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Brewery Shop & Off Licence 
 fff  Draught beer to takeaway from 2pints upwards  

150+ Craft Beers from all over the world                           

Handpicked Selection of Wines and Spirits 

Gorilla Spirits—Locally produced Gin 

Opening Times: Mon 9-5 / Tue-Fri 9-7 / Sat 10-5 / Sun Closed 

Triple fff Brewery , Magpie Works, Station Approach, Four Marks, Hampshire GU34 5HN 

                  Tel: 01420 561422  /  Email: retail@triplefff.com 
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It’s been a summer to remember. As temperatures soared 
across the country - week after long hot week – we’ve 
become accustomed to scorching days and sticky nights, 
our gardens parched and our delighted children turning 
the colour of treacle. While beaches commanded twenty-
mile tailbacks and parks overflowed with sunworshippers, 
wildfires caused panic across the north and we were 
warned to stay out of the sun by a Met Office ‘heat health 
alert’. Despite this mayhem, coverage of the heatwave has 
been fairly minimal. The papers have instead been filled 
with news of Brexit, climate change (hence the heatwave), 
Trump, Novichok and, yes, Love Island. Worrying times. 
But in Holybourne and Neatham this summer, while the 
fields turned a golden brown the indomitable residents 
have continued to surprise and inspire. In this issue we 
feature local artist Abi Wicking whose depiction of natural 
subjects, both familiar and distant, is breathtaking in its 
realism. Linda Habberfield brings us another gem from the 
treasure trove that is the local archive. Treloar’s receives a 
royal visitor and writer Alex Perry details the fatal reach of 
the Calabrian Mafia, as described in his latest book. There 
are updates from all sides, including the farm, the shop 
and the pub, alongside an invitation to reflect on the true 
meaning of ‘holy days’ from Revd Andrew Micklefield. 
For me, this is a particularly special issue as it will be my last 
as editor. I would like to thank my brilliant team, notably 
designer Stephen Lewis, for all their hard work, which has 
made my job for the past three years so much easier. But 
there would be no magazine were it not for the faithful 
group of contributors. I thank you and wish all the very 
best to you all. Many thanks also to you, the readers. I hope 
we’ve managed to divert you on occasion.
I hand over to someone familiar to many of you. Former 
teacher, local authority councillor, cricket club president and 
now photographer, Jerry Janes is a long term Holybourne 
resident. Father to two sons, he’s also “an extraordinarily 
proud grandfather to two granddaughters who have him 
round their little fingers”.
“I love living in Holybourne,” says Jerry. “ I hope that editing 
the village magazine will give me a further opportunity to 
contribute to the richness of life in the village. Please do 
help me by letting me have your articles on anything you 
think that might be of interest to the village.”
Enjoy the rest of the summer everyone. Thank you and 
good night.
Tessa Laughton, Editor
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Holybourne Village Pre-School
Holybourne Village Hall, Church Lane, Holybourne, GU34 4HD

Welcoming children aged 2 years 6 months to 5 years

Nurturing and stimulating environment
Excellent links with Andrews’ Endowed Primary School
Full days, mornings or afternoons available
Wide range of activities, including weeklu French lessons
Funding available for all eligible children
Children from Alton and surrounding areas welcome

For all enquiries and to arrange a visit, contact Sue or Liane on
07748824942 or email holybournevillagepreschool@yahoo.co.uk

Call to arrange a
FREE initial

appointment

Charwell House, 16 Wilsom Road, Alton. GU34 2PP
jacqui@jcsolicitors.com www.jcsolicitors.com

In need of legal assistance?

Divorce and family matters . Wills and probate . Residential/commercial conveyancing
Employment matters . Contractual disputes . Company and commercial matters

Call our friendly team on 01420 544 273

We will guide and assist you with our fresh approach to legal services.
Straightforward, honest and jargon-free advice. Free home and site visits.
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As always, there has been lots going on at Holybourne 
Village Pre-School this term, from days out and teddy 
bears’ picnics to preparing all our budding athletes for 
sports day. Look out for our future Olympic champions! 
With many of our pre-schoolers going on to Andrews’ 
Endowed CE Primary School, we were really pleased 
to join their summer fair and provide hours of fun with a 
bubble stall. It was great to see some familiar faces and 
see our eldest children (starting school in September) 
wearing Very Important Acorn rosettes and being treated 
like royalty at their new school. We are very fortunate to 
have excellent connections with Andrews’ Endowed, so 
our eldest children and their favourite teddies also joined 
this year’s Acorns for a teddy bears’ picnic, which included 
lots of fun activities and a story. 
Following the success of last year’s trip and as a special 
treat, the pre-schoolers went for a day out at 4 Kingdoms 
Adventure Park in Headley. With 40 acres of land and over 
20 different play zones to explore, the children had a 
fantastic day. They were in their element: driving go karts, 
meeting the animals (getting to hold a very cute four- week 
old bunny, and for the more fearless an albino rat), spotting 
fairies, as well as jumping on giant inflatable pillows. It’s 
hard to know who had more fun, the children or the adults!
One main focus this term has been helping to increase the 
children’s independence, as one of the most common 
challenges for pre-schoolers going on to big school is 
getting changed into their PE kits by themselves. So twice 
a week, before practicing for sports day, the children have 
been changing on their own. It is definitely a challenge to 
find the right clothes, put them on the right way and then 
not lose them afterwards. So if you see any young children 
with their clothes on inside out and back to front, and 
shoes on the wrong feet, that is probably why! Sports day 
itself is a lovely family event, where all the children support 
each other and go on to win medals and a celebratory ice-
cream for their achievements. We would especially like to 
thank The Lawn for allowing us to practice on their grounds. 
It is a lovely setting and it is great to see the smiles the two 

generations bring each other.
The pre-schoolers will then be ending the year on a high, 
with an end of year party, which promises to be lots of 
fun. With dancing, games and even some creepy crawly 
entertainment.
If you have children of pre-school age and have missed our 
open days this term, don’t worry, please just contact Sue 
or Liane on 07748824942 or holybournevillagepreschool@
yahoo.co.uk to arrange a viewing that suits you.
We would like to take this opportunity to wish our eldest 
children the best of luck at big school. We know you are 
ready for it and we look forward to welcoming back our 
younger children and new starters in September. Have a 
great summer!

Kate Gee  
Holybourne Village Pre-School 
committee
Holybourne Village Pre-School 
operates from Holybourne Village 
Hall and is open 9am-3pm on 
Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
and 9am-12pm on Thursday 
and Friday. We accept children 
from 2.5 years and are taking 
applications. For enquiries please 
call Sue on 07748824942 or email 
holybournevi l lagepreschool@
yahoo.co.uk You can also find out 
more by liking us on Facebook.

Holybourne Village Pre-School

Above & below: Pre-School trip to 4 Kingdoms Adventure Park
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Providing quality tuition in your local area.
English, History, French and German

- All ages and levels -

Alton Language Workshop

www.altonlanguageworkshop.org
info@altonlanguageworkshop.org

One of Alton’s oldest independent

KEMP & STEVENS
THORNE FAMILY

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS
93 High Street, Alton, Hampshire, GU34 1LG

01420 83177 (24 hours)

One of Alton’s oldest independent family run businesses serving
the local and surrounding community for generations.

Robin Thorne Dip FD LMBIFD

Gill Thorne Dip FD LMBIFD

Michael Thorne Dip FD LMBIFD

Geoff Thorne MBIE Dip FD LMBIFD

YOUR FRIENDLY,
COMMUNITY OPTICIANS

Come in now or call for an appointment

Ganders Barn | Ganders Business Park
Kingsley | GU35 9LU

Sight Testing

OCT Scans

Contact Lens Fitting & Supply

Minor Eye Conditions Free quotation and
consultation
Fully qualified and
insured
References available

Specialists in Ponds,
Water Features, Paving
and Timberwork

For all your
hard and soft
landscaping needs

Tel: 01730 601931
Mob: 07795 615526

thrivelandscapes@aol.com
www.thrivelandscapes.org

CAN'T YOU DO
ANYTHING RIGHT ?

HOME COMPUTER SUPPORT & TUITION
" My PC Home Help ! "








Whether a Home or Small Business user.
I can Help with your PC Problems !

visit: www.myPChomehelp.co.uk

Friendly, Professional Support for PC, iMac & iPad

Computer Health Checks and Virus Removal

Hardware & Software Maintenance and Upgrades

Broadband Wired & Wireless Solutions and Setup

One to One Home Tuition for Users of All Abilities

Supply and Installation of PCs, iMacs and iPads

Contact Richard Siers
on Bentley (01420) 22844
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11 electric wheelchairs, 15 seats for teachers and support 
staff and ample undercarriage storage space for vital 
equipment. It caters for the needs of all the students with 
sensory lighting, hearing aid loops and wi-fi. The final 
design has central double doors with an internal lift, which 
is more beneficial for the students as they can be lifted in 
and out with dignity. There is also space to allow for a carer 
to be with them on the lift platform. There is a nurse-call 
button at each of the 11 wheelchair spaces. In the words of 
one student: “I’m so excited! We’ll be able to go on the bus 
all together. I’ll be able to travel with my friends.”

Dummer Fair
The Dummer Fair has been held around Michaelmas for 
over 20 years and 2017 saw a record number of stalls, 
shoppers and profits, all of which are given to Treloar’s. 
Thank you to everyone who attended and made the event 
so successful. The 2018 fair will take place again this year at 
Dummer Cricket Centre on Wednesday 10 October (5:30 - 
9pm) and Thursday 11 October (9:30am – 3.30pm), again 
in aid of Treloar’s. See: www.dummerfair.org.uk
Carolyne Warne   carolyn.warne@treloar.org.uk

Royal visit
HRH The Countess of Wessex GCVO visited Treloar School 
and College on Thursday 7 June to attend a thank you event 
for all Treloar’s patrons. Our patrons do a wonderful job of 
supporting and promoting Treloar’s and this brunch event 
was held to thank them for their work and to recognise 
the difference they make. Upon arrival the countess was 
welcomed formally by Her Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant of 
Hampshire, Mr Nigel Atkinson, and civic dignitaries from 
Hampshire County Council and East Hampshire District 
Council. School and College students gave her a real 
‘Treloar’s welcome’, waving flags and cheering, with some 
dressing up as princesses in her honour. The royal party 
all then proceeded to Treloar’s main hall to meet with our 
patrons, trustees and governors.

Thanking Volunteers
In June, as part of national volunteering week in the UK, 
Treloar’s held a thank you lunch for its volunteers, both local 
and international, who give up their time to carry out such 
a wide range of support to Treloar’s. Volunteers at Treloar’s 
assist in school and college classrooms and in the residential 
houses as well as fundraising, amongst other activities. 
This year, for the first time, staff made nominations for the 
voluntary helper of the year award and congratulations are 
due to winner Michelle. Michelle was nominated for the 
support she has given sixth form class TFEJ over the last two 
years, especially during the performances of Antony and 
Cleopatra and The Tempest. 

Play & Learning Area opened
Treloar’s was delighted to welcome patron Alan Titchmarsh 
on 27 June to open a fabulous new outdoor play and 
learning area for its school students. This bright, vibrant area 
provides younger students with access to an outdoor play 
area which stimulates the senses and encourages learning 
in a fun, hands-on way. With the sun shining, the official 
opening was a huge success and everyone had a great time 
testing out all the new equipment.

Students make short film
As part of their work experience earlier this year, 
seven Treloar’s Photography and Media students 
worked with non-profit community arts organisation 
104 Films to create a short film about the Royal British 
Legion poppy factory. The film tells the story of the 
poppy factory, which has been staffed by disabled 
people since its founding in 1921. The film can 
be viewed on the Voices of War and Peace WW1 
YouTube channel (http://y2u.be/f2tPsFqcnCU).

New coach
Treloar’s has taken ownership of a new state-of-the-art 
coach which is specially adapted to accommodate 

Treloar School & College

HRH The Countess of Wessex visits Treloar School and College
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PTFA Textile Recycling Bin
All items must be bagged, clean and dry, and not contaminated by oil

✓ Bed sheets 
✓ Duvet covers
✓ Towels
✓ Unused cosmetics 

and perfume
✓ Womenswear
✓ Babywear
✓ Military clothing

and footwear
✓ Handbags/bags
✓ Wallets and purses

✓ Pillow cases
✓ Table cloths
✓ Soft toys
✓ Jewellery
✓ Menswear
✓ Childrenswear
✓ Sportswear
✓ Paired shoes
✓ Belts and 

accessories

The PTFA will receive payment by the kilo, which will in 
turn benefit the children of Andrews’ Endowed school.

Items accepted: 

PTFA Textile Recycling Bin
All items must be bagged, clean and dry, and not contaminated by oil

✓ Bed sheets 
✓ Duvet covers
✓ Towels
✓ Unused cosmetics 

and perfume
✓ Womenswear
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✓ Military clothing

and footwear
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✓ Table cloths
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✓ Menswear
✓ Childrenswear
✓ Sportswear
✓ Paired shoes
✓ Belts and 

accessories

The PTFA will receive payment by the kilo, which will in 
turn benefit the children of Andrews’ Endowed school.

Items accepted: 
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Eggar’s
School

Definitely ready for the summer holidays
It has been an incredibly busy term at Eggar’s School. Our 
Year 11 students have now completed their GCSE exams 
and are about to embark on the next stage of their lives, 
but not before they enjoyed the annual school Prom which 
took place at Lower Froyle again this year. A wonderfully 
glamorous evening was had by all.
We have also just completed three summer Open Events 
where we open our doors to prospective students and 
their parents so they can take a look at the school in action 
and get a real sense of the Eggar’s experience. There will 
be more opportunities early in the Autumn term to come 
and see the school, it’s a great time to chat to students and 
teachers.

Campus developments
There has been a lot of activity on our beautiful 38 acre 
school site over the last few months and we are incredibly 
proud of the new facilities, both complete and in 
development. Together they make our campus a unique 
and exciting place for students to work and play. Work 
commenced in June on our new artificial pitch which will 
be a fantastic asset to the school and a terrific addition to 
our sporting facilities. 
The refectory is now complete and was officially opened 
by Damian Hinds MP, who cut the ribbon at the Grand 
Opening in late June. He was impressed with the light and 
airy space that the modular building offers, the bespoke 
kitchen and the striking sports wall which runs the full 
length of the building and features some of our sports stars.
Rosemary Lock, our new commercial and development 
chef has over 30 years’ experience as a professional chef 
in the commercial sector and has already started training 
our kitchen staff to produce the highest quality food for 
both students and staff. At the heart of her role is the push 
for healthy school meals, something that has been in the 
national headlines regularly over the last few months. She 
has also stopped the use of non-recyclable plastics to 
support the national effort in cleaning up our oceans. Here 
is her day in numbers: 490 hot snacks and main meals, 100 
jellies and mousses, 110 cold deli items, and 160 cakes 
and biscuits – all made with fresh ingredients every day. 
With close to 900 students and 90 staff, Rosemary and the 
team do an amazing job.

Head Teacher’s Quiz & Chilli night: fiendish 
questions with Quiz Master extraordinaire 
Alastair Stewart
Another really entertaining Head’s Quiz Night was held 
in May with a packed hall of over 100 quizzers, some 
serious and some not quite so serious. Teams were made 

Quizmaster Alistair Stewart 

The new refectory building

up of staff, parents and friends with ITV’s news presenter 
Alastair Stewart returning for the fourth year running as 
the perfect quiz master. There was much head-scratching 
and a few wild guesses as the seven rounds went on. The 
PTA supported the event brilliantly and did sterling work, 
running the bar and preparing and serving the delicious 
chilli supper. It was a whole school effort with Year 10 
prefects helping to mark the papers and other students 
providing the sound and lighting during the evening.
For further information about Eggar’s see:  
www.eggars.net    01420 541194
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We have expanded to fulfil our customers needs

• Servicing
• Air conditioning servicing and re-gas
• Main dealer standard fault diagnostic equipment
• Brakes
• Cam-belts
• Tyres & wipers
• Exhausts
• Batteries

• Clutches
• All makes & models  undertaken
• Free courtesy car
• VW Kombi van specialist

01420 474541
www.brandautos.co.uk | enquiries@brandautos.co.uk

8 Kingsley Business Park, Kingsley, Hampshire, GU35 9LY

01420 82288 www.tccdirect.co.uk
165 London Road, Holybourne, Alton, Hampshire, GU34 4HA

Multiple discounts for Holybourne residents
and competitive servicing and repairs on all
makes and models. Servicing, MOT station,
repairs & valeting by our fully-trained staff.
* Terms & Conditions Apply

The ALLGRIP 4WD* system reacts to any terrain and the Radar Brake
Support** senses other vehicles on the road and brakes automatically if
necessary. There's also a voice-controlled audio and navigation system***
Ordinary it isn't.

They say you can't improve on perfection. But they haven't met the
all-new Swift. It looks like a dream and handles like one too. With
fresh and dynamic style, fun built in at every level and serious
performance beneath the bonnet, the all-new Swift is a truly special
car. *Subject to terms and conditions.

You want a car with style as powerful as
its engine. The Ignis has classic sleek
and bold Suzuki SUV looks, with a unique
one-of-a-kind design. It's easy to make it
your own with the option to personalise
the colour of everything from your interior
door handles to the front grille. And with
its full-bodied bonnet that flows over the
sides, it's a style statement like no other.
*1 year’s free insurance and 3 years servicing available,
subject to terms and conditions.

*optional extra on SZ5 models and standard on S models. **SZ5 and S models only.
***SZ-T, SZ5 and S models only.

0% APR NO DEPOSITSUZUKI IGNIS

APR0%
NO DEPOSIT

THE SUZUKI VITARA
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For this summer update on the news from Mill 
Cottage Farm Experience we have decided 
to take a break from the ‘It shouldn’t happen 
to smallholder’ series, in favour of updating 
you on recent happenings.
The unusually prolonged warm spell with 
temperatures in the high twenties has set ideal 
conditions for making hay. Unfortunately, our 
‘trusty’ vintage David Brown has decided to 
play up again and the hydraulics have once 
again gone from temperamental to refusal, 
making progress rather frustrating. That said, 
as we type, our hay is being baled so we 
can pick it all up tomorrow – always a fun 
evening. Meanwhile we are searching for a 
replacement tractor.
Another highlight for us this summer was the 
birth of our first cria (baby alpaca), named 
Christie. Having no experience of alpaca 
midwifery, we were thankful that it all went 
smoothly, as far as we could tell. Even the 
dad, Diego, was present at the birth. ‘Gestation is 11 
months for alpacas, but they show no signs of pregnancy 
until very late when a small udder appears, although no 
milk comes until the day of birth. ‘We did suspect Rosie 
might be pregnant however, because alpacas are induced 
ovulators, and Diego had shown no interest in increasing 
the alpaca population after the initial meetings a year ago.
We arrived home at lunchtime one day from a visit in 
London and at first sight Rosie appeared to be showing 
some signs of discomfort. After about five minutes she 
had a large water bag showing and then after another ten 
minutes, Christie’s head and neck were out and his legs 
dangling down. Alpacas give birth in a standing position 
so that Christie’s head was touching the floor. Minutes later 
he was on the ground, flailing about with ridiculously long 
legs. Another fifteen minutes and he was up and suckling 
from his mother and she had passed the afterbirth. All very 
quick and smooth, even by animal standards. We watched 
the whole thing and even managed to film the birth - this 
can be found on our facebook page. 
A less welcome visitor has been another tame fox. Not 
only has he wiped out two chicken sheds but one day, 
while we tried to chase him away, he ran into the house 
next door, through the kitchen and into the lounge where 
our neighbour Ben was doing some work on his laptop. 
The fox hopped onto the sofa in a bid to get out through 
the lounge window! Ben, thinking it was one of our dogs, 
didn’t react at first but on second look showed the fox the 
door and got a great picture (right) of it going back out 
through the kitchen. The joys of tame pests!
Who knows what the next few months will bring?
Tom and Sarah Main  www.mcfe.org.uk

Mill Cottage News

Christie, the baby alpaca

What’s the time Mr Fox - in neighbour’s house!
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If You Need:
Transport for Doctor & Hospital Appointments

Collection of Prescriptions - Shopping
or just a Friendly Ear

New drivers are always required
Please call us if you can help,
even if in a very small way.

Mileage paid if required

Contact us on:
01420 89418

Holybourne
Care Group

WE ARE HERE TO HELP

The Barlows of The Lawn
During the 1800s The Lawn in Holybourne was occupied 
by the Barlow family. In 1826 William Barlow was renting 
The Lawn from Samuel Eggar, as recorded in the land tax of 
that year, and in 1831 William himself was the owner as well 
as the occupier, paying land tax for the house of 7 shillings.
Louise was one of the 13 children of Quakers Richard 
and Susanna Harris, born in London in 1776. She married 
William Barlow in Esher in 1803, and in 1806 Louise 
inherited £1,500 after her father’s death. Prior to moving 
to Holybourne the couple lived for a while in Streatham, 
then Anstey House, Alton.  William died in in 1839 and was 
buried in Holybourne churchyard - a memorial tablet in the 
Church reads: “Sacred to the memory of William Barlow 
Esq. who died at Holybourne December 12th 1839 in the 
81st year of his age”
The Lawn and his other properties in Holybourne passed 
jointly to his wife and his nephew Robert Barlow. William 
had previously made an agreement with James Langrish of 
Neatham to purchase Inwood, the property at 99 London 
Road. This sale then went ahead in January 1840 to Mrs 
Louise Barlow and “Robert Barlow Esq of no. 18 Circus in 
the City of Bath”.
William, born in 1759, was the son of wealthy mercer 
William and his wife Hilare. Two of his brothers held 
prominent positions, the younger, Sir George Hilaro Barlow, 

From the Archives was appointed to the Bengal Civil Service in 1778, and 
served as Acting Governor-General of India from 1805 to 
1807. Unfortunately while serving as Governor of Madras in 
1809, his lack of tact caused a mutiny of the British officers 
of the Madras Army. An elder brother, Sir Robert, after a 
long and distinguished career in the Royal Navy, achieved 
the rank of Rear-Admiral, and it was his son Robert who 
became William’s heir.
Robert Barlow was born in 1788 in Fowey, Cornwall. He 
married Catherine Wilberforce Bird in 1813 and pursued a 
career in the East India Company Civil Service as Collector 
of Ghazeerpore. It is recorded that Catherine bore 17 
children, all in India except the last, George Nelson born 
in Kent in 1836. Many of these died as infants but one 
daughter, Caroline Penelope born 1921, lived throughout 
her childhood at The Lawn with the childless William and 
Louise.
By 1841 Robert, Catherine and four of their children were 
living at The Lawn, but neither Louise nor Caroline Penelope 
appear to have been present. After Robert’s death in 1845 
the family remained at The Lawn, the 1851 census records 
Catherine away but Caroline 29, Isabella 22 and Lucy 18 at 
home. Louise Barlow was then living in Farnham with other 
Barlow relatives.
On Saturday 20th March 1852 a notice appeared in the 
Hampshire Chronicle advertising the sale of household 
furniture and effects at a property in Holybourne by Mrs 
Barlow. Louise Barlow died in Wandsworth in October 
1860. In 1861 Catherine was resident with her son George 
Nelson and his family in Reading. She died in August of the 
same year.
The next occupants of The Lawn were George Walpole 
White, his wife Elizabeth, son Frederick, daughter Charlotte, 
and mother-in-law Charlotte White. 
Linda Habberfield, From the Holybourne Archive
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Brendoncare Alton – 
nursing and dementia care 
a warm and safe environment

Purpose-built property with a home-from-home feel and accessible gardens 

Kindness, care, choice 
and community

                  
                  

Rated  

GOOD  
by the  

Care Quality  

Commission

Brendoncare Alton
Adams Way, Alton, GU34 2UU
www.brendoncare.org.uk Registered charity

no. 326508

Visitors are always welcome to look 
around the home and meet our team
For more information,  

01420 549797
or email 

 

alton@brendoncare.org.uk
please call us on 

It’s been a busy quarter for residents and staff at The Lawn 
care home in Holybourne. You may have read in the last 
issue about the Teddies toddler group taking temporary 
residence at the home whilst essential renovation works 
take place at the Church of Holy Rood. The group continues 
to meet at the care home weekly, which is very much 
enjoyed by the residents and staff. 
Residents are also enjoying more frequent outings and 
twice a month are visiting places of interest such as garden 
centres, retail parks, Country Market and many others. The 
care home’s support group are hosting monthly afternoon 
teas, weather permitting outside in the stunning grounds. 
It’s a wonderful opportunity to get everyone together over 
beautiful handmade cakes, teas and coffee.
The team and residents have also been busy in the garden 
in the run up to the summer months planting lettuce and 
radishes alongside flowers and are planning to enter the 
‘Towergate in Bloom’ competition – fingers crossed!
Amanda Fletcher, Friends of the Elderly  
07484 516 357  amanda.fletcher@fote.org.uk
For more information about The Lawn or to book a visit, go 
to www.fote.org.uk

Life at The Lawn care home
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Tel: 01420 87654 whitehart@holybourne.com 139 London Road, Holybourne, Alton, Hampshire. GU34 4EY

Mon-Sat
8am - 11pm

Sun
8am - 10.30pm

FOOD

Mon-Fri
8am-3pm / 5 - 9pm

Sat  8am - 9pm

Sun 8am - 8pm

A big thanks to all who joined us for the second annual Hart 
Fest, our festival in a day. We had a brilliant time this year with 
a line up of six great bands including the much loved Key 
Lime Pi and their ten-piece brass ensemble, Holybourne’s 
own Blue Eyed Soul and our headline act, Skyline, who 
came from Southampton to deliver their captivating mix of 
rock and blues. If you missed it, put it in your calendar for 
next year as it will be bigger and better still. We plan to kick 
off in the morning with a proper Canadian Pancake ‘brekki’ 
followed by some fun races, face painting for the kids, a 
BBQ in the afternoon and a great lineup of live music. A 
village fete and music festival all in one!
Meanwhile, Lorne is back in the kitchen full time and 
working hard with the team to ensure our menu is ever-
evolving, fresh and seasonal. Expect great specials every 
week as the team make sure there is always something new 
to try.  The pizza menu will have changed a little by the 
time you read this, and there will be a super food salad on 
the menu as well. As you know we don’t like to stand still, 
so our immensely popular steak night will be evolving into 
a grill night where the menu will include not only steaks but 
grilled favourites such as fish, lamb and chicken, so make 
sure you pop in to give it a try. Friday nights will feature 
‘fish and fizz’ and Lorne has been working closely with two 
fishmongers to make sure we get freshly caught sustainable 
fish every week. There are also ‘lite bites’ on the menu for 

The White Hart smaller appetites, along with an early week set menu to 
give you an excuse not to cook and let us spoil you. Finally, 
as a national focus on healthy – and allergy free food - is 
part of daily life, Lorne is addressing this in every dish. From 
gluten free puddings to vegan options for mains, we aim 
to deliver a menu that is indulgent but also suits everyone.
As for drinks, Carey has been tirelessly seeking out the 
perfect batch of new gins for our extensive list, along with 
choosing great glassware with which to imbibe.  You will 
also see an expanded ‘by the glass’ list for wine along with 
a broader range. We are also proud to say that through 
working closely with our suppliers, we have some great 
new non-alcoholic drinks on the way that all have less, or 
only natural sugars in them. We know that sugar content is 
on everyone’s minds at the moment so we are taking steps 
to be more conscious of this. 
As always we want to make sure that we are giving our 
locals the pub they want so if you think we are missing a 
trick anywhere please give us a nudge.  
Finally - and yes we are going to say it -  Christmas is just 
around the corner… no really it is! We are already 50% 
booked for Christmas day and Lorne has a five-course 
menu in the works that will make it a truly special day. So if 
you are thinking about not cooking this year, make sure you 
book now.
Once again, we would like to thank all of you for your 
support and we look forward to seeing all of you soon. 
Lorne, Carey, Daisy and the White Hart team



15www.holybourne.com Summer 2018 Holybourne
Neatham& Village Magazine

This summer not only the weather sizzled for the 
Honeys!
Memorable events have included listening to the 
encounters of a British woman in Iran during the 
revolution in the late 1970s. We were astounded 
as her story unfolded of a daring escape from that 
country, helped by her Iranian husband. It was like 
listening to a script for a blockbuster film. 
A hat collector gave an interesting short history of 
straw hat making. We discovered that the intricate 
pattern of construction of a hat indicates the country 
of origin. Trying on hats and then concluding with our 
version of the Mad Hatter’s Tea Party was a great way 
to spend an evening.
Talented guitarist and songwriter Ted Nichols 
entertained us on a glorious summer evening with a 
variety of songs from musicians such as Oasis, Brian 
Adams, Bob Dylan and Brian May. A glass of wine 
plus fantastic music delighted members and guests 
alike. 
Join us any time, guests are always welcome.
Details can be found on the village noticeboards.
Janice Childs, Wendy Ostler & Sharon Buckle 
holybournewi@gmail.com

Holybourne Honeys WI

Ted NicholsA mad hatter?Straw hats & tea - a very English affair!

Alan Hayward (left) and Gary Appleton inspect footbridge

Friends of Alton Station
Since the last issue, we have had the opportunity to inspect 
the interior of the footbridge for a second time. As you 
would expect, there were representatives of Network Rail 
present, and they announced that they have moved the 
removal date to February 2019. This is excellent news, but 
it’s surprising how fast time flies.
At the time of writing, we have secured a lot of letters of 
support for the proposed new charity, but we have still yet 
to complete the business plan.
We attended the Alton Bus Rally at Anstey Park on the 15th 
July and got a lot of support from he public. However, the 
big news is that we have decided to attend an exhibition 
at the Birmingham NEC in October. It is clear that if we are 
to make a funding application, we need match funding 
from alternative sources. Having researched exhibitions for 
people in the timber industry, we found ‘Timber Expo’, part 
of a larger trade exhibition for the construction industry. 
Here we hope to find some companies willing to sponsor 
our project and/or offer in-kind materials and labour to 
help us along.
Stephen Lewis, Chair of Friends of Alton Station  
www.Fr iendsOfAltonStat ion.org.uk
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Stubby’s: more 
than window 
cleaners
When Peter and I started our business in 2008, we made 
Holybourne our base and our home as we liked the village 
and the community here. Peter, a former chef, was hit by the 
recession in 2008 and made redundant from a local pub, 
so he decided to try something new. It turned out he had 
a great aptitude and passion for it. “Like icing a cake,” he 
says. Together we worked on a business plan and model, 
making customer service and branding our top priorities. 
We are often told by new customers that they don’t know 
where their previous window cleaner has disappeared to. 
We don’t intend to disappear.
With this in mind we have a great team and take pride in 
training them to our high standards, not only in window 
cleaning technique and Health and Safety regulations, but 
also instilling in them our ethos. We are smart, presentable 
and insured!
We have a fleet of seven vans and have expanded so much 
that we now have a unit in Bordon, where we run the 
business day to day. It’s quite an operation, with 10,000 
litres of purified water and four washing machines and 
tumbles dryers, as well as all our equipment including a 
65-foot pole.
As well as domestic and commercial window cleaning, we 
can also empty your gutters, which includes flushing the 
down pipes. Regular window cleaning customers receive 
the benefit of a free of charge annual gutter check. We also 
offer minor gutter repairs, a gutter fascia soffit wash down 

(the white UPVC around your property), cleaning of solar 
panels and conservatory valets. In addition, our chimney 
sweeping business services open fires and log burners, 
investigates problem chimneys with bird nest removal, 
smoke tests and CCTV inspections, as well as fitting caps, 
cowls and birdcages. Our pressure washing business deals 
with patios, decking, driveways and block paving. 
Due to our growth we have recently taken on an operations 
manager, Ian Price, or Tufty to those that know him. He 
comes with a wealth of knowledge and experience, so we 
can continue to offer a friendly, professional service. Some 
of you may know him from House Proud, also based in 
Holybourne. A typical day for Ian would be meeting the 
10-strong team in Bordon, handing out job sheets and 
preparing the vans with all equipment needed for the day. 
The teams are then sent out on their respective rounds 
which include up to 20 houses depending on size and 
what type of work they are completing. They meet back 

in Bordon at around 4pm to debrief and 
wash cloths in preparation for the next 
day. On a Friday they can often be seen in 
the White Hart toasting a busy week.
Please take the time to visit our 
three newly launched websites:  
www.stubbyswindowcleaning.co.uk 
www.stubbyschimneysweeping.co.uk 
www.stubbyspressurewashing.co.uk
and see our facebook pages for before 
and after pictures of the great work we do.
As a thank you to all our customers in 
Holybourne we are offering a deal. Please 
get in touch and quote STUSUMMER for 
£5 off a chimney sweep of 10% off a 
Pressure Wash.
Lauren Stubbings

Lauren and Peter Stubbings (left) and team members
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Local artist Abi Wicking’s work can be seen in many 
homes in and around Holybourne. Her animal portraits are 
treasured by their owners for their lifelike detail and her 
wildlife paintings are exhibited internationally. Yet Abi was 
never trained in art. She spoke to Tessa Laughton about 
her work and the connection she feels to her natural 
subjects. 
Could you start by telling me about your work and the 
subjects you choose to draw?
I am a self taught portrait and wildlife artist, working mainly 
in coloured pencil, acrylics and oil paints. After college I 
had planned to go to university to study further but I wasn’t 
completely convinced. So I went travelling around New Zealand 
with my boyfriend, camping and hiking for three months. We are 
both qualified scuba divers and it was whilst diving there that I 
saw my first whale and great white shark. I fell in love with both. 
These were followed by more incredible examples of marine 
life, including dolphins and seals at the beautiful marine reserve 
at Tutukaka. I was hooked. But we had to come back and since I 
felt I couldn’t sit in a classroom again, I started working at a horse 
livery yard. It was when one of the owners there was looking for 
a portrait of a dog to give as a present that I got my first artistic 
commission. I’d always been good at drawing, even though 
I’d not studied it at school, so I just offered to do it. And that’s 
how I started doing pet portraits, largely horses, dogs and cats. I 
worked on commission through word of mouth and it just snow-
balled. But what really interests me is wildlife.

What attracts you to animals and wildlife in particular?
I’ve always loved animals and the natural world. I like the way 
they move, their colours and the expression you can capture 
on their faces. I am passionate about conservation and hope to 
capture this in my work and present it in a way that appeals to 
others in the hope of inspiring them.   

Were you drawn to art from an early age?
I’ve always been a scribbler. Ever since I could hold a pencil I 
drew on everything, from mum and dad’s letters left on the coffee 
table, to Grandpa’s newspaper, then later, doodles all over my 
school books. I enjoyed art at school, but never thought of it as a 
career since the idea was generally scoffed at. We thought that it 
wasn’t how good you were but who you knew in the art world, 
therefore I would never make it. But I always loved to do it.

How would you describe your style? 
I would like to say its realistic, at least that’s what I’m aiming for. 
A lot of time and attention goes into the detail so I hope it shows 
in each piece. 

Is there any animal or scene that you particularly like to 
draw or paint?
I really enjoy painting water, especially the ocean. Underwater 
scenes or a view from the surface, with the way the water moves. 
When it captures the light it produces such unique shapes and 
amazing colours. I like to get it looking as realistic as I can so that 
you feel like you can almost dive in or touch it!  

Your portraits are incredibly lifelike in their detail and 
depth, how do you achieve this effect?
Time and practice. A lot of both. I start with a pencil outline in 2H, 
then bring in the colour and work right to left so I don’t smudge 

Abi Wicking: Q&A
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it (because I’m a lefty). Thinking about where my highlights are 
going to be, working from the foreground to the back because 
with coloured pencils you can’t draw light on top of dark like you 
can with pastels. I fill in a bit at a time, completing all the layers as 
I go, revealing a complete portrait, as if you were pulling back a 
cover. Also a good photo to copy from really helps.

Is any of your work being exhibited now or has it been in 
the past?
I was short listed for the David Shepard Wildlife Foundation artist 
of the year award in May this year so I had two pieces exhibited 
in the Mall Galleries in London. I was also asked to submit a piece 

for Sketch for Survival along with other professional wildlife artists 
and some celebrities to raise money to fund an anti-poaching 
dog pack for the Garamba National Park in the Congo. These 
works will be going on a tour and among other galleries will 
be exhibited at the Oxo on the South Bank in London and The 
Explorers Club and Salmagundi Club in New York. I will also be 
exhibiting some pieces locally in the Allen gallery in Alton high 
street in September. The exhibition – A hundred years from then 
and now – looks back over a hundred years of remembrance 
of the Great War and forward to a range of endangered wildlife 
pieces to raise conservation awareness and hopefully, inspire 
change.

Where do you work? Do you have a studio?
I currently work from home in Holybourne, in my family’s little 
cottage not far from the church. My bedroom is full of canvases, 
which my dog does not appreciate. 

I know you’re often commissioned to do portraits, when 
you’re not working on commissions, how do you choose 
your subjects and where do you find your inspiration?
Oh heck, my brain is full of ideas and I’m constantly inspired 
by everything I see, I can’t keep up. I choose subjects that are 
endangered or threatened either by poaching or habitat loss 
so, unfortunately, there are plenty to choose from. I hope that 
by putting them on canvas and presenting them to people in 
an attractive way it might inspire them to make small changes in 
their daily lives such as using less single-use plastic or choosing 
different products at the shops. 

Have you found it easy to make a living from art?
It’s been a slow process. Creating the art’s not the problem – it’s 
finding people that want to buy it! At the beginning it took a lot 
of perseverance and living simply. I definitely had to look at it 
as a hobby with the money it brought in as a bonus, I think if I 
looked on it as a job from the outset I would have been severely 
disappointed. But I felt strongly about it and the money (or lack 
of it) didn’t bother me so I kept at it, and now three years on 
I’ve managed to grow every year. The portraits have been really 
popular and thanks to people spreading the word, I’ve always 
got at least two or three in the pipeline. The paintings are more 

specific and therefore harder to find a market for. I 
was really lucky with the David Shepherd Wildlife 
Foundation, hopefully that’s my metaphorical toe 
in the door and should all be upwards from here. 

Whats next? Do you have big plans for the 
future?
The hope is that the paintings gain in popularity 
so that I can work on them more than just relying 
on the portraits. The portraits are great to do and 
very satisfying when you get them right (I’ve had 
a few emotional tears by recipients) but there’s 
not a lot of creativity or imagination involved 
and I’d really like to stretch myself. I’d also like to 
travel out to some conservation projects and get 
hands on with the work they do. Hopefully, when 
there’s a bit of demand for my work I’ll be able 
to team up with some of them to help raise funds 
in the form of exhibitions for work they’re doing.  

What would be your advice to young people 
in Holybourne and elsewhere keen to 
embark on an artistic career?
Be patient and wait for a following to build up 
and love every minute. You can’t put a price on 
passion. 
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Holybourne Village
Association

Alton Fringe Theatre

Almshouse available

Luther, by John Osborne
Power and corruption, 
faith and doubt, 
commitment and betrayal, 
Europe on the edge of a 
tumultuous split… sound 
familiar? In Osborne’s 
Luther we encounter all of 
these issues which, while 
focusing on the life, works, 
beliefs and struggles of 
the 16th century reformer 
Martin Luther, are very 
relevant today. Alton 
Fringe Theatre’s bold new 
production brings Luther’s 
struggle with the world, 
the church and his own 
psychological state into a contemporary setting.
Luther, first performed to critical acclaim in 1961, examines 
Martin Luther’s struggle with his own conscience, his 
tortured self-doubt, his obstinacy, his problem accepting 
authority. The events leading up to and through what we 
may now term the Reformation are intimately connected 
by Osborne with Luther’s psychology and beliefs. The 
play charts episodes in Luther’s life from his induction into 
the Augustine religious order, through his conflict with 
his father, conflict with the Pope, his campaign against 
‘indulgences’, to the formulation of his new theology and 
his eventual split with the Catholic church.
This new production, directed by Steve Gerlach, features 
a strong cast and original music by Mike Orchard, specially 
commissioned for AFT’s production. Expect intensity, 
power and humour!
Wessex Arts Theatre (Alton College)  
28th, 29th & 30th November 2018

Future Governance of Holybourne
As both Holybourne and Alton increase in population, it 
seems only sensible to consider how the cohesion and 
identity of our village can be maintained into the future. 
At the moment, Holybourne is part of Alton Town Council 
and we have one Councillor, James Voller, to represent us 
on the ATC. As the village has grown so much over the last 
30 years, the needs of the village are not always the same 
as those of the rest of Alton. Consequentially, Holybourne 
Village Association has been investigating the possibility of 
our community becoming a parish council.
What would this mean in practice? It means we would have 
more control of our own affairs. An elected Parish Council 
would be made up of people who live in Holybourne 
and have our interests at heart. They would draw up a 
budget which would cover things such as maintenance 
of our open spaces, provision of allotments, a part time 
Parish Clerk, possible funding for local organisations, and 
the provision of any other services that the community 
requires, that are not provided by East Hampshire District 
Council or Hampshire County Council. This budget would 
be financed by the precept part of our council tax that 
currently is paid to Alton Town Council, but would 
potentially be ring-fenced for use in our local area.
This only comes at the cost of extra responsibility, but with 
a Parish Clerk to deal with the day to day management and 
accounting, and with a ready pool of able residents from 
which to elect our Councillors, this should be perfectly 
manageable.
The main disadvantage to forming a parish council is the 
loss of the economies of scale that we perhaps gain from 
being part of ATC. Also, having little or no responsibility as 
we do at present, we remain protected by the  knowledge 
that others are acting on our behalf. 
What happens next? Well, the next stage is to consult 
widely with the village. If there is strong support for the 
idea, then we need to petition EHDC in order to trigger a 
Governance review. This would require signatures from 187 
(approx. 10% of our population) residents on the electoral 
register, supporting the forming of a Parish Council for a 
defined area. EHDC will then consider the proposal and 
decide whether it is in the best interests, and is the desire 
of the people of Holybourne, and how it will affect the 
wider community, and decide accordingly.
If we are to go down this route, we would need the 
support of the whole community, so please let us know 
your thoughts, and any questions that you, no doubt, will 
have.
David Houghton
Vice Chairman
Holybourne Village Association

The Complin Memorial Trust provides three almshouses for 
“aged persons of good character” with strong connections 
to Holybourne and Neatham. Residents contribute a weekly 
sum towards maintenance of the almshouses without 
causing hardship.
One of the almshouses has become vacant and applications 
for residency are invited. Initial interest should be in writing 
to:  
The Trustees of the Complin Memorial Trust  
The Complins Trust
c/o The Parish Office
Church Street
Alton 
GU34 2BW
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The Good Mothers
The Calabrian Mafia is one of the richest and most 
ruthless organized crime syndicates in the world, 
running 70% of the cocaine in Europe, managing 
billion-dollar extortion rackets, brokering illegal 
arms deals and plundering states. Neatham-based 
journalist and author Alex Perry followed the stories of 
three extraordinary women who tried to break free 
of this mafia. His book, The Good Mothers is out now. 
Here he tells us how he came across their stories and 
why he felt compelled to tell them.
In the spring of 2015, I flew to Sicily to report a story about 
the European migration crisis. Then, as now, hundreds 
of thousands of migrants from Africa and the Middle 
East were crowding into small fishing boats and flimsy 
rubber dinghies in Libya, Egypt and Turkey and setting 
out across the Mediterranean for Europe. In fifteen years, 
twenty-two thousand had drowned en route. But if the 
humanitarian crisis was well known and comprehensively 
reported, I had been tipped off that a central explanation 
for this catastrophe had received less attention. Anti-mafia 
prosecutors in Palermo were claiming to have evidence 
suggesting that one answer to why so many refugees and 
migrants were heading to Sicily was because the Italian 
mafia wanted them to. 
In Sicily, I interviewed the prosecutors and reviewed their 
evidence, and talked to carabinieri, anti-mafia activists, 
refugees and social workers. Where the world had seen an 
unprecedented emergency, Italy’s gangsters had perceived 
an unrivalled opportunity. North African and Middle Eastern 
gangs handled the trafficking across the Mediterranean. But 
once the migrants arrived, mafiosi were making millions 
from them, sometimes putting them to work on farms for 
as little as €3 a day, sometimes taking a cut from Nigerian 
prostitution rackets, but mainly by infiltrating and corrupting 
Italy’s immigration system. The mafia’s men inside these 
authorities ensured that mafia businesses were awarded 
contracts for the construction and management of refugee 
reception centers. Each migrant earned the mafia €28 per 
head per day. A three-year contract to run Europe’s biggest 
migrant centre at Mineo in eastern Sicily was worth €97 
million. A carabinieri surveillance team in Rome recorded 
one mobster, convicted murderer Salvatore Buzzi, boasting 
in a phone call to an associate: ‘Do you have any idea 
how much I make from immigrants? Even drugs aren’t as 
profitable!’ 
The story was a startling correction to the idea of the Italian 
mafia as historic. It also repudiated any notions of mafia 
glamour. Here was a vast present-day criminal conspiracy 
making tens of millions from the excruciating suffering 
of hundreds of thousands of people and 3,000 to 4,000 
deaths every year. This was not the stylish menace of The 
Godfather or Goodfellas or even Elena Ferrante. This was 
sordid, venal and deadly. 
My last two interviews were in Rome. Through friends, I 

contacted a journalist in the capital who specialized in 
mafia stories, Laura Aprati, and asked her to set up two 
interviews, one with a carabinieri chief, another with a 
senior anti-mafia magistrate, both of whom she knew. 
Laura’s price was €250 plus my mandatory attendance 
at a showing of a play she had co-written with another 
journalist and two anti-mafia activists at a school in a run-
down, mafia-heavy area on the outskirts of Rome. ‘You will 
come,’ commanded Laura. 
The play turned out to be a one-woman show, accompanied 
by the mournful bow of a single cellist, set against a plain, 
blood-red backdrop. At the time, I spoke no Italian and 
understood very little of the drama, but one thing I did 
manage to catch was the name of the play’s protagonist, 
Maria Concetta Cacciola. That single name turned out to be 
the key that unlocked another hidden world. Concetta, as I 
later read in several thousand pages of judicial documents, 
had been born into a family that worked for one of the ruling 
clans in the Calabrian mafia, the ’Ndrangheta, in the toe of 
Italy. In May, June and July 2011, she had testified against 
her family in return for entry to Italy’s witness protection 
programme. By doing so, she was following the example 
of two other ’Ndrangheta women, her friend Giuseppina 
Pesce, who came from Concetta’s home town of Rosarno 
on Calabria’s west coast, and Lea Garofalo, who was 
from Pagliarelle, a mountain village above Calabria’s east 
coast. Concetta, Giuseppina and Lea all shared the same 
motivations for giving evidence. They wanted their children 
to have a different life, away from the blood and killing of 
the mafia; and they had all been accused of having an affair.
The three women’s testimony blew the secret world of 
the ’Ndrangheta wide open. Like Sicily’s Cosa Nostra and 
the Camorra in Naples, the ’Ndrangheta (pronounced un-
drung-get-a and derived from the Greek andrangheteia, 
meaning ‘society of men of honour and valour’) had been 
founded in the tumultuous years around the unification 
of the Italian peninsula in 1861. Like the other two mafias, 
the ’Ndrangheta covered its criminality with a veneer of 
righteous revolution, claiming that their infiltration and 
corruption of the economy and the state was part of an 
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honourable, southern subversion of the new northern-
dominated Italian state. But at the time little else was 
known about the organization. For most of its existence, 
the ’Ndrangheta had been considered a poor cousin to 
Cosa Nostra and the Camorra, country bumpkins in dusty 
suits who might extract protection from the local trattoria 
but never strayed far from their groves of oranges, lemons 
and olives. 
Thanks in part to the three women’s testimony, that caricature 
was revealed as woefully out of date. In their statements to 
police and in court, which ran to thousands of pages, the 
women described a global monster. Eventually, Calabria’s 
prosecutors would conclude that the ’Ndrangheta had a 
presence in 120 of the world’s 200 countries and a global 
income of $50-100 billion, at its upper end around $10 
billion more than Microsoft’s annual revenue. They ran 
heroin, marijuana and 70% of the cocaine in Europe. They 
extorted Calabria’s businesses for billions of euros every 
year and, further afield, embezzled and rigged contracts 
from the Italian government and the European Union worth 
billions more, even cornering the market in the disposal 
of nuclear waste, which they dumped in the Red Sea off 
Somalia. Their empire linked a mob war in Toronto to a 
cocaine-delivering pizzeria in Queen’s, New York, called 
Cucino a Modo Mio (I Cook My Own Way) to the reported 
ownership of an entire Brussels neighbourhood to mining 
in Togo. 
Their gun-running business directly affected the destiny 
of nations: Franco Roberti, head of Italy’s anti-mafia 
directorate, told me the ’Ndrangheta was selling weapons 
to several sides in Syria’s civil war. But it was laundering 
their riches and those of other crime groups from around 
the world, which the Calabrians did for a fee, that made the 
’Ndrangheta a global power. Millions of people worked 
in their companies, shopped in their stores, ate in their 
restaurants, lived in their buildings and elected politicians 
they funded. Giuseppe Lombardo, a Calabrian prosecutor 
specializing in the ’Ndrangheta’s finances, told me that by 
buying up the government debt of two Asian countries, 
Thailand and Indonesia, then threatening to dump it, the 
’Ndrangheta had blackmailed entire nations into letting 
it operate on their territory. Their money, said Lombardo, 
had elevated the group to a position of invulnerability. 
They now occupied a ‘fundamental and indispensable 
position in the global market,’ he said, one that was ‘more 
or less essential for the smooth functioning of the global 
economic system.’ 
That almost no one knew any of this until the last decade 
or so is no coincidence. The secret of the ’Ndrangheta’s 
success was secrecy or, as they called it, omertà. As I 
describe in The Good Mothers, their great flaw turned out 
to be the claustrophobic family loyalty and murderous 
misogyny with which they enforced it. The women of 
the ’Ndrangheta had lives as restricted as women living 
under conservative Islam. To persuade them to talk, all the 
prosecutors had to do was offer them and their children 
an alternative. 

The investigations built on Concetta’s, Giuseppina’s and 
Lea’s evidence brought down several large crime families 
and shook the ’Ndrangheta to its core. What unnerves me, 
still, is that such a giant, global enterprise could function 
for so long without anyone knowing. That revelation 
sits alongside two other disturbing modern truths: that 
globalization assists illicit business as much as it does 
legitimate commerce; and that the era of global, mass 
connectivity has, paradoxically, decreased how what we 
know about the world as the conversation narrows to a 
few common narratives (Trump, terrorism, #Metoo) and the 
truth is subsumed by noise. 
What I discovered about the ’Ndrangheta has made me 
curious about other, equally unfamiliar organised crime 
groups. Years of research lie ahead. But I can already say 
with some confidence that the great hidden truth of our 
era is that terrorism is a spectacular distraction from the real 
threat: the rise of global organised crime. From drugs to 
guns, cyber-attacks to the dark web, political financing to 
narco-states, people trafficking to child abuse, tax havens 
to smuggled wine, counterfeit watches to fake news, nail 
bars to hand car washes and money laundering through 
property and financial markets from London to New York to 
Hong Kong to Johannesburg, organised crime is all around 
us. The most remarkable thing about that? Almost nobody 
seems to have noticed.

The Good Mothers by Alex Perry, published by William Collins.
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A J Robinson
Painting and Decorating

Interior/exterior painting and decorating service

Contact Allan on - Tel: 01420 89519 Mob: 07860232233

Email: ajrdecorating@aol.co.uk

Est 1989

Solar Power
Installation
Specialist

All electrical
installations
carried out

07774 479570
www.hankinelectrical.co.uk
01420 80935

Part P Compliant

wilkinschimneysweep.co.uk/northhants

TRADITIONAL BRUSH AND VACUUM SERVICE
NESTS REMOVED
CAGES, CAPS AND COWLS FITTED
SWEEPING CERTIFICATES ISSUED
PROFESSIONAL CLEAN SERVICE
FULLY INSURED
POLICE CHECKED Tel: 01256 830 777

www.philipcowdreyplumbingheating.co.uk
Tel/Fax: 01420 89937
Mobile: 07702 192152
Email: pcowdreyphs@gmail.com

LPG
Registered

BUILDING & PLUMBING

David C. Andrews
Building & Plumbing

Established 1967
Employing indentured and certifi ed
tradesmen able to carry out all 
aspects of their respective trades.
No job too small or too big.
Commercial, Industrial,
Domestic.

01420 84454
david.c.andrews67@gmail.com

Yoga Classes

Monday morning 10-11.30am BROXHEAD PAVILLION, LINDFORD.  GU35 0NY
Monday evening 6 - 7.30pm HOLYBOURNE VILLAGE HALL.  GU34 4HD
Tuesday afternoon 1 – 2.30pm BROXHEAD PAVILLION, LINDFORD.  GU35 0NY

All levels welcome.
 Build strength, flexibility, calmness.
  Reduce tension, stress, anxieties.
   Enjoy moving in guided postures, breathing,
    time to relax and nurturing your whole self.

£50 for block of 6 or £10 per class.
1:1s and small groups also bookable.
For further details and to book, please contact:
suetupper@btinternet.com 07946 078559
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Organic Beef , Lamb & Pork  
Meat Boxes from £59,  

Fresh ‘Artisan’ Bread, Fruit+Veg   
Local Hampshire produce 

EASTER EGG HUNT 31st March 10-4 FREE 
Farm trails, walks + hot drinks, cakes! 

Farm Shop & Cafe 

Tel/Fax 0142022331 
Open: Wed– Sat 9am-5pm 
 Isington Nr. Alton GU34 4PN 

WWW.MILLFARMORGANIC.COM 
Follow us  

Allen Gallery  
EXHIBITIONS  
7th July – 1st September 2018  
Out of Egypt

Travel back to the time of the pharaohs with a rare 
chance to view amazing objects in the care of 
Hampshire Cultural Trust. From mummy masks and 
wrappings to jewellery and even a mummified snake. 
Games and puzzles help reveal all about life and 
death in Ancient Egypt. Count like an Egyptian, write 
your name in hieroglyphics and decide which objects 
you would take with you into the afterlife! Free. 

CHARITIES’ FÊTE
Saturday 4th August, 11am - 3.30pm  
Local charity stalls in the Gallery garden offering a wide 
range of activities. Indoors if wet. FREE

ARCHAEOLOGY DAY
Saturday 18th August, 11am - 3pm  
Run by Friends of the Curtis Museum and Allen Gallery, this 
themed day in the gallery garden will feature visiting experts 
and local history and archaeology societies. There will be 
activities for young and old and a book stall. You can even 
take part in a ‘dig’ and see what you can find. FREE

TALKS
Thursday 13th September, 7.30pm  
The History of Alice Holt Forest
Roy Waight. Our series of Thursday evening talks under the 
aegis of the Friends of the Curtis Museum and Allen Gallery 
begins again with this talk on a fascinating area, long known 
for its pottery kilns. FREE

Thursday 27th September, 7.30pm  
Tales from the Watercress Line
Derek Seaton has been a volunteer on the Watercress 
Line for many years. Last year he wowed his audience 
with entertaining anecdotes about life on the line and 
he is back with more this year. 
Tickets from the Gallery, £5

Curtis Museum  
ANGLO-SAXON DAY
Saturday 11th August, 10.30am - 4.30pm  
Saxon re-enactors Weorod return to Crown Close next to 
the museum with stalls, demonstrations, and interpretations 
of all things Anglo-Saxon. After your visit, why not pop 
into the museum and see the remarkable buckle and other 
Anglo-Saxon exhibits unearthed in Alton.
FREE (donations welcome).

Curtis Museum & 
Allen Gallery

FRIENDS OF THE ALLEN GALLERY & CURTIS MUSEUM
A lively body that holds regular meetings to encourage 
interest in all things associated with the museum. 
Over the course of the year occasional activities and 
excursions are arranged – recent summers have seen 
visits to Liss Archaeological Society’s dig at Colemore, 
while the Christmas meeting is always fun, often with 
a ‘fiendish quiz’. Since being formed in 1934, the 
Friends have assisted in making many fine gifts to the 
museum and gallery and they have a special interest in 
the ceramic, glass and local collections. Throughout 
the year events such as plant sales are run by the 
Friends to help the museum and gallery.
The Friends have a close relationship with the staff of 
the Hampshire Cultural Trust and many of the volunteers 
are Friends. Meetings are held in the Allen Gallery, 
on the second Thursday of the month at 7.30pm, 
September to May inclusive. Invited speakers discuss 
a wide variety of subjects including painting, ceramics 
and other arts, costume, local and military history and 
archaeology.  Visitors are welcome; talks are free but a 
donation is always appreciated. Contact the Secretary, 
Jane Hurst, for further details: 01420 86701. 
Opening Hours are Tues-Sat:
Gallery 10.30am - 4.30pm; Museum 10am – 5pm 
 (01420 82802)  www.hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk
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Holybourne Shop
& Post Office
What a summer we are having: long, hot days and 
evenings which are perfect for sitting outside supping a 
cold beverage or two. And, for watching some nail biting 
football matches! It has certainly been a month of ice-
cream, cold drinks and sandwich sales for us.
To celebrate the World Cup season, we recently introduced 
cask ale from Triple fff to take out in reusable containers. 
These have so far included Moon Dance, Alton’s Pride, and 
the ever important A Game of Two Halves. Beer is available 
in either one or two litre containers and has been very well 
received by both football and real ale supporters equally.
Another summer success story for us has been the 
introduction of garden plants which are nurtured by a local 
lady. If you haven’t been to the shop recently, you can 
now pick up a great supply of plants including lavender, 
pinks, salvia, verbena and fuscia plus tomato, courgette 
and runner bean plants. They look and smell delicious, will 
certainly brighten up any garden and are very reasonably 
priced.
As it is BBQ season, we have stocked up on local Black 
Fox English woodland coppiced hardwood charcoal and 
we now offer a very tasty selection of BBQ items such as 
chicken tikka kebabs, lamb kofta, beefburgers and sausages 
from our local butcher, Soles of Alresford. The strawberries 
are also shooting out of the door each time they come in 
every Wednesday, they are certainly sweet and juicy and 
are adored by children and adults alike.
Our Post Office counters and back office systems were 
recently upgraded, enabling us to process your post more 
quickly and effectively. 

Stanley turned eight earlier this month and we 
decided to keep it low key so as not to overwhelm 
him with an army of fans. He continues to delight 
our customers and has built up a regular group 
of dog walkers – big thanks to these people (you 
know who you are) for keeping him active. He has 
been recently sporting his national colours both 
for the royal wedding and the football (hopefully 
by the time you read this, it will have come 
home)……
We will continue to introduce new products into 
the shop and will keep everyone updated via our 
facebook page: holybourneshopandpostoffice
Let’s raise a glass to the beauty of the Hampshire 
countryside and its wonderful producers.
Jo, Paul and the team
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Holidays or Holy Days?
This month sees the height of the 
holiday season, when many enjoy a 
change of routine. Yet let’s not miss 
the link between holidays and holy days, time set apart 
for celebration and refreshment. It’s challenging to think of 
our holidays as times to set time aside and reflect on our 
priorities amid the busyness of our lives.
As C S Lewis noted: ‘We are half-hearted creatures, fooling 
about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy 
is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on 
making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine 
what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea. We are far 
too easily pleased.’ (The Weight of Glory).
Our problem is that we too easily forget the big picture, 
that life is more than simply enjoying the here and now. As 
the Bible states, ‘He has also set eternity in the human heart’ 
(Ecclesiastes 3:11). This recognises that God has placed in 
us a profound sense that the true meaning of life can only 
be grasped when we acknowledge that life is more than 
the ‘stuff’ we surround ourselves with.  As the late Steve 
Jobs, the founder of Apple, once commented, ‘Being the 

From the 
Rectory

richest man in the cemetery doesn’t matter to me. Going 
to bed at night saying we’ve done something wonderful, 
that’s what matters to me.’
Jesus told the story of a man who is rich, successful and 
ambitious. He spends his time ensuring that he can ‘take 
life easy; eat, drink and be merry’ (Luke 12:19). However, 
his life is demanded by God, and that night he dies. Jesus 
concludes the story with these words: ‘This is how it will 
be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not 
rich towards God.’ (verse 21). Holidays can give us space 
to think about what it means to be ‘rich towards God’, as 
we reflect on the priorities that drive our lives. They can be 
as much Holy Days as holidays and vice versa.
What does this say about where we invest our time and 
energy? It begins with looking at how we give our heart 
and devotion to our relationship with God, his creation 
and his people. In what ways can we give greater priority 
to reading the Bible and prayer, as well as giving time to 
quiet and solitude? Or how are we investing in people, 
through our witness, encouragement or love, in a way that 
can change their lives not just for the here and now but for 
eternity. So why not ensure that your holidays this year are 
also holy days?
If you are going away, then do have a good and blessed 
time. If you are taking time out but staying in the area, do 
ensure that you carve out space to holiday and relax as well.  
And whatever, enjoy the recreation and the re-creation.
Andrew
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MIKE GARWOOD
AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERS

T: 01420 84458    F: 01420 88594 www.mikegarwoodltd.co.uk
Shelleys Barn, Shelleys Lane, East Worldham, Alton, Hampshire, GU34 3AQ

Generators 1-120KVA

ATVs & Mules

Deisel Engines
Collection or Mulching systems

Electic, battery & petrol:
Chainsaws, Blowers,
Strimmers, Shredders,
Hedgecutters

HIGHLY EXPERIENCED AND QUALIFIED 

TREE SURGEONS 
£5 MILLION PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE

01420 85199     info@crosscourtservices.com     crosscourts.co.uk

TREE SURGERY
TENNIS COURT MAINTENANCE

HEDGE CUTTING
LANDSCAPING SERVICES

LOG SALES

Based in Holybourne, Alton
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Banded Demoiselles settled on riverside vegetation

Iron bacteria deposit in channel by Upper Neatham Mill

Water is therapeutic, particularly on a hot summer’s day, 
when people tend to gravitate to riversides, lakes and 
seashores. The northern Wey running below the village can 
be accessed at three bridges, at both the Neatham mills as 
well as Haw Bridge, where it flows out of the village towards 
Froyle, Bentley and Farnham. This riverside footpath makes a 
convenient summer evening walk.
A hot late afternoon of 26 June with a cloudless blue 
sky the river flowed swiftly under Haw Bridge and there 
were long green streaming leaves of Floating Bur-reed. 
These were rooted in the river bed with the long leaves 
floating near the surface and over these, darting around 
on the wing were metallic blue demoiselles or damsel 
flies, occasionally settling on emergent plants, then taking 
off again. It took patience to get a good glimpse of one 
to see the partly blue coloured wings of the male Banded 
Demoiselle. The closely related male Beautiful Demoiselle, 
which has completely blue wings was also seen two days 
later at the Bourne footbridge near the river and at Neatham 
Mill where Janet Weston recorded finding detached wings, 
suggesting a predator in action. The green iridescent ones 
that Janet also saw were probably the females. Their life 
as an adult flying over the river is relatively short as they 
find a mate, and the females lay eggs. The young stage or 

Our River
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Cattle drinking from the river Wey at Haw Bridge

Ca l l  Peter  Ch ivers  on : 01256 389124
O r  M o b i l e :  0 7 8 0 3  0 9 6 6 4 2
B P C A  M E M B E R  -  F U L L Y  I N S U R E D
9  S T E N B U R Y  D R I V E ,  P R E S T O N  C A N D O V E R ,  B A S I N G S T O K E
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PETER CHIVERS PCS
WASP NEST TREATMENTS
DON’T GET STUNG
CALL FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE NOW

FOR ALL YOUR PEST CONTROL NEEDS:
Wasps, Bees, Rats, Mice, Moles, Cluster Flies, Squirrels,
Cockroaches, Rabbits, Pigeons, Bird-Proofing,
Emergancy Wasp Nest Treatments, Mole Trapping Specialist
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nymph is aquatic and can live for more than a year growing 
on the river bed. Demoiselles favour the more mature river 
rather than the intermittent headwaters or winterbournes 
of the Alton source. These are the two largest of our native 
damsel flies, one favouring fast water, the other, a slower 
flow. 

The Orange Stream
Walking along the footpath between Upper Neatham Mill 
and Mill Cottage farm, there are various strands of water 
where in the past the channel has been diverted and 
divided for the purpose of the mill and more recently 
new channels dug for road drainage off the Alton by-
pass that was constructed in the 1970s. Here parts of the 
stream bed are bright orange, visible at all times of year 
but particularly after wet weather. This, whether you like 
the look of it or not, is a harmless iron deposit caused by 
certain iron bacteria that use iron-rich minerals in chemical 
reactions through which they extract energy, rather as we 
do from metabolising  sugars.  There is no need to hit the 
Environment Agency pollution incident hot line as nothing 
can be done about it and it is not dangerous to health. 
I first saw this phenomenon in a stream at Imperial College’s 
Field Station at Silwood Park near Ascot in the early 1960s. 
Iron bacteria streams of geohydrological interest are 
included in the website of the Berks Geoconservation group 
(www.berksgeoconservation.org) with the iron streams of 
Barkham  (SU789660) being one of their listed sites. The 
Berkshire examples are both due to the iron-rich Bagshot 
Sands where water leaches through the sands carrying ions 
(electrically charged groups of atoms) that are eventually 
deposited in another form – the orange precipitate when 
exposed to oxygen when the greenish ferrous ion becomes 
an orange ferric ion (rust) combining with three instead 
of two oxygen atoms. This reaction has been triggered 
by certain primitive bacteria that extract energy from iron 
leaving the coloured deposit and slime from the bacteria. 
Iron bacteria feature in several American websites so it is 
not just a local phenomenon.  Other groups of bacteria 
extract energy from other minerals. 

Our River continued...

Common Teasel in flower at Haw Bridge

Floating Bur-reed in the River Wey at Haw Bridge

Bacteria as life forms have been present for far longer 
than the main groups of animals and plants that radiated 
out about 500 million years ago – bacteria are estimated 
to have been here at least two billions of years since the 
early days of the Earth. In those days the environment 
was not a pleasant place, no oxygen, exceedingly high 
temperatures, volcanoes, noxious gases and chemical 
soups so the archaeobacteria became adapted to extreme 
conditions and some are still around making use of their 
different chemical pathways to maintain life. Microscopic 
and simple though they are, bacteria are the real survivors 
and could well see us out.
Holybourne is not on Bagshot sands of Berkshire heaths, 
but on chalk. Some iron could come from iron minerals 
in chalk, like the iron pyrites of fossils, but it could also 
come from man-made causes such as pollutants from road 
run-off from the bypass or roundabout. The orange deposit 
only prevails in the small stream by the footpath and is not 
seen in the Wey itself where the stream water receives 
considerable dilution so it appears these primitive bacteria 
are giving an environmental service in dealing with a local 
pollutant, taking it out of the water system. In June this year, 
there was no flow in this water channel and a scum on the 
surface, pointing to this being part of the drainage for the 
roundabout and it is some weeks since we have had rain, 
hence the still water.
June Chatfield, Chair, Northern Wey Trust
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It’s not often you hear a cricketer complaining about the 
weather being too hot, but there’s a first time for everything! 
The great weather so far this summer has helped to make 
everything run a little more smoothly and cut down on a 
lot of field work with the ground dry and hard, perfect for 
cricket. In the absence of our skilled groundsman Andy 
Gagen, everyone has been getting involved and we are 
turning out a reasonable pitch every week. We wish Andy 
a speedy recovery from his knee operation and hope 
that he’s ready to start again next spring. On the playing 
side, the juniors are starting to wind up their season ready 
for the holidays. Thanks to all the coaches, umpires and 
parents who turn out every week to help. It’s been a 
good performance with the U9s currently 4th in North 
Hampshire Youth Cricket League (NHYCL) Division 3; U11’s 
currently 4th in Division 3 and in the quarter final of the Plate 
Competition; the U13s currently 8th in Division 2 and the 
first round of the Plate Competition; and U15’s currently 6th 
in Division 2 and in the Semi Final of the Plate Competition. 
Well done everyone.
Whilst the formal coaching sessions will finish on 20th July 
we will still continue to play games and have some fun at 
the club on a Friday evening from 6pm, the bar and BBQ 
will remain open until 1st September 2018. The end of 
season awards will be held in late August for the juniors 
and September for the senior teams, keep checking our 
website http://holybourne.play-cricket.com for the date.
We have some great social events coming up soon so put 
21st July in your diaries for a Caribbean evening at the club 
- fun games, raffle prizes, cocktails, great food - all with 
a hint of the tropical. This event will be to raise funds for 
cancer research and associated cancer charities, so please 
come along and support us.
We are holding a Festival of Cricket over the bank holiday 
weekend in August, a last blast of summer with a T20 Lads 
vs Dads on Friday, the final match of the season on Saturday, 
the Sixes Competition on Sunday and finally the Presidents 
XI vs the Chairman’s XI on Monday.
Our two senior Saturday teams are enjoying quite different 
fortunes: the 1st XI remain high in their division while the 
2nd XI are struggling to find some form. Hopefully by the 
time you read this article we will be well on our way to a 
turn around.
We would like to say a big thank you to John Halliday, our 
retiring club president, for his contribution to the club as 

a player, a committee member and president: thanks John 
and best wishes for the future!
We are really pleased to announce that Andy Maddock will 
take over the role of president. Andy and his family have 
long supported Holybourne Cricket Club, Andy played 
regularly for the club and is now enjoying playing alongside 
his two sons. ‘Mads’ has a great knowledge of the game 
and we look forward to welcoming him on board. His 
guidance will doubtless help to continue our success on 
and off the field.
We asked Mads to say a few words for this article: “I am 
honoured and surprised to have been asked as well as 
delighted to have been elected president of Holybourne 
Cricket Club. I have had a long association with the club from 
my playing days when I first moved to the village in 2005, 
through to today when I’m still a playing member (just). 
More importantly than my own success is trying to help 
my three children and others to learn the game. Over the 
years the club has continued to evolve and has successfully 
worked through many challenges. For me there are three 
key factors the club provides. Firstly,  good competitive 
and participative cricket for adults and children alike in a 
really safe environment. Secondly, a great social focal point 
for the community with a great sense of family and, thirdly, 
a huge sense of fun at all levels. I am sure we are setting a 
precedent in Hampshire Cricket by having a President in his 
forties. A good thing? We will wait and see, but I’m really 
looking forward to helping the club as much as I can”.
Have a great summer.
Peter Robinson, Andy Maddock and the Committee 
www.holybourne.play-cricket.com

Holybourne Cricket Club
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Holybourne Veterans’
Football Club

Cup final Photo

Following on from our last update, we finished the season 
strongly, making it to the cup final and narrowly missing out 
on promotion by finishing third in Division 4.    
On a wet and windy afternoon in Headley we were 
hoping to make club history by winning our first trophy 
against our cup final opponents OW Strollers, who we had 
already beaten twice in the league. We started the game 
well and almost took the lead after a shot from Ben Biggar 
cannoned off the post. Against the run of play OW strollers 
scored a cracking goal which knocked the stuffing out of 
us. After half time and a slight shuffle with the formation, 
we came out fighting and a superb 30 yard shot from our 
skipper Kim Lydon got us back in the game. We then had 
the ascendency and really should have gone on to win the 
game. However OW scored 2 absolute screamers which 
mad dog (aka Dave Minette) had no chance of stopping. A 

late consolation penalty converted by Ben Biggar made the 
final score more respectable. A 3-2 defeat and once again 
our cup dream was over (que sera sera).
Following our success on and off the pitch we are delighted 
to announce that next season 2018/2019 we will be entering 
two veterans teams. Our player recruitment campaign has 
been successful and have now gained enough interest to 
enter two teams.     
In addition to this our wonderful local pub, the White Hart, 
have agreed to be our official club sponsor. A big thank 
you to Lorne and Carey for agreeing to buy two new kits 
with the pub name printed on the shirts (see inset below). 
We will continue to show our support to the pub by now 
having two teams visit after games. The first team will be 
playing in the traditional yellow and green and the 2nd 
team will be playing in orange and black.
If you are interested in joining us we are still looking for 
more players, please get in touch via:
gary6570@btinternet.com  
Facebook: Holybourne Veterans Football Club
Finally, I would like to 
wish all our readers a 
very pleasant and restful 
summer.
Gary Magee, Team 
Manager (07464 
549009)
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HOLYBOURNE VILLAGE HALL

Available for public hire, offering a
maximum capacity of 60 people, a fully-
fitted and equipped kitchen, toilet
facilities and full level access.
The hall is situated in the centre of the
village, just a few yards up Church Lane
from London Road.

HOURLY HIRE RATES
Holybourne Residents
Weekdays: £8.50
Weekends before 18:00 £10.00
Weekends after 18:00 £11.50
Non-Holybourne Residents
Weekdays: £10.00
Weekends before 18:00 £13.50
Weekends after 18:00 £18.00

BOOKING ENQUIRIES
Vickie Kemp
01420 549074 / 07737 369803
villagehall@holybourne.com

ONLINE HALL AVAILABILITY
www.holybourne.com
Select the ‘Village Hall’
Press “Click Here to Book”

The china, glass and cutlery in the kitchen are all included in the cost of the hire.
Hirers must ensure that the duration of their booking is sufficient for any setting up and clearing up. Free access to the hall cannot be given for this purpose.

The broken gulley on the roof of the hall has been repaired 
and it is very much hoped by the trustees that this is the 
last of the problems for a good long while.  The kitchen has 
now been decorated, thanks to John and Phil for their hard 
work.  It all looks very smart and we therefore declare the 
kitchen refurb project completed.
We’ve also engaged a new firm of contract cleaners as, due 
to other commitments, House Proud had to give up. The 
feedback has been positive so far. 
On April 28th we had a record volunteer turn out for our 
most recent working party. A huge thanks to all the non-
trustee workers who came out and proved that people do 
care about their village hall and want to see it kept –  and 
help to keep it - in good condition.
At the AGM on 7th June we were pleased to be able 
to welcome Ian Bailey as a new trustee. Ian is the user 
representative from Alton Camera Club, who started 
using the hall regularly last year, and we very much look 
forward to the new energy and opinions he will bring to 
the committee. The annual reports and accounts were 
presented and the plans for the next year’s continuous 
improvement projects discussed.
Naturally, as a registered charity, we have fundraising 
initiatives in progress: we have applied to go on the 

Waitrose ‘Green Token’ 
scheme and are awaiting our 
turn. Anyone ordering goods 
from Amazon.co.uk can ask 
Amazon to donate 0.5% of 
the value of their order at no 
cost to themselves by going 
via smile.amazon.co.uk. And 
a more traditional fundraiser, 
Quiz Night, will make a 
welcome return on Saturday 
October 13th, complete with 
the legendary Ploughman’s 
Supper, so save the date!
Remember to like the hall’s 
Facebook page, and keep 
an eye out for the occasional 

Village Hall News

news bulletins on the hall’s noticeboard. If you’re 
interested in finding out more about becoming a trustee, 
or have a suggestions for improvement and/or fundraising 
then please do let us know, either via Facebook or by email 
villagehall@holybourne.com. 
Ben Kemp, Chairman  
Trustees of Holybourne Village Hall
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TIMBER & BUILDING SUPPLIES 

NEW Alton Branch 

Trade & DIY Welcome! 

coomersltd 
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High-Quality Printing

Your partner in design

01252 314765 / 01252 330683

High-Quality Design

Parish & Church Magazines . Magazines . Newsletters
Brochures . Leaflets . Calendars . Postcards
Greeting Cards . Stationery . Banners . & More

Graphic Design . Page Layouts
Photo Editing . Text Editing
Content Management

Please get in touch if you would like us
to help you to make your newsletter or
magazine make its mark.

info@imprintcolour.co.uk www.imprintcolour.co.uk

01420 594644 info@sl-design.co.uk www.sl-design.co.uk

Imprint Colour Limited,
Unit 3 Pegasus Court, North Lane,
Aldershot, Hampshire. GU12 4QP

Stephen Lewis Design Consultancy, 4 Archery Rise, Alton, Hampshire. GU34 1PG

A High-Quality
Partnership


