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BBrewery Shop & Off Licence  
  ffff   DDraught beer to takeaway from 2pints upwards   

1150+ Craft Beers from all over the world                            

HHandpicked Selection of Wines and Spirits  

GGorilla Spirits——LLocally produced Gin  

Opening Times: Mon 9-5 / Tue-Fri 9-7 / Sat 10-5 / Sun Closed 

Triple fff Brewery , Magpie Works, Sta on Approach, Four Marks, Hampshire GU34 5HN 

                  Tel: 01420 561422  /  Email: retail@triplefff.com 
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Waterbrook Road (off Mill Lane)

ALTON, GU34 2UD
01420 571234
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HOLYBOURNE VILLAGE HALL

Available for public hire, offering a
maximum capacity of 60 people, a fully-
fitted and equipped kitchen, toilet
facilities and full level access.
The hall is situated in the centre of the
village, just a few yards up Church Lane
from London Road.

HOURLY HIRE RATES
Holybourne Residents
Weekdays: £8.50
Weekends before 18:00 £10.00
Weekends after 18:00 £11.50
Non-Holybourne Residents
Weekdays: £10.00
Weekends before 18:00 £13.50
Weekends after 18:00 £18.00

BOOKING ENQUIRIES
Vickie Kemp
01420 549074 / 07737 369803
villagehall@holybourne.com

ONLINE HALL AVAILABILITY
www.holybourne.com
Select the ‘Village Hall’
Press “Click Here to Book”

The china, glass and cutlery in the kitchen are all included in the cost of the hire.
Hirers must ensure that the duration of their booking is sufficient for any setting up and clearing up. Free access to the hall cannot be given for this purpose.

Name: Will Ponsonby
Age:  42
When did you start playing for HVFC Vets?  2013 
Position:  Centre back, centre mid, right back anywhere 
up to the halfway line
How long have you lived in Holybourne?   4 years
Favourite place in Holybourne?    Any one of our local 
walking trails
Favourite Film? Goodfellas
Last book read?  “Inferno” Dan Brown
Favourite Holiday destination? Amalfi  Coast and Province

Name:  David Smith
Age: 41
When did you start playing for HVFC Vets?  Can’t remember 
4 or 5 years ago
Position: Sub Right Midfi eld/Centre back/Right Back – 
Mr Utility
How long have you lived in Holybourne?   9 years
Favourite place in Holybourne?    White Hart
Favourite Film?  Napolean Dynamite
Favourite Book:  Indecent Exposure – Tom Sharpe

Off the pitch and after games at our resident drinking hole 
the White Hart, Dave “Mad Dog” Minette has started the 
“Kangaroo Court fi ning session”. The fi nes that are issued 
vary from £1 up to a maximum of £3 and all accompanied 
with some light-hearted humour.   Examples of recent fi nes 
are “Beard tax”  “Shorts Tax” and the odd” tantrum tax”.   
There also an additional fi ne for fool of the day.    The idea 
behind it is to raise funds for a local charity.  After some 
consideration and consultation with one of the player’s 
wife, it has been decided that the chosen charity will be 
the Bushy Leaze Children and Families Centre.  This is a local 
charity that provides assistance for children and families 
from the early stages of pregnancy through to school age, 
particularly for children with learning disabilities and other 
areas of specialist help.

Gary Magee, Team Manager (07464 549009)

Holybourne Veterans’ Football Club continued...Holybourne Veterans’ Football Club continued...
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With a heat wave and snow in the same month, surely no 
one can argue any longer that something is changing with 
our weather?  For those of us at the grandparents stage, 
should we be feeling an enormous sense of guilt about the 
legacy we have left our children and children’s children?  
We can do our bit in terms of minimising use of plastic, 
recycling fastidiously and cutting back on use of fossil 
fuels.  Is it right that people live in the village and work 
in London or Basingstoke or Southampton?  Living where 
we work would reduce vehicular use massively and the 
commensurate use of fuel.  But are these things a step too 
far at the moment? For sure however, change must take 
place sooner or later and it is surely not right that in the 
pursuit of our own comfort now, our descendants are 
going to suffer. Your thoughts?

For the fi rst time in some time, we have a letter to the Editor. 
I’d like to see more of this please so if you have something 
you want to say, please write to me, either at jerrymjj@
tiscali.co.uk or by popping it through my letter box at 81 
London Road.  Want to get something off your chest, moan 
or praise?  Let me know about it.

Something else that I’m sure would be of general interest 
are the Heroes of Holybourne.  Those people in our midst 
who do things for others but who operate invisibly in the 
background.  Each year the HVA awards the Holybourne 
Cup to one individual who has made what it sees, as a 
major contribution to the life of the village. I know however 
that there are many people who enrich the lives of our 
community. Let me know about them. Nominate them 
anonymously if you like but tell me why she or he is a hero.

We have a couple of articles in this issue about local 
enterprise in the village. Again, if there are homeworkers 
out there that might like their existence brought to a wider 
audience, please do get in touch with me.  It must be a lonely 
life sometimes so why not let us know about what you are 
doing? I have already been surprised at the wealth of what 
goes on in Holybourne and to how many organisations 
and businesses Holybourne residents contribute.  Similarly, 
there are some focal points of the village from whom I’d 
love to hear. I understand the demands of business but any 
publicity is good publicity isn’t it?

Finally, as we turn our backs on winter (Praise the Lord!) we 
can look forward to longer days and the delights of spring 
and summer. From the team that produces the magazine, 
we wish you the best of all seasons. 

Jerry Janes, Editor
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We are thrilled to announce that European Gold medallist 
and Paralympian dressage rider Suzanna Hext has agreed to 
become a Treloar’s Patron. After an accident riding a young 
horse at home in 2012 changed her life, she spent 170 days 
in hospital and had nine operations. Suzanna returned to 
become triple European Gold medallist and ended 2017 as 
Grade 3 world number 1. Amazingly Suzanna also recently 
classifi ed for Para-Swimming with the aim to compete this 
year around her riding competitions and commitments, but 
keeping riding as her main priority.

The Story of Treloar’s, a new fi lm put together by our 
students in collaboration with 104Films and funded 
through a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund, is available 
to view online: (www.treloar.org.uk/about-us/our-history). 
The fi lm includes original recordings of speeches by Sir 
William Purdie Treloar and shows fi lms taken from the 
London Metropolitan and Hampshire Archives as well as 
old photographs and interviews. Both School and College 
students helped to do the research, fi lming and production 
of the fi nal product.

In early February seven schools, including Treloar’s, 
competed for supremacy in the County Table Cricket 

Competition, held at the Ageas Bowl in Southampton. Table 
cricket is played on a table tennis table with side panels 
to contain the ball and sliding fi elders placed around the 
table to create the playing area.   A ramp is used to bowl 
and players bat to score runs, simulating a game of cricket.  
Table cricket is accessible from a wheelchair and The Lord’s 
Taverners Table Cricket programme gives young people 
with severe physical or learning impairments opportunities 
which they would not otherwise have to participate in a 
competitive game of cricket.

The County Competition was played in two leagues and 
used two tables.   More than 4,000 runs were scored and 
80 wickets taken by the seven teams involved.  Qualifi cation 
played in two leagues ended with play-offs to determine 
the outcome.

Team Treloar’s, captained by School student Matt, fi nished 
a very respectable 3rd and were the only team with all 
wheelchair users.  Taking part were six School students: 
Captain Matt, Poppy, Arlo, Dom, Saskia and Logan. They 
won their fi rst game by 12 runs, lost the second game by 
25 runs and their fi nal match was a draw with 216 runs 
each. 

European Gold medallist and Paralympian dressage rider 
Suzanna Hext 

Treloar’s County Table Cricket team

FRIENDS OF TRELOAR’S PLANT SALE
Saturday 11 May 2019 * 10.00am-12.30pm

Treloar’s  Powell Drive  Holybourne, Alton  GU34 4GL

Treloar’s is a registered Charity Number 1092857

Annuals, Herbs, Phoenix Perennial
Plants, Vegetables, Plants from local
gardens, Recycled Garden Tools +

Expert Advice.

Inside: Teas, Cakes, Produce Stall,
Music, Beauty Products, Gifts and

Raf  e.

FREE ENTRY, Easy Parking, Manned
Barrier and new this year - plant

collection point.

Treloar School & College
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Cup final Photo

“Meet the Villagers”
In this edition we decided to change our usual format of 
match reports and statistics and have focused more on the 
squad members and the people who represent the team 
and reside in the village.   We have prepared a light-hearted 
Q+ A with our Holybourne Villagers (including myself). 

Name: Gary Magee
Age: 43 years and 5 months
When did you start playing football for the Holybourne 
Vets FC?  2010 as a young fi t 35-year-old.
Position:  Centre Forward until my playing days were 
cut short by injury in 2016.  Since then I have become 
team manager.  It was supposed to be a short-term 
role, but I’ve not been sacked yet and we’ve yet to 
fi nd another volunteer.
How long have you lived in Holybourne?   10 Years
Favourite Place in Holybourne?  The White Hart and the 
village church where I got married to my lovely wife 
in 2009 (mandatory in case my wife is reading this :)
Last book read?  How to be a footballer by Peter Crouch
Favourite Holiday destination? Sarasota, Florida.

Name: Peter Care
Age:  50
When did you start playing for HVFC Vets?  2008 when the 
club started. Before Chubby objects, I did leave for 
France for 2 years almost immediately, but I played 
the fi rst few friendlies that summer, so 2008 counts.
Position:  Centre-Half
How long have you lived in Holybourne?   21 years
Favourite place in Holybourne?   White Hart
Favourite Film? Airplane!
Last book read?  Sapiens (thanks to John Bound)
Favourite Holiday destination? The Alps or the Pyrenees

Name: Dan Hazel
Age:  36 (A mere youngster!)
When did you start playing for HVFC Vets?  2018 
Position:  Centre Midfi eld
How long have you lived in Holybourne?   3 years
Favourite place in Holybourne?   White Hart of course
Favourite Film? Shawshank Redemption
Last book read?  That’s Not My Meerkat
Favourite Holiday destination? Guernsey

  Holybourne Veterans’  Holybourne Veterans’
Football ClubFootball Club

CAN'T YOU DO
ANYTHING RIGHT ?

HOME COMPUTER SUPPORT & TUITION
" My PC Home Help ! "

Friendly, Professional Support for
Windows PC, Apple Computers, iPads etc.

visit: www.myPChomehelp.co.uk

Computer Repairs, Virus Removal & Upgrades
Broadband Wired/Wireless Solutions & Setup
One To One Home Tuition for all Abilities
Smart TVs and other Home Technology

I Supply, Install & Support PCs, iMacs & iPads

Call RICHARD SIERS on Bentley (01420) 22844
enquiries@myPChomehelp.co.uk
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2019 looks like being a fantastic year for cricket and during 
the season we would really like the village community to 
come along and get involved with the club and see what 
we do – even if cricket is not your thing, the club is a great 
environment to meet people in the village and socialise 
with friends and family.

This year England and Wales host the ICC Cricket World Cup 
from 30 May to 14 July 2019. 

There will be an opportunity for everyone to watch live 
cricket and competitive games will take place all over 
the country. In addition i all ten nations are playing two 
offi cial warm-up fi xtures ahead of the tournament which 
will take place at four venues across England and Wales 
between 24-28 May. This includes the Hampshire Bowl in 
Southampton. 

The Cricket World Cup is an 
iconic global sporting event 
- the biggest prize in world 
cricket – and there will be 
many events being held in 
schools and cricket clubs 
to inspire and engage one 
million young people aged 
between 5 and 12 in playing 
the game. I also understand 
there will be cut-priced 
tickets available for children 
to attend the warm-up games 
at the Hampshire Bowl.

At Holybourne we are 
planning to hold an ICC 
World Cup Family Day on 
the Sports Field on Sunday 
2nd June 2019 – everyone is 
welcome to come along and 
join in!

Preparations are well 
underway for the season – 
the pleasant weather in late 
February gave us the opportunity to start and prepare the 
wicket much earlier than normal. Our Juniors have been 
training at Eggar’s over the winter and will move outside 
to the Sports Field on 26th April for the fi rst Friday Night 
Training Session 6pm – the Bar and BBQ will be open so 
please come along! The Juniors will also start to play their 
fi xtures during the Summer School-Term.

Competitive games start on 4th May 2019 – our 1st XI 
are newly promoted to the Hampshire County Division 4 
North and our 2nd XI continue in the Regional Division 2 
North East – we wish both teams a great season. We have 
also had some interest in starting both a Girls’ Team and 
Women’s W10 Team so watch this space for more news 
and your chance to get involved.

We look forward to another long hot summer – perfect for 
World Cup Cricket and cricket at any level – get involved!

Peter Robinson, Andy Maddock and the Committee
http://holybourne.play-cricket.com/

Holybourne Cricket ClubHolybourne Cricket Club

Free quotation and
consultation
Fully qualified and
insured
References available

Specialists in Ponds,
Water Features, Paving
and Timberwork

p
Wat
and

For all your
hard and soft
landscaping needs

Tel: 01730 601931
Mob: 07795 615526

thrivelandscapes@aol.com
www.thrivelandscapes.org
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Jessica Taplin , the new CEO of the Treloar Trust 

Treloar’s appoints a new CEO
Treloar’s is very pleased to announce that the Board of 
Trustees have appointed Jessica Taplin to be our new 
Chief Executive. Jessica will join Treloar’s at the beginning 
of March and will assume the responsibilities of Chief 
Executive at the end of the spring term, succeeding current 
CEO Tony Reid, who is retiring after 14 years of outstanding 
service.

Jessica has a background in business development, starting 
her career at News International and IPC Media where she 
established a reputation 
for innovative multi-
platform campaigns. A 
decade ago she moved 
into the charitable sector, 
initially supporting the 
Big Lottery Fund with 
their UK wide public 
consultation before 
working closely with the 
UK funding committee 
to re-invigorate their 
multi-million pound 
public engagement grant 
portfolio. Jessica has 
sought out leadership 
roles for organisations 
that support and 
enable young people 
and has a great deal of 
empathy with our young 
benefi ciaries.  Her two 
previous CEO roles have 
been at UK wide youth 
charities, vInspired, the 
legacy youth volunteering 
charity, and prior to that, 

at Get Connected, where she led the organisation into a 
successful merger to create The Mix, now the UKs leading 
digital support and helpline service for young people. 

Treloar’s Chair of Trustees Alistair Mackintosh commented 
on Jessica’s appointment: “The Board and I are delighted 
to have found someone of Jessica’s calibre to continue 
to lead Treloar’s as we build upon the strong educational 
and care foundations that have been so carefully put 
together in recent years. We are confi dent that she will 
bring fresh thinking to our strategic development, enabling 
us to broaden our reach and impact, and further develop 
services and external relations for the benefi t of our young 
people.”

Future events to look out for
Our popular annual St Swithun’s Way Walk and Run takes 
place on Sunday 28 April. You can choose to walk or run the 
5 or 10 miles along Hampshire’s most beautiful countryside 
paths. A fantastic day out for the whole family and a great 
way to help raise much needed funds for Treloar’s! To fi nd 
out more or to book your place please contact Laura on 
01420 547447, email events@treloar.org.uk or visit www.
treloarevents.org.uk.

Celebrate the arrival of spring with the opportunity to buy 
plants at the annual Friends of Treloar’s Plant Sale which 
will take place at Treloar’s on Saturday 11 May between 
10.00am and 12.30pm. The free event is a great chance 
to buy lots of bargain plants, visit our delicious cake stand 
and raffl e stalls so please do come along!
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ROOKERY
BARNS LTD

Complete your country home...

Quality, Style and Service since 1998
tel: 01420 488870 | www.rookerybarns.com

As your local barn specialist, we have designed and 
constructed over 00 oak barn-style buildings in the last 
years. We offer to take care of every stage of your project:     

� Designing your barn
� Securing planning approval if required
� Groundworks and landscaping
� Barn construction and erection
� Roofing, electrics and internal fit-out
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Alton Bowls Club when it was at the back of the  Swan Hotel

Alton Bowls Club today, in Alton’s Public Gardens

Sheffield Evening Telegraph 14 May 1910

The Story of Alton Bowling Club
Alton Bowling Club was offi cially founded in 1884, but as 
early as 1790 reference was made in a property document 
to a bowling green on a piece of pasture north west of the 
Market Hotel (then called the Butchers Arms).  A Reading 
Mercury newspaper report on 30 May 1885 reads “The 
members of this recently formed club had a successful 
opening match at their new grounds on Wednesday 
week”.  In 1887 the Alton Gazette reported a meeting of 
the Bowling Club at the “Market Hotel at which place the 
bowling green is situate”. 

Around 1900 the bowls club moved to a new green behind 
the Swan Hotel.  This picture was taken there around 1912.  

This was not the only bowling club in Alton during the 
early 1900s.  Local directories listed greens also at the 
Constitutional Club and the Liberal Club.  

During these early years the activities of Alton Bowling 
Club were regularly reported in the press, both local and 
nationwide.   

The club’s greens had almost always been on licensed 
premises and because of this many people objected 
to playing or watching. At a dinner in 1950 a guest 
representative from Alton Urban Council responded to the 
club’s stated wish for a ‘town’ bowling green by agreeing 
that there was a need, and to the members’ delight in 
1954 a new green and pavilion was opened in the Public 
Gardens.

The local press reported that “The public green is not for 
men alone, for we believe a women’s section is being 
promoted”, however things did not always run smoothly 
as in 1974 the ladies complained to the Council that the 
men “had passed a resolution preventing the ladies from 
playing on the green after 6pm each evening, except for 
competition purposes”, this probably did not last very 

long!  In 1995 the men’s and women’s sections merged and 
have since then bowled together in mixed games. 

Alton BC’s bowlers have enjoyed much success over the 
years, achieving county level wins and providing four 
County Presidents.  The club celebrated its 125th anniversary 
in 2009 and continues today to thrive, with a membership 
of around 60 people who enjoy activities both sporting 
and social throughout the summer season. 

For more information about the club visit: 
 www.altonbowlingclub.co.uk.

Linda Habberfi eld, Holybourne Archives 
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Alton Bowling Club
Public Gardens, Alton

Have you ever considered playing bowls in the great
outdoors? Alton Bowling Club, situated in the beautiful
Public Gardens invites new members for the forthcoming
season. The club opens on Saturday 13 April 2019 for a
friendly social and bowling summer.

For further information please telephone our Hon. Secretary, David Bartlett on
01420 85297 or e-mail davebart35@gmail.com with your name, address, and
telephone number.

We enjoy an INFORMAL ROLL-UP EVERY MONDAY AFTERNOON at
2.00pm starting 15 April (bowls supplied), why not call in, and have a try, you
will be very welcome. Also join us at our OPEN DAY on MONDAY 6 MAY.

You can also visit our website
altonbowlingclub.co.uk

Conveyancing

Commercial matters

Wills

Probate

Powers of attorney

Divorce and family matters

Employment

Contractual disputes

FREE initial
appointment
on most legal mattersWhatever legal assistance you

require we will advise and guide you with a practical and supportive service.

A fresh approach to legal services.
We hope you like it.

Call our friendly team on 01420 544 273 or email jacqui@jcsolicitors.com

11 High Street,Alton
Hampshire GU34 1AW
www.jcsolicitors.com
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It’s not just for men, neither is it in a shed and it’s now 
growing out of Alton, so what exactly is the Men’s Shed 
organisation? A growing problem with mental health issues 
for retired men prompted the creation of Men’s Sheds 
fi rst in Australia, then New Zealand, followed by Ireland 
and then Great Britain. Inspired by a recognition that men 
fi nd it harder to maintain social networks once they leave 
work than women do, the organisation seeks to provide 
a place for men to go, to engage in creative activities and 
to meet others who are in the same situation.  Set up in 
Alton in 2015 in a member built shed on land provided by 
All Saints Church there is a current membership of about 
twenty men including retired professionals, trade and 
crafts men.  Members visit the shed to chat, have a coffee 
or to make something under the guidance of skilled and 
experienced peers.  

The organisation is now coming to Holybourne with a 
couple of rooms being provided by the Lawn Home in 
the centre of the village.  It’s a win win situation with Men’s 
Shed having the use of the rooms and the Lawn hoping to 
see more villagers visiting the home and interacting with 
the residents.  So despite it not being in a shed and also 
not exclusively for men, Men’s Shed is open to all comers 
for fellowship and craftwork.  The women’s room under 
the guidance of Sharon Wood is already thriving after a 
couple of weeks and the men’s section has already gained 
its fi rst patrons.  Anyone who might be at a loose end will 
be warmly welcomed every Wednesday afternoon.

The Men’s Sheds organisation is driven by three principal 
aims. Firstly to provide a social opportunity for members 
to meet and chat. Secondly, for those that wish to, to 
provide facilities and equipment for craft work and fi nally, 

Alton
Mens Shed

to engage with the local community by carrying out project 
work for organisations.  Already the Alton branch has 
repaired bus shelters, built planters and decorated areas in 
the Assembly Rooms.

It sounds like a fantastic concept but is it really needed in 
Alton and Holybourne? Village coordinator Peter Beckham, 
a long-time resident on London Road says it recognises and 
responds to a very real need.

“Men often fi nd themselves isolated when they retire and 
leave their work colleague friends behind.  Nationally there 
is a worrying growth in mental health issues for retired men 
which is often the result of having time on their hands but 
no outlet for their skills. Though our organisation is open 
to men and women from 18 upwards, the bulk of our 
membership are retired men.  Often going from a fi ve days 
a week, full on occupation to fi nding themselves alone at 
home is a huge challenge and for many men it just turns into 
a depressing loneliness. Men’s Shed seeks to address this.”

So there you go. Time on your hands? Skills to share or a 
desire to learn new ones? Why not pop along to the Men’s 
Shed at The Lawn and see what you can offer or gain?  Peter 
can be contacted for more details on  01420 85419.

The new Mens Shed room at The Lawn

The Mens Shed at All Saints Church in Alton
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Brendoncare Alton – 
nursing and dementia care 
a warm and safe environment

Purpose-built property with a home-from-home feel and accessible gardens 

Kindness, care, choice 
and community

                  
                  

Rated  

GOOD  
by the  

Care Quality  

Commission

Brendoncare Alton
Adams Way, Alton, GU34 2UU
www.brendoncare.org.uk Registered charity

no. 326508

Visitors are always welcome to look 
around the home and meet our team
For more information,  

01420 549797
or email 

 

alton@brendoncare.org.uk
please call us on 
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its rulers, Cogidubnus in AD43 becoming ‘Great King’ of the 
Atrebates tribe and the Roman name for Silchester is Calleva 
Atrebatum. They administered a large area around Berkshire 
involving much of Wiltshire, Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire, 
Surrey and Hampshire.  Neatham (Vindomi) and Staines 
(Pontes) meaning bridge were both at river crossings of a 
Roman road. 

The Chichester to Silchester Roman road is marked on the 
recent Explorer Ordnance Survey maps and descends from 
the downs to the north parallel with the modern New Lane 
track across a fi eld that is now a sports pitch and listed 
as an ancient monument. Here it cuts across the London 
Road (old A31 before the bypass) through the modern 
Vindomis Close development and directly down slope 
across the River Wey and its valley to rise up the other side 
crossing Neatham Mill Lane to the east of Neatham Manor 
and taking a direct line across the Upper Greensand bench 
to Wyck where it descended the escarpment to Green 
Street, East Worldham and to the east of King John’s Hill on 
its way to Chichester. Roman roads are rarely defl ected by 
hills as anyone who has used the A68 Dere Street through 
the Cheviots of Northumberland into Scotland will know.

There has long been postulated a Roman road from 
Winchester to Neatham and Farnham, roughly on the line of 
the modern A31 and another from Neatham to the Romano-
British potteries at Alice Holt Forest. More evidence has 
come to support this (Fig. 6 in Millett and Graham) and 
further data from Malcolm Lyne working on the Alice Holt 
potteries.  It would appear that the link Road to Winchester 
would be a later one associated with trade westwards of 
pottery from Alice Holt. A road junction also added to 
prosperity from trade taking place in the town. Much of the 
Alice Holt pottery went to London.

Archaeology in the fi eld has been compromised by ground 
works for the Alton to Farnham railway line (opened 1852) 
as well as by the construction of the Alton bypass 1969 
onwards, at a time before archaeology became a planning 
issue with Conditions for professional investigation 
of historical ground evidence accompanying many 
development applications today. A great deal of new 
information has come from developers’ commissioned 
archaeological investigations and comments in the fi nal 
chapter of Land of the Atrebates suggest this data needs to 
be integrated with other records. In the last few decades 
excavations have been more or less limited to professionals 
but there is a need to bring back amateurs into the fold as 
eyes and ears on the ground locally. When I fi rst came to 
the Alton area in 1979 there was some fi eld walking being 
undertaken looking for the scatter of Roman fi nds and this 
can direct later excavators to the most likely places to sink 
trenches.

June Chatfi eld, Chair, Northern Wey Trust
To get ‘Land of the Atrebates’ email info@berksarch.co.uk
£12 to members, £20 +p&p to non-members.

David Graham will be talking about the Neatham dig on 
Thursday 2nd May  at 7.30pm, Allen Gallery. Book in  advance.
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and Neatham appears to have been a staging post on this 
road at a junction of roads and river crossing early in the 
Roman occupation with a “mansio” for administration and 
accommodation of travellers.

The recent Roman interest in the village began as a result 
of two Romano-British skeletons found in 1969 during the 
construction of the bypass that led to the identifi cation 
of Vindomi, a small town on the Roman road itinerary.   
Roman fi nds had long turned up in the fi elds. This led to 
excavations in 1974 and 1976 by two local archaeologists 
David Graham and Martin Millett and a subsequent salvage 
operation in 1979 on a housing development site, now 
Vindomis Close. 

Land of the Atrebates bases much of its account of 
Neatham on facts from the report by Martin Millett and David 
Graham. What it also does is to increase our understanding 
of local Romans and puts Neatham in the context of the 
wider area of administration by bringing together new 
information on Roman sites since 1931, presented under 
themed chapters. These include hard evidence from 
excavation of buildings and fi nds with more modern 
environmental archaeology investigating lives of the people 
in the settlement.  Whilst we are now administered from 
Petersfi eld by East Hampshire District Council, in Roman 
times Neatham was a small town under the administration 
of Silchester, Hampshire, just south of Reading, Berkshire. 
When the Romans occupied Britain they based their 
administration on the existing Iron Age settlements involving 

Springs are now running, tributaries fl owing and there is a 
good volume of water in the river. On 24th February some 
Scented Violets were in bloom on a bank in London Road, 
the fi rst yellow Coltsfoot out by the Wey off Newman Lane 
and silvery Pussy Willow (malefl owers) by Haw Bridge. 
Although the weather goes from one extreme to the other 
Spring is on the way along the river. Reed Mace from last 
year in the ditch by Haw Bridge is dead but the ripe seeds 
on the pappus of hairs are being dispersed to seed new 
plants.

A Roman river crossing
The northern Wey in the village links up with the story of 
the Roman settlement Vindomi and two Roman roads in 
Neatham. I have recently received Land of the Atrebates: 
in and around Roman Berkshire by Trevor Coombs, 
Janet Ridout Sharpe, Hugh Davies, Anne Harrison and Anni 
Byard published in 2018.

Neatham features in the study area, the civitas of the Roman 
town Calleva Atrebatum (modern Silchester, Hampshire) 
that was Romanised from an Iron Age oppida. It was an 
early Roman site around AD43 accessed by the new 
Roman road from Chichester, Sussex which was speedily 
constructed to bring in personnel and supplies from the 
Sussex port inland to Silchester. A minor road, it was still 
represented on the Roman Antonine itinerary of roads 

Our River
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Walkiesplease Ltd can help! We have a number of
year’s experience working and caring for dogs and
cats. We have a caring, local team who are all fully
insured, police checked and can be trusted to offer
an affordable option to meet your pet’s needs.

Working Long Hours?
Less Mobile?
Young Children?
Going away?
(Day Trip, Holiday, Hospital)

Doggy Day Care
Day care in the comfort
of a carer’s home,
including a walk

Dog Walking
Service
4 dogs max, a photo of
each walk

Dog boarding
Home Comforts of a
warm family home and
regular walks.

We also do pet visits for puppies, elderly dogs, cats or other small animals.
We can help you keep your Pets Happy and Healthy!!

  walkiesplease * 07546 500828 /01420 82611 *  hbswed@aol.com

Walkies Please
‘A house is not a home without a dog’. -  I have seen this 
motto hung on one of my customer’s walls. She has two 
lovely Cockatoos, and I thoroughly agree with the statement 
being a dog lover myself.  All dogs need exercise whatever 
their size and some more than others. The exercise is also 
good for their owners as well .  However there are times 
when you can’t walk your best friend. Either you may be 
at work all day and your dog needs a lunch time break to 
walk, run, and have fun as well as to do the necessary. Or 
maybe due to health reasons.  I recently boarded two dogs 
as their owner was having much needed surgery and then 
recuperating.  Or you may have young puppy that needs 
to be visited or have doggy day care. There can be many 
reasons why you need someone to walk your dog.

I started Walkies Please in 2017 with my daughter as we 
were both made redundant from our rather sedentary 
professional positions. This life change made us take stock 
of our lives and we chose to do something totally different, 
that involved exercise and our love of dogs.  After doing 
some market research, we found there was other dog 
walking businesses out there but also there are many dogs. 
Our service is unique in that we decided not to walk more 
than four dogs at a time. We felt this was a safe number for 
dogs and walker and has proved to be popular. The dogs’ 
walk starts from when we get to the place we will walk, not 
from when they are picked up. We also keep their owners 
up to date with feedback and a photo of the walk so they 
can see the dog is enjoying himself. We made sure we were 
registered with Hampshire Animal Welfare department and 
I hold a Five Star Certifi cate. We are insured and, DSB, Police 
checked. We have a face book page – Walkies Please and a 
website where one can see the happy dogs we walk. 

We walk locally to Holybourne and Alton. I especially 
enjoy walking on the bridle path in Holybourne then on 
to St Swithun’s Way. If you walk all the way following the 
footpath you will come to Froyle and most probably meet 
other dog walkers on the way. This is a lovely walk and 
quite safe as you only cross one farm road. You pass trees, 
fi elds, bushes and trees and go over a small bridge where 
a small stream passes under.  

We also walk in Anstey Park. There are playing fi elds you 
can walk around but if you want a longer walk follow the 
footpath to the farm fi elds beyond. Do keep to the footpath 
on these walks though as there will be crops growing.  I 
also walk in Bushy Leaze at Beech. This has a hard core 
path for most of the way which makes it easier if you are 
in a wheelchair or pushing a baby’s buggy.  There are also 
footpaths coming off from this and you can walk for miles 
in woods. The only possible drawback I found here was if 
you arrive by car and park at the gate you need to put your 
dog back on the lead well before you reach the end of the 
paths as the road has  cars passing very   quickly  and there 
is no real barrier for dogs.  

Windmill Hill in Alton is very popular. It is a safe enclosed 
area. You have beautiful views of the countryside around 
from the top. I walk the perimeter and then again around 
the top wooded area. This gives the dogs some fi eld to 
run in and also interesting smells in the woods.  One walk 
the dogs really enjoy is Treloars Meadow and Ackender 
Woods. Unfortunately it is planned to build on the 
Meadow at some stage but not the woods, so I make the 
most of it whilst I can. Again there is a lovely meadow with 
carpets of wild fl owers in the spring and summer and in 
the woods similarly with Bluebells. It is truly spectacular. I 
have also seen many interesting types of fungi growing on 
tree stumps.  The dogs love chasing each other and again 
fi nding interesting smells - the woods are full of interest for 
them. There are deer and other wild life there and you can 
walk for miles safely following the main footpath to Bentley. 
You do pass farm fi elds where there are often sheep grazing 
but the fi elds are well secured but do be attentive when 
walking your dog past.  I also go a little further afi eld now 
and again such as Chawton Woods. This is a safe, enclosed 
walk for dogs and children, and Humbly Grove, Lasham. 
Again the walk is along sunny paths or through dark woods 
with deer and other animals to see and twice recently I 
have heard a woodpecker.  This week I saw a toad that was 
very busy fi lling a large puddle with spawn. This walk also 
has a hard surface for people who need it. A bonus too 
is that it is opposite Avenue Nurseries  Garden Centre so 
you can have a nice cup of tea after your walk. We live in a 
fantastic part of Hampshire and there are hidden gems of 
walks everywhere.

What does concern me when walking is the amount of litter 
that I see discarded without thought for others and the 
safety of our dogs and wildlife. In Anstey Park in particular 
this is a problem and I do pick up litter whilst walking. I was 
told in Chawton Woods someone had being hanging their 
poo bags from trees and deer had ingested it and been 
very ill.  Another issue that seem to be getting worse is that 
some people are not picking up after their dogs. Again I 
do pick up some of these when I see them.  We all need to 
be responsible, which most of us are and also encourage 
people who are not, to be so. Our walks will then be all the 
more pleasant and safer for everyone.

Hilary  Brown
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We have expanded to fulfil our customers needs

• Servicing
• Air conditioning servicing and re-gas
• Main dealer standard fault diagnostic equipment
• Brakes
• Cam-belts
• Tyres & wipers
• Exhausts
• Batteries

• Clutches
• All makes & models  undertaken
• Free courtesy car
• VW Kombi van specialist

01420 474541
www.brandautos.co.uk | enquiries@brandautos.co.uk

8 Kingsley Business Park, Kingsley, Hampshire, GU35 9LY

www.MillFarmOrganic.com

Tel/Fax: 01420 22331
Open: Wed– Sat 9am-5pm
Isington Nr. Alton GU34 4PN

Farm Shop
& Cafe

Organic Beef , Lamb & Pork
Meat Boxes from £59
Fresh ‘Artisan’ Bread, Fruit+Veg

Local Hampshire
produce

Contact Town & Country today.

Town & Country is a trading style of T & C Cars Limited and is a credit broker not a lender.

Model shown: Vitara 1.4 Boosterjet SZ5 manual including dual tone paint (£800) available at £23,299 on the road. Fuel economy and CO2**
results for the Vitara 2019 range Mpg (l/100km): Combined from 44.8 (6.3) to 52.3 (5.3). **CO2 emissions: 143g/km to 121g/km. The fuel
consumption you achieve in real life conditions and CO2 produced will depend upon a number of factors including the accessories fitted
(post-registration), variations in weather, driving styles and vehicle load. **There is a new test used for fuel consumption and CO2 figures.
The CO2 figures shown however, is based on the outgoing test cycle and will be used to calculate vehicle tax on first registration. Only
compare fuel consumption and CO2 figures with other cars tested to the same technical standard.

*0% APR and No Deposit available on all Vitara models. Hire Purchase product available on 0% APR over 24-36 months. Personal Contract
Purchase product available on 0% APR over 25-37 months. Offer is available from participating Authorised Suzuki Dealers only. Offer cannot be
used in conjunction with any other offer unless otherwise stated. Credit is available to UK residents aged 18 years or over, subject to status, from
Suzuki Finance, a trading style of Suzuki Financial Services Ltd, St. William House, Tresillian Terrace, Cardiff, CF10 5BH. This offer is subject to
availability and Suzuki Financial Services Ltd reserves the right to withdraw or amend this offer without notice or prior warning. Suzuki Financial
Services Ltd, part of Lloyds Banking Group. Offer correct at the time of being published. Excludes Channel Islands and Isle of Man.

Request a test drive today

Town & Country Cars
165 London Road, Holybourne, Alton, GU34 4HA, 01420 82288

cars.suzuki.co.uk/dealers/town-country-cars-alton
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Open for business
Have you seen how the fl oor tiles 
shine now?

Can anyone tell me if they 
medieval or Victorian?

Have you sat in one of the 
comfortable new benches? 

Following last year’s improvements the church is open 
all day on Tuesdays and Thursdays for anyone to walk in 
and enjoy the peaceful space. In addition the church is 
becoming a hive of activity and we’d love to see it even 
busier.

On Tuesday mornings Corinne runs a café and would love 
to see you drop in for a drink sometime. On Thursday 
mornings the toddlers take over, bringing their parents 
together for a chat, singing songs and activities.

In recent weeks we have been gathering for Monday 
evening sessions reading and praying our way through the 
gospel of Luke. In Lent there will be Lent lunches, raising 
money for the new lighting and audio-visual equipment.

And of course Sundays see 9.30am services with 
communion, most weeks. On the 4th Sunday of the 
month at 4pm we have Church@4 services that are varied, 
interactive and suitable for all.

We are applying to the Heritage Lottery fund to enable us 
to host the Village Archive. This should enable everyone in 
the village to easily access this treasure of resources about 
the history of the village and learn about its past and the 
people who lived here before us. This should also help us 
fund the much needed improvements to the lighting and 
get some audio-visual equipment to help with worship 
and all the other activities that go on.

The church space is now available for hire. The rates are 
the same as the village hall, including the reduced rates 
for Holybourne residents - between £12 and £19 per hour, 
with an additional charge for the kitchen or the organ. The 
idea is for the church building to be a resource for the 
village, alongside the village hall. It is a large, warm space 
with totally fl exible seating that can easily be arranged in 
different ways or stacked and pushed to the walls. It is 
ideal for concerts, meetings, parties and other gatherings. 
There is a neat, modern kitchen, folding tables and two 
toilets. Hiring can be arranged easily through the Parish 
Offi ce, by ringing Carole and Philippa on 01420 83234 or 
emailing potr.alton@btinternet.com  

Helen Walters
Follow us on @holybournechrch

Church News

YOUR FRIENDLY,
COMMUNITY OPTICIANS

Come in now or call for an appointment

Ganders Barn | Ganders Business Park
Kingsley | GU35 9LU

Sight Testing

OCT Scans

Contact Lens Fitting & Supply

Minor Eye Conditions

See you at our 

Home made soups
Different selection every week

Wednesdays 
from 12.30pm

13th March, 20th March, 27th March,
3rd April, 10th April, 17th April

Donations to The Lighting Project Holybourne 
Church

y
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A Day in the Life.....
At spring time we enjoy looking back at the winter and with 
some sun on our backs we realise how privileged we are 
to work in the countryside and amongst animals with all 
the new life appearing. Many people say to us how idyllic 
our lifestyle is and are always are keen to come and cuddle 
the lambs or feed the animals. However, not too many are 
prepared to really muck in and get the hard work done. No 
more so than our work experience students. Our record 
for the shortest lasting time is 20 minutes when after doing 
some light mucking out they were fainting and being sick...!!

During lambing time we are on watch 24-7 so the following 
is not unusual for a day in February or March. We usually 
check the ewes and bottle feed the lambs at 2.30am. The 
bottle feeding usually takes around twenty minutes from 
alarm to getting back into bed. However if a ewe has 
lambed or is lambing then we have to see the job through 
to the fi nish. We have been known to wait to make sure the 
ewe is making no progress then assist with the lambing, 
donning lambing gloves and gel to fi nd out what is sticking. 
If a head or leg is back then gentle manipulation to get the 
correct presentation of diving out front feet and nose fi rst 
is required. Once all the lambs have been delivered (ours 
have up to three at a time) we put them in a separate pen 
to mother up and check the lambs are feeding correctly.

If there is time, we go back to bed before getting up again 
at around 5am to start feeding the livestock and checking 

that all is well with the newborns. This typically takes about 
one and a half hours including bottle feeding the lambs 
again. We then leave for our visit to a school around 7am, 
depending on how far away the school is. Arriving at the 
client at about 8.15am, we locate the site manager who 
helps us onto the site and we set up for the day. We then 
have about fi ve classes over the course of the day, one hour 
per class giving talks about how we care for the animals 
and what we get from each animal. We start loading the 
animals around 3pm, leave around 3.30pm and arrive 
home at about 4.45pm. We then feed all the animals which 
takes about an hour. There’s just time for a quick bite to eat 
before we are out again to feed the lambs and shut the 
birds up to prevent predation by the foxes.

It is then time to answer any e-mails and complete any 
booking forms from clients who want a visit from us before 
a quick check around and feeding of the lambs at about 
10.30pm. Hopefully all is quiet, otherwise another hour or 
so may be spent delivering lambs and settling them in to 
the pen and making sure all the lambs are suckling well. 
We grab some well earned sleep before it’s time to get up 
and start feeding the lambs again and checking the ewes at 
2.30am. We usually sleep like a log! There is something very 
special about this time of year and the new life it brings - 
we love it!

Tom and Sarah Main  www.mcfe.org.uk

Mill Cottage NewsMill Cottage News
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If You Need:
Transport for Doctor & Hospital Appointments

Collection of Prescriptions - Shopping
or just a Friendly Ear

New drivers are always required
Please call us if you can help,
even if in a very small way.

Mileage paid if required

N d i l i d

Contact us on:
01420 89418

Holybourne
Care Group

WE ARE HERE TO HELP

Providing quality tuition in your local area.
English, History, French and German

- All ages and levels -

Alton Language Workshop

www.altonlanguageworkshop.org
info@altonlanguageworkshop.org

The Thorne Family
at

KEMP & STEVENS
Funeral Directors

Robin Thorne Dip FD LMBIFD Gill Thorne Dip FD LMBIFD
Michael Thorne Dip FD LMBIFD Geoff Thorne MBIE Dip FD LMBIFD

Independent family-run Funeral Directors andd Monumentall Masons

93 High Street, Alton, Hampshire GU34 1LGG 014200 83177

info@kempandstevens.co.ukk   www.kemapandstevens.co.uk

Ca l l  Peter  Ch ivers  on : 01256 389124
O r  M o b i l e :  0 7 8 0 3  0 9 6 6 4 2
B P C A  M E M B E R  -  F U L L Y  I N S U R E D
9  S T E N B U R Y  D R I V E ,  P R E S T O N  C A N D O V E R ,  B A S I N G S T O K E
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PETER CHIVERS PCS
WASP NEST TREATMENTS
DON’T GET STUNG
CALL FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE NOW

FOR ALL YOUR PEST CONTROL NEEDS:
Wasps, Bees, Rats, Mice, Moles, Cluster Flies, Squirrels,
Cockroaches, Rabbits, Pigeons, Bird-Proofing,
Emergancy Wasp Nest Treatments, Mole Trapping Specialist
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A Day in the Life of a Volunteer 
A lady I met at U3A asked me if volunteering at the Curtis 
Museum meant you had to know a lot about the Town’s 
history.  I explained that, on the contrary, I knew very 
little about it when, some years ago, the call went out 
for concerned locals to keep the Museum and the Allen 
Gallery open in the face of HCC cuts.  Many of us had no 
background in history, archaeology or art, but we have 
subsequently learned a lot. We perform various jobs under 
the aegis of our Manager, Sophie, and her Customer Liaison 
offi cer Toby; no-one is expected to work alone, and new 
“recruits” are paired with someone more experienced to 
show them the ropes.  

The average half-day (most of us do half a day a week) 
consists of meeting and greeting visitors, telling them a little 
bit about what they can expect to see, and often fi nding 
out where they come from.  Apart from locals who tell us 
“I’ve lived here 30 years and never came in before”, we 
have a surprising number of foreign visitors. A contingent 
from Alton settled in New Zealand in the 19th Century; 
their descendants like to look us up.  During Regency Week 
we see quite a few Americans following the Jane Austen 
connection. (Or connexion, as they might spell it.) We are 
a port-of-call for people doing research of other types – 
such as the lady who recently asked about Jewish child 
refugees for a project she is doing. In between we do 
routine jobs like tidying, cleaning, fi ling, gossiping, refi lling 
the cake stands in the Gallery, and sometimes preparing 
materials for an event such as an exhibition.

A group of volunteers tends the Gallery garden – which is 
a lovely place to stroll in.

Some of us have assumed (or been landed with) additional 
roles during the last few years.  We have a very active local 
historian who guides walks, constructs family trees, and is 
generally the person to go to for information on the local 
area.  Others organise talks or children’s activities, Dolls’ 
House day, Music Day, and so on.  Yours truly writes for 
several local parish magazines, keeping villagers in the 
picture about what is going on at the Museum and Gallery.

Young Jewish refugees in Alton
The Museum recently had a visitor called Rosie who is co-
founder of The Judah Edition, a professional consultancy 
company providing expert advice on editorial, multi-media 
and storytelling skills. Rosie is researching child survivors of 
the Holocaust who were brought to this country under the 
Kindertransport Scheme. She would like to know if anyone 
remembers something of the young people – survivors of 
Concentration Camps – who stayed in Overbury House.  
(Near the Golden Pot.)

Curtis Museum & 
Allen Gallery

If any readers have memories of this, or know someone 
who might, please contact Jane Hurst either at the Museum 
or janehurst1@gmail.com

Above all, it is a “people” experience.  Several of us began 
volunteering as an antidote to loneliness, perhaps following 
bereavement. A recently-conducted poll asking “What do 
you enjoy most about working here?”  The answer – “the 
people I’ve met.”

Jill Line

Events Programme
ALLEN GALLERY EXHIBITION
April

A Kaleidoscope of Colour 

An exhibition by

Leonard Murrell, Cicelie Fry and Hilary Dancer.

April 6th – 26th.

FREE

EASTER ACTIVITIES 
Allen Gallery
Easter Make-and-Take.  Two drop-in sessions on an Easter 
theme, £2 per child. 

11am – 1pm and 2pm – 4pm,Thursday April 18th. 

Children must be accompanied by an adult

Curtis Museum
An Easter Trail to follow round the Museum, throughout the 
holidays.

Opening Hours are Tues-Sat:
Gallery 10.30am - 4.30pm; Museum 10am – 5pm 
 (01420 82802)  www.hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk

Alton’s Cottage Hospital depicted on a plate in the collection
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A J Robinson
Painting and Decorating

Interior/exterior painting and decorating service

Contact Allan on - Tel: 01420 89519 Mob: 07860232233

Email: ajrdecorating@aol.co.uk

Est 1989

Solar Power
Installation
Specialist

All electrical
installations
carried out

07774 479570
www.hankinelectrical.co.uk
01420 80935

Part P Compliant

www.philipcowdreyplumbingheating.co.uk
Tel/Fax: 01420 89937
Mobile: 07702 192152
Email: pcowdreyphs@gmail.com

LPG
Registered

David C. Andrews
Building & Plumbing

Established 1967
Employing indentured and certifi ed
tradesmen able to carry out all 
aspects of their respective trades.
No job too small or too big.
Commercial, Industrial,
Domestic.

01420 84454
david.c.andrews67@gmail.com

Totalcare Pest Control
Your local pest control experts

Wasps
Rats
Mice
Moles
Flies
Ants
Fleas
Squirrels

Same day service and free on-site advice

For fast response call
Justin on 07909 527863

88 Queens Road, Alton GU34 1HX
www.tcpestcontrol.co.uk email: justin@tcpestcontrol.co.uk
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An Anglican Monastery in our Midst 
The Monastery of Our Lady and St John – usually known as 
Alton Abbey – has been at the top of the hill in Beech since 
1895, but many locals are unaware of its peaceful presence 
there, or that they would be very welcome to visit.  Those 
who know and love the Community, and the tranquil oasis 
they provide, support it as “Friends” and hold fund-raising 
events so that items can be bought that the monks could 
not afford.  Recent purchases have been a new sofa for the 
Guest Common room, and bedding for the Retreat House.  

The next event will be a Lent Concert on 22nd March by 
the University of Winchester Music Centre featuring their 
Folk Band, Folk Choir and String Gems who will be joining 
forces to offer a fascinating programme of folk and classical 
music.  They present a wonderful mix and variety of music 
from the folk and classical traditions and will be joined 
by soloists from the ensembles to complete an evening 
of beautiful music. There will be something for everyone! 
Tickets are £15.00.6.30pm for refreshments with wine,  
7.30pm Concert with a short interval half way.

In April there will be a special opportunity to visit over the 
weekend of 27th and 28th, between 12 and 5pm, for the 
annual Open Days, when the fi ve monks welcome visitors 
to their home. There will be a mosaic demonstration, items 
to buy, and two recitals – Organ on Saturday and Piano on 
Sunday, both at 3pm. Entrance is £3,  and teas are available 
also for £3 for a hot drink and piece of cake.

Tickets are available from: “Tickets”, Friends of Alton Abbey, 
Alton Abbey, Beech,  Alton, GU34 4AP. Cheques should be 
made payable  to   “Friends of Alton Abbey’  and please 
include a SAE & a telephone number and/or email address. 

For more information: friendsofaltonabbey@gmail.com or 
tel: 01420 562126.

Friends of Alton Abbey  is a Registered Charity - No 284876

Alton AbbeyAlton Abbey
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MIKE GARWOOD
AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERS

T: 01420 84458    F: 01420 88594 www.mikegarwoodltd.co.uk
Shelleys Barn, Shelleys Lane, East Worldham, Alton, Hampshire, GU34 3AQ

Generators 1-120KVA

ATVs & Mules

Deisel Engines
Collection or Mulching systems

Electic, battery & petrol:
Chainsaws, Blowers,
Strimmers, Shredders,
Hedgecutters

Luminosa goes from strength to strength.  We now have 3 choirs 
that have come from that small group that used to meet in 
Holybourne 10 years ago.  Luminosa Voices provides the base 
from which Luminosa Chamber Choir stems and now we have 
Luminosa Young Voices who are providing valuable experience 
and training for young people in our community.

When you read this no doubt Luminosa Voices will have 
already performed the Mozart Requiem in St. Lawrence Church 
on Saturday 30th March with the international concert organist 
Richard Pearce.  

This work has a very special place in musical repertoire and surely 
Mozart must be one of the best classical composers of all times.  
His stunning Requiem, composed in 1791 was unfi nished at the 
time of his death later that year. This work has had an extraordinary 
grip on the public’s imagination ever since that time.  Also on the 
programme was The Gloria by Francis Poulenc a highly dramatic 
and electric work.

This year Luminosa supports Cystic Fibrosis at Frimley Park in 
memory of the nephew of two of our choir members.  Monies 
raised will go directly to help the staff provide the very best care 
and facilities to enable the patients to live life to the full. 

DO LOOK OUT FOR OUR CHAMBER CHOIR CONCERT IN 
HOLYBOURNE CHURCH AT 6.30 PM ON 8th JUNE – A PROGRAMME 
OF ENGLISH CHORAL MUSIC AND EARLY OPERA.

Sue Hubbard, Publicity.  www.luminosamusic.com

Luminosa
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January 17th

Scottish Evening               
with Pat Houghton

February 21st

Life Under the Veil       
in Iran  -  part 2

Sandra Simmonds

March 21st

Paper craft
Angela Nash

April 18th

Cake Creations
Sally Farmer

May 16th

AGM followed by 

Art with Flowers

June 20th

1960s Theme Night 
Kate Sadler

July 18th 

Garden Party 

September 19th

Tasting and 
recipe swap

October 17th

Holybourne, a village 
full of surprises

Luath Grant Ferguson

November 21st

Magic &
Magicians

Bob Yelland

December 19th

Christmas Party 

Holybourne Honeys WI meet in 
Holybourne Village Hall 

at 7.30 on the 3rd Thursday of 
the month (except August)        

Visitors are very welcome   £4 / £5   

Phone 01420 85182 / 86505
holybournesec@hampshirewi.org.uk   

HOLYBOURNE HONEYS WI  
  2019 PROGRAMME

      

         

s

y

t 

r 21st

c &
ians

Party 

r 19th

d



22 Spring 2019 www.holybourne.comHolybourne
Neatham& Village Magazine

Tel: 01420 87654 whitehart@holybourne.com 139 London Road, Holybourne, Alton, Hampshire. GU34 4EY

Mon-Sat
8am - 11pm

Sun
8am - 10.30pm

FOOD

Mon-Fri
8am-3pm / 5 - 9pm

Sat  8am - 9pm

Sun 8am - 8pm
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The fi rst spade...
Finally, after 10 years of fundraising and the support of many 
local organisations we are now ready to begin work on the much 
needed extension to the theatre.  As the Pantomime recedes 
in the rear-view mirror, once again breaking records for online 
sales, we have a small window of opportunity to begin the 
ground-work.  The extension only extends the building by about 
six metres, but that provides the opportunity to construct new 
toilets suitable for our elderly and disabled visitors and create an 
internal workshop and dressing-room space for the youth theatre.  
This will also return the entrance to the building to its original 
Nissen hut position, enabling easier illuminated access from the 
car park and allowing the audience to enter 
at the back of the auditorium – particularly 
useful for late arrivals!  

With the theatre being already used by 
other organisations for music lessons, band 
practice and acting rehearsals, our intent is to 
equip the new workshop space to provide a 
sound-proofed, warm intimate environment 
to enable these to continue to grow without 
disruption to our neighbours.

Holybourne Theatre is always on the lookout 
for thought-provoking shows touring the UK, 
and on Sunday 17 March we welcome a 
folk opera by Neil Gore and John Kirkpatrick 
entitled, ‘Rouse, Ye Women’.  In 1910 the 
women chainmakers of Cradley Heath 
focussed the world’s attention on the plight 
of Britain’s low-paid women workers involved 
in the ‘home-working sweated industries’, 
hammering out chain-links in sheds in the 
backyards of their homes with their babies 
and children for 5 shillings for a 50-hour week. 
Led by the charismatic union organiser and 
campaigner, Mary Reid Macarthur, hundreds 
of women laid down their tools to strike for 
a living wage. The success of the ten-week 
strike more than doubled their earnings and 
helped to make the principle of a national 
minimum wage a reality.

Through rousing traditional songs and moving 
ballads, Townsend Theatre Productions 
reveals the horrors of sweated labour, Mary 
Macarthur’s stunning national campaign to 
expose the perpetrators of this appalling 
employment, the universal sympathy for the 
workers, the fl ood of donations, and the 
events that led to a fi nal victory.  

This is a powerful, moving story, and still 
incredibly relevant today.  Tickets can be 
purchased online from the theatre’s website 
or in Alton from Wildly Upbeat Printers for 
£10.  We are fortunate that Townsend Theatre 
Productions were willing to squeeze us into 
their business UK tour and bring this great 
show to Holybourne.

Bob Yelland

Holybourne Theatre
www.holybournetheatre.co.uk
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Parish Council thoughts
I have read with interest the pros and cons of the proposal 
put forward by the HVA Committee members.

Having weighed this up personally I feel it would be a 
mistake for the village to disaggregate from the Alton Parish.

It is interesting that the HVA member fi gure heading the 
argument against the proposal has personal experience of 
the diffi culties faced by Councillors.

Looking at the “arguments for” I thought item 5 interesting 
.... ‘The HVA does much of the work of a Parish Council...” 
(not all) “.... without true responsibility”.

A democratically elected council will have far more 
restraints than HVA has.

The 3 Statutory obligations of a Parish Council are to:

Provide allotments. I understand 12 Holybourne residents 
currently have a yearly tenancy for an Alton Town allotment 
so one of the fi rst items would be to purchase or lease land 
to accommodate allotments. There will also be ongoing 
costs relating to allotments such as water and general 
maintenance of the site.

Maintain a closed burial ground. This is a  truly considerable 
fact now the Churchyard is nearing its maximum capacity.

Consider the impact of crime on all decision making. 
Continued up to date training would have to be undertaken 
for this role.

I believe currently the HVA do not take responsibility for 
any of these issues.

Indeed as Jerry Janes says we cannot realistically ask the 
Boundary Commission to review the Holybourne boundary 
so that we can “Cherry pick” our new Borders. I understand 
it has been made categorically clear that the new Council 
would not want Anstey Park to be included in the Parish 
anymore. Presumably this is because they do not want half 
the expense of running the park. I also understand they 
are indecisive about “Barley Fields” being included. Is this 
because there is a playground to maintain and hence an 
outgoing expense?

Alton is currently made up of 7 wards of equal parts. If 
Holybourne chose its new boundaries the remaining 6 
would have to be rejigged to absorb Barley Fields and still 
keep the status quo for each ward. I am guessing the new 
Parish Council would pocket this expense?  Incidentally, 
consider if 1/

7
 of the Town Council’s income is lost, though 

they still have to a maintain Anstey Park and Barley Fields 
play area within the new budget, what impact do you think 
this would have on our Town? This maybe our village but 
Alton would still be our Town.

If the boundaries are rejigged we would have a cash-rich 
village. Our only outgoing expenses would be the new 
Parish Clerk, his / her secure offi ces, telephone, wifi , internet 
security, consumables. Employer’s Liability, accountants 
fee for PAYE purposes and to carry out an annual audit, 
Public liability insurance, a contractor to empty the dog 

poop bins, a ROSPA trained representative to check the 
playground daily (365 days a year for Health and Safety), an 
annual ROSPA inspection of the playground, maintenance 
of the equipment, cut the hedge and grass and maintain 
the new allotments and hire a venue and returns offi cer 
on election days. As David Tomlinson said in his write up 
in the last issue, our new Parish Clerk would need to have 
ongoing training for all these issues. Anyone employed for 
any of the above roles would have to be DBS checked and 
safe guarding policies would have to be put in place. None 
of this is currently considered within HVA meetings though 
they “do much of the work of a Parish Council without true 
responsibility”.

I suspect one of the big issues where HVA offi cers would 
like to feel their voice more heard are planning issues.  I 
would like to use Binsted Parish Council as an example 
here. Northbrook Park put an application forward for a 
1500 homes “garden village”. This falls within the Parish 
of Binsted. They have one district councillor, one vote 
directly interested and protecting their interests in the 
planning process. Had that been Holybourne we would 
have had 7 District Councillors. That would change if we 
go independent.

Finally if the trigger for this proposal is based on Barley Fields 
not being named the “Balloon Field” (personally I remember 
it a long time before it became a hot air balloon airport!) 
or Alton Town Council making the democratic decision 
- based on consideration for potential employment for 
the area etc - not to object to the proposed new service 
station adjacent to the Holybourne roundabout, is this 
really enough to put a Trump wall up between Holybourne 
and Alton?

David Andrews
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Holybourne Village
Association

Meet your Chairman

Recent planning issues have been high up the agenda at 
HVA meetings lately. The substantial area of LAA (Land 
Availability Assessment) sites around the village which 
have been submitted for potential inclusion in the new 
local plan, has been very concerning. I am sure none of 
us want to see Holybourne effectively urbanised. We are 
heartened to hear that EHDC currently believe that the bulk 
of these sites are “undevelopable”, and we fully support 
this position and will respond accordingly.

Another potential planning concern is the proposed 
expansion of the Treloars site. Whilst we are very supportive 
and proud of this excellent and important organisation 
in the midst of our community, we are worried about 
the proposed new staff accommodation block being 
built outside our settlement boundary. This would set 
a precedent and could result in a snowball effect with 
other developments quickly following. If an alternative 
plan could be found whereby the accommodation block 
could be built on the existing site or nearby within the 
settlement, then we would be more than happy to support 
the development.

We still continue are campaign to gather support to trigger 
a governance review to consider the formation of a civil 
parish for Holybourne. If you are in agreement with this, 
please sign our petition which is in the Holybourne village 
shop. We really want to hear your views, so whatever your 
position on this issue, please let us know.

Finally, a reminder that HVA meetings take place every 
second Tuesday of the month at 8pm in the village hall, 
and any village resident is always welcome. Why not pop 
along sometime and help us represent the interests of 
Holybourne?

David Houghton, Chairman, chairman@holybourne.com

The autumn AGM of the Holybourne Village Association 
saw the election of a new Chairman, who has undertaken 
the responsibility of steering the village committee in its 
business of championing the needs and desires of the 
community, which currently includes consideration of 
becoming a Parish Council.  What on earth might have 
induced a man who has spent most of his professional life 
working in agriculture in Scotland, to move south into this 
minefi eld of local politics?  Let’s fi nd out by learning a little 
about the man himself. 

Though born and educated in Suffolk in England, David 
Houghton moved to begin his career in farming to 
Invergordon in the Highlands of Scotland.  His affi liation 
to his adopted nation continues with his passionate 
support for the Scottish rugby team, which if nothing else, 
proves the character of the man.  Again, demonstrating his 
determination to follow his own path, David moved away 
from the livestock farming of his father into production of 
cereals, particularly for the distilling industry.  Livestock’s 
loss was cereals’ gain as subsequently David helped set 
up the fi rst quality assurance scheme for the production 
of cereals in Europe, and went on to represent the NFU 
Scotland in Edinburgh, Whitehall and Brussels. Clearly, he 
is a man used to a very different life, so what was it that 
brought him down south and specifi cally to Holybourne?

 It was the lure of their children, or more likely, grandchildren 
that fi nally drew David and his wife Pat to the village in 
2013.  Parents to a son and daughter and grandparents to 
four granddaughters all of whom live just inside the M25, 
David can now indulge his passion for dog walking in our 
beautiful rural surrounds while staying in close touch with 
his offspring.  A keen skier too and a lover of Opera, David 
brings a wealth of professional and cultural experience to 
his new role.  So why does he feel the village could benefi t 
from becoming a parish in its own right?

“I am defi nitely not a separatist, I abhor the ideas of Brexit 
and Scottish independence, so, surprisingly, when I heard 
that the HVA were considering becoming a parish council, 
I was persuaded by the potential benefi ts. Having more 
control of our own affairs with decisions made by people 

who actually live among us, and the ring-fencing of the 
local part of our council tax for use in the community are 
attractive. Alton Town Council works very hard on our 
behalf, but their priorities do not always mirror ours and 
do not always benefi t the village. I believe there is enough 
talent and experience in the village to promote its interests 
in a way that will meet the needs of all our residents.  We 
are on the ground. We walk among our fellow villagers 
every day. We share their concerns and needs.” 

Finally then, was the move from the remoteness of the 
Scottish Highlands to a small rural village in Hampshire a 
good relocation?

“We love it,” confi rms David. “We’ve not had close 
neighbours for years; our nearest neighbour was three 
miles away and to be able to walk to the pub on occasion, 
is the realisation of an ambition I have had for years.  To be 
active in the community is both rewarding and stimulating. 
It’s where our home is and where we feel at home.”
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We need YOU!
We are looking for one or two Holybourne residents to be 
columnists in this magazine. Our new editor has openly 
said to contributors that he is more interested in stories 
than reports. In other words, more journalism and people-
orientated material.

Many people, including those who are perhaps quite vocal 
in person, get frightened when asked to write something 
for a publication. It is true that if you are not used to writing, 
it can be hard to think about things to talk about. However, 
I invite you to look at it the other way about. It’s a chance to 
explore issues that are important to you and people locally, 
and to develop your skills.

Good English is one thing, but being able to write interesting 
and informative articles is very useful in all walks of life. It 
is also an opportunity to meet the movers and shakers that 
play a part in Holybourne, and put questions to them. Or 
if that’s not your thing, just as Dr. June Chatfi eld does, write 
about things that matter to you.

As this magazine shows, all sorts of interesting people 
live in Holybourne, in many cases, unbeknown to most 
people. You often fi nd that such people are not good at 
writing about what they do. That’s where it is good to have 
someone we can send who can put the interviewee at ease 
and ask questions that can form the basis of an interesting 
and informative article.

Apart from adults, it would be interesting to have a junior 
journalist on the team. Or, if more realistic, for the school or 
college to nominate youngsters to write in a given issue of 
this magazine. People of any age would be welcome, as 
this magazine is ‘by the people, for the people’. We need 
to be inclusive and wide-ranging to make sure that the 
views and interests of all residents are represented.

Stephen Lewis, magazine designer

Friends of Alton Station
Rather than the station footbridge, it’s the railway overbridge 
by the Butts in Alton that has been the talk of the town of 
late. The works to replace it have created a very round-
about diversion system that has caused road users a lot of 
bother. Although not in our orbit, one cannot ignore such 
major works on the railway.

The campaign to save the station footbridge seems to have 
reached a turning point. Network Rail (NR) are more positive 
about our proposal to remove the bridge in a way that will 
allow it to be restored. In the last issue I was writing about 
the information we had sent. This was accepted, but FAS 
was then asked to back it up with engineering calculations .

We chose a NR-approved engineering company and they 
came to look at the bridge, then issued a report showing 
how it could be removed. This includes looking at the likely 
weight, stresses, the type of crane needed for the lift and 
where the crane it should be located.

The removal of the bridge has been put off once again (last 
set for the end of March). It will have to be removed, come 
what may, both for the safety of passengers and to allow 
restoration to take place. The main thing for us is to get 
written agreement that the bridge can be replaced in the 
same location once restored.

We therefore await word from Network Rail, having sent the 
engineering report to them. We hope to meet with them to 
agree the next steps. It won’t be easy, and I am still not in 
a position to say for sure that the bridge is saved. It’s only 
once we’ve been through the details and agreed a removal 
plan with NR that we’ll really know where we stand.

Stephen Lewis, Chair of Friends of Alton Station 
www.Fr iendsOfAltonStat ion.org.uk  
www.facebook.com/f r iendsofa l tonstat ion 
w w w. j u s t g i v i n g . c o m / c r o w d f u n d i n g / a l t o n -
stat ion-footbr idge-campaign
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Sign of the Times?
Hidden away, throughout Holybourne, are people working 
from home in the entrepreneurial environment we live in 
today.  It can be a lonely, self-regulated, self-disciplined 
regime for some but for others, the opportunity to 
concentrate without the distraction of colleagues can be 
a distinct advantage. One such home worker is Eleanor 
Harper, a self-taught sign writer whose work can be seen in 
the village, in Alton and even on local business vans.

Having studied Art at Alton College before going on to do 
a signwriting course in London, Eleanor bemoans the lack 
of full time signwriting courses in this country, blaming the 
homogenous towns we live in, on a lack of creative fl air 
identifying individual businesses.  Bursting with original 
ideas and enthusiasm, her passion for her craft explodes 
through her work.

“I have always painted but was inspired to move towards 
signwriting following a visit to a small Spanish village 
called Capilera.  All the shop signs were individually 
painted showcasing the work of local craftsmen and 
woman and local artisans.  It was so dynamic, refreshing 
and inviting and when I look at our local town, historic and 
rich in tradition I despair at the predictable, one size fi ts 
all approach. I know that Planning rules and regulations 
restrict unwelcome signage but surely there is room for 
individuality and panache in Alton?”

The range of Eleanor’s work refl ects the commercial 
necessity of earning a living with the desire to pursue her 
passion for art. “One day I might be painting a sign on a 
van, the next a house sign and the day following, names 
on an oyster shell for a wedding table.  As my business 
has developed, I have discovered the rich history of 
signwriting, the optical illusions, tricks of the trade and the 
use of traditional tools.”

Homeworking can be a lonely pursuit but the quiet that the 
village affords is welcome to Eleanor, offering a peaceful 
environment in her pursuit of artistic inspiration. It’s early 
days yet for this most individual of vocations but who 
knows when you might need a room plate, house sign or 
business name producing?  We know a woman who can 
help you.

www.eleanorharpersignwriter.com 
www.facebook.com/eleanorsigns 
www.instagram.com/eleanorsigns

19www.holybourne.com Spring 2019 Holybourne
Neatham& Village Magazine



18 Spring 2019 www.holybourne.comHolybourne
Neatham& Village Magazine

Sign of the Times?
Hidden away, throughout Holybourne, are people working 
from home in the entrepreneurial environment we live in 
today.  It can be a lonely, self-regulated, self-disciplined 
regime for some but for others, the opportunity to 
concentrate without the distraction of colleagues can be 
a distinct advantage. One such home worker is Eleanor 
Harper, a self-taught sign writer whose work can be seen in 
the village, in Alton and even on local business vans.

Having studied Art at Alton College before going on to do 
a signwriting course in London, Eleanor bemoans the lack 
of full time signwriting courses in this country, blaming the 
homogenous towns we live in, on a lack of creative fl air 
identifying individual businesses.  Bursting with original 
ideas and enthusiasm, her passion for her craft explodes 
through her work.

“I have always painted but was inspired to move towards 
signwriting following a visit to a small Spanish village 
called Capilera.  All the shop signs were individually 
painted showcasing the work of local craftsmen and 
woman and local artisans.  It was so dynamic, refreshing 
and inviting and when I look at our local town, historic and 
rich in tradition I despair at the predictable, one size fi ts 
all approach. I know that Planning rules and regulations 
restrict unwelcome signage but surely there is room for 
individuality and panache in Alton?”

The range of Eleanor’s work refl ects the commercial 
necessity of earning a living with the desire to pursue her 
passion for art. “One day I might be painting a sign on a 
van, the next a house sign and the day following, names 
on an oyster shell for a wedding table.  As my business 
has developed, I have discovered the rich history of 
signwriting, the optical illusions, tricks of the trade and the 
use of traditional tools.”

Homeworking can be a lonely pursuit but the quiet that the 
village affords is welcome to Eleanor, offering a peaceful 
environment in her pursuit of artistic inspiration. It’s early 
days yet for this most individual of vocations but who 
knows when you might need a room plate, house sign or 
business name producing?  We know a woman who can 
help you.

www.eleanorharpersignwriter.com 
www.facebook.com/eleanorsigns 
www.instagram.com/eleanorsigns

19www.holybourne.com Spring 2019 Holybourne
Neatham& Village Magazine



20 Spring 2019 www.holybourne.comHolybourne
Neatham& Village Magazine

Holybourne Village
Association

Meet your Chairman

Recent planning issues have been high up the agenda at 
HVA meetings lately. The substantial area of LAA (Land 
Availability Assessment) sites around the village which 
have been submitted for potential inclusion in the new 
local plan, has been very concerning. I am sure none of 
us want to see Holybourne effectively urbanised. We are 
heartened to hear that EHDC currently believe that the bulk 
of these sites are “undevelopable”, and we fully support 
this position and will respond accordingly.

Another potential planning concern is the proposed 
expansion of the Treloars site. Whilst we are very supportive 
and proud of this excellent and important organisation 
in the midst of our community, we are worried about 
the proposed new staff accommodation block being 
built outside our settlement boundary. This would set 
a precedent and could result in a snowball effect with 
other developments quickly following. If an alternative 
plan could be found whereby the accommodation block 
could be built on the existing site or nearby within the 
settlement, then we would be more than happy to support 
the development.

We still continue are campaign to gather support to trigger 
a governance review to consider the formation of a civil 
parish for Holybourne. If you are in agreement with this, 
please sign our petition which is in the Holybourne village 
shop. We really want to hear your views, so whatever your 
position on this issue, please let us know.

Finally, a reminder that HVA meetings take place every 
second Tuesday of the month at 8pm in the village hall, 
and any village resident is always welcome. Why not pop 
along sometime and help us represent the interests of 
Holybourne?
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and to develop your skills.

Good English is one thing, but being able to write interesting 
and informative articles is very useful in all walks of life. It 
is also an opportunity to meet the movers and shakers that 
play a part in Holybourne, and put questions to them. Or 
if that’s not your thing, just as Dr. June Chatfi eld does, write 
about things that matter to you.

As this magazine shows, all sorts of interesting people 
live in Holybourne, in many cases, unbeknown to most 
people. You often fi nd that such people are not good at 
writing about what they do. That’s where it is good to have 
someone we can send who can put the interviewee at ease 
and ask questions that can form the basis of an interesting 
and informative article.

Apart from adults, it would be interesting to have a junior 
journalist on the team. Or, if more realistic, for the school or 
college to nominate youngsters to write in a given issue of 
this magazine. People of any age would be welcome, as 
this magazine is ‘by the people, for the people’. We need 
to be inclusive and wide-ranging to make sure that the 
views and interests of all residents are represented.

Stephen Lewis, magazine designer

Friends of Alton Station
Rather than the station footbridge, it’s the railway overbridge 
by the Butts in Alton that has been the talk of the town of 
late. The works to replace it have created a very round-
about diversion system that has caused road users a lot of 
bother. Although not in our orbit, one cannot ignore such 
major works on the railway.

The campaign to save the station footbridge seems to have 
reached a turning point. Network Rail (NR) are more positive 
about our proposal to remove the bridge in a way that will 
allow it to be restored. In the last issue I was writing about 
the information we had sent. This was accepted, but FAS 
was then asked to back it up with engineering calculations .

We chose a NR-approved engineering company and they 
came to look at the bridge, then issued a report showing 
how it could be removed. This includes looking at the likely 
weight, stresses, the type of crane needed for the lift and 
where the crane it should be located.

The removal of the bridge has been put off once again (last 
set for the end of March). It will have to be removed, come 
what may, both for the safety of passengers and to allow 
restoration to take place. The main thing for us is to get 
written agreement that the bridge can be replaced in the 
same location once restored.

We therefore await word from Network Rail, having sent the 
engineering report to them. We hope to meet with them to 
agree the next steps. It won’t be easy, and I am still not in 
a position to say for sure that the bridge is saved. It’s only 
once we’ve been through the details and agreed a removal 
plan with NR that we’ll really know where we stand.

Stephen Lewis, Chair of Friends of Alton Station 
www.Fr iendsOfAltonStat ion.org.uk  
www.facebook.com/f r iendsofa l tonstat ion 
w w w. j u s t g i v i n g . c o m / c r o w d f u n d i n g / a l t o n -
stat ion-footbr idge-campaign
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Parish Council thoughts
I have read with interest the pros and cons of the proposal 
put forward by the HVA Committee members.

Having weighed this up personally I feel it would be a 
mistake for the village to disaggregate from the Alton Parish.

It is interesting that the HVA member fi gure heading the 
argument against the proposal has personal experience of 
the diffi culties faced by Councillors.

Looking at the “arguments for” I thought item 5 interesting 
.... ‘The HVA does much of the work of a Parish Council...” 
(not all) “.... without true responsibility”.

A democratically elected council will have far more 
restraints than HVA has.

The 3 Statutory obligations of a Parish Council are to:

Provide allotments. I understand 12 Holybourne residents 
currently have a yearly tenancy for an Alton Town allotment 
so one of the fi rst items would be to purchase or lease land 
to accommodate allotments. There will also be ongoing 
costs relating to allotments such as water and general 
maintenance of the site.

Maintain a closed burial ground. This is a  truly considerable 
fact now the Churchyard is nearing its maximum capacity.

Consider the impact of crime on all decision making. 
Continued up to date training would have to be undertaken 
for this role.

I believe currently the HVA do not take responsibility for 
any of these issues.

Indeed as Jerry Janes says we cannot realistically ask the 
Boundary Commission to review the Holybourne boundary 
so that we can “Cherry pick” our new Borders. I understand 
it has been made categorically clear that the new Council 
would not want Anstey Park to be included in the Parish 
anymore. Presumably this is because they do not want half 
the expense of running the park. I also understand they 
are indecisive about “Barley Fields” being included. Is this 
because there is a playground to maintain and hence an 
outgoing expense?

Alton is currently made up of 7 wards of equal parts. If 
Holybourne chose its new boundaries the remaining 6 
would have to be rejigged to absorb Barley Fields and still 
keep the status quo for each ward. I am guessing the new 
Parish Council would pocket this expense?  Incidentally, 
consider if 1/

7
 of the Town Council’s income is lost, though 

they still have to a maintain Anstey Park and Barley Fields 
play area within the new budget, what impact do you think 
this would have on our Town? This maybe our village but 
Alton would still be our Town.

If the boundaries are rejigged we would have a cash-rich 
village. Our only outgoing expenses would be the new 
Parish Clerk, his / her secure offi ces, telephone, wifi , internet 
security, consumables. Employer’s Liability, accountants 
fee for PAYE purposes and to carry out an annual audit, 
Public liability insurance, a contractor to empty the dog 

poop bins, a ROSPA trained representative to check the 
playground daily (365 days a year for Health and Safety), an 
annual ROSPA inspection of the playground, maintenance 
of the equipment, cut the hedge and grass and maintain 
the new allotments and hire a venue and returns offi cer 
on election days. As David Tomlinson said in his write up 
in the last issue, our new Parish Clerk would need to have 
ongoing training for all these issues. Anyone employed for 
any of the above roles would have to be DBS checked and 
safe guarding policies would have to be put in place. None 
of this is currently considered within HVA meetings though 
they “do much of the work of a Parish Council without true 
responsibility”.

I suspect one of the big issues where HVA offi cers would 
like to feel their voice more heard are planning issues.  I 
would like to use Binsted Parish Council as an example 
here. Northbrook Park put an application forward for a 
1500 homes “garden village”. This falls within the Parish 
of Binsted. They have one district councillor, one vote 
directly interested and protecting their interests in the 
planning process. Had that been Holybourne we would 
have had 7 District Councillors. That would change if we 
go independent.

Finally if the trigger for this proposal is based on Barley Fields 
not being named the “Balloon Field” (personally I remember 
it a long time before it became a hot air balloon airport!) 
or Alton Town Council making the democratic decision 
- based on consideration for potential employment for 
the area etc - not to object to the proposed new service 
station adjacent to the Holybourne roundabout, is this 
really enough to put a Trump wall up between Holybourne 
and Alton?

David Andrews
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Tel: 01420 87654 whitehart@holybourne.com 139 London Road, Holybourne, Alton, Hampshire. GU34 4EY

Mon-Sat
8am - 11pm

Sun
8am - 10.30pm

FOOD

Mon-Fri
8am-3pm / 5 - 9pm

Sat  8am - 9pm

Sun 8am - 8pm
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The fi rst spade...
Finally, after 10 years of fundraising and the support of many 
local organisations we are now ready to begin work on the much 
needed extension to the theatre.  As the Pantomime recedes 
in the rear-view mirror, once again breaking records for online 
sales, we have a small window of opportunity to begin the 
ground-work.  The extension only extends the building by about 
six metres, but that provides the opportunity to construct new 
toilets suitable for our elderly and disabled visitors and create an 
internal workshop and dressing-room space for the youth theatre.  
This will also return the entrance to the building to its original 
Nissen hut position, enabling easier illuminated access from the 
car park and allowing the audience to enter 
at the back of the auditorium – particularly 
useful for late arrivals!  

With the theatre being already used by 
other organisations for music lessons, band 
practice and acting rehearsals, our intent is to 
equip the new workshop space to provide a 
sound-proofed, warm intimate environment 
to enable these to continue to grow without 
disruption to our neighbours.

Holybourne Theatre is always on the lookout 
for thought-provoking shows touring the UK, 
and on Sunday 17 March we welcome a 
folk opera by Neil Gore and John Kirkpatrick 
entitled, ‘Rouse, Ye Women’.  In 1910 the 
women chainmakers of Cradley Heath 
focussed the world’s attention on the plight 
of Britain’s low-paid women workers involved 
in the ‘home-working sweated industries’, 
hammering out chain-links in sheds in the 
backyards of their homes with their babies 
and children for 5 shillings for a 50-hour week. 
Led by the charismatic union organiser and 
campaigner, Mary Reid Macarthur, hundreds 
of women laid down their tools to strike for 
a living wage. The success of the ten-week 
strike more than doubled their earnings and 
helped to make the principle of a national 
minimum wage a reality.

Through rousing traditional songs and moving 
ballads, Townsend Theatre Productions 
reveals the horrors of sweated labour, Mary 
Macarthur’s stunning national campaign to 
expose the perpetrators of this appalling 
employment, the universal sympathy for the 
workers, the fl ood of donations, and the 
events that led to a fi nal victory.  

This is a powerful, moving story, and still 
incredibly relevant today.  Tickets can be 
purchased online from the theatre’s website 
or in Alton from Wildly Upbeat Printers for 
£10.  We are fortunate that Townsend Theatre 
Productions were willing to squeeze us into 
their business UK tour and bring this great 
show to Holybourne.

Bob Yelland

Holybourne Theatre
www.holybournetheatre.co.uk
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MIKE GARWOOD
AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERS

T: 01420 84458    F: 01420 88594 www.mikegarwoodltd.co.uk
Shelleys Barn, Shelleys Lane, East Worldham, Alton, Hampshire, GU34 3AQ

Generators 1-120KVA

ATVs & Mules

Deisel Engines
Collection or Mulching systems

Electic, battery & petrol:
Chainsaws, Blowers,
Strimmers, Shredders,
Hedgecutters

Luminosa goes from strength to strength.  We now have 3 choirs 
that have come from that small group that used to meet in 
Holybourne 10 years ago.  Luminosa Voices provides the base 
from which Luminosa Chamber Choir stems and now we have 
Luminosa Young Voices who are providing valuable experience 
and training for young people in our community.

When you read this no doubt Luminosa Voices will have 
already performed the Mozart Requiem in St. Lawrence Church 
on Saturday 30th March with the international concert organist 
Richard Pearce.  

This work has a very special place in musical repertoire and surely 
Mozart must be one of the best classical composers of all times.  
His stunning Requiem, composed in 1791 was unfi nished at the 
time of his death later that year. This work has had an extraordinary 
grip on the public’s imagination ever since that time.  Also on the 
programme was The Gloria by Francis Poulenc a highly dramatic 
and electric work.

This year Luminosa supports Cystic Fibrosis at Frimley Park in 
memory of the nephew of two of our choir members.  Monies 
raised will go directly to help the staff provide the very best care 
and facilities to enable the patients to live life to the full. 

DO LOOK OUT FOR OUR CHAMBER CHOIR CONCERT IN 
HOLYBOURNE CHURCH AT 6.30 PM ON 8th JUNE – A PROGRAMME 
OF ENGLISH CHORAL MUSIC AND EARLY OPERA.

Sue Hubbard, Publicity.  www.luminosamusic.com

Luminosa

23www.holybourne.com Spring 2019 Holybourne
Neatham& Village Magazine

January 17th

Scottish Evening               
with Pat Houghton

February 21st

Life Under the Veil       
in Iran  -  part 2

Sandra Simmonds

March 21st

Paper craft
Angela Nash

April 18th

Cake Creations
Sally Farmer

May 16th

AGM followed by 

Art with Flowers

June 20th

1960s Theme Night 
Kate Sadler

July 18th 

Garden Party 

September 19th

Tasting and 
recipe swap

October 17th

Holybourne, a village 
full of surprises

Luath Grant Ferguson

November 21st

Magic &
Magicians

Bob Yelland

December 19th

Christmas Party 

Holybourne Honeys WI meet in 
Holybourne Village Hall 

at 7.30 on the 3rd Thursday of 
the month (except August)        

Visitors are very welcome   £4 / £5   

Phone 01420 85182 / 86505
holybournesec@hampshirewi.org.uk   

HOLYBOURNE HONEYS WI  
  2019 PROGRAMME
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A J Robinson
Painting and Decorating

Interior/exterior painting and decorating service

Contact Allan on - Tel: 01420 89519 Mob: 07860232233

Email: ajrdecorating@aol.co.uk

Est 1989

Solar Power
Installation
Specialist

All electrical
installations
carried out

07774 479570
www.hankinelectrical.co.uk
01420 80935

Part P Compliant

www.philipcowdreyplumbingheating.co.uk
Tel/Fax: 01420 89937
Mobile: 07702 192152
Email: pcowdreyphs@gmail.com

LPG
Registered

David C. Andrews
Building & Plumbing

Established 1967
Employing indentured and certifi ed
tradesmen able to carry out all 
aspects of their respective trades.
No job too small or too big.
Commercial, Industrial,
Domestic.

01420 84454
david.c.andrews67@gmail.com

Totalcare Pest Control
Your local pest control experts

Wasps
Rats
Mice
Moles
Flies
Ants
Fleas
Squirrels

Same day service and free on-site advice

For fast response call
Justin on 07909 527863

88 Queens Road, Alton GU34 1HX
www.tcpestcontrol.co.uk email: justin@tcpestcontrol.co.uk
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An Anglican Monastery in our Midst 
The Monastery of Our Lady and St John – usually known as 
Alton Abbey – has been at the top of the hill in Beech since 
1895, but many locals are unaware of its peaceful presence 
there, or that they would be very welcome to visit.  Those 
who know and love the Community, and the tranquil oasis 
they provide, support it as “Friends” and hold fund-raising 
events so that items can be bought that the monks could 
not afford.  Recent purchases have been a new sofa for the 
Guest Common room, and bedding for the Retreat House.  

The next event will be a Lent Concert on 22nd March by 
the University of Winchester Music Centre featuring their 
Folk Band, Folk Choir and String Gems who will be joining 
forces to offer a fascinating programme of folk and classical 
music.  They present a wonderful mix and variety of music 
from the folk and classical traditions and will be joined 
by soloists from the ensembles to complete an evening 
of beautiful music. There will be something for everyone! 
Tickets are £15.00.6.30pm for refreshments with wine,  
7.30pm Concert with a short interval half way.

In April there will be a special opportunity to visit over the 
weekend of 27th and 28th, between 12 and 5pm, for the 
annual Open Days, when the fi ve monks welcome visitors 
to their home. There will be a mosaic demonstration, items 
to buy, and two recitals – Organ on Saturday and Piano on 
Sunday, both at 3pm. Entrance is £3,  and teas are available 
also for £3 for a hot drink and piece of cake.

Tickets are available from: “Tickets”, Friends of Alton Abbey, 
Alton Abbey, Beech,  Alton, GU34 4AP. Cheques should be 
made payable  to   “Friends of Alton Abbey’  and please 
include a SAE & a telephone number and/or email address. 

For more information: friendsofaltonabbey@gmail.com or 
tel: 01420 562126.

Friends of Alton Abbey  is a Registered Charity - No 284876

Alton AbbeyAlton Abbey
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If You Need:
Transport for Doctor & Hospital Appointments

Collection of Prescriptions - Shopping
or just a Friendly Ear

New drivers are always required
Please call us if you can help,
even if in a very small way.

Mileage paid if required

N d i l i d

Contact us on:
01420 89418

Holybourne
Care Group

WE ARE HERE TO HELP

Providing quality tuition in your local area.
English, History, French and German

- All ages and levels -

Alton Language Workshop

www.altonlanguageworkshop.org
info@altonlanguageworkshop.org

The Thorne Family
at

KEMP & STEVENS
Funeral Directors

Robin Thorne Dip FD LMBIFD Gill Thorne Dip FD LMBIFD
Michael Thorne Dip FD LMBIFD Geoff Thorne MBIE Dip FD LMBIFD

Independent family-run Funeral Directors andd Monumentall Masons

93 High Street, Alton, Hampshire GU34 1LGG 014200 83177

info@kempandstevens.co.ukk   www.kemapandstevens.co.uk

Ca l l  Peter  Ch ivers  on : 01256 389124
O r  M o b i l e :  0 7 8 0 3  0 9 6 6 4 2
B P C A  M E M B E R  -  F U L L Y  I N S U R E D
9  S T E N B U R Y  D R I V E ,  P R E S T O N  C A N D O V E R ,  B A S I N G S T O K E
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PETER CHIVERS PCS
WASP NEST TREATMENTS
DON’T GET STUNG
CALL FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE NOW

FOR ALL YOUR PEST CONTROL NEEDS:
Wasps, Bees, Rats, Mice, Moles, Cluster Flies, Squirrels,
Cockroaches, Rabbits, Pigeons, Bird-Proofing,
Emergancy Wasp Nest Treatments, Mole Trapping Specialist
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A Day in the Life of a Volunteer 
A lady I met at U3A asked me if volunteering at the Curtis 
Museum meant you had to know a lot about the Town’s 
history.  I explained that, on the contrary, I knew very 
little about it when, some years ago, the call went out 
for concerned locals to keep the Museum and the Allen 
Gallery open in the face of HCC cuts.  Many of us had no 
background in history, archaeology or art, but we have 
subsequently learned a lot. We perform various jobs under 
the aegis of our Manager, Sophie, and her Customer Liaison 
offi cer Toby; no-one is expected to work alone, and new 
“recruits” are paired with someone more experienced to 
show them the ropes.  

The average half-day (most of us do half a day a week) 
consists of meeting and greeting visitors, telling them a little 
bit about what they can expect to see, and often fi nding 
out where they come from.  Apart from locals who tell us 
“I’ve lived here 30 years and never came in before”, we 
have a surprising number of foreign visitors. A contingent 
from Alton settled in New Zealand in the 19th Century; 
their descendants like to look us up.  During Regency Week 
we see quite a few Americans following the Jane Austen 
connection. (Or connexion, as they might spell it.) We are 
a port-of-call for people doing research of other types – 
such as the lady who recently asked about Jewish child 
refugees for a project she is doing. In between we do 
routine jobs like tidying, cleaning, fi ling, gossiping, refi lling 
the cake stands in the Gallery, and sometimes preparing 
materials for an event such as an exhibition.

A group of volunteers tends the Gallery garden – which is 
a lovely place to stroll in.

Some of us have assumed (or been landed with) additional 
roles during the last few years.  We have a very active local 
historian who guides walks, constructs family trees, and is 
generally the person to go to for information on the local 
area.  Others organise talks or children’s activities, Dolls’ 
House day, Music Day, and so on.  Yours truly writes for 
several local parish magazines, keeping villagers in the 
picture about what is going on at the Museum and Gallery.

Young Jewish refugees in Alton
The Museum recently had a visitor called Rosie who is co-
founder of The Judah Edition, a professional consultancy 
company providing expert advice on editorial, multi-media 
and storytelling skills. Rosie is researching child survivors of 
the Holocaust who were brought to this country under the 
Kindertransport Scheme. She would like to know if anyone 
remembers something of the young people – survivors of 
Concentration Camps – who stayed in Overbury House.  
(Near the Golden Pot.)

Curtis Museum & 
Allen Gallery

If any readers have memories of this, or know someone 
who might, please contact Jane Hurst either at the Museum 
or janehurst1@gmail.com

Above all, it is a “people” experience.  Several of us began 
volunteering as an antidote to loneliness, perhaps following 
bereavement. A recently-conducted poll asking “What do 
you enjoy most about working here?”  The answer – “the 
people I’ve met.”

Jill Line

Events Programme
ALLEN GALLERY EXHIBITION
April

A Kaleidoscope of Colour 

An exhibition by

Leonard Murrell, Cicelie Fry and Hilary Dancer.

April 6th – 26th.

FREE

EASTER ACTIVITIES 
Allen Gallery
Easter Make-and-Take.  Two drop-in sessions on an Easter 
theme, £2 per child. 

11am – 1pm and 2pm – 4pm,Thursday April 18th. 

Children must be accompanied by an adult

Curtis Museum
An Easter Trail to follow round the Museum, throughout the 
holidays.

Opening Hours are Tues-Sat:
Gallery 10.30am - 4.30pm; Museum 10am – 5pm 
 (01420 82802)  www.hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk

Alton’s Cottage Hospital depicted on a plate in the collection
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A Day in the Life.....
At spring time we enjoy looking back at the winter and with 
some sun on our backs we realise how privileged we are 
to work in the countryside and amongst animals with all 
the new life appearing. Many people say to us how idyllic 
our lifestyle is and are always are keen to come and cuddle 
the lambs or feed the animals. However, not too many are 
prepared to really muck in and get the hard work done. No 
more so than our work experience students. Our record 
for the shortest lasting time is 20 minutes when after doing 
some light mucking out they were fainting and being sick...!!

During lambing time we are on watch 24-7 so the following 
is not unusual for a day in February or March. We usually 
check the ewes and bottle feed the lambs at 2.30am. The 
bottle feeding usually takes around twenty minutes from 
alarm to getting back into bed. However if a ewe has 
lambed or is lambing then we have to see the job through 
to the fi nish. We have been known to wait to make sure the 
ewe is making no progress then assist with the lambing, 
donning lambing gloves and gel to fi nd out what is sticking. 
If a head or leg is back then gentle manipulation to get the 
correct presentation of diving out front feet and nose fi rst 
is required. Once all the lambs have been delivered (ours 
have up to three at a time) we put them in a separate pen 
to mother up and check the lambs are feeding correctly.

If there is time, we go back to bed before getting up again 
at around 5am to start feeding the livestock and checking 

that all is well with the newborns. This typically takes about 
one and a half hours including bottle feeding the lambs 
again. We then leave for our visit to a school around 7am, 
depending on how far away the school is. Arriving at the 
client at about 8.15am, we locate the site manager who 
helps us onto the site and we set up for the day. We then 
have about fi ve classes over the course of the day, one hour 
per class giving talks about how we care for the animals 
and what we get from each animal. We start loading the 
animals around 3pm, leave around 3.30pm and arrive 
home at about 4.45pm. We then feed all the animals which 
takes about an hour. There’s just time for a quick bite to eat 
before we are out again to feed the lambs and shut the 
birds up to prevent predation by the foxes.

It is then time to answer any e-mails and complete any 
booking forms from clients who want a visit from us before 
a quick check around and feeding of the lambs at about 
10.30pm. Hopefully all is quiet, otherwise another hour or 
so may be spent delivering lambs and settling them in to 
the pen and making sure all the lambs are suckling well. 
We grab some well earned sleep before it’s time to get up 
and start feeding the lambs again and checking the ewes at 
2.30am. We usually sleep like a log! There is something very 
special about this time of year and the new life it brings - 
we love it!

Tom and Sarah Main  www.mcfe.org.uk

Mill Cottage NewsMill Cottage News
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We have expanded to fulfil our customers needs

• Servicing
• Air conditioning servicing and re-gas
• Main dealer standard fault diagnostic equipment
• Brakes
• Cam-belts
• Tyres & wipers
• Exhausts
• Batteries

• Clutches
• All makes & models  undertaken
• Free courtesy car
• VW Kombi van specialist

01420 474541
www.brandautos.co.uk | enquiries@brandautos.co.uk

8 Kingsley Business Park, Kingsley, Hampshire, GU35 9LY

www.MillFarmOrganic.com

Tel/Fax: 01420 22331
Open: Wed– Sat 9am-5pm
Isington Nr. Alton GU34 4PN

Farm Shop
& Cafe

Organic Beef , Lamb & Pork
Meat Boxes from £59
Fresh ‘Artisan’ Bread, Fruit+Veg

Local Hampshire
produce

Contact Town & Country today.

Town & Country is a trading style of T & C Cars Limited and is a credit broker not a lender.

Model shown: Vitara 1.4 Boosterjet SZ5 manual including dual tone paint (£800) available at £23,299 on the road. Fuel economy and CO2**
results for the Vitara 2019 range Mpg (l/100km): Combined from 44.8 (6.3) to 52.3 (5.3). **CO2 emissions: 143g/km to 121g/km. The fuel
consumption you achieve in real life conditions and CO2 produced will depend upon a number of factors including the accessories fitted
(post-registration), variations in weather, driving styles and vehicle load. **There is a new test used for fuel consumption and CO2 figures.
The CO2 figures shown however, is based on the outgoing test cycle and will be used to calculate vehicle tax on first registration. Only
compare fuel consumption and CO2 figures with other cars tested to the same technical standard.

*0% APR and No Deposit available on all Vitara models. Hire Purchase product available on 0% APR over 24-36 months. Personal Contract
Purchase product available on 0% APR over 25-37 months. Offer is available from participating Authorised Suzuki Dealers only. Offer cannot be
used in conjunction with any other offer unless otherwise stated. Credit is available to UK residents aged 18 years or over, subject to status, from
Suzuki Finance, a trading style of Suzuki Financial Services Ltd, St. William House, Tresillian Terrace, Cardiff, CF10 5BH. This offer is subject to
availability and Suzuki Financial Services Ltd reserves the right to withdraw or amend this offer without notice or prior warning. Suzuki Financial
Services Ltd, part of Lloyds Banking Group. Offer correct at the time of being published. Excludes Channel Islands and Isle of Man.

Request a test drive today

Town & Country Cars
165 London Road, Holybourne, Alton, GU34 4HA, 01420 82288

cars.suzuki.co.uk/dealers/town-country-cars-alton
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Open for business
Have you seen how the fl oor tiles 
shine now?

Can anyone tell me if they 
medieval or Victorian?

Have you sat in one of the 
comfortable new benches? 

Following last year’s improvements the church is open 
all day on Tuesdays and Thursdays for anyone to walk in 
and enjoy the peaceful space. In addition the church is 
becoming a hive of activity and we’d love to see it even 
busier.

On Tuesday mornings Corinne runs a café and would love 
to see you drop in for a drink sometime. On Thursday 
mornings the toddlers take over, bringing their parents 
together for a chat, singing songs and activities.

In recent weeks we have been gathering for Monday 
evening sessions reading and praying our way through the 
gospel of Luke. In Lent there will be Lent lunches, raising 
money for the new lighting and audio-visual equipment.

And of course Sundays see 9.30am services with 
communion, most weeks. On the 4th Sunday of the 
month at 4pm we have Church@4 services that are varied, 
interactive and suitable for all.

We are applying to the Heritage Lottery fund to enable us 
to host the Village Archive. This should enable everyone in 
the village to easily access this treasure of resources about 
the history of the village and learn about its past and the 
people who lived here before us. This should also help us 
fund the much needed improvements to the lighting and 
get some audio-visual equipment to help with worship 
and all the other activities that go on.

The church space is now available for hire. The rates are 
the same as the village hall, including the reduced rates 
for Holybourne residents - between £12 and £19 per hour, 
with an additional charge for the kitchen or the organ. The 
idea is for the church building to be a resource for the 
village, alongside the village hall. It is a large, warm space 
with totally fl exible seating that can easily be arranged in 
different ways or stacked and pushed to the walls. It is 
ideal for concerts, meetings, parties and other gatherings. 
There is a neat, modern kitchen, folding tables and two 
toilets. Hiring can be arranged easily through the Parish 
Offi ce, by ringing Carole and Philippa on 01420 83234 or 
emailing potr.alton@btinternet.com  

Helen Walters
Follow us on @holybournechrch

Church News

YOUR FRIENDLY,
COMMUNITY OPTICIANS

Come in now or call for an appointment

Ganders Barn | Ganders Business Park
Kingsley | GU35 9LU

Sight Testing

OCT Scans

Contact Lens Fitting & Supply

Minor Eye Conditions

See you at our 

Home made soups
Different selection every week

Wednesdays 
from 12.30pm

13th March, 20th March, 27th March,
3rd April, 10th April, 17th April

Donations to The Lighting Project Holybourne 
Church

y
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and Neatham appears to have been a staging post on this 
road at a junction of roads and river crossing early in the 
Roman occupation with a “mansio” for administration and 
accommodation of travellers.

The recent Roman interest in the village began as a result 
of two Romano-British skeletons found in 1969 during the 
construction of the bypass that led to the identifi cation 
of Vindomi, a small town on the Roman road itinerary.   
Roman fi nds had long turned up in the fi elds. This led to 
excavations in 1974 and 1976 by two local archaeologists 
David Graham and Martin Millett and a subsequent salvage 
operation in 1979 on a housing development site, now 
Vindomis Close. 

Land of the Atrebates bases much of its account of 
Neatham on facts from the report by Martin Millett and David 
Graham. What it also does is to increase our understanding 
of local Romans and puts Neatham in the context of the 
wider area of administration by bringing together new 
information on Roman sites since 1931, presented under 
themed chapters. These include hard evidence from 
excavation of buildings and fi nds with more modern 
environmental archaeology investigating lives of the people 
in the settlement.  Whilst we are now administered from 
Petersfi eld by East Hampshire District Council, in Roman 
times Neatham was a small town under the administration 
of Silchester, Hampshire, just south of Reading, Berkshire. 
When the Romans occupied Britain they based their 
administration on the existing Iron Age settlements involving 

Springs are now running, tributaries fl owing and there is a 
good volume of water in the river. On 24th February some 
Scented Violets were in bloom on a bank in London Road, 
the fi rst yellow Coltsfoot out by the Wey off Newman Lane 
and silvery Pussy Willow (malefl owers) by Haw Bridge. 
Although the weather goes from one extreme to the other 
Spring is on the way along the river. Reed Mace from last 
year in the ditch by Haw Bridge is dead but the ripe seeds 
on the pappus of hairs are being dispersed to seed new 
plants.

A Roman river crossing
The northern Wey in the village links up with the story of 
the Roman settlement Vindomi and two Roman roads in 
Neatham. I have recently received Land of the Atrebates: 
in and around Roman Berkshire by Trevor Coombs, 
Janet Ridout Sharpe, Hugh Davies, Anne Harrison and Anni 
Byard published in 2018.

Neatham features in the study area, the civitas of the Roman 
town Calleva Atrebatum (modern Silchester, Hampshire) 
that was Romanised from an Iron Age oppida. It was an 
early Roman site around AD43 accessed by the new 
Roman road from Chichester, Sussex which was speedily 
constructed to bring in personnel and supplies from the 
Sussex port inland to Silchester. A minor road, it was still 
represented on the Roman Antonine itinerary of roads 

Our River
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Walkiesplease Ltd can help! We have a number of
year’s experience working and caring for dogs and
cats. We have a caring, local team who are all fully
insured, police checked and can be trusted to offer
an affordable option to meet your pet’s needs.

Working Long Hours?
Less Mobile?
Young Children?
Going away?
(Day Trip, Holiday, Hospital)

Doggy Day Care
Day care in the comfort
of a carer’s home,
including a walk

Dog Walking
Service
4 dogs max, a photo of
each walk

Dog boarding
Home Comforts of a
warm family home and
regular walks.

We also do pet visits for puppies, elderly dogs, cats or other small animals.
We can help you keep your Pets Happy and Healthy!!

  walkiesplease * 07546 500828 /01420 82611 *  hbswed@aol.com

Walkies Please
‘A house is not a home without a dog’. -  I have seen this 
motto hung on one of my customer’s walls. She has two 
lovely Cockatoos, and I thoroughly agree with the statement 
being a dog lover myself.  All dogs need exercise whatever 
their size and some more than others. The exercise is also 
good for their owners as well .  However there are times 
when you can’t walk your best friend. Either you may be 
at work all day and your dog needs a lunch time break to 
walk, run, and have fun as well as to do the necessary. Or 
maybe due to health reasons.  I recently boarded two dogs 
as their owner was having much needed surgery and then 
recuperating.  Or you may have young puppy that needs 
to be visited or have doggy day care. There can be many 
reasons why you need someone to walk your dog.

I started Walkies Please in 2017 with my daughter as we 
were both made redundant from our rather sedentary 
professional positions. This life change made us take stock 
of our lives and we chose to do something totally different, 
that involved exercise and our love of dogs.  After doing 
some market research, we found there was other dog 
walking businesses out there but also there are many dogs. 
Our service is unique in that we decided not to walk more 
than four dogs at a time. We felt this was a safe number for 
dogs and walker and has proved to be popular. The dogs’ 
walk starts from when we get to the place we will walk, not 
from when they are picked up. We also keep their owners 
up to date with feedback and a photo of the walk so they 
can see the dog is enjoying himself. We made sure we were 
registered with Hampshire Animal Welfare department and 
I hold a Five Star Certifi cate. We are insured and, DSB, Police 
checked. We have a face book page – Walkies Please and a 
website where one can see the happy dogs we walk. 

We walk locally to Holybourne and Alton. I especially 
enjoy walking on the bridle path in Holybourne then on 
to St Swithun’s Way. If you walk all the way following the 
footpath you will come to Froyle and most probably meet 
other dog walkers on the way. This is a lovely walk and 
quite safe as you only cross one farm road. You pass trees, 
fi elds, bushes and trees and go over a small bridge where 
a small stream passes under.  

We also walk in Anstey Park. There are playing fi elds you 
can walk around but if you want a longer walk follow the 
footpath to the farm fi elds beyond. Do keep to the footpath 
on these walks though as there will be crops growing.  I 
also walk in Bushy Leaze at Beech. This has a hard core 
path for most of the way which makes it easier if you are 
in a wheelchair or pushing a baby’s buggy.  There are also 
footpaths coming off from this and you can walk for miles 
in woods. The only possible drawback I found here was if 
you arrive by car and park at the gate you need to put your 
dog back on the lead well before you reach the end of the 
paths as the road has  cars passing very   quickly  and there 
is no real barrier for dogs.  

Windmill Hill in Alton is very popular. It is a safe enclosed 
area. You have beautiful views of the countryside around 
from the top. I walk the perimeter and then again around 
the top wooded area. This gives the dogs some fi eld to 
run in and also interesting smells in the woods.  One walk 
the dogs really enjoy is Treloars Meadow and Ackender 
Woods. Unfortunately it is planned to build on the 
Meadow at some stage but not the woods, so I make the 
most of it whilst I can. Again there is a lovely meadow with 
carpets of wild fl owers in the spring and summer and in 
the woods similarly with Bluebells. It is truly spectacular. I 
have also seen many interesting types of fungi growing on 
tree stumps.  The dogs love chasing each other and again 
fi nding interesting smells - the woods are full of interest for 
them. There are deer and other wild life there and you can 
walk for miles safely following the main footpath to Bentley. 
You do pass farm fi elds where there are often sheep grazing 
but the fi elds are well secured but do be attentive when 
walking your dog past.  I also go a little further afi eld now 
and again such as Chawton Woods. This is a safe, enclosed 
walk for dogs and children, and Humbly Grove, Lasham. 
Again the walk is along sunny paths or through dark woods 
with deer and other animals to see and twice recently I 
have heard a woodpecker.  This week I saw a toad that was 
very busy fi lling a large puddle with spawn. This walk also 
has a hard surface for people who need it. A bonus too 
is that it is opposite Avenue Nurseries  Garden Centre so 
you can have a nice cup of tea after your walk. We live in a 
fantastic part of Hampshire and there are hidden gems of 
walks everywhere.

What does concern me when walking is the amount of litter 
that I see discarded without thought for others and the 
safety of our dogs and wildlife. In Anstey Park in particular 
this is a problem and I do pick up litter whilst walking. I was 
told in Chawton Woods someone had being hanging their 
poo bags from trees and deer had ingested it and been 
very ill.  Another issue that seem to be getting worse is that 
some people are not picking up after their dogs. Again I 
do pick up some of these when I see them.  We all need to 
be responsible, which most of us are and also encourage 
people who are not, to be so. Our walks will then be all the 
more pleasant and safer for everyone.

Hilary  Brown
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Brendoncare Alton – 
nursing and dementia care 
a warm and safe environment

Purpose-built property with a home-from-home feel and accessible gardens 

Kindness, care, choice 
and community

                  
                  

Rated  

GOOD  
by the  

Care Quality  

Commission

Brendoncare Alton
Adams Way, Alton, GU34 2UU
www.brendoncare.org.uk Registered charity

no. 326508

Visitors are always welcome to look 
around the home and meet our team
For more information,  

01420 549797
or email 

 

alton@brendoncare.org.uk
please call us on 
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its rulers, Cogidubnus in AD43 becoming ‘Great King’ of the 
Atrebates tribe and the Roman name for Silchester is Calleva 
Atrebatum. They administered a large area around Berkshire 
involving much of Wiltshire, Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire, 
Surrey and Hampshire.  Neatham (Vindomi) and Staines 
(Pontes) meaning bridge were both at river crossings of a 
Roman road. 

The Chichester to Silchester Roman road is marked on the 
recent Explorer Ordnance Survey maps and descends from 
the downs to the north parallel with the modern New Lane 
track across a fi eld that is now a sports pitch and listed 
as an ancient monument. Here it cuts across the London 
Road (old A31 before the bypass) through the modern 
Vindomis Close development and directly down slope 
across the River Wey and its valley to rise up the other side 
crossing Neatham Mill Lane to the east of Neatham Manor 
and taking a direct line across the Upper Greensand bench 
to Wyck where it descended the escarpment to Green 
Street, East Worldham and to the east of King John’s Hill on 
its way to Chichester. Roman roads are rarely defl ected by 
hills as anyone who has used the A68 Dere Street through 
the Cheviots of Northumberland into Scotland will know.

There has long been postulated a Roman road from 
Winchester to Neatham and Farnham, roughly on the line of 
the modern A31 and another from Neatham to the Romano-
British potteries at Alice Holt Forest. More evidence has 
come to support this (Fig. 6 in Millett and Graham) and 
further data from Malcolm Lyne working on the Alice Holt 
potteries.  It would appear that the link Road to Winchester 
would be a later one associated with trade westwards of 
pottery from Alice Holt. A road junction also added to 
prosperity from trade taking place in the town. Much of the 
Alice Holt pottery went to London.

Archaeology in the fi eld has been compromised by ground 
works for the Alton to Farnham railway line (opened 1852) 
as well as by the construction of the Alton bypass 1969 
onwards, at a time before archaeology became a planning 
issue with Conditions for professional investigation 
of historical ground evidence accompanying many 
development applications today. A great deal of new 
information has come from developers’ commissioned 
archaeological investigations and comments in the fi nal 
chapter of Land of the Atrebates suggest this data needs to 
be integrated with other records. In the last few decades 
excavations have been more or less limited to professionals 
but there is a need to bring back amateurs into the fold as 
eyes and ears on the ground locally. When I fi rst came to 
the Alton area in 1979 there was some fi eld walking being 
undertaken looking for the scatter of Roman fi nds and this 
can direct later excavators to the most likely places to sink 
trenches.

June Chatfi eld, Chair, Northern Wey Trust
To get ‘Land of the Atrebates’ email info@berksarch.co.uk
£12 to members, £20 +p&p to non-members.

David Graham will be talking about the Neatham dig on 
Thursday 2nd May  at 7.30pm, Allen Gallery. Book in  advance.
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Alton Bowling Club
Public Gardens, Alton

Have you ever considered playing bowls in the great
outdoors? Alton Bowling Club, situated in the beautiful
Public Gardens invites new members for the forthcoming
season. The club opens on Saturday 13 April 2019 for a
friendly social and bowling summer.

For further information please telephone our Hon. Secretary, David Bartlett on
01420 85297 or e-mail davebart35@gmail.com with your name, address, and
telephone number.

We enjoy an INFORMAL ROLL-UP EVERY MONDAY AFTERNOON at
2.00pm starting 15 April (bowls supplied), why not call in, and have a try, you
will be very welcome. Also join us at our OPEN DAY on MONDAY 6 MAY.

You can also visit our website
altonbowlingclub.co.uk

Conveyancing

Commercial matters

Wills

Probate

Powers of attorney

Divorce and family matters

Employment

Contractual disputes

FREE initial
appointment
on most legal mattersWhatever legal assistance you

require we will advise and guide you with a practical and supportive service.

A fresh approach to legal services.
We hope you like it.

Call our friendly team on 01420 544 273 or email jacqui@jcsolicitors.com

11 High Street,Alton
Hampshire GU34 1AW
www.jcsolicitors.com
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It’s not just for men, neither is it in a shed and it’s now 
growing out of Alton, so what exactly is the Men’s Shed 
organisation? A growing problem with mental health issues 
for retired men prompted the creation of Men’s Sheds 
fi rst in Australia, then New Zealand, followed by Ireland 
and then Great Britain. Inspired by a recognition that men 
fi nd it harder to maintain social networks once they leave 
work than women do, the organisation seeks to provide 
a place for men to go, to engage in creative activities and 
to meet others who are in the same situation.  Set up in 
Alton in 2015 in a member built shed on land provided by 
All Saints Church there is a current membership of about 
twenty men including retired professionals, trade and 
crafts men.  Members visit the shed to chat, have a coffee 
or to make something under the guidance of skilled and 
experienced peers.  

The organisation is now coming to Holybourne with a 
couple of rooms being provided by the Lawn Home in 
the centre of the village.  It’s a win win situation with Men’s 
Shed having the use of the rooms and the Lawn hoping to 
see more villagers visiting the home and interacting with 
the residents.  So despite it not being in a shed and also 
not exclusively for men, Men’s Shed is open to all comers 
for fellowship and craftwork.  The women’s room under 
the guidance of Sharon Wood is already thriving after a 
couple of weeks and the men’s section has already gained 
its fi rst patrons.  Anyone who might be at a loose end will 
be warmly welcomed every Wednesday afternoon.

The Men’s Sheds organisation is driven by three principal 
aims. Firstly to provide a social opportunity for members 
to meet and chat. Secondly, for those that wish to, to 
provide facilities and equipment for craft work and fi nally, 

Alton
Mens Shed

to engage with the local community by carrying out project 
work for organisations.  Already the Alton branch has 
repaired bus shelters, built planters and decorated areas in 
the Assembly Rooms.

It sounds like a fantastic concept but is it really needed in 
Alton and Holybourne? Village coordinator Peter Beckham, 
a long-time resident on London Road says it recognises and 
responds to a very real need.

“Men often fi nd themselves isolated when they retire and 
leave their work colleague friends behind.  Nationally there 
is a worrying growth in mental health issues for retired men 
which is often the result of having time on their hands but 
no outlet for their skills. Though our organisation is open 
to men and women from 18 upwards, the bulk of our 
membership are retired men.  Often going from a fi ve days 
a week, full on occupation to fi nding themselves alone at 
home is a huge challenge and for many men it just turns into 
a depressing loneliness. Men’s Shed seeks to address this.”

So there you go. Time on your hands? Skills to share or a 
desire to learn new ones? Why not pop along to the Men’s 
Shed at The Lawn and see what you can offer or gain?  Peter 
can be contacted for more details on  01420 85419.

The new Mens Shed room at The Lawn

The Mens Shed at All Saints Church in Alton
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ROOKERY
BARNS LTD

Complete your country home...

Quality, Style and Service since 1998
tel: 01420 488870 | www.rookerybarns.com

As your local barn specialist, we have designed and 
constructed over 00 oak barn-style buildings in the last 
years. We offer to take care of every stage of your project:     

� Designing your barn
� Securing planning approval if required
� Groundworks and landscaping
� Barn construction and erection
� Roofing, electrics and internal fit-out
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Alton Bowls Club when it was at the back of the  Swan Hotel

Alton Bowls Club today, in Alton’s Public Gardens

Sheffield Evening Telegraph 14 May 1910

The Story of Alton Bowling Club
Alton Bowling Club was offi cially founded in 1884, but as 
early as 1790 reference was made in a property document 
to a bowling green on a piece of pasture north west of the 
Market Hotel (then called the Butchers Arms).  A Reading 
Mercury newspaper report on 30 May 1885 reads “The 
members of this recently formed club had a successful 
opening match at their new grounds on Wednesday 
week”.  In 1887 the Alton Gazette reported a meeting of 
the Bowling Club at the “Market Hotel at which place the 
bowling green is situate”. 

Around 1900 the bowls club moved to a new green behind 
the Swan Hotel.  This picture was taken there around 1912.  

This was not the only bowling club in Alton during the 
early 1900s.  Local directories listed greens also at the 
Constitutional Club and the Liberal Club.  

During these early years the activities of Alton Bowling 
Club were regularly reported in the press, both local and 
nationwide.   

The club’s greens had almost always been on licensed 
premises and because of this many people objected 
to playing or watching. At a dinner in 1950 a guest 
representative from Alton Urban Council responded to the 
club’s stated wish for a ‘town’ bowling green by agreeing 
that there was a need, and to the members’ delight in 
1954 a new green and pavilion was opened in the Public 
Gardens.

The local press reported that “The public green is not for 
men alone, for we believe a women’s section is being 
promoted”, however things did not always run smoothly 
as in 1974 the ladies complained to the Council that the 
men “had passed a resolution preventing the ladies from 
playing on the green after 6pm each evening, except for 
competition purposes”, this probably did not last very 

long!  In 1995 the men’s and women’s sections merged and 
have since then bowled together in mixed games. 

Alton BC’s bowlers have enjoyed much success over the 
years, achieving county level wins and providing four 
County Presidents.  The club celebrated its 125th anniversary 
in 2009 and continues today to thrive, with a membership 
of around 60 people who enjoy activities both sporting 
and social throughout the summer season. 

For more information about the club visit: 
 www.altonbowlingclub.co.uk.

Linda Habberfi eld, Holybourne Archives 
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2019 looks like being a fantastic year for cricket and during 
the season we would really like the village community to 
come along and get involved with the club and see what 
we do – even if cricket is not your thing, the club is a great 
environment to meet people in the village and socialise 
with friends and family.

This year England and Wales host the ICC Cricket World Cup 
from 30 May to 14 July 2019. 

There will be an opportunity for everyone to watch live 
cricket and competitive games will take place all over 
the country. In addition i all ten nations are playing two 
offi cial warm-up fi xtures ahead of the tournament which 
will take place at four venues across England and Wales 
between 24-28 May. This includes the Hampshire Bowl in 
Southampton. 

The Cricket World Cup is an 
iconic global sporting event 
- the biggest prize in world 
cricket – and there will be 
many events being held in 
schools and cricket clubs 
to inspire and engage one 
million young people aged 
between 5 and 12 in playing 
the game. I also understand 
there will be cut-priced 
tickets available for children 
to attend the warm-up games 
at the Hampshire Bowl.

At Holybourne we are 
planning to hold an ICC 
World Cup Family Day on 
the Sports Field on Sunday 
2nd June 2019 – everyone is 
welcome to come along and 
join in!

Preparations are well 
underway for the season – 
the pleasant weather in late 
February gave us the opportunity to start and prepare the 
wicket much earlier than normal. Our Juniors have been 
training at Eggar’s over the winter and will move outside 
to the Sports Field on 26th April for the fi rst Friday Night 
Training Session 6pm – the Bar and BBQ will be open so 
please come along! The Juniors will also start to play their 
fi xtures during the Summer School-Term.

Competitive games start on 4th May 2019 – our 1st XI 
are newly promoted to the Hampshire County Division 4 
North and our 2nd XI continue in the Regional Division 2 
North East – we wish both teams a great season. We have 
also had some interest in starting both a Girls’ Team and 
Women’s W10 Team so watch this space for more news 
and your chance to get involved.

We look forward to another long hot summer – perfect for 
World Cup Cricket and cricket at any level – get involved!

Peter Robinson, Andy Maddock and the Committee
http://holybourne.play-cricket.com/

Holybourne Cricket ClubHolybourne Cricket Club

Free quotation and
consultation
Fully qualified and
insured
References available

Specialists in Ponds,
Water Features, Paving
and Timberwork

p
Wat
and

For all your
hard and soft
landscaping needs

Tel: 01730 601931
Mob: 07795 615526

thrivelandscapes@aol.com
www.thrivelandscapes.org
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Jessica Taplin , the new CEO of the Treloar Trust 

Treloar’s appoints a new CEO
Treloar’s is very pleased to announce that the Board of 
Trustees have appointed Jessica Taplin to be our new 
Chief Executive. Jessica will join Treloar’s at the beginning 
of March and will assume the responsibilities of Chief 
Executive at the end of the spring term, succeeding current 
CEO Tony Reid, who is retiring after 14 years of outstanding 
service.

Jessica has a background in business development, starting 
her career at News International and IPC Media where she 
established a reputation 
for innovative multi-
platform campaigns. A 
decade ago she moved 
into the charitable sector, 
initially supporting the 
Big Lottery Fund with 
their UK wide public 
consultation before 
working closely with the 
UK funding committee 
to re-invigorate their 
multi-million pound 
public engagement grant 
portfolio. Jessica has 
sought out leadership 
roles for organisations 
that support and 
enable young people 
and has a great deal of 
empathy with our young 
benefi ciaries.  Her two 
previous CEO roles have 
been at UK wide youth 
charities, vInspired, the 
legacy youth volunteering 
charity, and prior to that, 

at Get Connected, where she led the organisation into a 
successful merger to create The Mix, now the UKs leading 
digital support and helpline service for young people. 

Treloar’s Chair of Trustees Alistair Mackintosh commented 
on Jessica’s appointment: “The Board and I are delighted 
to have found someone of Jessica’s calibre to continue 
to lead Treloar’s as we build upon the strong educational 
and care foundations that have been so carefully put 
together in recent years. We are confi dent that she will 
bring fresh thinking to our strategic development, enabling 
us to broaden our reach and impact, and further develop 
services and external relations for the benefi t of our young 
people.”

Future events to look out for
Our popular annual St Swithun’s Way Walk and Run takes 
place on Sunday 28 April. You can choose to walk or run the 
5 or 10 miles along Hampshire’s most beautiful countryside 
paths. A fantastic day out for the whole family and a great 
way to help raise much needed funds for Treloar’s! To fi nd 
out more or to book your place please contact Laura on 
01420 547447, email events@treloar.org.uk or visit www.
treloarevents.org.uk.

Celebrate the arrival of spring with the opportunity to buy 
plants at the annual Friends of Treloar’s Plant Sale which 
will take place at Treloar’s on Saturday 11 May between 
10.00am and 12.30pm. The free event is a great chance 
to buy lots of bargain plants, visit our delicious cake stand 
and raffl e stalls so please do come along!
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We are thrilled to announce that European Gold medallist 
and Paralympian dressage rider Suzanna Hext has agreed to 
become a Treloar’s Patron. After an accident riding a young 
horse at home in 2012 changed her life, she spent 170 days 
in hospital and had nine operations. Suzanna returned to 
become triple European Gold medallist and ended 2017 as 
Grade 3 world number 1. Amazingly Suzanna also recently 
classifi ed for Para-Swimming with the aim to compete this 
year around her riding competitions and commitments, but 
keeping riding as her main priority.

The Story of Treloar’s, a new fi lm put together by our 
students in collaboration with 104Films and funded 
through a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund, is available 
to view online: (www.treloar.org.uk/about-us/our-history). 
The fi lm includes original recordings of speeches by Sir 
William Purdie Treloar and shows fi lms taken from the 
London Metropolitan and Hampshire Archives as well as 
old photographs and interviews. Both School and College 
students helped to do the research, fi lming and production 
of the fi nal product.

In early February seven schools, including Treloar’s, 
competed for supremacy in the County Table Cricket 

Competition, held at the Ageas Bowl in Southampton. Table 
cricket is played on a table tennis table with side panels 
to contain the ball and sliding fi elders placed around the 
table to create the playing area.   A ramp is used to bowl 
and players bat to score runs, simulating a game of cricket.  
Table cricket is accessible from a wheelchair and The Lord’s 
Taverners Table Cricket programme gives young people 
with severe physical or learning impairments opportunities 
which they would not otherwise have to participate in a 
competitive game of cricket.

The County Competition was played in two leagues and 
used two tables.   More than 4,000 runs were scored and 
80 wickets taken by the seven teams involved.  Qualifi cation 
played in two leagues ended with play-offs to determine 
the outcome.

Team Treloar’s, captained by School student Matt, fi nished 
a very respectable 3rd and were the only team with all 
wheelchair users.  Taking part were six School students: 
Captain Matt, Poppy, Arlo, Dom, Saskia and Logan. They 
won their fi rst game by 12 runs, lost the second game by 
25 runs and their fi nal match was a draw with 216 runs 
each. 

European Gold medallist and Paralympian dressage rider 
Suzanna Hext 

Treloar’s County Table Cricket team

FRIENDS OF TRELOAR’S PLANT SALE
Saturday 11 May 2019 * 10.00am-12.30pm

Treloar’s  Powell Drive  Holybourne, Alton  GU34 4GL

Treloar’s is a registered Charity Number 1092857

Annuals, Herbs, Phoenix Perennial
Plants, Vegetables, Plants from local
gardens, Recycled Garden Tools +

Expert Advice.

Inside: Teas, Cakes, Produce Stall,
Music, Beauty Products, Gifts and

Raf  e.

FREE ENTRY, Easy Parking, Manned
Barrier and new this year - plant

collection point.

Treloar School & College
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Cup final Photo

“Meet the Villagers”
In this edition we decided to change our usual format of 
match reports and statistics and have focused more on the 
squad members and the people who represent the team 
and reside in the village.   We have prepared a light-hearted 
Q+ A with our Holybourne Villagers (including myself). 

Name: Gary Magee
Age: 43 years and 5 months
When did you start playing football for the Holybourne 
Vets FC?  2010 as a young fi t 35-year-old.
Position:  Centre Forward until my playing days were 
cut short by injury in 2016.  Since then I have become 
team manager.  It was supposed to be a short-term 
role, but I’ve not been sacked yet and we’ve yet to 
fi nd another volunteer.
How long have you lived in Holybourne?   10 Years
Favourite Place in Holybourne?  The White Hart and the 
village church where I got married to my lovely wife 
in 2009 (mandatory in case my wife is reading this :)
Last book read?  How to be a footballer by Peter Crouch
Favourite Holiday destination? Sarasota, Florida.

Name: Peter Care
Age:  50
When did you start playing for HVFC Vets?  2008 when the 
club started. Before Chubby objects, I did leave for 
France for 2 years almost immediately, but I played 
the fi rst few friendlies that summer, so 2008 counts.
Position:  Centre-Half
How long have you lived in Holybourne?   21 years
Favourite place in Holybourne?   White Hart
Favourite Film? Airplane!
Last book read?  Sapiens (thanks to John Bound)
Favourite Holiday destination? The Alps or the Pyrenees

Name: Dan Hazel
Age:  36 (A mere youngster!)
When did you start playing for HVFC Vets?  2018 
Position:  Centre Midfi eld
How long have you lived in Holybourne?   3 years
Favourite place in Holybourne?   White Hart of course
Favourite Film? Shawshank Redemption
Last book read?  That’s Not My Meerkat
Favourite Holiday destination? Guernsey

  Holybourne Veterans’  Holybourne Veterans’
Football ClubFootball Club

CAN'T YOU DO
ANYTHING RIGHT ?

HOME COMPUTER SUPPORT & TUITION
" My PC Home Help ! "

Friendly, Professional Support for
Windows PC, Apple Computers, iPads etc.

visit: www.myPChomehelp.co.uk

Computer Repairs, Virus Removal & Upgrades
Broadband Wired/Wireless Solutions & Setup
One To One Home Tuition for all Abilities
Smart TVs and other Home Technology

I Supply, Install & Support PCs, iMacs & iPads

Call RICHARD SIERS on Bentley (01420) 22844
enquiries@myPChomehelp.co.uk
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HOLYBOURNE VILLAGE HALL

Available for public hire, offering a
maximum capacity of 60 people, a fully-
fitted and equipped kitchen, toilet
facilities and full level access.
The hall is situated in the centre of the
village, just a few yards up Church Lane
from London Road.

HOURLY HIRE RATES
Holybourne Residents
Weekdays: £8.50
Weekends before 18:00 £10.00
Weekends after 18:00 £11.50
Non-Holybourne Residents
Weekdays: £10.00
Weekends before 18:00 £13.50
Weekends after 18:00 £18.00

BOOKING ENQUIRIES
Vickie Kemp
01420 549074 / 07737 369803
villagehall@holybourne.com

ONLINE HALL AVAILABILITY
www.holybourne.com
Select the ‘Village Hall’
Press “Click Here to Book”

The china, glass and cutlery in the kitchen are all included in the cost of the hire.
Hirers must ensure that the duration of their booking is sufficient for any setting up and clearing up. Free access to the hall cannot be given for this purpose.

Name: Will Ponsonby
Age:  42
When did you start playing for HVFC Vets?  2013 
Position:  Centre back, centre mid, right back anywhere 
up to the halfway line
How long have you lived in Holybourne?   4 years
Favourite place in Holybourne?    Any one of our local 
walking trails
Favourite Film? Goodfellas
Last book read?  “Inferno” Dan Brown
Favourite Holiday destination? Amalfi  Coast and Province

Name:  David Smith
Age: 41
When did you start playing for HVFC Vets?  Can’t remember 
4 or 5 years ago
Position: Sub Right Midfi eld/Centre back/Right Back – 
Mr Utility
How long have you lived in Holybourne?   9 years
Favourite place in Holybourne?    White Hart
Favourite Film?  Napolean Dynamite
Favourite Book:  Indecent Exposure – Tom Sharpe

Off the pitch and after games at our resident drinking hole 
the White Hart, Dave “Mad Dog” Minette has started the 
“Kangaroo Court fi ning session”. The fi nes that are issued 
vary from £1 up to a maximum of £3 and all accompanied 
with some light-hearted humour.   Examples of recent fi nes 
are “Beard tax”  “Shorts Tax” and the odd” tantrum tax”.   
There also an additional fi ne for fool of the day.    The idea 
behind it is to raise funds for a local charity.  After some 
consideration and consultation with one of the player’s 
wife, it has been decided that the chosen charity will be 
the Bushy Leaze Children and Families Centre.  This is a local 
charity that provides assistance for children and families 
from the early stages of pregnancy through to school age, 
particularly for children with learning disabilities and other 
areas of specialist help.

Gary Magee, Team Manager (07464 549009)

Holybourne Veterans’ Football Club continued...Holybourne Veterans’ Football Club continued...
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With a heat wave and snow in the same month, surely no 
one can argue any longer that something is changing with 
our weather?  For those of us at the grandparents stage, 
should we be feeling an enormous sense of guilt about the 
legacy we have left our children and children’s children?  
We can do our bit in terms of minimising use of plastic, 
recycling fastidiously and cutting back on use of fossil 
fuels.  Is it right that people live in the village and work 
in London or Basingstoke or Southampton?  Living where 
we work would reduce vehicular use massively and the 
commensurate use of fuel.  But are these things a step too 
far at the moment? For sure however, change must take 
place sooner or later and it is surely not right that in the 
pursuit of our own comfort now, our descendants are 
going to suffer. Your thoughts?

For the fi rst time in some time, we have a letter to the Editor. 
I’d like to see more of this please so if you have something 
you want to say, please write to me, either at jerrymjj@
tiscali.co.uk or by popping it through my letter box at 81 
London Road.  Want to get something off your chest, moan 
or praise?  Let me know about it.

Something else that I’m sure would be of general interest 
are the Heroes of Holybourne.  Those people in our midst 
who do things for others but who operate invisibly in the 
background.  Each year the HVA awards the Holybourne 
Cup to one individual who has made what it sees, as a 
major contribution to the life of the village. I know however 
that there are many people who enrich the lives of our 
community. Let me know about them. Nominate them 
anonymously if you like but tell me why she or he is a hero.

We have a couple of articles in this issue about local 
enterprise in the village. Again, if there are homeworkers 
out there that might like their existence brought to a wider 
audience, please do get in touch with me.  It must be a lonely 
life sometimes so why not let us know about what you are 
doing? I have already been surprised at the wealth of what 
goes on in Holybourne and to how many organisations 
and businesses Holybourne residents contribute.  Similarly, 
there are some focal points of the village from whom I’d 
love to hear. I understand the demands of business but any 
publicity is good publicity isn’t it?

Finally, as we turn our backs on winter (Praise the Lord!) we 
can look forward to longer days and the delights of spring 
and summer. From the team that produces the magazine, 
we wish you the best of all seasons. 

Jerry Janes, Editor

4 Treloars School & College
7 Alton Mens Shed
9 Walkies Please
11 Mill Cottage News
13 Alton Abbey
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15 Holybourne Theatre
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 We need YOU!
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33 Holybourne Veterans’ Football Club
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Squirrel in our Editor’s garden - photo by Jerry Janes
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Advertising: Kay Tomlinson kay@dktomlinson.com
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Disclaimer
The Holybourne Village Magazine is self-funding and produced for general interest 
and entertainment. Every effort has been made to ensure that the information is 
accurate and error-free at the time of going to press. All persons names will have 
been contacted, if possible, and where appropriate have agreed to their details 
being published (see above). Neither they, the Editor, nor Holybourne Village 
Association, accept any responsibility for losses arising from the use or misuse of 
any information contained herein.

Whilst comment, contributions, news and views from people on various subjects 
are welcome and encouraged, these will be attributable to the individual (after 
verifi cation) and cannot be construed as being those of the sponsor or the Editor.
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BBrewery Shop & Off Licence  
  ffff   DDraught beer to takeaway from 2pints upwards   

1150+ Craft Beers from all over the world                            

HHandpicked Selection of Wines and Spirits  

GGorilla Spirits——LLocally produced Gin  

Opening Times: Mon 9-5 / Tue-Fri 9-7 / Sat 10-5 / Sun Closed 

Triple fff Brewery , Magpie Works, Sta on Approach, Four Marks, Hampshire GU34 5HN 

                  Tel: 01420 561422  /  Email: retail@triplefff.com 
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Waterbrook Road (off Mill Lane)

ALTON, GU34 2UD
01420 571234

Timber | Building Materials | Paving | Fencing | Bathrooms | Hand Tools | Ironmongery | Decorating | Doors & Windows

Bathroom 
Design

Board 
Cutting

Free 
Parking

Delivery 
Service

Expert 
Advice

Lift to 1st 
Floor

Trade & 
Public 

Welcome
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High-Quality Printing

Your partner in design

01252 314765 / 01252 330683

High-Quality Design

Parish & Church Magazines . Magazines . Newsletters
Brochures . Leaflets . Calendars . Postcards
Greeting Cards . Stationery . Banners . & More

Graphic Design . Page Layouts
Photo Editing . Text Editing
Content Management

Please get in touch if you would like us
to help you to make your newsletter or
magazine make its mark.

info@imprintcolour.co.uk www.imprintcolour.co.uk

01420 594644 info@sl-design.co.uk www.sl-design.co.uk

Imprint Colour Limited,
Unit 3 Pegasus Court, North Lane,
Aldershot, Hampshire. GU12 4QP

Stephen Lewis Design Consultancy, 4 Archery Rise, Alton, Hampshire. GU34 1PG

us
or

Rise Alton Hampshire GU34 1PG

A High-Quality
Partnership

Holybourne
Neatham

www.holybourne.com

& Village Magazine
£2 where sold
Delivered free to every house in Holybourne & Neatham Spring 2019

Sign of the Times?Sign of the Times?
Alton Abbey eventsAlton Abbey events
Mens Shed comes to HolybourneMens Shed comes to Holybourne
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