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The Shop
We stock an incredible selection of the best rated 

craft beers from around the world but if beers aren’t 

your thing then maybe our selection of artisan Gins, 

Rums, Vodkas, Whiskeys and more can tempt you.

Opening times

Mon - Fri  9am-5pm • Sat  10am-2pm

3.8% A.B.V.
BEST BITTER

alto nomine

4.2% A.B.V.
BEST BITTER

 
  triple�fbrewery

  @triple�fbrewer

  triple�fbrewery

triplefff.com
01420 561422  |  sales@triple�f.com

3 Magpie Works, Station Approach,  

Four Marks, Hampshire, GU34 5HN

Contact Town & Country today.

Town & Country is a trading style of T & C Cars Limited and is a credit broker not a lender.

Model shown: Vitara 1.4 Boosterjet SZ5 manual including dual tone paint (£800) available at £23,299 on the road. Fuel economy and CO2**
results for the Vitara 2019 range Mpg (l/100km): Combined from 44.8 (6.3) to 52.3 (5.3). **CO2 emissions: 143g/km to 121g/km. The fuel
consumption you achieve in real life conditions and CO2 produced will depend upon a number of factors including the accessories fitted
(post-registration), variations in weather, driving styles and vehicle load. **There is a new test used for fuel consumption and CO2 figures.
The CO2 figures shown however, is based on the outgoing test cycle and will be used to calculate vehicle tax on first registration. Only
compare fuel consumption and CO2 figures with other cars tested to the same technical standard.

*0% APR and No Deposit available on all Vitara models. Hire Purchase product available on 0% APR over 24-36 months. Personal Contract
Purchase product available on 0% APR over 25-37 months. Offer is available from participating Authorised Suzuki Dealers only. Offer cannot be
used in conjunction with any other offer unless otherwise stated. Credit is available to UK residents aged 18 years or over, subject to status, from
Suzuki Finance, a trading style of Suzuki Financial Services Ltd, St. William House, Tresillian Terrace, Cardiff, CF10 5BH. This offer is subject to
availability and Suzuki Financial Services Ltd reserves the right to withdraw or amend this offer without notice or prior warning. Suzuki Financial
Services Ltd, part of Lloyds Banking Group. Offer correct at the time of being published. Excludes Channel Islands and Isle of Man.

Request a test drive today

Town & Country Cars
165 London Road, Holybourne, Alton, GU34 4HA, 01420 82288

cars.suzuki.co.uk/dealers/town-country-cars-alton
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Sadly in my last edition as Editor, I have to start with an 
apology regarding my Barley Fields article in the last edition. 
It was never my intention to upset anyone. In my defence, 
weak though it is, I had found myself with a shortage of 
articles for the magazine, a common plight for the editor and 
wrote something in a hurry that was clearly ill-researched. 
Please support our new Editor, Mary Blackwell by writing 
about those things that are important to you. I know we 
have lots of budding writers in our community so send her 
your stuff. Her email address appears in the magazine. 
We seem to be living with Covid now, the wonderful 
medics and volunteer helpers who administer and provide 
the boosters allowing us to lead an almost normal life. 
There are many that remain vulnerable however and I 
suspect that like Flu, it is something that is with us for life. 
We can enhance our life in the village however by engaging 
with what is going on around us and by volunteering to 
help. If you are recently retired or find yourself with time 
on your hands, you are our best source of volunteers. The 
HVA committee which organises or coordinates events 
in the village might be a good place to start. No one is 
ever forced to do anything, so don’t feel put off by the 
threat of losing your life to community activities. I am 
aware of the number of other organisations in the village 
who contribute to the richness of our lives. The Village Hall 
Committee which ensures that facility remains a welcoming 
place for community events, the Cricket Club that brings on 
so many youngsters, Holybourne Theatre which does the 
same for budding thespians and Holybourne Honeys, the 
village’s WI who offer companionship and events for their 
members. There’s no need to feel alone but I recognise that 
sometimes it’s difficult for newcomers to become aware 
of what is out there. The Holybourne Facebook page and 
Community Whatsapp forum are both full of welcoming 
people if you ever need advice or a hand. Give it a go. 
Finally, it has been an honour to serve as Editor for the 
last four years. I’ve met so many interesting people and 
worked with a team that has been incredibly supportive 
and loyal. My sincere thanks to Kay Tomlinson who has 
managed the advertisers, Vicki Kemp who invoices them 
and arranges the distribution of the magazine, and Stephen 
Lewis our brilliant designer who turns my dry collection 
into something wonderful to behold. The team is changing 
but I know Mary will take things on and I offer her and her 
team, my very best wishes. Thank you to the readers of 
Holybourne for putting up with me. Best wishes to you all. 
Jerry Janes, Editor   jerrymjj@outlook.com
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Life-saving defibrillator 
for Holybourne Theatre
A defibrillator has been installed in the new foyer and 
is available to visitors to the theatre and members of the 
public when the theatre gates are open. The life-saving 
machine costs almost £1,000 and would not have been 
affordable without the contributions of our two councillors. 
Holybourne Councillor Graham Hill granted £550, and 
Whitedown Councillor Ginny Boxall granted £250 toward 
the purchase, with Holybourne Village Association putting 
in a further £175. The funds were taken from our Councillor 
Community Grant Scheme which gives every EHDC 
councillor £4,500 to spend on local projects.
Holybourne Theatre is community-run and welcomes more 
than 4,000 visitors a year for performances and workshops. 
Bob Yelland, Holybourne Theatre Treasurer, said the 
management team has been keen to buy a defibrillator for 
some time.“We are extremely grateful to the councillors and 
Holybourne Village Association for their support. Although 
we hope never to use it, having our own defibrillator 
brings peace of mind knowing that we are prepared,” 
he said. “I believe every public building should have its 
own defibrillator, they are straight-forward to use and can 
make a huge difference to someone’s life. I would like to 
thank both councillors for their enthusiastic support on this 
project and making it happen.”

Cllr Graham Hill, Bob Yelland, Treasurer of Holybourne Theatre, 
and Cllr Ginny Boxall with the new defibrillator

Village Pond
Earlier this year ATC funded extensive tree work to reduce 
overhanging thereby improving the overall appearance of 
the pond. Total cost: £3,000
Playground
The playground equipment has been replaced earlier this 
year and a shelter installed. Total cost: £36,000
EHDC Local Plan 2021 to 2040
A public consultation is running from Monday 21st 
November to Monday 16th January 2023, with a drop-
in session at the Assembly Rooms on Wednesday 7th 
December from 3.30pm to 6.30pm. It is also online, see the 
news story with links at: “www.easthants.gov.uk/news/help-
create-local-plan-tackles-tough-issues”. The consultation 
will look afresh at key issues and priorities to include the 
Climate Emergency, Population and Housing, types of 
Housing Needs,  Environment,  Infrastructure and options 
for distributing new homes in the district. This consultation 
is NOT about development sites as NO sites are included. 
Nor is it about the number of homes per settlement.

Hello, I am both the East 
Hampshire District Council 
(EHDC) Councillor and one 
of the two Alton Town  
Council (ATC) Councillors 
for the Holybourne ward 
which includes the village, 
Barley Fields and the area 
up to the health centre.  I 
have lived in the Holybourne 
ward for over 35 years. The 
HVA Committee meets every 
month and I attend as an ex 

officio member when I give an update on ATC and EHDC 
matters and follow up on a wide range of actions relating 
to Holybourne ward. Here are some of the achievements:
Replacement fences
ATC have replaced the fencing around the car park on 
Barley Fields and shortly new fencing, similar to the existing, 
will also be installed around the village pond. They have 
also provided a grant of £500 to enable the HVA to buy 
landscaping materials. Total cost: £10,000

Council 
Corner

Cllr Ginny Boxall said: “Holybourne Theatre does a terrific 
job in the community and deserves our support in 
everything it does. When they approached me to ask for 
help in buying the new defibrillator I was only too happy 
to help. I am delighted to make this contribution from my 
councillor grant fund.” Cllr Graham Hill said: “These really 
are life-saving devices and just having one on the premises 
gives us all peace of mind. The minutes after a heart attack 
can be crucial in determining whether someone makes 
a full recovery so I thrilled to have played my part in this 
project.”
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20 mph speed limit
Alton Town Council has been 
lobbying Hampshire County Council 
to implement 20mph speed limits in 
Alton and Holybourne. I fully support 
this initiative.
Water leaks
For several weeks there have been 
four water leaks on London Road. I 
have made many telephone calls to 
South East Water to escalate these 
leaks to management. These leaks 
have now been repaired : but please 
let me know if similar problems re-
occur.

Neighbourhood ‘Community Infrastructure Levy’ (CIL)
ATC has now received developer contributions as part of 
the Neighbourhood CIL. The fund was open for applications 
in November, but will be open again in April 2023.
District ‘Community Infrastructure Levy’ (CIL)
The last round of applications in July 2022 resulted in a 
total of £1.22 million being awarded for projects in Alton. 
These include the station forecourt, a new pump track in 
Anstey Park and improved swimming facilities in Treloars. 
This fund will re-open for applications in February 2023.

Community Governor 
required for Butts School 
Do you want to help shape the next generation? The Butts 
Primary School in Alton is looking for a volunteer community 
governor.  You would join our enthusiastic team of governors 
who help guide, support and challenge the school’s work. 
The Butts values its links with the local community so your 
input as a governor would be vital for us. The role calls for 
an enquiring mind, a team-working approach and a lively 
interest in supporting education.  There would be regular 
evening meetings and some daytime visits in-school.  
Interested?  Contact Richard Hill, 01420 544156

Having succeeded Kellie-
Jayne Cox as the Chair of 
the Holybourne Village 
Association, I want to pay 
tribute to her for the work 
she has done for the village 
over the last year. Taking over 
at a time when no one else 
was willing to undertake the 
role was no easy task and she 
performed it with diligence 
and her usual thoroughness. 

The whole village benefited as a result and I want to thank 
her on behalf of the HVA committee.
Speaking of the committee, it is usual practice for members 
to serve for a period of three years and can either choose to 
carry on or to leave the committee at the end of their term.  
This year we lost a number of extremely valuable members 
and we desperately need to replace them. David Houghton 
had been on the committee some years and chaired it for 
two years. He continues to make a major contribution on 
the Recreation and Sports Field Trust but his wisdom and 
humour are much missed on the committee. Peter Packham 

Holybourne
Village Association

Council Corner - continued

served on the committee for some time and became our 
Planning adviser which was helpful in the extreme to the 
committee. His local knowledge proved invaluable and 
once again he will be a hard act to follow. “Reoffenders” 
such as Pat Lerew clearly are suckers for punishment and 
her ongoing contribution is massive.  Overall though the 
demands on members are rarely onerous; we meet once 
a month with the exception of August and members can 
do as much or as little as they wish. It’s the knowledge of 
the village that is valued most highly. This doesn’t mean 
you have to have been born in the village to contribute. 
Newcomers have a fresh perspective that is really helpful.  
I’d be particularly grateful if we could have representation 
from residents of Barley Fields. 
So…. If you feel you can spare an hour and a half once 
a month PLEASE contact me or just come along to the 
meetings which are on the second Tuesday of each month 
in the village hall at 8pm. Currently we do not have enough 
committee members to meet the terms of our constitution 
so we really are in sore need of new blood. We cannot 
represent the views of the entire village if we don’t know 
what they are. Our minutes are published on the Village 
website www.Holybourne.com so do check them out 
please.
Finally, on behalf of the committee, can I wish you all a very 
happy Christmas. 
Jerry Janes chairman@holybourne.com

EHDC Councillor Grant
Each EHDC Councillor has a fund of £4,500 per year 
(March to March) which is used to support projects in the 
community. So far this year in the Holybourne ward I have 
funded £550 on a new defibrillator, £293 on a noticeboard 
for the church, £264 on verge clearance plus £500 in Alton 
for Dementia Friendly.
Finally
Please contact me if you have any questions/issues etc 
relating to Town Council or EHDC. If you would like to 
apply for any of funds/grants that I have referred to above 
please contact me in the first instance so that I can help.
Cllr Graham Hill, Tel 01420 86221 or 07745837772  
graham.hill@easthants.gov.uk / graham.hill@alton.gov.uk
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Reiki and Reflexology

Your body is the most precious thing that you
own, so why don't you invest in your well-

being and book an appointment today

C O N T A C T  L I S A  H A Y N E S
 

      
A M E T H Y S T R O S E H O L I S T I C S . C O M       

A M E T H Y S T  R O S E  H O L I S T I C S

0 7 9 1 7 4 5 1 1 8 8
 
 
  I am a VCTC qualified and insured Reflexologist and registered Reiki

Master Practitioner. 
My tranquil, Covid19 Secure treatment room is based in Holybourne,

Alton Hampshire 

What do we do? “They Just play” – is probably how a lot 
of people would answer this question. Naturally we know 
that children learn through play, however good Early Years 
practitioners do a lot more than supervise play.
Pre-school - the clue is in the name. We are all about 
preparing children for starting school, and there is a lot 
to learn about making friends, managing emotions, taking 
turns, being kind to others and learning how to resolve 
problems, whether it is a disagreement over who gets to 
play with a toy, or not being able to get the lid off a container 
which holds their fruit snack. (Do I sit and wait and see if 
anyone asks me what’s wrong? Do I try by myself? Shall I 
ask someone? How do I do that?). All these skills will be 
needed at school and in life, so we help children develop 
a solid base which will help them confidently tackle their 
early days at school and develop friendships there, built 
on respect and kindness towards others.
At pre-school, we encourage children to be as independent 
as possible, and even if they can’t quite manage the zip 
on their coat, to at least have tried for themselves, before 
asking an adult. Before the children are even in the door, 
we ask that they pop their water bottle and snack into the 
special box, if they do this independently, hopefully they 
will recognise their own items when it’s snack time later.  
Once inside the door, the children learn to take off their 
coat and hang it on their peg, recognising their own name 
above their peg. Next, they go to the slipper storage and 
take out their own slippers, take off their shoes and put 
on their slippers. Small fingers get nimbler and stronger 
each time they practise. Next up is going to the bathroom 
to wash their hands following the pictures on display and 
then drying their hands, just as they will in school.  Once 
that’s sorted, they are ready to play. 
It is amazing how children quickly learn to identify their 
own name, starting with the shape of the first letter and 
building up. So, the more practise they get the better. Pre-
school has a “who’s at pre-school today” board where the 
children find their own name on one of the figures and 
place it into the display, so we end up with a hand-holding 
string of figures and the children enjoy identifying their 
friends and examining the names. There is also a birthday 
board with photos of all the children and adults, plus a 
mirror to check how we are looking – does it match any 
of the faces on the ‘feelings’ pictures? Can we experiment 
with a smile or a grumpy face or a scary face?
While the children are playing, practitioners will be making 
their way around the playroom, busy observing, absorbing 
and analysing what they see and hear. Every practitioner 
has a group of key children who they take a particular 

We are a small group of  mature
carers who can provide care in the

privacy of  your own home.

Assistance with personal care
Continence care

Arranging appointments
Meal preparation, shopping

Light housework
Daytime sitting service

Overnight stays

We are all insured and work
independently but still work together

as a team so we can provide cover
for any holidays or sickness.

References available
Tel: Carol 07753 178468

Email: c.may981@btinternet.com

Holybourne 
Village
Pre-School
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responsibility for, assessing their language as they 
are speaking to their peers and to adults, observing 
how they move when using the large equipment, 
climbing frame, trampoline, as well as the smaller 
equipment – how are their gross motor skills? Can 
they throw a ball when outside? What stage are 
they at? Would they benefit from more practise to 
strengthen their arms by painting in large strokes 
on the wall outside or drawing with chalks on the 
playground to make a track for the tricycles? How 
about fine motor skills – are the children adept at 
breaking up blocks of Lego, or do they find that 
tricky? Would some time hunting for “treasure items” 
in the “playdough mountain” help strengthen their 
fingers? What activities does each child enjoy most? 
Which ones do they tend to do less of? Why is that? 
Do they like painting and getting messy or do they 
prefer the role play area?
Practitioners will carry out formal assessments of 
speech and language, putting in place additional 
group work to help communication skills if this will be 
beneficial. Good, regular communication with parents 
is fundamental to practitioners’ work, seeking advice or 
support from specialist services if needed, for example 
Speech and Language Therapists and Occupational 
Therapists will visit pre-school to see a child at play and 
observe and advise practitioners on a programme of 
interventions, all at play.
As the pre-school uses the village hall, all the equipment 
is set up and packed away daily, so each morning there 
is always something new to explore and experiment 
with, adding to the children’s anticipation on entering the 
playroom each day.
No opportunity is missed, we’ve had years of practise! So 
before sitting down for snack, the children help themselves 
to a beaker and choose which drink they would like, and 
then they very carefully pour milk or water from the jug into 
their beaker independently. Another useful skill, using both 
hands, one to support the jug from underneath, while the 
other controls the pouring.
Snack time and lunchtime are super opportunities for 
learning, as well as catching up with friends and chatting. 
The children learn to open those tricky sandwich boxes, 
slippery snack packets, yogurt pots and of course a variety 
of fruits to peel, like bananas and satsumas. The children 
have a go first, then they learn that if they want help, they 
need to ask. This sounds obvious, but children sometimes 
are shy, or will be endlessly patient, thinking someone will 
eventually notice they need help and ask them. To manage 
comfortably at school, children need to learn to put a hand 
up and ask, using words to express their need. 
Similarly, we have lots of children who arrive at pre-school 
wearing pull-ups, but with encouragement, they can soon 
get themselves ready for changing and then put on their 
own pull-up up with their trousers etc. Then they are so 
much closer to being ready to use the toilet independently 
and the pride they feel is obvious!

During play there are inevitably times when children 
disagree or feel something is unfair and they will tend to 
report these instances to an adult. A good practitioner 
will ask the children how they think they could resolve 
the problem. Have they tried that? Almost always if 
children are encouraged and supported to resolve things 
by themselves, their confidence grows, they know the 
question an adult asks them will be “Have you used your 
words to find out?” They no longer need the prompt; they 
know what to do in future.
An Early Years practitioner has a wide breadth of skills, 
as well as being aware of the national benchmarks set for 
children by age in months for language, communication, 
understanding the world and many more categories, they 
also observe, assess and record a child’s development 
while under their care. This is crucial to discovering the best 
way to help a child engage in different tasks. We are after all 
different and there is so much to learn - colours, shapes, big 
and small, hot and cold, sticky, soft and hard, feelings (nice 
and not so nice) – to name but a few. Practitioners also 
teach – whether it is about seasons, the family, good dental 
care and why we bother to brush teeth, healthy eating, 
taking care of ourselves and looking out for our friends. This 
teaching is done sometimes with all the children together 
perhaps via a story and a discussion with “Thought for the 
Day”, or other times, in small groups looking at a particular 
topic, or element of communication
This is a glimpse into an Early Years practitioner’s day at 
work. We haven’t touched on many of the skills they use, 
which have grown out of many years’ experience with 
children at a key stage in their development, but these skills 
are all behind the smooth transition of a confident, resilient, 
happy child from pre-school to Reception class at primary 
school and beyond. Quite an achievement and the best 
gift they can give.
Oh and we just play and have fun! 
Sue Husbands
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ROOKERY
BARNS LTD

Complete your country home...

Quality, Style and Service since 1998
tel: 01420 488870 | www.rookerybarns.com

As your local barn specialist, we have designed and 
constructed over 950 oak barn-style buildings in the last 24 
years. We offer to take care of every stage of your project:     

� Designing your barn
� Securing planning approval if required
� Groundworks and landscaping
� Barn construction and erection
� Roofing, electrics and internal fit-out
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Alton-based national assistance dog charity, Dogs for 
Autism, would love local people to get involved as our 
Alton hub grows. There are many ways you can help:
Sponsor a Puppy
this is a lovely way to buy a Christmas present that lasts.  
Your sponsorship will include a cuddly toy, sponsorship 
certificate and photo, a tote bag, and regular ‘pupdates’ – 
all for £5/month, or a one-off payment of £55.  
www.dogsforautism.org.uk/puppy/  
Become a Hero!
We are looking for 100 people or groups to pledge 
to raise £1,000 for Dogs for Autism. Our heroes 
receive a unique Dogs for Autism medal!  
www.dogsforautism.org.uk/100-heroes/
Puppy Parent (stage one)
We are regularly looking for Puppy Parents who are home 
for the majority of the day and would love to provide a 
home to a young puppy for around one year.  Full support 
is given and all costs covered.
Puppy Parent (stage two)
Or would you love to look after a dog but are out at work all 
day?  You could have one of our young adult dogs for bed 
and breakfast and weekend fun!  The dog would come to 
‘School’ every day, returning to you in the evening and for 
the weekend.
Holiday cover
We are always on the look out for loving holiday cover for 
our dogs while their Puppy Parents take a break.

How you can help 
Dogs for Autism

Are you a Runner?
We have a number of events available to sign up 
for on our website, including  London Landmarks 
Half Marathon. If running isn’t your thing, 
how about a Bungee Jump or Inflatable 5K?  
www.dogsforautism.org.uk/runforus/ 
From the comfort of your chair
Please think of us while you do your Christmas shopping.  
By signing up to Amazon Smile and choosing Dogs for 
Autism as your preferred charity, we will receive a donation 
from Amazon, without costing you any extra. 
For more ways to support Dogs for Autism, please see our 
website – and thank you! 
Jan Kiley, Chief Operating Officer  
www.dogsforautism.org.uk  Tel: 07796413522
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Free Delivery and complimentary stacking

www.theknottywood.co.uk
01420 730047    07938 341623

Hampshire & Surrey's premium supplier of Seasoned Kiln
Dried Wood. Woodsure ‘ready to burn’ certified, with a
less than 20% moisture content which is better for your

appliance and the environment.
Available now to order: Seasoned Kiln Dried Wood,
Kindling, eco friendly firelighters and smokeless fuel.

HOLYBOURNE VILLAGE HALL

Available for public hire, offering a
maximum capacity of 60 people, a fully-
fitted and equipped kitchen, toilet
facilities and full level access.
The hall is situated in the centre of the
village, just a few yards up Church Lane
from London Road.

HOURLY HIRE RATES
Holybourne Residents
Weekdays: £10.50
Weekends before 18:00 £12.00
Weekends after 18:00 £13.50
Non-Holybourne Residents
Weekdays: £12.00
Weekends before 18:00 £14.50
Weekends after 18:00 £19.00

BOOKING ENQUIRIES
Vickie Kemp
01420 549074 / 07737 369803
villagehall@holybourne.com

ONLINE HALL AVAILABILITY
www.holybourne.com
Select the ‘Village Hall’
Press “Click Here to Book”

New prices as shown from 1st January 2022. The china, glass and cutlery in the kitchen are all included in the cost of the hire.
Hirers must ensure that the duration of their booking is sufficient for any setting up and clearing up. Free access to the hall cannot be given for this purpose.
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An air raid siren rent the air of a crisp warm autumn morning 
at 1045, before the pipes and drums of the Rose and 
Thistle Band initiated our annual Remembrance parade.  As 
a theme for this year, Major Stratta introduced the notion of 
Service, Community and Remembrance, themes eloquently 
articulated by the first of two speakers Alan Titchmarsh.  As 
Deputy Lord Lieutenant, one of the King’s representatives 
for Hampshire, who better to comment upon on the 
Royal Jubilee celebrations and the sad passing of our late 
Monarch?  Alan offered personal reflections on the Queen’s 
service, the Royal Ascension and a perspective for the 
future under King Charles III, a generation now being born 
not knowing what it would be like to live under a Queen.  
Amplifying the mood admirably, regaling AH Auden’s 
poetry with his own love of Holybourne, he observed how 
fortunate we are to live in the Hampshire Downs and spoke 
of our stewardship and the need to manage our locale for 
future generations.
This year denotes the 40th Anniversary of the Falklands War.  
Major Stratta introduced a former colleague, Warrant Office 
Mark Desborough PARA to reflect on the Campaign.  As a 
young private soldier sailing south with the Task Force on a 
North Sea ferry MV Norland, Mark was trying to understand 
where and what the Falklands were!  Eventually ashore 
with 2 PARA, he watched as the Royal Navy fought air 
attacks and witnessed the loss of ships in Bomb Alley.  He 
commented upon fighting at Goose Green and Wireless 
Ridge, hand to hand combat, the loss of comrades and 
helping the Welsh Guards ashore after the sinking of the 
Sir Galahad at Fitzroy.  To process such events on arrival at 
Port Stanley was a challenge for all.  Interestingly Mark still 
serves as one of the most senior Warrant Officers in the 
Army, currently training and preparing soldiers for conflict 
potential in Ukraine.  This is in contrast to when he, with Maj 
Stratta’s company parachuted into Ukraine in 1997 as part 
of a NATO Partnership for Peace exchange.  Following a 
career in the vanguard of war, Mark emphasized the effect 
of and need for local Remembrance events, these being 
almost as important as the central focus at the Cenotaph.
The parade stood silent for Revd Andrew Micklefield to 
offer his direction and prayers to guide our thoughts.  We 
are grateful for our Civic and Serving leaders for attending 
and representing us during such testing times.  Captain 
John Fitzpatrick RN delivered the Exhortation before 
parade WO Tom Bagley brought the parade to attention 
before the Last Post.   Tony Wilman counted the 2 minutes 
silence before playing Reveille.  Leading the wreath laying 
was the Deputy Lord Lieutenant Alan Titchmarsh, followed 
by Damian Hinds MP, Mayor Ginny Boxall and local 
Councillors Andrew Joy and Graham Hill.  As HVA Chair, 
Jerry Janes laid his wreath, having read the names of the 
fallen from Holybourne.  Representing the Forces, Captain 
John Fitzpatrick RN led, followed by Warrant Officer Mark 
Desborough PARA and Wg Cdr Rebecca Bassett from RAF 

Holybourne’s Act of RemembranceHolybourne’s Act of Remembrance
Saturday 12Saturday 12thth November 2022 November 2022

Odiham.  The British Legion, Veterans and South Atlantic 
Association wreaths were laid by Derek Maughan, Derek 
Gardner and John McLean respectively.  WPC Paula Jackson 
laid the Police wreath.  The younger generation on behalf 
of the Scouting movement, Cadets and schools laid their 
wreaths, notably the young Brownies with their hand-
crafted wreath.  On behalf of the Church, Alan Armstrong 
laid his wreath and finally David Andrews laid a wreath for 
the Masonic Lodge.
Colonel Max Joy delivered the Kohima and Revd Andrew 
Micklefield led our prayers and blessing, before the march-
off to a reception at the White Hart.  We thank Thanassi, 
our host for laying on a Remembrance punch.  We listened 
to the band play outside whilst old with new veterans 
swapped their ‘war stories’ within the comfort of a shared 
environment.  As always, this is a village event, and a 
big thank you to the many villagers who make this event 
happen, notably PO Phil Croucher.  
We Will Remember Them.
Maj (Retd) AM Stratta PARA



12 Winter 2022 www.holybourne.comHolybourne
Neatham& Village Magazine

Lo
ok

in
g 

fo
r 

lo
ca

l
le

ga
l a

dv
ic

e?
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

Th
e 

KJ
 C

ox
 S

ol
ic

ito
r 

te
am

 a
re

 a
t t

he
 h

ea
rt

 o
f

yo
ur

 c
om

m
un

ity
.

 

Pl
ea

se
 g

et
 in

 to
uc

h 
fo

r 
a 

FR
EE

 3
0 

m
in

ut
e

te
le

ph
on

e 
co

ns
ul

ta
tio

n 
on

 a
ny

 o
f o

ur
 s

er
vi

ce
s.

   

Se
rv

ic
es

 in
cl

ud
e:

D
iv

or
ce

Se
pa

ra
ti

on
Ch

ild
re

n 
M

at
te

rs
Su

rr
og

ac
y 

Co
ha

bi
ta

ti
on

 A
dv

ic
e

Fi
na

nc
ia

l M
at

te
rs

 
In

ju
nc

ti
on

s
Co

m
pa

ny
/C

om
m

er
ci

al
W

ill
s/

LP
A

s,
 P

ro
ba

te
SE

N
D

 la
w

D
eb

t 
re

co
ve

ry
M

ed
ia

ti
on

Se
tt

le
m

en
t 

A
gr

ee
m

en
ts

 
Te

l: 
01

42
0 

54
21

93
E-

M
ai

l: 
in

fo
@

kj
co

xs
ol

ic
ito

r.
co

.u
k

H
ea

d 
of

fic
e 

ad
dr

es
s:

 
Th

e 
BA

SE
, 6

0 
Ba

rb
ad

os
 R

oa
d,

 B
or

do
n,

 
H

an
ts

 G
U

35
 0

FX
 

W
e 

of
fe

r 
fa

ce
 to

 fa
ce

 m
ee

tin
gs

 
by

 a
pp

oi
nt

m
en

t o
nl

y.

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__

Looking for local
legal advice?__________________________________

The KJ Cox Solicitor team are at the heart of
your community.

 

Please get in touch for a FREE 30 minute
telephone consultation on any of our services.

 
 
 

Services include:
Divorce

Separation
Children Matters

Surrogacy 
Cohabitation Advice

Financial Matters 
Injunctions

Company/Commercial
Wills/LPAs, Probate

SEND law
Debt recovery

Mediation
Settlement Agreements

 
Tel: 01420 542193

E-Mail: info@kjcoxsolicitor.co.uk
Head office address: 

The BASE, 60 Barbados Road, Bordon, 
Hants GU35 0FX

 

We offer face to face meetings 
by appointment only.
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Come in now or call  
for an appointment

YOUR FRIENDLY,  
COMMUNITY 
OPTICIANS

Sight Testing

Contact Lens  
Fitting & Supply

Minor Eye Conditions

WE WOULD LOVE TO SEE YOU AT BLIINX 

T 01420 478899    WWW.BLIINX.CO.UK
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A Swedish Christmas in HolybourneA Swedish Christmas in Holybourne
Hello, this is Britt Hill and as many people know I came 
originally from Gothenburg in Sweden where Graham and 
I were married. I have now lived in the UK for over 50 years 
but a Swedish Christmas is still very special to me.
As the festivities around Christmas are coming very soon, I 
would like to tell you about how Christmas is celebrated in 
Sweden (and at 2 Anstey Mill Close). Christmas in Swedish 
is called “Jul” from which we get the English word “Yule”. 
The First Sunday in Advent comes about four weeks before 
Christmas. That’s when people light the first of four candles 
in the Advent candle holder, a custom going back to the 
1890s. This is always a special event, eagerly awaited as 
it is the “countdown to Christmas”. Each Sunday evening 
one candle is lit, then two, until all four candles are alight 
at different heights. On these Sundays we Swedes enjoy 
Glögg – a hot, spicy mulled wine with almonds and raisins 
and Pepparkakor (gingerbread biscuits).
The 13th of December is Santa Lucia day. Before sunrise 
young girls in a choir, wearing long white dresses and a ring 
of candles on their heads sing in a procession in churches, 
schools and where people work. Lucia is a Saint of Light 
which we surely need at the darkest and coldest time of 
the year. It is a fantastic and very moving event. The young 
girls then serve coffee and a special cake.
On 24th December it is “Julafton” (Christmas Eve), the 
most important day. The Christmas table is a very delicious 
Smorgasbord with an endless array of dishes including 
pickled raw herring, gravlax, paté, smoked salmon, crisp 
bread, baked ham, meatballs with beetroot salad and 
“lutfisk” a fish called ling in English. The ling is caught in 
the summer and then preserved by drying in the open air. 

Close to Christmas the fish is put in water to expand, then 
boiled and eaten with potatoes, peas and a lovely sauce. 
This is like Marmite; either you love it or hate it and I love 
it! As a dessert then this must be Princess gateau, a lovely 
gooey cake with green marzipan. Specially brewed festive 
beer and lots of schnapps of course are drunk during the 
meal.
Earlier in the day children watch Donald Duck on TV as they 
wait for Father Christmas to come in person. A large part of 
Sweden is in Lapland, so he does not have to come very 
far! It is all very jolly with lots of presents.
On Christmas Day people go to church and then watch 
the Swedish King giving a speech. Food is often a special 
dinner: turkey is getting very popular. At home we always 
have a Swedish Christmas Eve and an English Christmas Day 
lunch with all the trimmings. 
In Sweden white electric (LED of course) candles are 
placed in every window (curtains are never drawn in 
Sweden). At home we have electric candles in all of our 
fourteen windows so you can always spot the “Swedish” 
house where we live.
We buy Swedish food/decorations from IKEA and at the 
Christmas Fair in the Swedish Church in London where we 
have been members for many years. We also go to Sweden 
for a week every December to enjoy the decorations and 
to see family and friends. Plus of course bring home more 
Swedish food and drink to enjoy.
Christmas is such a lovely time both here in England and in 
Sweden!
As we say in Swedish “God Jul och Gott Nytt Ar”.
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Kemp & Stevens Funeral Directors

Call us for immediate support, advice or to arrange a home visit. 
We are here to help 24 hours a day.

www.kempandstevens.co.uk

Proudly serving the local community

• 24 hour service
• Bereavement advice
• Transparent pricing
• Home visits
• Private chapels of rest
• Memorial masonry
• Prepaid funeral plans
• Floral tributes

The Thorne family at Kemp & Stevens Funeral 
Directors are here to support and guide you. We offer 

a friendly and professional service to families.

Alton

01420 83177
93-95 High Street GU34 1LG

Ca l l  Peter  Ch ivers  on : 01256 389124
O r  M o b i l e :  0 7 8 0 3  0 9 6 6 4 2
B P C A  M E M B E R  -  F U L L Y  I N S U R E D
9  S T E N B U R Y  D R I V E ,  P R E S T O N  C A N D O V E R ,  B A S I N G S T O K E
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PETER CHIVERS PCS
WASP NEST TREATMENTS
DON’T GET STUNG
CALL FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE NOW

FOR ALL YOUR PEST CONTROL NEEDS:
Wasps, Bees, Rats, Mice, Moles, Cluster Flies, Squirrels,
Cockroaches, Rabbits, Pigeons, Bird-Proofing,
Emergancy Wasp Nest Treatments, Mole Trapping Specialist

YOUR LOCAL
PEST CONTROL
EXPERTS

tcpestcontrol@tcpestcontrol.co.uktcpestcontrol.co.uk

Totalcare
pest control

0800 468 1404

We also have a full pest bird proofing and 
fouling clearance service

TotalCare is part of the Cleankill family

Wasps
Rats
Mice
Cockroaches
Moles

Flies
Ants
Fleas
Squirrels
Pigeons

Same day sevice and free onsite advice

pest control

Providing quality tuition in your local area.
English, French, German, Spanish,

Portuguese & EFL.

  All ages                All levels

Alton Language Workshop

www.altonlanguageworkshop.org
alton.language.workshop@gmail.com
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Holybourne Fireworks DisplayHolybourne Fireworks Display
The weather can do its worst but the village fireworks display will go ahead and provide traditional entertainment for many 
families, not only from the village but from all over Alton. It’s one of few displays that has survived increased costs both 
for fireworks and from insurers and it remains very popular.
Rob Law does an absolutely amazing job in organising it. Since I have become involved I’ve realised the huge number of 
volunteers who he manages to persuade, cajole and plead with to help with the display.  The specially trained “Firers” 
that set off the fireworks, the repressed pyromaniacs who build and light the bonfire,  Thanassi and his team from the 
White Hart and the numerous Stewards who marshall the thousand strong crowd all respond to his call for assistance.
What makes the evening so pleasant for me is that I see familiar faces on the team that I might not have bumped into 
so regularly since Covid started to restrict our lives. It worries me however that it is the same people I see 
at all the other village events and we really could do with some younger people if these sort of events are to 
continue. Former Chairs of the HVA, the Davids Houghton 
and Tomlinson (the latter also bringing his family to act 
as Marshalls) Nick Cane, a stalwart of village events for 
a long time, the Kellys, Peter and Doreen Packham, 
our Town and District Councillors, Graham Hill 
and Paul Crossley, Helen Walters, who also 
runs the Carol singing and a host of others 
as well.  None of us are getting any younger 
and we could do with new people 
starting to get involved. Clearly, 
young families are hugely 
demanding but if you’re 
recently retired or 
have some time 
on your hands 
and want to get 
involved, please 
do talk to the HVA 
to see if there is anything 
you can do to enhance our 
lives in the village. We won’t tie you into anything for the 
rest of your lives but a bigger pool of helpers is always welcome. 
It was a miserable, cold wet evening but the bonfire eventually 
threw its flames high into the night sky and the warm up “Oohs” and 
“Ahhs” soon came in handy 
once the fireworks started.. 
Dramatic too were the early 
fireworks that flew low over the 
crowd’s head (not sure that was 
entirely planned) but it all added to 
the fun and the White Hart’s team kept 
up their frenetic race to get people 
served as swiftly as possible. 
Damp but happy children danced 
through the mud of the field while 
parents carried worn out toddlers 
back to cars and home. The drive 
through the village was interesting 
but once again Rob and his team 
had pulled it off. A big thank you to 
them all.  See you next year!
Jerry Janes
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Aromatherapy Experts since 1994, 
based locally in Alton.

1 Absolute House
Mill Lane

Alton
GU34 2PX

www.absolute-aromas.com
Phone: 01420 540400
Email: relax@absolute-aromas.com

@absolutearomas
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Holybourne Honeys WIHolybourne Honeys WI
It has been a wonderful year; after being so restricted with 
Covid for what seemed an age, our gatherings have returned 
to normal and it has seemed all the more enjoyable. 
Our October meeting was particularly interesting. Judith 
and John Stephens showed us a film about their renovation 
of Sidbury Mill, just outside Sidmouth, Devon. John is a 
Hampshire farmer and wanted a mill to make flour from 
his own grain. In an astoundingly bold move, he and 
Judith bought derelict Sidbury mill in 1995. It had a 
few outbuildings and a habitable but very dated house. 
Powered by the river Sid, a mill had been on the site since 
13th century, supplying flour and animal feed. It fell into 
disuse in the 1970s.
They set about the renovation mostly in winter when they 
were not busy on the farm, with their sons being roped in 
to help. After five years of tremendously hard work, which 
involved John making all the wooden parts for a water 
wheel, the mill became operational.
As well as restoring the mill, they converted some 
outbuildings into a teashop and gallery, run by Judith.  Our 
local members were invited to join Judith, at her home, for 
afternoon tea in August this year; there was no doubt she 
was a professional; the feedback was unanimous in praise.
During Covid, sales of their flour rocketed and the local 
community were grateful to have such a great product on 
their doorstep. John and Judith retired in 2020 as the mill 
work was just too heavy for them. The new owners hope 
to keep up the new tradition of local flour production. The 
photos show what a wonderful job they did. 
Next year’s calendar is already done; the first few meetings 
are as follows, all at 19:30 in Holybourne Village Hall:
19/1/23 A taste of Zumba: an American-themed Zumba 

dance evening with country & western music.
16/2/23 Looking after your skin
16/3/23 Alan Turton; historian gives a talk
As always you can attend as a guest for a small fee or join 
us, please contact me for information.
Mary Blackwell, Communications Secretary  
holybournesec@hampshirewi.org.uk  
phone 01420 769272/86505



18 Winter 2022 www.holybourne.comHolybourne
Neatham& Village Magazine

WHY GO?
I have for the last few years (disrupted by 
Covid) run an annual trip to various First World 
War sites in France and Belgium. It involves a 
fair amount of administration, some fraught 
negotiations with travel companies and a 
million emails. Why do I choose to do it? 
Because it is important.
Many of us would accept an offer to go 
to Auschwitz or Birkenau even though we 
might not want to, feeling it as something 
we ought to do. For me, the same applies to 
the First World War battlefield sites, initially 
because, like many of our readers, my 
grandfather and his brothers fought, some 
losing their lives. My first visit, alone with my 
father was a matter of respect, going to the Somme where 
his uncle, after whom he was named, was fatally shot 
before being brought home to die in a hospital in London. 
Fascinated I began to take school and then college groups 
and in time worked out a circuit that takes in many major 
sites, Tyne Cot, Langemark, Vimy Ridge, Passchendaele and 
the Somme. I know very little about the military strategy 
which brought about the death of almost a million British 
and Commonwealth troops but I know something of their 
trauma, their nightmares and their despair from reading 
the literature produced at the time.  Not all First World 
War literature is great, some is truly dreadful but most of it 
manages to convey the writers’ bewilderment at what they 
found themselves involved in. 
Bewilderment is a common emotion that I observe in the 
participants of the trips I have run from the village. I’d 
never dream of questioning what motivated men at the 
time to join up and fight, I admire them unconditionally, 
but as members of our group gaze up at the twelve 
thousand graves arranged as an army on parade in Tyne 
Cot, the largest British and Commonwealth war graves 
cemetery in the world, it is clear to see the confusion and 
incomprehension that clouds their faces.  Admiration for 
the beautifully manicured cemetery is replaced by a deep 
sadness and overt respect. If you have never seen this 
place, you should. Our trip takes us on to Langemark, one 
of very few German cemeteries, containing the burials of 
more than forty thousand men and boys. One mass grave 
alone, contains the remains of twenty four thousand men. 
Sombre and forbidding it is an incredibly moving place. 
You ought to see it. 
Sombre too is the Somme, where the biggest military mess 
in the history of the British Army took place on a single day 
in July 1916. There the Thiepval Memorial to the Missing, 
huge, industrial, dominating the skyline for miles around 
contains the names of more than seventy thousand men 
who have no known grave. More than a hundred and 
twenty five other British and Commonwealth cemeteries lie 

I had heard of Jerry Janes’ excellent knowledge about 
the WW1 battle fields which was of great interest to me 
because in 2014, on the 100th anniversary of the war, the 
Imperial War Museum gave a brief free access to the war 
records. All that any of my family knew of my granddad 
before these records were made available was he was shot 
and survived the Somme only to die later in life from the 
effects of the Mustard gas with cancer.
He died in 1931 when my mum was only six so no 
information was passed on from her as she didn’t remember 
him. The records told me he was shot three times, twice in 
the left arm, once in the shoulder which left him unable 
to raise his left arm. It said that he was shot on the 7th July 
1916 at La Boisselle. He had joined the 13th Cheshires 
(Wirral Pals) battalion of 1,000 men. The Pals were not the 
regular soldiers but groups of men from the same towns 
and villages. It was thought that soldiers who knew each 
other as friends, neighbours and work colleagues would 
look after each other better and have each other’s backs in 
war. No one realised that with the carnage that lay ahead 
of them that they would also die together. Only one of the 

Battlefields trip

What did you do in 
the war Granddad?

close by, an almost incredible reminder of the horror that 
was the Battle of the Somme. If you haven’t been there, you 
really should. 
Is it all doom and gloom? Stories of heroism, of sacrifice 
and of love for their comrades pepper the narratives at 
each cemetery. These were giants among men and should 
be remembered. 
I’ll try perhaps once again next year to recruit a coach party. 
Why not give it a go? Your children might have been already 
but it takes the life experience of an adult, I would suggest, 
to truly grasp the meaning of what we see.
Jerry Janes

Tyne Cot Commonwealth war cemetery in Flanders, Belgium
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The Port Sunlight war memorial

The Lochnagar Crater, 20 miles north east of Amiens

few documents was readable because it was typed but 
it still left me with many questions which took me on a 
journey of discovery to find out more about granddad.
On the 1st September 1914, 700 men from the small village 
of Port Sunlight, which is the same size as Holybourne 
being less than a mile long, queued at the village hall to 
join the war effort to fight for King and Country as the Wirral 
Pals. Port Sunlight is a historical place famous for the Lever 
brothers (UniLever) soap factory. The factory and the village 
gave the men a big farewell. A cheering crowd waving flags 
and a marching band took them to the station where they 
boarded the train heading to the Cheshire regiments HQ in 
Chester to sign up. The 700 men was the largest group from 
any village in the country to go to war together.
On the 25th of September 1915 they landed in France as 
part of the 74th Brigade which is 5 Battalions so 5,000 men 
and in turn joined up with three other Battalions to form 
the 25 Division of 20,000 men. They spent the next 7 to 8 
months taking their turn on trench duty and the occasional 
patrol. No significant action to speak of. In June 1916 the 
13th Cheshire regiment were moved to near Albert in the 
Somme area as reserves in preparation 
for a big offensive on the 1st July 1916.
The Somme offensive (Battle of the 
Somme) lasted from the 1st July to 
the 18th November 1916. It was the 
largest battle of the war injuring or 
killing around 1,000,000 men from 
both sides. The offensive started with  
Battle of Albert (1st - 13th July 1916). 
The battle started after a week-long 
bombardment of the German trenches 
with two of the largest explosions ever 
at that time. The British tunnelled under 
the main German positions and blew 
them up. It’s said that the sound could 
be heard in London and Granddad 

was waiting not far away. 
One crater in that area was 
filled in after the war but the 
Lochnagar Crater can still be 
seen. It is 90 feet deep and 
300 feet wide.
Nearly every officer of the 
13th Cheshires was hit. Eight 
officers were killed, 11 were 
wounded and 243 men 
wounded or dead in the 
first hour. My granddad was 
one of those wounded. As 
he crawled back an officer 
from the next wave gave 
him a piece of paper and a 
pencil and told him to write 
his name and number on it in 
case he didn’t make it. There 

was no further advance that day as men sheltered in shell 
holes until gone 3am the next day when they managed to 
take their objective.  On the 16th February 1918 the 13th 
Cheshire Battalion was disbanded in France because there 
were so few left.
Granddad was 19 years old when he signed up. Of the 700 
men from Port Sunlight 630 never came home leaving the 
village in shock and depleted of men for many years. 
When I started this research all I knew of my granddad was 
that he survived the 1st World War. I now realise that the 
Port Sunlight War memorial where I grew up, which is the 
second largest memorial in the country after the Cenotaph 
in Whitehall, London, which I climbed all over as a kid 
walking home from school carries the names of his friends 
and work colleagues.
I would like to thank Jerry for encouraging me to go on 
this memorable trip (despite my travel sickness). It was 
a pilgrimage for my brother Vincent and I and truly an 
emotional life long memory which I am pleased to share 
with other village neighbours. 
John McLean
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“Christmas won’t be Christmas 
without any presents,” grumbles 
Jo in L.M.Alcott’s ‘Little Women’, 
but for me Christmas 2022 
won’t be Christmas without the 
reassuring presence of our late 
Queen Elizabeth reminding us in 
her annual message, on Christmas 
Day at 3 o’clock in the afternoon, 
of the real meaning of Christmas. 
Hers was a still small voice of 
calm, hope and encouragement 
in our stormy world.

Here was an extraordinary lady - a mother, grandmother, 
great-grandmother, widow and Queen -  who had moved 
in a world of power dominated by men, a dignified, 
composed  human being who epitomised steadiness and 
serenity, managing to make us feel safe in troubled times, 
and who represented  the peace and wholeness the whole 
world longs for.
Can it really be just six months ago that I shed tears of joy 
when a frail but smiling Queen appeared on the balcony 
at the end of the gloriously sunny Jubilee celebrations and 
waved to the crowds thronging the Mall? Here was the 
glittering young Princess I had watched in awe as a little girl 
at her Coronation in 1953 on a murky black and white TV 
set, and celebrated later that day at a jolly street party on 
a grey, dismal afternoon in a very drab, damp Wales, now 
transformed into a gracious old lady, who was determined, 
as are all grandmothers, never to let you down. She was our 
unchanging reference point, and now, that monumental life 
exists no more, and many tears of grief and gratitude have 
been shed all over the world.
Her personal interest in people from all walks of life and of 
all ages is well documented. Personally I reflect on one of 
her visits to Dorset, when I took my sons as little boys to see 
her on her way to Winfrith Atomic Energy Authority. We had 
hoped for a glimpse of her and Prince Philip as they passed 
along our remote country lane, and were thrilled when the 
royal car actually slowed down as it approached the three 
of us standing alone on the grass verge, and then to our 
amazement, she took the trouble to lean forward across 
Prince Philip and give us a special wave and a warm radiant 
smile. It felt as if she knew us!
At the Platinum Jubilee, the former President of the USA, 
Barack Obama, directed his message to the Queen, saying, 
“Your life has been a gift not just to the United Kingdom, 
but to the world,” and I don’t imagine I’ll be alone in 
remembering our Queen this Christmas and raising a glass 
to toast her inspirational life.
Liz Lawrence

Changing of the Guard
To explain. Since June 2009 Ben Kemp has been chairman 
of the Trustees for the management of the Village Hall. As 
testimony to his endurance during those thirteen years of 
service, Ben has seen no less than five Prime Ministers come 
and go. He has now, however, decided to stand down for 
a well-earned rest, but remains a valuable member of the 
Trustees committee. 
Sadly, Janet Cane has retired as a Trustee so I would like to 
thank her for her many years of commitment to the Village 
Hall cause and to also welcome Andy Muir who has joined 
us and is replacing Lis Gray in the role of secretary. 
I have inherited a much-updated administration procedure 
that is required for the running of a Village Hall in these 
modern times which in turn provides for the continuance 
of this very useful asset to the local community for both 
regular and occasional users.
Earlier this year we had a very successful quiz that raised 
funds so we could remove the old leaky store room 
rooflights and replace with new roof tiles and internal light 
sensors. The next objectives being proposed include the 
internal redecoration of the hall itself and possibly provide 
new curtains or blinds to the windows. We would also like 
to install a new more user-friendly notice board outside 
the hall.
Finally, I would like to thank our current regular users for 
their support:

Holybourne Pre School Holiday Club
Martial Arts  Holybourne WI
Alton Camera Club Ballroom Dancing Class
The Dance Project Holybourne Village Association 

Mike Moulton, Chairman

ER II RIP
Reflections this Christmas

Village 
Hall 
News
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Luminosa back on track and going 
from strength to strength!
Our choirs are recovering well from the 
fall-out of the pandemic and, thanks to 
much-valued sponsorship from Hattingley 
Valley Wines, is thriving.
The family of choirs enjoyed sell-out 
success in their July concert, this time with 
music inspired by Africa. Accompanied 
by an exceptionally accomplished jazz 
quintet, there were many highlights, 
not least the showpiece of the evening, 
Alexander l’Estrange’s Zimbe. Probably 
Luminosa’s best concert so far, the 
programme involved some creative and 
innovative choices with plenty of light and 
shade, all brought to concert quality in 
the beautiful acoustic of St Peter’s Church 
in Petersfield, by the choir’s hard-working 
and talented choral director, Rebekah 
Abbott.
Showcasing Luminosa’s diversity, the choir 
performed Brahms’ epic masterpiece 
in the Great Hall of Farnham Maltings 
on Sunday, 27th November. Rebekah’s 
vision for the performance was on a pure, 
bright, uplifted sound to correspond 
with the vibrant acoustic of The Maltings 
and Brahms’ emphasis on salvation. 
With scoring for two pianos, and two 
outstanding pianists, the concert was 
stimulation for the eye, as well as the ear! 
Luminosa has been celebrating the 
two youth choirs who competed in 
the Basingstoke Music Festival and 
were both awarded ‘Distinction’ in 
their classes. Taught and conducted by 
Jonathan Upfold and Josh Robinson and 
accompanied by pianist Adam Blosse, 
both Luminosa Young Voices (ages 6-11) 
and Luminosa Rising Voices (ages 11-16) 
scored an incredible 87/100 and won first 
place in their class. Their October half-
term workshop was, as ever, a vibrant and 
happy gathering of musical talent across 
the age group.
The warm and happy family of choirs 
always welcomes new singers. More 
information is available from Luminosa’s 
website www.luminosamusic.com, on 
their Facebook page Luminosamusic, and 
on Twitter @luminosamusic. You can email 
enquiries@luminosamusic.com if you are 
interested in joining this committed and 
friendly group!

Luminosa
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English hop growing began in Kent 
in 1524 and spread around the 
country.  There were many hopfields 
in Alton and the surrounding villages 
due to the suitability of the soil, 
growing reaching its peak in 1878.  
In Holybourne the hop gardens 
stretched from Complin’s to Manor 
Farm (Twichin’s then Newman’s) 
and Bonhams Farm (Messenger’s), 
and into Neatham (Longman’s then 
Saunders’).  Local hops were highly 
regarded and often commanded 
higher prices than hops from 
elsewhere. 
Hop picking began in late August or 
early September.  Hops have a very 
limited harvest period and many 
hands were needed, so people 
from far and wide flocked to hop 
growing areas to join the local 
villagers in the harvest.  Often whole 
families returned to the same hop 
garden year after year. The visitors 
treated their weeks in the country 
as a hopping holiday, living in tents 
and outhouses, while the Romany 
gypsies set up their camp of gaily 
coloured horse-drawn caravans. In 
September 1939 around 70 people 
were recorded at the gypsy camp at 
Bonhams Farm.
The RomanyGenes website records 
158 baptisms of Romanies in 
Holybourne from 1836 to 1940, the 
vast majority in September, which 
suggests that the Romanies ‘saved 
up’ their children to have them baptised at the Church 
of the Holy Rood when they came for the hop picking.  
Elizabeth and George Frankham from Wiltshire presented 
five children for baptism in Holybourne: George in 1864, 
Thomas, Mary Ann and William in 1875, and another 
George in 1881.  Thirty seven years later, in 1912 William 
and his wife Charity’s children Albert, Bessie, and Mary 
Jane were baptised here; their abode was the ‘hoppickers 
encampment’.  Eleven baptisms in the Ayres, Hughes, and 
Cooper families were recorded over the years.
Most of the families whose children were baptised during 
this period came from elsewhere, only 15 families had 
their ‘place of abode’ listed as Holybourne.  Their trades 
or professions were varied: traveller, hawker, labourer, 

  From the Archives: Romanies 
in Holybourne for hop picking

basket maker, chimney sweep, gypsy, hop picker, tinker 
and carman.
Sir Alfred Munnings, the famous painter, visited Hampshire 
for several years to paint the gypsy hop-pickers and often 
stayed at The White Hart in Holybourne.  He wrote:
“Of all my painting experiences none were so alluring 
and colourful as those visits spent among the gypsy hop-
pickers, in Hampshire, each September.  More glamour 
and excitement were packed into those six weeks than 
a painter could well contend with.  I still have visions of 
brown faces, black hair, earrings, black hats and black 
skirts, of the lithe figures of women and children, of men 
with lurcher dogs and horses of all kinds.  I still recall the 

continued over...
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We have expanded to fulfil our customers needs

• Servicing
• Air conditioning servicing and re-gas
• Main dealer standard fault diagnostic equipment
• Brakes
• Cam-belts
• Tyres & wipers
• Exhausts
• Batteries

• Clutches
• All makes & models  undertaken
• Free courtesy car
• VW Kombi van specialist

01420 474541
www.brandautos.co.uk | enquiries@brandautos.co.uk

8 Kingsley Business Park, Kingsley, Hampshire, GU35 9LY

MMIIKKEE  GGAARRWWOOOODD  LLTTDD  
 IIsseekkii  

  CCoommppaacctt  ttrraaccttoorrss  
&&  DDiieesseell  EEnnggiinnee  MMoowweerrss  

CCoolllleeccttiioonn  oorr    
MMuullcchhiinngg  ssyysstteemmss  

  

SSTTIIHHLL  
 CHAINS SAWS BLOWERS 
STRIMMERS  SHREDDERS 

HEDGECUTTERS ELECTRIC 
BATTERY AND PETROL 

CCAALLOORR  GGAASS  
CCAASSTTEELL  aanndd  VVIIKKIINNGG  MMoowweerrss  

SShheelllleeyyss  BBaarrnn      EEaasstt  WWoorrllddhhaamm    AAllttoonn    0011442200  8844445588  

KKAAWWAASSAAKKII  
 ATV’S & MULES 

Battery Pruner 
Up to 4 inch 
cut 
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From the Archives: Romanies in Holybourne for hop picking - continued

Autumn & Winter Programme
As the evenings get darker and you start to 
wonder what to do of an evening, maybe take 
a look at what the Alton Natural History Society 
has on offer. We have some very interesting talks 
in our Winter Programme, here are a few to whet 
your appetite full details are on our website:  
https://altonnaturalhistory.webnode.page/ 
All our indoor evening meetings are held at The Quaker 
Meeting House on Fridays in Alton (39 Church St, 
Alton, GU34 2DA) and start at 7.30pm; tea and coffee 
are available. Do come along and join us, it is a good 
opportunity to hear some great speakers and make 
some new friends.

16th Dec 2022 “Ashford Hangers”  
Illustrated talk by David Ball.

13th Jan 2023 “Spiders” Illustrated talk by Simon 
Moore

27th Jan 2023 “Froyle Survey Part 2”. An Illustrated talk 
by Isobel Girvan and June Chatfield.

Alton Natural 
History Society

never-ceasing din around their fires as the 
sun went down with blue smoke curling up 
amongst the trees.”
The influx of hop pickers brought liveliness 
to the village, they were ‘on holiday’ and 
had money in their pockets, the village pubs 
beckoned, scuffles and rowdiness were the 
inevitable result, and they raced their ponies 
along ‘the straight’ in London Road.  With 
the intention of offering alternative activities 
in the evenings Rev. Samuel Chinn, a local 
Congregational minister, founded the Alton 
Hop-pickers’ Mission, and with his team of 
helpers talked to pickers in the fields and 
handed out religious tracts.  In 1875 the 
Mission began setting up tents in Hampshire 
hopping villages.  A local newspaper of 
the time reported that the hop pickers 
around Holybourne “appear thoroughly 
to appreciate the efforts put forth for their 
comfort at the tent.  Evening by evening they 
assemble in considerable numbers to drink tea which is 
provided for them gratuitously, the music, magic lantern 
and addresses affording them pleasurable and profitable 
instruction”. 
The Mission’s work was financed mainly by the local gentry, 
farmers and hop growers who appreciated the service.  
For nearly a hundred years its workers spread the gospel, 

“A Gypsy Encampment” painted in 1906 by Sir Alfred Munnings

helped to curb drunkenness, crime and lawlessness, and 
provided pastoral care and some first aid to those in the 
hop pickers’ camps.
By the 1950s only Bonhams Farm was still growing hops 
and picking was becoming increasingly mechanised.  The 
last crop was grown there in 1974.  It was the end of an era.
Linda Habberfield
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Many people will remember the Church of the Holy Rood 
being reordered, the project being completed in 2019.   
Some of the pews were removed and are now scattered 
around the village in various homes as well as at the Lawn 
Care Home and the White Hart pub, with two in the 
outdoor classroom at Andrews’ Endowed School.   Those 
pews were replaced by benches which allow for a more 
flexible use of the space at the church.  For example, the 
benches can be turned to face the font for Baptisms or 
concerts (or the Auction of Promises we held at the time 
of the late Queen’s Jubilee to raise funds for Ukraine), and 
moved around to create more suitable space for events 
such as the regular church coffee mornings, the Teddies’ 
toddler group and the ‘Stretch’ class.
Derek Bailey lived in Holybourne for 30 years, where he 
was a churchwarden for many of those years; no doubt 
many people will remember Derek who sadly died in 2012.    
When the new benches were installed at Holy Rood Derek’s 
wife Anthea sponsored one of them in his memory.  Many 
other benches have been sponsored by other families, 
including Alan Titchmarsh and Treloars College, and only 
recently another donation has been made in memory of a 
loved one.
If you would be interested in sponsoring one of the 
benches do make contact with Rev Gordon (01420 
549567/ gordon.randall@sky.com); you would be able to 
have a small plaque with words of your choice on one of 
the benches which are used regularly by a range of groups 
using the church building and, of course, you would be 
able to come and sit on the bench whenever the church 
is open!
Ruth Randall

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not 
hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as 
these.”    Matthew 19;14
When?
Every Wednesday, from 9.45am to 10.30am, including in 
school holidays (when older siblings are welcome too)
Where?
The Church of the Holy Rood, Holybourne
Who?
Pre-school children and babies, together with the adults 
who care for them
What? 
Bible story, crafts, refreshments, singing, prayers and a 
Teddy bear hunt
How much?
It’s free! 
If you have a baby or toddler, would love to meet some 
other families in the area and have some time where the 
little one/s in your care can do some craft, play games, sing 
songs and learn a little bit about Jesus then Teddies is the 
place for you!    All welcome.
If you have any questions please contact Sarah, who leads 
the group, or Ruth (details below). We look forward to 
greeting some new ‘Teddies’ very soon.
The Teddies Team (Sarah, Alan, Corinne, Michele & Ruth)
Ruth (ruthmaryrandall@gmail.com/ 01420 549567)  
Sarah (sarahebbutt@gmail.com)

Memorial 
Benches

Teddies
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Christmas Reflection 
So, how has this last year been for you? Personally, 2022 
has been a joy as I discovered the wonders of being a 
Grandad. Little Ava has been such a delight for Ruth and 
me. Meanwhile we are now eagerly expecting grandchild 
number two due during January. It has taken me right 
back to nearly 33 years ago when our first child was born. 
Within a couple of days little baby John was suddenly at 
home with us. These days of course new parents are home 
even sooner and things have no doubt changed for the 
better but one thing doesn’t change – that it is such an 
overwhelming, vulnerable time for all concerned, isn’t it, as 
not only is a child born but new parents are born as well? It 
has been fascinating watching our son and his wife learning 
to be new parents. No doubt it will be equally interesting 
seeing our daughter and her husband becoming a mum 
and dad in January. And then there is the baby who is 
completely dependent on his or her parents for absolutely 
everything…
This vulnerability we remember was the same for Jesus 
as a new born to his parents, teenage mother Mary and 
her husband Joseph. And how vulnerable they must 
have felt away from their home and in very temporary 
accommodation shared most probably with the animals. 
It was a vulnerability God called these two to embrace 
as he sent his Son to be born among us, to live among 
us, to be one of us, yet without sin although knowing and 
experiencing life as a human being. A mystery indeed, yet 
it was a revelation foretold through scripture and continues 
to be fulfilled as we worship and celebrate his coming into 
the world.
So, as we enjoy all the usual Christmas traditions and 
celebrations this year… decorating the Christmas tree, roast 
turkey, presents, drinking and eating too much, Christmas 
jumper days and advent calendars and so on … spare a 
thought for the true meaning of Christmas. 
Jesus (God in human flesh) chose to come to earth as a 
human being. God didn’t choose someone famous or 
special to be his parents and he was born in a place where 
animals had been kept. And perhaps the most surprising 

Church News
thing of all about the Christmas story is this: God came to 
earth in the person of Jesus because He loves us.
Although we’ve done nothing to deserve His love and in 
fact have rejected Him and trampled on His laws, God 
came to earth to rescue us from the mess we have got 
ourselves into.   He came to earth to invite us back into 
relationship with Himself. He came to be our Saviour. 
This Christmas God is offering us, through Jesus, a fresh 
start. He offers to forgive us our sins and to give us His gift 
of relationship with Him.  
Please join us for our Christmas activities and services this 
December.  You will be most welcome.
Sat 18th Carol Service starting at 7 pm – a wonderful 

opportunity to sing  favourite carols and enjoy 
mulled wine and mince pies.

Wed 21st  Carols round the Christmas Tree at the White Hart 
at 7 pm

Thu 22nd Outdoor Nativity Play – come along at any 
time from 2 pm to 3:45 pm – please do dress 
up warmly in your favourite nativity costume. 
This fun relaxed service will also include our 
local donkeys and a number of other animals 
via our friends at Mill Cottage Farm! Most of the 
service will take place at locations around the 
churchyard – there will be singing, storytelling, 
and lots of fun.    

Sat 24th Crib Service (with live donkeys) and lots of 
participation starting at 3:30 pm. Please come 
dressed in your favourite nativity costume.  

Sat 24th Midnight Service starting at 11:30 pm – a reflective 
service of Holy Communion that celebrates the 
birth of our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Sun 25th Christmas Day Holy Communion at 9:30 am.
And remember … “Jesus is the reason for the season”!
With love and prayers
Rev Gordon    07572 000491 gordon.randall@sky.com  
   www.potr-alton.co.uk
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www.philipcowdreyplumbingheating.co.uk
Tel/Fax: 01420 89937
Mobile: 07702 192152
Email: pcowdreyphs@gmail.com

LPG
RegisteredCall now on 07748 865844

Holmes for Homes

NEED AN ELECTRICIAN
OR A HANDYMAN ?

We pride ourselves on delivering
a friendly, professional and quality

service at competitive prices.

www.holmesforhomes.co.uk

From additional Sockets and Downlights,
new Consumer Units to complete Rewires.

Painting and Decorating to putting up
TV Brackets, Mirrors and Blinds.

No job too big or too small
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ALLEN GALLERY EVENTS
EXHIBITIONS
Echoes of Iceland
5th November – 15th January 2023 FREE entry.
In 2019 a group of professional textile artists spent the 
month of May at the Icelandic Textile centre in Blönduós on 
the northern coast of Iceland. They were there to explore 
the landscape, the culture, its textile heritage, local materials 
and the current production and use of textiles. In using the 
facilities available at the centre they were able to make a 
wide-ranging, extraordinary body of work in response to 
their findings. This exhibition is about that trip. It includes 
work made whilst in Iceland and pieces that have been 
constructed since. The work includes felting, weaving, 
knitting, stitching and basketry techniques, much of it using 
found and local materials. The group are: Delia Salter, Tara 
Kennedy, Annette Mills and Jennifer Jones.                                                                    

TALKS
How Safe are our Medicines? From Curtis to Covid
by John Taylor.
9th February 2023, 7.30pm  FREE, donations welcome

G F Watts: England’s Michelangelo
A talk by Jane Turner.
9th March 2023, 7.30pm  FREE, donations welcome

Curtis Museum & Allen Gallery

Great News!
The National Lottery Heritage Fund has awarded Hampshire 
Cultural Trust (HCT) an initial grant for the re-design and 
development of the Allen Gallery and Garden. The Gallery 
holds a nationally-significant collection of ceramics.
HCT will apply for a full grant of £1 million at a later date, 
which will be used to enhance the visitor experience in the 
Gallery and boost Alton as a place to live, work and visit.
As well as the permanent display of ceramics, the Allen 
Gallery hosts a wide range of exhibitions on a variety of 
mainly local subjects, and activities for many age groups. 
There is also an important annual display of works by the 
artist W H Allen, from whom it gets its name. The new 
project aims to enhance these features.
Planning will take until December 2023, physical 
redevelopment thereafter, and the whole project will 
hopefully be completed in 2025. Closure of the Gallery will 
be kept to a minimum. Watch this space.
CHRISTMAS AT THE CURTIS MUSEUM
The museum sells an attractive range of books, souvenirs 
and toys, and some charity Christmas Cards. Why not pop 
in and bag a few stocking-fillers. There will be Yuletide 
trails to follow during the run-up to Christmas.
OPENING TIMES 
Tue to Sun; Curtis 10am – 4.30pm;  Allen 10.30 – 4pm  
www.hampshireculture.org.uk/curtis-museum   
www.hampshireculture.org.uk/allen-gallery
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Children’s literacy charity Schoolreaders is looking for more 
volunteers who can help spread the joy of reading to 
children in Hampshire primary schools – especially around 
Alton. A recent survey of young people by the National 
Literacy Trust (NLT) revealed that reading enjoyment had 
reached a 15 year low, rallying slightly in the pandemic 
before declining again by 2022, especially amongst those 
from disadvantaged backgrounds and amongst boys. 
Furthermore, the Annual Literacy survey found that fewer 
than 1 in 2 children aged 8 to 18 enjoyed reading with only 
28% reading daily.
Schoolreaders is looking for volunteers of all ages – from 
students to retirees - who can listen to children read in a 
local primary school, especially at those schools where 
children require support the most. Worryingly, 1 in 4 
children leave primary school every summer unable to read 
to the expected standard and the Schoolreaders scheme is 
now more in demand than ever, particularly to help those 
children most disadvantaged following the education 
disruption caused by Covid lockdowns.
Schoolreaders volunteers act as trusted role models in the 
classroom alongside the class teachers, not only helping 
children improve their reading but also by being a positive 
influence. Schoolreaders volunteers are asked to listen to 
children read once a week during term time and to commit 
to an academic year. By applying now new volunteers will 
be matched as quickly as possible to a partner school and 
be ready to start once they have completed a mandatory 
DBS check and virtual safeguarding training.
Jane Whitbread, founder of Schoolreaders, adds, “Children 
who leave primary school unable to read well can’t access 
their secondary schooling fully which will disadvantage 
them for life. One in seven adults have poor literacy and 
cannot read instructions on a medicine label or a bus 
timetable or fill in a job application form. Working together 
we can change this. 

“There is no substitute for face-to-face interaction and 
support when it comes to reading. Our volunteers provide 
a crucial supplement to classroom teaching and are 
welcomed by schools - and the children.  95% of children 
in our scheme improved their reading performance 
and over 90% their reading enjoyment after time with a 
Schoolreaders volunteer which is so valuable. If more 
children gain pleasure from reading from an early age 
and their reading fluency and confidence improves too, 
communities and Society will reap the benefits.”
Volunteer Vanessa Gist visits a local primary school on two 
mornings each week during term time to help children in 
Reception learn to read. She says, “At the beginning of the 
school year, we learn the basic sounds (the school uses the 
popular ‘Read Write Inc’ method) and by the end of the 
year most children are reading simple stories.  Put like that, 
it sounds so simple.  In reality, each child is making a huge 
leap forward – some slowly, some more quickly – and it is 
fascinating to see them develop and grow as readers and 
to glimpse the adults they will become.”
She goes on to say, “It was quite simple to sign up to 
‘Schoolreaders’ online, after which I received notification 
that I had been paired with a local school.  I went for an 
interview and found the head teacher and staff very warm 
and welcoming. A DBS check followed and then I was 
launched!  Surprisingly little formal training is required 
but I read around the subject a little and practised the 
sounds and phrases the children would have been taught 
to recognise. It is a joy to see the children learning in a 
colourful and exciting environment and to see how happily 
they run to find their reading books in order to spend ten 
minutes or so with me.  I hope I am playing a small part in 
fostering a love of books and reading and, who knows, 
perhaps even encouraging a future writer.“ 
To find out more or to apply today to be a Schoolreaders 
volunteer in primary schools: www.Schoolreaders.org

Looking for Schoolreaders
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I’ll admit it, I’m addicted to Parkrun. There I’ve said it, but 
in my defence I am not the only one. In fact, with over 8 
million people worldwide now registered as Parkrunners, 
I am one of many who can say that Parkrun has made a 
truly positive difference to their lives. It’s held in more 
than 770 locations, two of them just down the road from 
Holybourne, and an ever-growing band of Holybourne folk 
cheer each other on each week at beautiful, scenic Alice 
Holt, or at lovely Hogmoor Inclosure. 
Haven’t heard of it? Well, it’s a free, timed 5 kilometre 
event, held weekly on a Saturday at 9am. Parkrun is free 
for everyone, for ever, and it’s a fantastic way to get out 
of doors, to get fit and to meet new people. You can run 
it if you are so inclined, but it’s perfectly ok to jog, walk, 
push a buggy, use a wheelchair, run as a family (parents 
trying to keep up with super speedy little ones, or simply 
encouraging them along) or even to run with a dog (on 
short, hand-held lead). There are volunteer marshals to 
guide and encourage and volunteer tail-walkers so you are 
guaranteed never to come last! 
In fact, volunteering is key to how Parkrun operates. No 
volunteers, no event. Everyone is encouraged to volunteer 
when they can, and there are those who volunteer every 
single week because they like the relaxed atmosphere 
and the camaraderie. My favourite volunteering role is 
welcoming and briefing the new runners and there are 
several each week, come rain or come shine.
So that’s the Parkrun and the parkwalk dealt with, but what 
about the parkfaff? It’s a term used to describe that essential 
post-run coffee and cake, or bacon sarnie, or full English 
cooked of course. People to chat to, the run to dissect, the 
day’s news to catch up on and next week to plan. There’s 
plenty of space and plenty of people to parkfaff with. 
There’s reduced price in the Alice Holt café and for parking 
for those who attend Parkrun!
I started by saying that I am addicted to Parkrun. 
Unashamedly. With near enough 300 Parkruns under my 

trainers (gaining associated ‘milestone’ t-shirts) and Parkrun 
challenges to keep me motivated. This year I am working 
on the ‘silver obsessive’ (if you know, you know) and one 
or two other challenges. I have new friendships, am much 
fitter, have travelled (to complete the alphabet challenge!), 
have volunteered and experienced the value of being part 
of a friendly and encouraging community. Once you do a 
Parkrun or two, it gets under your skin, and you just keep 
going.
So, want to give it a go? All you need to do to take part is 
register at www.Parkrun.co.uk to get a barcode. Bring your 
barcode to the venue and scan it after your run so you can 
get your run time emailed and/or texted to you afterwards. 
If you want to know more, want help with transport or just 
to meet a friendly face when you get there, contact me! 
Debbie Whitehead, Dwhitehead63@btinternet.com

Parkrun, Parkwalk, ParkfaffParkrun, Parkwalk, Parkfaff
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Holybourne resident, Iain Millar, is a member of Worldham 
Golf Club and since 2018 has been playing competitive 
disabled  golf competitions with the Disabled Golf 
Association and the European Disabled Golf Association.  
The 2022 season started in the cold and snowy days of 
March after a fairly quiet two years due to Covid. He began 
this year in earnest and his busy season led to him winning 
the Disabled Golf Associations Order of Merit which 
is sponsored by Golf Cart Europe. The Order of Merit is 
calculated on a player’s best ten competition results for 
the year, and for Iain this was an outstanding seven wins 
and three second places. On top of this achievement, he 
also won the President’s Trophy, a second place in the 
Super Six competition at Copts Heath, his first international 
cap playing for England in the Phoenix Cup against Wales, 
Scotland and the USA, as well as being selected for the 
Southern England team in the annual North v South Event.  
He also managed a solid performance in the England Golf 
Open for golfers with a disability up against some of the 
top sixty golfers in the world. This season has truly shown 
what resilience and a positive attitude can do; he has been 
relaxed in his game and, despite physical and mental 
restrictions, has proved that its ability not disability that 
counts.
When Iain first sustained his brain injury and damage to his 
neck and shoulder in 2013, he was unable to lift his arm 
above waist height and it took a long slow rehabilitation 
journey to be able to get back on the golf course. A chance 
meeting with one of the founders of the DGA eventually 
saw Iain attend his first event, and the people we have 
met along the way are inspiring and have become some 
of our closest friends.  The DGA is all about accessibility, 
encouraging people with physical or mental disabilities 
or illnesses to meet and play golf in a safe and friendly 
setting at some amazing courses.  They are advocates for 
the positive impact golf can have regardless of your age, 

Millar is No.1!

gender or ability. As a charity, they rely on donations and 
sponsorship to support their members through subsidised 
events and the aim is to make all the events free to attend.  
If you would like to find out more about the DGA or if you 
are interested in making a donation or sponsorship offer, 
please do get in touch: teammillar10@gmail.com. 
With hard work, resilience, determination and a smile, Iain 
has taken the good days with the bad and although playing 
a golf event requires days of rest afterwards it was totally 
worth it to see the smile on his face as he received his 
England Cap and the Order of Merit trophy.  
Iain, we are all so proud of you and how far you have 
come this year in your golfing journey. Here’s to next year 
and new challenges. You can follow Iain’s progress on 
facebook or Instagram @golfingpositves and @golfersfore.
Megan-Beth Millar
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Well, what a summer at Holybourne Cricket Club – endless 
sunshine and not a single match postponed due to 
weather. It was fantastic to see so many enjoying Colts 
training on Friday nights, and a combination of Senior and 
Junior fixtures played at the weekend and during the week.
The only sour note was that we had to withdraw our Men’s 
2nd team this year, due to a lack of numbers. The two years 
of uncertainty and intermittent cricket didn’t help, but 
I’m delighted to say, that after a very successful summer, 
things are looking up. We fielded Colt teams at U11 and 
U13 this year, with something of a resurgence in numbers, 
particularly at U9 level, which means we have a great base 
for future growth and teams. We always welcome new 
players, and special thanks to Jane Taylor for having a huge 
impact on this and helping get the Colts section much 
more buoyant this year.  Jane had numerous helpers as 
well, organising teams, umpiring, 
and scoring etc, so thank you to 
everyone that committed time to do this.
The Junior season culminated in the 
traditional Colts Awards Evening, which 
was a great way to finish, with attendance 
from lots of players and parents. The kids all 
had fun/embarrassment being reminded of 
their performances and being rewarded for 
them, with our coaches Paul Taylor and Alec 
Hudson doing the honours. 
Paul and Alec dedicated every Friday night 
(and others) between April and September 
training and developing our Colts, and were 
ably supported by willing parents, keen to 
embark upon a journey of coaching. Thank 
you both, we are extremely grateful, and 
thanks again to Paul for organising a 
Hampshire coaching evening 
at the ground to assist with 
that development. We will 
happily arrange more for 
anyone else interested in joining the coaching team.
Winter nets – Monday night fun
Cricket doesn’t stop just because the nights are dark! We 
are once again running net practice at Eggar’s School on 
Monday nights from January to Easter.
Come along / send your young person…
6-7pm for u9s 7-8pm for u11 8-9pm u13/15s
£36 for 11 x sessions paid upfront via BACS holybourne_cricket_club

www.holybourne.play-cricket.com @HolybourneCC

Holybourne CC

Committee roles…is there one for you?
Off the field of play, we’ve taken steps to expand the 
Committee, as several members have expressed an interest 
in helping, which is great news.  Our President, Andy 
Maddock, stepped in as Acting Chair for this year, and we 
are now in discussions with a potential new Chairperson, 
which we hope to confirm very soon. 
It goes without saying that the club only exists by 
having enough members volunteering to take on roles 
and responsibilities, and while we have managed to 
successfully recruit several key roles, there are still a couple 
left to fill. 
Could you be our Membership Officer? You’ll work closely 
with the Treasurer, managing memberships, keeping 
records accurate and up to date, and liaising with our 
Communications Officer for outgoing and incoming 
correspondence/communication. 

Or could you help with grass cutting and the wicket? 
We have a plan to invest in some equipment to do 
this, as it is expensive relying upon too much external 

help from contractors. Our aim is to put this in place 
for next season, but if anyone has any suggestions, or 

offers of help, please get in touch.
If either role – as our Membership Officer or our 
Grounds Person - is of interest and you’d like to join 
a diverse, dynamic and experienced Committee of 
volunteers, please get in touch with Jane Taylor via email: 

Holybourneyouthcricket@gmail.com 
With a revitalised membership, and more new 
members, the future is starting to look a lot 
brighter than the initial post-Covid months of 
last year. 2022 has been good for HCC, and 

we look forward to doing even better, for 
more players and members, in 2023.

But you don’t have to play cricket or watch 
cricket to enjoy our club; you can join us every 
Friday night when the bar and BBQ are in full 

swing, as a Social Member.  Of course, we’re biased, but 
we think you’d be hard pushed to find a better spot on an 
early summer’s evening. After all, it is the ‘best beer garden 
in Hampshire’.
Steve Cann
Treasurer

Holybourne Cricket ClubHolybourne Cricket Club
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Bathroom 
Design 

Board 
Cutting 

Free 
Parking 

Delivery 
Service 

Expert 
Advice 

Lift to 1st 
Floor 

Timber | Building Materials | Paving | Fencing | Bathrooms 
 Hand Tools | Ironmongery | Decorating | Doors & Windows 

Waterbrook Road, ALTON, GU34 2UD | 01420 571234 

Trade & 
Public 

Welcome 
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www.ideal-for-bathrooms.co.uk

High-Quality Printing

Your partner in design

01252 314765 / 01252 330683

High-Quality Design

Parish & Church Magazines . Magazines . Newsletters
Brochures . Leaflets . Calendars . Postcards
Greeting Cards . Stationery . Banners . & More

Graphic Design . Page Layouts
Photo Editing . Text Editing
Content Management

Please get in touch if you would like us
to help you to make your newsletter or
magazine make its mark.

info@imprintcolour.co.uk www.imprintcolour.co.uk

01420 594644 info@sl-design.co.uk www.sl-design.co.uk

Imprint Colour Limited,
Unit 3 Pegasus Court, North Lane,
Aldershot, Hampshire. GU12 4QP

Stephen Lewis Design Consultancy, 4 Archery Rise, Alton, Hampshire. GU34 1PG

A High-Quality
Partnership


