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BBrewery Shop & Off Licence  
  ffff   DDraught beer to takeaway from 2pints upwards   

1150+ Craft Beers from all over the world                            

HHandpicked Selection of Wines and Spirits  

GGorilla Spirits——LLocally produced Gin  

Opening Times: Mon 9-5 / Tue-Fri 9-7 / Sat 10-5 / Sun Closed 

Triple fff Brewery , Magpie Works, Sta on Approach, Four Marks, Hampshire GU34 5HN 

                  Tel: 01420 561422  /  Email: retail@triplefff.com 
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HOLYBOURNE VILLAGE HALL

Available for public hire, offering a
maximum capacity of 60 people, a fully-
fitted and equipped kitchen, toilet
facilities and full level access.
The hall is situated in the centre of the
village, just a few yards up Church Lane
from London Road.

HOURLY HIRE RATES
Holybourne Residents
Weekdays: £8.50
Weekends before 18:00 £10.00
Weekends after 18:00 £11.50
Non-Holybourne Residents
Weekdays: £10.00
Weekends before 18:00 £13.50
Weekends after 18:00 £18.00

BOOKING ENQUIRIES
Vickie Kemp
01420 549074 / 07737 369803
villagehall@holybourne.com

ONLINE HALL AVAILABILITY
www.holybourne.com
Select the ‘Village Hall’
Press “Click Here to Book”

The china, glass and cutlery in the kitchen are all included in the cost of the hire.
Hirers must ensure that the duration of their booking is sufficient for any setting up and clearing up. Free access to the hall cannot be given for this purpose.

Friends of Alton Station
It is pleasing to report that things are afoot! If you’ve been 
following the project to save the footbridge at Alton 
station, you’ll know that it has been long time in the works. 
We are now settled on the fi rst weekend in March 2020 for 
the removal of the bridge, so we and Network Rail have 
been getting our ducks in a row in preparation.

One piece of good luck resulted from an article in the 
Herald asking for some space to store the bridge after 
removal. Brant Storage, based by the Departure Lounge 
Cafe in the Basingstoke Road, came forward with an offer 
of space. As a result of this, we are currently planning to 
remove the central section of the bridge in one piece, 
using a low-loader lorry to transport it to site.

The other piece of good fortune was the offer of money 
to cover the removal costs from the Railway Heritage Trust. 
This is closely linked to Network Rail, with the purpose of 
funding the restoration of historic structures on the working 
railway. This grant, coupled with the space offered by Brant 
Storage, will mean that the fi rst phase of our project to save 
the bridge will be entirely possible.

The next stage will be to take the bridge apart. It was made 
as a kit of parts bolted together, so we should be able to 
break it down into a set of components, deciding which 
parts will need to be replaced or repaired as we go. Thanks 
to donations already made, including one very generous 

donor, we have money in hand to start the restoration 
process. We will be seeking sponsors for the timber, and 
for volunteers to help with the carpentry work.

The fi nal phase is the least certain at the moment - 
reinstatement of the bridge. Up until recently, we had the 
stated aim of replacing the bridge in its original position. 
Our tame (retired) railway engineer worked out that 
the costs of this would be too high for us to reasonably 
consider. Also, the aforementioned grant has been made 
on condition that the bridge is not put back over the 
operational railway. We are therefore working on an new 
position over Mid-Hants tracks at the station. This has not 
been fi nalised, so it is not possible to say more than this 
at this stage, but we believe that the result will be a good 
compromise for people interested in the historic nature of 
the bridge, and for Altonians who wish to see it retained.

Please do keep looking at our website and Facebook pages 
for the latest updates, and of course, in future editions of 
this magazine. If you would like to make a donation and/or 
offer your time, please do get in touch.

Stephen Lewis, Chair of Friends of Alton Station 
www.Fr iendsOfAltonStat ion.org.uk  
www.facebook.com/f r iendsofa l tonstat ion 
w w w. j u s t g i v i n g . c o m / c r o w d f u n d i n g / a l t o n -
stat ion-footbr idge-campaign
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Once again I have been meeting some truly remarkable 
people who either live or work in the village. Like many, I 
assumed the immaculate condition of the churchyard was 
down to a well-paid contractor but it is in fact the work 
of one man and a volunteer at that.  Similarly, the fact that 
we have geese and ducks on our pond is because of the 
generosity and industry of one woman who feeds them 
twice daily at her own expense. The village is indebted to 
them both but perhaps you know of someone who also 
contributes to the quality of life in the village in some way? 
If so, please do let me know.

I am drawn back to the appeal in the last issue by Richard 
Kelly for people to offer their time. Consider why you 
choose to live here and what you might do to make it an 
even better place to live and work - could you contribute? 
I’d love to see the submission of new articles on anything of 
general interest so please if there are any budding writers 
out there, do get in touch.

Predictably, I have received responses to my comments 
about vehicle-related issues in the village. Speed of vehicles 
worries people and often the culprits are parents on the 
school run. The stretch outside the pub and shop, and 
that opposite the Howards Lane junction, have become 
single lane speed tests where motorists try to get through 
the parked cars before anything approaches from the other 
direction. Pedestrians who have to cross between parked 
cars are particularly at risk. If you cannot stop in ten feet, 
you are going too fast through those areas.

The insanity of parking opposite the Howards Lane and 
Church Lane junctions drew strong comment, but alongside 
this was an appeal for understanding for those that have 
to park on the road outside their houses because there 
is nowhere else. I wonder if people complained when 
horses and carts, carriages and hansom cabs trundled 
through the village? Michael Fidler shares his recollections 
of life pre-A31 and it was worse before it got better.  Finally 
the problems of staff from the Lawn and Treloars parking on 
London Road also provoked some ire.

By the time you read this, we ‘ll be well into the Christmas 
season and heading for mid winter. Brexit continues 
to divide family, friends and the nation, so the need for 
community could never be stronger. From Kay, Vickie, 
Stephen and myself on the production team, have a 
fabulous Christmas and a successful New Year. 

Jerry Janes, Editor 
My new email address is: jerrymjj@outlook.com

4 Jan Haben: Holybourne’s “Duck Lady”
5 Village Pond: A Brief Review
6 Holybourne Village Association 
 Speedwatch
7 Councillor Graham Hill: Who am I?
9 Mill Cottage Farm
10 Andrews’ Endowed CE Primary School
12 Lessons for a (self) boat builder
15 Holybourne Honeys W.I.
17 Remembrance Service
18 Holybourne Hero: Authur Beagley
19 David & Andrea Levene: The Grange
21 Battlefi eld Tour Review
23 Luminosa
25 Treloar’s School & College 
27 Church News
29 Our River
30 Curtis Museum & Allen Gallery 
 Holybourne Archives
31 Memories of Pre-bypass Holybourne
33 Holybourne Cricket Club
34 Friends of Alton Station

In This IssueFrom the Editor

Supported by

Lynch gate for Holybourne’s church - photo by Jerry Janes

Friday 28th February 2020

Production Team
Editor: Jerry Janes jerrymjj@outlook.com

Advertising: Kay Tomlinson kay@dktomlinson.com
Distribution: Vickie Kemp vickie@fl ametip.com

Finance: Vickie Kemp vickie@fl ametip.com
Design & Layout: Stephen Lewis stephen@sl-design.co.uk

Printing: Imprint Colour Ltd www.imprintcolour.co.uk

Disclaimer
The Holybourne Village Magazine is self-funding and produced for general interest 
and entertainment. Every effort has been made to ensure that the information is 
accurate and error-free at the time of going to press. All persons names will have 
been contacted, if possible, and where appropriate have agreed to their details 
being published (see above). Neither they, the Editor, nor Holybourne Village 
Association, accept any responsibility for losses arising from the use or misuse of 
any information contained herein.

Whilst comment, contributions, news and views from people on various subjects 
are welcome and encouraged, these will be attributable to the individual (after 
verifi cation) and cannot be construed as being those of the sponsor or the Editor.

Local Councillors
Andrew Joy: Hampshire County Council 

Graham Hill: East Hampshire District Council 
 Alton Town Council

Paul Crossley: Alton Town Council

Cover Photo

Websites
www.holybourne.com
www.altonevents.co.uk

Copy Date for next issue



4 Winter 2019 www.holybourne.comHolybourne
Neatham& Village Magazine

Jan Haben, making sure our waterfowl are fed

Jan Haben 
Holybourne’s “Duck Lady”

geese that 
were donated 
to the pond by 
the Lady of Manor Farm many 
years ago and it is probably only 
due to Jan’s conscientious care that they continue to thrive.  
The Geese can’t fl y so are dependent on Jan’s benefi cence 
but that is unlikely to run out soon. 

“They are not mine but I feel like they are. I care about them 
as if they were my pets and I can never go away because 
it would be like leaving a pet unfed for the period of time 
I would be away.” 

I’m not at all sure that I could cope with the responsibility 
of caring for fi fty or so pets but as I come away from the 
pond, I refl ect once again, how blessed Holybourne is to 
have people like Jan in our midst.

Jerry Janes, Editor

Having lived in the village for more than twenty years I 
foolishly assume I know about most things that go on.  It 
was both a surprise and a delight therefore, to meet Jan 
Haben, who for the last thirteen years, alone and for some 
time before that with a friend, has twice daily fed the ducks 
and geese on the village pond.  This is, I hasten to add, at 
her own expense.

“I do it because it needs doing and I enjoy doing it. They 
need feeding, especially the geese and if they weren’t 
fed, they would leave.”  An awful lot of children that have 
fed and been fascinated by the ducks over the years owe 
much to Jan.

Her day starts at daybreak when she is to be found feeding 
corn to the geese while being observed by the fi fty or so 
ducks that make up the pond’s population.  The ducks 
are not forgotten and neither too are the two families of 
Moorhens that are fi ercely territorial so one family has to 
be fed from the other side of the pond.  As she sets off 
to walk round, she is followed by the ducks who know 
that more supplies are about to be delivered.  Some of the 
ducks are mercenary transients who disappear once the 
feed has been delivered but return in time for Jan’s next 
appearance.  Most stay at the pond however leaving only 
to mate and then return.

Jan is a fount of knowledge about the birds and tells me 
that geese can live to be forty fi ve and that our two are 
thirty and twenty respectively. The oldest is the last of six 
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2019 has been a great season for the club and there’s no 
better way to start the preparation for our 25th Anniversary 
in 2020 than with the promotion of our 2nd XI to the HCL 
Regional North East Division 1. That follows the promotion 
of the 1st XI in 2018 to the HCL County Division 4 North – this 
is a brilliant performance over two seasons with our home-
grown talent really stepping-up to the mark! Thanks to the 
coaches, parents and ground staff at the club who make 
this all possible. 

In September we held our 2019 Annual Awards and took 
the opportunity to congratulate the players who had made 
an outstanding contribution during the season.

The Junior section continues to perform well and provides 
a large number of talented players to the two senior teams. 
This year we fi elded teams in the U11, U13, U15 and U13 
Girls age groups and it was overall a positive season. In 

August we held a U9 tournament where we were joined 
by two teams from local clubs and it was a great success 
giving the very youngest of our members the chance to 
play competitive cricket. In 2020 we will hold a similar 
tournament and invite more teams to come and play. A 
date for your diary – the Junior Winter Training Sessions 
will start the fi rst or second week of January 2020 so keep 
an eye on the club website for more information: 
www.holybourne.play-cricket.com  

The highlight of the summer for cricket fans was the 
incredible victory for England over New Zealand in the 
2019 ICC Cricket World Cup – this was a nail-biting – edge 
of your seat fi nale which had the nation gripped in a game 
that could have gone either way, even down to last ball. In 
almost a repeat of this fi nal game England clinched the T20 
series victory over New Zealand 3-2 after another deciding 
“super-over” – this really goes to show what an exciting 
game cricket can be!

2020 is big milestone for the club and 25 years is a great 
achievement. There have been many players, coaches, 
parents and committee members over the years all of 
whom have contributed in some way to this success. In 
the Spring Edition of the magazine we will have a special 
feature for the club and explain a little about our history 
and plans for the future. You can also expect that in 2020 
there will be plenty of opportunities to join us on the 
Sports Field to celebrate.

May I wish everyone in the club and everyone in Holybourne 
a really great Christmas! Don’t forget that if you are short 
on ideas for Christmas presents there are lots of really nice 
sports and cricket kit available on our club shop website: 
https://teamwear.nxt-sports.com/shop/holybournecc 

Peter Robinson

Holybourne Cricket ClubHolybourne Cricket Club

YOUR FRIENDLY,
COMMUNITY OPTICIANS

Come in now or call for an appointment

Ganders Barn | Ganders Business Park
Kingsley | GU35 9LU

Sight Testing

OCT Scans

Contact Lens Fitting & Supply

Minor Eye Conditions



32 Winter 2019 www.holybourne.comHolybourne
Neatham& Village Magazine

Conveyancing

Commercial matters

Wills

Probate

Powers of attorney

Divorce and family matters

Employment

Contractual disputes

FREE initial
appointment
on most legal mattersWhatever legal assistance you

require we will advise and guide you with a practical and supportive service.

A fresh approach to legal services.
We hope you like it.

Call our friendly team on 01420 544 273 or email jacqui@jcsolicitors.com

11 High Street,Alton
Hampshire GU34 1AW
www.jcsolicitors.com

Free quotation and
consultation
Fully qualified and
insured
References available

Specialists in Ponds,
Water Features, Paving
and Timberwork

p
Wat
and

For all your
hard and soft
landscaping needs

Tel: 01730 601931
Mob: 07795 615526

thrivelandscapes@aol.com
www.thrivelandscapes.org

CAN'T YOU DO
ANYTHING RIGHT ?

HOME COMPUTER SUPPORT & TUITION
" My PC Home Help ! "

Friendly, Professional Support for
Windows PC, Apple Computers, iPads etc.

visit: www.myPChomehelp.co.uk

Computer Repairs, Virus Removal & Upgrades
Broadband Wired/Wireless Solutions & Setup
One To One Home Tuition for all Abilities
Smart TVs and other Home Technology

I Supply, Install & Support PCs, iMacs & iPads

Call RICHARD SIERS on Bentley (01420) 22844
enquiries@myPChomehelp.co.uk
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Holybourne Village Pond, - the view from the churchyard

Village Pond 
A Brief Review
In 1991 the Village Pond was emptied and 
major works, which included building the 
dam in the south-west corner and maintaining 
the island, were completed.

By 2004 however the pond was deteriorating 
- there were trees down in it, the banks were 
in poor condition and the island was eroding 
badly. After considerable efforts, it was 
established that nobody owns the pond. It 
is a village asset. The HVA therefore set up 
a sub-committee named ‘The Friends of the 
Village Pond’ to address the issues.

At about the same time one of the two 
white geese that could not fl y and lived on 
the pond died. A new white goose was 
introduced and they are both still there after 
15 years and appear to get on very well.  In 
many ways they were the fi rst Friends of the 
Pond!

Volunteers did lots of work improving the 
surrounds of the pond. The rail fence in the 
churchyard was installed and the one on the 
Church Lane side renovated. In addition a 
number of trees were pruned and the willow 
on the island pollarded for the fi rst time. We 
failed to ask for Planning Permission for this 
and were threatened with a £10000 fi ne but 
were forgiven by the council - we have not 
repeated this error!

In 2005 it was decided that it was necessary 
to rebuild the island and this would be a 
substantial expenditure. Over the next year 
the money was raised from Alton Town 
Council, EHDC, the National Lottery and 
donations from villagers. In addition we held 
a car boot sale on the Sports Field followed 
by a fund raising cricket match sponsored 
by Holybourne Cricket Club. So by October 2006 we had 
the funds for the renovation and we selected a contractor. 
However there was so much water in the pond that we 
were unable to rebuild the island until October 2007. The 
island was surrounded with posts and mesh, the structure 
backfi lled with earth, then gabion stone was placed round 
it for support . 

At the same time we installed a couple of fl oating islands 
with rolls of coir into which we set aquatic plants. These 
were to be attractive and to provide protection for 
spawning fi sh. This was not a good idea. The ducks ate 
all the plants and we ended up with what looked like a 
couple of fl oating mattresses! They were removed some 
years later.

Since these major works, the role of the Friends of the Pond 
has been maintenance. The willow is pollarded every two 

years, the island is tidied, trees which fall in the pond are 
removed or trimmed, the fences and shrubs are maintained 
and other objects (such as motor bikes) that arrive are also 
dealt with.  The only major cost was in 2013 when a large 
ash from the churchyard fell into the pond. The Church and 
the Pond Committee shared the cost of removal but we left 
part of the trunk in the water to support wildlife.

In due course it will be necessary to dredge the pond. 
The silt is building up and will need removing. This is a 
substantial job and will cost a lot of money.

The pond is a major village asset, enjoyed by villagers and 
visitors alike. It is important that we continue to maintain 
it well. I encourage anybody who would like to help to 
contact the HVA.

Nick Cane, Friends of the Village Pond 
nick.cane@btinternet.com
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The HVA meets in the village hall at 8pm on the second 
Tuesday of every month (except for August). Everyone 
who lives in Holybourne is automatically a member and is 
welcome to attend any meeting. Indeed, we have a special 
item on our agenda for any member to raise any subject 
pertinent to the village or the local community. So, if you 
have any burning issues you want to raise, or just want to 
come along to hear about current issues, please do so. We 
are always looking for new blood and new ideas!

After having spent more than a year investigating the 
possibility of Holybourne forming a parish council, it was 
agreed at our AGM in early October, that there was not 
enough support, commitment or desire from the community 
to make this a reality. We have, therefore, shelved the idea, 
and will now seek to strengthen our relationship with Alton 
Town Council, through working closely with our two Town 
Councillors, Graham Hill and Paul Crossley.

By the time you read this, two of the village’s signifi cant 
events will have taken place, the Fireworks display and the 
Remembrance parade. Hopefully the weather will have 
been kind and they will have been completed successfully 
and enjoyably. The next date for your diary is Wednesday 
18th December at 7pm for Carols round the Christmas Tree 
outside the White Hart, so I hope you will come along and 
enjoy a festive get together

Would you like us to organise more events? Any suggestions 
that are likely to be of interest to a signifi cant portion of 
the village would be happily considered. However, don’t 
forget that events do not organise themselves, and we 
would defi nitely need extra volunteers and helpers!

The Holybourne.com website is currently undergoing a 
revamp to make it more user friendly and more relevant to 

Speedwatch: 6 Years on

Holybourne 
Village Association

In 2013, I read an article in this very publication in which 
Nick Cane announced that Holybourne would be mounting 
its very own Speedwatch patrols.  At the time, my children 
were 11 and 9 respectively, and walking to and from 
Andrews’ Endowed School along London Road every day.  
I felt that anything I could do to make that journey a little 
bit safer for them would be worthwhile, so I volunteered.  
Nick did an admirable job of organising and training us all, 
and has continued to do so ever since.

Fast forward six years, and my eldest son is at Alton College 
and just starting driving lessons (!!), my youngest son is 
walking to and from Eggars every day, and I am considerably 
longer in the tooth. Most of the Speedwatch volunteers 
have been part of our friendly little gang since the very start, 
though (without wishing to sound like a vampire) we do 
need some fresh blood if we are to continue to run regular 
Speedwatch patrols. Nick has now stepped down from 
his organising role, and has volunteered me to take over.  If 
you could spare an hour of your time on a bi-monthly basis 
and would like to join us, please drop me an email.

Mary Chubb  chubbjmfw@gmail.com

the needs of the community. Watch out for more information 
about this soon. Hopefully this will become a one-stop 
shop for everything you need to know about the village, 
so please go on-line and give it a try. Don’t forget we also 
have a Facebook page as well, which we encourage you to 
like and use.

The Holybourne Cup, this year, has been awarded to 
Ysanne and Peter Legg (above) in recognition of their years 
of voluntary work and fundraising on behalf of the local 
community which was highlighted in the last issue of this 
magazine. They are very worthy winners of this award and 
we offer them our congratulations and grateful thanks.

A big thank you also to Nick Cane who has stood down 
from his roles as co-ordinator of both SpeedWatch and 
Friends of the Pond; and retiring committee members, Tom 
Yendell, Bob Page, Vernon Burford, and Charlotte Murrell. 
Your efforts have been greatly appreciated!

Please let us have your feedback and tell us what you think 
about current issues. We can only represent your views if 
we know what they are! I look forward to hearing from you.

David Houghton, HVA Chairman 
chairman@holybourne.com
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Memories ofMemories of
pre-bypasspre-bypass
HolybourneHolybourne
I was born in1947 in the old Holybourne Nursing Home 
which was situated on the corner of what is now Malthouse 
Mews and is now a private home. My mother remembered 
being pushed home to 126 in a wheel chair with me on her 
lap! I lived there for the next 26 years until 1973 returning 
again in 1986.

As long as I can remember there was a double decker bus 
service between Guildford and Winchester operated by 
Aldershot and District Traction Company, affectionately 
known as “Traco”. The buses from Guildford stopped 
outside the White Hart and the bus from Winchester 
outside no.126 next to the shop. (The bus stop sign was 
actually in the corner of our front garden).The drivers would 
swap buses there and return to their respective depots in 
Winchester and Guildford. I often remember passengers 
staring into our windows while we ate a meal as they 
waited for the changeover.

It’s almost impossible to image double decker buses 
running through the village now trying to negotiate the 
parked cards and through traffi c. Timetables would have 
defi nitely gone to pot!  The service continued until 1970 
when the Alton by-pass opened. Two stops were created 
at Neatham and Cuckoos Corner to serve the village.

Another thing I remember was the amount of traffi c that 
came through the village as this road was the main road 
from London to the South Coast. The summer months were 
the worst as vehicles were often queued from the Hen and 
Chicken public house to get through Alton and Chawton. 
The easiest way for us to get to Alton was by going via 
Brockham Hill and the Old Odiham Road on our bicycles 
as we didn’t have a car at that time.

The village also had a transport café run by the Edwards 
family situated in the vicinity of Vindomis/Pentons 
Close. Later this was a Murco fi lling station. We also had 
Holybourne Garage and its sister fi lling station opposite 
called Streamacre.  There were also two tea rooms in the 
village, one called Mapes on the junction of London Road 
and Lower Neatham Mill Lane which was run by the Palmer 
family and another on the corner of Malthouse Mew which 
was run by two sisters. Both no doubt catered for the 
London traffi c as well as villagers.

The day the by-pass opened the village was eerily quiet – 
no traffi c noise day and night, no petrol/diesel fumes, easy 
to cross the road and you could park outside your own 
house if you had a car without causing mayhem! Hard to 
imagine in this day and age.

Michael Chandler
Any other long term residents of the village like to add 
their recollections? Ed.

Holybourne in 1898

Derby Daily Telegraph 1925

Below:

Western 
Gazette 4th

September 
1925

The Courier and 
Advertiser 24th 

September 1926.                                                                                                                                            
              Prince Henry,  

Duke of Gloucester, 
was the third son of 
King George V and 
Queen Mary and a 

lieutenant in the 10th 

Royal Hussars
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HolybourneHolybourne
Archives

Curtis Museum & Curtis Museum & 
Allen GalleryAllen Gallery

Publican & Painter at White Hart
For a few years from 1924 the licence at the White Hart was 
held by Cyril Halcomb Ward (1863-1935). He took over 
management of the public house owing to fi nancial losses 
during the war.

Cyril was the son of the Rev. Charles Bruce Ward and 
Hannah Maria (nee Blagg).  He was educated at Cambridge 
University and became a professional watercolour artist 
and a member of the Manchester Academy of Art and 
of the Royal Cambrian Academy.  He was the author and 
illustrator of “Royal Gardens” published in 1912.

He married Muriel, eldest daughter of Henry Laurence, on 
June 3, 1909. Cyril was required to appear in court twice 
during his time in Holybourne, once on account of his 
wayward daughter and the second time regarding a client’s 
account (see newspaper snippets on opposite page).

In 1931 Mrs Florence Jane Wilson took over as licensee 
of the White Hart, two years later she moved to Farnham 
where she met a grisly end, but that is another story.

Cyril died four years later in February 1935 leaving his effects 
totalling £293 11s 9d to his daughter Penelope Ward.

Linda Habberfi eld  archive@holybourne.com

An example of 
Cyril’s watercolour 
paintings above, 
and the book 
itself, published by 
Longmans, Green, 
and Co. in 1912. 
This had 32 colour 
plates as well as 
“5 pen drawings” 
(garden plans).
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ALLEN GALLERY
There are no talks in December 2019.

Gilbert White and Alton 
In this anniversary year of his birth, (1720), local historian 
Jane Hurst talks about Gilbert’s Alton.  Although he lived in 
Selborne, he had many connections in the town - a sister-
in-law and two nieces lived here, he shopped at drapers 
and ironmongers and bought wine from the Swan. 

Thursday 23rd January 7.30.  Tickets £5 per person from the 
Allen Gallery.

Here’s to the Men of Alton – WW11 
Tony Cross continues his description of the War dead – this 
time concentrating on WW11.

Thursday 13th February 7.30.  FREE

Alton’s Wildlife Year in Photos
Steve Mansfi eld covers the wide range of butterfl ies, 
beetles, orchids, dragonfl ies and fungi which can be found 
within ten miles of Alton.

Thursday 27th  February 7.30.  Tickets £5 per person from 
the Gallery.

CURTIS MUSEUM
The Museum will be open during the Town’s Yuletide 
Festival on Sunday December 1st.  You can visit the shop for 
stocking fi llers and books on local history, or take a break 
from shopping and browse among the Museum’s exhibits 
– Stone Age man to Jane Austen and beyond. 

Alton papers book 
Number 23 in the series Alton Papers is now available at the 
Museum.  Articles include two on the history of Westbrooke 
House, both as a private estate in the mid-1200s, and later 
as a lunatic asylum.  Paul Fenwick has contributed a piece 
on the 1881 Census, with particular emphasis on where 
Alton people were born and on their lines of work. The 
villages of Shalden and Chawton are in this issue - David 
Lacey has written about John Lightfoot, vicar of Shalden 
from 1765-77 and a noted botanist and Fellow of the Royal 
Society, while the late Violet Hunt provides details of the 
eight Chawton men listed on the war memorial, together 
with descriptions of village life during WW2.  Finally Jane 
Hurst writes about the founding of the Jane Austen Society 
in the early 1940s, leading, in 1949, to Jane Austen’s Cottage 
in Chawton being opened to the public – by the then Duke 
of Wellington.

Alton Papers 23 costs £3 and is available from the Curtis 
Museum.

(01420 82802)  www.hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk 
Hours are Tues-Sat, Gallery 10.30 - 4.30, Museum 10 – 5
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Since May 2019 I have been the District Councillor for 
the Holybourne ward and also one of the two Town 
Councillors. Prior to 2 May 2019 I was the District Councillor 
for Whitedown and a Town Councillor for Ashdell. 

In 2014-15 I was the Town Mayor for Alton. This was an 
incredibly interesting year as Britt and I attended almost 
160 events ranging from opening new shops, inviting 
school children to the Town Hall, supporting social 
activities, Remembrance Day events and raising money 
for local charities. We can be very proud that there are so 
many excellent organisations and charities in Alton and 
Holybourne. I seemed to be in the Alton Herald every week 
so whether that increased or decreased their circulation I am 
not quite sure. The following picture is taken from my Civic 
Reception when I could thank everyone who contributed 
so much to our local communities. Britt wore her Swedish 
national costume (pictured right, with Graham).

My family and I moved to Anstey Mill Close in 1988 after 
living in Holland for three years. Our two sons, Anders and 
Nick both went to Andrews’ Endowed School, Eggars 
School and then Alton College. They still live close by 
to Alton after coming back from university. Our daughter 
Anna-Karin was born with Downs syndrome. She lives in an 
excellent special home in Lindford and we see her every 
few weeks.

Most of my career was spent in very senior positions 
responsible for international sales and marketing in several 
large telecommunications infrastructure companies. These 
companies were based in the USA, Canada, Netherlands, 
UK, Dubai and Pakistan so I did a lot of international travelling 
from home often for many weeks at a time. 

Britt comes from Gothenburg in Sweden where we met in 
the summer of 1969 when I was an exchange undergraduate 
studying physics and mathematics. We became engaged in 
1970 and we were married in Gothenburg on Midsummer 
Eve 1971. The whole ceremony was in Swedish and my 
Swedish at the time was rather limited so I still do not know 
if I said “ja” or “nej” at the correct places!!

Sweden and all things Swedish are a major part of our lives 
for Britt and I and I speak fl uent Swedish. We have been 
very active members of the Swedish Church in London for 
over 40 years. We spend about three weeks in various parts 
of Sweden on several visits every year meeting friends and 
relatives. 

We also have a lot of Swedish friends who live in Hampshire 
so we are very active members of the Hampshire Anglo 
Scandinavian Society. For 22 years we held a “Crayfi sh 
party” in our garage every August with about 40 guests 
who live in all parts of Hampshire. This is when the Swedes 
really let their hair down with special drinking songs, party 
games, consuming copious quantities of alcohol and eating 
crayfi sh which are like mini lobsters. It marks the end of the 
summer before the cold and dark winters set in.

The village welcomes back Dr Chris Everett, founder editor of this 
magazine and former Chair of the HVA and his wife Geraldine, 
alongside Alton MP Damian Hinds for the annual Remembrance 
service in the village.

Councillor Graham Hill 
Who am I?

Please contact me if I can help in any way with any 
Alton Town or East Hampshire District Council matters or 
problems. My contact details are :

Tel: 01420 86221  
Mobile:  07745837772 
Email EHDC: graham.hill@easthants.gov.uk 
 ATC:    graham.hill@alton.gov.uk
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ROOKERY
BARNS LTD

Complete your country home...

Quality, Style and Service since 1998
tel: 01420 488870 | www.rookerybarns.com

As your local barn specialist, we have designed and 
constructed over 00 oak barn-style buildings in the last 
years. We offer to take care of every stage of your project:     

� Designing your barn
� Securing planning approval if required
� Groundworks and landscaping
� Barn construction and erection
� Roofing, electrics and internal fit-out
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which, with the predominance of mature beech trees, 
makes it reminiscent of Gilbert White’s famous bostal path 
that he organised up Selborne hanger in 1780 as a more 
gentle alternative to the 1753 zigzag ascent. Chris Webb, 
National Trust staff member in charge of Selborne lands, 
also saw the resemblance and he spotted a gully that he 
identifi ed as a timber slider, where cut timber was hauled 
down the slope. 

New Year Resolution: keep a notebook
I have over 100 hard back notebooks 6 x 4 inches back to 
the early 1960s and they are so useful as biological records 
over the same time span that Gilbert White kept notes in 
the eighteenth century at Selborne. Maybe acquisition of 
a fi eld notebook and its use on your regular walks around 
Holybourne should be a New Year Resolution for 2020. The 
results could be fed into the Holybourne Village Magazine.

GW300
Next year 2020 marks the tercentenary of the birth of the 
Reverend Gilbert White of Selborne, generally regarded as 
the father of British natural history studies and author of the 
world famous classic of science and English writing The 
Natural History and Antiquities of Selborne. A website will 
be launched soon announcing Gilbert White tercentenary 
events throughout the country, including his native village 
of Selborne and I will be picking up on links between 
Gilbert White and Holybourne and the River Wey in this 
column next spring.

Dr June Chatfi eld OBE, Chair, Northern Wey Trust

The summer warm weather and drought continued into 
early October with low river levels and the Wey in the Alton 
source dry, although some other minor springs in Flood 
Meadows and the Wey bank at Ashdell Road continued 
to run for longer. Then, my fi eld note book entry for 11th

October started “Rain, rain, rain”. Surface run-off from roads 
and road drains into the river was immense. In Alton roads 
became rivers as water rushed down roads on the steep 
hills in gutters with the velocity causing most of the fl ow to 
miss interception with drains and pooling on level ground. 
Manhole covers were lifted.

Water returned to the dry sections of the river through Alton 
from surface run-off and road drains but without much 
fl ow, showing that it was surface rather than groundwater. 
When the heavy rain stops water levels in rivers soon drops. 
It takes time for rain on the surface to move through the soil 
and rocks to replenish the water table and set the springs 
fl owing again, something that happens in the early months 
of the year.

A November walk along the Wey in Holybourne showed a 
high water level in the river that was murky grey at Upper 
Neatham Mill through to Neatham Mill. The riverside footpath 
at Mill Cottage Farm was wet and here the abundant rush 
growth (Juncus spp.) indicate a near surface water-table 
level and thus negligible drainage. The foot bridge over The 
Bourne gave a view to the village of water fi lling the channel, 
racing down the meadow from the village and murky while 
it pooled and spilled over its channel between the bridge 
and the Wey, depositing soil swooped up on its passage 
through the meadow making this area murky and brown. At 
no point did I see the bottom.

Passage of autumn and advent of winter was also evident, 
not only in the cold conditions, but in the bare twigs 
of some riverside trees, particularly poplars. Vestiges 
of autumn colour remain on some other trees. Sunday 
afternoon was fi ne giving a sunset, then a full moon rising 
on the opposite horizon over the river on the fi nal stretch. 
Here it was atmospheric to see the mists rising from the wet 
ground of the riverside fi elds around the llamas and sheep.

Lynch Hill hanger
This strip of hanger woodland that is a splendid example of 
a river bluff with the Wey meandering its course through the 
fl ood plain below parallel with Mill Lane and the industrial 
estate, has come into focus in recent years due to the arable 
fi eld above being included in the Alton Neighbourhood 
Plan for employment use and two separate applicants 
receiving planning permission for access, one off 
Waterbrook Road, Mill Lane and the other off Montecchio 
Way. A fi eld meeting of the Alton Natural History Society 
was held in April 2018 to record the fl ora and fauna of 
this hanger woodland along the public footpath. The path 
starts off Mill Lane over the bridge of the Caker Stream at 
the foot of the slope and traverses diagonally up the slope 

Our River
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A J Robinson
Painting and Decorating

Interior/exterior painting and decorating service

Contact Allan on - Tel: 01420 89519 Mob: 07860232233

Email: ajrdecorating@aol.co.uk

Est 1989

Solar Power
Installation
Specialist

All electrical
installations
carried out

07774 479570
www.hankinelectrical.co.uk
01420 80935

Part P Compliant

www.philipcowdreyplumbingheating.co.uk
Tel/Fax: 01420 89937
Mobile: 07702 192152
Email: pcowdreyphs@gmail.com

LPG
Registered

David C. Andrews
Building & Plumbing

Established 1967
Employing indentured and certifi ed
tradesmen able to carry out all 
aspects of their respective trades.
No job too small or too big.
Commercial, Industrial,
Domestic.

01420 84454
david.c.andrews67@gmail.com

Totalcare Pest Control
Your local pest control experts

Wasps
Rats
Mice
Moles
Flies
Ants
Fleas
Squirrels

Same day service and free on-site advice

For fast response call
Justin on 07909 527863

88 Queens Road, Alton GU34 1HX
www.tcpestcontrol.co.uk email: justin@tcpestcontrol.co.uk
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A Day in the Life... at Mill Cottage
As I sit to write this article, I looked back to see what I wrote 
last time. I am afraid the summer article never got further 
than rough jottings due to one of the juggling balls being 
dropped! At the time we were running between one and 
three bookings a day (six days a week) with dawn starts 
and late fi nishes, full time childcare and home education 
as well as the day to day work on the farm. It’s a good job 
we have fabulous staff to help us.

By the time autumn rolls around, there is a defi nite calm 
about the place - well as calm as it ever will be! It gives us 
time to catch up on bigger jobs around the farm and also 
enjoying family days. The shorter hours of light mean work 
hours are somewhat restricted which isn’t a bad thing.

A day out, whatever time of year can be interesting. In July, 
we had a phone call whilst at a residential home to say 
the pig that was in with the boar was giving birth. We gave 
midwifery advice over the phone which included ensuring 
the boar was kept away. The boar she was with was not 
the father - a problem you get when you keep all male 
piglets uncastrated and keep them even when they are old 
enough to become active.

We are always up for a bit of a challenge and getting the 
trailers in and out of various venues is usually the interesting 
bit. Add that to a bit of London driving with extra narrow 
lanes, part time no left/right turns and a few width 
restrictions, it is hard to be bored. One challenging one 
during the summer required us to drive through one set of 
double gates off the main road, then negotiate a diffi cult 
turn in a tight space followed by a reverse through two sets 
of narrow double gates (not aligned, of course and with 
only a footpath in between them), slalom past gazebos, 
before carrying everything the fi nal 100m to where we 
needed to be. We save money by not joining a gym!

At October half term, two of the piglets from the 
aforementioned surprise litter went up to Andrews’ 
Endowed for a few months to do some digging up of 
nettles and bramble roots. They were chosen as they were 
fairly small and included the runty one which had been 
about a third of the size of the others. Within a few hours, 
we had a phone call to say both piglets were so small they 
had slipped between the gaps of the electric fencing, 
hardly noticing the ‘ping’ it must have given them. So we 
swapped them for the ‘next size up’! The two piglets up 
at the school now were born at the end of May to the sow 
that created her own leaf and twig nest in the open, right by 
the public footpath. We know many people were able to 
enjoy watching the very young piglets before the weather 
turned and the sow took them up to the shelter.

So we begin to look forward to 2020. Not only have we 
got lots of bookings already in the diary for the trailers, 
we hope there will also be lots of pattering feet on the 
farm. The ram has been in with the ewes and is now back 

Mill Cottage Farm

on nearly 11 months rest - lambing should begin on 1st 
February. Rosie and Diego the alpacas were together earlier 
in the summer so a cria is expected in the summer. And 
Harvey came to visit in September and October so we 
hope to have donkey foals next autumn.

Sarah Main

Tom, Hollie & Beth ready for a recent Medieval-themed 
farm booking undertaken for a private party
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Preparing for Founder’s Day
As the Village Magazine goes to press, we are getting ready 
for a very special Founder’s Day here at Andrews’ Endowed 
Church of England Primary School.  

On Thursday 14th November 2019 it will be exactly 300 
years since Thomas Andrews left an endowment in his 
will for the foundation of a ‘school for the poor children of 
Holybourne and the surrounding villages’.  

The entire school community will be wearing costumes 
replicating the dress of children (and adults) in Georgian 
times.  We will walk to church carrying our traditional posies 
of fl owers, processing down the driveway and pausing to 
look back at our beautiful School House.  The school bell, 
which has been recently restored, will be rung three times 
to mark each of the last hundred years.  

Our service will begin in church where we will give thanks 
for the life of Thomas Andrews and share some of the 

Andrews’ Endowed CE Primary School
information the children have been discovering during their 
recent investigation, “What is Special about our School?”  
Towards the end of the service, we will move outside 
for a fi nal blessing at Thomas Andrews’ tomb, which will 
have been dressed with the posies during the service.  To 
mark the occasion, the church bell ringers have arranged 
to peal the bells.  There will be a Rowan tree planted by 
the children at the church, and another at the school, to 
commemorate the event.  

The editor has asked us to provide a little of the history of 
the school for this edition of the magazine.  

We believe that Thomas Andrews was born in the parish. 
We know he attended Eggar’s Grammar

School, and that he was brought back to the Parish for his 
burial, which took place on 26th November.  The following 
history is gleaned from a variety of sources:

1719 Thomas Andrews leaves money in his will, signed and witnessed on 14th November, for the founding of a free 
school for the poor children of Holybourne and the surrounding villages

 “Thomas Andrews of Dagenham in the County of Essex”

 Will is signed by Thomas Andrews and witnessed by Ann Cox, servant to Mr Collier at Mile End Town;  Mary Chubb 
at the sign of the City of Norwich in Whitechapel; Henry Fryth Sir Lond Acre 11

 Will establishes a Board of named Trustees, to manage the Funds and once enough money had been raised, to set 
up the school.  A Board of Trustees still manages the Trust Fund, 300 years later.

 The Funds were to be raised from the rents on Thomas Andrews’ land and properties, including the White Swan Inn 
in Coleman Street, London.  

1721 Charity established as a legal entity.

1730 Land purchased in Holybourne from Richard Trimmer – a close at Holybourne called Henhayes, containing one acre 
with the house and schoolrooms which had then been erected.  

1740 School received its Statutes from Bishop Headley, Bishop of Winchester

1800 By this time, school taking twenty boarders.  Not taught with the Free Scholars from the villages but in a separate 
room which the headmaster had built.  Girls at this time taught in a rented cottage in the village.  

1810 Revd John George Gibson becomes Headmaster.  Has 14 children by two marriages, so no room in the house for 
boarders any more.  Artist and musician – some of his paintings are in the V&A

 At time of Comissioner’s Report there were 49 boys (29 from Holybourne, 5 from Binsted, 3 from Froyle and 12 from 
Alton) and 27 girls.  Children admitted to school only if they could read and write, and could stay until age 14.  

1812 Revd Gibson appointed Curate of Holybourne, holds both posts until his death

1814 A ‘young Gibson’ is referred to by Jane Austen in a letter to her sister Cassandra.  Jane describes a coach journey 
she took from Alton to London in which this person is taken on board ‘at Holybourn’.  He is likely to be the son of 
the school master.  

1850s (early) Listed in the County Directories as Andrews’ Grammar School.

1864 Holybourne becomes an Ecclesiastical Parish with its own vicar.  

1890   School in growing fi nancial diffi culties. Rent arrears, diffi cult to enforce payment.  Attempts made through the 
courts, proved costly.  Final attempt in early 20th Century – Trustees had to accept that rents could not now be 
enforced.  Only source of income via The White Swan.  

 School needed to accept Government help, which was diffi cult as neither the buildings nor the teaching were up 
to standard.  Eggar’s Foundation lent money to build new buildings. 

1893 School established as a Church of England Primary School through a document called ‘Terms of Union with the 
National Society’.  
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New Lectern
Back on 6th July a new and beautifully 
crafted lectern was unveiled at the 
Church of the Holy Rood. The new 
lectern is an important item from 
where prayers are offered, bible 
readings can be spoken and from 
where God’s holy word is often 
preached. 

The lectern has been gifted in 
memory and thanks for the life of 
Derek Bailey.  From the time the 
family moved to Holybourne in 1981 
Derek became involved with the 
Church, fi rstly assisting Revd Gordon 
Dowden with his monthly news-
sheet, later becoming responsible 
for the monthly journal (By the Wey) 
which was delivered free to every 
home in the village (the forerunner 
of the current Village Magazine).  
He served as Churchwarden under 
Revd. Ken Bachell, Revd. Christopher 
Ardagh-Walter and Revd. James 
Croft.  During an interregnum he rallied the village to raise 
funds to repair the Church roof and organised working 
parties both in the churchyard and inside the Church.  Derek 
was committed to improving the facilities at the Church 
(primarily to have running water inside rather than the one 
tap outside) and would be thrilled to see the building 
today.  He was a Governor at Andrews’ Endowed School 
and Chair of Governors during the planning and building of 
the new classrooms.  He faithfully served God, the church 
and the wider community of Holybourne and Alton, being 
involved with the bringing together of the Churches to form 
The Parish of the Resurrection.  At the Dedication of the 
new lectern, prayers were offered giving thanks for Derek’s 
witness to God and for the positive difference he made to 
those he encountered during his life. 

Derek’s widow, Anthea, remains a committed servant 
of the Church of the Holy Rood. Fittingly the new lectern 
was designed and hand-crafted by Derek and Anthea’s 
son, Steven. Please do visit the Church and have a look at 
the lectern which we trust will serve the Church and the 
people of Holybourne for many years to come.

New lights
With the dark evenings of winter now upon us it is with 
some relief that new modern environmentally effi cient LED 
lights have now been installed at the Church. And what a 
difference they make! They can be faded up and down, 
certain areas of the church building can be illuminated 
while other parts remain dark and outside fl oodlights for 
evening events are now in place. Huge thanks go to local 
electrician Andy Hankin who, along with his team, carried 
out the installation with good humour and effi ciency. 
Naturally this project couldn’t have happened without 

Church News help from a large number of other 
people. The generosity of donations 
that have been made and the 
planning which has taken place have 
been tremendous. Special mention 
must be made of Tim Loy who did 
a superb job voluntarily project 
managing this important venture. 

New Ways
Did you know that every Tuesday 
between 10am and 12 noon a coffee 
morning is held at the Church? The 
coffee and tea are fi rst class as is 
the scrumptious homemade cake. 
But best of all is the relaxed, friendly 
atmosphere and easy conversation. 
Why not come along and try it?  You 
would be warmly welcomed. Just 
recently we’ve also added a short 
time of prayer to the last 10 minutes. 
Feel free to join us – just pop in, be 
it for 10 minutes, 60 minutes or the 
whole time, whatever suits you. 

New Church@4
‘Church@4’ now takes place at Andrews’ Endowed School 
on the last Sunday of every month. Why not come along 
and enjoy this very relaxed and informal service with songs, 
crafts, biscuits, fruit, tea & coffee, prayer and fun?  It is for 
every one of all ages and it’s free. People begin to arrive at 
3:45 pm and the service starts at 4 pm and last about 45 
minutes.      

New music 
As well as singing hymns accompanied by the church 
organ we now have a new music group playing at alternate 
Sunday services. This includes a keyboard, fl ute, guitar, 
drums and vocals. In addition, much of the service is 
illustrated on to a screen making it easier to follow. We have 
a service most Sundays starting at 9:30 am. Do come along 
and stay for a chat afterwards with coffee, tea and cake 
keeping you going before your Sunday lunch.

And fi nally…
Please join us for our December Christmas services:

22nd  Carol Service starting at 6:30pm 
A wonderful opportunity to sing favourite carols and 
afterwards enjoy a glass of mulled wine & mince pies.

24th Crib Service starting at 4:00pm 
Come along dressed in your favourite nativity costume. 
This fun relaxed service will also include a visit from 
two of our local donkey friends!

24th Midnight Service starting at 11:30pm 
A refl ective service of Holy Communion that celebrates 
the birth of our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

25th Christmas Day Holy Communion starting at 9:30am.

And remember … “Jesus is the reason for the season”!
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1916 Alteration to the scheme regulating Andrews’ 
School under the Charitable Trusts Acts 1853-94

 Scheme determined the structure of the Governing 
Body of the Foundation of Trustees.  John Fowler 
Complin of Holybourne, Farmer, is named as the 
person who will convene the meetings

 Scheme allows for a yearly sum of £110 to be 
drawn from the Foundation income to support 
and maintain the school.  

 Scheme also allows for up to 20 pounds to be 
spent annually in apprenticing poor boys on 
leaving the school, and a further 20 pounds in 
providing clothes for poor boys and girls attending 
the school.  

 A ‘schedule of property’ at the back of the 
document indicates that the potential Gross Yearly 
Income generated by rents on land owned by the 
endowment amounted to 290 pounds, 18 shillings 
and 11 pence (around £25,000 in today’s money!)

 The schedule of property lists the following 
buildings and their tenants or persons liable:

 School Site and buildings at Holybourne

 Teacher’s residence, occupied by the Headmaster

 White Swan Public House, Coleman Street, London  
(Lion Brewery)

 Manor and demesne lands of Haddeham, Bucks 
(Wenman Aubrey Wykeham-Musgrave)

 Fee-farm rents payable by tenants of said manor (Customary tenants)

 Spital Mills and lands; a meadow called Neatherstreet Mead, and two closes called Water Close and Picked close, 
in the Parish of Alton (Spicer Brothers)

 Fee-farm rent issuing out of Guildford Marshes, and other lands in East Guildford, the advowson of the Church 
of East Guildford, windmill and lands in Rye and Playdon, all in the county of Sussex, and a tenement called the 
Beerhouse of Salcote.   (Earl of Winchilsea and Nottingham) 

 Few improvements carried out during the interwar years – school and house became dilapidated and out of date.  

1956 Sanitary Inspector reported on “scandalous conditions at Holybourne School”. Plans were already in hand for 
improvements at the time of the report.  

1957 New block of buildings dedicated by Bishop of Winchester

1969 ‘Infant block’ built and dedicated on 250th anniversary of the setting up of the charity

2007 Schoolhouse refurbished and returned to school use – providing offi ce space, library and additional teaching and 
learning spaces

2009 False window restored – lath and plaster project

2011 17th March, offi cial opening of two new classrooms for EYFS and Year 1, by the Bishop of Basingstoke, the Rt Revd 
Peter Hancock

2016 Hall and two toilet blocks refurbished, complete electrical upgrade

2019 School House Roof replaced, Bell Tower and School Bell refurbished

 EYFS outdoor area expanded and Adventure Playground installed

2019 School celebrates its Tercentenary, marking 300 years since its Foundation

We will continue to research and discover more of the 
school’s fascinating history as our Tercentenary Year 
progresses.  We look forward to sharing some of this with 
you at a special event we are planning.  On Saturday 11th 

July 2020 we will be holding an Open Day and Summer Fair 
where there will be a chance to see some of the children’s 
work and delve into the school’s archive.  Please save the 
date and come and join us.  More information will follow. 

Mrs Maria Lloyd, Headteacher
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Lessons for a
self (boat) builder
This all started in 2004 when my friend Mike Millerchip 
and I chanced upon an abandoned 34 foot racing trimaran 
“Triple Fantasy” on Hayling Island. After much enquiry and 
patience was expended, it was suddenly and unexpectedly 
ours for the princely sum of £500!

Twenty months later, 4,000-man hours in and after £16,000 
had vanished from our various bank accounts, we were in 
Plymouth at the start of the 2006 Round Britain & Ireland 
Race. Even more remarkable was that we succeeded in 
limping round (albeit resorting to a few unoffi cial ports 
of refuge; Hartlepool and Brighton) and eventually getting 
back to Plymouth in one piece. Our elapsed time was 
almost certainly bettered by some of the Spanish Armada, 
but we still felt a great sense of achievement and, in my 
case, also a nagging unease that maybe we could have 
done better.

Life intervened (lots of it) and we sadly we sold “Triple 
Fantasy” and dreams of a repeat effort were ‘parked up’ 
although never quite extinguished.

One evening after too many beers with my brother 
Malcolm (designer and builder of the fastest sailing boat in 
the world – Sailrocket 2) an idea formed that I should build 
my dream trimaran and have another go at the RB&I in the 
best possible boat we could create. And so, our trimaran, 
codename ‘Nimbus 30’, was conceived.

Now Malcolm, even before his ultimately successful 
Sailrocket crusade, had been building multihulls since he 
was sixteen so with forty fi ve years of experience to draw 
on, I was convinced we could do it. When I say ‘we’, I 
suppose I was thinking he could design it and I could build 
it – like a big “Airfi x” kit of parts maybe? 

Later sober refl ection had mildly dampened the initial 
blinding enthusiasm, so we talked some more and 
suddenly Malcom was emailing me technical drawings and 

I had bought 12 sheets of plywood, 25 kg of epoxy resin 
and a 50m2 wedding marquee to build it in!!

Had I built a boat before? No. Was this an issue? Pass. Did 
I have any carpentry skills? Objectively, none.  Fortunately 
I am possessed of a wonderful wife called Mary whose 
middle name really is “Patience” and getting yourself one 
of these is pretty important too.

At 30 months in and hoping to launch next summer, I 
can summarise some things I have learnt along the way 
which may be of help to anyone contemplating a similar 
endeavour and above all encourage you to have a go.

These then are the cardinal rules or things I wish had known 
before I started:

1. Do not build your boat in a wedding marquee – they 
are designed only for weddings (in summer) and should 
be set on fi re like an unwanted Glastonbury tent after 
the event as it will not do more than one…. Go for a 
polytunnel or a decent shed. Nothing else will do.

2. With the advent of composite materials and a simple 
plywood hard chine construction, you do not need any 
carpentry skills just a jigsaw, the lightest angle grinder 
you can get and hundreds and hundreds of abrasive 
discs. Most shaping will be done by eye and gaps fi lled 
with resin where you go a bit wrong.

3. Spend a bit of time sourcing the cheapest supplies, it’s 
worth it. 

4. Put the word out with friends and acquaintances telling 
them what you are doing and what you need - this is 
assuming, like me, you are building a boat that is going 
cost you three times more than you can sensibly afford.  
Although you might fear you will bore your friends with 
the latest update of ‘how it’s going’, perversely, the exact 
opposite seems to be true; the more they learn the more 
they are convinced you are completely mad and need 
all the help you can get!! 

5. Get your partner on board from the start or you might be 
sailing off in a permanently solo capacity! This will involve 
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Contact Town & Country today.

Town & Country is a trading style of T & C Cars Limited and is a credit broker not a lender.

Model shown: Vitara 1.4 Boosterjet SZ5 manual including dual tone paint (£800) available at £23,299 on the road. Fuel economy and CO2**
results for the Vitara 2019 range Mpg (l/100km): Combined from 44.8 (6.3) to 52.3 (5.3). **CO2 emissions: 143g/km to 121g/km. The fuel
consumption you achieve in real life conditions and CO2 produced will depend upon a number of factors including the accessories fitted
(post-registration), variations in weather, driving styles and vehicle load. **There is a new test used for fuel consumption and CO2 figures.
The CO2 figures shown however, is based on the outgoing test cycle and will be used to calculate vehicle tax on first registration. Only
compare fuel consumption and CO2 figures with other cars tested to the same technical standard.

*0% APR and No Deposit available on all Vitara models. Hire Purchase product available on 0% APR over 24-36 months. Personal Contract
Purchase product available on 0% APR over 25-37 months. Offer is available from participating Authorised Suzuki Dealers only. Offer cannot be
used in conjunction with any other offer unless otherwise stated. Credit is available to UK residents aged 18 years or over, subject to status, from
Suzuki Finance, a trading style of Suzuki Financial Services Ltd, St. William House, Tresillian Terrace, Cardiff, CF10 5BH. This offer is subject to
availability and Suzuki Financial Services Ltd reserves the right to withdraw or amend this offer without notice or prior warning. Suzuki Financial
Services Ltd, part of Lloyds Banking Group. Offer correct at the time of being published. Excludes Channel Islands and Isle of Man.

Request a test drive today

Town & Country Cars
165 London Road, Holybourne, Alton, GU34 4HA, 01420 82288

cars.suzuki.co.uk/dealers/town-country-cars-alton

This term four College students have started a Supported 
Internship, which is a one-year programme aimed at 
students whose intended destination is paid or voluntary 
work, part-time or full time. Interns attend a work placement 
for 2-3 days per week supported by our Job Coach 
Charlotte Warwick, who helps the interns to settle in and 
monitors them throughout the duration of their placement. 
When students are not at their place of work, usually for the 
remaining two days, they follow an individualised timetable 
linked to their aspirations and areas they need to develop. 
This includes a strong focus on transition planning.

The Dummer Fair, kindly sponsored by Savills, was held in 
October. It is an annual fundraising event and fi rm favourite 
for many shoppers across Hampshire, Surrey and Berkshire. 
It is held over two days at the Dummer Cricket Centre with 
a wide selection of artisan and independent businesses, 
ranging from crafts to food, clothing and gifts. This year it 
had over 1200 attendees. The Fair was offi cially opened by 
the Mayor of Basingstoke and Deane, Cllr Diane Taylor. All 
the profi ts from the Fair are donated to Treloar‘s.

On 30th October we were delighted to host our annual Art 
Lecture where we welcomed Oliver Everett, a renowned 
lecturer and Librarian Emeritus of the Royal Library, Windsor 
Castle. Educated at Cambridge University, Everett was also a 

Treloar School & College

former Librarian and Assistant Keeper of the Royal Archives 
and Assistant Private Secretary to the Prince of Wales, 
1978-80; and Private Secretary to Diana, Princess of Wales, 
1981-83. He enthralled an audience of over 100 guests as 
he explored two great collectors of art and one dastardly 
disperser: Kings Charles I & II and Oliver Cromwell. Guests 
also enjoyed the chance to purchase some of the fantastic 
array of Treloar’s Christmas gifts and try their luck with the 
raffl e which was generously coordinated by the Art Lecture 
Committee.

Our plans for continued investment in the Holybourne 
campus include the creation of a new Life Skills Centre, 
staff accommodation, and revamped horticulture training 
centre - all within the existing site. These much-needed 
facilities will enable us to meet the changing demand for 
our services so that we can continue to help physically 
disabled young people to achieve their aspirations.  We are 
currently waiting to hear back from East Hampshire District 
Council regarding our application for planning consent. 
Thank you to everybody who has helped to raise funds for 
the provision of these special places.

If you are interested in fi nding out more about Treloar’s 
upcoming events or would like to run your own event in aid 
of Treloar’s, please get in touch on 01420 547447 or email 
events@treloar.org.uk. If you are looking for a challenge for 
2020 we also have various spaces available in a wide range 
of active events from the London Marathon to Ride 100, so 
you can run, walk, bike or hike in aid of Treloar’s!

Oliver Everett with a painting of Charles I

Treloar’s Dummer Fair committee at the two-day fair
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We have expanded to fulfil our customers needs

• Servicing
• Air conditioning servicing and re-gas
• Main dealer standard fault diagnostic equipment
• Brakes
• Cam-belts
• Tyres & wipers
• Exhausts
• Batteries

• Clutches
• All makes & models  undertaken
• Free courtesy car
• VW Kombi van specialist

01420 474541
www.brandautos.co.uk | enquiries@brandautos.co.uk

8 Kingsley Business Park, Kingsley, Hampshire, GU35 9LY

MIKE GARWOOD
AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERS

T: 01420 84458    F: 01420 88594 www.mikegarwoodltd.co.uk
Shelleys Barn, Shelleys Lane, East Worldham, Alton, Hampshire, GU34 3AQ

Generators 1-120KVA

ATVs & Mules

Deisel Engines
Collection or Mulching systems

Electic, battery & petrol:
Chainsaws, Blowers,
Strimmers, Shredders,
Hedgecutters
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initially promising a four-poster bed, chest freezer and 
en-suite bathroom, etc. but this will sort itself as the 
build progresses and the partner realises it will have to 
be a generous bunk, a cool box and a Potterton ‘Porta 
Potti’ respectively. 

6. If you can, build at home – yes, there are challenges (noise 
for neighbours, transport, access, space, destruction of 
‘the garden’) but all these pale into insignifi cance when 
you consider that when building at home there is no free 
time is too short, that you cannot progress something on 
your boat build. There may be days when you are sick 
of the sight of it and if all you do is a tidy up and stock 
check but even then, it all helps to keep it moving.

7. Keep a sense of proportion – or you will go mad, sink 
into deep depression or set fi re to the boat in a fi t of 
pique. How to do this? We are all different and perhaps 
I am fortunate because I still work for myself and after a 
diffi cult day at work (and there are always some) coming 
back and working on the boat seems like a holiday and 
a mental refuge.

8. Which brings me onto health and safety. Do you need 
it? What is it? To tackle such a project, you necessarily 
must have a completely cavalier attitude but this does 
need to be tempered and occasionally allied with 
some prudent planning to avoid your premature death 
or maiming, partial or wholesale. Unlike death, any sort 
of maiming is a massive problem and might stop the 
boat build altogether which would be especially bad 
and means you have failed and have to live with your 
failure. So, I try and tread a median line. No, there are 
no risk assessments or method statements but yes, I 
do wear earmuffs for power tools, a good face mask 
when grinding or power sanding and unplug my tools 
when changing blades and discs, etc. These simple 
precautions are sensible but won’t stop the occasional 
bad things happening. What I would say is don’t rush at 
anything and don’t carry on when you are overly tired.  

9. Now here is one more thing you absolutely need to 
know – never ever polish, varnish or titivate anything 
during the construction. Should you fall into this trap 
(and who doesn’t love the look of gleaming brass and 
varnish) you will never fi nish the build and after your 
premature demise (stress of project completion?) your 
wife will sell your boat on eBay for the price of just one 
of the brass portholes you so lovingly polished. Just 
check out eBay or Gumtree for ‘unfi nished projects’ and 
you will realise the wisdom of this strict ‘stick to basics’ 
approach. 

By the time we a launching I am sure there will be more 
handy tips to pass on but, in the meanwhile,  I hope 
whatever you are dreaming of building this may inspire you 
to have a go – what is the worst that can happen – you’ve 
just got a pile of very expensive fi rewood? 

If it fl oats then you have made a boat, and all should bow 
before you!

Mike Barnsley
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Providing quality tuition in your local area.
English, History, French and German

- All ages and levels -

Alton Language Workshop

www.altonlanguageworkshop.org
info@altonlanguageworkshop.org

The Thorne Family
at

KEMP & STEVENS
Funeral Directors

Robin Thorne Dip FD LMBIFD Gill Thorne Dip FD LMBIFD
Michael Thorne Dip FD LMBIFD Geoff Thorne MBIE Dip FD LMBIFD

Independent family-run Funeral Directors andd Monumentall Masons

93 High Street, Alton, Hampshire GU34 1LGG 014200 83177

info@kempandstevens.co.ukk   www.kemapandstevens.co.uk

Walkiesplease Ltd can help! We have a number of
year’s experience working and caring for dogs and
cats. We have a caring, local team who are all fully
insured, police checked and can be trusted to offer
an affordable option to meet your pet’s needs.

Working Long Hours?
Less Mobile?
Young Children?
Going away?
(Day Trip, Holiday, Hospital)

Doggy Day Care
Day care in the comfort
of a carer’s home,
including a walk

Dog Walking
Service
4 dogs max, a photo of
each walk

Dog boarding
Home Comforts of a
warm family home and
regular walks.

We also do pet visits for puppies, elderly dogs, cats or other small animals.
We can help you keep your Pets Happy and Healthy!!

  walkiesplease * 07546 500828 /01420 82611 *  hbswed@aol.com

Ca l l  Peter  Ch ivers  on : 01256 389124
O r  M o b i l e :  0 7 8 0 3  0 9 6 6 4 2
B P C A  M E M B E R  -  F U L L Y  I N S U R E D
9  S T E N B U R Y  D R I V E ,  P R E S T O N  C A N D O V E R ,  B A S I N G S T O K E
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PETER CHIVERS PCS
WASP NEST TREATMENTS
DON’T GET STUNG
CALL FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE NOW

FOR ALL YOUR PEST CONTROL NEEDS:
Wasps, Bees, Rats, Mice, Moles, Cluster Flies, Squirrels,
Cockroaches, Rabbits, Pigeons, Bird-Proofing,
Emergancy Wasp Nest Treatments, Mole Trapping Specialist
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Concert 28th March 2020
Luminosa Voices will have a spring in their step and their voices 
this Easter as they celebrate their ten-year anniversary with a 
concert at the magnifi cently-refurbished All Saints Church, 
Odiham. The programme features music from composers who 
have all drawn on inspirations from the past for their text. Vaughan 
Williams’ Five Mystical Songs, based on the devotional poetry of 
the seventeenth century Welsh-born poet and Anglican priest, 
George Herbert, are a fi tting musical prelude to Easter: opening 
with simple, direct, intrinsic spirituality and fi nishing with the 
majestic Antiphon, “Let all the World in Every Corner Sing”.

Continuing the spirit of joy, re-birth and all things new, the Choir is 
honoured and excited to be performing the large-scale Da Vinci 
Requiem which was composed by Cecilia McDowall for the 500-
year anniversary of the artist’s death in 2019 and performed only 
once before in the same year at its premier in May at the Royal 
Festival Hall, London by Wimbledon Choral Society, under the 
baton of  Neil Ferris. Composed from Leonardo’s Notebooks and 
his refl ective and penetrating insights into the nature of mortality, 
this work sheds new light on familiar requiem texts through 
its palette of light and shade and textural detail. The piece is 
powerfully communicative and will be conducted by Rebekah 
Abbott, Artistic Director of Luminosa, and accompanied by 
Michael Higgins, organist. The evening will be introduced by a 
thrilling and rare chance to hear from the composer herself, with 
a pre-concert talk by Cecilia McDowall. 

Luminosa are also delighted 
to be commissioning Salve 
Deus, Rex Judaeorum, an 
Easter Cantata, by Alison Willis 
(pictured left), who is bringing 
to life the work of Aemilia 
Lanyer (1569–1645), one of the 
fi rst Englishwomen to publish a 
volume of original verse at a time 
when there was still suspicion 
of women’s work in print. The 
poem is a daring version of 
the story of Christ, told from a 

female perspective. The cantata takes as its focus Pilate’s wife 
who, according to Matthew 27.19, tried to dissuade her husband 
from ordering Christ’s death. This moving and compelling piece 
is a synthesis of choral clarity, striking chords and harmony. Its 
composer, Alison Willis, is already a feted composer, having 
been commissioned by the London Concert Choir to compose 
A Light Not Yet Ready to Go Out for Breast Cancer Now and Non 
Omnis Moriar for the BBC Singers. The Choir are also lucky that 
Alison sings as an Alto with Luminosa Voices and is accompanist 
to Luminosa Young Voices, the youngest of our family of choirs. 

With dynamic and robust direction by Artistic Director and 
Conductor, Rebekah Abbott, the addition of high-quality 
instrumentalists and soloists, and motivated by a shared 
philosophy of collective music making, the Choir has enjoyed 
consistently enthusiastic responses from audiences over ten 
successful years. Luminosa looks forward to performing these 
vibrant pieces at Easter, with its focus on spiritual celebration 
and human growth, in the beautiful setting of All Saints Church, 
Odiham on Saturday 28th March (pre-concert talk by the 
composer at 6.30pm and concert at 7.30pm).

Luminosa

The choir is grateful for the sponsorship of BaByliss which enables 
us to offer tickets at just £15. These will be available via email 
boxoffi ce@luminosamusic.com. From 18th February tickets will 
be on sale via www.ticketsource.co.uk/luminosa-music and at 
local venues, to be confi rmed (see our website).

And as if that little lot wasn’t enough to look forward to, on Sunday 
1st March, Luminosa is delighted to invite choral singers to join 
them in their ‘Come and Sing’ workshop when Vaughan Williams’ 
Five Mystical Songs and movements from McDowall’s requiem 
celebration will be rehearsed during the day and subsequently 
performed in the evening. The day will be led by Neil Ferris, 
the choir’s patron and choral director of the BBC Symphony 
Chorus. Participants will have the opportunity to develop singing 
techniques and to experience Neil’s inspirational and unique 
choral leadership style.

The ‘Come and Sing’ event will take place on Sunday 1st March 
2020 in Alton Assembly Rooms. Rehearsals will take place 
from 10am until 4pm (with lunch from 12.00-1.00pm) The 
performance of extracts from Vaughan Williams’ Five Mystical 
Songs and McDowall’s Da Vinci Requiem will take place at the 
Assembly Rooms at 5.00pm.

For ticket details, please check our website www.luminosa.com  
or email boxoffi ce@luminosa.com

Photos by Vernon Nash
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Tel: 01420 87654 whitehart@holybourne.com 139 London Road, Holybourne, Alton, Hampshire. GU34 4EY

Mon-Sat
8am - 11pm

Sun
8am - 10.30pm

FOOD

Mon-Fri
8am-3pm / 5 - 9pm

Sat  8am - 9pm

Sun 8am - 8pm
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Merry Christmas 
from Holybourne Honeys!

Christmas Ritual                                                        

Oh no it’s old loudmouth, and he’s knocking at my door 
“Do come in” says my wife, what she do that for?

I’m taking out my Sauvignon Blanc to put it in the shed 
I’ve got some cheap plonk in the fridge, he can drink that 
instead!

“Still driving your old Ford?” he says, 
“I’ve just brought a brand new Merc” 
I smile at him politely, but think, ‘you stupid berk’!

“Auto ignition, twin carb”, yes he’s still droning on 
I slip into another world, one where he is gone! 

Wife’s handing round the nibbles, “Shall we play a game?”
“Can’t stay long calls to make” Oh dear what a shame!

My ears prick up on that, and I come back to life 
“Oh go on, just a quick one”. Says my darling wife!

“Here get Tom another drink.” She’s handing me his glass 
Ok I’ll get you one more, but please don’t make it last!

“We’re having a party for New Year, if you would like to come.”
Wish wifey would stop doing that, inviting everyone!

“I’m in Italy for New Year, exclusive resort” 
“Don’t hurry back, there is no need.” I hastily retort

She’s looking at me daggers, but I don’t really care 
It’s my season to be merry, with not my wine to share!

“Off to Hayling Island again”? He’s asking with a smirk 
“Actually we’re off to Mauritius.”  You jumped up little jerk!

“Have a brandy to warm you” says wifey, “Can you get one Jack?”
I’m searching in the cupboard; I’ve a cheap one in the back!

“Well, I really must be off now; I’ll see you in New Year.” 
Not if I see you fi rst thinks me, you are not drinking all my 
beer!

“You’ve always been a good mate, I can always rely on you.”
Why not drink me out of house and home, like you usually 
do!

Glad that he has gone now, so I can just relax 
There’s a knocking at the door … please don’t say he’s 
back!!

Jacqueline Thompson        Christmas   2019

Look out for our new 2020 programme on village notice 
boards. Visitors welcome on the third Thursday of the 
month £4/ £5 depending on the event.

holybournewi@gmail.com

hat

e?”

Holybourne Honeys WI
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Cot and Vimy, and by contrast, the tiny cemeteries that 
nestle in copses and meadows, where men (boys really) 
were buried where they fell.   Their youth:  18, 19, 20 years 
old; innumerable white stones lined up like armies, quietly 
reminding the visitor that a generation  was lost because of 
(to quote Harry Patch) a family argument.  Standing before 
these graves, I felt a weight of responsibility and privilege 
that as a mother of a 23 year old in peacetime I could stand 
where their own mothers probably never could. 

Thank you, Jerry, for this superbly researched experience 
of a lifetime, which you organised and led as if we were 
family.   

Carol Rickaby
Ed: I would love to run a trip in 2020. If you haven’t joined 
us, yet, even if you have been before, please do think about 
it. Email me and I’ll provide you with the details.

I’ve wanted to visit the battlefi elds and cemeteries of 
WW1for many years since tracing my family history and 
discovering that my grandmother’s fi ancé joined the Artists’ 
Rifl es and died on the Somme in July 1916.  She kept photos 
and a tiny brooch he made in the trenches from a safety pin 
and centime, which I still have.  My grandfather, one of the 
few men left after the carnage, lost a cousin whose name is 
commemorated on the Menin Gate.  Finding this was one 
of the highlights of the tour.

Our tour organiser and guide Jerry has a comprehensive and 
impressive knowledge of WW1 and the area, and he was 
able to make the history come alive in his descriptions of 
the Somme offensive.  I particularly remember standing on 
Hill 62 looking across fi elds at Ypres with Jerry describing 
the utter apocalyptic carnage of Passchendaele and the fact 
that there are, as a result, no buildings or trees older than 
a century.  He took us to a cemetery to show us the oldest 
man killed at age 67 (who hailed from my home town), 
who had joined up to be with his sons. Coincidentally 
about fi ve yards away I found the grave of my father-in-law’s 
uncle, age 19 of the Seaforth Highlanders.   The ceremony 
at the Menin Gate was beautiful, strangely enhanced by 
the autumn rain, and to lighten the mood, we had time to 
visit the chocolate shop where Jerry is clearly well known 
(thanks for the discount).

The packed itinerary took us from Ypres to Arras, to Tyne 
Cot, Langemark, the Devonshire cemetery, Lochnagar 
Crater, Vimy, and many more sites; to museums brim-
full of sadness. There were letters between soldiers and 
their families, photos of lost youth and, saddest of all, 
the execution cells where men were shot for the crime of 
being frightened. Jerry provided a reading for members 
of the group to recite at each site, poems and personal 
accounts of the war, a lovely gesture, I thought.  How I got 
through mine, I’ll never know, but I felt that the families of 
the lost might have derived some comfort from knowing 
that their loved ones’ resting places are still looked after so 
respectfully.

There is no preparation for the sheer enormity of the 
devastation.  The breath-taking size and majesty of Tyne 

Battlefi eld Tour 
Review

www.MillFarmOrganic.com

Tel/Fax: 01420 22331
Open: Wed– Sat 9am-5pm
Isington Nr. Alton GU34 4PN

Farm Shop
& Cafe

Organic Beef , Lamb & Pork
Meat Boxes from £59
Fresh ‘Artisan’ Bread, Fruit+Veg

Local Hampshire
produce
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Brendoncare Alton – 
nursing and dementia care 
a warm and safe environment

Purpose-built property with a home-from-home feel and accessible gardens 

Kindness, care, choice 
and community

                  
                  

Rated  

GOOD  
by the  

Care Quality  

Commission

Brendoncare Alton
Adams Way, Alton, GU34 2UU
www.brendoncare.org.uk Registered charity

no. 326508

Visitors are always welcome to look 
around the home and meet our team
For more information,  

01420 549797
or email 

 

alton@brendoncare.org.uk
please call us on 

call:01420 561661

BLOCKED DRAIN?
PUMP PROBLEMS?
TANK NEED EMPTYING?

EMERGENCY CALL OUT24/7
www.altonpumps.com

We’ll keep you flowing

Pump  Supply

Pump Servicing

Blocked Drains

Drain Repair

Septic Tank Empty*

Treatment Plant 
Installation*

Are you rea dy for  the S eptic 

Tan k & Soakaway regulation 

changes for 2020? 

Call us today to discuss your 
requirements. 

17www.holybourne.com Winter 2019 Holybourne
Neatham& Village Magazine

Remembrance Service
Our annual Act of Remembrance in Holybourne is to pay 
our respect for all those whom have fallen in the Service 
of their country.  We remember - with humility - the great 
courage and ultimate sacrifi ces that were made, not just in 
this war, but in every war and confl ict where our service 
personnel have fought on our behalf to ensure our liberty 
and freedom that we enjoy today.

As acknowledged in June this year, through commemorative 
ceremonies across the country and France, to mark the 
signifi cant events 75 years ago (Operation Overlord), 
our Remembrance theme this year was ‘Community 
Remembrance’.  Operation Overlord was the code name 
for the Normandy invasion, the largest seaborne invasion 
in the world to liberate Occupied Europe.  1944 marked 
a tide of Allied victories, from Cassino, Kohima, Overlord 
and the exploitation towards Berlin, to end the second 
world war. 

In the opening address, Major Stratta drew attention to the 
pictures of the ‘Flower Children’ on the Orders of Service.  
These Dutch children passionately refl ect the gratitude and 
appreciation of the selfl ess sacrifi ce 75 years ago, of the 
Allied attempts to end The Second World War by Christmas 
1944.  Referring to Operation Market Garden September 
1944, a carpet of airborne troops were dropped upon key 
points, to enable armoured forces to link-up and exploit 
beyond.  Sadly it did not end that way, and at Arnhem 
the Dutch suffered terrible reprisals in the winter of 1944-
45.  Despite this, the Dutch still collectively remember and 

honour the Allied sacrifi ce, as they have done annually 
through the years. Major Stratta recalled the honour of 
parachuting onto the original 2 PARA drop zone during the 
50th Anniversary, where the Dutch response, respect and 
thanks was the same then as before and as it was this year 
on the 75th Anniversary, marked by the ‘Flower Children’. 

It was fi tting this year’s speaker this year was Captain 
John Fitzpatrick RN, a Naval aviator and fellow villager, to 
refl ect upon the largest seaborne invasion of Overlord.  He 
observed the noticeable difference of soldiers from the 
world wars who were not professional serving servicemen 
as we know today, but members from the public called to 
arms and serve. 

Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Hampshire, Alan Titchmarsh 
expressed his views on why people fought in the last two 
major wars, not just for King and country (as it was then), 
but for the survival and preservation of the country and way 
of life precious to them then, just as it is for us today.  He 
spoke of the beauty of Holybourne, the countryside and 
our duty to preserve the memory, as much for our forebears 
as ourselves.  As if to summarise his thoughts, he recited 
Rupert Brook’s poem, “The Soldier”; ‘If I should die, think 
only this of me….’ 

Finally, a huge “thank you” to all those who assisted behind 
the scenes with the co-ordination of this event, without 
whom it would not have run so smoothly!

Major (Retd) AM Stratta PARA
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Holybourne Hero – Arthur Beagley
Ever wondered who it is that keeps the churchyard in 
Holybourne in such beautiful condition?  It’s not a team of 
volunteers or a paid contractor. It’s a gentleman by the name 
of Arthur. Next time you see him cutting the grass, do stop 
and stay hello and perhaps thank him. He’d appreciate it.

When I “interviewed” Arthur Beagley it was done on the 
run, in some rain as he tidied up the grass cuttings from 
Holybourne churchyard.  He was in a hurry because he is 
always rushing on to his next job. He works seven days 
a week at the age of seventy four but it’s not paid work 
– he volunteers his services for many needy causes and 
maintaining the churchyard in the village is just one of them.

Arthur has kept the churchyard in Holybourne in pristine 
condition for the last twenty two years and for some time 
he was also looking after the churchyards in Alton and 
Chawton.  Now they are attended to by contractors but 
their loss is defi nitely Holybourne’s gain. When I asked him 
why he did it he said because he loves doing it.  “I love to 
see it looking good. It’s right that visitors see it at its best 
and it comforting for those that have loved ones buried 
here.”

On his way to work one day, he’d wandered past the 
graveyard and seen that many headstones were buried in 
long grass and overgrown foliage and to Arthur that was 
not right. So the following morning, at 3am, he set to work 
with a pair of shears to tidy things up.  That tidying up has 
gone on without break ever since but the task is something 
that he feels is just doing the right thing.  He’d work on 
the churchyard in the early morning (and I mean very early 
morning) before going to work on a local farm then he’d 
be back later in the day to carry on his good work.  He 
still keeps similar hours, helping an elderly person at the 

start and end of every day as well as looking after that 
person’s two acre garden. He has a passionate interest in 
tractors and as a very young boy he told his father that he 
wanted to own the tractor that his dad used on the farm. 
“In your dreams,” replied his dad. Well, seventy years later 
that dream came true for Arthur when he bought that very 
tractor and has lovingly restored it.

“You have to believe in your dreams don’t you? You’ve 
got to keep your dreams alive, because without them, 
what do you have to look forward to?”  His philosophy is 
compelling.  

He has not only left his mark on the churchyard in the lawns, 
shrubs and hedges but also used his talent at a carpenter to 
make new gates for the churchyard from the old pews that 
have recently been replaced in the church.  There doesn’t 
seem to be anything that he can’t do or won’t turn his hand 
to and as we parted he was going home to pound some 
tarmac into a hole outside his fl at that collects rain water. 
“The Council don’t seem interested so I thought I’d do it,” 
he chuckled.

When I told him that he had been nominated as a 
Holybourne Hero by the congregation of the church he 
laughed and said he didn’t want to be and didn’t see 
himself as a hero. “Give it to the Vicar, he’s a good man,” 
was his suggestion.  Typical of the man that he doesn’t 
see the gift that he endows on the whole village as being 
anything special.  “I feel seventeen and love doing what I 
do. I don’t need any recognition. “  

Well he might not think so but in my book and in those 
of the Vicar and the congregation, he is certainly one of 
Holybourne’s heroes.

Jerry Janes, Editor
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David & Andrea Levene
The Grange
Last issue I met a wonderful couple who epitomised 
teamwork – Ysanne and Peter Legg.  This time I have had the 
marvellous good fortune to meet another inspirational pair 
in Andrea and David Levene, former hoteliers of the Grange 
Hotel, now Grange Gardens. If ever there is a couple who 
are the living examples of what hard work and a fearless 
attitude to risk taking can achieve, this is them.

David left school with little to show from a place that 
had labelled him and his peers, “no hopers” and Andrea 
was similarly dismissed by her school, the upmarket Tiffi n 
Girls School when she announced she wanted to work 
as a buyer in the fashion industry.  David worked his way 
through a series of occupations, ranging from market stall 
holder, Men’s Outfi tter, Electrical Contractor and even shoe 
shine boy on Liverpool Street Station. After fi fteen years in 
various occupations it occurred to him that his house was 
worth more than all the money he had earned so far and 
therefore property had to offer the way forward for him 
and Andrea. Having met at the age of thirteen they were 
married fourteen years later and the rest is history. 

They bought what became their fi rst hospitality venture, a 
Victorian three fl oor house in Surbiton, out of which they 
developed a seven room Guest House.  This was their 
learning ground before they took the huge step of buying 
the Grange Hotel, a “tired” property that had seen two 
owners in the previous six years.

Andrea had achieved meteoric progress in the fashion 
industry eventually buying for a top shop in the Kings 
Road, Chelsea during the famous “Swinging Sixties” years.  
She could count such fashion leaders as Mary Quant and 
Biba Barbara Halunicki as close contacts having become 

a sought after name in her fi eld from her teenage years. 
She then worked as the top fashion buyer for seventeen 
years for a group of fi fteen high street fashion shops before 
she and David purchased the thirteen bedroom Grange 
Hotel. While she became the General Manager, David 
concentrated on revamping and extending the hotel to the 
thirty four bedrooms it became by 1990.

“It was despite my education rather than because of it that 
I have achieved what I have,” explained David. “I knew the 
world did not owe me a living and that I had to get out 
there and make my own way. I had no trade so I had to be 
an entrepreneur and our willingness to take risks and seize 
chances meant that we have been able to succeed where 
perhaps other less bold business people might not.”

Describing the Guest House in Surbiton as their “Golden 
Goose” it was there that they learned the hospitality trade 
albeit on a very minor scale. “When we moved to the Grange 
Hotel, people thought we were mad”, Andrea recalled. “It 
had thirteen bedrooms and none were en suite. The place 
was tired and we had never run a hotel in our life.  We had 
a lot of work to do but we weren’t put off by that.  As it 
turned out, we were right.”

Early days in the Grange were tough but there was a steady 
fl ow of guests with celebrities among them. Charles Dance 
and Diana Rigg were among the fi rst and Geraldine James, 
Susan Hampshire, Emelia Fox were all guests as well as 
political fi gures such as Shirley Williams, Nigel Farage 
and Union leader Bob Crowe.  When Question Time was 
held in Alton, David Dimbleby and his crew were all 
accommodated at the Grange.

Always a couple with a strategy in mind, they retired from 
the business at sixty fi ve and life has been good ever since. 
David often goes fi shing and both of them enjoy travelling 
and entertaining. Whilst it is clear from chatting to them that 
David is the talker, he is also the cook when they entertain 
and whilst Andrea managed the hotel, David ran the estate 
and was the odd job man as well as bar man and chef on 
occasions.  Managing the hotel required a tough point of 
contact on occasions and Andrea would take no truck and 
few prisoners if she felt a fi rm approach was needed.

Having retained the house next door to the new 
development, they spent the fi rst two years of their 
retirement updating and renovating it before leaning 
back on their hotel experience to offer it as a fi ve en-suite 
bedroomed Bed and Breakfast venue.  You won’t fi nd it 
advertised as they prefer to cater for guests who have been 
referred to them by word of mouth but the work ethic is still 
there. They have just won for the second year running, the 
best commercial garden for the B&B and also the best fl oral 
container category for the Alton in Bloom competition.  No 
rest for the wicked.

Alton lost a great hotel and a lovely pair of hoteliers when 
the Grange went. Andrea and David had made it their 
home for twenty eight years. In its place are of dwellings 
offering a lovely environment to the people who live there.  
Not a bad trade really.

Jerry Janes, Editor



18 Winter 2019 www.holybourne.comHolybourne
Neatham& Village Magazine

Holybourne Hero – Arthur Beagley
Ever wondered who it is that keeps the churchyard in 
Holybourne in such beautiful condition?  It’s not a team of 
volunteers or a paid contractor. It’s a gentleman by the name 
of Arthur. Next time you see him cutting the grass, do stop 
and stay hello and perhaps thank him. He’d appreciate it.

When I “interviewed” Arthur Beagley it was done on the 
run, in some rain as he tidied up the grass cuttings from 
Holybourne churchyard.  He was in a hurry because he is 
always rushing on to his next job. He works seven days 
a week at the age of seventy four but it’s not paid work 
– he volunteers his services for many needy causes and 
maintaining the churchyard in the village is just one of them.

Arthur has kept the churchyard in Holybourne in pristine 
condition for the last twenty two years and for some time 
he was also looking after the churchyards in Alton and 
Chawton.  Now they are attended to by contractors but 
their loss is defi nitely Holybourne’s gain. When I asked him 
why he did it he said because he loves doing it.  “I love to 
see it looking good. It’s right that visitors see it at its best 
and it comforting for those that have loved ones buried 
here.”

On his way to work one day, he’d wandered past the 
graveyard and seen that many headstones were buried in 
long grass and overgrown foliage and to Arthur that was 
not right. So the following morning, at 3am, he set to work 
with a pair of shears to tidy things up.  That tidying up has 
gone on without break ever since but the task is something 
that he feels is just doing the right thing.  He’d work on 
the churchyard in the early morning (and I mean very early 
morning) before going to work on a local farm then he’d 
be back later in the day to carry on his good work.  He 
still keeps similar hours, helping an elderly person at the 

start and end of every day as well as looking after that 
person’s two acre garden. He has a passionate interest in 
tractors and as a very young boy he told his father that he 
wanted to own the tractor that his dad used on the farm. 
“In your dreams,” replied his dad. Well, seventy years later 
that dream came true for Arthur when he bought that very 
tractor and has lovingly restored it.

“You have to believe in your dreams don’t you? You’ve 
got to keep your dreams alive, because without them, 
what do you have to look forward to?”  His philosophy is 
compelling.  

He has not only left his mark on the churchyard in the lawns, 
shrubs and hedges but also used his talent at a carpenter to 
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Cot and Vimy, and by contrast, the tiny cemeteries that 
nestle in copses and meadows, where men (boys really) 
were buried where they fell.   Their youth:  18, 19, 20 years 
old; innumerable white stones lined up like armies, quietly 
reminding the visitor that a generation  was lost because of 
(to quote Harry Patch) a family argument.  Standing before 
these graves, I felt a weight of responsibility and privilege 
that as a mother of a 23 year old in peacetime I could stand 
where their own mothers probably never could. 

Thank you, Jerry, for this superbly researched experience 
of a lifetime, which you organised and led as if we were 
family.   

Carol Rickaby
Ed: I would love to run a trip in 2020. If you haven’t joined 
us, yet, even if you have been before, please do think about 
it. Email me and I’ll provide you with the details.

I’ve wanted to visit the battlefi elds and cemeteries of 
WW1for many years since tracing my family history and 
discovering that my grandmother’s fi ancé joined the Artists’ 
Rifl es and died on the Somme in July 1916.  She kept photos 
and a tiny brooch he made in the trenches from a safety pin 
and centime, which I still have.  My grandfather, one of the 
few men left after the carnage, lost a cousin whose name is 
commemorated on the Menin Gate.  Finding this was one 
of the highlights of the tour.

Our tour organiser and guide Jerry has a comprehensive and 
impressive knowledge of WW1 and the area, and he was 
able to make the history come alive in his descriptions of 
the Somme offensive.  I particularly remember standing on 
Hill 62 looking across fi elds at Ypres with Jerry describing 
the utter apocalyptic carnage of Passchendaele and the fact 
that there are, as a result, no buildings or trees older than 
a century.  He took us to a cemetery to show us the oldest 
man killed at age 67 (who hailed from my home town), 
who had joined up to be with his sons. Coincidentally 
about fi ve yards away I found the grave of my father-in-law’s 
uncle, age 19 of the Seaforth Highlanders.   The ceremony 
at the Menin Gate was beautiful, strangely enhanced by 
the autumn rain, and to lighten the mood, we had time to 
visit the chocolate shop where Jerry is clearly well known 
(thanks for the discount).

The packed itinerary took us from Ypres to Arras, to Tyne 
Cot, Langemark, the Devonshire cemetery, Lochnagar 
Crater, Vimy, and many more sites; to museums brim-
full of sadness. There were letters between soldiers and 
their families, photos of lost youth and, saddest of all, 
the execution cells where men were shot for the crime of 
being frightened. Jerry provided a reading for members 
of the group to recite at each site, poems and personal 
accounts of the war, a lovely gesture, I thought.  How I got 
through mine, I’ll never know, but I felt that the families of 
the lost might have derived some comfort from knowing 
that their loved ones’ resting places are still looked after so 
respectfully.

There is no preparation for the sheer enormity of the 
devastation.  The breath-taking size and majesty of Tyne 

Battlefi eld Tour 
Review

www.MillFarmOrganic.com

Tel/Fax: 01420 22331
Open: Wed– Sat 9am-5pm
Isington Nr. Alton GU34 4PN

Farm Shop
& Cafe

Organic Beef , Lamb & Pork
Meat Boxes from £59
Fresh ‘Artisan’ Bread, Fruit+Veg

Local Hampshire
produce
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Tel: 01420 87654 whitehart@holybourne.com 139 London Road, Holybourne, Alton, Hampshire. GU34 4EY

Mon-Sat
8am - 11pm

Sun
8am - 10.30pm

FOOD

Mon-Fri
8am-3pm / 5 - 9pm

Sat  8am - 9pm

Sun 8am - 8pm
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Merry Christmas 
from Holybourne Honeys!

Christmas Ritual                                                        

Oh no it’s old loudmouth, and he’s knocking at my door 
“Do come in” says my wife, what she do that for?

I’m taking out my Sauvignon Blanc to put it in the shed 
I’ve got some cheap plonk in the fridge, he can drink that 
instead!

“Still driving your old Ford?” he says, 
“I’ve just brought a brand new Merc” 
I smile at him politely, but think, ‘you stupid berk’!

“Auto ignition, twin carb”, yes he’s still droning on 
I slip into another world, one where he is gone! 

Wife’s handing round the nibbles, “Shall we play a game?”
“Can’t stay long calls to make” Oh dear what a shame!

My ears prick up on that, and I come back to life 
“Oh go on, just a quick one”. Says my darling wife!

“Here get Tom another drink.” She’s handing me his glass 
Ok I’ll get you one more, but please don’t make it last!

“We’re having a party for New Year, if you would like to come.”
Wish wifey would stop doing that, inviting everyone!

“I’m in Italy for New Year, exclusive resort” 
“Don’t hurry back, there is no need.” I hastily retort

She’s looking at me daggers, but I don’t really care 
It’s my season to be merry, with not my wine to share!

“Off to Hayling Island again”? He’s asking with a smirk 
“Actually we’re off to Mauritius.”  You jumped up little jerk!

“Have a brandy to warm you” says wifey, “Can you get one Jack?”
I’m searching in the cupboard; I’ve a cheap one in the back!

“Well, I really must be off now; I’ll see you in New Year.” 
Not if I see you fi rst thinks me, you are not drinking all my 
beer!

“You’ve always been a good mate, I can always rely on you.”
Why not drink me out of house and home, like you usually 
do!

Glad that he has gone now, so I can just relax 
There’s a knocking at the door … please don’t say he’s 
back!!

Jacqueline Thompson        Christmas   2019

Look out for our new 2020 programme on village notice 
boards. Visitors welcome on the third Thursday of the 
month £4/ £5 depending on the event.

holybournewi@gmail.com

hat

e?”

Holybourne Honeys WI
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Providing quality tuition in your local area.
English, History, French and German

- All ages and levels -

Alton Language Workshop

www.altonlanguageworkshop.org
info@altonlanguageworkshop.org

The Thorne Family
at

KEMP & STEVENS
Funeral Directors

Robin Thorne Dip FD LMBIFD Gill Thorne Dip FD LMBIFD
Michael Thorne Dip FD LMBIFD Geoff Thorne MBIE Dip FD LMBIFD

Independent family-run Funeral Directors andd Monumentall Masons

93 High Street, Alton, Hampshire GU34 1LGG 014200 83177

info@kempandstevens.co.ukk   www.kemapandstevens.co.uk

Walkiesplease Ltd can help! We have a number of
year’s experience working and caring for dogs and
cats. We have a caring, local team who are all fully
insured, police checked and can be trusted to offer
an affordable option to meet your pet’s needs.

Working Long Hours?
Less Mobile?
Young Children?
Going away?
(Day Trip, Holiday, Hospital)

Doggy Day Care
Day care in the comfort
of a carer’s home,
including a walk

Dog Walking
Service
4 dogs max, a photo of
each walk

Dog boarding
Home Comforts of a
warm family home and
regular walks.

We also do pet visits for puppies, elderly dogs, cats or other small animals.
We can help you keep your Pets Happy and Healthy!!

  walkiesplease * 07546 500828 /01420 82611 *  hbswed@aol.com

Ca l l  Peter  Ch ivers  on : 01256 389124
O r  M o b i l e :  0 7 8 0 3  0 9 6 6 4 2
B P C A  M E M B E R  -  F U L L Y  I N S U R E D
9  S T E N B U R Y  D R I V E ,  P R E S T O N  C A N D O V E R ,  B A S I N G S T O K E
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PETER CHIVERS PCS
WASP NEST TREATMENTS
DON’T GET STUNG
CALL FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE NOW

FOR ALL YOUR PEST CONTROL NEEDS:
Wasps, Bees, Rats, Mice, Moles, Cluster Flies, Squirrels,
Cockroaches, Rabbits, Pigeons, Bird-Proofing,
Emergancy Wasp Nest Treatments, Mole Trapping Specialist
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Concert 28th March 2020
Luminosa Voices will have a spring in their step and their voices 
this Easter as they celebrate their ten-year anniversary with a 
concert at the magnifi cently-refurbished All Saints Church, 
Odiham. The programme features music from composers who 
have all drawn on inspirations from the past for their text. Vaughan 
Williams’ Five Mystical Songs, based on the devotional poetry of 
the seventeenth century Welsh-born poet and Anglican priest, 
George Herbert, are a fi tting musical prelude to Easter: opening 
with simple, direct, intrinsic spirituality and fi nishing with the 
majestic Antiphon, “Let all the World in Every Corner Sing”.

Continuing the spirit of joy, re-birth and all things new, the Choir is 
honoured and excited to be performing the large-scale Da Vinci 
Requiem which was composed by Cecilia McDowall for the 500-
year anniversary of the artist’s death in 2019 and performed only 
once before in the same year at its premier in May at the Royal 
Festival Hall, London by Wimbledon Choral Society, under the 
baton of  Neil Ferris. Composed from Leonardo’s Notebooks and 
his refl ective and penetrating insights into the nature of mortality, 
this work sheds new light on familiar requiem texts through 
its palette of light and shade and textural detail. The piece is 
powerfully communicative and will be conducted by Rebekah 
Abbott, Artistic Director of Luminosa, and accompanied by 
Michael Higgins, organist. The evening will be introduced by a 
thrilling and rare chance to hear from the composer herself, with 
a pre-concert talk by Cecilia McDowall. 

Luminosa are also delighted 
to be commissioning Salve 
Deus, Rex Judaeorum, an 
Easter Cantata, by Alison Willis 
(pictured left), who is bringing 
to life the work of Aemilia 
Lanyer (1569–1645), one of the 
fi rst Englishwomen to publish a 
volume of original verse at a time 
when there was still suspicion 
of women’s work in print. The 
poem is a daring version of 
the story of Christ, told from a 

female perspective. The cantata takes as its focus Pilate’s wife 
who, according to Matthew 27.19, tried to dissuade her husband 
from ordering Christ’s death. This moving and compelling piece 
is a synthesis of choral clarity, striking chords and harmony. Its 
composer, Alison Willis, is already a feted composer, having 
been commissioned by the London Concert Choir to compose 
A Light Not Yet Ready to Go Out for Breast Cancer Now and Non 
Omnis Moriar for the BBC Singers. The Choir are also lucky that 
Alison sings as an Alto with Luminosa Voices and is accompanist 
to Luminosa Young Voices, the youngest of our family of choirs. 

With dynamic and robust direction by Artistic Director and 
Conductor, Rebekah Abbott, the addition of high-quality 
instrumentalists and soloists, and motivated by a shared 
philosophy of collective music making, the Choir has enjoyed 
consistently enthusiastic responses from audiences over ten 
successful years. Luminosa looks forward to performing these 
vibrant pieces at Easter, with its focus on spiritual celebration 
and human growth, in the beautiful setting of All Saints Church, 
Odiham on Saturday 28th March (pre-concert talk by the 
composer at 6.30pm and concert at 7.30pm).

Luminosa

The choir is grateful for the sponsorship of BaByliss which enables 
us to offer tickets at just £15. These will be available via email 
boxoffi ce@luminosamusic.com. From 18th February tickets will 
be on sale via www.ticketsource.co.uk/luminosa-music and at 
local venues, to be confi rmed (see our website).

And as if that little lot wasn’t enough to look forward to, on Sunday 
1st March, Luminosa is delighted to invite choral singers to join 
them in their ‘Come and Sing’ workshop when Vaughan Williams’ 
Five Mystical Songs and movements from McDowall’s requiem 
celebration will be rehearsed during the day and subsequently 
performed in the evening. The day will be led by Neil Ferris, 
the choir’s patron and choral director of the BBC Symphony 
Chorus. Participants will have the opportunity to develop singing 
techniques and to experience Neil’s inspirational and unique 
choral leadership style.

The ‘Come and Sing’ event will take place on Sunday 1st March 
2020 in Alton Assembly Rooms. Rehearsals will take place 
from 10am until 4pm (with lunch from 12.00-1.00pm) The 
performance of extracts from Vaughan Williams’ Five Mystical 
Songs and McDowall’s Da Vinci Requiem will take place at the 
Assembly Rooms at 5.00pm.

For ticket details, please check our website www.luminosa.com  
or email boxoffi ce@luminosa.com

Photos by Vernon Nash
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We have expanded to fulfil our customers needs

• Servicing
• Air conditioning servicing and re-gas
• Main dealer standard fault diagnostic equipment
• Brakes
• Cam-belts
• Tyres & wipers
• Exhausts
• Batteries

• Clutches
• All makes & models  undertaken
• Free courtesy car
• VW Kombi van specialist

01420 474541
www.brandautos.co.uk | enquiries@brandautos.co.uk

8 Kingsley Business Park, Kingsley, Hampshire, GU35 9LY

MIKE GARWOOD
AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERS

T: 01420 84458    F: 01420 88594 www.mikegarwoodltd.co.uk
Shelleys Barn, Shelleys Lane, East Worldham, Alton, Hampshire, GU34 3AQ

Generators 1-120KVA

ATVs & Mules

Deisel Engines
Collection or Mulching systems

Electic, battery & petrol:
Chainsaws, Blowers,
Strimmers, Shredders,
Hedgecutters
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initially promising a four-poster bed, chest freezer and 
en-suite bathroom, etc. but this will sort itself as the 
build progresses and the partner realises it will have to 
be a generous bunk, a cool box and a Potterton ‘Porta 
Potti’ respectively. 

6. If you can, build at home – yes, there are challenges (noise 
for neighbours, transport, access, space, destruction of 
‘the garden’) but all these pale into insignifi cance when 
you consider that when building at home there is no free 
time is too short, that you cannot progress something on 
your boat build. There may be days when you are sick 
of the sight of it and if all you do is a tidy up and stock 
check but even then, it all helps to keep it moving.

7. Keep a sense of proportion – or you will go mad, sink 
into deep depression or set fi re to the boat in a fi t of 
pique. How to do this? We are all different and perhaps 
I am fortunate because I still work for myself and after a 
diffi cult day at work (and there are always some) coming 
back and working on the boat seems like a holiday and 
a mental refuge.

8. Which brings me onto health and safety. Do you need 
it? What is it? To tackle such a project, you necessarily 
must have a completely cavalier attitude but this does 
need to be tempered and occasionally allied with 
some prudent planning to avoid your premature death 
or maiming, partial or wholesale. Unlike death, any sort 
of maiming is a massive problem and might stop the 
boat build altogether which would be especially bad 
and means you have failed and have to live with your 
failure. So, I try and tread a median line. No, there are 
no risk assessments or method statements but yes, I 
do wear earmuffs for power tools, a good face mask 
when grinding or power sanding and unplug my tools 
when changing blades and discs, etc. These simple 
precautions are sensible but won’t stop the occasional 
bad things happening. What I would say is don’t rush at 
anything and don’t carry on when you are overly tired.  

9. Now here is one more thing you absolutely need to 
know – never ever polish, varnish or titivate anything 
during the construction. Should you fall into this trap 
(and who doesn’t love the look of gleaming brass and 
varnish) you will never fi nish the build and after your 
premature demise (stress of project completion?) your 
wife will sell your boat on eBay for the price of just one 
of the brass portholes you so lovingly polished. Just 
check out eBay or Gumtree for ‘unfi nished projects’ and 
you will realise the wisdom of this strict ‘stick to basics’ 
approach. 

By the time we a launching I am sure there will be more 
handy tips to pass on but, in the meanwhile,  I hope 
whatever you are dreaming of building this may inspire you 
to have a go – what is the worst that can happen – you’ve 
just got a pile of very expensive fi rewood? 

If it fl oats then you have made a boat, and all should bow 
before you!

Mike Barnsley
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Lessons for a
self (boat) builder
This all started in 2004 when my friend Mike Millerchip 
and I chanced upon an abandoned 34 foot racing trimaran 
“Triple Fantasy” on Hayling Island. After much enquiry and 
patience was expended, it was suddenly and unexpectedly 
ours for the princely sum of £500!

Twenty months later, 4,000-man hours in and after £16,000 
had vanished from our various bank accounts, we were in 
Plymouth at the start of the 2006 Round Britain & Ireland 
Race. Even more remarkable was that we succeeded in 
limping round (albeit resorting to a few unoffi cial ports 
of refuge; Hartlepool and Brighton) and eventually getting 
back to Plymouth in one piece. Our elapsed time was 
almost certainly bettered by some of the Spanish Armada, 
but we still felt a great sense of achievement and, in my 
case, also a nagging unease that maybe we could have 
done better.

Life intervened (lots of it) and we sadly we sold “Triple 
Fantasy” and dreams of a repeat effort were ‘parked up’ 
although never quite extinguished.

One evening after too many beers with my brother 
Malcolm (designer and builder of the fastest sailing boat in 
the world – Sailrocket 2) an idea formed that I should build 
my dream trimaran and have another go at the RB&I in the 
best possible boat we could create. And so, our trimaran, 
codename ‘Nimbus 30’, was conceived.

Now Malcolm, even before his ultimately successful 
Sailrocket crusade, had been building multihulls since he 
was sixteen so with forty fi ve years of experience to draw 
on, I was convinced we could do it. When I say ‘we’, I 
suppose I was thinking he could design it and I could build 
it – like a big “Airfi x” kit of parts maybe? 

Later sober refl ection had mildly dampened the initial 
blinding enthusiasm, so we talked some more and 
suddenly Malcom was emailing me technical drawings and 

I had bought 12 sheets of plywood, 25 kg of epoxy resin 
and a 50m2 wedding marquee to build it in!!

Had I built a boat before? No. Was this an issue? Pass. Did 
I have any carpentry skills? Objectively, none.  Fortunately 
I am possessed of a wonderful wife called Mary whose 
middle name really is “Patience” and getting yourself one 
of these is pretty important too.

At 30 months in and hoping to launch next summer, I 
can summarise some things I have learnt along the way 
which may be of help to anyone contemplating a similar 
endeavour and above all encourage you to have a go.

These then are the cardinal rules or things I wish had known 
before I started:

1. Do not build your boat in a wedding marquee – they 
are designed only for weddings (in summer) and should 
be set on fi re like an unwanted Glastonbury tent after 
the event as it will not do more than one…. Go for a 
polytunnel or a decent shed. Nothing else will do.

2. With the advent of composite materials and a simple 
plywood hard chine construction, you do not need any 
carpentry skills just a jigsaw, the lightest angle grinder 
you can get and hundreds and hundreds of abrasive 
discs. Most shaping will be done by eye and gaps fi lled 
with resin where you go a bit wrong.

3. Spend a bit of time sourcing the cheapest supplies, it’s 
worth it. 

4. Put the word out with friends and acquaintances telling 
them what you are doing and what you need - this is 
assuming, like me, you are building a boat that is going 
cost you three times more than you can sensibly afford.  
Although you might fear you will bore your friends with 
the latest update of ‘how it’s going’, perversely, the exact 
opposite seems to be true; the more they learn the more 
they are convinced you are completely mad and need 
all the help you can get!! 

5. Get your partner on board from the start or you might be 
sailing off in a permanently solo capacity! This will involve 
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Contact Town & Country today.

Town & Country is a trading style of T & C Cars Limited and is a credit broker not a lender.

Model shown: Vitara 1.4 Boosterjet SZ5 manual including dual tone paint (£800) available at £23,299 on the road. Fuel economy and CO2**
results for the Vitara 2019 range Mpg (l/100km): Combined from 44.8 (6.3) to 52.3 (5.3). **CO2 emissions: 143g/km to 121g/km. The fuel
consumption you achieve in real life conditions and CO2 produced will depend upon a number of factors including the accessories fitted
(post-registration), variations in weather, driving styles and vehicle load. **There is a new test used for fuel consumption and CO2 figures.
The CO2 figures shown however, is based on the outgoing test cycle and will be used to calculate vehicle tax on first registration. Only
compare fuel consumption and CO2 figures with other cars tested to the same technical standard.

*0% APR and No Deposit available on all Vitara models. Hire Purchase product available on 0% APR over 24-36 months. Personal Contract
Purchase product available on 0% APR over 25-37 months. Offer is available from participating Authorised Suzuki Dealers only. Offer cannot be
used in conjunction with any other offer unless otherwise stated. Credit is available to UK residents aged 18 years or over, subject to status, from
Suzuki Finance, a trading style of Suzuki Financial Services Ltd, St. William House, Tresillian Terrace, Cardiff, CF10 5BH. This offer is subject to
availability and Suzuki Financial Services Ltd reserves the right to withdraw or amend this offer without notice or prior warning. Suzuki Financial
Services Ltd, part of Lloyds Banking Group. Offer correct at the time of being published. Excludes Channel Islands and Isle of Man.

Request a test drive today

Town & Country Cars
165 London Road, Holybourne, Alton, GU34 4HA, 01420 82288

cars.suzuki.co.uk/dealers/town-country-cars-alton

This term four College students have started a Supported 
Internship, which is a one-year programme aimed at 
students whose intended destination is paid or voluntary 
work, part-time or full time. Interns attend a work placement 
for 2-3 days per week supported by our Job Coach 
Charlotte Warwick, who helps the interns to settle in and 
monitors them throughout the duration of their placement. 
When students are not at their place of work, usually for the 
remaining two days, they follow an individualised timetable 
linked to their aspirations and areas they need to develop. 
This includes a strong focus on transition planning.

The Dummer Fair, kindly sponsored by Savills, was held in 
October. It is an annual fundraising event and fi rm favourite 
for many shoppers across Hampshire, Surrey and Berkshire. 
It is held over two days at the Dummer Cricket Centre with 
a wide selection of artisan and independent businesses, 
ranging from crafts to food, clothing and gifts. This year it 
had over 1200 attendees. The Fair was offi cially opened by 
the Mayor of Basingstoke and Deane, Cllr Diane Taylor. All 
the profi ts from the Fair are donated to Treloar‘s.

On 30th October we were delighted to host our annual Art 
Lecture where we welcomed Oliver Everett, a renowned 
lecturer and Librarian Emeritus of the Royal Library, Windsor 
Castle. Educated at Cambridge University, Everett was also a 

Treloar School & College

former Librarian and Assistant Keeper of the Royal Archives 
and Assistant Private Secretary to the Prince of Wales, 
1978-80; and Private Secretary to Diana, Princess of Wales, 
1981-83. He enthralled an audience of over 100 guests as 
he explored two great collectors of art and one dastardly 
disperser: Kings Charles I & II and Oliver Cromwell. Guests 
also enjoyed the chance to purchase some of the fantastic 
array of Treloar’s Christmas gifts and try their luck with the 
raffl e which was generously coordinated by the Art Lecture 
Committee.

Our plans for continued investment in the Holybourne 
campus include the creation of a new Life Skills Centre, 
staff accommodation, and revamped horticulture training 
centre - all within the existing site. These much-needed 
facilities will enable us to meet the changing demand for 
our services so that we can continue to help physically 
disabled young people to achieve their aspirations.  We are 
currently waiting to hear back from East Hampshire District 
Council regarding our application for planning consent. 
Thank you to everybody who has helped to raise funds for 
the provision of these special places.

If you are interested in fi nding out more about Treloar’s 
upcoming events or would like to run your own event in aid 
of Treloar’s, please get in touch on 01420 547447 or email 
events@treloar.org.uk. If you are looking for a challenge for 
2020 we also have various spaces available in a wide range 
of active events from the London Marathon to Ride 100, so 
you can run, walk, bike or hike in aid of Treloar’s!

Oliver Everett with a painting of Charles I

Treloar’s Dummer Fair committee at the two-day fair
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1916 Alteration to the scheme regulating Andrews’ 
School under the Charitable Trusts Acts 1853-94

 Scheme determined the structure of the Governing 
Body of the Foundation of Trustees.  John Fowler 
Complin of Holybourne, Farmer, is named as the 
person who will convene the meetings

 Scheme allows for a yearly sum of £110 to be 
drawn from the Foundation income to support 
and maintain the school.  

 Scheme also allows for up to 20 pounds to be 
spent annually in apprenticing poor boys on 
leaving the school, and a further 20 pounds in 
providing clothes for poor boys and girls attending 
the school.  

 A ‘schedule of property’ at the back of the 
document indicates that the potential Gross Yearly 
Income generated by rents on land owned by the 
endowment amounted to 290 pounds, 18 shillings 
and 11 pence (around £25,000 in today’s money!)

 The schedule of property lists the following 
buildings and their tenants or persons liable:

 School Site and buildings at Holybourne

 Teacher’s residence, occupied by the Headmaster

 White Swan Public House, Coleman Street, London  
(Lion Brewery)

 Manor and demesne lands of Haddeham, Bucks 
(Wenman Aubrey Wykeham-Musgrave)

 Fee-farm rents payable by tenants of said manor (Customary tenants)

 Spital Mills and lands; a meadow called Neatherstreet Mead, and two closes called Water Close and Picked close, 
in the Parish of Alton (Spicer Brothers)

 Fee-farm rent issuing out of Guildford Marshes, and other lands in East Guildford, the advowson of the Church 
of East Guildford, windmill and lands in Rye and Playdon, all in the county of Sussex, and a tenement called the 
Beerhouse of Salcote.   (Earl of Winchilsea and Nottingham) 

 Few improvements carried out during the interwar years – school and house became dilapidated and out of date.  

1956 Sanitary Inspector reported on “scandalous conditions at Holybourne School”. Plans were already in hand for 
improvements at the time of the report.  

1957 New block of buildings dedicated by Bishop of Winchester

1969 ‘Infant block’ built and dedicated on 250th anniversary of the setting up of the charity

2007 Schoolhouse refurbished and returned to school use – providing offi ce space, library and additional teaching and 
learning spaces

2009 False window restored – lath and plaster project

2011 17th March, offi cial opening of two new classrooms for EYFS and Year 1, by the Bishop of Basingstoke, the Rt Revd 
Peter Hancock

2016 Hall and two toilet blocks refurbished, complete electrical upgrade

2019 School House Roof replaced, Bell Tower and School Bell refurbished

 EYFS outdoor area expanded and Adventure Playground installed

2019 School celebrates its Tercentenary, marking 300 years since its Foundation

We will continue to research and discover more of the 
school’s fascinating history as our Tercentenary Year 
progresses.  We look forward to sharing some of this with 
you at a special event we are planning.  On Saturday 11th 

July 2020 we will be holding an Open Day and Summer Fair 
where there will be a chance to see some of the children’s 
work and delve into the school’s archive.  Please save the 
date and come and join us.  More information will follow. 

Mrs Maria Lloyd, Headteacher
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Preparing for Founder’s Day
As the Village Magazine goes to press, we are getting ready 
for a very special Founder’s Day here at Andrews’ Endowed 
Church of England Primary School.  

On Thursday 14th November 2019 it will be exactly 300 
years since Thomas Andrews left an endowment in his 
will for the foundation of a ‘school for the poor children of 
Holybourne and the surrounding villages’.  

The entire school community will be wearing costumes 
replicating the dress of children (and adults) in Georgian 
times.  We will walk to church carrying our traditional posies 
of fl owers, processing down the driveway and pausing to 
look back at our beautiful School House.  The school bell, 
which has been recently restored, will be rung three times 
to mark each of the last hundred years.  

Our service will begin in church where we will give thanks 
for the life of Thomas Andrews and share some of the 

Andrews’ Endowed CE Primary School
information the children have been discovering during their 
recent investigation, “What is Special about our School?”  
Towards the end of the service, we will move outside 
for a fi nal blessing at Thomas Andrews’ tomb, which will 
have been dressed with the posies during the service.  To 
mark the occasion, the church bell ringers have arranged 
to peal the bells.  There will be a Rowan tree planted by 
the children at the church, and another at the school, to 
commemorate the event.  

The editor has asked us to provide a little of the history of 
the school for this edition of the magazine.  

We believe that Thomas Andrews was born in the parish. 
We know he attended Eggar’s Grammar

School, and that he was brought back to the Parish for his 
burial, which took place on 26th November.  The following 
history is gleaned from a variety of sources:

1719 Thomas Andrews leaves money in his will, signed and witnessed on 14th November, for the founding of a free 
school for the poor children of Holybourne and the surrounding villages

 “Thomas Andrews of Dagenham in the County of Essex”

 Will is signed by Thomas Andrews and witnessed by Ann Cox, servant to Mr Collier at Mile End Town;  Mary Chubb 
at the sign of the City of Norwich in Whitechapel; Henry Fryth Sir Lond Acre 11

 Will establishes a Board of named Trustees, to manage the Funds and once enough money had been raised, to set 
up the school.  A Board of Trustees still manages the Trust Fund, 300 years later.

 The Funds were to be raised from the rents on Thomas Andrews’ land and properties, including the White Swan Inn 
in Coleman Street, London.  

1721 Charity established as a legal entity.

1730 Land purchased in Holybourne from Richard Trimmer – a close at Holybourne called Henhayes, containing one acre 
with the house and schoolrooms which had then been erected.  

1740 School received its Statutes from Bishop Headley, Bishop of Winchester

1800 By this time, school taking twenty boarders.  Not taught with the Free Scholars from the villages but in a separate 
room which the headmaster had built.  Girls at this time taught in a rented cottage in the village.  

1810 Revd John George Gibson becomes Headmaster.  Has 14 children by two marriages, so no room in the house for 
boarders any more.  Artist and musician – some of his paintings are in the V&A

 At time of Comissioner’s Report there were 49 boys (29 from Holybourne, 5 from Binsted, 3 from Froyle and 12 from 
Alton) and 27 girls.  Children admitted to school only if they could read and write, and could stay until age 14.  

1812 Revd Gibson appointed Curate of Holybourne, holds both posts until his death

1814 A ‘young Gibson’ is referred to by Jane Austen in a letter to her sister Cassandra.  Jane describes a coach journey 
she took from Alton to London in which this person is taken on board ‘at Holybourn’.  He is likely to be the son of 
the school master.  

1850s (early) Listed in the County Directories as Andrews’ Grammar School.

1864 Holybourne becomes an Ecclesiastical Parish with its own vicar.  

1890   School in growing fi nancial diffi culties. Rent arrears, diffi cult to enforce payment.  Attempts made through the 
courts, proved costly.  Final attempt in early 20th Century – Trustees had to accept that rents could not now be 
enforced.  Only source of income via The White Swan.  

 School needed to accept Government help, which was diffi cult as neither the buildings nor the teaching were up 
to standard.  Eggar’s Foundation lent money to build new buildings. 

1893 School established as a Church of England Primary School through a document called ‘Terms of Union with the 
National Society’.  
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New Lectern
Back on 6th July a new and beautifully 
crafted lectern was unveiled at the 
Church of the Holy Rood. The new 
lectern is an important item from 
where prayers are offered, bible 
readings can be spoken and from 
where God’s holy word is often 
preached. 

The lectern has been gifted in 
memory and thanks for the life of 
Derek Bailey.  From the time the 
family moved to Holybourne in 1981 
Derek became involved with the 
Church, fi rstly assisting Revd Gordon 
Dowden with his monthly news-
sheet, later becoming responsible 
for the monthly journal (By the Wey) 
which was delivered free to every 
home in the village (the forerunner 
of the current Village Magazine).  
He served as Churchwarden under 
Revd. Ken Bachell, Revd. Christopher 
Ardagh-Walter and Revd. James 
Croft.  During an interregnum he rallied the village to raise 
funds to repair the Church roof and organised working 
parties both in the churchyard and inside the Church.  Derek 
was committed to improving the facilities at the Church 
(primarily to have running water inside rather than the one 
tap outside) and would be thrilled to see the building 
today.  He was a Governor at Andrews’ Endowed School 
and Chair of Governors during the planning and building of 
the new classrooms.  He faithfully served God, the church 
and the wider community of Holybourne and Alton, being 
involved with the bringing together of the Churches to form 
The Parish of the Resurrection.  At the Dedication of the 
new lectern, prayers were offered giving thanks for Derek’s 
witness to God and for the positive difference he made to 
those he encountered during his life. 

Derek’s widow, Anthea, remains a committed servant 
of the Church of the Holy Rood. Fittingly the new lectern 
was designed and hand-crafted by Derek and Anthea’s 
son, Steven. Please do visit the Church and have a look at 
the lectern which we trust will serve the Church and the 
people of Holybourne for many years to come.

New lights
With the dark evenings of winter now upon us it is with 
some relief that new modern environmentally effi cient LED 
lights have now been installed at the Church. And what a 
difference they make! They can be faded up and down, 
certain areas of the church building can be illuminated 
while other parts remain dark and outside fl oodlights for 
evening events are now in place. Huge thanks go to local 
electrician Andy Hankin who, along with his team, carried 
out the installation with good humour and effi ciency. 
Naturally this project couldn’t have happened without 

Church News help from a large number of other 
people. The generosity of donations 
that have been made and the 
planning which has taken place have 
been tremendous. Special mention 
must be made of Tim Loy who did 
a superb job voluntarily project 
managing this important venture. 

New Ways
Did you know that every Tuesday 
between 10am and 12 noon a coffee 
morning is held at the Church? The 
coffee and tea are fi rst class as is 
the scrumptious homemade cake. 
But best of all is the relaxed, friendly 
atmosphere and easy conversation. 
Why not come along and try it?  You 
would be warmly welcomed. Just 
recently we’ve also added a short 
time of prayer to the last 10 minutes. 
Feel free to join us – just pop in, be 
it for 10 minutes, 60 minutes or the 
whole time, whatever suits you. 

New Church@4
‘Church@4’ now takes place at Andrews’ Endowed School 
on the last Sunday of every month. Why not come along 
and enjoy this very relaxed and informal service with songs, 
crafts, biscuits, fruit, tea & coffee, prayer and fun?  It is for 
every one of all ages and it’s free. People begin to arrive at 
3:45 pm and the service starts at 4 pm and last about 45 
minutes.      

New music 
As well as singing hymns accompanied by the church 
organ we now have a new music group playing at alternate 
Sunday services. This includes a keyboard, fl ute, guitar, 
drums and vocals. In addition, much of the service is 
illustrated on to a screen making it easier to follow. We have 
a service most Sundays starting at 9:30 am. Do come along 
and stay for a chat afterwards with coffee, tea and cake 
keeping you going before your Sunday lunch.

And fi nally…
Please join us for our December Christmas services:

22nd  Carol Service starting at 6:30pm 
A wonderful opportunity to sing favourite carols and 
afterwards enjoy a glass of mulled wine & mince pies.

24th Crib Service starting at 4:00pm 
Come along dressed in your favourite nativity costume. 
This fun relaxed service will also include a visit from 
two of our local donkey friends!

24th Midnight Service starting at 11:30pm 
A refl ective service of Holy Communion that celebrates 
the birth of our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

25th Christmas Day Holy Communion starting at 9:30am.

And remember … “Jesus is the reason for the season”!
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A J Robinson
Painting and Decorating

Interior/exterior painting and decorating service

Contact Allan on - Tel: 01420 89519 Mob: 07860232233

Email: ajrdecorating@aol.co.uk

Est 1989

Solar Power
Installation
Specialist

All electrical
installations
carried out

07774 479570
www.hankinelectrical.co.uk
01420 80935

Part P Compliant

www.philipcowdreyplumbingheating.co.uk
Tel/Fax: 01420 89937
Mobile: 07702 192152
Email: pcowdreyphs@gmail.com

LPG
Registered

David C. Andrews
Building & Plumbing

Established 1967
Employing indentured and certifi ed
tradesmen able to carry out all 
aspects of their respective trades.
No job too small or too big.
Commercial, Industrial,
Domestic.

01420 84454
david.c.andrews67@gmail.com

Totalcare Pest Control
Your local pest control experts

Wasps
Rats
Mice
Moles
Flies
Ants
Fleas
Squirrels

Same day service and free on-site advice

For fast response call
Justin on 07909 527863

88 Queens Road, Alton GU34 1HX
www.tcpestcontrol.co.uk email: justin@tcpestcontrol.co.uk
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A Day in the Life... at Mill Cottage
As I sit to write this article, I looked back to see what I wrote 
last time. I am afraid the summer article never got further 
than rough jottings due to one of the juggling balls being 
dropped! At the time we were running between one and 
three bookings a day (six days a week) with dawn starts 
and late fi nishes, full time childcare and home education 
as well as the day to day work on the farm. It’s a good job 
we have fabulous staff to help us.

By the time autumn rolls around, there is a defi nite calm 
about the place - well as calm as it ever will be! It gives us 
time to catch up on bigger jobs around the farm and also 
enjoying family days. The shorter hours of light mean work 
hours are somewhat restricted which isn’t a bad thing.

A day out, whatever time of year can be interesting. In July, 
we had a phone call whilst at a residential home to say 
the pig that was in with the boar was giving birth. We gave 
midwifery advice over the phone which included ensuring 
the boar was kept away. The boar she was with was not 
the father - a problem you get when you keep all male 
piglets uncastrated and keep them even when they are old 
enough to become active.

We are always up for a bit of a challenge and getting the 
trailers in and out of various venues is usually the interesting 
bit. Add that to a bit of London driving with extra narrow 
lanes, part time no left/right turns and a few width 
restrictions, it is hard to be bored. One challenging one 
during the summer required us to drive through one set of 
double gates off the main road, then negotiate a diffi cult 
turn in a tight space followed by a reverse through two sets 
of narrow double gates (not aligned, of course and with 
only a footpath in between them), slalom past gazebos, 
before carrying everything the fi nal 100m to where we 
needed to be. We save money by not joining a gym!

At October half term, two of the piglets from the 
aforementioned surprise litter went up to Andrews’ 
Endowed for a few months to do some digging up of 
nettles and bramble roots. They were chosen as they were 
fairly small and included the runty one which had been 
about a third of the size of the others. Within a few hours, 
we had a phone call to say both piglets were so small they 
had slipped between the gaps of the electric fencing, 
hardly noticing the ‘ping’ it must have given them. So we 
swapped them for the ‘next size up’! The two piglets up 
at the school now were born at the end of May to the sow 
that created her own leaf and twig nest in the open, right by 
the public footpath. We know many people were able to 
enjoy watching the very young piglets before the weather 
turned and the sow took them up to the shelter.

So we begin to look forward to 2020. Not only have we 
got lots of bookings already in the diary for the trailers, 
we hope there will also be lots of pattering feet on the 
farm. The ram has been in with the ewes and is now back 

Mill Cottage Farm

on nearly 11 months rest - lambing should begin on 1st 
February. Rosie and Diego the alpacas were together earlier 
in the summer so a cria is expected in the summer. And 
Harvey came to visit in September and October so we 
hope to have donkey foals next autumn.

Sarah Main

Tom, Hollie & Beth ready for a recent Medieval-themed 
farm booking undertaken for a private party
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ROOKERY
BARNS LTD

Complete your country home...

Quality, Style and Service since 1998
tel: 01420 488870 | www.rookerybarns.com

As your local barn specialist, we have designed and 
constructed over 00 oak barn-style buildings in the last 
years. We offer to take care of every stage of your project:     

� Designing your barn
� Securing planning approval if required
� Groundworks and landscaping
� Barn construction and erection
� Roofing, electrics and internal fit-out
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which, with the predominance of mature beech trees, 
makes it reminiscent of Gilbert White’s famous bostal path 
that he organised up Selborne hanger in 1780 as a more 
gentle alternative to the 1753 zigzag ascent. Chris Webb, 
National Trust staff member in charge of Selborne lands, 
also saw the resemblance and he spotted a gully that he 
identifi ed as a timber slider, where cut timber was hauled 
down the slope. 

New Year Resolution: keep a notebook
I have over 100 hard back notebooks 6 x 4 inches back to 
the early 1960s and they are so useful as biological records 
over the same time span that Gilbert White kept notes in 
the eighteenth century at Selborne. Maybe acquisition of 
a fi eld notebook and its use on your regular walks around 
Holybourne should be a New Year Resolution for 2020. The 
results could be fed into the Holybourne Village Magazine.

GW300
Next year 2020 marks the tercentenary of the birth of the 
Reverend Gilbert White of Selborne, generally regarded as 
the father of British natural history studies and author of the 
world famous classic of science and English writing The 
Natural History and Antiquities of Selborne. A website will 
be launched soon announcing Gilbert White tercentenary 
events throughout the country, including his native village 
of Selborne and I will be picking up on links between 
Gilbert White and Holybourne and the River Wey in this 
column next spring.

Dr June Chatfi eld OBE, Chair, Northern Wey Trust

The summer warm weather and drought continued into 
early October with low river levels and the Wey in the Alton 
source dry, although some other minor springs in Flood 
Meadows and the Wey bank at Ashdell Road continued 
to run for longer. Then, my fi eld note book entry for 11th

October started “Rain, rain, rain”. Surface run-off from roads 
and road drains into the river was immense. In Alton roads 
became rivers as water rushed down roads on the steep 
hills in gutters with the velocity causing most of the fl ow to 
miss interception with drains and pooling on level ground. 
Manhole covers were lifted.

Water returned to the dry sections of the river through Alton 
from surface run-off and road drains but without much 
fl ow, showing that it was surface rather than groundwater. 
When the heavy rain stops water levels in rivers soon drops. 
It takes time for rain on the surface to move through the soil 
and rocks to replenish the water table and set the springs 
fl owing again, something that happens in the early months 
of the year.

A November walk along the Wey in Holybourne showed a 
high water level in the river that was murky grey at Upper 
Neatham Mill through to Neatham Mill. The riverside footpath 
at Mill Cottage Farm was wet and here the abundant rush 
growth (Juncus spp.) indicate a near surface water-table 
level and thus negligible drainage. The foot bridge over The 
Bourne gave a view to the village of water fi lling the channel, 
racing down the meadow from the village and murky while 
it pooled and spilled over its channel between the bridge 
and the Wey, depositing soil swooped up on its passage 
through the meadow making this area murky and brown. At 
no point did I see the bottom.

Passage of autumn and advent of winter was also evident, 
not only in the cold conditions, but in the bare twigs 
of some riverside trees, particularly poplars. Vestiges 
of autumn colour remain on some other trees. Sunday 
afternoon was fi ne giving a sunset, then a full moon rising 
on the opposite horizon over the river on the fi nal stretch. 
Here it was atmospheric to see the mists rising from the wet 
ground of the riverside fi elds around the llamas and sheep.

Lynch Hill hanger
This strip of hanger woodland that is a splendid example of 
a river bluff with the Wey meandering its course through the 
fl ood plain below parallel with Mill Lane and the industrial 
estate, has come into focus in recent years due to the arable 
fi eld above being included in the Alton Neighbourhood 
Plan for employment use and two separate applicants 
receiving planning permission for access, one off 
Waterbrook Road, Mill Lane and the other off Montecchio 
Way. A fi eld meeting of the Alton Natural History Society 
was held in April 2018 to record the fl ora and fauna of 
this hanger woodland along the public footpath. The path 
starts off Mill Lane over the bridge of the Caker Stream at 
the foot of the slope and traverses diagonally up the slope 

Our River
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HolybourneHolybourne
Archives

Curtis Museum & Curtis Museum & 
Allen GalleryAllen Gallery

Publican & Painter at White Hart
For a few years from 1924 the licence at the White Hart was 
held by Cyril Halcomb Ward (1863-1935). He took over 
management of the public house owing to fi nancial losses 
during the war.

Cyril was the son of the Rev. Charles Bruce Ward and 
Hannah Maria (nee Blagg).  He was educated at Cambridge 
University and became a professional watercolour artist 
and a member of the Manchester Academy of Art and 
of the Royal Cambrian Academy.  He was the author and 
illustrator of “Royal Gardens” published in 1912.

He married Muriel, eldest daughter of Henry Laurence, on 
June 3, 1909. Cyril was required to appear in court twice 
during his time in Holybourne, once on account of his 
wayward daughter and the second time regarding a client’s 
account (see newspaper snippets on opposite page).

In 1931 Mrs Florence Jane Wilson took over as licensee 
of the White Hart, two years later she moved to Farnham 
where she met a grisly end, but that is another story.

Cyril died four years later in February 1935 leaving his effects 
totalling £293 11s 9d to his daughter Penelope Ward.

Linda Habberfi eld  archive@holybourne.com

An example of 
Cyril’s watercolour 
paintings above, 
and the book 
itself, published by 
Longmans, Green, 
and Co. in 1912. 
This had 32 colour 
plates as well as 
“5 pen drawings” 
(garden plans).
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ALLEN GALLERY
There are no talks in December 2019.

Gilbert White and Alton 
In this anniversary year of his birth, (1720), local historian 
Jane Hurst talks about Gilbert’s Alton.  Although he lived in 
Selborne, he had many connections in the town - a sister-
in-law and two nieces lived here, he shopped at drapers 
and ironmongers and bought wine from the Swan. 

Thursday 23rd January 7.30.  Tickets £5 per person from the 
Allen Gallery.

Here’s to the Men of Alton – WW11 
Tony Cross continues his description of the War dead – this 
time concentrating on WW11.

Thursday 13th February 7.30.  FREE

Alton’s Wildlife Year in Photos
Steve Mansfi eld covers the wide range of butterfl ies, 
beetles, orchids, dragonfl ies and fungi which can be found 
within ten miles of Alton.

Thursday 27th  February 7.30.  Tickets £5 per person from 
the Gallery.

CURTIS MUSEUM
The Museum will be open during the Town’s Yuletide 
Festival on Sunday December 1st.  You can visit the shop for 
stocking fi llers and books on local history, or take a break 
from shopping and browse among the Museum’s exhibits 
– Stone Age man to Jane Austen and beyond. 

Alton papers book 
Number 23 in the series Alton Papers is now available at the 
Museum.  Articles include two on the history of Westbrooke 
House, both as a private estate in the mid-1200s, and later 
as a lunatic asylum.  Paul Fenwick has contributed a piece 
on the 1881 Census, with particular emphasis on where 
Alton people were born and on their lines of work. The 
villages of Shalden and Chawton are in this issue - David 
Lacey has written about John Lightfoot, vicar of Shalden 
from 1765-77 and a noted botanist and Fellow of the Royal 
Society, while the late Violet Hunt provides details of the 
eight Chawton men listed on the war memorial, together 
with descriptions of village life during WW2.  Finally Jane 
Hurst writes about the founding of the Jane Austen Society 
in the early 1940s, leading, in 1949, to Jane Austen’s Cottage 
in Chawton being opened to the public – by the then Duke 
of Wellington.

Alton Papers 23 costs £3 and is available from the Curtis 
Museum.

(01420 82802)  www.hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk 
Hours are Tues-Sat, Gallery 10.30 - 4.30, Museum 10 – 5
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Since May 2019 I have been the District Councillor for 
the Holybourne ward and also one of the two Town 
Councillors. Prior to 2 May 2019 I was the District Councillor 
for Whitedown and a Town Councillor for Ashdell. 

In 2014-15 I was the Town Mayor for Alton. This was an 
incredibly interesting year as Britt and I attended almost 
160 events ranging from opening new shops, inviting 
school children to the Town Hall, supporting social 
activities, Remembrance Day events and raising money 
for local charities. We can be very proud that there are so 
many excellent organisations and charities in Alton and 
Holybourne. I seemed to be in the Alton Herald every week 
so whether that increased or decreased their circulation I am 
not quite sure. The following picture is taken from my Civic 
Reception when I could thank everyone who contributed 
so much to our local communities. Britt wore her Swedish 
national costume (pictured right, with Graham).

My family and I moved to Anstey Mill Close in 1988 after 
living in Holland for three years. Our two sons, Anders and 
Nick both went to Andrews’ Endowed School, Eggars 
School and then Alton College. They still live close by 
to Alton after coming back from university. Our daughter 
Anna-Karin was born with Downs syndrome. She lives in an 
excellent special home in Lindford and we see her every 
few weeks.

Most of my career was spent in very senior positions 
responsible for international sales and marketing in several 
large telecommunications infrastructure companies. These 
companies were based in the USA, Canada, Netherlands, 
UK, Dubai and Pakistan so I did a lot of international travelling 
from home often for many weeks at a time. 

Britt comes from Gothenburg in Sweden where we met in 
the summer of 1969 when I was an exchange undergraduate 
studying physics and mathematics. We became engaged in 
1970 and we were married in Gothenburg on Midsummer 
Eve 1971. The whole ceremony was in Swedish and my 
Swedish at the time was rather limited so I still do not know 
if I said “ja” or “nej” at the correct places!!

Sweden and all things Swedish are a major part of our lives 
for Britt and I and I speak fl uent Swedish. We have been 
very active members of the Swedish Church in London for 
over 40 years. We spend about three weeks in various parts 
of Sweden on several visits every year meeting friends and 
relatives. 

We also have a lot of Swedish friends who live in Hampshire 
so we are very active members of the Hampshire Anglo 
Scandinavian Society. For 22 years we held a “Crayfi sh 
party” in our garage every August with about 40 guests 
who live in all parts of Hampshire. This is when the Swedes 
really let their hair down with special drinking songs, party 
games, consuming copious quantities of alcohol and eating 
crayfi sh which are like mini lobsters. It marks the end of the 
summer before the cold and dark winters set in.

The village welcomes back Dr Chris Everett, founder editor of this 
magazine and former Chair of the HVA and his wife Geraldine, 
alongside Alton MP Damian Hinds for the annual Remembrance 
service in the village.

Councillor Graham Hill 
Who am I?

Please contact me if I can help in any way with any 
Alton Town or East Hampshire District Council matters or 
problems. My contact details are :

Tel: 01420 86221  
Mobile:  07745837772 
Email EHDC: graham.hill@easthants.gov.uk 
 ATC:    graham.hill@alton.gov.uk
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The HVA meets in the village hall at 8pm on the second 
Tuesday of every month (except for August). Everyone 
who lives in Holybourne is automatically a member and is 
welcome to attend any meeting. Indeed, we have a special 
item on our agenda for any member to raise any subject 
pertinent to the village or the local community. So, if you 
have any burning issues you want to raise, or just want to 
come along to hear about current issues, please do so. We 
are always looking for new blood and new ideas!

After having spent more than a year investigating the 
possibility of Holybourne forming a parish council, it was 
agreed at our AGM in early October, that there was not 
enough support, commitment or desire from the community 
to make this a reality. We have, therefore, shelved the idea, 
and will now seek to strengthen our relationship with Alton 
Town Council, through working closely with our two Town 
Councillors, Graham Hill and Paul Crossley.

By the time you read this, two of the village’s signifi cant 
events will have taken place, the Fireworks display and the 
Remembrance parade. Hopefully the weather will have 
been kind and they will have been completed successfully 
and enjoyably. The next date for your diary is Wednesday 
18th December at 7pm for Carols round the Christmas Tree 
outside the White Hart, so I hope you will come along and 
enjoy a festive get together

Would you like us to organise more events? Any suggestions 
that are likely to be of interest to a signifi cant portion of 
the village would be happily considered. However, don’t 
forget that events do not organise themselves, and we 
would defi nitely need extra volunteers and helpers!

The Holybourne.com website is currently undergoing a 
revamp to make it more user friendly and more relevant to 

Speedwatch: 6 Years on

Holybourne 
Village Association

In 2013, I read an article in this very publication in which 
Nick Cane announced that Holybourne would be mounting 
its very own Speedwatch patrols.  At the time, my children 
were 11 and 9 respectively, and walking to and from 
Andrews’ Endowed School along London Road every day.  
I felt that anything I could do to make that journey a little 
bit safer for them would be worthwhile, so I volunteered.  
Nick did an admirable job of organising and training us all, 
and has continued to do so ever since.

Fast forward six years, and my eldest son is at Alton College 
and just starting driving lessons (!!), my youngest son is 
walking to and from Eggars every day, and I am considerably 
longer in the tooth. Most of the Speedwatch volunteers 
have been part of our friendly little gang since the very start, 
though (without wishing to sound like a vampire) we do 
need some fresh blood if we are to continue to run regular 
Speedwatch patrols. Nick has now stepped down from 
his organising role, and has volunteered me to take over.  If 
you could spare an hour of your time on a bi-monthly basis 
and would like to join us, please drop me an email.

Mary Chubb  chubbjmfw@gmail.com

the needs of the community. Watch out for more information 
about this soon. Hopefully this will become a one-stop 
shop for everything you need to know about the village, 
so please go on-line and give it a try. Don’t forget we also 
have a Facebook page as well, which we encourage you to 
like and use.

The Holybourne Cup, this year, has been awarded to 
Ysanne and Peter Legg (above) in recognition of their years 
of voluntary work and fundraising on behalf of the local 
community which was highlighted in the last issue of this 
magazine. They are very worthy winners of this award and 
we offer them our congratulations and grateful thanks.

A big thank you also to Nick Cane who has stood down 
from his roles as co-ordinator of both SpeedWatch and 
Friends of the Pond; and retiring committee members, Tom 
Yendell, Bob Page, Vernon Burford, and Charlotte Murrell. 
Your efforts have been greatly appreciated!

Please let us have your feedback and tell us what you think 
about current issues. We can only represent your views if 
we know what they are! I look forward to hearing from you.

David Houghton, HVA Chairman 
chairman@holybourne.com
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Memories ofMemories of
pre-bypasspre-bypass
HolybourneHolybourne
I was born in1947 in the old Holybourne Nursing Home 
which was situated on the corner of what is now Malthouse 
Mews and is now a private home. My mother remembered 
being pushed home to 126 in a wheel chair with me on her 
lap! I lived there for the next 26 years until 1973 returning 
again in 1986.

As long as I can remember there was a double decker bus 
service between Guildford and Winchester operated by 
Aldershot and District Traction Company, affectionately 
known as “Traco”. The buses from Guildford stopped 
outside the White Hart and the bus from Winchester 
outside no.126 next to the shop. (The bus stop sign was 
actually in the corner of our front garden).The drivers would 
swap buses there and return to their respective depots in 
Winchester and Guildford. I often remember passengers 
staring into our windows while we ate a meal as they 
waited for the changeover.

It’s almost impossible to image double decker buses 
running through the village now trying to negotiate the 
parked cards and through traffi c. Timetables would have 
defi nitely gone to pot!  The service continued until 1970 
when the Alton by-pass opened. Two stops were created 
at Neatham and Cuckoos Corner to serve the village.

Another thing I remember was the amount of traffi c that 
came through the village as this road was the main road 
from London to the South Coast. The summer months were 
the worst as vehicles were often queued from the Hen and 
Chicken public house to get through Alton and Chawton. 
The easiest way for us to get to Alton was by going via 
Brockham Hill and the Old Odiham Road on our bicycles 
as we didn’t have a car at that time.

The village also had a transport café run by the Edwards 
family situated in the vicinity of Vindomis/Pentons 
Close. Later this was a Murco fi lling station. We also had 
Holybourne Garage and its sister fi lling station opposite 
called Streamacre.  There were also two tea rooms in the 
village, one called Mapes on the junction of London Road 
and Lower Neatham Mill Lane which was run by the Palmer 
family and another on the corner of Malthouse Mew which 
was run by two sisters. Both no doubt catered for the 
London traffi c as well as villagers.

The day the by-pass opened the village was eerily quiet – 
no traffi c noise day and night, no petrol/diesel fumes, easy 
to cross the road and you could park outside your own 
house if you had a car without causing mayhem! Hard to 
imagine in this day and age.

Michael Chandler
Any other long term residents of the village like to add 
their recollections? Ed.

Holybourne in 1898

Derby Daily Telegraph 1925

Below:

Western 
Gazette 4th

September 
1925

The Courier and 
Advertiser 24th 

September 1926.                                                                                                                                            
              Prince Henry,  

Duke of Gloucester, 
was the third son of 
King George V and 
Queen Mary and a 

lieutenant in the 10th 

Royal Hussars
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Conveyancing

Commercial matters

Wills

Probate

Powers of attorney

Divorce and family matters

Employment

Contractual disputes

FREE initial
appointment
on most legal mattersWhatever legal assistance you

require we will advise and guide you with a practical and supportive service.

A fresh approach to legal services.
We hope you like it.

Call our friendly team on 01420 544 273 or email jacqui@jcsolicitors.com

11 High Street,Alton
Hampshire GU34 1AW
www.jcsolicitors.com

Free quotation and
consultation
Fully qualified and
insured
References available

Specialists in Ponds,
Water Features, Paving
and Timberwork

p
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For all your
hard and soft
landscaping needs

Tel: 01730 601931
Mob: 07795 615526

thrivelandscapes@aol.com
www.thrivelandscapes.org

CAN'T YOU DO
ANYTHING RIGHT ?

HOME COMPUTER SUPPORT & TUITION
" My PC Home Help ! "

Friendly, Professional Support for
Windows PC, Apple Computers, iPads etc.

visit: www.myPChomehelp.co.uk

Computer Repairs, Virus Removal & Upgrades
Broadband Wired/Wireless Solutions & Setup
One To One Home Tuition for all Abilities
Smart TVs and other Home Technology

I Supply, Install & Support PCs, iMacs & iPads

Call RICHARD SIERS on Bentley (01420) 22844
enquiries@myPChomehelp.co.uk

5www.holybourne.com Winter 2019 Holybourne
Neatham& Village Magazine

Holybourne Village Pond, - the view from the churchyard

Village Pond 
A Brief Review
In 1991 the Village Pond was emptied and 
major works, which included building the 
dam in the south-west corner and maintaining 
the island, were completed.

By 2004 however the pond was deteriorating 
- there were trees down in it, the banks were 
in poor condition and the island was eroding 
badly. After considerable efforts, it was 
established that nobody owns the pond. It 
is a village asset. The HVA therefore set up 
a sub-committee named ‘The Friends of the 
Village Pond’ to address the issues.

At about the same time one of the two 
white geese that could not fl y and lived on 
the pond died. A new white goose was 
introduced and they are both still there after 
15 years and appear to get on very well.  In 
many ways they were the fi rst Friends of the 
Pond!

Volunteers did lots of work improving the 
surrounds of the pond. The rail fence in the 
churchyard was installed and the one on the 
Church Lane side renovated. In addition a 
number of trees were pruned and the willow 
on the island pollarded for the fi rst time. We 
failed to ask for Planning Permission for this 
and were threatened with a £10000 fi ne but 
were forgiven by the council - we have not 
repeated this error!

In 2005 it was decided that it was necessary 
to rebuild the island and this would be a 
substantial expenditure. Over the next year 
the money was raised from Alton Town 
Council, EHDC, the National Lottery and 
donations from villagers. In addition we held 
a car boot sale on the Sports Field followed 
by a fund raising cricket match sponsored 
by Holybourne Cricket Club. So by October 2006 we had 
the funds for the renovation and we selected a contractor. 
However there was so much water in the pond that we 
were unable to rebuild the island until October 2007. The 
island was surrounded with posts and mesh, the structure 
backfi lled with earth, then gabion stone was placed round 
it for support . 

At the same time we installed a couple of fl oating islands 
with rolls of coir into which we set aquatic plants. These 
were to be attractive and to provide protection for 
spawning fi sh. This was not a good idea. The ducks ate 
all the plants and we ended up with what looked like a 
couple of fl oating mattresses! They were removed some 
years later.

Since these major works, the role of the Friends of the Pond 
has been maintenance. The willow is pollarded every two 

years, the island is tidied, trees which fall in the pond are 
removed or trimmed, the fences and shrubs are maintained 
and other objects (such as motor bikes) that arrive are also 
dealt with.  The only major cost was in 2013 when a large 
ash from the churchyard fell into the pond. The Church and 
the Pond Committee shared the cost of removal but we left 
part of the trunk in the water to support wildlife.

In due course it will be necessary to dredge the pond. 
The silt is building up and will need removing. This is a 
substantial job and will cost a lot of money.

The pond is a major village asset, enjoyed by villagers and 
visitors alike. It is important that we continue to maintain 
it well. I encourage anybody who would like to help to 
contact the HVA.

Nick Cane, Friends of the Village Pond 
nick.cane@btinternet.com
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Jan Haben, making sure our waterfowl are fed

Jan Haben 
Holybourne’s “Duck Lady”

geese that 
were donated 
to the pond by 
the Lady of Manor Farm many 
years ago and it is probably only 
due to Jan’s conscientious care that they continue to thrive.  
The Geese can’t fl y so are dependent on Jan’s benefi cence 
but that is unlikely to run out soon. 

“They are not mine but I feel like they are. I care about them 
as if they were my pets and I can never go away because 
it would be like leaving a pet unfed for the period of time 
I would be away.” 

I’m not at all sure that I could cope with the responsibility 
of caring for fi fty or so pets but as I come away from the 
pond, I refl ect once again, how blessed Holybourne is to 
have people like Jan in our midst.

Jerry Janes, Editor

Having lived in the village for more than twenty years I 
foolishly assume I know about most things that go on.  It 
was both a surprise and a delight therefore, to meet Jan 
Haben, who for the last thirteen years, alone and for some 
time before that with a friend, has twice daily fed the ducks 
and geese on the village pond.  This is, I hasten to add, at 
her own expense.

“I do it because it needs doing and I enjoy doing it. They 
need feeding, especially the geese and if they weren’t 
fed, they would leave.”  An awful lot of children that have 
fed and been fascinated by the ducks over the years owe 
much to Jan.

Her day starts at daybreak when she is to be found feeding 
corn to the geese while being observed by the fi fty or so 
ducks that make up the pond’s population.  The ducks 
are not forgotten and neither too are the two families of 
Moorhens that are fi ercely territorial so one family has to 
be fed from the other side of the pond.  As she sets off 
to walk round, she is followed by the ducks who know 
that more supplies are about to be delivered.  Some of the 
ducks are mercenary transients who disappear once the 
feed has been delivered but return in time for Jan’s next 
appearance.  Most stay at the pond however leaving only 
to mate and then return.

Jan is a fount of knowledge about the birds and tells me 
that geese can live to be forty fi ve and that our two are 
thirty and twenty respectively. The oldest is the last of six 
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2019 has been a great season for the club and there’s no 
better way to start the preparation for our 25th Anniversary 
in 2020 than with the promotion of our 2nd XI to the HCL 
Regional North East Division 1. That follows the promotion 
of the 1st XI in 2018 to the HCL County Division 4 North – this 
is a brilliant performance over two seasons with our home-
grown talent really stepping-up to the mark! Thanks to the 
coaches, parents and ground staff at the club who make 
this all possible. 

In September we held our 2019 Annual Awards and took 
the opportunity to congratulate the players who had made 
an outstanding contribution during the season.

The Junior section continues to perform well and provides 
a large number of talented players to the two senior teams. 
This year we fi elded teams in the U11, U13, U15 and U13 
Girls age groups and it was overall a positive season. In 

August we held a U9 tournament where we were joined 
by two teams from local clubs and it was a great success 
giving the very youngest of our members the chance to 
play competitive cricket. In 2020 we will hold a similar 
tournament and invite more teams to come and play. A 
date for your diary – the Junior Winter Training Sessions 
will start the fi rst or second week of January 2020 so keep 
an eye on the club website for more information: 
www.holybourne.play-cricket.com  

The highlight of the summer for cricket fans was the 
incredible victory for England over New Zealand in the 
2019 ICC Cricket World Cup – this was a nail-biting – edge 
of your seat fi nale which had the nation gripped in a game 
that could have gone either way, even down to last ball. In 
almost a repeat of this fi nal game England clinched the T20 
series victory over New Zealand 3-2 after another deciding 
“super-over” – this really goes to show what an exciting 
game cricket can be!

2020 is big milestone for the club and 25 years is a great 
achievement. There have been many players, coaches, 
parents and committee members over the years all of 
whom have contributed in some way to this success. In 
the Spring Edition of the magazine we will have a special 
feature for the club and explain a little about our history 
and plans for the future. You can also expect that in 2020 
there will be plenty of opportunities to join us on the 
Sports Field to celebrate.

May I wish everyone in the club and everyone in Holybourne 
a really great Christmas! Don’t forget that if you are short 
on ideas for Christmas presents there are lots of really nice 
sports and cricket kit available on our club shop website: 
https://teamwear.nxt-sports.com/shop/holybournecc 

Peter Robinson

Holybourne Cricket ClubHolybourne Cricket Club

YOUR FRIENDLY,
COMMUNITY OPTICIANS

Come in now or call for an appointment

Ganders Barn | Ganders Business Park
Kingsley | GU35 9LU

Sight Testing

OCT Scans

Contact Lens Fitting & Supply

Minor Eye Conditions
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HOLYBOURNE VILLAGE HALL

Available for public hire, offering a
maximum capacity of 60 people, a fully-
fitted and equipped kitchen, toilet
facilities and full level access.
The hall is situated in the centre of the
village, just a few yards up Church Lane
from London Road.

HOURLY HIRE RATES
Holybourne Residents
Weekdays: £8.50
Weekends before 18:00 £10.00
Weekends after 18:00 £11.50
Non-Holybourne Residents
Weekdays: £10.00
Weekends before 18:00 £13.50
Weekends after 18:00 £18.00

BOOKING ENQUIRIES
Vickie Kemp
01420 549074 / 07737 369803
villagehall@holybourne.com

ONLINE HALL AVAILABILITY
www.holybourne.com
Select the ‘Village Hall’
Press “Click Here to Book”

The china, glass and cutlery in the kitchen are all included in the cost of the hire.
Hirers must ensure that the duration of their booking is sufficient for any setting up and clearing up. Free access to the hall cannot be given for this purpose.

Friends of Alton Station
It is pleasing to report that things are afoot! If you’ve been 
following the project to save the footbridge at Alton 
station, you’ll know that it has been long time in the works. 
We are now settled on the fi rst weekend in March 2020 for 
the removal of the bridge, so we and Network Rail have 
been getting our ducks in a row in preparation.

One piece of good luck resulted from an article in the 
Herald asking for some space to store the bridge after 
removal. Brant Storage, based by the Departure Lounge 
Cafe in the Basingstoke Road, came forward with an offer 
of space. As a result of this, we are currently planning to 
remove the central section of the bridge in one piece, 
using a low-loader lorry to transport it to site.

The other piece of good fortune was the offer of money 
to cover the removal costs from the Railway Heritage Trust. 
This is closely linked to Network Rail, with the purpose of 
funding the restoration of historic structures on the working 
railway. This grant, coupled with the space offered by Brant 
Storage, will mean that the fi rst phase of our project to save 
the bridge will be entirely possible.

The next stage will be to take the bridge apart. It was made 
as a kit of parts bolted together, so we should be able to 
break it down into a set of components, deciding which 
parts will need to be replaced or repaired as we go. Thanks 
to donations already made, including one very generous 

donor, we have money in hand to start the restoration 
process. We will be seeking sponsors for the timber, and 
for volunteers to help with the carpentry work.

The fi nal phase is the least certain at the moment - 
reinstatement of the bridge. Up until recently, we had the 
stated aim of replacing the bridge in its original position. 
Our tame (retired) railway engineer worked out that 
the costs of this would be too high for us to reasonably 
consider. Also, the aforementioned grant has been made 
on condition that the bridge is not put back over the 
operational railway. We are therefore working on an new 
position over Mid-Hants tracks at the station. This has not 
been fi nalised, so it is not possible to say more than this 
at this stage, but we believe that the result will be a good 
compromise for people interested in the historic nature of 
the bridge, and for Altonians who wish to see it retained.

Please do keep looking at our website and Facebook pages 
for the latest updates, and of course, in future editions of 
this magazine. If you would like to make a donation and/or 
offer your time, please do get in touch.

Stephen Lewis, Chair of Friends of Alton Station 
www.Fr iendsOfAltonStat ion.org.uk  
www.facebook.com/f r iendsofa l tonstat ion 
w w w. j u s t g i v i n g . c o m / c r o w d f u n d i n g / a l t o n -
stat ion-footbr idge-campaign
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Once again I have been meeting some truly remarkable 
people who either live or work in the village. Like many, I 
assumed the immaculate condition of the churchyard was 
down to a well-paid contractor but it is in fact the work 
of one man and a volunteer at that.  Similarly, the fact that 
we have geese and ducks on our pond is because of the 
generosity and industry of one woman who feeds them 
twice daily at her own expense. The village is indebted to 
them both but perhaps you know of someone who also 
contributes to the quality of life in the village in some way? 
If so, please do let me know.

I am drawn back to the appeal in the last issue by Richard 
Kelly for people to offer their time. Consider why you 
choose to live here and what you might do to make it an 
even better place to live and work - could you contribute? 
I’d love to see the submission of new articles on anything of 
general interest so please if there are any budding writers 
out there, do get in touch.

Predictably, I have received responses to my comments 
about vehicle-related issues in the village. Speed of vehicles 
worries people and often the culprits are parents on the 
school run. The stretch outside the pub and shop, and 
that opposite the Howards Lane junction, have become 
single lane speed tests where motorists try to get through 
the parked cars before anything approaches from the other 
direction. Pedestrians who have to cross between parked 
cars are particularly at risk. If you cannot stop in ten feet, 
you are going too fast through those areas.

The insanity of parking opposite the Howards Lane and 
Church Lane junctions drew strong comment, but alongside 
this was an appeal for understanding for those that have 
to park on the road outside their houses because there 
is nowhere else. I wonder if people complained when 
horses and carts, carriages and hansom cabs trundled 
through the village? Michael Fidler shares his recollections 
of life pre-A31 and it was worse before it got better.  Finally 
the problems of staff from the Lawn and Treloars parking on 
London Road also provoked some ire.

By the time you read this, we ‘ll be well into the Christmas 
season and heading for mid winter. Brexit continues 
to divide family, friends and the nation, so the need for 
community could never be stronger. From Kay, Vickie, 
Stephen and myself on the production team, have a 
fabulous Christmas and a successful New Year. 

Jerry Janes, Editor 
My new email address is: jerrymjj@outlook.com

4 Jan Haben: Holybourne’s “Duck Lady”
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Lynch gate for Holybourne’s church - photo by Jerry Janes
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Advertising: Kay Tomlinson kay@dktomlinson.com
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Design & Layout: Stephen Lewis stephen@sl-design.co.uk
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Disclaimer
The Holybourne Village Magazine is self-funding and produced for general interest 
and entertainment. Every effort has been made to ensure that the information is 
accurate and error-free at the time of going to press. All persons names will have 
been contacted, if possible, and where appropriate have agreed to their details 
being published (see above). Neither they, the Editor, nor Holybourne Village 
Association, accept any responsibility for losses arising from the use or misuse of 
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BBrewery Shop & Off Licence  
  ffff   DDraught beer to takeaway from 2pints upwards   

1150+ Craft Beers from all over the world                            

HHandpicked Selection of Wines and Spirits  

GGorilla Spirits——LLocally produced Gin  

Opening Times: Mon 9-5 / Tue-Fri 9-7 / Sat 10-5 / Sun Closed 

Triple fff Brewery , Magpie Works, Sta on Approach, Four Marks, Hampshire GU34 5HN 

                  Tel: 01420 561422  /  Email: retail@triplefff.com 
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Waterbrook Road (off Mill Lane)

ALTON, GU34 2UD
01420 571234

Timber | Building Materials | Paving | Fencing | Bathrooms | Hand Tools | Ironmongery | Decorating | Doors & Windows

Bathroom 
Design

Board 
Cutting

Free 
Parking

Delivery 
Service

Expert 
Advice

Lift to 1st 
Floor

Trade & 
Public 

Welcome
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High-Quality Printing

Your partner in design

01252 314765 / 01252 330683

High-Quality Design

Parish & Church Magazines . Magazines . Newsletters
Brochures . Leaflets . Calendars . Postcards
Greeting Cards . Stationery . Banners . & More

Graphic Design . Page Layouts
Photo Editing . Text Editing
Content Management

Please get in touch if you would like us
to help you to make your newsletter or
magazine make its mark.

info@imprintcolour.co.uk www.imprintcolour.co.uk

01420 594644 info@sl-design.co.uk www.sl-design.co.uk

Imprint Colour Limited,
Unit 3 Pegasus Court, North Lane,
Aldershot, Hampshire. GU12 4QP

Stephen Lewis Design Consultancy, 4 Archery Rise, Alton, Hampshire. GU34 1PG

us
or

Rise Alton Hampshire GU34 1PG

A High-Quality
Partnership

Holybourne
Neatham

www.holybourne.com

& Village Magazine
£2 where sold
Delivered free to every house in Holybourne & Neatham

Holybourne Hero: Arthur BeagleyHolybourne Hero: Arthur Beagley
Lessons for a (self) boat builderLessons for a (self) boat builder

Jan Haben: Holybourne’s “Duck Lady”Jan Haben: Holybourne’s “Duck Lady”
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