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BBrewery Shop & Off Licence  
  ffff   DDraught beer to takeaway from 2pints upwards   

1150+ Craft Beers from all over the world                            

HHandpicked Selection of Wines and Spirits  

GGorilla Spirits——LLocally produced Gin  

Opening Times: Mon 9-5 / Tue-Fri 9-7 / Sat 10-5 / Sun Closed 

Triple fff Brewery , Magpie Works, Sta on Approach, Four Marks, Hampshire GU34 5HN 

                  Tel: 01420 561422  /  Email: retail@triplefff.com 
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TIMBER & BUILDING SUPPLIES

NEW Alton Branch

Trade & DIY Welcome!

coomersltd
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HOLYBOURNE VILLAGE HALL

Available for public hire, offering a
maximum capacity of 60 people, a fully-
fitted and equipped kitchen, toilet
facilities and full level access.
The hall is situated in the centre of the
village, just a few yards up Church Lane
from London Road.

HOURLY HIRE RATES
Holybourne Residents
Weekdays: £8.50
Weekends before 18:00 £10.00
Weekends after 18:00 £11.50
Non-Holybourne Residents
Weekdays: £10.00
Weekends before 18:00 £13.50
Weekends after 18:00 £18.00

BOOKING ENQUIRIES
Vickie Kemp
01420 549074 / 07737 369803
villagehall@holybourne.com

ONLINE HALL AVAILABILITY
www.holybourne.com
Select the ‘Village Hall’
Press “Click Here to Book”

The china, glass and cutlery in the kitchen are all included in the cost of the hire.
Hirers must ensure that the duration of their booking is sufficient for any setting up and clearing up. Free access to the hall cannot be given for this purpose.

The duties of the Trustees are many and various.  Betty’s 
Bench was taken out of service for a few days over the 
summer as one of the seat supports had cracked – it seems 
someone must have sat down rather heavily on it!  Many 
thanks to John Honnor who took it away, cleaned it up, re-
stained it and effected repairs on his own time and at his 
own expense.  

The two improvements that the trustees have identifi ed as 
being the key items for 2018 – 2019 are the redecoration of 
the entire building (except for the kitchen which as regular 
readers will know was done very recently.)  The second 
project is a major refurbishment of our toilets to make 
them considerably smarter and do away with the “painted 
breeze block” effect.  We’re also very keen to upgrade our 
disabled facility as we believe it probably conforms to an 
earlier set of regulations than if we were installing it now so 
we’d like to come into alignment with those.

Naturally all this costs money, so we are busy fundraising… 
upon which subject, thanks to the Alton Waitrose for 
allowing us to go on their Green Token scheme.  At the time 
of writing we don’t know how much we’ll be awarded, but 
every little helps!  A huge thank you too, to everyone who 
took part, helped or otherwise contributed to our quiz on 
13th October.  We raised just over £520, which is around 
a third of the projected cost of the decoration.  Thanks to 

Triple FFF brewery for sponsoring the ale, and to Lorne and 
Carey at The White Hart for donating the cider and a case 
of wine.  The questions were set by Hilary “Mrs” Amor, who 
posed a couple of challenging local knowledge rounds.  

Keep up to date with what’s happening at the hall by 
“liking” our Facebook page, or keep an eye out for the 
occasional news bulletins on the hall’s noticeboard.  If 
you’re interested in fi nding out more about becoming 
a trustee, or have a suggestions for improvement and/or 
fundraising then please do let us know, either via Facebook 
or by email: villagehall@holybourne.com 
Ben Kemp, Chairman 
Trustees of Holybourne Village Hall

Village Hall News
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Greetings from your new Editor. 
Taking over from anyone competent 
has always been a worry for me. 
Taking over from someone who has 
the professionalism, imagination and 
skill of Tessa Laughton, the outgoing 
Editor is a huge challenge. I’ll do my 
very best and am extremely grateful 
to everyone for their best wishes, 
help and support so far.  

Many thanks to those of you who submitted articles and a 
huge thank you, to Stephen Lewis who designs and puts 
the magazine together. You would expect me to say that I 
couldn’t do it without him but the truth is that I couldn’t.  
Thanks again also to Tessa, who has held my hand, lied to 
me about how easy it was going to be and is so full of great 
ideas it’s terrifying.  She is a very hard act to follow but the 
encouragement of all has been inspiring.

So what do I want to see in the magazine in the future? 
I am not particularly interested in Holybourne the village. 
I am totally fascinated by Holybourne the people.  I do 
not want reports. I want stories. I want to know what the 
village is like for you. Why you choose to live here? What 
could be better for you and what is wonderful?  We have 
some fascinating people in our community; some who 
have been here all their lives and whose knowledge of 
the village needs recording before it vanishes. Others are 
newcomers like myself who have only lived in the village 
for twenty years and who are still fi nding their way.

I want to know about cricketers not the club. I want to know 
about the ladies of the WI not the cakes or the speakers. I 
want to hear from people having a hard time in the village 
and from people who have skills and knowledge to offer 
that isn’t being used.  There are artists and photographers 
in the village. Let us showcase your work. There are writers 
without an audience, craftsmen and women whose talents 
deserve to be shared.  Are you a poet, a sculptor, a parent 
whose responsibilities seems crushing? There are people 
doing the most wonderful work in our community that few 
know about. Tell us your stories. Express yourself through 
the magazine. It is your magazine.

Finally from the production team, Stephen Lewis, Kay 
Tomlinson, Vicki Kemp and myself, have a wonderful 
Christmas and a great 2019.

Jerry Janes, Editor

5 Holybourne Pre-School
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Disclaimer
The Holybourne Village Magazine is self-funding and produced for general interest 
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accurate and error-free at the time of going to press. All persons names will have 
been contacted, if possible, and where appropriate have agreed to their details 
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Holybourne Village Pre-School
Holybourne Village Hall, Church Lane, Holybourne, GU34 4HD

Welcoming children aged 2 years 6 months to 5 years

Nurturing and stimulating environment
Excellent links with Andrews’ Endowed Primary School
Full days, mornings or afternoons available
Wide range of activities, including weeklu French lessons
Funding available for all eligible children
Children from Alton and surrounding areas welcome

For all enquiries and to arrange a visit, contact Sue or Liane on
07748824942 or email holybournevillagepreschool@yahoo.co.uk

Call to arrange a
FREE initial

appointment

Charwell House, 16 Wilsom Road, Alton. GU34 2PP
jacqui@jcsolicitors.com www.jcsolicitors.com

In need of legal assistance?

Divorce and family matters . Wills and probate . Residential/commercial conveyancing
Employment matters . Contractual disputes . Company and commercial matters

Call our friendly team on 01420 544 273

We will guide and assist you with our fresh approach to legal services.
Straightforward, honest and jargon-free advice. Free home and site visits.
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Cup final Photo

A New Season and 2 teams!
After a long restful summer our veterans returned from 
their luxury beach training camp,  AKA Benidorm,  fully 
recharged, carrying a few extra pints round the midline but 
still raring to go.

Our recruitment over the summer was complete and 
we had a very successful preseason.  For the fi rst time in 
the club’s history we now have two teams competing in 
Division 4 and Division 5 respectively.

The reserves  started their campaign against Odiham 
old crocs in Div. 5 with a 1-0 victory.   This was a great 
achievement considering there were many new players 
playing together for the fi rst time. Further games against 
Odiham in the cup narrowly losing on penalties and very 
close defeats to Sandhurst and against local rivals Alton 
have since followed.     The reserves are managed by Kevin 
Bramley and Kevin is actively looking for more players to 
strengthen his team. Kevin can be contacted on 07960 
138923 or kevin.bramley69@yahoo.co.uk

The fi rst team have started very positively with wins in the 
league over Folly Hill and cup wins over Fleet and Ropley.  
We have recruited some younger veterans and the fi tness 
and younger legs have made a massive difference.    The 
highlight so far must be our 0-0 draw secured against Woking. 
Woking are a new team full of ex semi-professionals who 
have been incorrectly placed in Division 4.  It was a tough 
game and we soaked up a lot of pressure for large periods 
of the game with “mad Dog” Dave Minette making some 
fi ne saves in goal to keep it at 0-0.  We almost snatched 
victory late on which would been an amazing achievement 
considering the level of our opponents.   To date we have 
only suffered one defeat in the league.

Both teams currently play their home games at Jubilee 
playing fi elds in Alton, although we are working hard 
to try and get some games played at the sports fi eld in 
Holybourne.   A big thank you to the guys from the team 
and the cricket club who have been helping to move the 
goals rolling and cutting the grass and white lining the 
pitch.  Unfortunately, there are still various areas that require 

attention and will require further work before we can 
consider playing again.  If any readers know of a landscape 
/ pitch maintenance company who may be able to assist, 
please kindly get in touch.  

The White Hart continue to support us off the pitch and we 
appreciate their hospitality after games.

If you are interested in joining, then please do get in touch 
via either our Facebook page Holybourne Veterans FC or 
email me gary6570@btinternet.com 

Gary Magee, Team Manager (07464 549009)

YOUR FRIENDLY,
COMMUNITY OPTICIANS

Come in now or call for an appointment

Ganders Barn | Ganders Business Park
Kingsley | GU35 9LU

Sight Testing

OCT Scans

Contact Lens Fitting & Supply

Minor Eye Conditions

The new reserve team sporting their new kit sponsored by the White Hart

  Holybourne Veterans’  Holybourne Veterans’
Football ClubFootball Club
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2018 has been a great year for Holybourne Cricket Club and 
2019 looks like it will be even better with a real bonanza 
of cricket activity across the summer as England and Wales 
host the 2019 ICC Cricket World Cup!

Our 1st XI won promotion to the “County Division 4 North” 
winning the Regional Division 1 North East League with style 
in the last game of the season. This is a great achievement 
for such a young side and many of the players have come 
through the junior ranks of Holybourne Cricket Club. We can 
also boast a proud moment with Alec Hudson winning the 
Best League Bowler for the season with a tally of thirty-four 
wickets – well done Alec!

We reported in the Summer Edition of the magazine that 
the 2nd XI were having a tough season and it was great to 
see them make a strong recovery and fi nish the season in 
mid-table which is great position to build-on in 2019. 

Our Junior Section continues to get stronger and in 2018 we 
had 130 young players across the four age groups. We are 
also well represented in the District Squads with thirteen 
players put forward for trials this autumn. A quick mention 
about Junior Winter Coaching sessions at Eggars School – 
these start on 7th January 2019 with the fi nal session on 1st 
April 2019. Timings for school years 4-6 is 18:00 to 19:30 
and for years +7 from 19:30 to 21:00.

In 2019 we are optimistic that we can start-up our fi rst 
Ladies Team following a lot of interest this year from parents 
– this would be based on the W10 format which is a short 
game format and played in a festival type day-event with 
teams visiting from local clubs in Hampshire.

Meanwhile, thanks to all our supporters, volunteers, 
coaches and parent helpers – may we wish everyone a 
Merry Christmas! Don’t forget that if you are short of ideas or 
stocking fi llers our club shop might be the answer – check 
it out on our website: www.holybourne.play-cricket.com

Peter Robinson, Andy Maddock and the Committee

Holybourne Cricket ClubHolybourne Cricket Club

Free quotation and
consultation
Fully qualified and
insured
References available

Specialists in Ponds,
Water Features, Paving
and Timberwork

p
Wat
and

For all your
hard and soft
landscaping needs

Tel: 01730 601931
Mob: 07795 615526

thrivelandscapes@aol.com
www.thrivelandscapes.org
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With the frosty mornings and nights 
drawing in, we are able to refl ect 
on what a busy term it has been and 
begin the countdown to Christmas! 

Firstly we’d like to congratulate Sue 
Husbands, the Pre-School manager, 
who hit a landmark 20 years at the 
Pre-School this November! Sue is 
a great asset to the Pre-School and 
when asked, said she is “still loving 
[her] work.  With the fi rst of her 
intakes having now left school, it is 
clear what a positive impact Sue has 
had on the community 

This is not the only cause for 
celebration, as we are thrilled to 
congratulate Kristy Wade, who joined 
our team as a new practitioner last 
year, on successfully completing her 
Early Years Education level 3.  Now 
all staff are trained to a minimum of 
level 3. 

We are also excited to announce 
that brand new for this term we have a specialist Speech 
and Language Therapist coming in to run some speech 
and language sessions. As pictured, these are really fun, 
game based sessions that complement the varied activities 
that the children already participate in at Pre-School. This 
half term the children are working on their attention and 
listening skills and phonological awareness. This is the basis 
for many reading and writing skills, as well as developing 
speech sounds and pronunciation. 

This term we really enjoyed running a stall at Andrews’ 
Endowed CE Primary School’s pet show. Lots of pre-

schoolers past and present were excited to join us creating 
and decorating pet themed rocks. The children have also 
been busy dressing up for Halloween, commemorating 
Guy Fawkes and Remembrance, and raising money for 
Children in Need. 

This year we aim to get everyone outside and active.  The 
Pre-School have already been putting this into practice 
this term, putting on their high viz jackets and getting out 
and about to make the most of the fantastic local parks 
and village pond. The pre-schoolers have had great fun 
gathering leaves from The Lawns garden and visiting the 
animals at Mill Cottage Farm. 

We will then be rounding off the year with some festive fun 
at our Christmas party, with a visit from Father Christmas and 
a chance to win a fabulous prize at our annual Christmas 
raffl e! 

We would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Kate Gee, PR Offi cer, 
Holybourne Village Pre-School
Holybourne Village Pre-School operates from Holybourne 
Village Hall and is open 9am-3pm on Mondays, Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays and 9am-12pm on Thursday and Friday. 
We accept children from 2.5 years old and are taking 
applications. For enquiries please call Sue on 07748824942 
or email holybournevillagepreschool@yahoo.co.uk

Holybourne Village Pre-School

Speech & language  session

Walk to Mill Cottage Farm
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Inevitably these recommendations involve an investment in 
the Holybourne campus, with a new horticulture facility, 
staff accommodation and a new Life Skills Centre foremost 
in our thinking. 

The site plan above shows where new and refurbished 
buildings will be sited within the campus. In particular the 
area where two new bungalows (each for around 5 young 
people) is shown in orange in the North East corner of 
the campus together with a revamped horticulture facility 
(green) and a life skills centre (yellow). Also notable is the 
new staff accommodation (light blue – Northwest campus) 
where a 35-40 room staff accommodation building is 
planned. This is likely to be a sensitively designed single 
story building screened from view with planting and the 
use of a berm. Much of the central parts of the campus will 
be refurbished in broadly the existing envelope though 
administrative offi ces (in the claret colour) may be added 
on the fi rst fl oor. The school is also hoping that the footpath 
that traverses the grounds and which has been a long-
standing Safeguarding concern can be moved and hopes 
to agree with users an alternative/better route.

Treloar’s reiterates that the purpose behinds these plans is 
not to grow numbers beyond the 216 originally planned 
for the site but to adapt its model to a changing and 
challenging market and maximise the benefi t it can provide 
to its young benefi ciaries.

Treloar’s welcomes comments on this and asks that these 
be addressed to info@treloar.org.uk

M
ain DriveTreloar’s looks forward

Since its foundation in 1907, Treloar’s has repeatedly 
transformed itself to meet the demands of the day, fi rst 
of all with the acquisition of the Froyle estate in the 1950s 
following the foundation of the National Health Service, 
then with the move to co-education and opening of the 
Holybourne campus in the 1970s, and most recently with 
the co-locating of the School, College and Trust on to the 
single campus. Over the forthcoming decade Treloar’s 
must once again adapt itself to meet the changing demand 
for its services necessitated by unprecedented local 
authority funding pressure, localism and changing disability 
demographics. Treloar’s wide ranging strategic review to 
address these challenges concludes that:

• The focal point of the charity remains on educating 
physically disabled young people, substantially at 
Holybourne 

• We develop our reach to impact the life of more 
benefi ciaries and reduce risk with a broader College 
curriculum, a Children’s Home and a Life Skills Centre at 
the forefront of our plans

• We maintain a focus on quality, whilst recognising the 
need to provide value for money

• Recognising that our staff and facilities are key assets at 
the heart of our services, we invest in strategies to attract 
develop and retain skilled staff and continue to update 
our facilities

• We build on our place in the community welcoming 
visitors, providing outreach and actively helping 
young and physically disabled into employment and 
community living.

Treloar School 
& College
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(1865) to Winchester as a minor branch line, of 
which 10 miles remains as the Watercress Line 
heritage railway (offi cially Mid Hants Railway). 
Between the river and the railway line something 
that could be a watermeadow carrier is shown 
(described in a previous “Our River” article) and 
this appears to be from near Neatham Mill Lane to 
Cuckoo’s Corner.

In 1920, just 23 years later, the map starts 
to resemble the familiar one inch map in its 
presentation of symbols and more colour. Here 
neither mills are given a name, a time when water 
milling was in decline, and Neatham Mill is still the 
only one with a pond. The Bourne is only shown 
coming from the High Street (did the surveyors 
not continue upstream between the gardens?) 
and the watermeadow carrier only extends to 
the end of Neatham Mill pond that fi t the fi eld 
evidence today. No separate stream is given from 
Cuckoo’s Corner (was it culverted?) while for the 
fi rst time a new tributary from the south works 
down to Haw Bridge, still existing intermittently 
today. Presumably it was fl owing at the time of 
the surveyor’s visit.

June Chatfi eld, Chair, Northern Wey Trust

It is always a miracle when an edition comes 
together, making order out of chaos. It is a 
collaborative effort, mostly by volunteers, to 
make sure that the local news is brought to your 
door. Thanks are due to our outgoing editor, Tessa 
Laughton, for all her hard work and good luck to 
Jerry Janes in his new editorial role.

Stephen Lewis, magazine designer

Our River 
continued...

Ca l l  Peter  Ch ivers  on : 01256 389124
O r  M o b i l e :  0 7 8 0 3  0 9 6 6 4 2
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PETER CHIVERS PCS
WASP NEST TREATMENTS
DON’T GET STUNG
CALL FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE NOW

FOR ALL YOUR PEST CONTROL NEEDS:
Wasps, Bees, Rats, Mice, Moles, Cluster Flies, Squirrels,
Cockroaches, Rabbits, Pigeons, Bird-Proofing,
Emergancy Wasp Nest Treatments, Mole Trapping Specialist

Kay Tomlinson, Jerry Janes, Stephen Lewis and Vickie Kemp

Tessa Laughton

Magazine Team
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Ordnance Survey Popular Edition Series, published in 1920

Ordnance Survey revised new colour series, published in 1897
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Brendoncare Alton – 
nursing and dementia care 
a warm and safe environment

Purpose-built property with a home-from-home feel and accessible gardens 

Kindness, care, choice 
and community

                  
                  

Rated  

GOOD  
by the  

Care Quality  

Commission

Brendoncare Alton
Adams Way, Alton, GU34 2UU
www.brendoncare.org.uk Registered charity

no. 326508

Visitors are always welcome to look 
around the home and meet our team
For more information,  

01420 549797
or email 

 

alton@brendoncare.org.uk
please call us on 

Treloar’s teamed up with the Worshipful Company 
of Chartered Surveyors for their entry into this year’s 
Lord Mayor’s Show on Saturday 10th November.  

The Lord Mayor’s Show is one of the best-known 
annual events in London as well as one of the 
longest-established, dating back to the 16th 
century.  The new Lord Mayor is appointed every 
year and the public parade that takes place as his 
or her inauguration ceremony refl ects that this was 
once one of the most prominent offi ces in England.   
This year Peter Estlin was welcomed as the 691st 
Lord of Mayor of the City of London.

The Treloar’s Coach was the main feature of the 
entry which was decorated as a caterpillar with walkers 
donning butterfl y outfi ts to signify the way the School 
and College transform the lives of its physically disabled 
students.  The entry was supported by Treloar’s staff and 
international volunteers and members of the Worshipful 
Company of Chartered Surveyors, some of whom were 
dressed up as London’s famous buildings.  The Worshipful 
Company of Chartered Surveyors very generously funded 
£115,000 towards Treloar’s appeal for a new Coach to 
help it’s students get out and about and enables them to 
access the local College, work experience opportunities, 
occupational therapy community trips, essential medical 
appointments and extracurricular activities.  

Treloar’s takes part in the Lord Mayor’s Show

Over 7,000 spectators lined the streets in the sunshine to 
cheer all the participants on.  The parade itself was over 3 
miles long, featured over 200 horses and representatives 
from across the globe.

Great fun was had by all those who attended and it was a 
fantastic opportunity to raise the profi le of the School and 
College with the parade televised on BBC1.

The Treloar fundraising team has to fi nd around £2M per 
year to provide therapies, equipment and services not 
covered by statutory funding, for inspirational young 
people. All donations are invested in the young people 
to help them lead as independent, pain-free, healthy life 
as possible.
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PTFA Textile Recycling Bin
All items must st be bagged, cleanan andd dryryyyydr , and not contaminated by by yyy oil

Bed sheets 
Duvet covers
Towels
Unused cosmetics 
and perfume
Womenswear
Babywear
Military clothing
and footwear
Handbags/bags
Wallets and purses

Pillow cases
Table cloths
Soft toys
Jewellery
Menswear
Childrenswear
Sportswear
Paired shoes
Belts and 
accessories

The PTFA will receive payment by the kilo, which will in 
turn benefit the children of Andrews’ Endowed school.

Items accepted: 
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Ordnance Survey 1st series map, published in the 1810s

As I write, 5th November 2018, the hot dry summer and 
autumn is over and there has been a series of frosts at night 
hastening the change of tree colour from green to yellow 
with leaves already gone from the highest branches of the 
willows and poplars along the river. In its upper reaches 
at Alton the water level in the river is at its seasonally low 
point as reserves in the chalk aquifer that supply the springs 
are depleted and not so far supported by much surface 
run-off from rain. Those on foot in Alton will see the Wey 
has no water at its source through Flood Meadows, outside 
the Community Centre and by Costa Coffee in the High 
Street. Downstream from the brewery to King’s Pond the 
water in the river is much retreated from the banks and 
there is no fl ow, shown by fl oating leaves on the surface 
that are going nowhere. This stretch of river is supported 
for longer by springs fed by the Windmill Hill aquifer but 
they have stopped now too. However, down from King’s 
Pond the river continues to fl ow from Paper Mill Lane due 
to a culverted spring stream that emerges and fl ows clear 
outside the Waterside Court fl ats where it joins the river.

Cassini Historical Maps
Winter months are good times to look at old maps and 
discover how our river has changed. Cassini Historical 
Maps can be purchased from stationers and bookshops 
and the Alton one gives three maps, 1810, 1897 and 1920. 

Our River
They are taken from Ordnance Survey maps but cleverly 
stitched together from different sheets and with a change 
in scale so they can be directly compared with the current 
OS Landranger series (magenta covers) and grid lines have 
been added to maps that did not originally have them to 
aid comparison. 

Alton 1810 shows the northern Wey and its confl uence 
with the Caker Stream in Alton, then fl owing by “High Mill 
Neatham” (our Upper Neatham Mill), receiving The Bourne 
tributary from the churchyard and here on the opposite 
bank a channel from the river to give a millrace for Neatham 
Mill. Curiously there are no mill ponds shown for either mill 
but the pond at the church is marked. The river then fl ows 
to Hawbridge and here is a tributary from the east end of 
London Road down to the river. Spring water can still be 
seen crossing the road under the by-pass bridge near this 
point.

The map for 1897 nearly a century later exhibits more 
advanced cartographic techniques showing contours and 
using some colour with the river shown in blue. No mill 
pond is shown for Upper Neatham Mill but there is one 
for Neatham Mill but the church pond and both tributaries 
are omitted. Were they dry when the surveyor visited? A 
major change is the railway line running parallel with the 
river back to Alton (made in 1852) and its later continuation 
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MIKE GARWOOD
AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERS

T: 01420 84458    F: 01420 88594 www.mikegarwoodltd.co.uk
Shelleys Barn, Shelleys Lane, East Worldham, Alton, Hampshire, GU34 3AQ

Generators 1-120KVA

ATVs & Mules

Deisel Engines
Collection or Mulching systems

Electic, battery & petrol:
Chainsaws, Blowers,
Strimmers, Shredders,
Hedgecutters
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Eggar’s
School

School trip to Ghana
In January 2019 a group of pupils and teachers 
from Eggar’s School are heading off to Ghana on 
the West Coast of Africa. They are going to work 
with a UK based charity called The Education 
And Book Appeal Ghana or TEABAG Charity as 
it’s known. Tom Yendell Holybourne resident has 
been a Trustee with the charity since 2006 and 
has visited Ghana each year for the last ten years. 
TEABAG’s main charitable remit is to get children 
and young people through education by means 
of sponsorship. Each child in school costs £20 
to sponsor for a year. Many of our sponsors support their 
sponsored child through their whole school career. Having 
learned that few children can afford to progress to Higher 
Education, the next challenge was to raise funds to enable 
more to do so. 

Following a request to the  Chief of the village for a small 
piece of land to build a College, Tom was gifted a small 
carpenter’s shed with land around it. Tom returned to the 
UK in October 2007 and drew up plans and a project paper 
to build the Mankoadze Vocational Skills College. He sent 
the money out for the building work and in February went 
back to see that the main building was completed. Tom 
‘head hunted’ Castro from the local secondary school in 
Apalm where he was teaching economics. Castro became 
the Principal of the college and has taken it from strength 
to strength. The students all study English, Maths, Business 
Studies and basic computing. They then major in Building 
and Construction, IT and Computing, Dressmaking and 
Textiles and Tom’s favourite Catering and Hospitality.

Eggar’s students will be made up mostly of a school choir 
and will be performing for The British High Commissioner 
and the Spanish Ambassador. They will visit the local 
school in Mankoadze where they will be tasked to paint 
some of the classroom. They will visit the tourist sites at 

Tom and his sponsored girls

Mankoadze College Students

Cape Coast to visit the Fort, rain forest and crocodile farm. 
Finally, they will entertain the College community at the 
2019 Graduation Ceremony, a fully packed week in Ghana

We have had many individuals from Holybourne visit the 
truly fantastic village of Mankoadze, in 2011 18 men from 
Holybourne and surrounding villages took a trip out to 
build a children’s playground.

We are fundraising for the Eggar’s trip, for TEABAG Charity 
and for a family who have three deaf children who require 
specialist education. If you feel you can help please go 
to www.teabagcharity.org and donate through the website 
or at Donate BT or if you would like to be more precise 
with your donation please contact Tom Yendell at tom@
tomyendell.co.uk or leave your donation in an envelope 
at Eggar’s School. Likewise if you would like to sponsor a 
school pupil for £20 a year or £150 for a college Student, 
this makes a great Christmas present for the person with 
everything, please contact Tom.

FOR YOUR DIARY
We are organising Holybourne’s fi rst Summer Ball in aid of 
TEABAG Charity.  It will be held in a marquee in Eggar’s 
School grounds on SATURDAY 29th June 2019, more details 
will be available later  this year, however if you would like 
to help with the organisation of the Ball or to be kept up 

to date with the details please 
email tom@tomyendell.co.uk.

Finally what do Holybourne folk 
think about the idea of twinning 
our amazing little village with 
the fantastic community of 
Mankoadze Village on the West 
Coast of Africa.....a bit more 
fun than twinning with Italy or 
France?! Please let Holybourne 
Village Association know your 
thoughts!

For further information about 
Eggar’s see: www.eggars.net    
01420 541194
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We have expanded to fulfil our customers needs

• Servicing
• Air conditioning servicing and re-gas
• Main dealer standard fault diagnostic equipment
• Brakes
• Cam-belts
• Tyres & wipers
• Exhausts
• Batteries

• Clutches
• All makes & models  undertaken
• Free courtesy car
• VW Kombi van specialist

01420 474541
www.brandautos.co.uk | enquiries@brandautos.co.uk

8 Kingsley Business Park, Kingsley, Hampshire, GU35 9LY

01420 82288 www.tccdirect.co.uk
165 London Road, Holybourne, Alton, Hampshire, GU34 4HA

Multiple discounts for Holybourne residents
and competitive servicing and repairs on all
makes and models. Servicing, MOT station,
repairs & valeting by our fully-trained staff.
* Terms & Conditions Apply

The ALLGRIP 4WD* system reacts to any terrain and the Radar Brake
Support** senses other vehicles on the road and brakes automatically if
necessary. There's also a voice-controlled audio and navigation system***
Ordinary it isn't.

They say you can't improve on perfection. But they haven't met the
all-new Swift. It looks like a dream and handles like one too. With
fresh and dynamic style, fun built in at every level and serious
performance beneath the bonnet, the all-new Swift is a truly special
car. *Subject to terms and conditions.

You want a car with style as powerful as
its engine. The Ignis has classic sleek
and bold Suzuki SUV looks, with a unique
one-of-a-kind design. It's easy to make it
your own with the option to personalise
the colour of everything from your interior
door handles to the front grille. And with
its full-bodied bonnet that flows over the
sides, it's a style statement like no other.
*1 year’s free insurance and 3 years servicing available,
subject to terms and conditions.

*optional extra on SZ5 models and standard on S models. **SZ5 and S models only.
***SZ-T, SZ5 and S models only.

0% APR NO DEPOSITSUZUKI IGNIS

APR0%
NO DEPOSIT

THE SUZUKI VITARA
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Come & experience our new space…
We are blessed, in Holybourne, to have an ancient, sacred 
space in the form of Holyrood Church. Over the many 
centuries that it has been our sacred space thousands 
of our predecessors have marked hatches, matches and 
despatches within the stone walls. It will have been a place 
for celebration and debate, laughter and tears.

Over the years every generation has made changes, addition 
and improvements to the building and 2018 has seen it 
come screaming into the modern age with the addition of 
running water, a kitchen and internal toilet facilities!

A number of villagers have funded new benches in memory 
of loved ones or just to have a comfy seat. Especially 

Church News poignant is the bench that was crowd funded in memory 
of the students from Treloars who died from HIV.

The replacement of the Victorian pews with modern, 
oak benches has opened up the space and somehow 
improved the acoustics. The benches can be easily moved 
around and even stacked against the wall. This means 
that we can use the space many different ways. We have 
already had our harvest celebration around a low central 
table that carried our offerings. We have enjoyed concerts, 
christenings focussed around the newly positioned font 
and a remembrance afternoon around a poppy strewn 
central pillar. Have you popped in for a cup of tea on a 
Tuesday morning yet, when the kettle is always on?

These improvements have used up all the money that was 
raised from within the village and a range of other sources. 
The next phase of improvements will include much needed 
lighting improvements. This will probably cost around 
£20,000. We have already received a donation of £5,000 
and further donations are always welcome.

So how can we villagers use this new space? It would 
be lovely to see it used for a wide range of things – how 
about a signifi cant birthday party? A barn dance? An art 
exhibition? Any ideas are welcome.

Everyone involved in the church is keen that as many villagers 
as possible come and experience the new sacred space, 
as our thousands of predecessors have done before us.

Helen Walters
Follow us on @holybournechrch
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If You Need:
Transport for Doctor & Hospital Appointments

Collection of Prescriptions - Shopping
or just a Friendly Ear

New drivers are always required
Please call us if you can help,
even if in a very small way.

Mileage paid if required

N d i l i d

Contact us on:
01420 89418

Holybourne
Care Group

WE ARE HERE TO HELP

Providing quality tuition in your local area.
English, History, French and German

- All ages and levels -

Alton Language Workshop

www.altonlanguageworkshop.org
info@altonlanguageworkshop.org

One of Alton’s oldest independent

KEMP & STEVENS
THORNE FAMILY

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS
93 High Street, Alton, Hampshire, GU34 1LG

01420 83177 (24 hours)

One of Alton’s oldest independent family run businesses serving
the local and surrounding community for generations.

Robin Thorne Dip FD LMBIFD

Gill Thorne Dip FD LMBIFD

Michael Thorne Dip FD LMBIFD

Geoff Thorne MBIE Dip FD LMBIFD
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One of our real joys at Mill Cottage Farm is 
watching people interact with our animals 
along the footpath, sometimes witnessing a 
whole conversation taking place. When they 
are on the footpath, the tame lambs like to 
come up for a quick check to see if you have 
anything to eat (please don’t feed them!) 
and the alpacas have always been nosey.

After the pigs so successfully cleared the 
Secret Garden at Andrews’ Endowed, and 
made it not so secret but far more accessible, 
we were looking out for further challenges. 
The opportunity came when our neighbour 
told us she had spent a back breaking hour 
clearing a tiny area of neglected vegetable 
patch. We volunteered our nine month old 
piglets to help her out and they are now 
spending a few months in our neighbour’s 
garden. This may seem a radical way of 
keeping our friendship, but it seems to be 
working! The piglets have already made a 
huge impression, and our neighbours are 
learning pig keeping skills into the bargain.

We have had several people commenting 
on how they miss seeing Borat the Boar in 
the centre of the donkey fi eld. He had done 
a great job until he passed away from old 
age at the beginning of April. We bought 
a new, unrelated boar in, imaginatively 
named Borat II or Borat the Younger. He has 
now joined Smartie, one of our sows, and 
we have created a whole new run for them 
close to the footpath as we know how much 
people like talking to them. Please feel free 
to have a chat but do not feed them. We 
need to know what they are eating and how 
much, particularly Smartie who needs to 
join WeightWatchers (other slimming groups 
are available) at present.

Meanwhile, Rosie the alpaca has done a 
great job with Christie and he is growing 
fast. He loves to run around and stop just 
behind you to nibble your clothes, wellies, 
hair...

Farmer Hollie is a fantastic artist and has recently begun 
Personality Portraits www.personalitypawtraits.co.uk 
painting lots of our animals in watercolour.  As a result of 
her pictures of Christie, we are about to launch our Christie 
Collection - greetings cards and gifts all featuring the 
cheeky chap. These will be sold in aid of Breast Cancer 
Now, a charity which means a lot to us all at Mill Cottage 
Farm Experience and is a fi tting tribute to Christina, our 
wool spinner, who passed away earlier in the year.

Like last year, we hope to walk with the donkeys up to 
Holybourne Church for the 4pm service on Christmas Eve. 
Keep an eye on our facebook page if you would like to 
walk with us, to fi nd out the timings and place to meet.

Wishing you a Happy Christmas and all the best for 2019

Tom and Sarah Main www.mcfe.org.uk

Mill Cottage NewsMill Cottage News

Christie, the baby alpaca

Borat the Younger and Smartie
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Battlefi elds Trip
27-28 September 2018
If you haven’t visited the World War 1 
battlefi elds, the specially tailored Jerry Janes 
led tour to Ypres and the Somme is highly 
recommended. Several months after Jerry 
offered, through this magazine, to lead a 
trip from Holybourne, thirty four assorted 
characters aged from over 80 to under 
20, were welcomed aboard a coach for 
a memorable two day trip that stirred the 
emotions, informed and educated in equal 
measure.

Jerry’s vast experience of such trips for 
students meant we were in for a full 
schedule. Little time was allotted to meal 
breaks, comfort stops or sleeping. What 
might have felt like endless hours on the 
coach passed unnoticed, with detailed and 
fascinating history lessons delivered in bite-
sized chunks to full effect. Each participant 
was given a booklet of readings, war poems 
and descriptions of the cemeteries and 
points of interest we visited. Short fi lms 
added context to contemporary accounts of 
events by British soldiers.

Participants were encouraged to deliver the relevant 
readings as we stopped at sights and cemeteries in Belgium 
and France, from Poperinge, where alleged deserters and 
cowards were executed by fi ring squad, through the 
enormous Tyne Cot and Langemarck cemeteries and on 
to Ypres. Totally destroyed in the war, Ypres now has the 
slightly uncomfortable feel of a town prospering on the 
back of horrors past. Its poignant, nightly ceremony of 
playing the Last Post at the Menin Gate attracts vast numbers 
of visitors, perhaps 4,000 on our evening, ensuring the 
restaurants and hotels of the town prosper as the memory 
of the fallen endures. 

A day of sobering sights and sounds was rounded off 
with song to raise the spirits on the journey from Ypres to 
Arras. Jerry’s booklet included the lyrics to an assortment 
of WW1 songs, and our leader let no-one off the mass 
karaoke to tunes like “Oh It’s a Lovely War”, “I Don’t Want To 
Be a Soldier” and “It’s a Long Way to Tipperary”.  A minority 
towards the back of the bus segued into alternative, post-
watershed lyrics, surely taking Jerry back to his days with a 
coach full of teenagers.

If it was hard to comprehend the numbers of Western Front 
casualties from our fi rst day visits, day two travelling the 
Somme rammed home the madness and futility of trench 
warfare. Taken off the beaten track to some of the many 
smaller cemeteries that mark the front line at the Somme 
when battle commenced on 1 July 1916, the group stood 
in a trench while Jerry explained the stark facts of that 142 

day battle. 20,000 British soldiers slaughtered on the fi rst 
day alone, with double that number injured. More than 
a million casualties overall on both sides, and very little 
ground gained at all. His vivid description of the action 
brought a lump to the throat as we tried, and probably 
failed, to understand the colossal waste of so many young 
lives. The Somme saw the fi rst battle involvement of the 
‘Pals Battalions’, infantry units made up of friends, relatives 
and workmates from the same communities who fought, 
and thus died, together.

Several more stops included the huge Thiepval Memorial, 
the Lochnagar Crater and the Vimy Ridge Memorial. 
Particularly moving, however, were the personal stories 
Jerry told in the Devonshire and Dartmoor cemeteries of 
utterly defenceless men wiped out as they stepped up 
from what was their trench in the morning and their grave 
by the afternoon.

This was no holiday, but a vivid account of events 100 
years ago shared by the group, many of whom had family 
connections to WW1 and particular aspects to explore 
and share. Expertly organised and led, the Holybourne 
34 returned with much to refl ect upon and no doubt that, 
when in a battlefi eld and at the mercy of a man called Jerry, 
you are back on the coach at the appointed time. 

Richard Seeckts
Editor’s note: Jerry intends running the trip again in 
the Spring. Anyone who would like to join him please 
contact him at jerrymjj@tiscali.co.uk

Poperinge memorial for ‘deserters’ who were executed by the army
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Your Museum Needs You! 
Is there anyone in the village with time on their hands? 
Now the nights are drawing in and outdoor pursuits don’t 
seem quite so attractive as they did during the long, hot 
summer, why not become a volunteer at the Curtis Museum 
or the Allen Gallery?  It’s indoors, you meet some really nice 
people, and you can learn a bit of local history at the same 
time.  Once a week, once a month or just occasionally, we 
would love to hear from you.

If you still want the outdoor life, volunteer gardeners are 
also very welcome for the Allen Gallery.
Why not drop in and have a chat with the volunteers on 
duty?  Or look out for our stall at Alton’s Yuletide Festival in 
the Assembly Rooms on Sunday December 2nd.

Opening Hours are Tues-Sat:
Gallery 10.30am - 4.30pm; Museum 10am – 5pm 
 (01420 82802)  www.hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk

Curtis Museum & 
Allen Gallery

The information sent 
to Network Rail

Friends of Alton Station
This saga appears to be coming to a head, and we have risen 
to the challenge. After writing to Network Rail in August, we 
fi nally met fi ve of their representatives at Alton station in 
October. It was only after the meeting that they realised 
that we were proposing a cheaper and quicker process 
for removal of the bridge. Thanks to their contracting 
procedures, there was a sudden urgency to provide 
data to prove that our proposal is feasible. Paul Ebbutt, a 
retired railway engineer on our committee, worked hard to 
produce sketches and a time-line for the works, and has 
submitted this to Network Rail.

In the mean time, funds have been rolling into our Just Giving 
page and people have been writing to both our MP Damian 
Hinds and the Chief Executive of Network Rail, Andrew 
Haines. If you want to know more about our campaign, you 
can read about it on our website or Facebook pages, the 
latter offering a template letter you can send to both of the 
aforementioned people.

If you able to offer a donation, please do consider making 
one now, as this footbridge is part of our local heritage and 
forms part of the Victorian ambiance for people visiting 
the Watercress line, helping the local economy. If you run a 
local business, we are also seeking sponsorship as a means 
of funding the restoration works.

Stephen Lewis, Chair of Friends of Alton Station 
www.Fr iendsOfAltonStat ion.org.uk  
www.facebook.com/f r iendsofa l tonstat ion 
www.justg iv ing.com/crowdfunding/a l ton-stat ion-footbr idge-campaign
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A J Robinson
Painting and Decorating

Interior/exterior painting and decorating service

Contact Allan on - Tel: 01420 89519 Mob: 07860232233

Email: ajrdecorating@aol.co.uk

Est 1989

Solar Power
Installation
Specialist

All electrical
installations
carried out

07774 479570
www.hankinelectrical.co.uk
01420 80935

Part P Compliant

wilkinschimneysweep.co.uk/northhants

TRADITIONAL BRUSH AND VACUUM SERVICE
NESTS REMOVED
CAGES, CAPS AND COWLS FITTED
SWEEPING CERTIFICATES ISSUED
PROFESSIONAL CLEAN SERVICE
FULLY INSURED
POLICE CHECKED Tel: 01256 830 777

www.philipcowdreyplumbingheating.co.uk
Tel/Fax: 01420 89937
Mobile: 07702 192152
Email: pcowdreyphs@gmail.com

LPG
Registered

David C. Andrews
Building & Plumbing

Established 1967
Employing indentured and certifi ed
tradesmen able to carry out all 
aspects of their respective trades.
No job too small or too big.
Commercial, Industrial,
Domestic.

01420 84454
david.c.andrews67@gmail.com

YYoga Classes

Monday morning 10-11.30am BROXHEAD PAVILLION, LINDFORD.  GU35 0NY
Monday evening 6 - 7.30pm HOLYBOURNE VILLAGE HALL.  GU34 4HD
Tuesday afternoon 1 – 2.30pm BROXHEAD PAVILLION, LINDFORD.  GU35 0NY

All levels welcome.
 Build strength, flexibility, calmness.
  Reduce tension, stress, anxieties.
   Enjoy moving in guided postures, breathing,
    time to relax and nurturing your whole self.

£50 for block of 6 or £10 per class.
1:1s and small groups also bookable.
For further details and to book, please contact:
suetupper@btinternet.com 07946 078559
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Saturday 10th November 2018
Every year, on the 11th of November, we remember the 
Unknown Warrior.  Our Act of Remembrance is to pay our 
respect for all those whom have fallen in the Service of their 
country, especially poignant this year as we mark 100 years 
since Armistice.  But Why the Poppy and symbolism of our 
Unknown Soldier?  

On 7th November 1920, in strictest secrecy, four unidentifi ed 
British bodies were exhumed from temporary battlefi eld 
cemeteries at Ypres, Arras, Cambrai and the Somme.   Of 
the 4 unknown bodies, draped in a union fl ag, Generals 
selected one at random, the other 3 were reburied.  

The Unknown Soldier was laid inside a specially designed 
Oak Coffi n, and on top was placed a Crusader’s sword and 
a shield, on which was inscribed: 

“A British Warrior who fell in the GREAT WAR 1914-1918 for 
King and Country”. 

Transported by horse-drawn carriage through French and 
British Guards of Honour, with the sound of tolling bells 
and bugle calls, then via a special train to Victoria Station 
London, he remained there overnight; for on the morning 
of the 11th November, he was fi nally taken to Westminster 
Abbey.  

The idea of the unknown warrior was so all the relatives 
of the 517,773 combatants, whose bodies had not been 
identifi ed may well believe that the Unknown Warrior 
could very well be their lost husband, father, brother or 
son.   We remember - with humility - the great and the 
ultimate sacrifi ces that were made, not just in this war, but 
in every war and confl ict where our service personnel have 
fought - to ensure the liberty and freedoms that we now 
take for granted. 

Back in 2018, despite the heavens opening very forcefully 
a few minutes prior to Holybourne’s Centenary Service to 

Holybourne’s Act of RemembranceHolybourne’s Act of Remembrance
mark Remembrance and the Signing of Armistice, over 300 
villagers gathered around the War Memorial on London 
Road as the air-raid siren sounded over Holybourne at 
1045hrs. The parade marched on from the Andrews 
Endowed School car park, led by the Pipers from the Rose 
and Thistle Band.  

After prayers led by Padre Wendy Mallas, our speaker this 
year was Rev Martin East, a Holybourne resident who had 
previously served for 33 years as a helicopter pilot in the 
RAF, retiring as a Wing Commander to become ordained.  
He reminded us that in confl ict, no matter the reason or 
justifi cation, people predominantly fi ght for the love of 
their fellow men, the souls beside them, and that at this 
time we remember all combatants and non-combatants, in 
all wars and confl icts and the associated horrors, especially 
those currently suffering and those still battling images and 
fears from the past.

 David Tomlinson, deputising as HVA Chair, read the names 
of the fallen from WWI, followed by the Exhortation from Cdr 
John Fitzpatrick RN.  Local trumpeter Tony Wilman played 
the Last Post as the Standards were dipped at 1100hrs for 
the 2 minutes silence, held resolutely despite heavy rain.  
The Union Jack was raised as Tony played Reveille, by 
Phil Croucher (RN), whom assisted in the planning for the 
parade.

Brigadier Tim Carmichael read the Kohima Epitaph, before 
the village vicar, Rev Andrew Micklefi eld conducted the Act 
of Commitment and the Blessing.  Flt Sgt Bagley marched 
the parade off to the White Hart, past the Lawns, where 
the residents were sitting patiently, to pay their respects 
and Remember.  A warming reception and Remembrance 
Punch was donated by Lorne and Carey of the White Hart, 
as old comrades recalled past glories and new friends 
were made; clearly ‘we will remember them’.

Adrian Stratta
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Tel: 01420 87654 whitehart@holybourne.com 139 London Road, Holybourne, Alton, Hampshire. GU34 4EY

Mon-Sat
8am - 11pm

Sun
8am - 10.30pm

FOOD

Mon-Fri
8am-3pm / 5 - 9pm

Sat  8am - 9pm

Sun 8am - 8pm
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Think the Women’s Institute is all about cake baking and 
knitting patterns? Think again.  Holybourne Honeys enjoyed 
a late taste of summer with a visit from the effervescent Kate 
Sadler, a local dance teacher who taught us some Flamenco 
moves. Members and visitors from our twinned WI, Hatch 
Warren near Basingstoke, joined us with good humour as 
we strutted our stuff, Flamenco style. As usual with this 
type of event we had to try some indigenous dishes and 
our Spanish food and drink was given the thumbs up by 
all. Indeed the Sangria was especially popular after an hour 
of dancing.

A sunny evening in August was spent outside in the garden 
chatting and putting the world to rights. Members and 
friends again had a chance to sample delights such as a 
fruity Pimms and other summer inspired delicacies. Recipes 
were exchanged once food was sampled.

In November we will be mystifi ed by the History of Magic 
from the talented Bob Yelland and in December will once 
again celebrate Christmas with a party at The White Hart 
pub.

The New Year starts with a bang in January and a Scottish 
themed evening including Scottish dancing led by 
Holybourne expert Pat Houghton. In February we again 
welcome Sandra Simmonds, telling the next part of her 
amazing story about life in Iran in the 1970s. 

Holybourne Honeys WI

The Honeys have fun but there is a serious side as we 
support the two National Federation of WI resolutions for 
2018 which are to ‘End Plastic Soup’ and ‘Link Together’ to 
alleviate loneliness.

Janice Childs, Wendy Ostler & Sharon Buckle
holybournewi@gmail.com
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www.MillFarmOrganic.com

Tel/Fax: 01420 22331
Open: Wed– Sat 9am-5pm
Isington Nr. Alton GU34 4PN

Farm Shop
& Cafe

Organic Beef , Lamb & Pork
Meat Boxes from £59
Fresh ‘Artisan’ Bread, Fruit+Veg

Local Hampshire
produce

East Hampshire District Council
Local Plan Review

East Hants across 
the pond

Our East Hampshire District Council representative, 
Councillor Glynis Watts has sent us the latest details on the 
Local Plan Review.  This is the policy document that will 
control all development for the next twenty years or so.

The new Local Plan will replace the Joint Core Strategy 
and Employment Allocations and the saved policies from 
the LP Second review 2006. The new plan period will be 
2017 – 2036 and will cover the district outside of the South 
Downs National Park. Evidence of future need for homes, 
community facilities, pitches for Gypsies and Travellers, 
employment sites and more has been gathered, and a ‘Call 
for Sites’ from landowners completed.

There have been consultations with Parish and Town 
Councils to gather local ‘intelligence’ on all the sites and our 
offi cers are now working on a draft plan, which will include 
updated and revised policies that support the plan.

The Timeline is now as follows:

December/January 2019
A draft plan will be presented for Council approval

January 2019
Once approved, a six-week public consultation will be 
held – this will include drop-in sessions across the three 
areas of the district, for which we are the planning authority.

CAN'T YOU DO
ANYTHING RIGHT ?

HOME COMPUTER SUPPORT & TUITION
" My PC Home Help ! "

Whether a Home or Small Business user.
I can Help with your PC Problems !

visit: www.myPChomehelp.co.uk

Friendly, Professional Support for PC, iMac & iPad

Computer Health Checks and Virus Removal

Hardware & Software Maintenance and Upgrades

Broadband Wired & Wireless Solutions and Setup

One to One Home Tuition for Users of All Abilities

Supply and Installation of PCs, iMacs and iPads

Contact Richard Siers
on Bentley (01420) 22844

March 2019
The information received from the consultation will be 
read, processed and summarised and changes will be 
made to the plan accordingly.

Summer 2019
A six-week consultation will be held on the revised plan

Winter 2019
Following the second consultation the plan will be 
submitted to examination by the Government.

In the course of researching the above article, it was found 
that there is an ‘Municipality of East Hants’ in Nova Scotia, 
Canada. The scenery is certainly different, but interestingly, 
they have an Offi cial Community Plan. The only relevant 
name to our part of the world appears to be Enfi eld, and 
as we know, that’s a fair distance from Hampshire. There 
don’t appear to be other places called Holybourne around 
the world, but there are a number of places called Alton 
- the biggest is in Illinois, USA. There is of course Alton in 
Staffordshire, interestingly near a place called Kingsley.
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“You can’t start a fi re without a spark.” sang Bruce Springsteen and 
in true Bonfi re Night fashion – sparks fl ew over the Holybourne 
sky on Saturday evening as Rob Law and his team put on a show 
Guy Fawkes himself would have been proud of. 

Over the sea of luminous bunny ears, steaming hot chocolate and 
the hum of chatter, the bonfi re crackled in front of the cricket pitch, 
providing some relief from the bitter air of an early November 
evening.  As the fi reworks began, that strange, excited quiet that 
only occurs when something beautiful happens blanketed the 
800 strong crowd. A real celebration of Rob and chief fi rer, Tim 
Carmichael’s, effort was the outstanding fi nale of the display. 
Plumes of coloured smoke streaked the sky as a myriad of greens, 
reds, purples and golds whistled overhead in a thirty second 
fi nale, which I heard said: “rivalled a miniature version of what 

What an exciting autumn for us!  The Director of the BBC Symphony 
Chorus, Neil Ferris, came to Alton to direct and conduct a ‘Come 
and Sing’ in early October.  So many singers of all standards 
from the town and surrounding area took part, accompanying 
Luminosa in an afternoon workshop.

Comments ranged from “What a fabulous afternoon! Neil is so 
animated and expressive - he really gets the message across. So 
many hints and tips.”

to  “a totally inspiring way to spend a Sunday afternoon and well 
worth the ticket.”

At the end of the afternoon the Choir and guests performed 
Bernstein’s Chichester Psalms and the Faure Requiem and we felt 
so privileged to have had Neil with us for what everyone said 
was a real highlight.

Next was our concert to celebrate the centenary of Leonard 
Bernstein’s birth, held on 24th November in Farnham.  At the 
time of writing this the concert hadn’t taken place, but we are 
working hard to prepare the Chichester Psalms and his most 
popular choral melody from West Side Story.  Additionally and 
in complete contrast, we perform the Ramirez Misa Criolla, a 
lively folk mass based on the rhythms and traditions of Hispanic 
America, particularly of Argentina and Bolivia and the Chamber 
Choir, the Bernstein Missa Brevis. With accompaniment from 
internationally acclaimed pianist, Nico de Villiers and a Latin 
American instrumental ensemble we plan to wow the audience 
with a wonderful concert.

those Londoners do on the Southbank.” Not a bad compliment 
for a village display in the heart of rural Hampshire. 

Of course, no fi rework display is possible without those 
who kindly volunteer to marshal, serve drinks, sell tickets and 
glowsticks. Certainly, it is also the audience who help to make 
this annual event so special. It is always a pleasure to see children 
on their parent’s shoulders, craning their tired necks to get the 
best view; adults reliving their childhood by waving glowsticks 
against the darkness, and the babies bundled up so tightly they 
seem to be prepared for an Artic expedition. 

It is, in short, the community coming together and sharing 
something traditional and indeed ever so beautiful that made the 
Holybourne fi reworks a real sparkler of excellence. 

This year we have supported the charity Challengers, who 
provide play and leisure activities for disabled children and 
young people.

So make a note in your diary of 30th March when we come to 
St. Lawrence in Alton to perform the Mozart Requiem and a 
programme of other work.

Sue Hubbard, Publicity.  www.luminosamusic.com

Holybourne Fireworks

Luminosa

Neil Ferris conducts ‘Come and Sing’
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Argument 
against Parish 
Council

Arguments for 
Parish Council 
...continued
2. An income would enable the employment of a part-
time clerk, fully trained to manage our affairs, including 
accounts, holding meetings, taking minutes and ensuring 
that things that our councillors decide are implemented.

3. It could own and manage property such as an offi ce 
within the village, the lease for the Playground, and other 
public requirements. 

4. It would be the central point of contact for all 
organisations in the village, with professional support from 
a clerk, coordinating the efforts and resources of lots of 
volunteers.

5. The HVA already does much of the work of a Parish 
Council, with a substantial agenda every month, without 
true responsibility.

6. We would elect 5 or 6 Councillors, with a clerk taking on 
much of the administrative burden that is currently shared 
amongst the 15 HVA committee members. The workload 

Why introduce division where there is none? As walls 
and fences go up all over the world, as we stand on the 
threshold of a split from Europe, why would Holybourne 
seek to introduce a new boundary between ourselves and 
Alton? 

Surely if the HVA committee feels that the village is getting 
a raw deal from the Town Council then the starting point 
should be to talk to the Council through our elected 
representative? He needs to understand the strength of 
feeling if we are not getting a fair deal and convey that to 
the Council.  If you are paying for the provision of services 
and don’t feel you are getting value for money, they the fi rst 
step is to complain – not to go to a new provider.

Suppose Alton Town Council bless the move for 
independence and happily hand over to Holybourne 
the responsibility for the upkeep of half of Anstey 
Park, the new playground opposite Eggar’s, the 
playground in the village and everything else 
they currently maintain. Is a part time clerk 
really going to be able 
to supervise the grounds 
maintenance team that will 

be required? If Holybourne try to cherry pick and suggest 
to the Town Council that they can keep Anstey Park and 
the playground perhaps, what is to stop ATC saying no?  
All or nothing. This little village would need an awful lot of 
maintenance staff and at a huge cost.

When Dr Chris Everett was Chair of the HVA and I was the 
Mayor of Alton, he came to the Town Council to negotiate 
a better way of working which was to the benefi t of the 
village and I felt, the town too. We signed a Concordat 
which the last time I looked was on the wall of the village 
hall. It committed the town to protecting and enhancing 
the interests of the village. If that is not happening now, 
then complain bitterly, sack your local Councillor and 
demand more and better provision. If that fails, go down 
the Parish route but until then I think it would be premature 
to engage the village in the prospect of a Parish Council.

I am convinced that what drives the move for a Parish 
Council is the frustration of current HVA members with the 
shortcomings they perceive in our treatment by ATC.  They 
want to provide a better service, an increase in quality of 

provision for the village. I applaud 
them for that. I am not convinced 

that a Parish Council can do 
that better than Alton Town 
Council could given a hefty 

kick up the backside.

Jerry Janes, 
the most unpopular man on the 

HVA committee…

per Councillor is likely to be less than the 
HVA volunteers currently have.

7. A Parish Council would give Holybourne 
a much stronger, offi cial voice in planning and 

development matters, rather than relying on Alton 
TC, whose interests may not always be aligned.

David Tomlinson, HVA Vice Chair

I fi rst became aware of the disadvantages of our current 
situation during 2012 when we decided to put up bunting 
in the centre of the village and I asked the then deputy 
Town Clerk if we could have the services of the cherry 
picker which would be putting up the bunting in the town 
centre. He said no because then all the other Residents’ 
Associations might want to do the same.

He subsequently changed his mind but it made me realise 
that HVA is much more than a Residents’ Association. 
Holybourne is a village in its own right. We have a Church, a 
pub, a shop and Post Offi ce, a Village Hall, three schools, 
a cricket fi eld and a recreation ground. We publish a village 
magazine, hold our own Remembrance Day, run a fi rework 
festival, hold a Village Carol service and sometimes a 
Summerfest. We run our own affairs. We raise our own 
funds and produce our own accounts. We should have a 
Parish Council!

Pat Lerew, HVA Committee member

Alton

Holyb
ourne

Holylyb
oourn
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Holybourne Village
Association

Arguments for 
Parish Council

At the AGM held in October David Tomlinson stood 
down as Chairman after several years in offi ce. David has 
provided excellent leadership and his encyclopaedic 
knowledge of the village and his effi cient business-like 
manner has been fundamental to the smooth running of the 
association. Luckily, David is not retiring completely and is 
still remaining on the executive committee, so we can still 
tap into his expertise in the future.

I am fl attered to have been elected to take his place and 
will do my best to ensure the continued operation of the 
association for the benefi t of the local community. My 
wife Pat and I have lived in Church lane for the last fi ve 
years. Previously, we farmed in the north of Scotland, 
growing wheat and barley for the distilling industry. Quite 
a good business to be in as, with the end product, you 
could celebrate your successes, or, alternatively, drown 
your sorrows! We have now followed our children and 
grandchildren south and really enjoy life and the wonderful 
community spirit here in Holybourne.

Also, at the AGM, the Holybourne Cup, for outstanding 
service to the village was awarded to Vickie Kemp. This 
announcement was greeted with much applause as 
everyone present understood how well this was deserved. 
Vickie seems tireless in her support for village activities, 
whether in her roles with the HVA or the Village Hall, 
printing and putting up posters or delivering the village 
magazine. Well done and a big thank you to Vickie!

The main discussion at the meeting was the proposal to 
petition East Hampshire District Council to form a parish 
council for Holybourne. Its role would fall into 3 categories...

1. To represent the views of the parish.
2. To provide services as desired by the parish.
3. To enhance the quality of life & well-being of the parish.

The parish council would also have a legal right to be 
informed and consulted on any planning applications in its 
area, though it would have no powers to make decisions 
on these.

Funding comes mostly from the local precept part of the 
council tax, which is set after the parish council have drawn 
up a budget based on the needs of the community. This is 
ring-fenced for use in the parish

Although it was recognized that there would be a lot of 
added responsibility and effort needed, we would have 
more control over our own affairs and would be able to 
help preserve the identity of the village. The overwhelming 
majority of the meeting was in favour of the proposal and 
it was agreed to start collecting signatures for the petition, 
(We need almost 200 signatures to trigger the process). We 
really need your support if we are to make this happen, so 
please let us know your views and if you have any questions 
or comments. There are arguments both for and against this 
proposal follow my article.

By the time you read this our Fireworks and Remembrance 
events will have passed. Hopefully the weather will have 
been kind and they will have been successfully completed. 
Thanks to Rob Law and Adrian Stratta, amongst others, for 
organizing these. The next village event will be carol singing 
outside the White Hart at 7pm on Wed 19th December, and 
I hope to see many of you there to enjoy some Christmas 
cheer!

More information will be available on the Holybourne 
Village website www.holybourne.com and our Facebook 
page, so please give them a look.

David Houghton, Chairman, chairman@holybourne.com

Holybourne is a vibrant, active and growing village, with 
the recent infl ux of (mainly) young people taking our 
population to around 1800. Alton is an important part of 
our lives but Holybourne has its own distinct character and 
requirements which we want to retain and enhance into 
the future.

The Holybourne Village Association (HVA) currently 
represents the village with elected representatives, but it 
has no offi cial status. 

How would a Parish Council be different?

1. It would have a regular income from the precept (from 
our council taxes, currently paid to Alton Town Council).

David Tomlinson awarding cup to Vickie Kemp
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The Cattery at 
Cuckoo’s Corner
When Anne Burridge bought her house in Holybourne in 
2016, it came with an added bonus – a cattery in the back 
garden!  Since then she has been caring for cats while their 
owners are away aided by colleague Laura, whose main 
role is to play with her cat guests.  There can have been 
little time for unpacking on day one in her new home when 
Anne arrived to discover there were already six cats in 
residence.  

Cat lovers will recognise the trepidation that is bound to be 
felt by nervous owners handing over their furry darlings but 
the installation of web cameras allowing owners to monitor 
the state of their cats remotely has provided relief for many 
while away.  This would have been particularly useful for 
one young lady who was extremely reluctant to entrust her 
cat to Anne and fi nally was persuaded to relinquish care 
as she wept.  Tears were evident too on her return but this 
time it was because the cat was unenthusiastic to return 
home having gained a taste for the hotel life.  You can’t win 
them all!

Laura is the cattery’s very own cat whisperer.   She spends 
lots of time just playing with the cats ensuring they don’t 
pine.  Though all the cats are cuddly and cute and very 

loving, just occasionally one arrives who needs even more 
attention.  The oldest regular visitor is 23 and as can be 
imagined, needs lots of very gentle care.  Her bowls need 
to be 3-4” high as she cannot bend too well these days.  
Well, who can at an estimated age of more than a hundred 
human years?

Another regular is a visitor from Iran.  He has his own 
passport but only three legs. This does not, according to 
Anne, prevent him from leaping around his chalet like an 
acrobat and the heaviest visitor is a British Blue weighing in 
at 8kgs.  The average weight for a cat is 3– 4 kgs and Anne 
likens his care needs as those of a bear cub.

Of course being known as the Cat Woman of Holybourne 
comes with its price.  Anne was called on to rescue a cat 
last summer that had managed to get into a house nearby 
but could not get out again.  The home owner was away at 
the time so the neighbours called on Anne for help.  Felix 
the cat was diabetic and needed insulin and though it was 
all a bit tricky it ended well.  

Cat hotels are not the simple cage and litter tray that they 
might have been in the past. Heated chalets with weather 
protected exercise areas are now the norm. Mint fl avoured 
ice cubes in hot weather and air conditioning if needed 
are just some of the luxuries that cossetted pussies now 
require. If this sounds a decadent life for cats, welcome to 
the twenty fi rst century.

Anne is just one of many small businesses being run from 
homes throughout the village. She has made a success of it 
through word of mouth but being able to explain her work 
through the magazine is something she really appreciates. 

“I know there are plenty of others working away in their 
homes. Perhaps we need a forum where we can come 
together to chat about challenges and triumphs. A happy 
Christmas to all our past and future clients.”

The Cattery at Cuckoos Corner 210 London Road Holybourne 
GU34 4HU

info@thecatteryatcuckooscorner.com

http://www.thecatteryatcuckooscorner.com/

https://www.facebook.com/thecatteryatcuckooscorner
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Treasure Island 
...the pantomime!
Helping at Holybourne Theatre often reminds 
me of a children’s book written by Terry 
Pratchett, “The Bromeliad Trilogy”.  In this book, 
hundreds of tiny gnomes live in the corners 
and crannies of a human-run department 
store. They have made their homes beneath 
the fl oorboards for generations and no 
longer remember — or even believe in — 
life beyond the Store walls.  So the seasons 
are defi ned by Christmas sales and Spring 
Fashions. And so it is with Holybourne 
Theatre, the pantomime signals the start of 
autumn and will occupy the next three to four 
months.  A small army of people start to form 
to organise the acting, music, choreography, 
props, costumes, scenery, publicity and so 
the list goes on.  Whilst it is certainly hard 
work, it is often a break to our “normal jobs” 
and a chance to have some fun.

For 2019 we have chosen a pantomime based 
on “Treasure Island”.  It does bear some 
resemblance to Robert Louis Stevenson’s 
original, but he is probably spinning in his 
grave at the top of Mount Vaea in Samoa.  Jim 
Hawkins has obtained a treasure map from 
Billy Bones and is being pursued by Long 
John Silver. That much is true to the original.  
However, every pantomime needs a larger 
than life Dame, and so Jim’s mum comes 
along for the ride together with the ladies of 
the Smuggler’s Cove Women’s Institute!

Holybourne Theatre always takes a lot of care 
selecting the right script as we like to have 
elements to entertain all ages with both visual 
and verbal humour (and scope to add in our 
own twists).  We are extremely pleased with 
this choice. It is a good sign when the cast 
fi nd it funny right from the start as we know it 
can only get better.  Tickets are on sale now, 
either online at www.holybournetheatre.
co.uk or from our box offi ce in Wildly 
Upbeat Printers in Alton.  

We would really appreciate your support in 
2019. We are fi nally ready to start work on the 
long planned for extension.  The more money 
we can raise during 2019, the more progress 
we can make to improve the external 
appearance and functionality of the building.  
This will take several years to complete, but 
we are hoping that the key structures will be 
in place so we can focus on equipping the 
internal improvements. Look out for more 
exciting productions in 2019!

Bob Yelland

Holybourne Theatre
www.holybournetheatre.co.uk
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Treasure Island 
...the pantomime!
Helping at Holybourne Theatre often reminds 
me of a children’s book written by Terry 
Pratchett, “The Bromeliad Trilogy”.  In this book, 
hundreds of tiny gnomes live in the corners 
and crannies of a human-run department 
store. They have made their homes beneath 
the fl oorboards for generations and no 
longer remember — or even believe in — 
life beyond the Store walls.  So the seasons 
are defi ned by Christmas sales and Spring 
Fashions. And so it is with Holybourne 
Theatre, the pantomime signals the start of 
autumn and will occupy the next three to four 
months.  A small army of people start to form 
to organise the acting, music, choreography, 
props, costumes, scenery, publicity and so 
the list goes on.  Whilst it is certainly hard 
work, it is often a break to our “normal jobs” 
and a chance to have some fun.

For 2019 we have chosen a pantomime based 
on “Treasure Island”.  It does bear some 
resemblance to Robert Louis Stevenson’s 
original, but he is probably spinning in his 
grave at the top of Mount Vaea in Samoa.  Jim 
Hawkins has obtained a treasure map from 
Billy Bones and is being pursued by Long 
John Silver. That much is true to the original.  
However, every pantomime needs a larger 
than life Dame, and so Jim’s mum comes 
along for the ride together with the ladies of 
the Smuggler’s Cove Women’s Institute!

Holybourne Theatre always takes a lot of care 
selecting the right script as we like to have 
elements to entertain all ages with both visual 
and verbal humour (and scope to add in our 
own twists).  We are extremely pleased with 
this choice. It is a good sign when the cast 
fi nd it funny right from the start as we know it 
can only get better.  Tickets are on sale now, 
either online at www.holybournetheatre.
co.uk or from our box offi ce in Wildly 
Upbeat Printers in Alton.  

We would really appreciate your support in 
2019. We are fi nally ready to start work on the 
long planned for extension.  The more money 
we can raise during 2019, the more progress 
we can make to improve the external 
appearance and functionality of the building.  
This will take several years to complete, but 
we are hoping that the key structures will be 
in place so we can focus on equipping the 
internal improvements. Look out for more 
exciting productions in 2019!

Bob Yelland

Holybourne Theatre
www.holybournetheatre.co.uk
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Holybourne Village
Association

Arguments for 
Parish Council

At the AGM held in October David Tomlinson stood 
down as Chairman after several years in offi ce. David has 
provided excellent leadership and his encyclopaedic 
knowledge of the village and his effi cient business-like 
manner has been fundamental to the smooth running of the 
association. Luckily, David is not retiring completely and is 
still remaining on the executive committee, so we can still 
tap into his expertise in the future.

I am fl attered to have been elected to take his place and 
will do my best to ensure the continued operation of the 
association for the benefi t of the local community. My 
wife Pat and I have lived in Church lane for the last fi ve 
years. Previously, we farmed in the north of Scotland, 
growing wheat and barley for the distilling industry. Quite 
a good business to be in as, with the end product, you 
could celebrate your successes, or, alternatively, drown 
your sorrows! We have now followed our children and 
grandchildren south and really enjoy life and the wonderful 
community spirit here in Holybourne.

Also, at the AGM, the Holybourne Cup, for outstanding 
service to the village was awarded to Vickie Kemp. This 
announcement was greeted with much applause as 
everyone present understood how well this was deserved. 
Vickie seems tireless in her support for village activities, 
whether in her roles with the HVA or the Village Hall, 
printing and putting up posters or delivering the village 
magazine. Well done and a big thank you to Vickie!

The main discussion at the meeting was the proposal to 
petition East Hampshire District Council to form a parish 
council for Holybourne. Its role would fall into 3 categories...

1. To represent the views of the parish.
2. To provide services as desired by the parish.
3. To enhance the quality of life & well-being of the parish.

The parish council would also have a legal right to be 
informed and consulted on any planning applications in its 
area, though it would have no powers to make decisions 
on these.

Funding comes mostly from the local precept part of the 
council tax, which is set after the parish council have drawn 
up a budget based on the needs of the community. This is 
ring-fenced for use in the parish

Although it was recognized that there would be a lot of 
added responsibility and effort needed, we would have 
more control over our own affairs and would be able to 
help preserve the identity of the village. The overwhelming 
majority of the meeting was in favour of the proposal and 
it was agreed to start collecting signatures for the petition, 
(We need almost 200 signatures to trigger the process). We 
really need your support if we are to make this happen, so 
please let us know your views and if you have any questions 
or comments. There are arguments both for and against this 
proposal follow my article.

By the time you read this our Fireworks and Remembrance 
events will have passed. Hopefully the weather will have 
been kind and they will have been successfully completed. 
Thanks to Rob Law and Adrian Stratta, amongst others, for 
organizing these. The next village event will be carol singing 
outside the White Hart at 7pm on Wed 19th December, and 
I hope to see many of you there to enjoy some Christmas 
cheer!

More information will be available on the Holybourne 
Village website www.holybourne.com and our Facebook 
page, so please give them a look.

David Houghton, Chairman, chairman@holybourne.com

Holybourne is a vibrant, active and growing village, with 
the recent infl ux of (mainly) young people taking our 
population to around 1800. Alton is an important part of 
our lives but Holybourne has its own distinct character and 
requirements which we want to retain and enhance into 
the future.

The Holybourne Village Association (HVA) currently 
represents the village with elected representatives, but it 
has no offi cial status. 

How would a Parish Council be different?

1. It would have a regular income from the precept (from 
our council taxes, currently paid to Alton Town Council).

David Tomlinson awarding cup to Vickie Kemp
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The Cattery at 
Cuckoo’s Corner
When Anne Burridge bought her house in Holybourne in 
2016, it came with an added bonus – a cattery in the back 
garden!  Since then she has been caring for cats while their 
owners are away aided by colleague Laura, whose main 
role is to play with her cat guests.  There can have been 
little time for unpacking on day one in her new home when 
Anne arrived to discover there were already six cats in 
residence.  

Cat lovers will recognise the trepidation that is bound to be 
felt by nervous owners handing over their furry darlings but 
the installation of web cameras allowing owners to monitor 
the state of their cats remotely has provided relief for many 
while away.  This would have been particularly useful for 
one young lady who was extremely reluctant to entrust her 
cat to Anne and fi nally was persuaded to relinquish care 
as she wept.  Tears were evident too on her return but this 
time it was because the cat was unenthusiastic to return 
home having gained a taste for the hotel life.  You can’t win 
them all!

Laura is the cattery’s very own cat whisperer.   She spends 
lots of time just playing with the cats ensuring they don’t 
pine.  Though all the cats are cuddly and cute and very 

loving, just occasionally one arrives who needs even more 
attention.  The oldest regular visitor is 23 and as can be 
imagined, needs lots of very gentle care.  Her bowls need 
to be 3-4” high as she cannot bend too well these days.  
Well, who can at an estimated age of more than a hundred 
human years?

Another regular is a visitor from Iran.  He has his own 
passport but only three legs. This does not, according to 
Anne, prevent him from leaping around his chalet like an 
acrobat and the heaviest visitor is a British Blue weighing in 
at 8kgs.  The average weight for a cat is 3– 4 kgs and Anne 
likens his care needs as those of a bear cub.

Of course being known as the Cat Woman of Holybourne 
comes with its price.  Anne was called on to rescue a cat 
last summer that had managed to get into a house nearby 
but could not get out again.  The home owner was away at 
the time so the neighbours called on Anne for help.  Felix 
the cat was diabetic and needed insulin and though it was 
all a bit tricky it ended well.  

Cat hotels are not the simple cage and litter tray that they 
might have been in the past. Heated chalets with weather 
protected exercise areas are now the norm. Mint fl avoured 
ice cubes in hot weather and air conditioning if needed 
are just some of the luxuries that cossetted pussies now 
require. If this sounds a decadent life for cats, welcome to 
the twenty fi rst century.

Anne is just one of many small businesses being run from 
homes throughout the village. She has made a success of it 
through word of mouth but being able to explain her work 
through the magazine is something she really appreciates. 

“I know there are plenty of others working away in their 
homes. Perhaps we need a forum where we can come 
together to chat about challenges and triumphs. A happy 
Christmas to all our past and future clients.”

The Cattery at Cuckoos Corner 210 London Road Holybourne 
GU34 4HU

info@thecatteryatcuckooscorner.com

http://www.thecatteryatcuckooscorner.com/

https://www.facebook.com/thecatteryatcuckooscorner
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Argument 
against Parish 
Council

Arguments for 
Parish Council 
...continued
2. An income would enable the employment of a part-
time clerk, fully trained to manage our affairs, including 
accounts, holding meetings, taking minutes and ensuring 
that things that our councillors decide are implemented.

3. It could own and manage property such as an offi ce 
within the village, the lease for the Playground, and other 
public requirements. 

4. It would be the central point of contact for all 
organisations in the village, with professional support from 
a clerk, coordinating the efforts and resources of lots of 
volunteers.

5. The HVA already does much of the work of a Parish 
Council, with a substantial agenda every month, without 
true responsibility.

6. We would elect 5 or 6 Councillors, with a clerk taking on 
much of the administrative burden that is currently shared 
amongst the 15 HVA committee members. The workload 

Why introduce division where there is none? As walls 
and fences go up all over the world, as we stand on the 
threshold of a split from Europe, why would Holybourne 
seek to introduce a new boundary between ourselves and 
Alton? 

Surely if the HVA committee feels that the village is getting 
a raw deal from the Town Council then the starting point 
should be to talk to the Council through our elected 
representative? He needs to understand the strength of 
feeling if we are not getting a fair deal and convey that to 
the Council.  If you are paying for the provision of services 
and don’t feel you are getting value for money, they the fi rst 
step is to complain – not to go to a new provider.

Suppose Alton Town Council bless the move for 
independence and happily hand over to Holybourne 
the responsibility for the upkeep of half of Anstey 
Park, the new playground opposite Eggar’s, the 
playground in the village and everything else 
they currently maintain. Is a part time clerk 
really going to be able 
to supervise the grounds 
maintenance team that will 

be required? If Holybourne try to cherry pick and suggest 
to the Town Council that they can keep Anstey Park and 
the playground perhaps, what is to stop ATC saying no?  
All or nothing. This little village would need an awful lot of 
maintenance staff and at a huge cost.

When Dr Chris Everett was Chair of the HVA and I was the 
Mayor of Alton, he came to the Town Council to negotiate 
a better way of working which was to the benefi t of the 
village and I felt, the town too. We signed a Concordat 
which the last time I looked was on the wall of the village 
hall. It committed the town to protecting and enhancing 
the interests of the village. If that is not happening now, 
then complain bitterly, sack your local Councillor and 
demand more and better provision. If that fails, go down 
the Parish route but until then I think it would be premature 
to engage the village in the prospect of a Parish Council.

I am convinced that what drives the move for a Parish 
Council is the frustration of current HVA members with the 
shortcomings they perceive in our treatment by ATC.  They 
want to provide a better service, an increase in quality of 

provision for the village. I applaud 
them for that. I am not convinced 

that a Parish Council can do 
that better than Alton Town 
Council could given a hefty 

kick up the backside.

Jerry Janes, 
the most unpopular man on the 

HVA committee…

per Councillor is likely to be less than the 
HVA volunteers currently have.

7. A Parish Council would give Holybourne 
a much stronger, offi cial voice in planning and 

development matters, rather than relying on Alton 
TC, whose interests may not always be aligned.

David Tomlinson, HVA Vice Chair

I fi rst became aware of the disadvantages of our current 
situation during 2012 when we decided to put up bunting 
in the centre of the village and I asked the then deputy 
Town Clerk if we could have the services of the cherry 
picker which would be putting up the bunting in the town 
centre. He said no because then all the other Residents’ 
Associations might want to do the same.

He subsequently changed his mind but it made me realise 
that HVA is much more than a Residents’ Association. 
Holybourne is a village in its own right. We have a Church, a 
pub, a shop and Post Offi ce, a Village Hall, three schools, 
a cricket fi eld and a recreation ground. We publish a village 
magazine, hold our own Remembrance Day, run a fi rework 
festival, hold a Village Carol service and sometimes a 
Summerfest. We run our own affairs. We raise our own 
funds and produce our own accounts. We should have a 
Parish Council!

Pat Lerew, HVA Committee member

Alton

Holyb
ourne

Holylyb
oourn
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www.MillFarmOrganic.com

Tel/Fax: 01420 22331
Open: Wed– Sat 9am-5pm
Isington Nr. Alton GU34 4PN

Farm Shop
& Cafe

Organic Beef , Lamb & Pork
Meat Boxes from £59
Fresh ‘Artisan’ Bread, Fruit+Veg

Local Hampshire
produce

East Hampshire District Council
Local Plan Review

East Hants across 
the pond

Our East Hampshire District Council representative, 
Councillor Glynis Watts has sent us the latest details on the 
Local Plan Review.  This is the policy document that will 
control all development for the next twenty years or so.

The new Local Plan will replace the Joint Core Strategy 
and Employment Allocations and the saved policies from 
the LP Second review 2006. The new plan period will be 
2017 – 2036 and will cover the district outside of the South 
Downs National Park. Evidence of future need for homes, 
community facilities, pitches for Gypsies and Travellers, 
employment sites and more has been gathered, and a ‘Call 
for Sites’ from landowners completed.

There have been consultations with Parish and Town 
Councils to gather local ‘intelligence’ on all the sites and our 
offi cers are now working on a draft plan, which will include 
updated and revised policies that support the plan.

The Timeline is now as follows:

December/January 2019
A draft plan will be presented for Council approval

January 2019
Once approved, a six-week public consultation will be 
held – this will include drop-in sessions across the three 
areas of the district, for which we are the planning authority.

CAN'T YOU DO
ANYTHING RIGHT ?

HOME COMPUTER SUPPORT & TUITION
" My PC Home Help ! "

Whether a Home or Small Business user.
I can Help with your PC Problems !

visit: www.myPChomehelp.co.uk

Friendly, Professional Support for PC, iMac & iPad

Computer Health Checks and Virus Removal

Hardware & Software Maintenance and Upgrades

Broadband Wired & Wireless Solutions and Setup

One to One Home Tuition for Users of All Abilities

Supply and Installation of PCs, iMacs and iPads

Contact Richard Siers
on Bentley (01420) 22844

March 2019
The information received from the consultation will be 
read, processed and summarised and changes will be 
made to the plan accordingly.

Summer 2019
A six-week consultation will be held on the revised plan

Winter 2019
Following the second consultation the plan will be 
submitted to examination by the Government.

In the course of researching the above article, it was found 
that there is an ‘Municipality of East Hants’ in Nova Scotia, 
Canada. The scenery is certainly different, but interestingly, 
they have an Offi cial Community Plan. The only relevant 
name to our part of the world appears to be Enfi eld, and 
as we know, that’s a fair distance from Hampshire. There 
don’t appear to be other places called Holybourne around 
the world, but there are a number of places called Alton 
- the biggest is in Illinois, USA. There is of course Alton in 
Staffordshire, interestingly near a place called Kingsley.
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“You can’t start a fi re without a spark.” sang Bruce Springsteen and 
in true Bonfi re Night fashion – sparks fl ew over the Holybourne 
sky on Saturday evening as Rob Law and his team put on a show 
Guy Fawkes himself would have been proud of. 

Over the sea of luminous bunny ears, steaming hot chocolate and 
the hum of chatter, the bonfi re crackled in front of the cricket pitch, 
providing some relief from the bitter air of an early November 
evening.  As the fi reworks began, that strange, excited quiet that 
only occurs when something beautiful happens blanketed the 
800 strong crowd. A real celebration of Rob and chief fi rer, Tim 
Carmichael’s, effort was the outstanding fi nale of the display. 
Plumes of coloured smoke streaked the sky as a myriad of greens, 
reds, purples and golds whistled overhead in a thirty second 
fi nale, which I heard said: “rivalled a miniature version of what 

What an exciting autumn for us!  The Director of the BBC Symphony 
Chorus, Neil Ferris, came to Alton to direct and conduct a ‘Come 
and Sing’ in early October.  So many singers of all standards 
from the town and surrounding area took part, accompanying 
Luminosa in an afternoon workshop.

Comments ranged from “What a fabulous afternoon! Neil is so 
animated and expressive - he really gets the message across. So 
many hints and tips.”

to  “a totally inspiring way to spend a Sunday afternoon and well 
worth the ticket.”

At the end of the afternoon the Choir and guests performed 
Bernstein’s Chichester Psalms and the Faure Requiem and we felt 
so privileged to have had Neil with us for what everyone said 
was a real highlight.

Next was our concert to celebrate the centenary of Leonard 
Bernstein’s birth, held on 24th November in Farnham.  At the 
time of writing this the concert hadn’t taken place, but we are 
working hard to prepare the Chichester Psalms and his most 
popular choral melody from West Side Story.  Additionally and 
in complete contrast, we perform the Ramirez Misa Criolla, a 
lively folk mass based on the rhythms and traditions of Hispanic 
America, particularly of Argentina and Bolivia and the Chamber 
Choir, the Bernstein Missa Brevis. With accompaniment from 
internationally acclaimed pianist, Nico de Villiers and a Latin 
American instrumental ensemble we plan to wow the audience 
with a wonderful concert.

those Londoners do on the Southbank.” Not a bad compliment 
for a village display in the heart of rural Hampshire. 

Of course, no fi rework display is possible without those 
who kindly volunteer to marshal, serve drinks, sell tickets and 
glowsticks. Certainly, it is also the audience who help to make 
this annual event so special. It is always a pleasure to see children 
on their parent’s shoulders, craning their tired necks to get the 
best view; adults reliving their childhood by waving glowsticks 
against the darkness, and the babies bundled up so tightly they 
seem to be prepared for an Artic expedition. 

It is, in short, the community coming together and sharing 
something traditional and indeed ever so beautiful that made the 
Holybourne fi reworks a real sparkler of excellence. 

This year we have supported the charity Challengers, who 
provide play and leisure activities for disabled children and 
young people.

So make a note in your diary of 30th March when we come to 
St. Lawrence in Alton to perform the Mozart Requiem and a 
programme of other work.

Sue Hubbard, Publicity.  www.luminosamusic.com

Holybourne Fireworks

Luminosa

Neil Ferris conducts ‘Come and Sing’
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Tel: 01420 87654 whitehart@holybourne.com 139 London Road, Holybourne, Alton, Hampshire. GU34 4EY

Mon-Sat
8am - 11pm

Sun
8am - 10.30pm

FOOD

Mon-Fri
8am-3pm / 5 - 9pm

Sat  8am - 9pm

Sun 8am - 8pm
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Think the Women’s Institute is all about cake baking and 
knitting patterns? Think again.  Holybourne Honeys enjoyed 
a late taste of summer with a visit from the effervescent Kate 
Sadler, a local dance teacher who taught us some Flamenco 
moves. Members and visitors from our twinned WI, Hatch 
Warren near Basingstoke, joined us with good humour as 
we strutted our stuff, Flamenco style. As usual with this 
type of event we had to try some indigenous dishes and 
our Spanish food and drink was given the thumbs up by 
all. Indeed the Sangria was especially popular after an hour 
of dancing.

A sunny evening in August was spent outside in the garden 
chatting and putting the world to rights. Members and 
friends again had a chance to sample delights such as a 
fruity Pimms and other summer inspired delicacies. Recipes 
were exchanged once food was sampled.

In November we will be mystifi ed by the History of Magic 
from the talented Bob Yelland and in December will once 
again celebrate Christmas with a party at The White Hart 
pub.

The New Year starts with a bang in January and a Scottish 
themed evening including Scottish dancing led by 
Holybourne expert Pat Houghton. In February we again 
welcome Sandra Simmonds, telling the next part of her 
amazing story about life in Iran in the 1970s. 

Holybourne Honeys WI

The Honeys have fun but there is a serious side as we 
support the two National Federation of WI resolutions for 
2018 which are to ‘End Plastic Soup’ and ‘Link Together’ to 
alleviate loneliness.

Janice Childs, Wendy Ostler & Sharon Buckle
holybournewi@gmail.com
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A J Robinson
Painting and Decorating

Interior/exterior painting and decorating service

Contact Allan on - Tel: 01420 89519 Mob: 07860232233

Email: ajrdecorating@aol.co.uk

Est 1989

Solar Power
Installation
Specialist

All electrical
installations
carried out

07774 479570
www.hankinelectrical.co.uk
01420 80935

Part P Compliant

wilkinschimneysweep.co.uk/northhants

TRADITIONAL BRUSH AND VACUUM SERVICE
NESTS REMOVED
CAGES, CAPS AND COWLS FITTED
SWEEPING CERTIFICATES ISSUED
PROFESSIONAL CLEAN SERVICE
FULLY INSURED
POLICE CHECKED Tel: 01256 830 777

www.philipcowdreyplumbingheating.co.uk
Tel/Fax: 01420 89937
Mobile: 07702 192152
Email: pcowdreyphs@gmail.com

LPG
Registered

David C. Andrews
Building & Plumbing

Established 1967
Employing indentured and certifi ed
tradesmen able to carry out all 
aspects of their respective trades.
No job too small or too big.
Commercial, Industrial,
Domestic.

01420 84454
david.c.andrews67@gmail.com

YYoga Classes

Monday morning 10-11.30am BROXHEAD PAVILLION, LINDFORD.  GU35 0NY
Monday evening 6 - 7.30pm HOLYBOURNE VILLAGE HALL.  GU34 4HD
Tuesday afternoon 1 – 2.30pm BROXHEAD PAVILLION, LINDFORD.  GU35 0NY

All levels welcome.
 Build strength, flexibility, calmness.
  Reduce tension, stress, anxieties.
   Enjoy moving in guided postures, breathing,
    time to relax and nurturing your whole self.

£50 for block of 6 or £10 per class.
1:1s and small groups also bookable.
For further details and to book, please contact:
suetupper@btinternet.com 07946 078559
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Saturday 10th November 2018
Every year, on the 11th of November, we remember the 
Unknown Warrior.  Our Act of Remembrance is to pay our 
respect for all those whom have fallen in the Service of their 
country, especially poignant this year as we mark 100 years 
since Armistice.  But Why the Poppy and symbolism of our 
Unknown Soldier?  

On 7th November 1920, in strictest secrecy, four unidentifi ed 
British bodies were exhumed from temporary battlefi eld 
cemeteries at Ypres, Arras, Cambrai and the Somme.   Of 
the 4 unknown bodies, draped in a union fl ag, Generals 
selected one at random, the other 3 were reburied.  

The Unknown Soldier was laid inside a specially designed 
Oak Coffi n, and on top was placed a Crusader’s sword and 
a shield, on which was inscribed: 

“A British Warrior who fell in the GREAT WAR 1914-1918 for 
King and Country”. 

Transported by horse-drawn carriage through French and 
British Guards of Honour, with the sound of tolling bells 
and bugle calls, then via a special train to Victoria Station 
London, he remained there overnight; for on the morning 
of the 11th November, he was fi nally taken to Westminster 
Abbey.  

The idea of the unknown warrior was so all the relatives 
of the 517,773 combatants, whose bodies had not been 
identifi ed may well believe that the Unknown Warrior 
could very well be their lost husband, father, brother or 
son.   We remember - with humility - the great and the 
ultimate sacrifi ces that were made, not just in this war, but 
in every war and confl ict where our service personnel have 
fought - to ensure the liberty and freedoms that we now 
take for granted. 

Back in 2018, despite the heavens opening very forcefully 
a few minutes prior to Holybourne’s Centenary Service to 

Holybourne’s Act of RemembranceHolybourne’s Act of Remembrance
mark Remembrance and the Signing of Armistice, over 300 
villagers gathered around the War Memorial on London 
Road as the air-raid siren sounded over Holybourne at 
1045hrs. The parade marched on from the Andrews 
Endowed School car park, led by the Pipers from the Rose 
and Thistle Band.  

After prayers led by Padre Wendy Mallas, our speaker this 
year was Rev Martin East, a Holybourne resident who had 
previously served for 33 years as a helicopter pilot in the 
RAF, retiring as a Wing Commander to become ordained.  
He reminded us that in confl ict, no matter the reason or 
justifi cation, people predominantly fi ght for the love of 
their fellow men, the souls beside them, and that at this 
time we remember all combatants and non-combatants, in 
all wars and confl icts and the associated horrors, especially 
those currently suffering and those still battling images and 
fears from the past.

 David Tomlinson, deputising as HVA Chair, read the names 
of the fallen from WWI, followed by the Exhortation from Cdr 
John Fitzpatrick RN.  Local trumpeter Tony Wilman played 
the Last Post as the Standards were dipped at 1100hrs for 
the 2 minutes silence, held resolutely despite heavy rain.  
The Union Jack was raised as Tony played Reveille, by 
Phil Croucher (RN), whom assisted in the planning for the 
parade.

Brigadier Tim Carmichael read the Kohima Epitaph, before 
the village vicar, Rev Andrew Micklefi eld conducted the Act 
of Commitment and the Blessing.  Flt Sgt Bagley marched 
the parade off to the White Hart, past the Lawns, where 
the residents were sitting patiently, to pay their respects 
and Remember.  A warming reception and Remembrance 
Punch was donated by Lorne and Carey of the White Hart, 
as old comrades recalled past glories and new friends 
were made; clearly ‘we will remember them’.

Adrian Stratta
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Battlefi elds Trip
27-28 September 2018
If you haven’t visited the World War 1 
battlefi elds, the specially tailored Jerry Janes 
led tour to Ypres and the Somme is highly 
recommended. Several months after Jerry 
offered, through this magazine, to lead a 
trip from Holybourne, thirty four assorted 
characters aged from over 80 to under 
20, were welcomed aboard a coach for 
a memorable two day trip that stirred the 
emotions, informed and educated in equal 
measure.

Jerry’s vast experience of such trips for 
students meant we were in for a full 
schedule. Little time was allotted to meal 
breaks, comfort stops or sleeping. What 
might have felt like endless hours on the 
coach passed unnoticed, with detailed and 
fascinating history lessons delivered in bite-
sized chunks to full effect. Each participant 
was given a booklet of readings, war poems 
and descriptions of the cemeteries and 
points of interest we visited. Short fi lms 
added context to contemporary accounts of 
events by British soldiers.

Participants were encouraged to deliver the relevant 
readings as we stopped at sights and cemeteries in Belgium 
and France, from Poperinge, where alleged deserters and 
cowards were executed by fi ring squad, through the 
enormous Tyne Cot and Langemarck cemeteries and on 
to Ypres. Totally destroyed in the war, Ypres now has the 
slightly uncomfortable feel of a town prospering on the 
back of horrors past. Its poignant, nightly ceremony of 
playing the Last Post at the Menin Gate attracts vast numbers 
of visitors, perhaps 4,000 on our evening, ensuring the 
restaurants and hotels of the town prosper as the memory 
of the fallen endures. 

A day of sobering sights and sounds was rounded off 
with song to raise the spirits on the journey from Ypres to 
Arras. Jerry’s booklet included the lyrics to an assortment 
of WW1 songs, and our leader let no-one off the mass 
karaoke to tunes like “Oh It’s a Lovely War”, “I Don’t Want To 
Be a Soldier” and “It’s a Long Way to Tipperary”.  A minority 
towards the back of the bus segued into alternative, post-
watershed lyrics, surely taking Jerry back to his days with a 
coach full of teenagers.

If it was hard to comprehend the numbers of Western Front 
casualties from our fi rst day visits, day two travelling the 
Somme rammed home the madness and futility of trench 
warfare. Taken off the beaten track to some of the many 
smaller cemeteries that mark the front line at the Somme 
when battle commenced on 1 July 1916, the group stood 
in a trench while Jerry explained the stark facts of that 142 

day battle. 20,000 British soldiers slaughtered on the fi rst 
day alone, with double that number injured. More than 
a million casualties overall on both sides, and very little 
ground gained at all. His vivid description of the action 
brought a lump to the throat as we tried, and probably 
failed, to understand the colossal waste of so many young 
lives. The Somme saw the fi rst battle involvement of the 
‘Pals Battalions’, infantry units made up of friends, relatives 
and workmates from the same communities who fought, 
and thus died, together.

Several more stops included the huge Thiepval Memorial, 
the Lochnagar Crater and the Vimy Ridge Memorial. 
Particularly moving, however, were the personal stories 
Jerry told in the Devonshire and Dartmoor cemeteries of 
utterly defenceless men wiped out as they stepped up 
from what was their trench in the morning and their grave 
by the afternoon.

This was no holiday, but a vivid account of events 100 
years ago shared by the group, many of whom had family 
connections to WW1 and particular aspects to explore 
and share. Expertly organised and led, the Holybourne 
34 returned with much to refl ect upon and no doubt that, 
when in a battlefi eld and at the mercy of a man called Jerry, 
you are back on the coach at the appointed time. 

Richard Seeckts
Editor’s note: Jerry intends running the trip again in 
the Spring. Anyone who would like to join him please 
contact him at jerrymjj@tiscali.co.uk

Poperinge memorial for ‘deserters’ who were executed by the army
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Your Museum Needs You! 
Is there anyone in the village with time on their hands? 
Now the nights are drawing in and outdoor pursuits don’t 
seem quite so attractive as they did during the long, hot 
summer, why not become a volunteer at the Curtis Museum 
or the Allen Gallery?  It’s indoors, you meet some really nice 
people, and you can learn a bit of local history at the same 
time.  Once a week, once a month or just occasionally, we 
would love to hear from you.

If you still want the outdoor life, volunteer gardeners are 
also very welcome for the Allen Gallery.
Why not drop in and have a chat with the volunteers on 
duty?  Or look out for our stall at Alton’s Yuletide Festival in 
the Assembly Rooms on Sunday December 2nd.

Opening Hours are Tues-Sat:
Gallery 10.30am - 4.30pm; Museum 10am – 5pm 
 (01420 82802)  www.hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk

Curtis Museum & 
Allen Gallery

The information sent 
to Network Rail

Friends of Alton Station
This saga appears to be coming to a head, and we have risen 
to the challenge. After writing to Network Rail in August, we 
fi nally met fi ve of their representatives at Alton station in 
October. It was only after the meeting that they realised 
that we were proposing a cheaper and quicker process 
for removal of the bridge. Thanks to their contracting 
procedures, there was a sudden urgency to provide 
data to prove that our proposal is feasible. Paul Ebbutt, a 
retired railway engineer on our committee, worked hard to 
produce sketches and a time-line for the works, and has 
submitted this to Network Rail.

In the mean time, funds have been rolling into our Just Giving 
page and people have been writing to both our MP Damian 
Hinds and the Chief Executive of Network Rail, Andrew 
Haines. If you want to know more about our campaign, you 
can read about it on our website or Facebook pages, the 
latter offering a template letter you can send to both of the 
aforementioned people.

If you able to offer a donation, please do consider making 
one now, as this footbridge is part of our local heritage and 
forms part of the Victorian ambiance for people visiting 
the Watercress line, helping the local economy. If you run a 
local business, we are also seeking sponsorship as a means 
of funding the restoration works.

Stephen Lewis, Chair of Friends of Alton Station 
www.Fr iendsOfAltonStat ion.org.uk  
www.facebook.com/f r iendsofa l tonstat ion 
www.justg iv ing.com/crowdfunding/a l ton-stat ion-footbr idge-campaign
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If You Need:
Transport for Doctor & Hospital Appointments

Collection of Prescriptions - Shopping
or just a Friendly Ear

New drivers are always required
Please call us if you can help,
even if in a very small way.

Mileage paid if required

N d i l i d

Contact us on:
01420 89418

Holybourne
Care Group

WE ARE HERE TO HELP

Providing quality tuition in your local area.
English, History, French and German

- All ages and levels -

Alton Language Workshop

www.altonlanguageworkshop.org
info@altonlanguageworkshop.org

One of Alton’s oldest independent

KEMP & STEVENS
THORNE FAMILY

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS
93 High Street, Alton, Hampshire, GU34 1LG

01420 83177 (24 hours)

One of Alton’s oldest independent family run businesses serving
the local and surrounding community for generations.

Robin Thorne Dip FD LMBIFD

Gill Thorne Dip FD LMBIFD

Michael Thorne Dip FD LMBIFD

Geoff Thorne MBIE Dip FD LMBIFD
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One of our real joys at Mill Cottage Farm is 
watching people interact with our animals 
along the footpath, sometimes witnessing a 
whole conversation taking place. When they 
are on the footpath, the tame lambs like to 
come up for a quick check to see if you have 
anything to eat (please don’t feed them!) 
and the alpacas have always been nosey.

After the pigs so successfully cleared the 
Secret Garden at Andrews’ Endowed, and 
made it not so secret but far more accessible, 
we were looking out for further challenges. 
The opportunity came when our neighbour 
told us she had spent a back breaking hour 
clearing a tiny area of neglected vegetable 
patch. We volunteered our nine month old 
piglets to help her out and they are now 
spending a few months in our neighbour’s 
garden. This may seem a radical way of 
keeping our friendship, but it seems to be 
working! The piglets have already made a 
huge impression, and our neighbours are 
learning pig keeping skills into the bargain.

We have had several people commenting 
on how they miss seeing Borat the Boar in 
the centre of the donkey fi eld. He had done 
a great job until he passed away from old 
age at the beginning of April. We bought 
a new, unrelated boar in, imaginatively 
named Borat II or Borat the Younger. He has 
now joined Smartie, one of our sows, and 
we have created a whole new run for them 
close to the footpath as we know how much 
people like talking to them. Please feel free 
to have a chat but do not feed them. We 
need to know what they are eating and how 
much, particularly Smartie who needs to 
join WeightWatchers (other slimming groups 
are available) at present.

Meanwhile, Rosie the alpaca has done a 
great job with Christie and he is growing 
fast. He loves to run around and stop just 
behind you to nibble your clothes, wellies, 
hair...

Farmer Hollie is a fantastic artist and has recently begun 
Personality Portraits www.personalitypawtraits.co.uk 
painting lots of our animals in watercolour.  As a result of 
her pictures of Christie, we are about to launch our Christie 
Collection - greetings cards and gifts all featuring the 
cheeky chap. These will be sold in aid of Breast Cancer 
Now, a charity which means a lot to us all at Mill Cottage 
Farm Experience and is a fi tting tribute to Christina, our 
wool spinner, who passed away earlier in the year.

Like last year, we hope to walk with the donkeys up to 
Holybourne Church for the 4pm service on Christmas Eve. 
Keep an eye on our facebook page if you would like to 
walk with us, to fi nd out the timings and place to meet.

Wishing you a Happy Christmas and all the best for 2019

Tom and Sarah Main www.mcfe.org.uk

Mill Cottage NewsMill Cottage News

Christie, the baby alpaca

Borat the Younger and Smartie
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We have expanded to fulfil our customers needs

• Servicing
• Air conditioning servicing and re-gas
• Main dealer standard fault diagnostic equipment
• Brakes
• Cam-belts
• Tyres & wipers
• Exhausts
• Batteries

• Clutches
• All makes & models  undertaken
• Free courtesy car
• VW Kombi van specialist

01420 474541
www.brandautos.co.uk | enquiries@brandautos.co.uk

8 Kingsley Business Park, Kingsley, Hampshire, GU35 9LY

01420 82288 www.tccdirect.co.uk
165 London Road, Holybourne, Alton, Hampshire, GU34 4HA

Multiple discounts for Holybourne residents
and competitive servicing and repairs on all
makes and models. Servicing, MOT station,
repairs & valeting by our fully-trained staff.
* Terms & Conditions Apply

The ALLGRIP 4WD* system reacts to any terrain and the Radar Brake
Support** senses other vehicles on the road and brakes automatically if
necessary. There's also a voice-controlled audio and navigation system***
Ordinary it isn't.

They say you can't improve on perfection. But they haven't met the
all-new Swift. It looks like a dream and handles like one too. With
fresh and dynamic style, fun built in at every level and serious
performance beneath the bonnet, the all-new Swift is a truly special
car. *Subject to terms and conditions.

You want a car with style as powerful as
its engine. The Ignis has classic sleek
and bold Suzuki SUV looks, with a unique
one-of-a-kind design. It's easy to make it
your own with the option to personalise
the colour of everything from your interior
door handles to the front grille. And with
its full-bodied bonnet that flows over the
sides, it's a style statement like no other.
*1 year’s free insurance and 3 years servicing available,
subject to terms and conditions.

*optional extra on SZ5 models and standard on S models. **SZ5 and S models only.
***SZ-T, SZ5 and S models only.

0% APR NO DEPOSITSUZUKI IGNIS

APR0%
NO DEPOSIT

THE SUZUKI VITARA
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Come & experience our new space…
We are blessed, in Holybourne, to have an ancient, sacred 
space in the form of Holyrood Church. Over the many 
centuries that it has been our sacred space thousands 
of our predecessors have marked hatches, matches and 
despatches within the stone walls. It will have been a place 
for celebration and debate, laughter and tears.

Over the years every generation has made changes, addition 
and improvements to the building and 2018 has seen it 
come screaming into the modern age with the addition of 
running water, a kitchen and internal toilet facilities!

A number of villagers have funded new benches in memory 
of loved ones or just to have a comfy seat. Especially 

Church News poignant is the bench that was crowd funded in memory 
of the students from Treloars who died from HIV.

The replacement of the Victorian pews with modern, 
oak benches has opened up the space and somehow 
improved the acoustics. The benches can be easily moved 
around and even stacked against the wall. This means 
that we can use the space many different ways. We have 
already had our harvest celebration around a low central 
table that carried our offerings. We have enjoyed concerts, 
christenings focussed around the newly positioned font 
and a remembrance afternoon around a poppy strewn 
central pillar. Have you popped in for a cup of tea on a 
Tuesday morning yet, when the kettle is always on?

These improvements have used up all the money that was 
raised from within the village and a range of other sources. 
The next phase of improvements will include much needed 
lighting improvements. This will probably cost around 
£20,000. We have already received a donation of £5,000 
and further donations are always welcome.

So how can we villagers use this new space? It would 
be lovely to see it used for a wide range of things – how 
about a signifi cant birthday party? A barn dance? An art 
exhibition? Any ideas are welcome.

Everyone involved in the church is keen that as many villagers 
as possible come and experience the new sacred space, 
as our thousands of predecessors have done before us.

Helen Walters
Follow us on @holybournechrch
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MIKE GARWOOD
AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERS

T: 01420 84458    F: 01420 88594 www.mikegarwoodltd.co.uk
Shelleys Barn, Shelleys Lane, East Worldham, Alton, Hampshire, GU34 3AQ

Generators 1-120KVA

ATVs & Mules

Deisel Engines
Collection or Mulching systems

Electic, battery & petrol:
Chainsaws, Blowers,
Strimmers, Shredders,
Hedgecutters
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Eggar’s
School

School trip to Ghana
In January 2019 a group of pupils and teachers 
from Eggar’s School are heading off to Ghana on 
the West Coast of Africa. They are going to work 
with a UK based charity called The Education 
And Book Appeal Ghana or TEABAG Charity as 
it’s known. Tom Yendell Holybourne resident has 
been a Trustee with the charity since 2006 and 
has visited Ghana each year for the last ten years. 
TEABAG’s main charitable remit is to get children 
and young people through education by means 
of sponsorship. Each child in school costs £20 
to sponsor for a year. Many of our sponsors support their 
sponsored child through their whole school career. Having 
learned that few children can afford to progress to Higher 
Education, the next challenge was to raise funds to enable 
more to do so. 

Following a request to the  Chief of the village for a small 
piece of land to build a College, Tom was gifted a small 
carpenter’s shed with land around it. Tom returned to the 
UK in October 2007 and drew up plans and a project paper 
to build the Mankoadze Vocational Skills College. He sent 
the money out for the building work and in February went 
back to see that the main building was completed. Tom 
‘head hunted’ Castro from the local secondary school in 
Apalm where he was teaching economics. Castro became 
the Principal of the college and has taken it from strength 
to strength. The students all study English, Maths, Business 
Studies and basic computing. They then major in Building 
and Construction, IT and Computing, Dressmaking and 
Textiles and Tom’s favourite Catering and Hospitality.

Eggar’s students will be made up mostly of a school choir 
and will be performing for The British High Commissioner 
and the Spanish Ambassador. They will visit the local 
school in Mankoadze where they will be tasked to paint 
some of the classroom. They will visit the tourist sites at 

Tom and his sponsored girls

Mankoadze College Students

Cape Coast to visit the Fort, rain forest and crocodile farm. 
Finally, they will entertain the College community at the 
2019 Graduation Ceremony, a fully packed week in Ghana

We have had many individuals from Holybourne visit the 
truly fantastic village of Mankoadze, in 2011 18 men from 
Holybourne and surrounding villages took a trip out to 
build a children’s playground.

We are fundraising for the Eggar’s trip, for TEABAG Charity 
and for a family who have three deaf children who require 
specialist education. If you feel you can help please go 
to www.teabagcharity.org and donate through the website 
or at Donate BT or if you would like to be more precise 
with your donation please contact Tom Yendell at tom@
tomyendell.co.uk or leave your donation in an envelope 
at Eggar’s School. Likewise if you would like to sponsor a 
school pupil for £20 a year or £150 for a college Student, 
this makes a great Christmas present for the person with 
everything, please contact Tom.

FOR YOUR DIARY
We are organising Holybourne’s fi rst Summer Ball in aid of 
TEABAG Charity.  It will be held in a marquee in Eggar’s 
School grounds on SATURDAY 29th June 2019, more details 
will be available later  this year, however if you would like 
to help with the organisation of the Ball or to be kept up 

to date with the details please 
email tom@tomyendell.co.uk.

Finally what do Holybourne folk 
think about the idea of twinning 
our amazing little village with 
the fantastic community of 
Mankoadze Village on the West 
Coast of Africa.....a bit more 
fun than twinning with Italy or 
France?! Please let Holybourne 
Village Association know your 
thoughts!

For further information about 
Eggar’s see: www.eggars.net    
01420 541194
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PTFA Textile Recycling Bin
All items must st be bagged, cleanan andd dryryyyydr , and not contaminated by by yyy oil

Bed sheets 
Duvet covers
Towels
Unused cosmetics 
and perfume
Womenswear
Babywear
Military clothing
and footwear
Handbags/bags
Wallets and purses

Pillow cases
Table cloths
Soft toys
Jewellery
Menswear
Childrenswear
Sportswear
Paired shoes
Belts and 
accessories

The PTFA will receive payment by the kilo, which will in 
turn benefit the children of Andrews’ Endowed school.

Items accepted: 
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Ordnance Survey 1st series map, published in the 1810s

As I write, 5th November 2018, the hot dry summer and 
autumn is over and there has been a series of frosts at night 
hastening the change of tree colour from green to yellow 
with leaves already gone from the highest branches of the 
willows and poplars along the river. In its upper reaches 
at Alton the water level in the river is at its seasonally low 
point as reserves in the chalk aquifer that supply the springs 
are depleted and not so far supported by much surface 
run-off from rain. Those on foot in Alton will see the Wey 
has no water at its source through Flood Meadows, outside 
the Community Centre and by Costa Coffee in the High 
Street. Downstream from the brewery to King’s Pond the 
water in the river is much retreated from the banks and 
there is no fl ow, shown by fl oating leaves on the surface 
that are going nowhere. This stretch of river is supported 
for longer by springs fed by the Windmill Hill aquifer but 
they have stopped now too. However, down from King’s 
Pond the river continues to fl ow from Paper Mill Lane due 
to a culverted spring stream that emerges and fl ows clear 
outside the Waterside Court fl ats where it joins the river.

Cassini Historical Maps
Winter months are good times to look at old maps and 
discover how our river has changed. Cassini Historical 
Maps can be purchased from stationers and bookshops 
and the Alton one gives three maps, 1810, 1897 and 1920. 

Our River
They are taken from Ordnance Survey maps but cleverly 
stitched together from different sheets and with a change 
in scale so they can be directly compared with the current 
OS Landranger series (magenta covers) and grid lines have 
been added to maps that did not originally have them to 
aid comparison. 

Alton 1810 shows the northern Wey and its confl uence 
with the Caker Stream in Alton, then fl owing by “High Mill 
Neatham” (our Upper Neatham Mill), receiving The Bourne 
tributary from the churchyard and here on the opposite 
bank a channel from the river to give a millrace for Neatham 
Mill. Curiously there are no mill ponds shown for either mill 
but the pond at the church is marked. The river then fl ows 
to Hawbridge and here is a tributary from the east end of 
London Road down to the river. Spring water can still be 
seen crossing the road under the by-pass bridge near this 
point.

The map for 1897 nearly a century later exhibits more 
advanced cartographic techniques showing contours and 
using some colour with the river shown in blue. No mill 
pond is shown for Upper Neatham Mill but there is one 
for Neatham Mill but the church pond and both tributaries 
are omitted. Were they dry when the surveyor visited? A 
major change is the railway line running parallel with the 
river back to Alton (made in 1852) and its later continuation 
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Ordnance Survey Popular Edition Series, published in 1920

Ordnance Survey revised new colour series, published in 1897
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Brendoncare Alton – 
nursing and dementia care 
a warm and safe environment

Purpose-built property with a home-from-home feel and accessible gardens 

Kindness, care, choice 
and community

                  
                  

Rated  

GOOD  
by the  

Care Quality  

Commission

Brendoncare Alton
Adams Way, Alton, GU34 2UU
www.brendoncare.org.uk Registered charity

no. 326508

Visitors are always welcome to look 
around the home and meet our team
For more information,  

01420 549797
or email 

 

alton@brendoncare.org.uk
please call us on 

Treloar’s teamed up with the Worshipful Company 
of Chartered Surveyors for their entry into this year’s 
Lord Mayor’s Show on Saturday 10th November.  

The Lord Mayor’s Show is one of the best-known 
annual events in London as well as one of the 
longest-established, dating back to the 16th 
century.  The new Lord Mayor is appointed every 
year and the public parade that takes place as his 
or her inauguration ceremony refl ects that this was 
once one of the most prominent offi ces in England.   
This year Peter Estlin was welcomed as the 691st 
Lord of Mayor of the City of London.

The Treloar’s Coach was the main feature of the 
entry which was decorated as a caterpillar with walkers 
donning butterfl y outfi ts to signify the way the School 
and College transform the lives of its physically disabled 
students.  The entry was supported by Treloar’s staff and 
international volunteers and members of the Worshipful 
Company of Chartered Surveyors, some of whom were 
dressed up as London’s famous buildings.  The Worshipful 
Company of Chartered Surveyors very generously funded 
£115,000 towards Treloar’s appeal for a new Coach to 
help it’s students get out and about and enables them to 
access the local College, work experience opportunities, 
occupational therapy community trips, essential medical 
appointments and extracurricular activities.  

Treloar’s takes part in the Lord Mayor’s Show

Over 7,000 spectators lined the streets in the sunshine to 
cheer all the participants on.  The parade itself was over 3 
miles long, featured over 200 horses and representatives 
from across the globe.

Great fun was had by all those who attended and it was a 
fantastic opportunity to raise the profi le of the School and 
College with the parade televised on BBC1.

The Treloar fundraising team has to fi nd around £2M per 
year to provide therapies, equipment and services not 
covered by statutory funding, for inspirational young 
people. All donations are invested in the young people 
to help them lead as independent, pain-free, healthy life 
as possible.
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Inevitably these recommendations involve an investment in 
the Holybourne campus, with a new horticulture facility, 
staff accommodation and a new Life Skills Centre foremost 
in our thinking. 

The site plan above shows where new and refurbished 
buildings will be sited within the campus. In particular the 
area where two new bungalows (each for around 5 young 
people) is shown in orange in the North East corner of 
the campus together with a revamped horticulture facility 
(green) and a life skills centre (yellow). Also notable is the 
new staff accommodation (light blue – Northwest campus) 
where a 35-40 room staff accommodation building is 
planned. This is likely to be a sensitively designed single 
story building screened from view with planting and the 
use of a berm. Much of the central parts of the campus will 
be refurbished in broadly the existing envelope though 
administrative offi ces (in the claret colour) may be added 
on the fi rst fl oor. The school is also hoping that the footpath 
that traverses the grounds and which has been a long-
standing Safeguarding concern can be moved and hopes 
to agree with users an alternative/better route.

Treloar’s reiterates that the purpose behinds these plans is 
not to grow numbers beyond the 216 originally planned 
for the site but to adapt its model to a changing and 
challenging market and maximise the benefi t it can provide 
to its young benefi ciaries.

Treloar’s welcomes comments on this and asks that these 
be addressed to info@treloar.org.uk

M
ain DriveTreloar’s looks forward

Since its foundation in 1907, Treloar’s has repeatedly 
transformed itself to meet the demands of the day, fi rst 
of all with the acquisition of the Froyle estate in the 1950s 
following the foundation of the National Health Service, 
then with the move to co-education and opening of the 
Holybourne campus in the 1970s, and most recently with 
the co-locating of the School, College and Trust on to the 
single campus. Over the forthcoming decade Treloar’s 
must once again adapt itself to meet the changing demand 
for its services necessitated by unprecedented local 
authority funding pressure, localism and changing disability 
demographics. Treloar’s wide ranging strategic review to 
address these challenges concludes that:

• The focal point of the charity remains on educating 
physically disabled young people, substantially at 
Holybourne 

• We develop our reach to impact the life of more 
benefi ciaries and reduce risk with a broader College 
curriculum, a Children’s Home and a Life Skills Centre at 
the forefront of our plans

• We maintain a focus on quality, whilst recognising the 
need to provide value for money

• Recognising that our staff and facilities are key assets at 
the heart of our services, we invest in strategies to attract 
develop and retain skilled staff and continue to update 
our facilities

• We build on our place in the community welcoming 
visitors, providing outreach and actively helping 
young and physically disabled into employment and 
community living.

Treloar School 
& College
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(1865) to Winchester as a minor branch line, of 
which 10 miles remains as the Watercress Line 
heritage railway (offi cially Mid Hants Railway). 
Between the river and the railway line something 
that could be a watermeadow carrier is shown 
(described in a previous “Our River” article) and 
this appears to be from near Neatham Mill Lane to 
Cuckoo’s Corner.

In 1920, just 23 years later, the map starts 
to resemble the familiar one inch map in its 
presentation of symbols and more colour. Here 
neither mills are given a name, a time when water 
milling was in decline, and Neatham Mill is still the 
only one with a pond. The Bourne is only shown 
coming from the High Street (did the surveyors 
not continue upstream between the gardens?) 
and the watermeadow carrier only extends to 
the end of Neatham Mill pond that fi t the fi eld 
evidence today. No separate stream is given from 
Cuckoo’s Corner (was it culverted?) while for the 
fi rst time a new tributary from the south works 
down to Haw Bridge, still existing intermittently 
today. Presumably it was fl owing at the time of 
the surveyor’s visit.

June Chatfi eld, Chair, Northern Wey Trust

It is always a miracle when an edition comes 
together, making order out of chaos. It is a 
collaborative effort, mostly by volunteers, to 
make sure that the local news is brought to your 
door. Thanks are due to our outgoing editor, Tessa 
Laughton, for all her hard work and good luck to 
Jerry Janes in his new editorial role.

Stephen Lewis, magazine designer

Our River 
continued...

Ca l l  Peter  Ch ivers  on : 01256 389124
O r  M o b i l e :  0 7 8 0 3  0 9 6 6 4 2
B P C A  M E M B E R  -  F U L L Y  I N S U R E D
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PETER CHIVERS PCS
WASP NEST TREATMENTS
DON’T GET STUNG
CALL FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE NOW

FOR ALL YOUR PEST CONTROL NEEDS:
Wasps, Bees, Rats, Mice, Moles, Cluster Flies, Squirrels,
Cockroaches, Rabbits, Pigeons, Bird-Proofing,
Emergancy Wasp Nest Treatments, Mole Trapping Specialist

Kay Tomlinson, Jerry Janes, Stephen Lewis and Vickie Kemp

Tessa Laughton

Magazine Team
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2018 has been a great year for Holybourne Cricket Club and 
2019 looks like it will be even better with a real bonanza 
of cricket activity across the summer as England and Wales 
host the 2019 ICC Cricket World Cup!

Our 1st XI won promotion to the “County Division 4 North” 
winning the Regional Division 1 North East League with style 
in the last game of the season. This is a great achievement 
for such a young side and many of the players have come 
through the junior ranks of Holybourne Cricket Club. We can 
also boast a proud moment with Alec Hudson winning the 
Best League Bowler for the season with a tally of thirty-four 
wickets – well done Alec!

We reported in the Summer Edition of the magazine that 
the 2nd XI were having a tough season and it was great to 
see them make a strong recovery and fi nish the season in 
mid-table which is great position to build-on in 2019. 

Our Junior Section continues to get stronger and in 2018 we 
had 130 young players across the four age groups. We are 
also well represented in the District Squads with thirteen 
players put forward for trials this autumn. A quick mention 
about Junior Winter Coaching sessions at Eggars School – 
these start on 7th January 2019 with the fi nal session on 1st 
April 2019. Timings for school years 4-6 is 18:00 to 19:30 
and for years +7 from 19:30 to 21:00.

In 2019 we are optimistic that we can start-up our fi rst 
Ladies Team following a lot of interest this year from parents 
– this would be based on the W10 format which is a short 
game format and played in a festival type day-event with 
teams visiting from local clubs in Hampshire.

Meanwhile, thanks to all our supporters, volunteers, 
coaches and parent helpers – may we wish everyone a 
Merry Christmas! Don’t forget that if you are short of ideas or 
stocking fi llers our club shop might be the answer – check 
it out on our website: www.holybourne.play-cricket.com

Peter Robinson, Andy Maddock and the Committee

Holybourne Cricket ClubHolybourne Cricket Club

Free quotation and
consultation
Fully qualified and
insured
References available

Specialists in Ponds,
Water Features, Paving
and Timberwork

p
Wat
and

For all your
hard and soft
landscaping needs

Tel: 01730 601931
Mob: 07795 615526

thrivelandscapes@aol.com
www.thrivelandscapes.org
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With the frosty mornings and nights 
drawing in, we are able to refl ect 
on what a busy term it has been and 
begin the countdown to Christmas! 

Firstly we’d like to congratulate Sue 
Husbands, the Pre-School manager, 
who hit a landmark 20 years at the 
Pre-School this November! Sue is 
a great asset to the Pre-School and 
when asked, said she is “still loving 
[her] work.  With the fi rst of her 
intakes having now left school, it is 
clear what a positive impact Sue has 
had on the community 

This is not the only cause for 
celebration, as we are thrilled to 
congratulate Kristy Wade, who joined 
our team as a new practitioner last 
year, on successfully completing her 
Early Years Education level 3.  Now 
all staff are trained to a minimum of 
level 3. 

We are also excited to announce 
that brand new for this term we have a specialist Speech 
and Language Therapist coming in to run some speech 
and language sessions. As pictured, these are really fun, 
game based sessions that complement the varied activities 
that the children already participate in at Pre-School. This 
half term the children are working on their attention and 
listening skills and phonological awareness. This is the basis 
for many reading and writing skills, as well as developing 
speech sounds and pronunciation. 

This term we really enjoyed running a stall at Andrews’ 
Endowed CE Primary School’s pet show. Lots of pre-

schoolers past and present were excited to join us creating 
and decorating pet themed rocks. The children have also 
been busy dressing up for Halloween, commemorating 
Guy Fawkes and Remembrance, and raising money for 
Children in Need. 

This year we aim to get everyone outside and active.  The 
Pre-School have already been putting this into practice 
this term, putting on their high viz jackets and getting out 
and about to make the most of the fantastic local parks 
and village pond. The pre-schoolers have had great fun 
gathering leaves from The Lawns garden and visiting the 
animals at Mill Cottage Farm. 

We will then be rounding off the year with some festive fun 
at our Christmas party, with a visit from Father Christmas and 
a chance to win a fabulous prize at our annual Christmas 
raffl e! 

We would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Kate Gee, PR Offi cer, 
Holybourne Village Pre-School
Holybourne Village Pre-School operates from Holybourne 
Village Hall and is open 9am-3pm on Mondays, Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays and 9am-12pm on Thursday and Friday. 
We accept children from 2.5 years old and are taking 
applications. For enquiries please call Sue on 07748824942 
or email holybournevillagepreschool@yahoo.co.uk

Holybourne Village Pre-School

Speech & language  session

Walk to Mill Cottage Farm
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Holybourne Village Pre-School
Holybourne Village Hall, Church Lane, Holybourne, GU34 4HD

Welcoming children aged 2 years 6 months to 5 years

Nurturing and stimulating environment
Excellent links with Andrews’ Endowed Primary School
Full days, mornings or afternoons available
Wide range of activities, including weeklu French lessons
Funding available for all eligible children
Children from Alton and surrounding areas welcome

For all enquiries and to arrange a visit, contact Sue or Liane on
07748824942 or email holybournevillagepreschool@yahoo.co.uk

Call to arrange a
FREE initial

appointment

Charwell House, 16 Wilsom Road, Alton. GU34 2PP
jacqui@jcsolicitors.com www.jcsolicitors.com

In need of legal assistance?

Divorce and family matters . Wills and probate . Residential/commercial conveyancing
Employment matters . Contractual disputes . Company and commercial matters

Call our friendly team on 01420 544 273

We will guide and assist you with our fresh approach to legal services.
Straightforward, honest and jargon-free advice. Free home and site visits.
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Cup final Photo

A New Season and 2 teams!
After a long restful summer our veterans returned from 
their luxury beach training camp,  AKA Benidorm,  fully 
recharged, carrying a few extra pints round the midline but 
still raring to go.

Our recruitment over the summer was complete and 
we had a very successful preseason.  For the fi rst time in 
the club’s history we now have two teams competing in 
Division 4 and Division 5 respectively.

The reserves  started their campaign against Odiham 
old crocs in Div. 5 with a 1-0 victory.   This was a great 
achievement considering there were many new players 
playing together for the fi rst time. Further games against 
Odiham in the cup narrowly losing on penalties and very 
close defeats to Sandhurst and against local rivals Alton 
have since followed.     The reserves are managed by Kevin 
Bramley and Kevin is actively looking for more players to 
strengthen his team. Kevin can be contacted on 07960 
138923 or kevin.bramley69@yahoo.co.uk

The fi rst team have started very positively with wins in the 
league over Folly Hill and cup wins over Fleet and Ropley.  
We have recruited some younger veterans and the fi tness 
and younger legs have made a massive difference.    The 
highlight so far must be our 0-0 draw secured against Woking. 
Woking are a new team full of ex semi-professionals who 
have been incorrectly placed in Division 4.  It was a tough 
game and we soaked up a lot of pressure for large periods 
of the game with “mad Dog” Dave Minette making some 
fi ne saves in goal to keep it at 0-0.  We almost snatched 
victory late on which would been an amazing achievement 
considering the level of our opponents.   To date we have 
only suffered one defeat in the league.

Both teams currently play their home games at Jubilee 
playing fi elds in Alton, although we are working hard 
to try and get some games played at the sports fi eld in 
Holybourne.   A big thank you to the guys from the team 
and the cricket club who have been helping to move the 
goals rolling and cutting the grass and white lining the 
pitch.  Unfortunately, there are still various areas that require 

attention and will require further work before we can 
consider playing again.  If any readers know of a landscape 
/ pitch maintenance company who may be able to assist, 
please kindly get in touch.  

The White Hart continue to support us off the pitch and we 
appreciate their hospitality after games.

If you are interested in joining, then please do get in touch 
via either our Facebook page Holybourne Veterans FC or 
email me gary6570@btinternet.com 

Gary Magee, Team Manager (07464 549009)

YOUR FRIENDLY,
COMMUNITY OPTICIANS

Come in now or call for an appointment

Ganders Barn | Ganders Business Park
Kingsley | GU35 9LU

Sight Testing

OCT Scans

Contact Lens Fitting & Supply

Minor Eye Conditions

The new reserve team sporting their new kit sponsored by the White Hart

  Holybourne Veterans’  Holybourne Veterans’
Football ClubFootball Club
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HOLYBOURNE VILLAGE HALL

Available for public hire, offering a
maximum capacity of 60 people, a fully-
fitted and equipped kitchen, toilet
facilities and full level access.
The hall is situated in the centre of the
village, just a few yards up Church Lane
from London Road.

HOURLY HIRE RATES
Holybourne Residents
Weekdays: £8.50
Weekends before 18:00 £10.00
Weekends after 18:00 £11.50
Non-Holybourne Residents
Weekdays: £10.00
Weekends before 18:00 £13.50
Weekends after 18:00 £18.00

BOOKING ENQUIRIES
Vickie Kemp
01420 549074 / 07737 369803
villagehall@holybourne.com

ONLINE HALL AVAILABILITY
www.holybourne.com
Select the ‘Village Hall’
Press “Click Here to Book”

The china, glass and cutlery in the kitchen are all included in the cost of the hire.
Hirers must ensure that the duration of their booking is sufficient for any setting up and clearing up. Free access to the hall cannot be given for this purpose.

The duties of the Trustees are many and various.  Betty’s 
Bench was taken out of service for a few days over the 
summer as one of the seat supports had cracked – it seems 
someone must have sat down rather heavily on it!  Many 
thanks to John Honnor who took it away, cleaned it up, re-
stained it and effected repairs on his own time and at his 
own expense.  

The two improvements that the trustees have identifi ed as 
being the key items for 2018 – 2019 are the redecoration of 
the entire building (except for the kitchen which as regular 
readers will know was done very recently.)  The second 
project is a major refurbishment of our toilets to make 
them considerably smarter and do away with the “painted 
breeze block” effect.  We’re also very keen to upgrade our 
disabled facility as we believe it probably conforms to an 
earlier set of regulations than if we were installing it now so 
we’d like to come into alignment with those.

Naturally all this costs money, so we are busy fundraising… 
upon which subject, thanks to the Alton Waitrose for 
allowing us to go on their Green Token scheme.  At the time 
of writing we don’t know how much we’ll be awarded, but 
every little helps!  A huge thank you too, to everyone who 
took part, helped or otherwise contributed to our quiz on 
13th October.  We raised just over £520, which is around 
a third of the projected cost of the decoration.  Thanks to 

Triple FFF brewery for sponsoring the ale, and to Lorne and 
Carey at The White Hart for donating the cider and a case 
of wine.  The questions were set by Hilary “Mrs” Amor, who 
posed a couple of challenging local knowledge rounds.  

Keep up to date with what’s happening at the hall by 
“liking” our Facebook page, or keep an eye out for the 
occasional news bulletins on the hall’s noticeboard.  If 
you’re interested in fi nding out more about becoming 
a trustee, or have a suggestions for improvement and/or 
fundraising then please do let us know, either via Facebook 
or by email: villagehall@holybourne.com 
Ben Kemp, Chairman 
Trustees of Holybourne Village Hall

Village Hall News
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Greetings from your new Editor. 
Taking over from anyone competent 
has always been a worry for me. 
Taking over from someone who has 
the professionalism, imagination and 
skill of Tessa Laughton, the outgoing 
Editor is a huge challenge. I’ll do my 
very best and am extremely grateful 
to everyone for their best wishes, 
help and support so far.  

Many thanks to those of you who submitted articles and a 
huge thank you, to Stephen Lewis who designs and puts 
the magazine together. You would expect me to say that I 
couldn’t do it without him but the truth is that I couldn’t.  
Thanks again also to Tessa, who has held my hand, lied to 
me about how easy it was going to be and is so full of great 
ideas it’s terrifying.  She is a very hard act to follow but the 
encouragement of all has been inspiring.

So what do I want to see in the magazine in the future? 
I am not particularly interested in Holybourne the village. 
I am totally fascinated by Holybourne the people.  I do 
not want reports. I want stories. I want to know what the 
village is like for you. Why you choose to live here? What 
could be better for you and what is wonderful?  We have 
some fascinating people in our community; some who 
have been here all their lives and whose knowledge of 
the village needs recording before it vanishes. Others are 
newcomers like myself who have only lived in the village 
for twenty years and who are still fi nding their way.

I want to know about cricketers not the club. I want to know 
about the ladies of the WI not the cakes or the speakers. I 
want to hear from people having a hard time in the village 
and from people who have skills and knowledge to offer 
that isn’t being used.  There are artists and photographers 
in the village. Let us showcase your work. There are writers 
without an audience, craftsmen and women whose talents 
deserve to be shared.  Are you a poet, a sculptor, a parent 
whose responsibilities seems crushing? There are people 
doing the most wonderful work in our community that few 
know about. Tell us your stories. Express yourself through 
the magazine. It is your magazine.

Finally from the production team, Stephen Lewis, Kay 
Tomlinson, Vicki Kemp and myself, have a wonderful 
Christmas and a great 2019.

Jerry Janes, Editor

5 Holybourne Pre-School
6 Treloars looking Forward
7 Treloars at Lord Mayor’s Show
9 Eggar’s School
11 Mill Cottage News
12 Tip to Battlefi elds
13 Holybourne’s Act of Remembrance 
15 Fireworks 
 Luminosa
17 The Cattery at Cuckoo’s Corner
19 Holybourne Theatre
20 Holybourne Village Association
20-21 Fors and against Parish Council
22 EHDC Local Plan Review
23 Holybourne Honeys W.I.
25 Curtis Museum & Allen Gallery
 Friends of Alton Station
26 Church Christmas Services
27 Church News
29-31 Our River
31 Magazine Team
32 Holybourne Cricket Club
33 Holybourne Veterans’ Football Club
34 Holybourne Village Hall

In This IssueFrom the Editor

Supported by

Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France by Jerry Janes

Spring: Friday 26th February 2019

Production Team
Editor: Jerry Janes jerrymjj@tiscali.co.uk

Advertising: Kay Tomlinson kay@dktomlinson.com
Distribution: Vickie Kemp vickie@fl ametip.com

Finance: Vickie Kemp vickie@fl ametip.com
Design & Layout: Stephen Lewis stephen@sl-design.co.uk

Printing: Imprint Colour Ltd www.imprintcolour.co.uk

Disclaimer
The Holybourne Village Magazine is self-funding and produced for general interest 
and entertainment. Every effort has been made to ensure that the information is 
accurate and error-free at the time of going to press. All persons names will have 
been contacted, if possible, and where appropriate have agreed to their details 
being published (see above). Neither they, the Editor, nor Holybourne Village 
Association, accept any responsibility for losses arising from the use or misuse of 
any information contained herein.

Whilst comment, contributions, news and views from people on various subjects 
are welcome and encouraged, these will be attributable to the individual (after 
verifi cation) and cannot be construed as being those of the sponsor or the Editor.

Local Councillors
Andrew Joy: Hampshire County Council 
 East Hampshire District Council

Glynis Watts: East Hampshire District Council

James Voller: Alton Town Council

Cover Photo

Websites
www.holybourne.com
www.altonevents.co.uk

Copy Date for next issue
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BBrewery Shop & Off Licence  
  ffff   DDraught beer to takeaway from 2pints upwards   

1150+ Craft Beers from all over the world                            

HHandpicked Selection of Wines and Spirits  

GGorilla Spirits——LLocally produced Gin  

Opening Times: Mon 9-5 / Tue-Fri 9-7 / Sat 10-5 / Sun Closed 

Triple fff Brewery , Magpie Works, Sta on Approach, Four Marks, Hampshire GU34 5HN 

                  Tel: 01420 561422  /  Email: retail@triplefff.com 
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TIMBER & BUILDING SUPPLIES

NEW Alton Branch

Trade & DIY Welcome!

coomersltd
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High-Quality Printing

Your partner in design

01252 314765 / 01252 330683

High-Quality Design

Parish & Church Magazines . Magazines . Newsletters
Brochures . Leaflets . Calendars . Postcards
Greeting Cards . Stationery . Banners . & More

Graphic Design . Page Layouts
Photo Editing . Text Editing
Content Management

Please get in touch if you would like us
to help you to make your newsletter or
magazine make its mark.

info@imprintcolour.co.uk www.imprintcolour.co.uk

01420 594644 info@sl-design.co.uk www.sl-design.co.uk

Imprint Colour Limited,
Unit 3 Pegasus Court, North Lane,
Aldershot, Hampshire. GU12 4QP

Stephen Lewis Design Consultancy, 4 Archery Rise, Alton, Hampshire. GU34 1PG

us
or

Rise Alton Hampshire GU34 1PG

A High-Quality
Partnership

Holybourne
Neatham

www.holybourne.com

& Village Magazine
£2 where sold
Delivered free to every house in Holybourne & Neatham Winter 2018
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