played 
it for all the absurdity and colour it called for, scooping 
audience laughs for something as simple as a head nod, 
whilst Emily showed a depth of maturity and understanding 
of one of the most challenging roles of the play, resisting 
the temptation to play up to the energy levels of the Mad 
Hatter and instead providing a clever juxtaposition. 

This was a wonderful Wonderland created by a group of 
people that clearly love and take pride in what they do. 
The bar has been set for the next show and it’s just that little 
bit higher.

George Longland
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Steve Milne’s life has changed enormously since he moved to 
Holybourne in 2000 with wife Catherine and children Georgina, 
John and Charles. Then a ‘home husband’, he is now head of 
two separate UK production companies that have scored a string 
of fi lm and TV hits, including, last year, the blockbuster movies 
of Dad’s Army and Absolutely Fabulous. Steve’s focus is now a 
clutch of fi lms about the men and women who served in the First 
and Second World Wars, remembered every year in Holybourne 
and a subject close to Steve’s heart. He spoke to editor Tessa 
Laughton about survival, success and Spitfi res. 

You moved into the fi lm business relatively late in life.
It’s very much a second career. I’d been a footsoldier with the Alfa 
laval /Tetra Pak  group for over 20 years since leaving university 
but events, including losing my father, suggested change was 
needed. On my 40th birthday I enrolled in a fl ight School at 
George Airport in South Africa and in seven weeks I learned to 
fl y – and after that I realised I could do anything I wanted to. 
I’ve always loved watching movies, so I came back and decided 
to try to fi nd a way into fi lm. A-level fi lm studies at Basingstoke 
College was the fi rst step. Everybody else was 18 and 19, and I 
was 40. But I loved it. 

When did you get your fi rst break?
In 2003 I managed to buy, with a partner, a post-production 
company in London called Molinaire. Post-production is what 
happens after the fi lming – how you get from hundreds of hours 
of content down to a fi nely honed hour of television or 90 minutes 
of fi lm. It’s an incredibly creative and technical process. And it 
was a very hectic fi ve or six years. Molinaire was an old brand 
that needed a complete overhaul. I initially went in as sales and 
marketing director. The landlord was trying to close us down that 
day because we hadn’t paid the rent. Seven weeks later, on the 

day my son John was born, we ended up buying the company. 

After that, we worked 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 
turning it round and moving it from reality TV into drama and 
fi lm. We took lots of risks, did favours, believed in people and 
as we grew more confi dent, began investing in fi lms. Everybody 
thought we were crazy, but we loved fi lm and didn’t know any 
better. Eventually we sold Molinaire in 2008 and I left in 2010, just 
after we’d fi nished the King’s Speech on which we’d done the 
post production and in which we’d invested. It did incredibly 
well and made up for all the fi lms that had stumbled in a highly 
competitive market. That was a big confi dence builder. And, of 
course, the trouble is, once you’ve climbed a mountain, once 
you’ve reached the summit and seen the view, you’re smitten. 
You keep trying to do it again.

So what came next?
I founded British Film Company, backing independent British 
fi lms. We’d already been doing that for some time, so it was a 
natural step. The fi rst fi lm we backed was  ‘McCullin’, a feature 
documentary about the Sunday Times photographer Don 
McCullin, which went on to be Bafta nominated. We then backed 
a fi lm about Don’s boss Sir Harry Evans and his pursuit of justice 
for the victims of thalidomide. It featured an interview with local 
artist Tom Yendall and is one of the projects closest to my heart. 
Then in April 2012 I had a call to say that Molinaire was up for 
sale again, so we dropped everything and led the buy-back of 
Molinaire, and I became part time chairman. We’re now doing 
post-production on TV series like The Crown and Dr Who.

Which fi lms stand out for you? 
They’re all your children however they turnout. They all take so 
long and take so much belief. The one I’m most excited about 
at the moment is Journey’s End, on which I was executive 

producer and for which Molinaire did the 
post-production, which I’m hopeful will 
premiere at the London Film Festival in October. 
Based on R. C. Sherrif’s play, it covers a few 
days in March 1918 before Germany’s spring 
offensive. It’s set in a trench, like the fi nal scene 
in Blackadder just before the soldiers go 
over the top. It’s so powerful and so different 
from the big budget Hollywood fi lms. And 
it’s beautifully acted – just spellbinding – by 
Sam Clafl in, Paul Bettany, Tom Sturridge, Toby 
Jones, Stephen Graham and Asa Butterfi eld. 
And wonderfully directed by Saul Dibb. 
After it ends, people just sit there watching 
the credits, which nobody ever does. I think 
it will be in the running for the Baftas. It’s also 
supported by Prince Andrew and a part of the 
profi ts will go to help soldiers with combat 
stress. 

The other fi lm I think is going to be very big 
is Trautmann. It’s the unbelievable true 
story of a young man, Bert Trautmann, who is 
indoctrinated into the Hitler Youth, becomes 
a Nazi paratrooper, is captured and held in 
a prisoner-of-war camp in England – then 
miraculously becomes Manchester City’s 

Steve Milne
The Bulldog Spirit: how to survive in the world of fi lm

The main cast of Trautmann: David Kross, Freya Mavor, John Henshaw and Dervla Kirwan
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Steve Milne MBA (right), at Bicester with film crew members of ‘Spitfire’ and 3 mark 1 Spitfires

And after that? 
It’s a very thoughtful time. I lost my business partner, Christian 
Eisenbeiss, on March 30th which was a massive shock and these 
latest projects are all dedicated to him. Maybe another change 
is in the air after I fi nish them, as there are few people out there 
that trust in you so simply and completely! I hope the fi nished 
fi lms do him justice. You can follow progress of Spitfire on
www.facebook.com/spitfi rethefeaturedoc

It sounds like you need courage, patience and strong will 
in your job.
There’s no qualifi cation for being a producer. You can’t take a 
degree in it. You take an idea and turn it into something, often 
against the odds. Some of my fi lms have been successful and a 
lot haven’t – but how else do you learn? I fi nd something starts to 
drive me, and then the bulldog spirit just takes over. It’s something 
instinctive, something spiritual that guides you. I don’t get very 
analytical about it. I feel the projects and trust my intuition. And 
then you have to fi nd investors who will back your vision and I 
have been lucky in that regard but it’s never easy. 

Your fi lm choices seem more serious now after the 
comedies
Look at what’s going on in the world now. Trump and Brexit 
and North Korea. My children are worried about World War III. 
Journey’s End struggled for years to get fi nanced as First World 
War movies were judged out of vogue. We have a responsibility 
to educate, and to carry on educating, because it could happen 
again. We actually do it very well in this village, with the war 
memorial and turn out every year for Remembrance day. This is 
our fourth house in Holybourne and I’m proud to live here. It’s 
part of the story, I guess.

goalkeeper and plays in the FA Cup where he breaks his neck 
and plays on. We’re shooting in Munich until mid-August and it’s 
looking great. Aside from the fantastic story, I’m excited about it 
for two personal reasons. My father played at Wembley stadium 
in 1950 when he was 16 in the fi rst schoolboy international and 
we’re going to be rebuilding that stadium using visual effects. 
And we’ve just cast my son Charles as a 9 year-old footballing 
friend of young Bert Truatmann in 1920’s Germany. The fi lm 
essentially asks whether we’d prefer our children to be playing 
football or bearing arms. Or dancing. There’s a lot of dancing in 
the fi lm.

You’re also working on another fi lm about Spitfi res.
My father joined the Royal Air Force after knee problems put 
paid to his football career. He marched with my mother in the 
1953 Coronation and carried the RAF fl ag. For one of his three-
year postings he looked after the Battle of Britain fl ight. The 
feature documentary Spitfire is designed for the cinema and is 
co-directed by local friends David Fairhead, who lives south of 
Farnham, and Ant Palmer who lives in Four Marks. Nobody had 
made a fi lm about an aeroplane before – they said it couldn’t 
be done – and we think what we have now is going to redefi ne 
aerial photography. It’s the story of the fi ght for freedom, about 
how the whole country came together and built a tiny little 
aeroplane, only just in time, and how it became an icon. We’ve 
been interviewing all the veterans, men and women – because, 
of course, the Spitfi re was built largely by women, which is a 
story that hasn’t been told – and we’ve shot beautiful new Spitfi re 
footage. It’s quite breath-taking. It’s the RAF’s 100th anniversary 
on April 1, 2018, so our target is to have it ready by then. In 
a way, my whole life comes full circle with the Spitfire fi lm. It 
was fl ying that fi rst gave me the confi dence to go into fi lm. It’s 
one for my dad. 
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Steve Milne’s life has changed enormously since he moved to 
Holybourne in 2000 with wife Catherine and children Georgina, 
John and Charles. Then a ‘home husband’, he is now head of 
two separate UK production companies that have scored a string 
of fi lm and TV hits, including, last year, the blockbuster movies 
of Dad’s Army and Absolutely Fabulous. Steve’s focus is now a 
clutch of fi lms about the men and women who served in the First 
and Second World Wars, remembered every year in Holybourne 
and a subject close to Steve’s heart. He spoke to editor Tessa 
Laughton about survival, success and Spitfi res. 

You moved into the fi lm business relatively late in life.
It’s very much a second career. I’d been a footsoldier with the Alfa 
laval /Tetra Pak  group for over 20 years since leaving university 
but events, including losing my father, suggested change was 
needed. On my 40th birthday I enrolled in a fl ight School at 
George Airport in South Africa and in seven weeks I learned to 
fl y – and after that I realised I could do anything I wanted to. 
I’ve always loved watching movies, so I came back and decided 
to try to fi nd a way into fi lm. A-level fi lm studies at Basingstoke 
College was the fi rst step. Everybody else was 18 and 19, and I 
was 40. But I loved it. 

When did you get your fi rst break?
In 2003 I managed to buy, with a partner, a post-production 
company in London called Molinaire. Post-production is what 
happens after the fi lming – how you get from hundreds of hours 
of content down to a fi nely honed hour of television or 90 minutes 
of fi lm. It’s an incredibly creative and technical process. And it 
was a very hectic fi ve or six years. Molinaire was an old brand 
that needed a complete overhaul. I initially went in as sales and 
marketing director. The landlord was trying to close us down that 
day because we hadn’t paid the rent. Seven weeks later, on the 

day my son John was born, we ended up buying the company. 

After that, we worked 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 
turning it round and moving it from reality TV into drama and 
fi lm. We took lots of risks, did favours, believed in people and 
as we grew more confi dent, began investing in fi lms. Everybody 
thought we were crazy, but we loved fi lm and didn’t know any 
better. Eventually we sold Molinaire in 2008 and I left in 2010, just 
after we’d fi nished the King’s Speech on which we’d done the 
post production and in which we’d invested. It did incredibly 
well and made up for all the fi lms that had stumbled in a highly 
competitive market. That was a big confi dence builder. And, of 
course, the trouble is, once you’ve climbed a mountain, once 
you’ve reached the summit and seen the view, you’re smitten. 
You keep trying to do it again.

So what came next?
I founded British Film Company, backing independent British 
fi lms. We’d already been doing that for some time, so it was a 
natural step. The fi rst fi lm we backed was  ‘McCullin’, a feature 
documentary about the Sunday Times photographer Don 
McCullin, which went on to be Bafta nominated. We then backed 
a fi lm about Don’s boss Sir Harry Evans and his pursuit of justice 
for the victims of thalidomide. It featured an interview with local 
artist Tom Yendall and is one of the projects closest to my heart. 
Then in April 2012 I had a call to say that Molinaire was up for 
sale again, so we dropped everything and led the buy-back of 
Molinaire, and I became part time chairman. We’re now doing 
post-production on TV series like The Crown and Dr Who.

Which fi lms stand out for you? 
They’re all your children however they turnout. They all take so 
long and take so much belief. The one I’m most excited about 
at the moment is Journey’s End, on which I was executive 

producer and for which Molinaire did the 
post-production, which I’m hopeful will 
premiere at the London Film Festival in October. 
Based on R. C. Sherrif’s play, it covers a few 
days in March 1918 before Germany’s spring 
offensive. It’s set in a trench, like the fi nal scene 
in Blackadder just before the soldiers go 
over the top. It’s so powerful and so different 
from the big budget Hollywood fi lms. And 
it’s beautifully acted – just spellbinding – by 
Sam Clafl in, Paul Bettany, Tom Sturridge, Toby 
Jones, Stephen Graham and Asa Butterfi eld. 
And wonderfully directed by Saul Dibb. 
After it ends, people just sit there watching 
the credits, which nobody ever does. I think 
it will be in the running for the Baftas. It’s also 
supported by Prince Andrew and a part of the 
profi ts will go to help soldiers with combat 
stress. 

The other fi lm I think is going to be very big 
is Trautmann. It’s the unbelievable true 
story of a young man, Bert Trautmann, who is 
indoctrinated into the Hitler Youth, becomes 
a Nazi paratrooper, is captured and held in 
a prisoner-of-war camp in England – then 
miraculously becomes Manchester City’s 

Steve Milne
The Bulldog Spirit: how to survive in the world of fi lm

The main cast of Trautmann: David Kross, Freya Mavor, John Henshaw and Dervla Kirwan
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Steve Milne MBA (right), at Bicester with film crew members of ‘Spitfire’ and 3 mark 1 Spitfires

And after that? 
It’s a very thoughtful time. I lost my business partner, Christian 
Eisenbeiss, on March 30th which was a massive shock and these 
latest projects are all dedicated to him. Maybe another change 
is in the air after I fi nish them, as there are few people out there 
that trust in you so simply and completely! I hope the fi nished 
fi lms do him justice. You can follow progress of Spitfire on
www.facebook.com/spitfi rethefeaturedoc

It sounds like you need courage, patience and strong will 
in your job.
There’s no qualifi cation for being a producer. You can’t take a 
degree in it. You take an idea and turn it into something, often 
against the odds. Some of my fi lms have been successful and a 
lot haven’t – but how else do you learn? I fi nd something starts to 
drive me, and then the bulldog spirit just takes over. It’s something 
instinctive, something spiritual that guides you. I don’t get very 
analytical about it. I feel the projects and trust my intuition. And 
then you have to fi nd investors who will back your vision and I 
have been lucky in that regard but it’s never easy. 

Your fi lm choices seem more serious now after the 
comedies
Look at what’s going on in the world now. Trump and Brexit 
and North Korea. My children are worried about World War III. 
Journey’s End struggled for years to get fi nanced as First World 
War movies were judged out of vogue. We have a responsibility 
to educate, and to carry on educating, because it could happen 
again. We actually do it very well in this village, with the war 
memorial and turn out every year for Remembrance day. This is 
our fourth house in Holybourne and I’m proud to live here. It’s 
part of the story, I guess.

goalkeeper and plays in the FA Cup where he breaks his neck 
and plays on. We’re shooting in Munich until mid-August and it’s 
looking great. Aside from the fantastic story, I’m excited about it 
for two personal reasons. My father played at Wembley stadium 
in 1950 when he was 16 in the fi rst schoolboy international and 
we’re going to be rebuilding that stadium using visual effects. 
And we’ve just cast my son Charles as a 9 year-old footballing 
friend of young Bert Truatmann in 1920’s Germany. The fi lm 
essentially asks whether we’d prefer our children to be playing 
football or bearing arms. Or dancing. There’s a lot of dancing in 
the fi lm.

You’re also working on another fi lm about Spitfi res.
My father joined the Royal Air Force after knee problems put 
paid to his football career. He marched with my mother in the 
1953 Coronation and carried the RAF fl ag. For one of his three-
year postings he looked after the Battle of Britain fl ight. The 
feature documentary Spitfire is designed for the cinema and is 
co-directed by local friends David Fairhead, who lives south of 
Farnham, and Ant Palmer who lives in Four Marks. Nobody had 
made a fi lm about an aeroplane before – they said it couldn’t 
be done – and we think what we have now is going to redefi ne 
aerial photography. It’s the story of the fi ght for freedom, about 
how the whole country came together and built a tiny little 
aeroplane, only just in time, and how it became an icon. We’ve 
been interviewing all the veterans, men and women – because, 
of course, the Spitfi re was built largely by women, which is a 
story that hasn’t been told – and we’ve shot beautiful new Spitfi re 
footage. It’s quite breath-taking. It’s the RAF’s 100th anniversary 
on April 1, 2018, so our target is to have it ready by then. In 
a way, my whole life comes full circle with the Spitfire fi lm. It 
was fl ying that fi rst gave me the confi dence to go into fi lm. It’s 
one for my dad. 
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Free quotation and
consultation
Fully qualified and
insured
References available

Specialists in Ponds,
Water Features, Paving
and Timberwork

For all your
hard and soft
landscaping needs

Tel: 01420 543806
Mob: 07795 615526

Thrivelandscapes@aol.com
www.thrivelandscapes.org

PPorter & cross
Developments ltd

Extensions • loft conversions • kitchens
bathrooms • refurbishments • remodelling

Our business is built on a passion for craftsmanship, a
keen eye for detail and a continued reputation of quality,
reliability and good old-fashioned customer service.

Nothing is too much trouble.

Darren Cross
M: 07971 907758
T: 01420 543504

Brendan Porter
M: 07788 424212
T: 01420 87471

www.PorterCross.co.uk
enquiries@portercross.co.uk

If You Need:
Transport for Doctor & Hospital Appointments

Collection of Prescriptions - Shopping
or just a Friendly Ear

New drivers are always required
Please call us if you can help,
even if in a very small way.

Mileage paid if required

N d i l i d

Contact us on:
01420 89418

Holybourne
Care Group

WE ARE HERE TO HELP

The Lawn Residential Home

Set in beautiful grounds, we provide 24 hour
care to the highest standard based upon the
principles of dignity, individuality and free
choice

01420 84162
www.fote.org.uk/the-lawn

Giving older people the opportunity
to live fulfilled and respected lives
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New Public Open 
Space: Have Your Say

Alton Town Council has now taken ownership of the open 
space known locally as ‘Barley Fields’. Situated opposite 
Eggars School off Montecchio Way, the site has been 
transferred to the council from the developer, Persimmon 
Homes, together with a commuted sum to enable its 
development for use as a public open space. The space 
also includes a small conservation meadow area, a public 
car park and provision for a children’s play area. The monies 
will also cover the cost of maintaining the site over the next 
15 years, so that the provision is at no cost to the taxpayer.

Since the transfer the site has been secured by the council 
with the introduction of knee rails along the road side 
boundary. A height barrier at the entrance to the car park 
and wooden information signs have been installed.

“This is the fi rst addition to Alton’s extensive public open 
spaces for many decades and ensures that our open space 
provision grows in line with the increase in population, in 
accordance with the Alton Neighbourhood Plan.” Said Cllr 
Graham Hill, chairman of the Open Spaces Committee on 
Alton Town Council.

The Town Council would now like to ask residents and 
local people for their views on the design of the proposed 
play area and for suggestions for an offi cial name for the 
site. The consultation will run from Monday 24th July to 
Friday 1st September 2017. Residents are asked to go to 
www.alton.gov.uk and follow the link for details.

The play area has a budget of £29,500 provided by 
Persimmon Homes. An outline specifi cation was compiled 
by offi cers following feedback from local residents 
and quotations were requested in June from selected 
contractors.

Once feedback on the design of the play area has been 
received this will be presented to the Town Council Open 
Spaces Committee, who will then choose their preferred 
scheme at a meeting on 4th October. At the same meeting 
a decision will be made on the naming of the site following 
suggestions put forward through the consultation.

Leah Coney Town Clerk, Alton Town Council

the only nod towards a modern slant and kept the energy 
fl owing whilst also helping to avoid clunky scene changes, 
which are so often the hallmark of amateur productions. 
The addition of a live band felt very special. “It always 
amazes me that we are lucky enough to be treated to live 
music at these youth productions,” said one audience 
member. “The band are so talented and you can really see 
the performers respond to it.”

Alongside the fantastical sets and ingenious props, special 
mention must go to the incredible talents of costume 
designer Teresa Stone. It would be hard to overplay the 
quality and detail of every single one of the 30 costumes 
required to make this show happen. From the rainbow of 
colours of the Caterpillar, Parrot, Mad Hatter, Canary or Fish 
to the understanding of character in the detailed simplicity 
of the March Hare’s tailored outfi t, it was like watching 
an exquisite carnival of which Carroll himself would have 
been proud. This was complimented by the sometimes 
iridescent, sometimes glittery, always larger-than-life make-
up that only added to the surreal and colourful words 
being brought to life on stage by these talented youngsters. 

Speaking of which, there was a LOT of acting talent on 
stage and of all the central characters it would be hard 
and unfair to single out just one or two. But of the others, 
my eye was drawn to the Parrot (Sophia Wharton) and the 
March Hare (Emily Walker), but for quite different reasons. 
Sophia took on the bird-like qualities of Parrot and played 
it for all the absurdity and colour it called for, scooping 
audience laughs for something as simple as a head nod, 
whilst Emily showed a depth of maturity and understanding 
of one of the most challenging roles of the play, resisting 
the temptation to play up to the energy levels of the Mad 
Hatter and instead providing a clever juxtaposition. 

This was a wonderful Wonderland created by a group of 
people that clearly love and take pride in what they do. 
The bar has been set for the next show and it’s just that little 
bit higher.

George Longland
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This is Holybourne Youth Theatre. Of course it could be 
done! The 30-plus cast and crew rose to the challenge 
with the enthusiasm, commitment and excitement that this 
theatre has become known for and produced a show to 
rival those seen on bigger stages than this (and with MUCH 
bigger budgets).

If I had to pick a theme for this show it would be ‘colour’. 
From the word go, the colourful energy hit the audience 
… the music, the songs, the costumes, the make-up, the 
props, the sets. The song and dance routines were perhaps 

It’s always a challenge when it comes to adapting a popular 
classic for the stage, especially a story as dear to our hearts 
as Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll. 
Added to this, the objective of presenting the show as 
unaltered as possible, “no Disney-fi ction, no cherry picking 
of the best bits, no modern interpretation” (to quote 
Directors, Bob Yelland and Stef Dickson). The pages of 
Victorian prose, grammar and nonsense poetry would be 
enough to test any theatre company, but could it be done 
by a youth theatre company?

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland
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her bronze Duke of Edinburgh award. Her duties include reading 
to a resident who is registered blind. Echoing the theme of Care 
Home Open Day 2017, Ariana said, “I fi nd it really interesting, 
talking to residents, they have so much experience and history 
to share.”

Julie Hynd, home manager, said, “We’re always delighted when 
people come to get to know us and fi nd out what we do at the 
Lawn.”

The Lawn is a residential care home for older people, situated in 
a stunning Georgian building which was once the home of the 
novelist Elizabeth Gaskell. Its dedicated, caring and enthusiastic 
staff provide a warm, friendly, modern home for residents, who 
are supported to stay active and remain independent. To fi nd 
out more, or book a visit, please visit: www.fote.org.uk

Friends of the Elderly is a registered charity (no 226064) founded 
in 1905 and is one of the UK’s oldest charities supporting older 
people, particularly those in need due to mental or physical 
frailty, isolation or poverty. Its vision is a society where all older 
people are treated with respect and have the opportunity to 
lead fulfi lled lives.

Deborah Hyde  deborah.hyde@fote.org.uk

Alpacas make friends 
across the generations
Baby alpacas were the star attraction at the 
Lawn’s summer fête on 1st July and made 
friends of all ages.

The charity Friends of the Elderly, which 
runs the Lawn, invited the local community 
to join residents, staff and volunteers in 
enjoying a whole host of fun activities, 
including a visit from the Pennybridge 
Alpaca herd. 

This followed the huge popularity of 
the alpacas’ fi rst visit on Easter Monday, 
organised by The Lawn’s activities 
coordinator Sally Green after animal-loving 
residents had enthused about meeting the 
animals, who originate from the Andes. 

The alpacas proved to be a hit across the 
generations at the Lawn’s summer fête. 
Pennybridge Alpacas was one of the fi rst 
alpaca herds in Southern England, and is based in Up Nately near 
Hook in North Hampshire, close to the Berkshire and Surrey borders 
(www.pennybridgealpacas.co.uk).

Guests at the fete also tucked into cream teas and cake; browsed 
at bric a brac stalls, tried their hands at the tombola, raffl e, ‘hook 
a duck’ and other games, and much more besides. There was a 
marquee to keep the fun going in case of bad weather, but the 
event was bathed in sunshine.

There were also opportunities to look round the Lawn and fi nd 
out about the care it offers older people, as well as fi nding out 
about working or volunteering with Friends of the Elderly.

This special event was part of Friends of the Elderly’s ongoing 
commitment to fostering meaningful activities, encouraging 
friendships across the generations and placing its care homes 
at the heart of their local communities. It followed the charity’s 
support for Care Home Open Day 2017, which saw thousands of 
homes across the country, including the Lawn, open their doors 
to the public to showcase the excellent services being provided 
by dedicated teams of staff 

Ariana Hawkins, a 14 year-old pupil at Amery Hill School in Alton, 
volunteers once a week at The Lawn as she works towards gaining 

Another year has fl own by and it’s summer again! 
The HVA is busy as usual, planning autumn events 

such as remembrance, fi reworks and carols around the tree. 

The main news to report is that the appeal for the roundabout 
proposal was held at the Assembly Rooms in Alton. The 
developers that had applied for planning permission to build 
a petrol station, three restaurants and a hotel on the A31 
roundabout in Holybourne, were appealing the decision of the 
council to refuse permission. In the appeal process, an inspector 
is appointed who has to decide whether the council has made 
the right decision and can only consider the reasons used by the 
council to object. The Inspector had total authority to decide the 
case. He went through every item, one by one, exhaustively and 

The Lawn

fairly. I attended most of the hearing myself, as did several other 
members of the HVA committee. It was very tedious but also 
very thorough. Eventually he dismissed the appeal for a series of 
technical reasons, meaning that the Council’s decision to refuse 
planning permission has been upheld and the development will 
not go ahead. See the article later in this magazine for more detail.

At the AGM, we will be announcing the winner of this year’s 
Holybourne Cup. Before we can do that, however, we would 
like to ask for nominations. We want to offer it to an individual 
who has made continuous and regular contribution towards 
village life over many years. Please send any suggestions in to me 
at chairman@holybourne.com.

David Tomlinson Chair, Holybourne Village Association

Holybourne Village Association

Adorable Alpacas being admired by The Lawn resident
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Holybourne’s Kellie-Jayne Cox tells the 
story of her son’s early diagnosis and 
the care her family has received from the 
community
I recently embarked on a new journey as a parent when 
my little boy, Henry, was diagnosed with autism. From 
an early age, it had been clear that Henry’s development 
was slower than that of other children. We could see this 
particularly in his speech and communication. Various 
professionals became involved and so began a series 
of referrals, assessments and meetings. After about 18 
months, in November 2015, Henry’s diagnosis was made. 
He had just turned three. 

Autism is a spectrum condition, which means that anyone 
with autism may share certain diffi culties, but it will affect 
individuals in different ways. ‘Autistic people see, hear and 
feel the world differently to other people,’ according to the 
National Autistic Society. ‘If you are autistic, you are autistic 
for life; autism is not an illness or disease and cannot be 
‘cured’. Research has shown however, that early intervention 
can signifi cantly assist in a child’s development. We later 
discovered that we were very lucky to have received such 
an early diagnosis. Many parents fi nd themselves fi ghting 
for a diagnosis and often don’t get one until much later. 
Some never get one at all. 

For Henry, the main effects of autism are that it has 
signifi cantly affected his language, communication 
and social development. This is not just about ‘talking’, 
although his speech is signifi cantly delayed, but about 
‘understanding’ language and this, in turn, affects his 
behaviour and how he interacts with others. Making eye 
contact, for example, is something we would expect to 
come naturally. But we have had to work very hard on it 
with Henry using simple games and constant repetition. 
Without eye contact it is very diffi cult to build the 
foundations of communication. Henry also has signifi cant 
sensory diffi culties, meaning that he is sometimes over 
sensitive and at other times, under sensitive. For example 
a simple trip to the supermarket results in massive sensory 
overload: lighting, noise, temperatures, people. It can be a 
very traumatic experience for Henry since he can’t process 
it all. This has often meant that we experience diffi culties in 
social situations or at large gatherings as it makes Henry very 
anxious. We have learned to try new things but if he doesn’t 
cope, we have to leave. 

In sensory terms, water is a particular favourite of Henry’s. 
He fi nds it very calming; the sound of the sea, the feel of the 
water. This has its positive and negatives as it means that we 
know if we go to the beach Henry will love it, but equally 
he has no sense or awareness of danger and therefore will 
always head for the water, whether it be a river, the sea or 
a muddy puddle. He has to get wet. More often than not 
if you come to our house you will fi nd Henry standing at 

Learning to live with Autism
the kitchen sink just 
running the tap. 

We have been 
incredibly lucky 
and have received 
wonderful support 
locally, starting with 
Bushy Leaze Children and Families 
Centre in Alton whose staff, in the 
early days, held our hands and pointed us towards all the 
right places and people. We were fortunate enough to 
secure a special needs place at their nursery which formed 
the foundations of direct support for Henry. My husband 
and I attended the Earlybird programme which is run by the 
National Autistic Society. The course included home visits 
and one to one support for us and for Henry. The centre 
also provided courses run by occupational therapists or 
speech therapists and even simple courses to help parents 
make their own visual aids to help with communication. 
These courses assisted us in forging relationships with 
other parents in the same position.   

We were unsure about the options for Henry’s schooling 
after Bushy Leaze. Should we start him when he turned four? 
Should we try him at mainstream school? Which school 
could suit his needs best? We looked at various special 
needs schools and also spoke with the Headteacher of 
Andrew’s Endowed in Holybourne, where our daughter 
is at school. Maria Lloyd was incredibly supportive and 
assured us that whatever decision we took we would 
have their backing. We went for a visit to Hollywater, a 
community special school in Bordon and as soon as we 
stepped through the door, I knew it was the right place 
for Henry. It reminded me greatly of Andrew’s Endowed, 
with that wonderful welcoming feel. Henry made himself 
at home and was totally comfortable there. We completed 
the process for an Education Health Care Plan which took 
fi ve months as it encompassed the gathering of various 
professional reports across a wide range of disciplines. By 
this stage we had more knowledge and were amazed at 
just how much is affected by autism every day. 

In June 2016 we received confi rmation that Henry had 
secured a place at Hollywater. He would be in a class 
of six and receive a great deal of one to one care. Henry 
started there in September 2016 at which stage he was 
non-verbal, using only a few makaton signs (makaton 
is a language programme using signs and symbols) to 
communicate. Now, a few months on, Henry has a much 
greater understanding of language and is saying words and 
signing profi ciently. He also uses visual aids. 

One of the things I was most nervous about when Henry 
started school was his having to travel on the school bus, 
although from a practical perspective I knew that it had 
to happen. In fact, there was nothing to worry about at 
all, Henry loves going on the bus, he has a great rapport 
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But follow it we will on Saturday 25th November at 7.30 pm in 
St Andrews Church in Farnham, when we perform Carl Orff’s 
Carmina Burana with international concert pianists Nick De Villiers 
and Chad Vindin. The evening also includes works by E!gar and 
Chilcott and features soprano and tenor soloists Monica Bilewicz 
and William Morgan and children from Amery Hill and Eggars 
Schools. Don’t miss it.

Look out for publicity for this event but meanwhile if you 
would like to be on our mailing list, please email me at: 
sue@aspiretoperform.co.uk

Our programme of jazz with the Will Todd Ensemble on Saturday 
15th July was stunning, although we do say it ourselves. Many 
in the audience were impressed with the performances, the 
reviewer wrote that the Mass in Blue with Will Todd himself 
on piano was “a real show stopper,” and performances by the 
Holybourne Singers Young Voices brought the house down. The 
chamber choir excelled in their rendition of the Tippett Spirituals 
and an experienced musician wondered if we would be able to 
follow the evening in the future.

Holybourne Singers & All That Jazz

A lot has been happening at Holybourne WI during the 
past few months including an interesting evening sampling 
award winning wines from Greyfriars Vineyard. We would 
certainly recommend them!

HWI is currently working on a pennant to represent 
Holybourne in 2018 for the 100th anniversary of the start of 
the Hampshire Federation of WIs. Each Hampshire WI will 
make a pennant to be joined up in a celebration bunting. 
We are hoping to base our pennant at the church.

Some of us lucky enough not to be working were able to 
take advantage of the sunshine and organised a pop-up 
garden tour of Holybourne. The beautiful summer day was 
fi nished off with a welcome ice cream from the village post 
offi ce.

Coming up in September, Dave from ‘Unique Chic’ in Alton 
will be showing us how to achieve a range of painting 
effects on furniture. If you have a table or chair in need of 
some updating come and see how it is done.

In October we are looking forward to an evening of colour, 
exotic food, dancing and fun during our Bollywood 
evening. 

Come and meet us on the third Thursday of the month in 
Holybourne Village Hall at 7.30 pm. WI meetings are open 

to all women over 16 and visitors are very welcome at any 
of our meetings.

Sharon Buckle & Wendy Ostler
holybournewi@gmail.com

Holybourne WI

Members at pop-up garden tour of Holybourne
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What a summer it’s turning out to be. We have now been 
at the pub almost nine months and have really enjoyed the 
welcome we have received in Holybourne. We would like 
to say a big thank you to all of you. 

Since the last edition of this magazine we have seen the 
introduction of our stone baked pizza oven, as well as the 
refi t of the kitchen. This means we can offer a fresh, high 
quality menu that will change with the seasons. By the time 
you read this our summer menu will be in full swing, before 
it changes again in the autumn and once again over the 
Christmas period. Yes we did say Christmas! We are already 
working on the Christmas menu, which will be ready to 
print in early September. While we are on the topic of food, 
we will also be starting a gourmet night in September, so 
for all the foodies reading this, please do watch this space! 

Live music has made a return to the White Hart, starting with 
Key Lime Pi at the end of June. They are a great local band 
with a very loyal following and it was great to see the garden 
full of people having a boogie and enjoying themselves. 
We’ve booked them again for a few more dates over the 
summer, along with a selection of support bands. 

Thursday is now also another reason to join us as we 
have started a steak night, which is proving very popular. 
Several cuts of steak are on offer with all the trimmings, 

accompanied by a choice of sauce and a glass of delicious 
Pinot Noir. We think it’s great value and its been getting 
busier every week, so if you haven’t been in yet please do 
book a table and join us. 

The garden has had a bit of ‘tlc’ recently with some great 
new furniture which provides a much more comfortable 
outdoor dining experience. We will look to replace the rest 
of the picnic tables next year with the same furniture since 
it has been so well received.  

The quiz every second Monday is still going strong but 
there is always room for a few more teams, so get some 
friends together and show us what an egghead you are! It’s 
always a great night and a really friendly atmosphere, with 
the proceeds going directly to local charities. In recent 
months we have raised money for the village hall as well as 
Treloar’s, so we are always conscious of giving back in the 
most direct way possible.  

In short there is always something happening at your local 
pub, and whatever the occasion or event we look forward 
to welcoming you. 

Lorne & Carey
01420 87654

White Hart

Tel: 01420 87654 whitehart@holybourne.com 139 London Road, Holybourne, Alton, Hampshire. GU34 4EY

Mon-Sat
8am - 11pm

Sun
8am - 10.30pm

FOOD

Mon-Fri
8am-3pm / 5 - 9pm

Sat  8am - 9pm

Sun 8am - 8pm
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As one of your 5 senses vision is a fundamental part of
your life. At Bliinx we take our time to ensure you have the

best sight you can achieve. Situated in Kingsley we
provide thorough 30 minute eye tests in a relaxed

environment. We have free parking and offer an unhurried
approach for our clients and families

SIGHT TESTS CONTACT LENSES MINOR
EYE CONDITIONS

FRAMES & LENSES

Ganders Barn . Ganders Business Park
Kingsley . Bordon . GU35 9LU
01420 478899 eyecare@bliinx.co.uk
www.bliinx.co.uk

OPENING HOURS
Mon – 09:00 – 17:30
Tues – 09:00 – 17:30
Weds – 09:00 – 16:30
Thurs – 09:00 – 17:30
Fri – 09:00 – 17:30
Sat – 09:00 – 13:00

with his escort, Jo, driver Bob and his bus buddies and it 
is great for his routine and independence. Again, we feel 
very fortunate to have this service in place to transport him 
to and from school. 

Now we have taken several steps forward in our journey 
and I am working to raise awareness for autism and special 
needs in general. I am extremely grateful for all of the 
wonderful professionals and educational support that we 
have on our doorstep, not forgetting the fantastic Treloar’s 
school and college for those children with more complex 
special needs and physical disabilities. Residents of East 
Hampshire are very fortunate to have so much help at hand.

I would like to be able to help families who have less 
support or simply do not know which way to turn. Whilst 

this journey has been - and continues to be - a life changing 
one, we would not change it for the world. Following 
my campaign during autism awareness week in March, I 
received a great deal of support from local businesses, 
including Homes Estate Agents, Biscoes Solicitors, Robert 
Simmons and Taylored Beauty, who are also keen to raise 
awareness. The campaign was so well received that I have 
now started a facebook page called ‘Hooray Henry’ to 
celebrate achievements and to share experiences, concerns 
and knowledge. If anyone wishes to contribute or reach 
out for support in the future please do go to the page, it 
would be great to hear about other peoples experiences.

Kellie-Jane Cox 
www.facebook.com/hoorayhenryjamescox

Hollywater School, opened by Hampshire County Council in 2006
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A J Robinson
Painting and Decorating

Interior/exterior painting and decorating service

Contact Allan on - Tel: 01420 89519 Mob: 07860232233

Email: ajrdecorating@aol.co.uk

Est 1989

Solar Power
Installation
Specialist

All electrical
installations
carried out

07774 479570
www.hankinelectrical.co.uk
01420 80935

Part P Compliant

www.philipcowdreyplumbingheating.co.uk
Tel/Fax: 01420 89937
Mobile: 07702 192152
Email: philip.cowdrey@virgin.net

wilkinschimneysweep.co.uk/northhants

TRADITIONAL BRUSH AND VACUUM SERVICE
NESTS REMOVED
CAGES, CAPS AND COWLS FITTED
SWEEPING CERTIFICATES ISSUED
PROFESSIONAL CLEAN SERVICE
FULLY INSURED
POLICE CHECKED Tel: 01256 830 777

David C. Andrews
Building & Plumbing

Established 1967

Employing indentured and certifi ed
tradesmen able to carry out all aspects
of their respective trades.
No job too small or too big.
Commercial, Industrial, Domestic.

01420 84454
david.c.andrews67@gmail.com

50th Anniversary 2017

Come and learn to move, strengthen, balance, 
breathe and relax. Have fun, meet new people. 

Improve your whole health and well being. 
 

     YOGA 
CLASSES with Sue 

 
Contact for enquiries and to book: 

01420 88274  /  07946 078559 
suetupper@btinternet.com 
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www.MillFarmOrganic.com

Tel/Fax: 01420 22331
Open: Wed– Sat 9am-5pm
Isington Nr. Alton GU34 4PN

Farm Shop
& Cafe

Organic Beef , Lamb & Pork
Meat Boxes from £49
Fresh ‘Artisan’ Bread, Fruit+Veg

Local Hampshire
produce

A Day in the Life of Mill Cottage
Someone challenged us to write this, but it is an 
impossible task. There is no typical day and each 
of the three hundred odd bookings we attend can 
be very different from each other. We are delighted 
that the majority of our work is in schools and other 
educational establishments, as this is what our 
original vision was, but we have also attended fairs, 
residential homes, corporate fun days and garden 
centres. We usually have one trailer out Monday to 
Friday (during the summer term this is sometimes 
increased to two trailers) and up to three out on 
a Saturday. Certainly at this time of year we turn 
down as much work as we take on. Maybe we are 
not very good business builders in that we have no 
interest in expanding away from the small, family run 
business to create a multi-vehicle venture.

Tom has always been an early riser, so the 4.30 am 
alarm is not a problem for him. It takes two hours 
to open up, feed everything and load the trailer(s), 
with departure from 6.30am onwards. Depending 
on which direction we are travelling in, we try to 
limit journey times to 50 miles or one hour, but 
with the M3 and M25 generally being congested, 
a journey which should take one hour often takes 
a lot longer. We have learnt that you can travel signifi cantly 
further south and west in an hour than you can north and 
east. Thankfully the trailers are surprisingly cool, whatever 
the weather.

Once at the booking site, set up takes about 30 to 45 
minutes, depending how far equipment and animals have 
to be carried or ushered, and then for the relaxing part of 
the day. Bookings can be anything between two and seven 
hours, and are very varied: they could be a small group of 
older folk reminiscing about the past, or 12 classes of 30 
infant children!

At the end of the visit packing up takes about half an hour, 
followed by the drive home when we hope to avoid the 
worst of the jams. Once all the trailers are back at Mill 
Cottage, everything needs feeding and watering again 
(about an hour). The birds can only be shut in once it is 
getting dark so that can be quite late at this time of year. It is 
good when it gets dark by 8pm as we get an evening back!

Meanwhile, in our spare time, we complete the admin, 
fi ll in DEFRA paperwork, take bookings, ring clients back, 
answer enquiries, shear sheep, make hay and keep the 
veggie plot ticking over! Having an honesty box for the egg 
sales has worked really well for the majority of the time. We 
have only had one incidence of disappearing cash (hope 
whoever it was spent the £1.50 wisely) and one of being 
paid in Euros, which is lovely, but as none of us have valid 
passports, it may be a while before it gets spent!

Tom and Sarah Main  www.mcfe.org.uk

Mill Cottage News
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MIKE GARWOOD
AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERS

T: 01420 84458    F: 01420 88594 www.mikegarwoodltd.co.uk
Shelleys Barn, Shelleys Lane, East Worldham, Alton, Hampshire, GU34 3AQ

Generators 1-120KVA

ATVs & Mules

Deisel Engines
Collection or Mulching systems

Electic, battery & petrol:
Chainsaws, Blowers,
Strimmers, Shredders,
Hedgecutters

For all aspects of Tree Surgery, Hedge Cutting & Fencing
Tennis Court Maintenance and Refurbishment

01420 85199
crosscourtservices@gmail.com

CROSS COURT SERVICES (Alton) LTD

Local and friendly business, with over 13 years experience

Fully Qualified and Insured
Please contact us for a free quotation
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Summer is going to be a fun-fi lled time at the Museum and 
the Gallery.

Allen Gallery
Thursday 27th July
“The Beautifull Cassandra”
11am until1pm, £6 per child, pre-booking essential.
With the emphasis on Jane Austen in this bicentenary year, 
there will be a family workshop, based on a story written 
by the 12 year-old Jane. Hear the story, write with a quill 
pen, make a bookmark or poke bonnet to take home. The 
workshop is suitable for six to 11 year-olds, who must be 
accompanied by an adult. 
Saturday 12th August
From 11am until 3pm we are hosting a Local Charities Fete. 
Come and support these worthy causes, take part in games 
and competitions.  
Saturday 19th August
The annual Family Fun Day sponsored by the Friends of the 
Curtis Museum and Allen Gallery.  Stalls, games and prizes, 
hopefully in the garden, but indoors if wet, from 11 am 
until 3pm.
2nd to 30th August
We will host Modern Mosaic: The Natural World in Glass, 
a selection of original glass mosaics and prints by Lizzie 
Tucker.

Curtis Museum & 
Allen Gallery

Roundabout proposal appeal dismissed
The application to build a motorists’ service station 
beside the Holybourne roundabout on the A31 has been 
dismissed at appeal. 

The application, by Lamron Developments, consisting 
of a petrol station, a 60-bedroom hotel and restaurant 
and two drive-thru fast food restaurants, was refused 
by East Hampshire District Council planners in July 2016 
on the grounds that it comprised ‘a major intrusion of 
development in this rural area on a site that lies outside a 
defi ned settlement boundary and which is not allocated for 
development’. In addition the planning authority noted that 
a proven need for the scale of the development proposed 
had not been demonstrated. Due to its excessive size, the 
development would, they said, ‘contrast sharply with the 
open, rural character of the site’ and would result in ‘a retail 
and entertainment destination in its own right, rather than a 
road user facility’.  

The planning application had caused consternation in and 
around Holybourne with more than 90% of comments 
on the EHDC’s planning portal objecting to the proposal. 
Local residents feared that the development would result 
in increased traffi c in an already congested area, ‘adversely 
affecting residents’ safety’ and would be an ‘eyesore’, ‘out 

Curtis Museum
Saturday 29th July 
Dolls’ House Day
Following the success of last year’s event, we are holding 
another day devoted to the smaller side of things. From 
11 am to 4pm. will feature trails for young and old and 
miniature items for sale. Entry is free but donations are 
welcome.

26th July to 31st August
Take part in our Jane Austen family trail around the museum 
on and bring your children to craft activity sessions still on 
the Jane Austen 200 theme on Make or Take Tuesdays: 1st, 
8th, 15th and 22nd August. £2 per activity pack. Children 
must be accompanied by an adult.

Saturday 5th August
As part of the Alton Anglo-Saxon Festival, 11am to 
4.30pm, the re-enactment group Weorod will be pitching 
camp outside the museum to help you explore the 6th 
and 7th centuries. See museum-quality replica artefacts 
and crafts, or investigate various aspects of the period 
with their specialist interpreters. There will also be timed 
presentations throughout the day. Entry is free,donations 
welcome.

Jill Line 
The Curtis Museum and Allen Gallery, Alton 
01420 82802  www.hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk 
Hours: Tues-Sat, Gallery 10.30 -4.30, Museum 10 – 5 

of keeping with the character of this countryside area’, whilst 
bringing ‘no benefi t to local residents and businesses’. 

At a two-day public hearing at Alton Assembly Rooms 
on April 26-27, inspector G P Jones listened to arguments 
from the developers and from the planners. In his decision 
report, published on 16th May 2017, Mr Jones said he 
considered the main issues to be whether the principle 
and nature of the development would be acceptable in 
this location and would comply with relevant development 
plan policies; whether suffi cient information had been 
provided to assess properly its impact on Alton; its effect 
on the character and appearance of the area and, in 
particular, on the neighbouring houses; and its effect on 
protected species. 

While agreeing that there is a need for some hotel 
provision in the area, Mr Jones said the proposal ‘would 
have a signifi cant detrimental impact on the character and 
appearance of the area’, and that a proven need for the 
level of development had not been demonstrated. ‘None 
of the benefi ts of the proposal in terms of sustainable 
development’ he said, ‘would outweigh the signifi cant 
harm that would arise’, concluding that the proposal would 
‘represent a signifi cant intrusion into the countryside’.

Tessa Laughton
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Contact: Gary Magee – Managing Director

T: +44 (0)1252 781952  /  M: +44 (0)7464 549009

E: gary@2grlogistics.com  /  www.2grlogistics.com

2GR Logistics provides innovative logistic 
solutions. Whether you are looking for Time 
Critical shipments, specialist project services 
or general courier / freight forwarding services.

Time critical

AOG / Dedicated Express Transport by Road, UK & Europe 
wide Air Charter  / Premium Air Freight / Ship Spares / 
Hand Carry Out of Hours Clearances

Specialist sectors

Temperature Controlled  / Abnormal Loads / Project 
Forwarding Exhibitions & Events / Concerts & Show 
Logistics / Export Packaging

General courier / freight

Air Freight / Sea Freight / UK Domestic - Same Day
European Road Freight / Expediting / Logistics 
ManagementGlobally

accomplished
logistics solutions

Air / Road / Sea
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PETER CHIVERS PCS
WASP NEST TREATMENTS
DON’T GET STUNG
CALL FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE NOW

FOR ALL YOUR PEST CONTROL NEEDS:
Wasps, Bees, Rats, Mice, Moles, Cluster Flies, Squirrels,
Cockroaches, Rabbits, Pigeons, Bird-Proofing,
Emergancy Wasp Nest Treatments, Mole Trapping Specialist
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Growing Together
Summer terms are always great fun in 
primary schools.  Not least, because 
growth is in evidence everywhere. 

Our Early Years Foundation Stage 
pupils, or ‘acorns’ as they are known, 
are rapidly growing into willowy 
saplings who are well prepared and 
ready to move on to Year 1. Their 
Year 6 buddies, who have nurtured 
the acorns so carefully all year, 
have almost outgrown their primary 
school, or at least their primary 
school uniforms!

We recently enjoyed our Year 5 and 
6 summer productions, which yet 
again we were able to hold on the 
wonderful stage at Treloars’, thanks 
to the generosity of our friends at the 
college. During these performances 
of ‘The Amazing Adventures of 
Superstan!’ it was clear to see how much each child has 
grown in confi dence.  The children, some of whom might 
have shied away from public performance a few years 
ago, delivered their lines with impressive comic timing and 
obvious enjoyment. In addition, we were treated to great 
solo singing performances, amazing group dances and 
wonderful songs from the entire cast.  

Earlier in the term, we held a very successful maths 
curriculum theme week in which the children explored 
the idea of having a ‘growth‘ mindset rather than a ‘fi xed’ 
mindset. First of all, the children learned how their brains 
work. They discovered that having a growth mindset means 
we believe we can get better at anything by practising and 
trying hard. We become more determined to succeed, and 
we are more able overcome challenges. The week was very 
inspiring for all the children. As some of our six year-olds 
were able to point out:

“When I do something wrong I will always try again.” (Millie)

“I was worried about doing something wrong but I took a 
deep breath and tried something new.” (Tristan)

“I like it when people tell me how to learn.” (James)

“I liked the growth mindset fi lms and I want to get better at 
maths by listening.” (Jamie)

Nowhere has our growing been more evident than in our 
school garden this year. During our ‘groundforce’ day in 
April, volunteers from our community dug an additional 
allotment bed for the children to use. We are very lucky to 
have a very talented gardener, Mrs Kate Marsh, as our Chair 
of Governors. Together with a group of parent helpers, Kate 
runs a very successful gardening club for our KS2 children. 
Kate also works with all the staff to plan curriculum themed 
planting for each year group.

This year, our gardens have produced more fruit and 
vegetables than ever. We have been able to keep the 
school kitchen stocked with salad, which is put out with 
the school lunch so that the children know they are eating 
the crops they have grown. Our soft fruits have been made 
into cakes and puddings to serve at lunchtime, and our 
carrots and other vegetables have regularly been on the 
menu too. In addition, the children have been designing 
and cooking a whole variety of menus in their classrooms. 
Children in acorns made potato salad from their own 
potatoes and served it with a swiss chard and onion side 
dish. In Year 2 the children have made a variety of dishes 
including rhubarb buns. Year 4 created a range of savoury 
dishes with school grown vegetables as the stars.  Year 5 
devised a range of salad dressings to try with the salads 
they had grown. Afterschool club have planted their own 
Christmas dinner (apart from the turkey), which they will be 
harvesting in December.

The children in all classes have worked extremely hard 
again this year. We are enormously proud of our Year 6s, and 
although we will miss them greatly, we know they will make 
a fantastic contribution to their secondary schools and we 
look forward to hearing about all of their achievements in 
the coming years.

We have met our lovely new acorns, who have joined 
us for a series of welcome sessions, and who have gone 
home proudly clutching the uniforms they are just about 
big enough to wear. We know they will come back in 
September ready to grow in our care.

We wish everyone associated with the school, and everyone 
in the village, a happy summer. See you in September!

Mrs Maria Lloyd, Headteacher

Andrews’ Endowed CE Primary School

‘Eunice’ the life-sized sheep

‘Acorns’ with the fruits (and vegetables) of their labours
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Plus FREE 
home visits if you

can’t get to us

Services include: 
Divorce | Separation | Civil partnership | Matters relating to children | Collaborative law | Conveyancing 

Lasting Power of Attorney | Court of Protection | Probate and estate administration | Will drafting

JC Solicitors, Charwell House, Wilsom Road, Alton, GU34 2PP

Call 01420 544 273 or email: tania@jcsolicitors.com
www.jcsolicitors.com

Make sure all your loved ones are taken care of.

Woof!
Make a standard Will 

for£149plus VAT*

Exclusive offer

And put Bertie’s mind at rest!

Book a FREE 1/2 hour appointment 
and find out just how easy it is.  

Call 01420 544 273

*Applies to all standard wills where everything is left to one another and then onto substitute beneficiaries. More than 4 beneficiaries or legacies, foreign property, |
complicated family arrangements, or high net worth estates are not standard.
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Glynis Watts did and now appeals to all 
those who claim they have ‘two left feet’
If I can do it, you can too. To anyone considering taking up 
ballroom dancing, do it now, and start enjoying all the fun 
and health benefi ts dancing brings.

My ballroom dancing ‘journey’ started a few years ago 
when I joined the dance classes on a cruise. Frustrated that 
I couldn’t get the hang of it, I joined a dance studio 
in Basingstoke when I got home with a very clear 
idea of what I wanted, and more importantly, 
didn’t want to do. It had to be a social 
activity, no exams or competitions for 
me. Some years (and a second hip 
operation) later, I have four ballroom 
and Latin gowns in my closet and 
am heading off to Blackpool, 
having qualifi ed for the 
National Championships 
in November.

So how did the transformation 
happen? Like so many, I got caught up in 
the ‘Strictly’ phenomenon. Words such as godet, 
fl eckerl, heel turn and rumba hips have become part 
of our everyday language - at least from September to 
Christmas - but the application of those techniques to 
one’s own body in the pursuit of grace isn’t quite as easy 
as it looks. I was taken aback to fi nd out how diffi cult it was 
to walk, even forwards. And walking backwards correctly? 
Almost impossible. As Ginger Rogers said, ‘Ladies have 
to do everything the man does, but in heels and going 
backwards’. Another issue was the apparent disconnect 
between brain and feet. I felt sure I was following the 
teacher, yet somehow always ended up facing the wrong 
way. Of course it did all slowly sink in and, week by week, 
I began to see progress. 

Coming from a country background, the competitions 
– when I eventually succumbed to their allure - were 
something of a shock to my system. There was a lot of 
preening and decorating, and not just amongst the ladies! 
There were beautiful dresses covered in sparkly stones; 
full body tans; as much eye makeup as one could apply; 
false nails and eyelashes; hair braids and yet more sparkles. 
Dropping in to a motorway service station on the way 
home once won me some very strange looks! 

Alton is very lucky to have a number of dance fl oors, and a 
wide range of dance styles to take up. If you haven’t tried 
the steamy Argentine Tango, you really should give it a 
go.  I now take lessons and classes with Vitor, owner of 
Art-v-Motion Dance Academy based at Alton’s beautiful 
Bell House dance studio which is owned by two Strictly 
professional dancers Neil and Katya Jones. We have a great 

Have you caught 
the Strictly bug?

competition squad ranging from pre-teens to ‘aged’, and 
private lessons for all standards. Plus, of course, parties 
and socials. Vitor himself is a Portuguese ballroom and latin 
champion, with boundless energy, loads of charm and a 
determination that his students will excel.       

The competitions encompass all age groups, from tiny tots 
mastering the ‘cha cha chá’, to the over-65s. The qualifying 
rounds for Blackpool are held all over the country with a 
level for everybody.   There is no better feeling than standing 
in the winners’ line clutching your trophy, it’s like taking the 
national anthem at the Olympics!

Blackpool weekend in November is the pinnacle of 
the year, where dancers from every corner of the nation 
compete. We no longer fi t in the Blackpool Tower ballroom 
so have transferred to the beautiful Winter Gardens. To win 
the coveted blue sash in your category is the aim, a distant 
dream for me. It is certainly a fun, adrenalin-fi lled weekend, 
as we witness some beautiful dancing and enjoy time out 
with like-minded friends.

The by-product of all this activity is the benefi t to your 
health, not just physically but mentally too.   You can forget 
your cares for an hour, immerse yourself in the moment. It’s 
so much fun that you don’t notice how hard you’re working.

So take the plunge this autumn and join a dance class. Age 
is no barrier, you’ll never look back. See you in Blackpool 
next year!

Glynis Watts 
Contact the Bell House dance studio on 01420 544338
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We are all delighted that we have received a grant of £10,000 
from East Hampshire towards the Living Space Project. This 
together with the grant of £9,600 from Hampshire County 
Council means that we can prepare for building work to 
start in the autumn.

Many people have been working hard to raise the funds 
over the last two years and we already have £120,000 from 
our local appeal, grant application donations and Parish 
income towards the total of this fi rst and largest phase 
of the Living Space Project. We still need about another 
£30,000 but work can start while fundraising continues.

The Church of the Holy Rood, Holybourne has been at the 
centre of the community for nearly 900 years. Whilst the 
structure has been maintained over the years the interior 
of the church is largely unchanged since the 1800s. For this 
historic building to continue to serve the community and 
to increase its congregation it now needs renovation and 
reordering.

The ‘Living Space’ project will create a warm and welcoming 
facility by building toilets and a kitchen inside the church, 
moving the font to allow easy access for the disabled and 
the elderly and installing moveable pews. A second phase 
will upgrade the heating and the lighting.

The result will be a fl exible space for church and community 
use in beautiful surroundings that will enhance village life 
for decades to come. The vision is of regular community 
activities taking place in the church, sharing facilities and 

getting the most use from this Grade II listed building. It is a 
vital part of the local heritage that deserves to be preserved 
and renovated for the local population. One part of the 
project will be an exhibition celebrating the heritage of 
Holybourne that will attract visitors and residents alike.

If you would like to know more about these exciting times 
and if you would like to contribute to the Living Space 
Project please be in touch with either Revd Chris Bradish 
at the Holybourne Vicarage, tel: 84969 (revchrisbradish@
gmail.com) or Revd Andrew Micklefi eld at The St Lawrence 
Vicarage, tel: 88794 (andrewmicklefi eld@gmail.com).

Living Space Project
Church of the Holy Rood

An artist’s impression of how the area will look once completed

Part of the plans for the new works, including an internal sectional elevation showing how the finished area will look
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Eggar’s School
Community Arts Week
There was an extremely busy and 
creative week at Eggar’s this July with 
over 500 children involved in this year’s 
Community Arts Week.  Organised and 
supported by Tom Yendall on behalf 
of the Mouth and Foot Painting Artists, 
there was an incredible range of arts 
activities to try out in and around the 
huge marquee on the school playing 
fi eld.

Students came from Treloar College 
and from special, community, primary 
and pre-schools from all over the 
county. Participating schools included 
Hollywater, Bordon, Great Binfi elds, 
Basingstoke, Riverside Community, 
Waterlooville, The Ridgeway, Farnham, 
Bushy Leaze Nursery and Little Den Pre 
School. Eggar’s students were ever 
present , providing helping hands as 
well as participation.

Tom Yendall was delighted with 
the way it had gone. “It was another 
fabulous week of activities” he said. 
“I am delighted to be able to extend 
this opportunity for many students 
to come together and experience 
art together. There was some great 
interaction between the Eggar’s 
students and the visiting schools.”

Kath Hitchens, Head of Art at St 
Joseph’s Specialist School and 
College, Cranleigh said

“It was a fantastic day. I was particularly 
excited by the collaboration between 
the youth of all schools. The key is 
getting them to work together.”

The children from Bushy Leaze 
Children’s and Families Centre sent a 
wonderful thank you note afterwards 
which epitomized the 
week of interaction 
and teamwork.

If you’d like to fi nd out 
about our community 
programme or the 
next open events at 
Eggar’s please visit 
www.eggars.net or 
call 01420 541194.
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Introduction to
the Reverend
Martin East

I am grateful to Tess, the editor of the Holybourne 
Magazine, for this opportunity to introduce myself to you 
all, as a new member of the ministry team of the Parish 
of the Resurrection. Although I am new to the team, I am 
not new to Holybourne, having lived here with my wife, 
Norma, since December 2013. However, our move to 
Holybourne coincided with the end of my curacy in the 
North Hampshire Downs benefi ce and a need for clergy 
support at St John’s Church, Hartley Wintney, where I served 
as a part-time assistant minister until Easter this year. So, 
after three and half years of commuting, I am very pleased 
to return to a ministry in my home parish, and to share that 
ministry in Holybourne with the Reverend Chris Bradish, 
who is a curate in the parish and also lives in the village. As 
I am offi cially retired, I see my role as assisting Chris.

Norma and I have two daughters and three grandchildren, 
living locally, which is a great blessing as we can see one 
another regularly. I know how diffi cult it can be for families 
living far apart. It is good to be settled in one area having 
spent thirty-two years in the Royal Air Force followed by 
ten years fl ying in commercial aviation on military contract, 
an enjoyable career but one which required numerous 
moves. 

I came to faith in my mid-forties, totally unexpectedly, 
through a dramatic conversion experience whilst I 
was serving with the RAF in Belize, Central America. It 
changed my life in so many ways, such that I felt called 
to ordained ministry some 15 years later – a call which 
came, coincidently, just before I had to end my fl ying 
career due to medical reasons. I had applied to become 
a ‘self-supporting’ minister and was surprised that I was 
accepted for ordination training at the age of 60, but then 
God surprises us all in many different ways, and it has been 
a hugely rewarding, spiritual and practical journey of faith 
over the last ten years.

It is an immense privilege and a joy to be able to serve the 
Lord and His people at this latter stage of my life. Everyone 
in ministry contributes something different, that is uniquely 
‘theirs’ and refl ects their life experience.  My theology is 
both traditional and evangelical, and very ‘eschatological’ - 
a word which concerns the grand, all-encompassing story 
and meaning of God’s creation, from the beginning to the 
end, and the ultimate destiny for all of us when Jesus returns 
and ‘all things will be made new’. I totally believe this basic 
tenet of Christian faith and it gives me hope, as it seems 
to me that we are living in an increasingly divided and 

confused world, which is becoming ever more chaotic, 
and I truly believe there has never been a more important 
time for people to have faith in God through Jesus Christ.

At any time of the year, but certainly at the height of a 
glorious English summer, Holybourne is a lovely village to 
live in, and the Church of the Holy Rood is a handsome and 
historic church to attend, standing as it does at the source 
of the Holy Bourne - from which our village gets its name 
- a stream that runs through the village, with still traces of 
springs rising beneath the altar. It is thought that our church 
is on a site that has its origins for Christian worship as 
far back as the 7th Century and that building the church 
began soon after the Norman Conquest in 1066. Today, as 
it has for centuries, the church stands at the center of our 
community as a symbol of faith and a focus for the worship 
of God. Join us and fi nd out more about all that is going in 
the church from worship to fellowship to planned major 
improvement works.  

Works to be done to improve accessibility to the church 
and create a more fl exible and welcoming environment for 
the local community are called the ‘Living Space project’.  
You can read an update on progress in Reverend Andrew 
Micklefi eld’s article.

I wish you all a very happy, peaceful and fruitful summer, 
with hopefully, as I write, some heavy rain soon for the 
gardens.  I look forward to meeting you and making 
new friends, in a ministry within the whole parish of the 
Resurrection, but predominantly centered on our church of 
the Holy Rood and our lovely village of Holybourne.

Every blessing,

Martin East, Revd

From the
Rectory
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Holybourne’s Church of the Holy Rood
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It has been a curious transition from spring to summer 
with a cold dry May, some heavy rain and then great heat 
up to 30 C from the middle of June, and virtually no rain. 
Although the river is fl owing well from its ground water 
source water levels are low, particularly noticeable in the 
northern Wey through Alton where mud is exposed at the 
sides of the bank. With the longest day of the year behind 
us the vegetation at the bottom of Lower Neatham Mill has 
changed from fl owers of garlic, mustard  and comfrey in 
early May to meadowsweet and hemp agrimony at the 
beginning of July.

Alton Walking Festival 2017
Seventeen participants joined the river walk in Holybourne 
on 3rd May, despite a threatening black cloud at the 
beginning, but our luck with the weather held out. Starting in 
London Road by the children’s play area we fi rst considered 
the geology and the shape of the land with various types 
of chalk (white and grey) forming the chalk hills behind 
the village, including  the grey marly chalk underlying the 
village being the least well drained. The Bourne and other 
smaller tributaries come from springs arising at the foot 
of the chalk hills and fl ow down to join the northern Wey 
below the village on the south side of the railway line. The 
village street itself has utilised a raised river gravel terrace 
laid down during the fl oods following the Ice Ages when 
water frozen in the soil melted. The  people of early times 
had a good practical sense of lie of the land. We turned off 
from the village street down Neatham Mill Lane through the 
underpass to see Neatham Mill and the various channels 
of the river made for the operation of the mill. In the main 
river was stream water crow-foot with fl ower buds above 

water, a special plant of chalk streams. A large brown trout 
was also seen from the bridge.

Returning through the underpass we followed the footpath 
along the top of the fi eld noticing the willow trees at the 
other end of the fi eld by the river. At the far end a line 
of rushes marked the course of the Bourne making its way 
down the meadow to join the Wey. The footbridge over 
the Bourne gave access to investigate the water shrimps, 
caddis fl y larvae in cases and water snails on the stones. A 
young bullhead fi sh was in one of the net samples. Here 

Alton Walking Festival group on the footbridge where The Bourne enters the Wey

Meadowsweet with white flowers near Upper Neatham Mill

Our River
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9pm) and Thur 12th October (9:30am – 3.30pm). This year 
all the profi ts from the fair will help support Treloar’s. For 
details: www.dummerfair.org.uk 

Do you have a spare bedroom in your home? Treloar’s 
is looking for a few local host families for new staff who 
are joining us from Spain. To fi nd out more, contact Jana 
Owens on 547423 or at jana.owens@treloar.org.uk
Carolyne Warne   carolyn.warne@treloar.org.uk

Gauvain House Opening
HRH The Countess of Wessex GCVO visited 
Treloar School and College on Thursday 25th May 
to offi cially open the newly renovated Gauvain 
House. The Countess, who is Treloar’s Royal 
Patron, last visited the campus in September 
2015. Upon arrival she was welcomed by the 
Lord Lieutenant of Hampshire, Nigel Atkinson, 
and then toured the renovated building, 
meeting students and staff. Her Royal Highness 
then met key staff who had helped to make the 
project a success and experienced a sensory 
music session within the Sensory Lounge.

Ofsted inspected the school’s residential 
provision at the end of March and has rated the 
provision as ‘outstanding’ in all aspects, joining 
the college, which received an ‘outstanding’ 
result at the beginning of 2017, and confi rming 
Treloar School and College as one of the very 
best in the country.

Annual Day of Disabled Sports
On 24th May Treloar’s hosted its fourth annual Day of 
Disability Sports. More than 35 students and staff from 
Perrins, Amery Hill and Alton Convent School came to 
Treloar’s campus to play and learn about disabled sports 
with our students. Students took part in rounders matches, 
table cricket, boccia and wheelchair rugby. Solent Sharks, a 
local wheelchair rugby team, organised the rugby session.

‘Parallel London’ at Olympic Park
On Sunday 3 September, London’s Olympic Park will again 
play host to Parallel London - a fully accessible and inclusive 
mass participation push/run. The multi-distance event is 
open to all ages and abilities – disabled and non-disabled – 
with no equipment restrictions and free buddies for anyone 
who needs support. The push/run forms the centrepiece 
to a wider family festival showcasing the best in inclusive 
attractions. With lots of interactive stands, activities to try 
and displays to watch, plus delicious food stalls, it really 
is a family fun day out. Parallel London is not just about 
racing against the clock but also about celebrating the spirit 
of togetherness, with everyone crossing the fi nishing line 
whilst seeing some of the London 2012 landmarks. To fi nd 
out more about event visit www.treloaractive.org.uk

Dummer Fair
The Dummer Fair has been held around Michaelmas for 
over 20 years and 2016 saw one of the busiest fairs to date 
with 95 stalls and over 1,000 visitors. The fair remains one of 
the most successful in Hampshire with the proceeds going 
to help Treloar’s students. The 2017 Dummer Fair will take 
place at Dummer Cricket Centre on Wed 11th October (6 - 

Treloar School 
& College

HRH The Countess of Wessex presented with flowers by Treloar student at the 
opening of the renovated Gauvain House

2017 Day of Disability Sports
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Fresh Local Seasonal

Now Open 7 Days A Week

01420 88950  www.montys.co

7 Normandy St, Alton. GU34 1DD

CAN'T YOU DO
ANYTHING RIGHT ?

HOME COMPUTER SUPPORT & TUITION
" My PC Home Help ! "

Whether a Home or Small Business user.
I can Help with your PC Problems !

visit: www.myPChomehelp.co.uk

Friendly, Professional Support for PC, iMac & iPad

Computer Health Checks and Virus Removal

Hardware & Software Maintenance and Upgrades

Broadband Wired & Wireless Solutions and Setup

One to One Home Tuition for Users of All Abilities

Supply and Installation of PCs, iMacs and iPads

Contact Richard Siers
on Bentley (01420) 22844

Providing quality tuition in your local area.
English, History, French and German

- All ages and levels -

Alton Language Workshop

www.altonlanguageworkshop.org
info@altonlanguageworkshop.org

Kemp & Stevens

Robin Thorne Dip FD MBIFD
Gill Thorne Dip FD MBIFD
Michael Thorne Dip FD MBIFD
Geoff ThorneMBIE Dip FD MBIFD

One of Alton’s oldest independent family run businesses
serving the local and surrounding community for generations.

THORNE FAMILY
INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS

93 High Street, Alton, Hampshire, GU34 1LG
01420 83177 / 83377 (24 hours)

 
 

Host families wanted! 
 Do you have a spare room in your home? 
 Do you live within walking/cycling/local bus distance of Treloar’s? 
 We are looking for friendly local families or individuals who could offer one of 
our new starters from Spain a home from home experience 

 As well as providing some extra income for the hosts, offering 
accommodation to a new staff member from overseas can also be a rewarding 
and enriching experience 

 
 What facilities will I need to provide? 
 

 A private furnished bedroom with a desk, chair, wardrobe, mirror etc. 
 Access to a daily bath/shower 
 Access to a kitchen, fridge and cooking facilities 
 English speaking environment 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 How much does it pay? 

 
 £400 per month, inclusive of bills  
 Treloar Trust will pay a £400 deposit and the first month’s rent of £400 in 
advance to the host 
 The employee will then be responsible for paying their rent directly to the host 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 Is the income taxable? 

 
 If this is your only/main home, income up to an annual limit of £7,500 is not 
subject to tax 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 Are there any conditions? 
 

 All interested hosts will be interviewed and a representative from Treloar’s 
must be able to view the property before committing.  

 
 
 

 How do I find out more? 
 

Contact Jana Owens on 01420 547423 or 
jana.owens@treloar.org.uk  
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also was fool’s watercress that smells like 
parsnips (to which it is related in the carrot 
family) distinguishing it from true watercress 
(in the cabbage family). A large grey heron 
fl ew off the river. Herons will settle where 
there are fi sh for them to feed on.

Continuing on the riverside footpath we 
looked at more wetland plants – hard and 
soft rush, sedges and leaves of meadow 
sweet, water mint and brooklime. Creeping 
buttercup was in fl ower giving welcome 
yellow colour and some milkmaids (also 
known as cuckoo fl ower or lady’s smock) 
that is the food plant for the caterpillar 
of the orange tip butterfl y which lays its 
eggs on the young seed pods. The group 
admired the donkeys, pigs, goats (with 
kids), llamas, geese and chickens of Mill 
Cottage Farm before looking at the site 
of the former Upper Neatham Mill (now 
demolished) and returning to the village 
street by the lane where a few of us took tea 
and coffee in the Holybourne Post Offi ce 
and village shop.

On 17th June I repeated that walk with 
Jane Richmond, now Head of Centre at the 
Field Studies Council’s Margam Park centre 
in south Wales. Jane regards herself as an 
Altonian and was at Eggars School before 
her family moved to Gloucester. The hot 
weather brought the completion of the life 
cycle of damselfl ies after a long larval life 
in the water. The Common Blue (with clear 
wings) has a bright blue and black body. 
They have only a short life on land in which 
they mate and the female lays eggs in the 
river habitat. It is always worth looking over 
bridges into the river. At Upper Neatham Mill 
we saw about 20 roach with red on some 
of the fi ns and nine brown trout. Looking 
downstream at Haw Bridge, where the river 
is deep, there were long strands of fl oating 
bur-reed. Upstream, the little tributary from 
above the lane to the Neatham Mill was dry.

June Chatfi eld

Mapeys, once a tea room, where Neatham Mill Lane leads to the river from London Road

Neatham Mill Lane on river terrace gravels drops down towards the river

Alton Walking Festival group in the meadow leading to Upper Neatham Mill

Friends of Alton Station
Just a quick snippet to say that at the time of going to press, 
Friends of Alton Station (FAS) is waiting for the Charity 
Commission to register FAS as a Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation (CIO). This is readiness for taking ownership 
of the footbridge (one of the demands by Network Rail).

We are pushing ahead with fund-raising for the fi rst phase 
to save the centre section of the footbridge, starting on 

Saturday 5th August at Alton Station. This date will probably 
past by the time you read this, but the campaign to raise 
the funds will continue as we work to raise enough funds in 
time to save it from destruction in April 2018. If you would 
like to make a donation, please see our website.

Stephen Lewis, Chair of Friends of Alton Station
www.Fr iendsOfAltonStat ion.org.uk
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We have expanded to fulfil our customers needs

• Servicing
• Air conditioning servicing and re-gas
• Main dealer standard fault diagnostic equipment
• Brakes
• Cam-belts
• Tyres & wipers
• Exhausts
• Batteries

• Clutches
• All makes & models  undertaken
• Free courtesy car
• VW Kombi van specialist

01420 474541
www.brandautos.co.uk | enquiries@brandautos.co.uk

8 Kingsley Business Park, Kingsley, Hampshire, GU35 9LY

01420 82288 www.tccdirect.co.uk
165 London Road, Holybourne, Alton, Hampshire, GU34 4HA

Competitive servicing
and repairs on all
makes and models
Servicing, MOT
station, repairs &
valeting by our
fully-trained staff

* Terms & Conditions Apply

The ALLGRIP 4WD* system reacts to any terrain
and the Radar Brake Support** senses other
vehicles on the road and brakes automatically if
necessary. There’s also a voice controlled audio
and navigation system†. Ordinary it isn’t.

*Optional extra on SZ5 models and standard on S models.
**SZ5 and S models only. † SZ-T, SZ5 and S models only

SUZUKI CELERIO

£6,999OTR
Available from just

The sporty-looking Swift has great fuel
economy, while a Euro NCAP 5 star
rating means it’s one of the safest cars
on the road. The Swift’s sharp handling
and innate responsiveness make this
compact car so much fun to drive, you
might not want to get out.

The Suzuki Celerio offers
class-leading boot space
and lots of room for up to
5 passengers. It’s  highly
fuel-efficient, light on CO2
emissions, and easy to
drive too – thanks to great
agility and all-round
visibility.

SUZUKI
SWIFT

£8,999OTR

SUZUKI
VITARA

£14,499OTR
From

From
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We are somehow facing the close of another academic 
year, and what a busy year it’s been! The summer term 
always goes by in a blur, with so much going on. We 
started the term with our sponsored walk and scavenger 
hunt around Holybourne, through which we raised enough 
money to pay for the children to attend our summer outing 
to 4Kingdoms Adventure Park in June. We enjoyed a fun 
fi lled day out, despite it being the hottest day of the year. 
Which brings us to Sports Day. The sun still shone but 
thankfully it was slightly cooler for this event. The children 
did us all proud with their efforts and were rewarded 
accordingly, with medals and ice lollies. Once again thanks 
to the powers that be for allowing us use of the cricket fi eld 
and pavilion. The term and academic year concluded with 
our summer party on Friday 21st July.

We took the opportunity during the summer term to 
prepare our older children for their move up to ‘big 
school’. I have written about school readiness but I feel it 
is important that the whole pre-school journey should give 
children ‘the broad range of skills, knowledge and attitudes 
children need as foundations for good future progress’ 
(Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation stage). 
As practitioners, our aim is to provide children with a skill 
set that provides the ‘foundation’ to their learning and 
development, through school and beyond. Skills such 
as being curious and confi dent about learning, asking 
questions, taking risks and fi nding solutions and being 
comfortable in approaching others. 

A common misconception is that children should be 
learning to read and write during the pre-school years. 
This is certainly not the case. Whilst being able to write 
their name and read simple words is a bonus, it is most 
defi nitely not our main focus - your child has years ahead 
at school to hone these skills. In fact children need to 
develop social, emotional and physical skills as well as have 
an understanding of language before they ever become 
masters at things such as reading and writing.

Obviously, the parent is a child’s fi rst and most enduring 
educator and therefore pays a huge part in preparing 
children for school, simply by doing things such as playing, 

talking and sharing together; singing songs or nursery 
rhymes and making time to talk; reading with, and to, your 
child and even establishing a good sleep routine.

At Holybourne village pre-school it is our passion to ensure 
that each child’s pre-school journey is both meaningful and 
enjoyable. It is a joy watching them develop through their 
pre-school years and beyond.

In other news, we were once again very fortunate to be 
nominated by Graham Trott to receive a £500 donation 
from Alton Beer Festival. We used this money to purchase 
a new storage unit for our mathematical resources as well 
as some new child-sized chairs. Thank you once again 
Graham and the Beer Festival team. We have also just sent 
off this years’ Sainsbury’s Active Kids order. A huge thank 
you to the villagers who have popped vouchers in to us (or 
stopped us in the street to hand us a wedge of vouchers) 
- your kindness and generosity is very much appreciated 
and we will report back with news of our goodies once 
they have arrived in the autumn term.

Finally, this is sadly my fi nal term at Holybourne village 
pre-school. After 10 years of working for such a great pre-
school in this lovely village I am leaving to start a family of 
my own, with my fi rst baby due at the end of September. I 
will leave with fond memories of my time here - it has been 
so rewarding watching the children in the village bloom, 
from tiny two year-old preschoolers to primary school and 
even onto secondary school (my fi rst cohort is in fact just 
coming to the end of year 9!). I thank all of our families, past 
and present, for making my job such a joy.

On behalf of all of us at Holybourne village pre-school, 
I wish you a happy and healthy summer. May the sun 
continue to shine!

Gemma Urquhart, Deputy Manager
Holybourne Village Pre-School operates from Holybourne 
Village Hall and is open 9am-3pm Mondays and 
Wednesdays and 9am-12pm Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday. We accept children from 2 years 6 months and 
are taking applications for September 2017.  For enquiries 
please call Gemma or Sue on 07748 824942 or email 
holybournevillagepreschool@yahoo.co.uk. You can also 
find out more about us by liking us on Facebook!

Holybourne Village Pre-School

Pre-school Sports Day
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For all enquiries and to arrange a visit contact
Sue or Gemma on 07748824942 or email
holybournevillagepreschool@yahoo.co.uk

Small Pre-School for children aged
2 years 6 months to 5 years

 Full days, mornings or afternoons available
Lovely village setting

 Ofsted registered and inspected
All staff fully CRB checked, qualified to a minimum of level 3
and undertake regular training

 Wide range of activities and educational opportunities
Weekly French lessons

 Excellent links with Andrews Endowed Primary School
Children from Alton and surrounding areas welcome

 Funding available for all 3 and 4 year olds
Registered 2 year old funding provider

Holybourne Village Hall, Church Lane, Holybourne, GU34 4HD
Holybourne Village Pre-School
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Well it’s been a great start to the season! The weather has 
been fantastic for cricket and we have seen some closely 
fought matches here in Holybourne as both senior teams 
battle for their position in the league. The Colts have now 
completed their season ready for the summer holidays – 
we’ll have more to report on this in the next issue - and I 
understand the U13’s have had a really great season. 

Friday night training will continue right through to the end 
of August and the bar and BBQ will be open from 6pm 
until late. The bar opens on Saturdays for the senior games 
so please come and grab a beer and watch some cricket, 
you will always be welcome.

The next big event of the summer is the ‘Sixes Competition’ 
a great event that brings together local teams from in and 
around Alton to battle it out, for nothing more than the 
satisfaction of winning. Please come along to support us 

on Sunday 27th August 2017, the bank holiday weekend. 
There will be food, BBQ and bar available all day.

The club Awards Night will be held on Friday 22nd 
September from 6pm for the colts and 7:30pm for the 
senior teams, please remember to put the date in your 
diary.

Finally, thanks to the coaches, managers and parents who 
together make it all work for the younger members of the 
club. Many of our older colts have been introduced to the 
senior game this season and it’s great to see our home-
grown talent coming through the club.

If you are going on holiday, have a great time and don’t 
forget to pack a bat and ball for the beach! Keep an eye on 
the club website at http://holybourne.play-cricket.com or 
twitter @HolybourneCC for news on our social events.

Peter Robinson, Chairman & the Committee of HCC

Holybourne Cricket Club

New Season and a return to Divison Four
As expected, our relegation to Division three was confi rmed 
on the last day of the season despite winning and drawing 
our double header against the Prince of Wales. Our fate 
was sealed but we ended the season strongly and on a 
high.

Our end of season awards were held at the White Hart 
and once again we would like to thank Lorne and Carey 
for looking after us with fi ne curry and copious amounts of 
beer. The player’s Player of the Year went to our midfi eld 
playmaker Micky Wilkinson, who consistently produced 
energetic performances in the engine room. The Golden 
Boot went to Simon Fothergill (Fobby) who once again 
notched up double fi gures. The Manager’s Player of the 
Season was awarded to Craig Tree who could play in goal 
or pitch, happy to run the line and always played with a 
smile on his face.

Next season we will be playing back in Division four and 
we are expecting to be challenging for the title. We signed 
a couple of players in the summer which we hope will 
strengthen our squad and we already have 3 pre-season 
friendlies lined up in August.  Our fi rst pre-season match 
kicks off on August 6th followed by two consecutive 
matches on 13th and 20th. The season is due to start 10th 
September.

We are always looking for new players to join our team. 
Players from all levels are welcome and it is a great 
opportunity to be part of a village team which not only 
enjoys football but also participates in social events thought 
the year.If you are interested in playing please contact me 
on 074764549009 or gary6570@btinternet.com

Gary Magee

Holybourne Veterans’ Football Club
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HOLYBOURNE VILLAGE HALL

Available for public hire, offering a
maximum capacity of 60 people, a fully-
fitted and equipped kitchen, toilet
facilities and full level access.
The hall is situated in the centre of the
village, just a few yards up Church Lane
from London Road.

HOURLY HIRE RATES
Holybourne Residents
Weekdays: £8.50
Weekends before 18:00 £10.00
Weekends after 18:00 £11.50
Non-Holybourne Residents
Weekdays: £10.00
Weekends before 18:00 £13.50
Weekends after 18:00 £18.00

BOOKING ENQUIRIES
Vickie Kemp
01420 549074 / 07737 369803
villagehall@holybourne.com

ONLINE HALL AVAILABILITY
www.holybourne.com
Select the ‘Village Hall’
Press “Click Here to Book”

The china, glass and cutlery in the kitchen are all included in the cost of the hire.
Hirers must ensure that the duration of their booking is sufficient for any setting up and clearing up. Free access to the hall cannot be given for this purpose.

The April Fools’ quiz night was very well-received, with many 
positive comments from the contestants and £519 raised towards 
the kitchen refurbishment fund. The Timothy Taylor Landlord 
real ale (kindly sponsored by The White Hart) quenched a lot 
of thirsts! Thanks to everyone who supported it and particular 
thanks to Tim, Vron and Vincent, our Glastonbury-based guests 
who set the questions, scored the answers and collected the 
answer sheets. Congratulations to Simple Minds, who won the 
wine-based prize for fi rst place, and well done to the Back 
Street Preachers and the Magnifi cent Seven who fi nished second 
and third respectively. It had been hoped to hold the next quiz 
on 30th September, and Tim enjoyed his evening so much he 
offered to run it again, but the trustees are really sorry to report 
that he lost his battle with cancer in early July so the September 
quiz will not now be going ahead. The trustees send sincere 
condolences to Tim’s family. 

Attendance at the village hall quiz has been falling in the last 
few years, perhaps due to ‘quiz fatigue’ – there are many more 
quizzes around now than when it started back in 2007. If anyone 
has any thoughts on this, or ideas for fundraising events that might 
have more mass appeal, please contact the trustees.

The Working Party on 22nd April was productive with many tasks 
completed - the exterior of the building and its surrounds were 
worked on by Mike, Janet and the two non-trustee volunteers, 
Caroline and Nick, to whom particular thanks. The fl owerbeds, 
pots, hanging baskets and troughs were all weeded, the water 
butt was re-seated and Caroline did an excellent job of recoating 
the porch pillars and Betty’s Bench in preparation for the summer. 

Vickie, Sue and Matt worked indoors on general tidying, 
maintenance and sprucing up of the main hall, the kitchen and 
the toilets.

The Annual General Meeting was held on 22nd June and the 
attendance – just fi ve people – was rather disappointing. It had 
been hoped that a couple of new trustees could be recruited to 
enhance the breadth of opinion and expertise on the committee 
(this is not a refl ection on the serving trustees), but sadly this 
was a missed opportunity. The serving trustees were re-elected 
en bloc, and all retain their existing responsibilities, although the 
WI user representative nomination is awaited to determine the 
fi nal composition of the 2017/18 committee. So, it’s very much 
‘business as usual’ and more of the same currently planned for 
the coming year.

By the time you read this, the new kitchen will have been 
delivered, with installation due to commence 31st July. The 
hall will be closed for two weeks while the work is completed, 
as obviously the water supply cannot be guaranteed for basic 
sanitation during this period and it is hoped that the new, 
modernised facilities will be ready for use on Monday 14th 
August.

For more information please ‘like’ the hall’s Facebook page, 
or check out the quarterly-ish Village Hall News Bulletins on 
the hall’s noticeboard.  If you’d like to fi nd out more about 
becoming a Trustee, or would like to be put on a mailing list 
for the occasional work party notifi cations, or have suggestions 
for fundraising please get in touch via the Facebook page or at 
villagehall@holybourne.com. See our advert below for details on 
the current hire rates and how to book the hall. 

Ben Kemp, Chairman 
Trustees of Holybourne Village Hall

Village Hall News
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It’s summer, apparently. 
We can tell this by the 
blackberries beginning 
to ripen, the children’s 
voices ringing out 
from playgrounds 
and back gardens, 
the tanned faces of 
friends returning from 
holidays. Not, sadly, 
by the heat. Or even 
the sunshine. But 
no matter, rainy days are 
reading days. And we have plenty to occupy you in this 
edition of the Holybourne and Neatham village magazine. 

In addition to our regular updates from Mill Cottage Farm – 
watch this space for news of baby donkeys – Treloar’s and 
the village schools, we have the latest on the Living Space 
Project at the church, alpacas at the Lawn, culinary delights 
at the White Hart and a chance to fi nd out more about 
Alton’s own 19th century world famous novelist, Jane 
Austen at the Curtis Museum. Speaking of writers, we are 
heavy on local culture this issue. Catch up on Holybourne 
Youth Theatre’s outstanding production of Alice’s 
Adventures in Wonderland; fi nd out how local councillor 
Glynis Watts became hooked on ballroom dancing in 
Alton; and Holybourne’s resident movie producer, Steve 
Milne, whets our appetites for a batch of forthcoming war 
fi lms.

There’s also a river walk with Dr June Chatfi eld, a roundup 
of the season’s sport and a chance to have your say in the 
naming of the ‘Barley Fields’ space.

New to this issue is a feature on one local family’s experience 
of living with autism. I’d like to thanks Kellie-Jane Cox for 
her honesty and bravery in coming to me with this moving 
story about her son, Henry. Are there any stories you, fellow 
Holybourners, think you could, or should, share with the 
village? We all benefi t from the experience of others. Please 
do get in touch if so, we’d be delighted to hear from you.

As ever, many thanks to all our wonderful contributors and 
to the businesses which advertise in the magazine. And 
to you, our readers. Do let us know your thoughts on all of 
the above and anything else on your mind. We’re back just 
before Christmas. Wishing you all a marvellous summer. 

Tessa Laughton, Editor

5 Holybourne Pre-School
7 Treloars
9 Eggar’s School
11 Andrews’ Endowed CE Junior School
13 Mill Cottage News
14 White Hart
15 Holybourne Singers & All That Jazz
 Holybourne WI
16 Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland
17 New Public Open Space: Have Your Say
18 Steve Milne
21 The Lawn
 Holybourne Village Association
22 Learning to live with Autism
25 Curtis Museum & Allen Gallery
 Roundabout proposal appeal dismissed
27 Have you caught the Strictly bug?
28 Living Space Project
29 From the Rectory
30 Our River (Alton Walking Festival)
31 Friends of Alton Station 
33 Holybourne Cricket Club
 Holybourne Veterans’ Football Club
34 Holybourne Village Hall
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Production Team
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Disclaimer
The Holybourne Village Magazine is self-funding and produced for general interest 
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being published (see above). Neither they, the Editor, nor Holybourne Village 
Association, accept any responsibility for losses arising from the use or misuse of 
any information contained herein.
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BBrewery Shop & Off Licence  
  ffff   DDraught beer to takeaway from 2pints upwards   

1150+ Craft Beers from all over the world                            

HHandpicked Selection of Wines and Spirits  

GGorilla Spirits——LLocally produced Gin  

Opening Times: Mon 9-5 / Tue-Fri 9-7 / Sat 10-5 / Sun Closed 

Triple fff Brewery , Magpie Works, Sta on Approach, Four Marks, Hampshire GU34 5HN 

                  Tel: 01420 561422  /  Email: retail@triplefff.com 
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TTimber & Sheet Materials 

Decorating Doors & Windows 

Bathrooms 

Ironmongery & Tools 

Building Materials 

Kitchens 

Plumbing & Heating 

Landscaping & Fencing 

Wood Floorin
g 

coom
ersltd 

Haslemere   |   Bordon   |   Oakhanger 
01428 643756             01420 477466             01420 473448 

coomers.co.uk 
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Quality Printing

Your partner in design

01252 314765 / 01252 330683

A Partnership
of Quality…

Quality Design

Parish & Church Magazines . Magazines . Newsletters
Brochures . Leaflets . Calendars . Postcards
Greeting Cards . Stationery . Banners . & More

Graphic Design . Page Layouts . Photo Editing
Text Editing . Content Management

Please get in touch if you would like us to
help you to make your community newsletter
or magazine make its mark.

info@imprintcolour.co.uk www.imprintcolour.co.uk

01420 594644 info@sl-design.co.uk www.sl-design.co.uk

Imprint Colour Limited,
Unit 3 Pegasus Court, North Lane,
Aldershot, Hampshire. GU12 4QP

Stephen Lewis Design Consultancy, 4 Archery Rise, Alton, Hampshire. GU34 1PG

…Made to Measure

Holybourne
Neatham

www.holybourne.com

& Village Magazine
£2 where sold
Delivered free to every house in Holybourne & Neatham Summer 2017

Strictly comes to AltonStrictly comes to Alton
Local help for autismLocal help for autism
Holybourne movie producer Holybourne movie producer 
Colourful Adventures in WonderlandColourful Adventures in Wonderland
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