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By the time you read this the summer solstice will be 
receding rapidly into the past and the nights will be getting 
longer again. Last year we were in the middle of one of the 
worst recorded droughts. This year, flooding has been a 
national problem. Life seems a little less predictable and 
our children and grandchildren are going to have to face 
some huge challenges, some of which have been caused 
by the behaviour of people of my generation. What a 
legacy we have passed on.
Traffic through the village is once again a major issue. What 
on earth must it have been like when London Road was 
literally, the road to London?  What was it like the day 
the A31, Alton by-pass opened? Can anyone remember 
it?  Would anyone like to tell me about it?  Despite the 
noble efforts of the Speedwatch crew, speeding vehicles 
remain a perennial concern, the Treloar car park extension 
on London Road remains an eyesore and cars parked 
opposite the junctions of Howards Lane and Church Lane 
pose a threat to anyone who uses those junctions.  Do we 
want more regulations in the village? More lines? More 
Fines?  Anyone fancy a rant?  Why not write to me?
One of the delights of editing this magazine is that I meet 
many fascinating and extraordinary people.  I met a woman 
whose idea of a good time is to strap herself onto the wings 
of a bi-plane and go for a flight. I’ve also ventured to a 
meeting of the Holybourne Honeys, our local branch of the 
Women’s Institute, and I had the pleasure of meeting our 
new local vicar. Following a number of nominations, I also 
met Ysanne and Peter Legge, the first of our Holybourne 
Heroes.  What is becoming clearer to me is that the village 
is blessed with some wonderful characters who are happy 
to spend a huge amount of time meeting the needs of 
our community.  The problem for me is that I don’t know 
about all of them. If you know of anyone who has led an 
interesting life, yourself included, why not let me know 
about it?  I’d love to come and chat to you.  I’d welcome 
further nominations for Holybourne Heroes and I’d also 
be pleased to receive letters on topics of general interest. 
Young or old, a newcomer or a long term resident, why 
not drop me a line and tell me what is important in your 
life?  The one letter I have received is a powerful appeal for 
community involvement. It merits careful thought.
For those of you going away this summer, I and the team 
wish you a lovely break. For those of you staying at home, I 
hope the sun finally shines. To all of you, take care. 
Jerry Janes, Editor
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Letter 
to the 
Editor

Speedwatch

Sir
Holybourne is a lovely 
community which has a 
number of thriving groups 
providing a focus for activities within the village. As far as I 
know these all rely almost exclusively on volunteer help to 
keep going.  
Over the 25 years or so I have been here, I have been 
involved with some of these groups and I know a number 
of other people who have done similarly.  All the groups 
have had one thing in common: real difficulty in getting new 
blood into their teams to keep organisations functioning 
smoothly.  I have made regular appeals for help and can 
honestly say that not one person came forward from a 
general appeal.  The only successes seem to be when 
people are buttonholed and ‘persuaded’ to help out.
Elsewhere in the magazine, readers may note the end of the 
Holybourne Care Group.  This was an organisation providing 
transport facilities to those unable to make their own way 
to (increasingly remote) hospitals, physiotherapists, clinics 
etc.  The organisation has wound up after more than 30 
years due to a lack of volunteers.  Ysanne Legg ran this for a 
quarter of a century and fully deserves to be able to stand 
down.  But the rest of her team of volunteers have also 
been doing the job for many years and feel they too need 
to call time on their work.
The Village Summer Fest has also gone the same way.  Past 
organisers have put great efforts in and produced some 
really good events.  But no-one has stepped up to take 
over and the event now seems to have been wiped from 
the calendar.  New blood is vital to maintain interest and to 
freshen up events.
What is the solution?  Clearly the best thing would be for 
some of the newly-arrived members of the village to put 
their hands up and volunteer some of their time and skills 
to keep this community thriving.  I hear people talk about 
the difficulties of full time jobs, young families etc but, 
honestly, all the people I have worked with over the years 
faced the same challenges and managed to cope. If the 
will is there, the time will somehow be found.
So I appeal to everyone.  Please think about whether you 
want to live in a thriving community with a breadth of 
offerings and a vitality ensuring it is a delightful place to 
live or are you happy for this wonderful village to become 
just a pretty place which is largely a dormitory residence?
Yours truly  
Richard Kelly, London Road, Holybourne

We started Speedwatch in Holybourne in 2013 and since 
then volunteers have done around three hundred and 
fifteen one hour patrols of two or three people so it has 
been a significant effort. 
The objective is to encourage drivers to obey the speed 
limit of 30 mph through the village - it is educational 
not punitive although those who exceed the limit by a 
significant margin do receive letters from the police and 
serial offenders receive an encouraging visit!
About 9% exceed 30 mph and 3.5% speed at over 35 mph. 
This may not sound much but 35 mph is the equivalent of 
82 mph on a motorway which would result in noticeable 
punishment! We have had some drivers go through at 45 
mph, the equivalent of 105 mph on a motorway.
Over the years we have been doing it we believe that we 
have had a positive effect and drivers are take more care to 
obey the limit, and we encourage all readers of this article 
to do the same!  We have 12 volunteers at the moment but 
are always looking for more.
We are looking at installing flashing signs at the ends of 
the village which will remind drivers of the limit if they 
are exceeding it; these seem to have a positive effect 
where they are used in other villages around Hampshire. 
Of course these cost money 
and we will be looking at 
ways to raise the funds in the 
coming months.
In the meantime it would be 
great if we were to be made 
redundant by all drivers 
obeying the limit!
Nick Cane  
nick.cane@btinternet.com
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Village Pond conservation
The village pond in Church Lane is a village asset. By this 
I mean that it is not owned by anybody. Some years ago 
we did a lot of research to find the owner and concluded 
that there is not one. It does not belong to the Church, 
the Froyle Estate, Treloars or the Council. Therefore it is 
incumbent upon the village and volunteers to keep it in 
good condition.
With the exception of removing fallen trees, which Arthur 
did in February as part of his work in the churchyard, 
removing motorbikes that have been parked in the pond 
(this happened in March last year) and regular clearance of 
the weir, the main work is the biannual willow and shrub 
maintenance.
We pollard the willow on the island aggressively and it 
grows back with enthusiasm. The photos show the before 
and during condition, the latter complete with some of the 
volunteers.
Since it is in a conservation area we need to get planning 
permission to do the work but this just requires us to submit 
the same request every two years.
At the same time as doing this we also cut back the shrubs 
round  the sides opposite the churchyard. This year is was 
the turn of the dogwoods which was a pretty substantial 

job as well. All the material gets taken to the dump. We had 
nine volunteers this year and it took us around three hours.
The white geese in the pond have been there for years.  
They cannot fly and are both female. They really did not 
lay any eggs this year so maybe they are getting old. We 
sometimes have Canada geese attempting to nest on the 
island. They are very aggressive and frighten the resident 
geese, so we encourage them to find another nesting areas.
Some years ago we raised a large amount of money to 
rebuild the island which was eroding away. It has held 
up pretty well and should last a few more years. However 
there is a developing problem which will need to be 
addressed in due course. The pond is spring fed, as is the 
Bourne which is why it continues to flow when there is no 
water coming over the weir. The springs and the wash off 
the road brings silt into the pond. This means that the mud 
at the bottom of the pond gets deeper and deeper as it 
cannot wash away over the weir. It is now over three feet 
deep in places. At some point we are going to have to 
dredge the pond - this will cost somewhere around £10000 
to £15000, so we will have to start raising the money for this 
soon. Ideas and volunteers welcome!
Nick Cane, Friends of the Village Pond  
nick.cane@btinternet.com
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A Momentous Year Ahead
Holybourne School, as it is sometimes known, or Andrews’ 
Endowed Church of England Primary School, to use our 
correct name, has been part of village life for so long that 
most villagers are aware of our long history.  Indeed, were it 
not for the school sign and the sounds of children playing, 
passing visitors might not realise that our beautiful Georgian 
façade hides a primary school behind it.
This September we will begin a year of very special 
celebrations at Andrews’ Endowed CE Primary School.  On 
Thursday 14th November 2019 it will be exactly 300 years 
since local benefactor Thomas Andrews set aside money in 
his will for the foundation of a ‘school for the poor children 
of Holybourne and the surrounding villages’.
We understand that the School House itself was built a 
few years later on land purchased from the endowment 
in Thomas Andrews’ name, and Holybourne School has 
been an integral part of the village ever since.  This makes 
our village school one of the oldest primary schools in the 
country that has continuously occupied the same site.  
We are planning a variety of events over the course of 
the school year, and would welcome the involvement of 
members of the village community.  We are shaping our 
celebrations around the three school terms.  Our Autumn 
theme is ‘Giving Thanks’ when we reflect on all that Thomas 
Andrews has given to us and to the village; our Spring 

theme is ‘Giving Back’, a chance for us to help our local and 
wider community; and our Summer theme is ‘Celebration’ 
which probably speaks for itself!
We would love to hear from past pupils and members of 
staff, from villagers and those who have moved away from 
the village.  We would like to capture people’s memories 
of the school, and would welcome seeing any materials 
related to the school which you would like to share with 
us.  During the Summer Term 2020 we are planning an 
Open Day with exhibitions of the children’s work which 
will be displayed alongside some of the school’s extensive 
archive.  
If you have a particular interest in the history of the school, 
we are keen to recruit volunteer archivists to help us digitise 
at least some of the school’s log books.  
This task will entail spending time here at school taking 
digital photos of each page of the log book using our 
camera equipment.  The more volunteers we have, the 
more of the log books we can digitise.  We will be raising 
funds over the course of the year which will be used to 
enhance the playing areas for the children.  We are lucky 
to have extensive grounds at Andrews’ Endowed, and are 
planning some improvements which will include providing 
the children with new adventure playground equipment 
and the installation of a wide, purpose built all-weather 

School Group 1914

Andrews’ Endowed CE Primary School
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Classroom 1

track to be used for athletics activities and 
also to enable better access between our 
site and our neighbours at Treloar’s.  If you 
think you can help with our fundraising, or are 
interested in business sponsorship, please 
get in touch.  
We would also be interested in whether the 
school’s Tercentenary can be incorporated 
into village events over the course of the year.  
We have a committee who are responsible 
for organising events and you can contact us 
in a variety of ways: 
Our School Headteacher: Mrs Maria Lloyd via 
telephone 01420 83094 or email:
adminoffice@andrewsendowed.hants.sch.uk 
(please mention the Tercentenary when 
contacting us at school)
Our Tercentenary Chair, Mrs Jacqui Swaby 
can be contacted at the school using the 
contact number and email above
Our Vice Chair of Trustees, Mr David Andrews 
can be contacted by post at Howards Farm, 
Holybourne, ALTON GU34 4HH or by email 
david.c.andrews67@gmail.com
We look forward to sharing our special events 
with you in the coming year.  
Mrs Maria Lloyd, Headteacher
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ROOKERY
BARNS LTD

Complete your country home...

Quality, Style and Service since 1998
tel: 01420 488870 | www.rookerybarns.com

As your local barn specialist, we have designed and 
constructed over 900 oak barn-style buildings in the last 20 
years. We offer to take care of every stage of your project:     

� Designing your barn
� Securing planning approval if required
� Groundworks and landscaping
� Barn construction and erection
� Roofing, electrics and internal fit-out

R
O
OK

ERY BARN
S

years

900
barns
20

AR
CH

AN
T}P

RO
O

F  
   

 A
RC

HA
N

T}P
RO

O
F  

   
   

AR
CH

AN
T}P

RO
O

F

AR
CH

AN
T}P

RO
O

F  
   

 A
RC

HA
N

T}P
RO

O
F  

   
   

AR
CH

AN
T}P

RO
O

F

AR
CH

AN
T}P

RO
O

F  
   

 A
RC

HA
N

T}P
RO

O
F  

   
   

AR
CH

AN
T}P

RO
O

F

AR
CH

AN
T}P

RO
O

F  
   

 A
RC

HA
N

T}P
RO

O
F  

   
   

AR
CH

AN
T}P

RO
O

F

AR
CH

AN
T}P

RO
O

F  
   

 A
RC

HA
N

T}P
RO

O
F  

   
   

AR
CH

AN
T}P

RO
O

F

AR
CH

AN
T}P

RO
O

F  
   

 A
RC

HA
N

T}P
RO

O
F  

   
   

AR
CH

AN
T}P

RO
O

F



9www.holybourne.com Summer 2019 Holybourne
Neatham& Village Magazine

On Friday 26th July, In Accord Singers will be entertaining 
the Friends of Alton Abbey in order to support the ongoing 
fundraising programme. This is a first visit for the choir to this 
special venue, and possibly the first time the Abbey has 
hosted a ladies A Cappella group! Based in Guildford, In 
Accord was formed in 2004 and has around 15 performing 
singers. They sing a mixture of songs spanning the decades, 
with most of the musical arrangements being done ‘in-
house’. 
As part of their performance, the audience will learn how 
A Cappella singing works, and hear how the parts build up 
to make the harmonious sound of the full chorus. There may 
even be some audience participation in harmony singing!
In Accord has performed in many and varied ways from 
prestigious venues such as the House of Lords through 
to special events like Musical Memories at the Farnham 
Maltings which is aimed to enable people with dementia 
to enjoy an afternoon out. Whatever the venue or audience, 
the singers get tremendous enjoyment form entertaining 
their audiences!
The groups is led by Musical Director Sue Lampard, who 
also performs as part of the sixties band Out Of The 
Shadows.   
For further information about In Accord visit:
www.inaccordsingers.co.uk

CONCERT AT ALTON ABBEY
   

Sue Lampard and her 14 piece a cappella choir 
To be held in Alton Abbey Church 

Friday July 26th

7.30pm  with a short interval 
As part of their performance, the audience will learn how 
A Cappella singing works, and hear how the parts build up 
to make the harmonious sound of the full chorus. There may 
even be some audience participation in harmony singing!

The Concert will be followed by 
wine and light refreshments in the Cloister garden

 
Tickets £15.00    

available from ”Tickets”, Friends of Alton Abbey, 
Alton Abbey, Beech, Alton, GU34 4AP

 
Cheques should be made payable to

“Friends of Alton Abbey’
Please include a SAE & a telephone number

and/or email address
For more information email:

friendsofaltonabbey@gmail.com

Alton
Abbey
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We have expanded to fulfil our customers needs

• Servicing
• Air conditioning servicing and re-gas
• Main dealer standard fault diagnostic equipment
• Brakes
• Cam-belts
• Tyres & wipers
• Exhausts
• Batteries

• Clutches
• All makes & models  undertaken
• Free courtesy car
• VW Kombi van specialist

01420 474541
www.brandautos.co.uk | enquiries@brandautos.co.uk

8 Kingsley Business Park, Kingsley, Hampshire, GU35 9LY

www.MillFarmOrganic.com

Tel/Fax: 01420 22331
Open: Wed– Sat 9am-5pm
Isington Nr. Alton GU34 4PN

Farm Shop
& Cafe

Organic Beef , Lamb & Pork
Meat Boxes from £59
Fresh ‘Artisan’ Bread, Fruit+Veg

Local Hampshire
produce

Contact Town & Country today.

Town & Country is a trading style of T & C Cars Limited and is a credit broker not a lender.

Model shown: Vitara 1.4 Boosterjet SZ5 manual including dual tone paint (£800) available at £23,299 on the road. Fuel economy and CO2**
results for the Vitara 2019 range Mpg (l/100km): Combined from 44.8 (6.3) to 52.3 (5.3). **CO2 emissions: 143g/km to 121g/km. The fuel
consumption you achieve in real life conditions and CO2 produced will depend upon a number of factors including the accessories fitted
(post-registration), variations in weather, driving styles and vehicle load. **There is a new test used for fuel consumption and CO2 figures.
The CO2 figures shown however, is based on the outgoing test cycle and will be used to calculate vehicle tax on first registration. Only
compare fuel consumption and CO2 figures with other cars tested to the same technical standard.

*0% APR and No Deposit available on all Vitara models. Hire Purchase product available on 0% APR over 24-36 months. Personal Contract
Purchase product available on 0% APR over 25-37 months. Offer is available from participating Authorised Suzuki Dealers only. Offer cannot be
used in conjunction with any other offer unless otherwise stated. Credit is available to UK residents aged 18 years or over, subject to status, from
Suzuki Finance, a trading style of Suzuki Financial Services Ltd, St. William House, Tresillian Terrace, Cardiff, CF10 5BH. This offer is subject to
availability and Suzuki Financial Services Ltd reserves the right to withdraw or amend this offer without notice or prior warning. Suzuki Financial
Services Ltd, part of Lloyds Banking Group. Offer correct at the time of being published. Excludes Channel Islands and Isle of Man.

Request a test drive today

Town & Country Cars
165 London Road, Holybourne, Alton, GU34 4HA, 01420 82288

cars.suzuki.co.uk/dealers/town-country-cars-alton
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Term time Thursdays  
9.30-10.30am
Thursday Teddy Bears, in Church of the 
Holyrood, Holybourne, is a friendly, lively 
group of five or six parents/grandparents 
and their pre-school youngsters.  And 
remember, the more the merrier – you’re 
very welcome to join us with your young 
children, or even as a helper.  I find it really 
special to meet in this beautiful church to 
chat, drink tea/coffee, see the children play 
together and get used to being inside a 
church, and try to teach them something 
new about Jesus each week through craft, 
play, simple story telling, and a short, simple 
prayer.  We all sit around amongst the toys 
and craft so it’s very informal and relaxed.  
It’d be even better if we had someone to 
accompany songs on the piano (my playing 
ability is very limited), so if you fancy that, do get in touch.  
Sylvia Raine, who ran this group brilliantly for some years, 
stepped down before Easter and handed over to me.  I am 
incredibly grateful for the wonderful support of Alan who 
sets up all the toys and seats, then packs away afterwards.  
So far this summer term we have covered the empty tomb, 
the wedding at Cana, Jesus helping the disciples to catch 

Teddy Bears at Holybourne

fish, the lost sheep, Jesus’s ascension, and Pentecost.  The 
craft activity is always related to the story and has involved 
sticking, colouring, cake decorating, and a misbehaving 
helium balloon which made a break for freedom and is 
now stuck in the rafters of the church (try spotting it if you 
can!).
Sarah Ebbutt
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Holybourne Heroes
Ysanne & Peter Legg

Ysanne and Peter Legg moved into rural Holybourne from 
urban Reading in 1986 and have spent the last thirty three 
years making themselves at home.  Raising two children in 
the village, Ysanne says that one of the main reasons for 
making the move was the proximity of good schools and a 
lovely environment for their children to grow up in. 
“You’ve got to like where you live and it has to suit your 
needs or there is no point in living there,” she suggests. The 
contribution that she and her husband Peter have made 
to the village (“There is no I, we do everything together’” 
she says) means that it has become a richer place in which 
the rest of us live.  Professionally as a care and classroom 
assistant at Treloar College for twenty years and voluntarily 
as the coordinator for “Holybourne Care” since 1995, 
Ysanne has certainly made her mark in the village.  A daily 
litter pick in the children’s playground is just one of Ysanne’s 
community chores.
Typically for Ysanne, when she initially inquired at Treloar 
College about vacancies and was told there were none, 
she suggested that they create a “bank” of people to cover 
staff absences. She became the first bank employee and 
eventually was such a jack of all trades that the Principal, Dr 
Jowett described her as “High Grade Polyfilla” capable of 
filling any cracks that emerged.  At the time husband Peter 
had serious medical problems and Ysanne explains that 
caring for him made the transition for caring for students at 
Treloars a natural and easy one to make.

MIKE GARWOOD
AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERS

T: 01420 84458    F: 01420 88594 www.mikegarwoodltd.co.uk
Shelleys Barn, Shelleys Lane, East Worldham, Alton, Hampshire, GU34 3AQ

Generators 1-120KVA

ATVs & Mules

Deisel Engines
Collection or Mulching systems

Electic, battery & petrol:
Chainsaws, Blowers,
Strimmers, Shredders,
Hedgecutters
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YOUR FRIENDLY,
COMMUNITY OPTICIANS

Come in now or call for an appointment

Ganders Barn | Ganders Business Park
Kingsley | GU35 9LU

Sight Testing

OCT Scans

Contact Lens Fitting & Supply

Minor Eye Conditions

“I could see the strain that serious illness placed on families and for those with 
disabled or disadvantaged children, the pressure was even greater with families 
breaking apart. I knew that I wanted to do everything I could to prevent that 
happening so working at Treloars gave me that wonderful opportunity.”
It was to this caring nature that the then vicar of Holybourne, the Reverend 
Christopher Ardagh-Walters appealed soon after the Holybourne Care support 
group was set up. Ysanne took over the running of the group in May 1995 and 
has done it ever since. Sadly with the lack of volunteers and an apparent lack 
of need, the organisation has now finally folded but along the way it provided 
help with transport to hospitals and surgeries, meals to the elderly and even 
gardening for some of our number.  Over the last twenty four years, assisted by 
a dozen or so others the organisation has supported the needy and vulnerable 
of the village and Ysanne has been at the centre of that effort.
It was in 2002 that things for the Legges took a very different direction when they 
organised the very first Alton Beer Festival partnering with the Triple F Brewery. 
Motivated by a desire to see real ale available in the vicinity they worked their 
magic with other volunteers to arrange Beer Festivals until 2015 when the work 
was passed over to a committee who continue to run it. During Peter and Ysanne’s 
stewardship, a total of more than a hundred and sixty thousand pounds was 
raised for local good causes and charities!  Many many local groups benefitted 
from Alton’s devotion to real ale and in particular from Peter and Ysanne’s hard 
work. 
Peter and Ysanne’s children, Simon and Sophie had become involved in 
Ballroom dancing early on and rather than sit and watch them in competitions 
weekend after weekend, their parents decided that they ought to learn to dance 
too which characteristically they did over the next few years. Once again their 
perception of a need in the community and a market opportunity, led them to 

train as dance teachers and to set up their Dance evenings, 
Tea Dances and Dance holidays. Now with business 
booming, they have more than a thousand participants 
a year who enjoy wonderful exercise, great camaraderie 
and, Ysanne explains, “Wonderful music!  The early dances 
we went to were ruined by unappealing music so we have 
always seen the importance of choosing carefully from the 
fabulous music out there.”
Now their new career sees them organise ten Dance 
holidays a year which spreads the gospel of Ballroom and 
Latin dances to an ever increasing audience.  Their dancers 
tend to range in age from 50 to 90 years of age in classes 
held in Normandy, just over the county border in Surrey 
and Burghfield in Berkshire.  For those disinclined to travel 
however there is a dance class, mainly for Holybourners, 
held in the village hall on a Monday night.  Originally in Bell 
House Studio, then in the Assembly rooms in Alton, the 
tea dances raise thousands of pounds for Treloar School 
and College and the current target is a specially designed 
mixing desk for students to use.
An incredible couple who have made an amazing 
contribution to the village and to the wider community, 
Peter and Ysanne combine all this with caring also for their 
two young grandsons.  “They are much more tiring to look 
after for a day than a hundred dancers are at any time!” 
Peter reflects ruefully, “but we wouldn’t swap them for the 
world.”
Do you know of any “Heroes” you’d like to nominate? Email 
me with your suggestions please.
Jerry Janes
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Providing quality tuition in your local area.
English, History, French and German

- All ages and levels -

Alton Language Workshop

www.altonlanguageworkshop.org
info@altonlanguageworkshop.org

The Thorne Family
at

KEMP & STEVENS
Funeral Directors

Robin Thorne Dip FD LMBIFD Gill Thorne Dip FD LMBIFD
Michael Thorne Dip FD LMBIFD Geoff Thorne MBIE Dip FD LMBIFD

Independent family-run Funeral Directors and Monumental Masons

93 High Street, Alton, Hampshire GU34 1LG 01420 83177

info@kempandstevens.co.uk   www.kemapandstevens.co.uk

Walkiesplease Ltd can help! We have a number of
year’s experience working and caring for dogs and
cats. We have a caring, local team who are all fully
insured, police checked and can be trusted to offer
an affordable option to meet your pet’s needs.

Working Long Hours?
Less Mobile?
Young Children?
Going away?
(Day Trip, Holiday, Hospital)

Doggy Day Care
Day care in the comfort
of a carer’s home,
including a walk

Dog Walking
Service
4 dogs max, a photo of
each walk

Dog boarding
Home Comforts of a
warm family home and
regular walks.

We also do pet visits for puppies, elderly dogs, cats or other small animals.
We can help you keep your Pets Happy and Healthy!!

  walkiesplease * 07546 500828 /01420 82611 *  hbswed@aol.com
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PETER CHIVERS PCS
WASP NEST TREATMENTS
DON’T GET STUNG
CALL FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE NOW

FOR ALL YOUR PEST CONTROL NEEDS:
Wasps, Bees, Rats, Mice, Moles, Cluster Flies, Squirrels,
Cockroaches, Rabbits, Pigeons, Bird-Proofing,
Emergancy Wasp Nest Treatments, Mole Trapping Specialist

 

Yoga Classes 
with Sue       

Holybourne Village Hall   Mondays  6-7.30pm 

Broxhead Pavillion, Lindford  Mon & Tues 10.30-12 
1:1s and small groups by arrangement 
 

Contact for enquiries and to book: 
07946 078559 

suetupper@btinternet.com 
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If like me, you are of a gender and generation whose image 
of the Women’s Institute is one of twin set and pearls 
ladies, swapping knitting patterns and cake recipes, then 
think again.  Having been invited to attend one of the 
Holybourne Honeys’ meetings I came away with a very 
different impression.
The Holybourne branch of the Women’s Institute is more 
than eighty years old and is perhaps, one of the oldest 
associations in the village.  While the age of members 
allowed all but one to contribute memories to a “Sixties” 
evening, there is nothing elderly about this group.  The 
oldest among their number is in her nineties but the energy 
and determination to enjoy themselves strips years off the 
ladies who make up the Honeys. There are some younger 
members and the current membership are very keen to 
welcome more young women to the group. With a current 
membership nudging on twenty but bolstered by regular 
attendees from other local branches there is a variety of 
interests and life experience that make it an enormously rich 
gathering.  The meeting I attended was a “Sixties Evening” 
and included swapping anecdotes from the sixties but also 
spending an hour or so dancing the Locomotion, Twist and 
the Swim. Remember that? Kate Sadler of “Alton Zumba” 
led the activities and the enthusiasm to dance and total 
lack of any kind of self-consciousness (perhaps because 
there were no men there?) was inspiring to watch. Member 
after member, when asked why they were there, declared 

Holybourne Honeys WI

because it was “fun”.  Companionship and fun certainly 
seemed to be the central qualities in evidence. 
The Women’s Institute is more than a fun evening once a 
month though. Concerning themselves with important social 
issues, they have campaigned and lobbied effectively on 
such issues as easy access to Credit and “Care not Custody”, 
a campaign to try to reduce the number of women 
imprisoned when support is perhaps a more effective 
option. Strong enough not to shy away from powerful 
campaigning, their late and great President Jean Johnson, 
led a battle to legalise prostitution, decriminalising the 
woman and instead shifting the focus to the male clients.  
Currently they are drawing attention to national campaigns 
on Cervical Cancer screening and the need for rural bus 
services.
There is still a welcome for activities such as a baking and 
cooking but to define the group by that would be wildly 
wrong. Regular outings, visiting speakers on a whole range 
of topics and a recognition that they offer a warm welcome 
to newcomers to the village broadens the value of this 
group to our community.  They meet a real need and they 
meet it full on. All women are welcome and contact details 
can be obtained from the poster outside the village shop.  
If you find yourself at a loose end one Thursday a month, 
then I do urge you to go along to their gatherings in the 
village hall. Go into training first though.   There’s no holding 
back with this lot.
Jerry Janes
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Outgoing District Councillor 
Glynis Watts is presented with 
a bouquet in recognition of her 
service to the village by HVA 
Chairman, David Houghton.

Holybourne Village Association
We still continue our discussions on whether Holybourne 
should apply to become a new civil parish. Currently we 
have about two thirds of the number of signatures required 
to trigger a governance review by EHDC to consider this. 
So far, we have heard from the vocal minorities on both 
sides of the debate, but we do need to hear the opinion 
of the silent majority! Please get in touch if you have a view, 
so we can properly judge the feeling of the community.
Recently, several members of the committee took up the 
kind invitation from Jessica Taplin, the new CEO of Treloars, 
to visit and discuss the college’s new planning application. 
What a wonderful institution this is, doing tremendous 
work, and we are very proud to have it in our village. While 
we are very supportive of their future ideas, we do have 
serious concerns that it includes plans to build outside the 
current settlement boundary, and we would not want this 
to set a precedent for other developments.
This year, once again at our AGM in October, the Holybourne 
Cup will be presented to a deserving individual who 
has spent time and effort working for the benefit of the 
community. We are looking for nominations of people who 
you think would be worthy to receive this award. If you 
know of someone, please send me details along with a 
brief reason about why they should be considered.
Did you know that Holybourne has a sun dial in the 
playground? It is a human sun dial, in so much as you use 
the shadow of your body as the pointer. If you haven’t 
already tried it, go along and give it a go, it works well! It 

was erected to celebrate the Millennium, and there is also 
a time capsule buried under it. This may be old news to 
many of you, but did you also know that there are pictures 
on many of the number discs? Many are quite worn and 
indistinct and some are blank, but they are fun and worth 
checking out. To encourage you to go along and have a 
look, I am offering a prize of a £20 voucher for Holybourne 
Village Stores, for a correct list of the images on each 
numbered stone. The winner will be selected by random 
draw from all the correct entries received at the e-mail 
address below by the 31st Aug 2019. Happy hunting, you 
may even find something I have missed!
Please send any comments, nominations or competition 
entries to: Chairman@holybourne.com

Presentation 
to Glynis 
Watts
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Jennie Blaber
At a time in life when many (most?) of us would be 
thinking about taking life a little easier, Howards Lane’s 
very own Superwoman, Jennie Blaber is doing anything 
but.  To celebrate her 80th year, Jennie is abseiling down 
the Spinnaker Tower in Portsmouth to raise funds for the 
Hampshire and Isle of Wight Air Ambulance. Not content 
with this, she is also undertaking a Wing Walk in aid of 
Broadlands at Medstead, which offers, through the Riding 
for the Disabled organisation, a wonderfully liberating 

experience for 

disabled children. Both causes are close to her heart but 
not perhaps quite so close as the prickly little creatures she 
befriends that wander into her garden.
Hedgehog numbers are reducing rapidly in this country, 
brought about by destruction of natural habitats and of 
course the curse of traffic. Few of us will not have seen 
the tragic bundle of fur and prickles lying in gutters but we 
probably all recognise too that what used to be a common 
sight of hedgehogs in gardens and fields is now a rare 
occurrence.  Ecologists have published figures suggesting 
hedgehog numbers declined by over a third between 
2003 and 2012 and that decline is ongoing.  Fortunately 
for the hedgehogs of Holybourne they have a champion 

in Jennie. 
“I first noticed hedgehogs having a swim in our pool 
early in the morning of a hot summer’s day. They love 
water and the greatest treat for a hedgehog is to have 
a bath.” A hedgehog house was rapidly constructed 
followed by a feeding station that allows hedgehogs 
in to feast but not cats.  A succession of hedgehogs 
have enjoyed hospitality at Hotel Blaber since the 
first pair though Jennie admits that she has no 
idea where they go once they have satisfied their 
hunger. “Hedgehogs move within a mile radius 
of their home so it is possible that many gardens 
in Holybourne are visited nocturnally by these 
delightful creatures.  Their favourite foods are 
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slugs and similar garden pests so they do us a real favour in 
visiting.  They love cat or dog food, they are carnivores, but 
please please please, do not feed them bread and milk! 
They are lactose intolerant and milk will make them very 
ill. It’s a common misunderstanding about hedgehogs and 
one that can cost them dearly.  Similarly the use of slug 
pellets can be fatal for hedgehogs when they eat slugs that 
have consumed the pellets.”
Jennie’s love of hedgehogs is matched by her involvement 
with the Riding for the Disabled based at Broadlands in 
Medstead.  Children are offered the opportunity to ride 
under the careful support and guidance of people like 
Jennie and she is effusive about the benefits she sees. 
“It is marvellous to see the children using muscles that are 
rarely used in other activities and to witness the growth in 
their confidence makes the pacing up and down beside 
patient ponies, all wonderfully fulfilling.” 

So strapped (we hope securely) to the top of a biplane, 
Jennie will experience what few of us would ever dare 
to do with the aim to raise money to assist the centre to 
continue its work and to improve the facilities for riders 
and carers.
Similarly, she recognises the vital work of the voluntarily 
financed Air Ambulance service and by the time of the 
publication of this magazine will have hurled herself 
backwards off the Spinnaker tower (all 560 feet of it) in 
support of a service any of us might need at any time.
Is she likely to be slowing down in the future? Not a 
chance.  A past volunteer for the CAB in Alton, part of a 
farming family that farmed at Kingsley until their retirement 
to Holybourne twelve years ago she and her husband 
Trevor love the village and the local environment. Oh, 
she loves the hedgehogs too.  If you’d like to assist with 
her fundraising let the Editor know and he’ll pass contact 
details on.
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Brendoncare Alton – 
nursing and dementia care 
a warm and safe environment

Purpose-built property with a home-from-home feel and accessible gardens 

Kindness, care, choice 
and community

                  
                  

Rated  

GOOD  
by the  

Care Quality  

Commission

Brendoncare Alton
Adams Way, Alton, GU34 2UU
www.brendoncare.org.uk Registered charity

no. 326508

Visitors are always welcome to look 
around the home and meet our team
For more information,  

01420 549797
or email 

 

alton@brendoncare.org.uk
please call us on 
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were no husbands.  British society was changed for ever; 
women showed they were at least the equal of men in the 
workplace and the class system was destroyed by people 
unwilling to return to their old menial existence.”
If you have never visited the sites around Ypres and the 
Somme, please do think about joining the trip. It will be an 
emotionally challenging experience, visiting famous sites as 
well as many off the beaten track that few ever find.  Watch 
the moving Menin Gate ceremony, sing First World War 
songs on the coach as you travel to the overnight hotel in 
Arras. Get involved with other participants by reading from 
the specially prepared trip guide.  It’s something everyone 
ought to do in their lives. Your children or grandchildren 
might have been, you ought to go to.
If you’d like to join the expedition, it costs £175 each. Email 
Jerry at jerrymjj@tiscali.co.uk or ring him on 01420 87010 
and he’ll let you have the details.

Jerry Janes is running the second Holybourne Battlefields 
trip on the last Thursday and Friday of September this 
year. After the hugely successful first one, he has been 
persuaded to venture to the First World War sites once 
again accompanied by a coach of people keen to see 
what it is that so fascinates about a conflict now more than 
a century away.
“There is not a family in the country who has not been 
affected in some way by the First World War”, Jerry 
explains. “Only those that survived went on to have families 
so those of us who had ancestors who fought, have drawn 
our existence from their survival.  It is right and proper that 
we pay our respects to those that didn’t survive. It’s a fact 
that until the 1960s, there were significantly more women 
in the country than men, directly as a result of both wars 
but particularly of the First. Many of us will remember 
the “Maiden aunt” generation of women for whom there 

September 
Battlefields Trip
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Tel: 01420 87654 whitehart@holybourne.com 139 London Road, Holybourne, Alton, Hampshire. GU34 4EY

Mon-Sat
8am - 11pm

Sun
8am - 10.30pm

FOOD

Mon-Fri
8am-3pm / 5 - 9pm

Sat  8am - 9pm

Sun 8am - 8pm
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Luminosa Chamber choir performed in the Church of the Holy 
Rood on Saturday 8th June in a programme of English Choral Music 
and Early Opera which was designed to raise money for the next 
phase of development of the Church, namely enhanced lighting 
and new AV equipment.  At the time of writing the amount raised 
is likely to be around £400, although this is yet to be confirmed.  
Luminosa has a special relationship with Holybourne, as it was 
formerly known as Holybourne Singers and the newly refurbished 
church is a perfect setting for a chamber choir on a summer’s 
evening.

The choir performed a range of music from early opera from 
Purcell and Handel, the popular Stanford Three motets, Elgar’s 
They are at rest, Ave Verus Corpus (Byrd) and finished off the 
evening with two beautiful anthems by Ireland (Greater Love) 
and Wood (O thou the central orb).   We were as usual directed 
by Rebekah Abbott, who herself sang a short solo. It’s lovely 
to hear her voice in concert, and a superb duet with Jonathan 
Upfold our rehearsal accompanist and director of the Young 
Voices, who himself is also a very accomplished singer.  We were 
accompanied on the organ by Richard Copeland, a well-known 
organist who lives fairly locally and who performs nationally and 
internationally.

“It was an absolute joy to hear such beautiful singing in our church” 
said one member of the audience with others making a special 
effort to pass on their congratulations on a great performance.  
The capacity audience were not only delighted by the music, but 
very much enjoyed the relaxed atmosphere and the setting for 
the event.  Rebekah has said that “the quality of the singing and 
musician ship on display was just superb”, and one choir member 
commented that it was one of the best musical experiences they 
had ever had.

What next?  Well the Chamber Choir will be joining Luminosa 
Voices at “An evening at the opera”, a concert in Petersfield 
Church on 13th July, when some of these pieces will be sung and 

Luminosa

also a recording at Guildford in June of a few selected pieces 
from the repertoire.  (Tickets available from our website)

It is certainly exciting times for Luminosa Chamber Choir.

Sue Hubbard, Publicity.  www.luminosamusic.com

Photo by Vernon Nash
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Something for everyone at 
Holybourne Theatre this season
As the building work begins in earnest, the fundraising machine 
also ramps up a few gears.  Although the outside of the new 
extension is now in place, there is lots of work inside to bring 
the space to life.  We want to complete this work as quickly, 
and to as high a specification as we can afford – so you will see 
an increase in the number of shows and activities.  Perhaps one 
might be of interest to you? 

Over summer we are running three youth workshops and 
children do not have to be a member of the youth theatre to 
participate.  The first is a two-day singing workshop covering 
West-End Musicals, running on the 7th and 8th August for just 
£40 per child.  This is followed by an acting, singing and dancing 
workshop working toward a performance on the final day of “The 
Time Machine”, this runs for three-days from 14th to 16th August 
for £60 per child. Finally, a workshop of songs from the movies 
runs 21st to 22nd August, for £40 per child.  Details of these 
workshops and the appropriate age range for each are shown 
on the website.

The Youth Theatre are currently rehearsing for “Wind in the 
Willows” in preparation for the public shows on 14th, 15th, 21st 
and 22nd of September, all at 2pm.  Tickets should be on sale by 
the time you read this article.  This is a fun show for all ages with 
Mole, Ratty, Badger and the impulsive Mr Toad whose insatiable 

Holybourne Theatre
www.holybournetheatre.co.uk

need for speed lands him in serious trouble. Individual tickets are 
£7.50, with discounts for families.

Meanwhile the adults are rehearsing a comedy about the 
horsemen of the Apocalypse, called “Crazy Horses”! Heaven is 
in chaos; efficiency has been slipping in the Department of the 
Apocalypse and, on a consultant’s advice, God has the three 
Horsemen (and one Horsewoman) swap roles.  Show dates are 
4th, 5th, 11th and 12th October all at 8pm.  Further details will 
be available shortly.

If you love music, we are privileged to have the legendary Martin 
Carthy and John Kirkpatrick on 28th September. These two leading 
interpreters of English folk traditions are long-time collaborators, 
their enduring enjoyment of performing with each other shines 
through in their performances – warm, natural and charismatic. 
Pure English folk pedigree!  And you cannot miss my personal 
favourite, ‘Head North’, returning for their fourth Holybourne visit 
on the 1st of November and I’m not even going to mention the 
Variety show on 16th November, or a brand new Dementia choir 
about to be formed…

Details of all shows are on the notice board outside the theatre, 
or on our website with tickets available either online or through 
our town box office at Wildly Upbeat Printers.  See you there.

Bob Yelland
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What is the link between the Village 
Archive and lighting in the church?
We now have wonderful new, flexible seating in the church, 
toilets, a kitchen and shiny new tiles. But the lighting leaves 
a little to be desired. However we have a cunning plan….
that will also give us all more access to the amazing resource 
that is the Village Archive.
Currently The Lawn kindly hosts and stores the Village 
Archive. This is an amazing collection of pictures, stories, 
property adverts, newspaper cutting and more, all about 
the village from its earliest beginnings. Linda Habberfield 
curates that archive, and you may well have seen her 
displays on the board at the back of the White Hart. The 
archive is open to anyone to have a look, but Linda is aware 
that it can be complicated to get at it.
So the church and the Archive are working together to 
develop a bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund. We are hopeful 
that this will fund a digital interface to the archive, in the 
church. This will be accessible to all, and of use to the 
schools so that the children can learn more about the 
history of their home.
We do have a little funding for new basic lighting in the 
church, and hope to start this work in time for winter. If 
we are successful a grant from the Heritage Lottery will 
enable us to add audio-visual and lighting effects to make 
the church an even more valuable resource for education, 
spiritual nourishment and entertainment for the whole 
village.
Helen Walters  
Follow us on @holybournechrch

Welcome to the new Rev on the patch!
Having moved into the empty vicarage at the start of June, 
the Reverend Gordon Randall has been licensed as the 
Associate Priest of the Parish of the Resurrection. Whilst 
this includes two churches in Alton and one in Beech Rev 
Gordon’s focal point will be the Church of the Holyrood 
here in Holybourne. (The Revd. Andrew Micklefield remains 
the Vicar of the whole parish). 
After taking a week in Norfolk between his previous role 
and this one to relax and get over the stress of moving, 
it’s all systems go from now on and the new man is a very 
enthusiastic advocate for the church. 
“Locally and nationally,” he suggests, “the church faces major 
challenges and my role is to find a place in our community 
and society where the Church can make a difference.  We 
cannot just swoop in on a place and expect to be accepted 
and welcomed because we are the Church.  But for me, 
Christianity is the most fulfilling, exhilarating, transforming 
experience so naturally I feel compelled to share it with 
others.”
Gordon’s delight in moving to Holybourne shines in all he 
says. “People have been so welcoming and friendly and 
even our elderly ginger moggies, Skank and Mank, are 
beginning to feel at home. Having moved from the land of 
the eternal roundabouts, (Basingstoke) our environs could 
not be more different and we count ourselves truly blessed 
to be here.”
The challenges facing Gordon and his colleagues within the 
Parish of the Resurrection are significant but not daunting to 
a man who seeks answers in all he does through prayer. 
“God will show me the way,” he says as I ask him how he 
is going to grow the congregation and reach out to some 
of the more challenging areas within the Parish of the 
Resurrection.  His background as a lay worker for the diocese 
of Winchester prepared him well for his eventual move into 

Church News the priesthood in 2011 when he was ordained.  His last 
appointment, attached to Christ Church in Chineham was 
an exciting time for Gordon and offered a very different 
ecclesiastical environment in which to find his feet as a 
priest. Working closely with other denominations, he loved 
the interaction with people of different churches but he 
knew that in due course God would call him to move on. 
Basingstoke’s loss is very much Holybourne, Alton and 
Beech’s gain.  
“Just like everyone else I’m not perfect. However, through 
my Christian faith I believe I’m work in progress, seeking to 
become more and more Christlike in the way I live.  Central 
to that and to the spread of God’s Word, is the development 
of relationships (first and foremost with God but also with 
all those around us). ‘Communication, communication, 
communication’ is the key I believe to building a strong 
community and a strong church.”
Our new Rev’s faith shines out in his conversation. If you are 
a regular attendee at the Church of the Holyrood or fancy 
just popping in to meet him, you are in for a treat. He wants 
to meet people so if you see a chap in dog collar looking 
lost in the village, please do say hello. He and his wife Ruth 
would appreciate it and who knows, perhaps you have 
always been destined to sing in a church choir?  We are so 
lucky to have the Associate Priest living in the village. Please 
do make him and his family feel at home.
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A J Robinson
Painting and Decorating

Interior/exterior painting and decorating service

Contact Allan on - Tel: 01420 89519 Mob: 07860232233

Email: ajrdecorating@aol.co.uk

Est 1989

Solar Power
Installation
Specialist

All electrical
installations
carried out

07774 479570
www.hankinelectrical.co.uk
01420 80935

Part P Compliant

www.philipcowdreyplumbingheating.co.uk
Tel/Fax: 01420 89937
Mobile: 07702 192152
Email: pcowdreyphs@gmail.com

LPG
Registered

BUILDING & PLUMBING

David C. Andrews
Building & Plumbing

Established 1967
Employing indentured and certifi ed
tradesmen able to carry out all 
aspects of their respective trades.
No job too small or too big.
Commercial, Industrial,
Domestic.

01420 84454
david.c.andrews67@gmail.com

Totalcare Pest Control
Your local pest control experts

Wasps
Rats
Mice
Moles
Flies
Ants
Fleas
Squirrels










Same day service and free on-site advice

For fast response call
Justin on 07909 527863

88 Queens Road, Alton GU34 1HX
www.tcpestcontrol.co.uk email: justin@tcpestcontrol.co.uk
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put forward of 1,500 homes on the site of Northbrook Park 
hard on the Surrey border. Although the Surrey half of the 
site is not included in the Waverley Local Plan, doubtless 
the developer has aspiration of this in the future. Our Surrey 
neighbours in Farnham have considerable concerns about 
the large scale development of Northbrook Park proposed 
in EHDC’s Local Plan. Concerning the river, it includes an 
industrial development in the flood plain south of the A31, 
albeit with a green open space alongside the river. This 
takes up valuable potential flood storage. Flooding of fields 
along the Wey as the river crosses the county boundary 
provides valuable environmental services in the form of 
flood protection for the town of Farnham. This can be seen 
clearly from a train on the raised embankment approaching 
Farnham.

Roman road river crossing
The photograph submitted to the magazine last time, taken 
from Haw Bridge looking up river, was intended to show the 
route of the Roman road river crossing in the background. 
Unfortunately, the group of cattle drinking from the river in 
the foreground proved too charismatic for the design team 
who did a clip of them, missing out the river crossing. The 
complete picture is issued here.  
The line of the road is through Vindomis Close crossing 
the river valley to emerge across Neatham Mill Lane to the 
east of Neatham Manor. Details were discovered through 
excavations.
River Wey valley looking up stream from Haw Bridge, 
Holybourne. The Roman road crossed the valley in the 
background. Photo: J Chatfield 
June Chatfield, Chair, Northern Wey Trust

This been an extraordinary year of weather blowing hot 
and cold at us, mostly cold except for some record high 
temperatures for a few days in late February and over Easter 
weekend in April. Rainfall and snow has kept up a good 
flow in the river but much plant and animal life has been 
depressed by the cold and also the long dry period in May 
when the river was augmented by flows from springs. When 
rain has come it has recently been as torrential downpours 
which compress the ground, so reducing absorption into 
the soil, and together with that falling on hard surfaces, 
it rushes over ground down roadsides and via drains or 
informally ends up in the river complete with its load of 
various pollutants. This flash flooding demonstrates our real 
need for marshes along the river valley that can store excess 
run-off and plant life that takes out some of the pollutants 
before the water returns slowly to the river. The flood plain 
along the river is traditionally grazing land also serving 
the community as water storage and flood protection, in 
modern terminology, ecological services or natural capital 
and something to be valued. The village itself is positioned 
on a high level gravel river terrace at the edge of the valley. 
Older communities had a good sense of “lie of the land”, 
a need to be near a water supply but above it for good 
drainage of their dwellings.

Local Plan
The East Hampshire District Local Plan came up for 
consultation earlier this year and whilst Holybourne has 
escaped much potential development, this is not so for 
neighbouring Binsted parish with a whole new community 

Our River
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If you didn’t know by now, England are the winners of the 
ICC Cricket World Cup 2019. It’s a great achievement and 
I’m sure everyone who enjoys watching or playing cricket 
can only admire the skill of these top-class international 
players. Unfortunately, due to the wet weather we had to 
cancel our own ICC World Cup Family Funday in June.
On the field the newly promoted 1st XI, captained by 
Harry Martin are holding their own with three wins from 
five matches played which is great start to the season. 
Rob Milner, skipper of the 2nd XI sent me his assessment of 
the season so far……”The second team has started its 13th 
(hopefully lucky for us) season. As ever the second team is 
a blend of experienced old boys and young enthusiastic 
colts. It’s a real pleasure to see names like Millard, Rhodes, 
Maddock and Milner appearing on the scorecard with 
‘Junior’ after their names, following the original father and 
sons of Taylor and Robinson. This clearly shows the strong 
roots that the club has in the village. Lots of new names 
have appeared as well illustrating the inclusive nature of 
our club and the second team is always looking to spread 
its net to capture anyone wanting to embrace the club 
motto of “ludere et guadere” (play to enjoy).
On the pitch the second team have started with 2 wins, 
2 second places and one defeat to the British weather. 

The club is also hanging on to its early days by fulfilling the 
annual early July Sunday friendly fixture against the Surrey 
Cryptics. This group of cricketing nomads are led by villager 
and Holybourne CC stalwart Richard Seekts. This throwback 
to declaration cricket ended last season with a final ball 
victory for Holybourne and it’s sure to be another keenly 
fought afternoon and whatever the result both teams are 
sure to enjoy the hospitality of the “most beautiful beer 
garden” in Hampshire.”
At the half-way stage for our Juniors it’s been a challenging 
start to the season across all the age groups and our newly 
formed girls team – for sure they are all having a lot of fun! 
What is great to see is their enthusiasm and team spirit and 
the commitment from coaches and parents to help the 
younger members of the club learn the game and grow in 
confidence. 
There is a full calendar of social events in addition to 
the Friday Night Junior Coaching Sessions so for more 
information check-out the new Notice Board at the gate of 
the sports field (big thanks to the Holybourne Sports Field 
Trust) or go online to: https://holybourne.play-cricket.com 
Peter Robinson

Holybourne Cricket Club
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Conveyancing

Commercial matters

Wills

Probate

Powers of attorney 

Divorce and family matters

Employment 

Contractual disputes

FREE initial 
appointment
on most legal mattersWhatever legal assistance you 

require we will advise and guide you with a practical and supportive service.

A fresh approach to legal services. 
We hope you like it.

Call our friendly team on 01420 544 273 or email jacqui@jcsolicitors.com   

11 High Street, Alton 
Hampshire GU34 1AW 
www.jcsolicitors.com

JC Solicitors Holybourne Parish News ad 2019.qxp_Layout 1  14/02/2019  13:50  Page 1

Free quotation and
consultation
Fully qualified and
insured
References available

Specialists in Ponds,
Water Features, Paving
and Timberwork

For all your
hard and soft
landscaping needs

Tel: 01730 601931
Mob: 07795 615526

thrivelandscapes@aol.com
www.thrivelandscapes.org

CAN'T YOU DO
ANYTHING RIGHT ?

HOME COMPUTER SUPPORT & TUITION
" My PC Home Help ! "

Friendly, Professional Support for
Windows PC, Apple Computers, iPads etc.

visit: www.myPChomehelp.co.uk

Computer Repairs, Virus Removal & Upgrades
Broadband Wired/Wireless Solutions & Setup
One To One Home Tuition for all Abilities
Smart TVs and other Home Technology

I Supply, Install & Support PCs, iMacs & iPads

Call RICHARD SIERS on Bentley (01420) 22844
enquiries@myPChomehelp.co.uk
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Cup final Photo

The season has now concluded and both teams have 
managed to fulfil their fixtures for the season
which at times has been challenging with holidays, injuries 
etc.
Our end of season party and awards night was held at 
the White Hart and also the conclusion of the infamous 
“Kangaroo Court” fining sessions. The fines accumulated 

over the season were added up and topped up by 
everyone on the night to raise an impressive total of £520 
that was donated to the “Bushy Leaze” charity. A massive 
thank you to Dave “Mad Dog” Minette for his efforts in 
carrying out the fines and to all the players that donated 
throughout the season. The cheque was presented by Dave 
and Fobby (Simon Fothergill) – newly elected chairman to 

Elizabeth Tree (vice-chair) of Bushy Leaze.
Our award winners for the 2018/2019 season:
1st Team Players Player – Michael Heffernan
1ST Team Manager Player – Kim Lydon
Reserve Team Players Player – Craig Tree
Reserve Team Manager Player – Michael Kelly
Clubman – James Robinson
We are sad to say goodbye to our club 
captain Kim Lydon who is moving out of 
the area. Kim has been a pivotal part of the 
team over the last few years and we will miss 
his commitment, leadership, passion and 
accomplished performances on the pitch. We 
wish Kim all the best for the future .
We are hoping to play our home games at 
the sports field next season and we will be 
making plans during the summer to try and 
achieve this.  We are pleased to announce 
that we have recruited another “Holybourne 
Resident” -- Ross Harvey.  Welcome aboard 
Ross .
Pre-season training is due to start on the 
21st July at the Holybourne Sports Field at 
10:30am. We welcome new players to come 
along as we continue to develop both teams. 
Our first pre-season friendly is planned for 
August 18th vs Ash.
Finally - I would like to wish all of the readers 
a fantastic summer with their loved ones and 
hope to see you all down at the Sports field 
supporting the lads from September.
Gary Magee, Team Manager  
(07464 549009)

  Holybourne Veterans’
Football Club

Dave and Simon present cheque to Elizabeth Tree of Bushy Leaze
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HOLYBOURNE VILLAGE HALL

Available for public hire, offering a
maximum capacity of 60 people, a fully-
fitted and equipped kitchen, toilet
facilities and full level access.
The hall is situated in the centre of the
village, just a few yards up Church Lane
from London Road.

HOURLY HIRE RATES
Holybourne Residents
Weekdays: £8.50
Weekends before 18:00 £10.00
Weekends after 18:00 £11.50
Non-Holybourne Residents
Weekdays: £10.00
Weekends before 18:00 £13.50
Weekends after 18:00 £18.00

BOOKING ENQUIRIES
Vickie Kemp
01420 549074 / 07737 369803
villagehall@holybourne.com

ONLINE HALL AVAILABILITY
www.holybourne.com
Select the ‘Village Hall’
Press “Click Here to Book”

The china, glass and cutlery in the kitchen are all included in the cost of the hire.
Hirers must ensure that the duration of their booking is sufficient for any setting up and clearing up. Free access to the hall cannot be given for this purpose.

Friends of Alton Station
Since the last edition, things have been slowly progressing 
on the task of preparing for the station footbridge removal 
in March 2020. There have been a lot of put-off demolition 
dates, so you might be forgiven for thinking that the whole 
thing has become something of a lost cause. However, this 
time it is for real. We know this because we have really got 
down to brass tacks, engaging our own engineers who 
specialise in removal of structures. Also, after proving 
to Network Rail that we mean business and have the 
engineering data to back-up what we are saying, we are 
now down to an achievable ‘extra over’ sum to raise to 
remove the bridge. It is now set at £35k.
We have between now and March 2020 to raise the extra 
funds needed to remove the bridge carefully. We already 
have donated funds in hand to take us a good way towards 
this target, but we do need people to step forward to 
help us make the final push. If you can afford to contribute 
towards our goal, then now is the time to put yourself 
forward - you can give through our ‘Just Giving’ page or 
pay us direct by cheque or a bank transfer.
Why, you might ask, should you make a donation? We are 
fighting a David and Goliath battle of wits, trying to save 
part of Alton’s history for posterity. It is more than just a 
bridge, as it is the last surviving Victorian timber footbridge 
over a working railway. People pay £millions to buy timber-

framed medieval houses, yet many people seem to greatly 
under-value later historic timber structures that were also 
an important part of every-day life.
Railways in particular used a lot of timber structures in the 
early days, as it was a cheap, readily-available building 
material and it made construction very quick.  As it 
happens, Alton’s station footbridge was quite late on the 
scene for timber railway structures of this kind. However, 
it is rare because only two other Victorian timber station 
footbridges exist in the UK: one in a museum in Darlington, 
one standing derelict in a disused station in Hassendean, 
Scotland. Victorian era station footbridges are also very rare 
around the world - we have only been able to find one at a 
disused station in Australia. We therefore have a historically-
significant structure that is both useful and is part of the 
historic scene for those travelling on the Mid-Hants Railway. 
Tourism has a trickle-down benefit for our local economy, 
so it’s importance should not be underestimated.
We are as determined as ever to succeed in our quest and 
we invite you to help make it happen.
Stephen Lewis, Chair of Friends of Alton Station  
www.Fr iendsOfAltonStat ion.org.uk   
www.facebook.com/f r iendsofa l tonstat ion  
w w w. j u s t g i v i n g . c o m / c r o w d f u n d i n g / a l t o n -
stat ion-footbr idge-campaign
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Waterbrook Road (off Mill Lane) 

ALTON, GU34 2UD 
 

01420 571234 

Timber | Building Materials | Paving | Fencing | Bathrooms | Hand Tools | Ironmongery | Decorating | Doors & Windows 

Bathroom 
Design 

Board 
Cutting 

Free 
Parking 

Delivery 
Service 

Expert 
Advice 

Lift to 1st 
Floor 

Trade & 
Public 

Welcome 
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High-Quality Printing

Your partner in design

01252 314765 / 01252 330683

High-Quality Design

Parish & Church Magazines . Magazines . Newsletters
Brochures . Leaflets . Calendars . Postcards
Greeting Cards . Stationery . Banners . & More

Graphic Design . Page Layouts
Photo Editing . Text Editing
Content Management

Please get in touch if you would like us
to help you to make your newsletter or
magazine make its mark.

info@imprintcolour.co.uk www.imprintcolour.co.uk

01420 594644 info@sl-design.co.uk www.sl-design.co.uk

Imprint Colour Limited,
Unit 3 Pegasus Court, North Lane,
Aldershot, Hampshire. GU12 4QP

Stephen Lewis Design Consultancy, 4 Archery Rise, Alton, Hampshire. GU34 1PG

A High-Quality
Partnership


