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Brewery Shop & Off Licence 
 fff  Draught beer to takeaway from 2pints upwards  

150+ Craft Beers from all over the world                           

Handpicked Selection of Wines and Spirits 

Gorilla Spirits—Locally produced Gin 

Opening Times: Mon 9-5 / Tue-Fri 9-7 / Sat 10-5 / Sun Closed 

Triple fff Brewery , Magpie Works, Station Approach, Four Marks, Hampshire GU34 5HN 

                  Tel: 01420 561422  /  Email: retail@triplefff.com 
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As I write, spring couldn’t feel further away. Sub-zero 
temperatures have lasted until mid-March and, for the 
second time this year, snow covers our village, transforming 
it into an unseasonal winter wonderland. While many of us 
love every white second of it, we know there’s something 
menacing about it too. The change in the winds, the decline 
in bee numbers, the ferocious winter storms: surely this is 
climate change before our eyes? We also seem to be living 
through a period of dramatic, far-reaching transformation 
after which the world will never be the same.
Thankfully, as a village, we’re not doing too badly, as you’ll 
see in this issue. The updates from our excellent schools are 
jam-packed with news of renovations and improvements. 
Our farmer friends (who, incidentally are celebrating ten 
years of bringing their animals to visit children across the 
country) tell stories of interesting rescues they’ve enjoyed 
over the years. Our hosts at the White Hart also have a 
special announcement of their own. The village shop is 
constantly improving, while our local sports teams go from 
strength to strength. 
The interview this spring is with our local MP Damian Hinds 
who tells us about his promotion from Employment Minister 
to Secretary of State for Education. While managing a major 
role in the cabinet, he still keeps in regular touch with his 
constituents here in East Hampshire and explains in his own 
article the benefits of apprenticeships, as seen through the 
work of one local furniture-making company. Stressing the 
importance of a thriving local economy, he suggests that 
further training and ‘upskilling’ are vital for maintaining high 
employment and successful local businesses. 
As usual we have the latest from all our regular contributors: 
June Chatfield updates us on a planning application for 
access to the field above Lynch Hill hanger, the WI (now the 
Holybourne Honeys) explore hedgehogs and Holybourne’s 
history, and there’s news from the freshly re-roofed Village 
Hall. Most importantly at this time of year, we hear from 
the church. Rev’d Andrew Micklefield reminds us about 
the value of conviction in our beliefs while Helen Walters 
introduces Church@4. 
Little, it seems, to complain about here in Holybourne and 
Neatham. As long as you like snow. 
The team at the Holybourne and Neatham Village magazine 
wish all our readers a very happy and peaceful Easter. See 
you again in the summer. 
Tessa Laughton, Editor
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Holybourne Village Pre-School
Holybourne Village Hall, Church Lane, Holybourne, GU34 4HD

Welcoming children aged 2 years 6 months to 5 years

Nurturing and stimulating environment
Excellent links with Andrews’ Endowed Primary School
Full days, mornings or afternoons available
Wide range of activities, including weeklu French lessons
Funding available for all eligible children
Children from Alton and surrounding areas welcome

For all enquiries and to arrange a visit, contact Sue or Liane on
07748824942 or email holybournevillagepreschool@yahoo.co.uk

Call to arrange a
FREE initial

appointment

Charwell House, 16 Wilsom Road, Alton. GU34 2PP
jacqui@jcsolicitors.com www.jcsolicitors.com

In need of legal assistance?

Divorce and family matters . Wills and probate . Residential/commercial conveyancing
Employment matters . Contractual disputes . Company and commercial matters

Call our friendly team on 01420 544 273

We will guide and assist you with our fresh approach to legal services.
Straightforward, honest and jargon-free advice. Free home and site visits.
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It is hard to believe we are a quarter of the way into 2018, 
but there has already been lots going on. Thanks to fantastic 
local support we ended 2017 on a high, with our Christmas 
raffle raising £393 which means we will be able to buy 
much-needed outdoor storage for the pre-school. As you 
can see in the picture of Oscar with his prize envelopes, 
we were very lucky to have such fabulous prizes donated.
We are very excited that this year the Natural Cook Company, 
a mobile cookery school, will be joining us at the pre-
school, giving the children and parents an opportunity to 
prepare and cook a healthy picnic snack together. The best 
bit will be getting to eat what we have made at a picnic 
with friends and family.
We are very fortunate to have excellent links with Andrews’ 
Endowed CE Primary School, so the preschoolers were 
able to go on a special trip to see four piglets living there 
at the moment. The preschoolers saved the fruit peelings 
from their snacks and really enjoyed feeding them to the 
hungry piglets, who were just four months old. Later this 
month the children will also be attending an Easter craft 
morning with the reception class ‘acorns’. Last September 
16 of our 18 children moving on to ‘big school’ went to 
Andrews and we really feel these visits help their transition. 
The pre-schoolers commemorated World Book Day by 
bringing in their favourite books. We had classics such as 
Thomas the Tank engine and the not so classic, ‘50 things 
to do with Marmite’! It was great to see their love of books 
as they shared their favourite stories with their friends. 
They also had fun during Sport Relief, with lots of activities 
including an obstacle course, playing hide and seek and 
a disco. The children really got into the spirit of things, 
wearing their best disco outfits and sports gear, raising 
money with a sweepstake and a raffle to win an ‘ubercorn’.
The Easter bunny will be making a trip to the pre-school 
this term. What better way to celebrate Easter than having 
an Easter egg hunt at the Lawn, before heading back to 
preschool for a picnic. Parents and carers haven’t been 
left out, with the pre-school committee having organised 
several coffee mornings this year, providing an excellent 
opportunity for everyone to get to know each other and for 
the children to play.
With the admissions deadline for Hampshire primary 
schools now past, many of our parents and carers are 
eagerly awaiting 16th April to find out which school their 
child has been placed in. Now is also a great time to start 
thinking about pre-school places for September. To help 
you get a feel for the activities and support offered at 
Holybourne, we are holding an open day for children aged 
two and a half to four years on Thursday 24th May. Full days 
(9:00 – 3:00), mornings or afternoons are available and we 
are registered to accept government funding for all eligible 
two, three and four year olds. Please call 07748824942 to 
reserve your place or see our Facebook page for further 
details.

As the children are at the heart of everything we do, we 
thought it would be nice to get some feedback and ask 
them what they enjoy most at Holybourne Village Pre-
School. Ellie, aged three said “playing with my friends”,  
Esther aged two said “painting, I like painting.” Jacob, aged 
three, “I like books, I like to look at them, there’s lots”, and 
Hattie aged four said “butterflies, we had the caterpillars.”
We would like to take this opportunity to wish all of our 
families and the wider community a very Happy Easter.
Kate Gee  
Holybourne Village Pre-School committee
Holybourne Village Pre-School operates from Holybourne 
Village Hall and is open 9am-3pm on Mondays, Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays and 9am-12pm on Thursday and 
Friday. We accept children from 2.5 years and are taking 
applications. For enquiries please call Sue on 07748824942 
or email holybournevillagepreschool@yahoo.co.uk You 
can also find out more by liking us on Facebook.

Holybourne Village Pre-School
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Providing quality tuition in your local area.
English, History, French and German

- All ages and levels -

Alton Language Workshop

www.altonlanguageworkshop.org
info@altonlanguageworkshop.org

One of Alton’s oldest independent

KEMP & STEVENS
THORNE FAMILY

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS
93 High Street, Alton, Hampshire, GU34 1LG

01420 83177 (24 hours)

One of Alton’s oldest independent family run businesses serving
the local and surrounding community for generations.

Robin Thorne Dip FD LMBIFD

Gill Thorne Dip FD LMBIFD

Michael Thorne Dip FD LMBIFD

Geoff Thorne MBIE Dip FD LMBIFD

YOUR FRIENDLY,
COMMUNITY OPTICIANS

Come in now or call for an appointment

Ganders Barn | Ganders Business Park
Kingsley | GU35 9LU

Sight Testing

OCT Scans

Contact Lens Fitting & Supply

Minor Eye Conditions

Let Diet Put A
Spring In Your Step
25 April 2018 11.30am – 1.30pm
Froyle Village Hall GU34 4LG

Talk and lunch £20. Apply to Jo Mills
(joannamills@yahoo.com) for tickets.

Sarah  Zorab  has  very  generously  off  ered  to  share  her
expertise on nutrition and health in aid of Treloar’s.
Discover how to raise your energy levels, avoid the aft
ernoon slump and fi nd the foods that help to keep your gut
healthy. Aft er Sarah’s talk, we will produce a light lunch
using some of the foods Sarah has discussed.

CAN'T YOU DO
ANYTHING RIGHT ?

HOME COMPUTER SUPPORT & TUITION
" My PC Home Help ! "








Whether a Home or Small Business user.
I can Help with your PC Problems !

visit: www.myPChomehelp.co.uk

Friendly, Professional Support for PC, iMac & iPad

Computer Health Checks and Virus Removal

Hardware & Software Maintenance and Upgrades

Broadband Wired & Wireless Solutions and Setup

One to One Home Tuition for Users of All Abilities

Supply and Installation of PCs, iMacs and iPads

Contact Richard Siers
on Bentley (01420) 22844
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linking back to its founding in 1908 by the then Lord Mayor 
Sir William Purdie Treloar, and to thank those attending 
for their support. Visitors were given the opportunity 
to tour the campus and were able to visit classes in 
session, the specialist therapy rooms and the residential 
accommodation provided on the campus. The Lord Mayor 
and his party were also able to visit the remarkable Assistive 
Technology department which, through a special blend 
of technology and engineering, enables the students to 
access their learning and live more independently. During 
2017, the department fulfilled 1,815 service requests to 
enhance and adapt various technologies to improve lives.  

St Swithun’s Way Walk and Run
Our popular annual St Swithun’s Way Walk and Run takes 
place on Sunday 29th April. You can choose to walk or 
run the five or ten miles along Hampshire’s most beautiful 
countryside paths. It’s a fantastic day out for the whole 
family and a great way to help raise much needed funds 
for Treloar’s. To find out more or to book your place please 
contact Catherine on 01420 547447, email catherine.
bristow@treloar.org.uk or visit www.treloarevents.org.uk.

Plant Sale
Celebrate the arrival of spring with the opportunity to buy 
plants at the annual Friends of Treloar’s Plant Sale, which 
will take place at Treloar’s on Saturday 12th May between 
10.00am and 12.30pm. The free event is a great chance to 
buy lots of bargain plants and to visit our delicious cake 
stand and raffle stalls so please do come along.

Night of Live Music
Join us on Thursday 14th June for a relaxed night of live 
music with 8-piece Celtic band HeadNorth. Bring your own 
picnic and dance the night away at our stunning venue in 
Dippenhall, Surrey. Tickets are £30 per person - to book 
or for more information please contact Catherine Bristow, 
details as above. 
Carolyne Warne   carolyn.warne@treloar.org.uk

Treloar School rated as 
Outstanding, again
In mid-January OFSTED visited Treloar School 
to inspect our educational provision. We have 
been notified that we have received an overall 
effectiveness rating of ‘outstanding’, with 
‘outstanding’ ratings in all categories except our 
early years provision, which received a ‘good’. 
We are very excited by this as it adds to the 
‘outstanding’ ratings given us by the Care Quality 
Commission and Ofsted in 2017.

Lord Mayor of London visits
On Monday 5th February Treloar’s students and staff 
were delighted to welcome the Lord Mayor of London, 
Alderman Charles Bowman and The Lady Mayoress, 
Mrs Samantha Bowman, to the campus in Holybourne. 
Accompanying the Lord Mayor was Sheriff Tim Hailes JP 
as well as Masters, Prime Wardens and Deputy Masters of 
50 Livery Companies, doubling last year’s attendees. This 
annual visit is an opportunity to celebrate Treloar’s heritage, 

Treloar School 
& College

Andre, Treloar School student

Lord Mayor of London, Alderman Charles Bowman and The 
Lady Mayoress, Mrs Samantha Bowman



8 Spring 2018 www.holybourne.comHolybourne
Neatham& Village Magazine

Eggar’s
School

Damian Hinds attends  
National Careers Week 2018
Despite his promotion to Education 
Secretary, our local MP Damian Hinds 
made time in his busy schedule to 
come back to Eggar’s for this year’s 
National Careers Week (5-9 March). 
We were delighted to welcome him 
for his really informative presentation 
and Q&A session. The National Careers 
Week brought together students, local 
employers and advisers through careers 
activities. It was the perfect platform to 
advise and inspire the next generation as 

they enter the world of work.  

Modern answer to school 
dining hall
It has long been on Eggar’s wish list to have a new refectory 
at the school providing a clean, modern and bespoke 
environment for the students to enjoy their meals on site. 
Now the months of planning and fundraising are nearing 
an end.
Everyone has been amazed at just how quickly the new 
building has taken shape this term. It has been only a 
matter of weeks, from clearing an area on site to having the 
structure in place. In fact, the building itself was erected in 
only 11 days!  Inside, the refectory is already looking great 
and it will include a new modern and bespoke kitchen. 
There will be two identical serving areas so students can 
get their food more quickly. They will also be able to have 
their pick from two salad bars, just part of the healthy 
approach to meals that the school encourages. 
Take a look at the refectory’s early construction in this time 
lapse video:  www.youtube.com/watch?v=-vYO7RVuFvE

Damian Hinds MP being interviewed during his visit

Head Teacher, Patrick Sullivan, 
standing by the new refectory 
as it takes shape

New addition to school sports facilities
We are also delighted that EHDC has approved a state of 
the art synthetic pitch at Eggar’s. It will be located on the 
grassed playing fields on the main school sports field site 
and will have floodlights for evening use. We have been 
working in partnership with Alton Hockey Club, to expand 
the provision for hockey both at the school and locally. 
The pitch will be available for weekend sport and training 
sessions and there have been many expressions of interest 
to use the facility, including Alton College, Alton Rugby 
Club and Holybourne Cricket Club. 
“The pitch will be a fantastic asset for the whole community, 
providing all year round sporting facilities and curriculum 
enhancing opportunities,” said Head Teacher Mr Sullivan.”It 
will support engagement in sport, not only in our own 
school community, which includes our visiting primary 

schools, but will deliver a complete 
local package for all sports and 
abilities”.

Open Events 2018
There will be three open mornings 
in July for everyone to come and 
look around the school and chat to 
teachers and current students. 
Thursday 12 July 09:15 – 12:00 
Friday 13 July 09:15 – 12:00 
Saturday 14 July 10:00 – 12:00
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Are you in this picture?

Great performance at  
Rock Challenge 2018
In February, Eggar’s  went to Southampton Guildhall to 
compete in the annual dance competition, Rock Challenge. 
The students had been working since September on their 
routine. Their concept was based on Christine Granville, an 
inspirational Polish heroine who was a spy for the Special 
Operations Executive or SOE, more commonly known as 
Churchill’s Secret Army, during World War Two.
The students gave an incredible performance, and with 
over 100 contributing and attending on the day, it was a 

fantastic team effort. We were placed in the top four, with the 
judges commenting on the excellent characterisation and 
the use of different dance styles. We were also rewarded 
with seven additional awards including concept, drama 
and performers’ choice (awarded by the other schools for 
their favourite performance).

From aspirational students to 
inspirational alumni...

Calling all past students! Did 
you go to Eggar’s? Perhaps you 
recognise yourself in this school 
photo from the 1970s? The Eggar’s 
School Alumni Association (ESAA) 
aims to keep everyone in touch, 
to share experiences, and to 
highlight how Eggar’s shapes its 
students’ future lives. We hope to 
connect or reconnect our former 
students with news and regular 
events. Visit our Alumni page:  
www.eggars.net/alumni

For further information about 
Eggar’s see:  
www.eggars.net    01420 541194
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We have expanded to fulfil our customers needs

• Servicing
• Air conditioning servicing and re-gas
• Main dealer standard fault diagnostic equipment
• Brakes
• Cam-belts
• Tyres & wipers
• Exhausts
• Batteries

• Clutches
• All makes & models  undertaken
• Free courtesy car
• VW Kombi van specialist

01420 474541
www.brandautos.co.uk | enquiries@brandautos.co.uk

8 Kingsley Business Park, Kingsley, Hampshire, GU35 9LY

01420 82288 www.tccdirect.co.uk
165 London Road, Holybourne, Alton, Hampshire, GU34 4HA

Multiple discounts for Holybourne residents
and competitive servicing and repairs on all
makes and models. Servicing, MOT station,
repairs & valeting by our fully-trained staff.
* Terms & Conditions Apply

The ALLGRIP 4WD* system reacts to any terrain and the Radar Brake
Support** senses other vehicles on the road and brakes automatically if
necessary. There's also a voice-controlled audio and navigation system***
Ordinary it isn't.

They say you can't improve on perfection. But they haven't met the
all-new Swift. It looks like a dream and handles like one too. With
fresh and dynamic style, fun built in at every level and serious
performance beneath the bonnet, the all-new Swift is a truly special
car. *Subject to terms and conditions.

You want a car with style as powerful as
its engine. The Ignis has classic sleek
and bold Suzuki SUV looks, with a unique
one-of-a-kind design. It's easy to make it
your own with the option to personalise
the colour of everything from your interior
door handles to the front grille. And with
its full-bodied bonnet that flows over the
sides, it's a style statement like no other.
*1 year’s free insurance and 3 years servicing available,
subject to terms and conditions.

*optional extra on SZ5 models and standard on S models. **SZ5 and S models only.
***SZ-T, SZ5 and S models only.

0% APR NO DEPOSITSUZUKI IGNIS

APR0%
NO DEPOSIT

THE SUZUKI VITARA
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It shouldn’t happen to a smallholder, 
part 2
Last issue we left you with a couple of stories that shouldn’t 
have happened to a smallholder. This time we have some 
more tales of crazy happenings since we started the mobile 
farm. Once, when we had the sheep grazing somebody’s 
rather large garden in East Worldham, we went to check 
them as usual on Sunday morning and they were nowhere 
to be seen. How could 40 sheep have disappeared into 
thin air? The owners were away so it was no use asking 
them. Eventually we managed to trace the trail of sheep 
poo out of the drive, down East Worldham Hill and along a 
track. We finally found them secure in somebody’s vineyard 
where they had been herded after turning up on a stranger’s 
doorstep. Many thanks to the mystery shepherd who took 
control that day.
When we first started the mobile farm we had yet to learn 
the maxim “always have a spare”. Breaking down in the New 
Forest without a spare tyre, carrying the only key to our field 
gate made for a rather stressful day. The AA could not get 
hold of a spare trailer wheel and were happy to relay the 
trailer home, but not with any animals inside. We therefore 
had to drive a second trailer down to the New Forest to 
collect the animals. As the only key to the field where the 
trailer was kept was in the New Forest, the animal recovery 
team had to cut the fence and drive through the hole to get 
the trailer out. To add to our woes the AA first sent out a flat 
bed too small for our trailer and then when they did get the 
right size, the driver had to stop for a rest at Rownhams. The 
trailer finally arrived back home at 10pm.
We have also found to our cost that although four wheel 
drive vehicles are good for off-roading, they are not 
invincible. Add a 12ft, 2.5t tonne trailer and floating is not 
an option. Although we usually walk the ground first, every 
now and then our confidence in our driving ability and 
the capabilities of the vehicle gets the better of us. This 
occurred when we visited a Children’s Centre in Tongham. 
We managed to drive on to the field quite a distance 
before sinking to the axels in mud. We were too far from 
the concrete playground for our ropes to reach and too 
heavy with car and trailer together to avoid snapping them. 
After unhitching and abandoning the trailer and searching 
the whole of Surrey, we managed to find somebody with 
a strong enough rope to pull us out. We now carry heavy 
duty, extra long ropes, just in case! 
You would have thought most of our mishaps were vehicle 
related judging from the above, but occasionally we try a 
few magic tricks with the animals, just to see how switched 
on our young audience is. On one such occasion our bottle 
fed lamb was being enthusiastically restrained by our staff 
member to avoid it inhaling the bottle as well as drinking 
the milk. In order to avoid the dreaded flystrike, we dock 
our lambs’ tails using a rubber ring. After a couple of weeks 

with the ring on, the tail gets a bit delicate. The face of the 
staff member was a picture as she skilfully but accidently 
detached the lamb’s tail in front of 30 schoolchildren. 
However, the look of relief was even better as the tail 
slipped effortlessly up her sleeve without any of the class 
noticing! The only thing she didn’t manage to do was to 
reattach it in the next move. We almost split our sides 
laughing.
One school in Chandlers Ford has made us famous for the 
mystery of the disappearing turkey. It wasn’t even very close 
to Christmas, but our turkey suddenly spread her wings and 
launched herself over the 15ft high fence into a thicket of 
brambles and hawthorn, never to be seen again despite 
numerous beating parties in the thicket to flush her out. 
When we returned after a few days to search again, in vain, 
for the turkey, we were duly presented with a pheasant by 
the site manager as a consolation prize.
All jobs have their perks I suppose but ours is never dull. 
The last ten years have been full of interesting happenings 
with children and animals and we are sure that we haven’t 
seen the last of the surprises, some more pleaseant than 
others!
Tom and Sarah Main  www.mcfe.org.uk

Mill Cottage News

Turkey surprise! (by Hollie Joseph)
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If You Need:
Transport for Doctor & Hospital Appointments

Collection of Prescriptions - Shopping
or just a Friendly Ear

New drivers are always required
Please call us if you can help,
even if in a very small way.

Mileage paid if required

Contact us on:
01420 89418

Holybourne
Care Group

WE ARE HERE TO HELP

Brendoncare Alton – 
nursing and dementia care 
a warm and safe environment

Purpose-built property with a home-from-home feel and accessible gardens 

Kindness, care, choice 
and community

                  
                  

Rated  

GOOD  
by the  

Care Quality  

Commission

Brendoncare Alton
Adams Way, Alton, GU34 2UU
www.brendoncare.org.uk Registered charity

no. 326508

Visitors are always welcome to look 
around the home and meet our team
For more information,  

01420 549797
or email 

 

alton@brendoncare.org.uk
please call us on 

Organic Beef , Lamb & Pork  
Meat Boxes from £59,  

Fresh ‘Artisan’ Bread, Fruit+Veg   
Local Hampshire produce 

EASTER EGG HUNT 31st March 10-4 FREE 
Farm trails, walks + hot drinks, cakes! 

Farm Shop & Cafe 

Tel/Fax 0142022331 
Open: Wed– Sat 9am-5pm 
 Isington Nr. Alton GU34 4PN 

WWW.MILLFARMORGANIC.COM 
Follow us  
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Christmas fair
Alan Titchmarsh was the guest of honour at The Lawn‘s 
Christmas fair. Residents, staff and guests were thrilled to 
see Alan as he spent time chatting and browsing the stalls.
The home welcomed relatives, friends and members of the 
local community to the Christmas fair where, in addition 
to the many stalls, there was festive entertainment and 
refreshments including mulled wine and mince pies. The 
event very well attended this year and enjoyed by all.
The team at The Lawn would like to thank Alan Titchmarsh 
for joining us, and all those who came along.

Teddies sets up home at The Lawn
Holybourne toddler group, Teddies, has set up base in The 
Lawn care home. Due to refurbishment of their usual venue, 

Memories of Fishers
Derek McPherson remembers spending time after 
World War II with his grandparents at the cottage 
behind Fishers House, now part of Complins estate.

My grandfather, Alfred Osgood, had just 
retired from the gasworks at Bordon where 
he had been the caretaker, and was given 
the cottage attached to the rear of Fishers 
House at the old Complins Brewery site. 
He moved there in about 1947 and I used 
to go over every day. The cottage was an 
awful place. There were stairs going up to 
one big bedroom and one small bedroom 
on the left hand side. Inside there were 
crickets. When my grandfather lit the fire 
you should have heard my grandmother, 
Alice Mary, shout: “oh my goodness”, 
because of all the crickets in the hearth. 
How they lived with it I don’t know. I think 
they lived there for three or four years 
while my grandfather was the caretaker of 

the site, then they moved to Parkhurst Road. 
Grandfather had the pig farm on the right behind the house, 
and he used to have a cockerel that chased us. There was 
a big greenhouse where I used to help him. It was so hot 
in there we used to grow tomatoes, using cows’ muck in 
water for fertiliser. I also helped when he cut the lawn. One 
day I pushed the fork into a pile of grass cuttings and it 
went into his foot. He nearly killed me. He used to be the 
gardener at The Queens along the road as well, and cut all 
the lawns in his spare time.
There were two drives up to the house, one to the back 
where my grandfather lived and to the empty brewery 
outbuildings, and one going up to the main house. There 
was a dump on the left of the buildings up by the barn 

the Church of Holy Rood, the group under-fives had to find 
somewhere else to hold their weekly get-togethers. Each 
Thursday morning, the group sets up in the dining room and 
enjoys playing with toys, singing nursery rhymes, getting 
active with crafts and listening to a bible story. Residents of 
The Lawn have been delighted to sit watching the children 
play or chatting to them and their parents.
Amanda Fletcher, Friends of the Elderly  
07484 516 357  amanda.fletcher@fote.org.uk

News from The Lawn

From the Archives

where we found a couple of old fashioned bottles. I think 
the buildings to the left of the drive were stables.
This was the time before the conversion of the house and 
Nissan huts into accommodation. The house was empty but 
there were still mirrors on the walls. I remember Mylwards, 
the builders, being there to do the work (c.1950). 
[The house was converted into five flats.] I remember the 
flats so well, I can tell you the names of the first four families 
to live there. The first were the Abrahams and their son 
Derek on the ground floor left hand flat, with the Whites, 
and their son Brian, in the flat above them. The Beeches 
were on the very top floor. On the ground floor in the right 
hand flat was Jack Urrey, he was a painter and decorator. 
The Abrahams had a motorbike and sidecar and Eric White 
had a car because he was a salesman.
I remember the big paintings on the back walls of the living 
rooms, especially in the flats where the Abrahams and the 
Whites were, a massive wall of beautiful painting. I can’t 
remember for the life of me what they were of, though I 
have a recollection of great big fat babies, like cherubs. It’s 
supposed that a German must have painted them.
I remember the old Nissan hut where the Holybourne 
Theatre is now. I used to pinch the key from my grandfather 
and we used to go in and play on the stage, all six of us 
sisters and brothers. We’d put on a play. There was always 
a damp smell in there. 
I used to enjoy it down there, we used to play all over the 
fields and walk the back way into Anstey Park, along the 
path across the back of the pub. I was only young then, 
granddad must have been about 65. He died around 1963.
Edited by Linda Habberfield
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Tel: 01420 87654 whitehart@holybourne.com 139 London Road, Holybourne, Alton, Hampshire. GU34 4EY

Mon-Sat
8am - 11pm

Sun
8am - 10.30pm

FOOD

Mon-Fri
8am-3pm / 5 - 9pm

Sat  8am - 9pm

Sun 8am - 8pm

As we write this it seems that spring is just around the 
corner and at the White Hart we can’t wait for the death 
grip of winter to leave us. Spring is a time of rejuvenation, 
of new beginnings and, of course, of gardens. 
On the topic of new beginnings, a new head chef joins 
the team at the pub, bringing a wealth of ideas and 
enthusiasm to the role. Also, for those of you who haven’t 
been in recently, we were married in Jamaica in February. 
This means, of course, that Lorne picked the brains of every 
chef he bumped into, so expect to see some Caribbean 
influences on the menu soon. 
So what will we rejuvenate at The White Hart for spring? 
Well quite a lot actually, as we want to give you more 
reason than ever to escape to the pub for a treat, a catch 
up with friends and family, or any occasion that we can 
help to make special. Lorne will be spending a lot more 
time in the kitchen as we look to reinvigorate the menu and 
really focus on seasonality which, along with provenance, 
is a key ingredient for us. We will also be introducing a few 
new local suppliers to showcase the best of Hampshire 
produce. All this means that for spring you will see some 
great dishes added to the menu that will be perfect for 
enjoying in the garden.  
Our wine list is undergoing a revamp at the moment as 
well, so keep an eye out for a wine tasting event where you 

On behalf of the village, we at the 
Holybourne and Neatham Village 
magazine would like to wish Mr and Mrs 
Lorne Robertson many congratulations 
on their recent marriage. Our favourite 
publicans were wed on the beach in 
Jamaica at sunset on 27th February. 
They exchanged their vows to the strains of Bob Marley, 
and followed the ceremony with a candlelit dinner on the 
beach. We wish them love and happiness as they embark 
on the next, and best, part of their adventure together.

The White Hart will be able to sample some of our new wines with the 
new menu. This will be held towards the end of April to 
coincide with the launch of our spring and summer menu. 
The date that will be on our website and Facebook page.  
The garden will be getting a little ‘TLC’ and a spruce up, 
and a few new tables and brollies have been ordered to 
help you relax on a sunny day. We have a few great events 
planned for the spring and summer, so again keep an eye 
on the website and Facebook for more details.  We will 
see the return of Key Lime Pi, Morris Dancers, our annual 
summer party Hart Fest, along with a few BBQs including 
one for the royal wedding. So yes, the bunting will be out 
and the victoria sponge will be at hand!  
As ever, there’s lots going on at the pub. We look forward 
to seeing all of you over the coming months and thank you 
again for all of your support.
Lorne, Carey, Daisy and the White Hart team
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a bridge engineer and a 
railway engineer in our group, 
so we have the best chance 
of reaching the most cost-
effective solution, whilst also 
doing our very best to restore 
the footbridge back to its 
former glory.
The main issue for us is raising 
funds - the perennial problem 
for all organisations. We need 
people who can help with 
applying for funds, writing 
to potential large donors 
and corporate sponsors, 
and people to help with the 
marketing. Crowd funding is 
one option, and another is the 
Heritage Lottery Fund. If there 
is anyone with experience in 
these fields, we would be 
glad to hear from you.
Stephen Lewis, Chair of Friends of Alton Station  
www.Fr iendsOfAltonStat ion.org.uk

2018 began with a brand new name and an exciting 
programme of events. Holybourne WI is no more. To reflect 
our new look and zest for life we have been transformed 
into Holybourne Honeys WI. We are a relatively small group 
but with big ideas.
So far this year, we have welcomed new faces as well as 
returning members. A visit from Hart Wildlife Rescue in 
January inspired us to create hedgehog friendly spaces in 
our gardens, after hearing about the decline in numbers in 
our countryside.
In February we had a fascinating evening exploring 
Holybourne’s rich history with pictures and displays from 
Holybourne archives. Linda Habberfield was on hand to 
answer questions. Members and visitors enjoyed stepping 
back in time for an evening while tucking into homemade 
cakes.
The use of our fantastic village hall gives us a great space 
to hold our meetings, with themes this year ranging from 
Flamenco dancing, craft, music and foodie evenings to 
learning about adventurous and interesting people.
Look out for our posters on the new village noticeboard, 
outside the post office, advertising events coming up this 
year. New members of all ages are always welcome.
Sharon Buckle & Wendy Ostler 
holybournewi@gmail.com

Holybourne Honeys WI

Original bridge framing on show

Linda Habberfield with her display of information

Homemade cakes - having your cakes and eating them!

Friends of Alton Station
There have been complaints that there has been a silence 
from FAS, and some are wondering if it has failed. The 
answer is that we are still going strong, and the reason it’s 
not in your face is that things are moving so slowly that we 
never seem to reach the point where we feel that we have 
something significant to say.
Last year we failed to register as a charity, so we have 
taken advice and are now in the process of applying 
for a ‘foundation’ trust CIO (Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation). The charity will deal with all the aspects 
related to the footbridge, leaving Friends of Alton Station 
as it is, an unincorporated membership association.
The engineers in our team of volunteers are due to meet with 
representatives of Network Rail in April to look in detail at 
their proposals for removing the footbridge in October. We 
are hoping that we will be able to identify ways to reduce 
the costs for the removal stage.
We have recently looked at one site we were considering 
for locating the central section of the footbridge, but we 
realised that the preparation costs could be significant. 
As a result, we are now considering dismantling the 
bridge section into pieces to allow it to be transported 
elsewhere for repairs. We are lucky to have a timber expert, 
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Luminosa
Luminosa (formerly Holybourne Singers) will be performing 
in Alresford on Saturday 12th May at 7.30pm. The Programme 
includes works by Vierne and Rutter, as well as Faure and 
Durufle and will feature the Luminosa Chamber Choir as 
well as Luminosa. 
Look out for a chamber choir concert in Holybourne Church 
on Saturday 23rd June – a varied programme of music – 
commencing at 7.30pm. 
For both concerts tickets are available from:  
boxoffice@luminosamusic.com
Further information can be found on our website:  
www.luminosamusic.com
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When Damian Hinds was promoted to Secretary of State 
for Education in January this year, his heavy workload 
became even more demanding. But the former 
Employment Minister hasn’t forgotten his constituents here 
in East Hampshire and, he tells Tessa Laughton, continues 
to focus on key local issues such as affordable housing and 
skills training. 
How and when did you become involved in politics?
I have always had an interest in politics and joined the 
Conservative party aged 17, before studying Philosophy, Politics 
and Economics at university.  I only started working in politics 
when I was elected in 2010, having spent 19 years working in the 
private sector. 

Did you always have political ambitions?
No. In my 20s I was focused on other things, although I continued 
to campaign for the party during that time.    

You had an earlier career in business, how useful was that 
in preparation for your political role?
My experience of working for a number of different organisations 
in a range of sectors has been invaluable to my role as an MP. 
Working and building a career outside of politics has given me 
first-hand experience of many of the issues faced by businesses, 
and that helps when I meet the people running enterprises across 
East Hampshire.

How did your election to the constituency of East 
Hampshire come about? Do you have any connections to 
the area? 
I was fortunate to become the Conservative candidate for East 
Hampshire, following the retirement of Michael Mates, and was 
elected in 2010. My wife, Jacqui, was brought up nearby.

Now that you are Secretary of State for Education, will you 
be able to spend as much time in your constituency as you 
previously did? 
When you become a minister, you add a very big job and a 
heavy responsibility to what is already a very big job and heavy 
responsibility.  You have to adjust. Friday is still my main day for 

attending local events and meetings, including the bi-weekly 
surgeries I hold at different locations across East Hampshire, and 
these are as important and valuable as ever. 

What do you see as the key issues affecting our area at 
the moment? 
For areas like ours it is important to ensure we can continue to 
have a vibrant local economy, in Alton and our other market 
towns, and fantastic villages like Holybourne.

East Hampshire is fortunate to have a high employment rate but I 
know that means many local businesses find it hard to recruit the 
talent they need. There is more to be done to help employers 
train up existing staff but also to help them find talent amongst 
groups they may not have considered, such as older workers and 
those from disadvantaged backgrounds.  The apprenticeships 
programme is a big opportunity.

The relatively high cost of housing locally is an issue for many, so 
there is a need to support the development of more affordable 
housing and help more people to move into home ownership.

Whitehill & Bordon is undergoing an extraordinary transformation, 
and with the new Future Skills Centre, Business Innovation hub, 
new housing and town centre development, there is a real 
opportunity for long term growth in the area.

You’ve taken on a very challenging portfolio. You’ve 
already announced a review of university finance, what’s 

next on your agenda?
We’ve made great progress in raising standards 
in our schools, but there is more to be done to 
make sure people have the chance to learn and 
upskill throughout their lives with high-quality 
degrees, apprenticeships and other technical 
and vocational qualifications.

We have a hardworking and incredibly talented 
generation of teachers and we need to make sure 
that we recruit and retain the best people in the 
profession. Managing workload is a frustration for 
many teachers and I am determined to redouble 
efforts in that area.  

You served on the Education Select 
Committee between 2010 and 2012. What 
did that involve? 
It was a privilege to be a part of the Education 
Select Committee and it gave me a great insight 
into the wide range of aspects that impact 

Damian delivers his opening speech at Education World Forum

Damian visiting Parker Hannifin in Alton and three apprentices 
 - Matthew, Alastair and Louise - who are working with the company

Damian Hinds MP
Q&A



19www.holybourne.com Spring 2018 Holybourne
Neatham& Village Magazine

education, including government policy, funding, regulation and 
exam standards to name a few. As with all Select Committees, 
it has cross-party representation, so there is a good and robust 
exchange of views during the sessions and when determining 
recommendations, with great co-operative cross-party working, 
to a degree that might surprise many people. 

Would you say that education has always been a keen 
interest for you? 
Yes. I have always been passionate about education and the role 
it plays in helping people to realise their potential. And I don’t 
just mean primary and secondary school education; we need 
to encourage people of all ages to develop the skills that the 
economy needs now and in the future.  

You have children of your own, what changes would 
you like to see implemented during the course of their 
education? 
Yes, I have three children of primary school age. Much great work 
has been done and thanks to the hard work of teachers we now 
have 1.9m more children in good or outstanding schools. We 
need to continue to build on that.

It’s difficult to avoid the subject of Brexit. Whichever side 
you’re on, isn’t the rancour of the debate tiresome? How 
do you get past that?
I don’t think about sides. We had a referendum, the result was 
clear and it is now up to everyone in public policy to focus on 
getting the best Brexit deal for Britain. The level of debate and 
scrutiny is an important part of our parliamentary democracy, and 
will help determine how best to respect the decision made by 
the electorate in June 2016. 

You’ve been tipped by various sources to be the next 
leader of the Conservatives. Are you going to be Prime 
Minister? 
I am delighted to be Education Secretary and very grateful for the 
opportunity to do this job, which I will strive to do to the best 
of my ability, alongside striving to represent the people of East 
Hampshire in the best way I can.

Edward Barnsley visit 
March 2018

Answering students’ questions at Eggar’s School Careers Week

Legacy of
Edward Barnsley
One of the privileges of being Education Secretary is that I’m able to 
use a beautiful set of mahogany furniture in the office, made by the 
Edward Barnsley Workshop, based in East Hampshire.

Commissioned in 1960 by the then Minister of Education, David 
Eccles, the suite was handmade by their team of expert craftsmen, 
and I was delighted to welcome designer/manager, James Ryan, 
and four other members of staff to the Department for Education 
recently, to celebrate the brilliant work done by the workshop. 

Son of a furniture maker, Edward Barnsley attended Bedales School, 
before training with Geoffrey Lupton in Froxfield and later taking over 
his workshop in 1923. And after a distinguished career, his legacy 
continues today through the support of the educational trust set up 
in his name, ensuring his knowledge and skills are still being passed 
on to today’s generation of craftsmen.

Since it was National Apprenticeship Week just a couple of weeks 
ago - and all of the furniture makers at the workshop complete a 
unique Barnsley Furniture Making Apprenticeship - the visit also 
gave us the opportunity to highlight the positive impact that 
apprenticeships have on individuals, businesses, local communities 
and the wider economy.

Now in its eleventh year, National Apprenticeship Week shines a 
light on the wide range of opportunities on offer for people to earn 
and learn, and celebrates the contribution made by apprentices up 
and down the country.

Although still associated particularly with young people, 
apprenticeships in England are open to anyone over the age of 16 
and not in full time education. That means that someone in their 
teens, 20s, 30s, 40s, 50s or beyond can take on an apprenticeship 
and learn new skills while working. 

Less well-known is the fact that employers can offer apprenticeships 
to existing staff, which is often a great way to build skills within the 
company without the need to recruit from outside.

And for those who would like to pursue a higher level of academic 
study, there are also degree apprenticeships, during which people 
combine work with regular time at an appropriate university or 
college.

Edward Barnsley is just one local company that offers apprenticeships 
– taking on two or three each year - but there are others, and extra 
support and guidance is available through the apprenticeship 
scheme offered by East Hampshire District Council.

With record employment levels – and a record number of vacancies 
– we need to ensure we have a workforce with the necessary skills 
to benefit from these opportunities and to help secure our longer 
term economic growth.

I would encourage anyone who is looking for work, considering a 
change of job, or in employment but keen to develop new skills, to 
consider the value that an apprenticeship can offer. 

Damian Hinds, MP for East Hampshire
www.gov.uk/topic/further-education-skills/apprenticeships  
www.easthants.gov.uk/apprenticeships
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MIKE GARWOOD
AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERS

T: 01420 84458    F: 01420 88594 www.mikegarwoodltd.co.uk
Shelleys Barn, Shelleys Lane, East Worldham, Alton, Hampshire, GU34 3AQ

Generators 1-120KVA

ATVs & Mules

Deisel Engines
Collection or Mulching systems

Electic, battery & petrol:
Chainsaws, Blowers,
Strimmers, Shredders,
Hedgecutters

HIGHLY EXPERIENCED AND QUALIFIED 

TREE SURGEONS 
£5 MILLION PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE

01420 85199     info@crosscourtservices.com     crosscourts.co.uk

TREE SURGERY
TENNIS COURT MAINTENANCE

HEDGE CUTTING
LANDSCAPING SERVICES

LOG SALES

Based in Holybourne, Alton
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of 30 and so I would ask that if anyone else would be keen 
to join us, they contact me via jerrymjj@tiscali.co.uk and I 
will go ahead and organise the trip. I’d propose that it takes 
place during the week, early in the summer term.
As everyone must be aware, this year marks the centenary 
of the signing of the armistice and the end of hostilities. 
A wander around the village and in particular the church 
and the war memorial situated opposite the junction of 
Howards Lane and London Road, shows how great was 
the involvement of the people  of Holybourne. In addition 
to the men who served and died, I have always believed 
that those left behind to worry and ultimately mourn had 
a terrible time too. The great English poet, John Milton, 
observed hundreds of years ago that, ‘They also serve 
who only stand and wait.’ How terrible it must have 
been with daily reports of carnage on the Western Front, 
just two hundred miles away, for those who had loved 
ones involved in the war. How terrible too for those that 
returned to life in the village when they saw families of 
those that had died. The collective guilt, grief and torment 
is something that we might struggle to cope with.
For these and a host of other reasons I am repeating my 
invitation to anyone who wants to join us. We will be 
visiting famous sites and also leaving the beaten track to go 
to places that are moving beyond comprehension. Get in 
touch. Let’s make a pilgrimage from Holybourne.
Jerry Janes

First World War Battlefields trip
Deadline approaching to register 
your interest
Following the publication of my article in the last issue 
of the village magazine, proposing a trip for adults to the 
First World War sites in France and Belgium, I received 
expressions of interest from about 15 people. My plan 
would be to spend two days touring the sites around Ypres 
on the first day and the Somme, based from Arras on the 
second, with an overnight stay in a hotel in the intervening 
night. The likely cost per person will be around £50.
In order to make the trip viable we need to have a group 

The Menin Gate Memorial to the Missing in Ypres, Belgium

The Last Post ceremony at the Menin Gate
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Holybourne Shop
& Post Office
Despite the chilly wind, it feels like spring is finally on 
the way with little glimpses of snowdrops and other 
spring flowers peeking through. We are looking forward 
to the lighter mornings and evenings and enjoying all the 
wonderful seasonal produce that is on our doorstep and 
which we will be stocking in the shop.
It seems like a long time since Christmas which was a 
particularly busy time for us, ordering turkeys and geese, 
hams and other meats from our butcher, Soles of Alresford. 
We look forward to introducing more produce such as 
game, different variations of sausages and pies so watch 
this space (and the chiller cabinet). Over the season 
we held several events both externally and at the shop, 
which were very well received. We’re planning to hold 
more events during 2018, to which everyone is invited. 
There will be various ‘pop-up’ events happening too so 
make sure you keep up to date with our Facebook page, 
holybourneshopandpostoffice.
Later opening times  
We are pleased to announce that we are now open until 
8pm on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday evenings and 
have introduced a special Friday night offer of 10% off 
wine and COOK meals. We will be monitoring the success 
of the later opening hours and may extend this to other 
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weeknights, as well as longer hours on Sundays depending 
on popularity. We can also deliver COOK food if you live 
within a 10 mile radius of Holybourne.
Hot food cabinet/fresh sandwiches  
Another new feature in the shop is our fantastic hot food 
cabinet. This has enabled us to extend our savoury range 
to include pies, vegetable slices, hand-held rolled pizza, 
sausage rolls and much more. Don’t forget we also make 
fresh sandwiches and baguettes each day, which are 
proving to be very popular. We plan to extend this over the 
summer to include salads, fruit bowls and more to meet 
seasonal demand.
Competition time  
We would love it if the local children (or adults!) would 
design and make an Easter Bonnet for Stanley to wear on 
Easter Monday. You can use any materials you like, and the 
winner will receive a special prize.
Calendar pictures wanted  
We will soon be building a portfolio of Stanley pictures 
for the 2019 Stanley Calendar, so if you have any good 
pictures, please can you email them to us and your picture 
may appear on the published calendar. 
Post Office  
Don’t forget we can provide all your banking, postage, 
travel requirements and more.
We look forward to seeing lots of you very soon.
Paul & Jo Guppy, 01420 83323  
holybournestores@aol.com
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A J Robinson
Painting and Decorating

Interior/exterior painting and decorating service

Contact Allan on - Tel: 01420 89519 Mob: 07860232233

Email: ajrdecorating@aol.co.uk

Est 1989

Solar Power
Installation
Specialist

All electrical
installations
carried out

07774 479570
www.hankinelectrical.co.uk
01420 80935

Part P Compliant

wilkinschimneysweep.co.uk/northhants

TRADITIONAL BRUSH AND VACUUM SERVICE
NESTS REMOVED
CAGES, CAPS AND COWLS FITTED
SWEEPING CERTIFICATES ISSUED
PROFESSIONAL CLEAN SERVICE
FULLY INSURED
POLICE CHECKED Tel: 01256 830 777

www.philipcowdreyplumbingheating.co.uk
Tel/Fax: 01420 89937
Mobile: 07702 192152
Email: pcowdreyphs@gmail.com

LPG
Registered

BUILDING & PLUMBING

David C. Andrews
Building & Plumbing

Established 1967
Employing indentured and certifi ed
tradesmen able to carry out all 
aspects of their respective trades.
No job too small or too big.
Commercial, Industrial,
Domestic.

01420 84454
david.c.andrews67@gmail.com

Yoga Classes

Monday morning 10-11.30am BROXHEAD PAVILLION, LINDFORD.  GU35 0NY
Monday evening 6 - 7.30pm HOLYBOURNE VILLAGE HALL.  GU34 4HD
Tuesday afternoon 1 – 2.30pm BROXHEAD PAVILLION, LINDFORD.  GU35 0NY

All levels welcome.
 Build strength, flexibility, calmness.
  Reduce tension, stress, anxieties.
   Enjoy moving in guided postures, breathing,
    time to relax and nurturing your whole self.

£50 for block of 6 or £10 per class.
1:1s and small groups also bookable.
For further details and to book, please contact:
suetupper@btinternet.com 07946 078559
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Allen Gallery  
EXHIBITIONS  
9th March – 26th April 2018  
The Gurkha Connection Project

Celebrating and commemorating over 
200 years of the relationship between 
the Gurkhas and the British army, this 
exhibition is the culmination of a project 
in which local young people took a 
leading role, demonstrating strong links 
to the Gurkhas and the local Nepali 
community. Free. 
6th – 28th March
Stained Glass in Detail
Photographs by Michael Sleigh show interesting details 
captured in church stained glass windows. Free  
31st March – 27th April
From the Hampshire Hangers and Hills
New work by illustrator Rachel Hudson. Free

TALKS
Thursday 12th April, 7.30pm  
The Portable Antiquities Scheme
Katie Hinds. In association with the Friends of the 
Curtis Museum & Allen Gallery. Free
Thursday 26th April, 7.30pm  
The History of Mill Court
Geoff Hawkins, Head Gardener at Mill Court for 35 
years, Geoff shows how the garden developed 
through history. Tickets £5 from the gallery

ADULT WORKSHOP
19th April, 11am – 2pm  
Origami Lilies
Sachiko Mason will teach you the basic techniques for 
folding origami paper into 3D lilies, which can then be 
made into your own beautiful bouquet.  British Sign 
Language users are also welcome.
£15 per person, pre-booking essential.

CHILDREN’S WORKSHOPS & ACTIVITIES
3rd April, 11am – 1pm, and 2pm – 4pm  
Make and take
Drop in and make an Easter-themed creation to take 
home. Children must be accompanied by an adult.  
£3 per activity pack.
10th April, 11am – 1pm  

Curtis 
Museum & 
Allen Gallery

Children’s clay workshop
Join tutor Deborah Woodland in making your own 
fairy door or monster cave. Children must be accom-
panied by an adult.
£7 per child; pre-booking essential.

Opening Hours are Tues-Sat:
Gallery 10.30am - 4.30pm; Museum 10am – 5pm 
 (01420 82802)  www.hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk

From the Museum Archives
A browse among the newspaper cuttings is often 
instructive, sometimes surprising and occasionally amusing. 
The Hampshire Herald of 21 November 1885 informs us that 
the Alton gymnastic club has re-started, but suffers from 
a shortage of members. “This is a great pity, for young 
men who wish to retain their health and strength 
cannot do better than indulge in a little gymnastics 
occasionally.”  Presumably the young women of the area 
had enough to do in the home to keep themselves fit.
Another item (Hampshire Advertiser) concerned a different 
sort of gathering:
2 June 1842.  On Monday the members of the 
Holybourne Friendly Society who met to celebrate 
their anniversary, went in procession to church, 
headed by the Odiham band (a portion of the North 
Hants Yeomanry band), where a sermon suitable 
to the occasion was preached by the Reverend 
W Sherwood, curate, after which the members 
paraded (through) the village and then partook of 
a good and substantial dinner at the White Hart.  
There were present as honorary members R Cole 
esq, (?) Barlow esq and J Frederick esq with many 
other influential inhabitants of the parish.  R Cole 
esq addressed the members in forcible tones on the 
utility of such societies, which was heartily and loudly 
responded to by the members.
Jill Line

Photo by Mike Sleigh 
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Snow comes to Holybourne
Photos by Phil Whyte & Katya Perry

Parts of the country were brought to a standstill in early March - and again a couple of weeks later - when the ‘Beast from 
the East’ spiralled in from the Arctic, bringing freezing winds and inches of snow. Here in Holybourne, the icy conditions 
made for some spectacular scenes and, for some, a perfect playground.
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Snow comes to Holybourne
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Monday 26th March 
8pm - Compline, St Lawrence Church

Tuesday 27th March 
8pm - Compline, St Lawrence Church

Wednesday 28th March 
8pm - Compline, St Lawrence Church

Maundy Thursday 
8pm - Communion Service, St Peter’s Church, Beech

Good Friday 
10.30am - Walk of Witness from All Saints Church to St Lawrence Church 

2pm - Music & Meditation for The Last Hour, St Lawrence Church 
2pm - Stations of the Cross, All Saints Church

Easter Sunday 
6am, Sunrise Service, All Saints Church 

8am, Said BCP Communion, St Lawrence Church 
8am, Said Holy Communion, All Saints Church 

9.15am, Easter Communion, St Peter’s Church, Beech 
9.30am, Easter Communion, Church of the Holy Rood, Holybourne 

10.30am, High Mass for Easter, All Saints Church 
10.30am, Easter Communion, St Lawrence Church

The Parish of the Resurrection
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First Thoughts 
Christmas is certainly a crowd-pulling season - our churches 
bulge, but Easter is the defining Christian festival. It was 
St Paul, no less, who set out the stark truth: ‘If Christ has 
not been raised, your faith is futile’. So without the 
resurrection of Jesus, which Easter celebrates, the whole 
Christian story collapses. Jesus would simply take his place 
with all the other great religious teachers of history who 
died and are buried somewhere. But the Christian creeds 
are adamant: ‘on the third day, he rose from the dead’. 
The resurrection is not, for Christians, an optional extra.
In the current western atmosphere of scepticism, that claim 
is regarded by some as ridiculous. We all know what ‘dead’ 
means, whether it’s a dead bird or flower or person. Death is 
the termination of life - the end. Many people are attracted 
to the teaching of Jesus, but they simply can’t accept as 
credible the claim that he rose from the dead. They assume 
that the whole idea is the product of gullible minds. Some 
might say Jesus’ followers wanted to believe that he was 
alive again, and therefore simply talked themselves into 
believing that he was.
However, this scepticism about the resurrection of Jesus 
is itself the product of preconceived assumptions. The 
sceptics don’t believe that Jesus rose from the dead and 
assume that it is self-evident that he didn’t. In fact, their 
position is not based on evidence, but on an assumption 
that it simply couldn’t have happened. Yet strangely 
enough, what evidence we have suggests very strongly that 
it did.
We can, for instance, be pretty clear about a number of facts 
- well established, incontrovertible facts. One is that Jesus 
of Nazareth was a real person who lived in the early decades 
of the first century. Another is that he was put to death 
by crucifixion during the period 26-37AD, when Pontius 
Pilate was the prefect of the Roman province of Judaea. 
Another is that by 70AD - within a life-time - Christianity 
was flourishing (though in places heavily persecuted) all 
over the Roman Empire, and that its core belief was that 
Jesus had been raised from the dead after his execution, 
and had appeared alive to anything up to 500 different 
people, in various places and on various occasions over a 
period of about forty days. Many of these witnesses (listed 
by the apostle Paul in his letter to Corinth written in about 
55AD, just 20 years or so after the event) were still alive as 
he wrote - they could speak for themselves.
It shouldn’t, surely, be hard for a regime as efficient and 
ruthless as the Roman Empire to prove that a wandering 
Jewish preacher they had executed had remained dead. 
Yet it did prove impossible, to the point that Christianity 
eventually became the official religion of the empire.
Were those gullible times? No, they weren’t. The Jewish 
Sadducees, leading Jewish thinkers, didn’t believe nor did 
the Stoics of the Greco-Roman empire. The disciples took 

some convincing. Take the 
story of ‘Doubting’ Thomas 
who refused to believe until 
the evidence was put right in 
front of his eyes.
No, they weren’t gullible, 
but they became completely 
convinced. Ten of the twelve 
apostles probably died for 
that conviction. You’ve got to 
be pretty sure of something to 
do that.
With Easter just around the corner, we are still in the season 
of Lent, a word which originates from the Greek work 
‘to lengthen’. I hope you are exploring the Eye Witness 
account of Mark with us in Alton’s Assembly Rooms; 
eating delicious soups on Wednesday lunchtimes; using 
the Lent readings published in Parish Matters; praying the 
Lent prayers available to you; taking time to prepare and to 
lengthen your heart and mind to the most awesome news 
available for the world - ‘Jesus Christ is risen today’. Not 
because we are gullible but because we are convinced by 
the facts and by the presence of the risen Jesus in our lives.  
Rev’d Andrew Micklefield

It’s Sunday afternoon and yet there are children and parents 
wandering up the drive into Andrew’s Endowed School. 
What’s happening? And what is the Church@4 banner that 
keeps appearing outside the school?
Since January, on the 4th Sunday of the month at 4pm, 
church has been happening in the school hall. The hall has 
filled up with children, parents, teenagers from Treloar’s 
and villagers young and old. We sit round tables, eat cake 
and drink tea (it is 4 o’clock after all). We chat, sing, play 
with play-doh and think about prayer, and about just how 
much God loves us all.
Holybourne and Alton are getting together, and getting 
to know each other. The school hall is spacious, light and 
airy, warm with all the mod cons: projectors, microphones, 
a kitchen and indoor facilities. (Of course Holybourne 
church will soon have indoor loos and a kitchen, once all 
the exciting work is done.) 
So far we’ve taped mystery envelopes under tables, 
illustrated discussion with watering cans, sponges, and 
video clips, sung action songs, painted love on the rocks, 
eaten yummy courgette cake, and enjoyed our regular “this 
time tomorrow” slot. The kids, especially those who go to 
Andrews’, are relaxed and feel at home, and it is a lovely 
way to end the weekend – setting the flavour for the week 
ahead.
If you haven’t enjoyed Church@4 yet it will be great to see 
you. It’s easy to remember – 4th Sunday at 4pm….just look 
out for that banner.
Helen Walters

From the Rectory

Church@4

The Resurrection Of Christ 
by Carl Heinrich Bloch
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Lynch Hill Hanger’s 
bostal path
2018 started with a planning application 
affecting the river, just outside the 
parish off Montecchio Way, for access 
to the field above Lynch Hill Hanger 
in connection with employment 
development on a site allocated in the 
Alton Neighbourhood Plan. It was in 
Binsted parish but also had implications 
for Alton. At the planning committee 
on 12th February it was refused on 
landscape grounds. Access is not going 
to be easily achievable to this field. The 
River Wey forms a boundary between 
three parishes here but it is important to 
see the landscape feature in its entirety. 
As a result of this I made various site 
visits.
A scenic footpath diagonally up the 
hanger leads from Westbrook Road 
off Mill Lane, Alton to Upper Neatham 
Mill Lane, passing just below the road 
bridge on Montecchio Way. It can be 
part of various circular walks useful to 
residents of Holybourne and Alton as 
well as to visitors. The steep wooded 
face of Lynch Hill is a strong landscape 
feature from Mill Lane, now brown with 
winter twigs but soon to burst into 
green as spring gets under way. It is a 
river bluff carved down through the soft 
chalk by a vastly swollen river carrying 
post-ice age melt water. The river 
terrace gravel of Mill Lane was once a 
river bed, its remnants now perched 
above the present channel. The chalk 
exposed by the footpath is the lower 
or grey chalk marl so it does tend to 
be muddy, especially in the lower part 
where seepages emerge that support 
the lush growth of ferns and mosses, as 
well as snails. In its flora and fauna it is 
reminiscent of a similar diagonal bostal 
path (meaning a steep path up a hill), the 
more famous one in Selborne instigated 
by the Rev Gilbert White in 1780. That 
is muddy too because of the same 
geology. In addition Lynch Hill Hanger 
has good views when looking down 
on the Caker Stream, River Wey, fishing 
pond and marshy land alongside.

View down river bluff to Wey near Mill Lane

Our River
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Ca l l  Peter  Ch ivers  on : 01256 389124
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PETER CHIVERS PCS
WASP NEST TREATMENTS
DON’T GET STUNG
CALL FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE NOW

FOR ALL YOUR PEST CONTROL NEEDS:
Wasps, Bees, Rats, Mice, Moles, Cluster Flies, Squirrels,
Cockroaches, Rabbits, Pigeons, Bird-Proofing,
Emergancy Wasp Nest Treatments, Mole Trapping Specialist

Toothwort  
on the Wey
Some years ago I was 
asked by Trevor and 
Janet Weston to see some 
purple flower heads that 
had come up from roots 
of trees on the marshy 
ground by Neatham 
Mill. They were Purple 
Toothwort  (Lathraea 
clandestina), a parasitic 
plant that attaches to 
roots of waterside trees 
like alder, willows and 
poplars. Found in Europe, it is not native to Britain but is 
introduced. The BSBI Plant  Atlas (2002) shows it to be fairly 
widely distributed but scattered. It flowers in April –May 
like the native Toothwort on hazel that instead has cream 
flowers. The latter has been seen on hazel by the Wey at 
Coxbridge, Farnham as well as in old woodlands of Alton 
and Selborne.
June Chatfield, Chair, Northern Wey Trust
A small correction to the last issue of the magazine: the first 
picture showed the footpath approaching the sluice near 
the pumping station, not the field by the roundabout as 
captioned.

Purple Toothwort at Neatham Mill

Bostal path up Lynch Hill Hanger
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Alton Bowling Club
Public Gardens, Alton

Have you ever considered playing bowls in the great
outdoors? Alton Bowling Club, situated in the beautiful
Public Gardens invites new members for the forthcoming
season. The club opens on Saturday 14 April 2018 for
a friendly social and bowling summer.

For further information please telephone our Hon. Secretary, David Bartlett on
01420 85297 or e-mail dave@dbart.wanadoo.co.uk with your name, address,
and telephone number.

We enjoy an INFORMAL ROLL-UP EVERY MONDAY AFTERNOON at
2.00pm starting 16 April (bowls supplied), why not call in, and have a try, you
will be very welcome. Also join us at our OPEN DAY on MONDAY 7 MAY.

You can also visit our website
altonbowlingclub.co.uk

We are pleased to say that preparations for the new season 
are well underway. The number of juniors attending the pre-
season training exceeded our expectations so apologies 
to anyone we had to turn away. With this level of interest 
in cricket we are confident that the Friday night training 
sessions on the sports field will be very well attended. 
These start on Friday 27th April 2018 and everyone is 
welcome. The bar and BBQ will be open on Friday 20th 
April for a members’ registration evening.
The junior section will field sides in all four age groups in 
2018: U9, U11, U13 and U15. The senior teams will field 
two sides in the Hampshire league on Saturdays.
The closed season has been a very active time for those 
involved in the game. The England Cricket Board (ECB) has 
been working hard with the county leagues to increase 
participation in cricket through new initiatives such as All 

Stars Cricket, which aims to introduce the game to children 
aged between five and eight. It’s also increased its funding 
to the Chance to Shine schools programme, which has 
reportedly brought cricket to three million boys and girls in 
over 14,000 schools across the country. Women’s softball 
cricket festivals have also been a big draw, not to mention 
the success of the women’s international cricket team.
Our own league here in Hampshire has been very 
supportive and you may be surprised to learn that the 
greatest growth in numbers is from children under 10, 
girls, and women joining the game both socially and 
within a league format.
The changes haven’t stopped there. The traditional 
‘Saturday game’ has been in focus to reverse the trend 
of recent years. Anyone who has played cricket knows 
how difficult it is to juggle family life, social commitments 

Holybourne Cricket Club
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Free quotation and
consultation
Fully qualified and
insured
References available

Specialists in Ponds,
Water Features, Paving
and Timberwork

For all your
hard and soft
landscaping needs

Tel: 01730 601931
Mob: 07795 615526

thrivelandscapes@aol.com
www.thrivelandscapes.org

The chairman and trustees of the sports field would like 
to thank the Holybourne Village Association for their kind 
donation of £250, proceeds from the village fireworks 
display. This money will be used to enhance the facilities 
further.  
David Andrews - Chairman of the HSFC

Vote of thanks

Que Sera Sera, whatever will be will be, we’re off to 
Hartley Wintney (well hopefully)!
Following on from the winter issue we are pleased to report 
that our season is progressing well and we remain unbeaten 
in 2018.  The first game of the year was the quarter final of 
the charity cup against Hammer of Haslemere, played on a 
cold winter Sunday morning.  Despite some of our players 
having over-indulged over Christmas and gained a few 
extra few pounds, we put in a fine  performance. The game 
was end to end and finished 2-2 after full time, leading to 
yet another penalty shootout.  The lads held their nerve and 
we won 5-4 to progress to the semi-final, one step away 
from the final at Hartley Witney (the equivalent of Wembley 
for us veterans). We are now  looking to go one step further 
and win the cup after narrowly failing in our last final in 
2011. Our semi final away against Ockham is to be played  
on March 18th and we’re hoping for a good turnout from 
our loyal supporters.
Unfortunately the wet weather has played havoc with 
our fixtures and we have only managed two games since 
January 7th.  A week after playing Hammer in the cup we 
faced them in the league and this time we “hammered” 
them on the 3G surface, wining 5-1 in impressive fashion. 
In our one subsequent game against Old Wimbledonians 
we had the advantage of kicking off downhill in the first half 
and we were 4-0 up at half time.  One of the highlights of 
the half was a 35-yard free kick screamer from our skipper 
Kym Lydon. We are now in 3rd place for the final run in, of 
what is becoming a three horse race between ourselves 
Morley Road and Overton.
The golden boot is close with all three strikers fighting it out 
to be top dog.  Our top three scorers are: Ben Biggar with 
14; Simon Fothergill with 11 and Mike Heffernan with 6.
Off the pitch, the post match banter is good at the White 
Hart and team spirit is at an all-time high. We have lost our 
midfielder, Dave Pegg (Peggy), for a few weeks and some 
of our ageing athletes have picked up some knocks, but 
overall we are in good shape for what promises to be an 
exciting end to the season.
 If indeed we get to the final, we would like to invite everyone 
in the village to join us. We do hope that in next our update 
we will be creating some club history as cup winners and 
division 4 champions. This will definitely justify the need 
for a celebratory open top bus tour through Holybourne, 
finishing at the White Hart. The double is still on!
Gary Magee    gary6570@btinternet.com   07464 549009

Holybourne 
Veterans’
Football 

Club

– and play cricket for most of the day on Saturday. There 
were many proposals discussed and voted on at this 
year’s Hampshire AGM. The changes agreed for the lower 
divisions are for an earlier start time of 1pm and a reduction 
in overs to forty per innings. These may seem trivial but it’s a 
start that we hope reflects cricket in modern-times, where 
the choice for players should be ‘cricket and…….’ not 
‘cricket or….’.
We really hope to see you during the summer, the bar is 
our main source of income so we would appreciate your 
support and look forward to seeing you on Friday evenings 
from 6pm and most Saturdays during the season.
Peter Robinson, Chairman
www.holybourne.play-cricket.com
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HOLYBOURNE VILLAGE HALL

Available for public hire, offering a
maximum capacity of 60 people, a fully-
fitted and equipped kitchen, toilet
facilities and full level access.
The hall is situated in the centre of the
village, just a few yards up Church Lane
from London Road.

HOURLY HIRE RATES
Holybourne Residents
Weekdays: £8.50
Weekends before 18:00 £10.00
Weekends after 18:00 £11.50
Non-Holybourne Residents
Weekdays: £10.00
Weekends before 18:00 £13.50
Weekends after 18:00 £18.00

BOOKING ENQUIRIES
Vickie Kemp
01420 549074 / 07737 369803
villagehall@holybourne.com

ONLINE HALL AVAILABILITY
www.holybourne.com
Select the ‘Village Hall’
Press “Click Here to Book”

The china, glass and cutlery in the kitchen are all included in the cost of the hire.
Hirers must ensure that the duration of their booking is sufficient for any setting up and clearing up. Free access to the hall cannot be given for this purpose.

The main point to report this spring is that the village hall roof was 
finally fixed during the first week in January. Roofix applied a new 
fibreglass roof, with a 25 year guarantee, over the main entrance 
and porch, meaning that at long last this area is guaranteed to 
be watertight. Unbelievably, the very evening that the roof was 
finished, the thieves returned and, presumably not realising that 
we had not replaced ‘like for like’ (as we wished to remove the 
possibility of a subsequent theft) tried to steal, once again, what 
they thought was lead. Fortunately, they only managed to prise 
up one panel of the flashing and this was held down by the 
fibreglass laid over the top, so they gave up. Roofix kindly came 
back and re-sealed the panel, and all seems to be well.

It can become quite slippery in the car park/outdoor play area 
in icy conditions, so we have installed a grit bin containing rock 
salt for hirers to make the area safe should they need to. We’ve 
also suffered from some plumbing issues since the New Year, 
but we’re pleased to say that with the prompt attention of D.C. 
Andrews Plumbers, these have all been resolved in a timely and 
highly satisfactory manner.

On 10th February we held another of our occasional work 
parties where we try to address issues such as weeding, deep 
cleaning of kitchen appliances, sanding and re-staining of the 
servery counter. A great deal was accomplished, but a little more 
manpower would have helped (only one non-trustee volunteer 
turned up). Why not come along next time, meet the friendly 
trustees, have a coffee, and get a feel for what goes on behind 
the scenes? Remember, it’s YOUR village hall and a community 
asset.

At the time of writing, GDPR (the General Data Protection 
Regulation) is occupying a lot of our time and mental energy. This 
is an EU law which comes into effect in May. Although it should 
not have too great an impact on how we do things, we need to 
create the necessary policy documentation and forms.

In the last quarter of 2017 we conducted a regular hirer user 
survey to get the opinions and thoughts of those groups who 
use the hall on a weekly/monthly basis. We have yet to conduct 
a detailed analysis on the results but those that took the time to 
respond were generally very positive.  We will publish the results 
when we have them.

Our Annual General Meeting is likely to be called in early to mid- 
June. Why not come along and see the progress so far and plans 
for next year? Watch this space for details of the next quiz night 
too and do please come along and support your village hall – 
one of only three community buildings in Holybourne.

We are looking for someone with specialist knowledge who 
could spare even half an hour to look over and comment on 
our Fire Safety Risk Assessment and our Health and Safety Policy. 
Similarly, if someone who has knowledge of cavity wall insulation 
could let us know if the hall is suitable for it then it would give 
us a start. And if anyone with knowledge of conveyancing could 
give us a hand with an AP1 Form to amend the land registry for 
the hall it would really help us.

Don’t forget to ‘like’ our Facebook page and look out for the 
news bulletins on the hall’s noticeboard.  If you’re interested in 
helping out by becoming a trustee, or have any suggestions for 
improvement or fundraising then please do get in touch either by 
Facebook or by email: villagehall@holybourne.com. 
Ben Kemp, Chairman  
Trustees of Holybourne Village Hall

Village Hall News
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TIMBER & BUILDING SUPPLIES 

NEW Alton Branch 

Trade & DIY Welcome! 

coomersltd 
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High-Quality Printing

Your partner in design

01252 314765 / 01252 330683

High-Quality Design

Parish & Church Magazines . Magazines . Newsletters
Brochures . Leaflets . Calendars . Postcards
Greeting Cards . Stationery . Banners . & More

Graphic Design . Page Layouts
Photo Editing . Text Editing
Content Management

Please get in touch if you would like us
to help you to make your newsletter or
magazine make its mark.

info@imprintcolour.co.uk www.imprintcolour.co.uk

01420 594644 info@sl-design.co.uk www.sl-design.co.uk

Imprint Colour Limited,
Unit 3 Pegasus Court, North Lane,
Aldershot, Hampshire. GU12 4QP

Stephen Lewis Design Consultancy, 4 Archery Rise, Alton, Hampshire. GU34 1PG

A High-Quality
Partnership


